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ten days that shook the university

In November 1966 , Strasbdﬁrg University was the scené of a preliminary Skinmish
between modern capitalism and the new revolutionary forces which it is beginning

to engender

For the first time , a few students abandoned pseudo-revolt and found their way
to a coherent radical activity of a kind which has everywhere been repressed by
reformism . This small group got itself elected , amidst the apathy of Strasbourg's
16,000 students , to the committee of the left-wing students' union . Once in this
position of power , the began to put union funds to good use . They founded a Society
for the Rehabilitation of Karl Marx and Ravochol . They plastered the walls of the city
with a Marxist comic=-strip , " The Return of the Durutti Colump " . They proclaimed
their intention to dissolve the union once and for all . Worsé of all , they enliséed
the aid of the notorious Situationist International , and ran off ten thousand copies
of a lengthy pamphlet which poured shit on student life and loves ( and a few other
things ) . When this was handed out at the official ceremony marking the beginning
of the academic year , only de Gaulle was unaffected . The press -~local , national
ané international = hed a field-day . It took three weeks for the local Party of Order =
from right-wing students to the official left , wia the Alsatidn mill-owners = to
eject these fanatics . The union was closed by a court order on l4th of December ,

The judges' summing -up was disarmingly lucid :

The accused have never denied the charge of misusing the funds of the
students! union . Indeed , they openly admit to having made the union
pay some £500 for the printing and distribution of 10,000 pamphlets ,
not to mention the cost of other literasture inspired by "Internation=
ale Situstionniste ". These publications express ideas and aspirations
which , to put it mildly , have nothing to do with the aims of a
student union . One has only to read what the accused have written ,
for it to be obvicus that these five students , scarcely more than
adolescents , lacking all experience of real life , their minds
confused by ill-digested philosphical , social , political and econ=
omic theories , and perplexed by the drab monotony of their everyday
life , make the empty arrogant and pathetic claim to pass definitive
judgements , sinking to outright abuse , on their fellow-students , their
teaschers , God , religion , the clergy , the governments and political
systems of the whole world , Rejecting all morality and restraint , these
cynics do not hesitate to commend theft , the destruction of scholarship,
the abolition of work , total subversion and a world-wide proletarian
revolution with "unlicensed pleasure " as its only goal .

In view of their basically anarchist character , these theories and
propeganda are eminently noxious . Their wide diffusion in both sétudent
circles and among the general public , by the local , national and
foreign press , are a threat to the morality , the studies , the reputate.

ion and thus the very future of the students of the University of

Strasbourg .

What follows is a translation of the infamous pamphlet in question . It has
already been translate& into Swedish and Italian , and is at present being trans-
lated into Dutch , Germen and Spanish . At the end we have added a few remarks on the
importance of situationist activity in Strasbourg, and its relevance to the (very

different ) English situation .

on student poirerty -

We might very well say , and no-one
would disagree with us , that the student
is the most universally despised creature in
France , apart from the priest and the police
men o Naturally he is usually attacked from t
the wrong point of view , with specious reas-—
oas derived from the ruling ideology . He may
be worth the oontempt of a true revolutionary
s, yet a revolutionary critique of the student
situation is currently taboo on the official
left ¢ The licensed and impotent opponents
of capitalism repress the obvious-that what
is wrong with the students is also what is

wrong with them . They convert their uncon-
schous contempt into a blind enthusiasm .,
The radical intelligentsia (from Les Temps
Modernes to L'Express ) prostrates itself
before the so-called "rise of the studernt "
and the declining bureaucracies of the Left
(from the "Communist " party to the Stalinist
National Union of Students bids noisily for
his moral and meterial support .

| - There are reasons for this sudden enth-
uisiasm , but they are all provided by the
present form of capitalism , in its over-
developed <ctate . We shall use this princ-
iple that the end of alienation is only

-~ reached by the straight and narrow path




Up to now , studies of student
life have ignored the essential issue ,

The surveys and analyses have all been
pgychological or sociological or economic :
in other words , academic exercises , cocn-
tent with the false categories of one spec-
ialization or another . None of them can
achieve what is most needed - a view cf
mecdern scciety as a whole . Fourier den-
ounced tleir error long ago as the attempt
to apply scientific laws to the basic ass-
unptions of the science ("porter regulier-
ement sur les questions primordiales "),
Everthing is said about our society except
what it is , and the nature of its two
basic principles - the commodity and the
spectacle ; The fetickism of facts masks the
essential category , and the details cons-
igr. the totelity to oblivion .

Modern capitalism end its spectacle alle
ot everyone a specific role in a general pas-
sivity ,» The student is no exception to the
rule ., He kas 2 provisionel part to play ,

a reheersal for his final role as an element
in market society as ccnservative as the rest.
Being a student is a form of initiation . An
initiation which echoes tke rites of more
primitive societyies with bizaree prec-

ision, It goes on outside of histcry ,

cut off from social reality . The stud-

ent leads a double life , poised between

his present status end his future role . The

PORTRATIT OF ALIENATION

“Mheir lives are so squalid that
the majority can only live as a
caricature of the Master.. To the
sacrifice of the disposse ed,
who through his work exch .nges
his real life for an app’.rent one,
the proprietor replies by appear-
ing to sacrifice his nature as
proprietor and exploiter; he ex-
cludes himself mythically, he
puts himself at the serwice of
everyone ana of myth...Renounc-
ing common life, he is the poor
man smidst illusory wealth, he
who sacrifices himself for every-
one while other people only sac-
rifice themselves for their own
sake, for the sake of their sur-
vival. The more powerful he is,
the more spectacular his sacri-
fice. He becomes the living re-
ference point of the whole of
illusory life.” (Raoul Vaneigem,

The Totality for Kids) |
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two are absolutely separste , anc the Jjourney
from one to the other is & mechanical event
"in the future*, Meanwhile , he besks in
a schizophrenic consciousness , withdrawing
into his initiation group tc¢ hide from that
futvre . Prctected from history , the present
is a mystic trance o
At least ir consciousness , the studert can
exist apart from the official truths of
"ecorcmic life ", But for very simple
reasonsslocked at economically , student life
ig a hard one . In cur "society of abundance
he is still a pauper , 80% of students come
from dincome groups well above the working
class , yet 90% have less money that the mean
est labourer . Student poverty is ar arachron
ism , a throw-tack from ar earlier age of cap-
italism : it does not share in the new pov—
erties of the spectacular societjes 3 it has
yvet tc attein the new poverty of the new prol-
etariat . Nowadays the teenager shuffles off
the moral prejudices eand authority of the
family to become pert of the market ever
tefore he is adolescent : at fifteen he
has 8ll tke delighss of being directly exrp-
loited o In corntrast the student covets his
prctrected irfancy es an irresporsible anc
docile peradicse ., Adolescence and ites crises
may bring occasional brushes witk his family
but in essence he is not trotvblesome : he
agrees to be treated as a baby by the ins-
titutiors which provide his educaticn
There is no "student problem ", Student
rassivity is only tlhie mest obvious symptom
of a general state of arfairs , fcr each sec-
tcr of social lif'e has been subdued by a
similar imperialism,

Otr social thinker have & bad cons-
cience about the student rrotlem , but
only beceause the real problem §s the pov-
erty and servitude of all . But we Lave
different reasons to despise the student and

*|f they ever stop screwing his arse off, it's only
to come round and kick him in the balls.
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| “Perhaps thqy think that responsibilities will cool us down and that we'll stop
tel‘l‘mg academic mother fuckers to go and get screwed.”

.T hese unionist assholes are bound to take us for an avant-garde version of
their own bullshit, for some offbeat repetition of their own impoterce.”

Lenin: “I couldn't give a |fuck. about ‘R : :
: e a | : evolutionary Young Communists’
‘either.” (The Return of the Durutti Column ) i . ;




4

11 his works o What is unforgiveable is not
5o muchk his actuel misery but his comp-
laisance in the face of tlhe misery of others
For him tLere is only cne reel alienation :
Fis own . He is a full-time and happy consu--
mer of that commodity , hoping tc arouse at
least ovr pity , since he carnnot claim oux
interest. By the logic of moder:. captialisn,
most ctudent can ornly become mere retits
cedres ( with the eame functior ir neo-cap-
itelisnm as the skilled worker had in the
nineteenth--cBntury eccnomy )e The student
reclly krowe how misereble will be that gold--
er. frture which is suprcced tc make up for
the shameful poverty of thke rresent  In the
fece of that knowledge , he prefers to dote
cr. the presert and invent arn imaginary pres-—
tige for kinself  Afteirr all , there will

be no magical compensaticrn far rresent drab-.
necs stomcrrow will be like yesterday , light
irg these fccles the way to dusty death .

Not urmatirally he takes refuge in an unreel
present o

The stuvdert ic a stoical slave : tlLe
mere cheins authority heaps upor hLim , the
freer he is in phentasy . He share witl Lis
new femily , the University , a belief in
a curicus king of autcnomy . Real incepende.
ence 4, apperently , lies in & direct sub-
servience to the two most powerful systems of
social contrcl ¢ the femily anc the State o
He is tkeir well-behaved anc. grateftvl child ,
and like the sultmicsive child he is ocer—-eager
rlecse o He celebrates all the values and
mystifications of the system , devouring
them with all the enxiety of the infant at
the treast ¢ Once , the ©ld illusions had %o
te impcosed on an aristocracy of labcur : the
petits cadres -to-be ingest tlem willingly
under the guise of culture o
There are various ferms of compensation fcor
roverty  The totel pverty of ancient soc-
iet¥es produced the grendicse compensation
c¢f religicn « The studernt's poverty by
contrest is a marginal phenomenom , and he
cagsts arcund for compensations amonyg the
most down-at-heal images of the ruléng class
He ig a bore who repeirs the cld jokes of an
elienated cultivre . Even as an ideelogist
he is always out of date o One and all , his
latest enthusiasms were ridiculous thirty
years ago . k .

Or.ce upon a time tle vniversities were g
respected ; the student persiste in the belief
that he is lucky to be there . But Le arr-
ived to late . They bygone excellence of
bourgeois culture has vanished . A mech-
anically produced specialist is now the gozl
of the "educational system ", A modern emcon-
omic system demands mass production of stud-
ents who are not educated and have been rend-
erec incapable of thinking . Hence the dec-
line of the universities and the automatic
nullity of the studernt once he enters its
portals . The university has become a soci-
ety for the propagation of ignorance § "high
culture " has teken on the rhythm of the
production line jwithout exception , univ-

ersity teachers are cretins , men who would
get tke bird fror any sudience of school-
boys ¢ But all this hardly matters : ttre
important thing is tc go on listering

respectfully . In time , if critical
thinking is repressed with enough conscient=
iousness , tle studert will come to part-
ake of the waker of knowlege , the professor
will tell him the final trukks of the world
Till then - & menopause of tke spirit . As

a matter of course the future rewolutionary
soclety will condemn tke doings of lecture
theatre and faculty as mere noise - socially
undesirable . The student is already a very
bed joke o

The student is blind tc the cbvious - thd
ever: Lis closed world is changing . The "cris-—
is of the university "- tlat detail of a more
general crisis ¢f modern capitalism - is
the letest fodder for the deaf-mute dial-
ogue of the specialists . This "ecrisis" is
simple to understand : trhe difficulties of a
specialised sector which is adjusting (teoo
late ) to & general change in the relations
of procductior. . There was cnce & vision - if
an ideological one - c¢f a liberal bourgeois
university o But as its social base dis-
appeared , tlke vision became banality . In
trhe age of free-tracde capitalism , whern the
"literal " stete left it its marginal freed-
ome , the university cculd still tLirk
¢f itself asg an indeperdent power . Of course
it was e pure end narrcw product of that
society's needs —-particularly tle need to
give the privileged mincrity an edequate
general culture before they rejoined the rul-
ing cleass ( not that going up tc university
was streying very fer from cddss confines
But the titterress of the nostalgic dcn* ig
understandable : better , after ell , tc Le
the bloodhound of the hatte bcocurgeoisie
tlah the cheepdog tc trhe world's white-
collars . Better to stend guard on privilege
thanr harry the flock irto their allotted
factcries and bureaux , accordirg to the whim
of the "planned economy ", The uriversity is
beccrmitrg o, fairly smoothly , tke horest brcker
of technocracy and its spectacle o In the
process , tke purists of the acedemic Right
become a pitiful sideshow , rurveying their
universal " cultural goods to a bewildered
auciernce of specialiste .

Mecre sericus , and thus more dangerous ,
are the modernicst of the Left and the Stud-
ents' Uniorn , with their telk of a "reforn
of University structure " and & "reinserticn
of tke University intc social and economic
life ", ie., its adaptation to needs of mod--
ern cepitalism ¢ The one-time suppliers of
general. culture tc¢ the ruling &dasses ,
though still guarding treir cld prestige ,
if*5t be converted intc the forcing-house of
8 new labour aristocracy . Far from ccentest-
ing thke historical process which subordinates
one of the last relatively autonomous soc-
ial groups to the demands of the market , the
progressive complain of delays and ineff-
iciency in its completion  They are the
standard-bearers of the cybernetic univers-
ity of the future ( which has already reared
its ugly heed in some unlikely quarters)o

*Noone dares any longer to speak in the name of
nineteenth century liberalism; so they reminisce
about the "free" and "popular" universities of the
Middle Ages- that "democracy of unfreedom"”.




And tkLey are the eneny : the fight against the
marget o which is starting again in earn-
est , means the fight against its latecst
lackeys .

Ags for the student , this struggle is
fought out entirely over his head , sonewhere
in tle Lreesvenly reelm of his mesters , The
whole of his life is beyond his control ,
and for all he sees of tke world he might as
well be on another rlanet . His acute econ-
cmic poverty concdemns him to & paltry form
of survival o But , being a complacent creat-
ure , bhe perades his very ordinary indigmnce
es if it were an original life-style :self-
indulgently , bhe affects tc be a Bolkemian ,
The Bohemian solution is hardly vieble at the
best cof times , end tke notiocn trat it
could be echieved without a complete and
final breesk with tke university milieu is

uite ludicrous . But the student Bokemian

% and every studert likes tc¢ pretend

thkat he is 2 Bohemian at heert ) clings to
his false and degraded version of individual
revolt . He is so "eccentric " that he cont-
inues = thirty years after Reich's excellent
lessons - t¢ entertein the moft traditional
forms of erotic behavioury reprcducing st
this level tle gereral relations of clasg soc-
iety o Where sex is concerned , we Lave learrnt
better tricks from elderly prcvincial ladies
His rent-a-crowd militancy for the aatest
gocd cause is an aspect c¢f his resl impetence,

The student's old-feshioned poverty,
however , does put him at a potential advante
age -if only he could see it . He does have
marginal freedoms , e small aree of liberty
which as yet escapes the tctalitarian
centrol of the spectacle  His flexitle
working-hours perrit him adventure and emper-
imernt o But he is a sucker for punishment ,
and feeedom scares hir to desth : he feels
safer in the straight-jacketed space-time of
lecture hall and weekly "essay ", He is quite
hapry with this open prison organised for his
"penefit",end,though not constrained , as are
most recple , to seperate werk and leisure ,
he cces so of his own ecccréd - hypocrit-
ically proclaiming all the while his cont—
empt for assiduity and grey men . He enb-
reces every available contredicticn and then
mutters darkly about the "difficulties of
corxmunication " from the vterire warmth cf
bis religious , ertistic of politicel clique

Driven by his freely-chcser depression ,
he submits hkimself tc the subsidiary
police force of psychiatrists set up by
the avant-garde of repression . The unriv- "
ersity mentel kealtk clinics are run by the
stucent utnicnisn and social progress .

Like the Aztecs who'y to greet Ccrtes's
sharpshooters , and then wondered what made
the thunder and why men fell down , the
students flock to the psycho-police stat-
ions with their "problems ",

The rezsl poverty of his everday life
finds its immediate , phantastic compens-
ations in the opium of cultiral commcdities,
In the cultural spectacle he is allotted his
habitual role of the dutiful desciple &
Although he is close to the production-
point , access to the Sanctuary of Thought is
forbidden , end he is obliged to discover

"moderr. culture " as an admiring spectatcr,
Art is dead , but the studert is necrophil-
iac . He peeks at the corpse in cire--clubs
and theatres , buye ite fishk-fingers from

tre cultural supernarket ., Conswring unres-—
ervedly o, he is in his elemert : he is the
living prcof of all tke platitudes of Amer-
ican market resesrch : a cousplcuous conswer
complete with incuced irratiornal prefer-

erce for Brand X ( Camus , for example ), anc
irreticnal rrejudice against Brand Y (sartre,
perhags ¥

Impervious to real pessicns , he seeks
titilletion in the bkattiles between lis
aneemic gods , the stars of a vacuovs

heaven : Althusser -Garaudy; - Barthes-

Picard -~Lefebvre-~Levi-Streuss~Halliday-de
Chardin ~Brasselfesocos anC between thelr
1ival theologies , desigred like &ll thecl-
ogies to mask the real problems by creating
false cnes : humanism -—-existentialism-
scientiem =structurelicsm —cyberneticisne

rew criticism -dialectics~cf -raturism-
metaphilosophisn sc0ea

He thirke he is avent-garde if he has
seen the latest Godcdard or "participeted"
ir the latest happening . He discovers "moder-
nity * as fest as the market can produce its
ersatz version of long outnoced (though
once impcrtant ) ideas 3 fcr hirm g EVETY Trehe
ash is a cultiurel revoluticrn . His princ-
ipal concerr is status , end he eagurly srnaps
up all the peperback editions of important
and "difficult " texts with which mass culture
has fTflled the tookstores * » unfortun-
ately , he cannot read , so he devours then
witk his gaze , and enjoys tkem wvicaricusly
thrcugh the gaze of his friends . He ¢ an
otker-directed voyeur .

His favourite reading mstter is the
kitsch press , whose task it i« to orchestrate
tre consuvmption of cultural nothing-boxes .,
Docile as ever , the student accepts its con-
mercicel ukases and mekes therm tre only meas-
uring-rod of his tastes ., Typicelly , he
is a compulsive reader of weeklies like Le
Nouvel Observateur and L'Express (whose
nwarest Erglish equivalents are the posh
Sundays snd New Society )o He generally feels
that Le Monde - whese siyle he finds somevhat
difficult - is a truly otjective newspaper .
And it is withk such guides that ke hopes to
gain an understanding of the modern world and
become a political initiate !

In France mecre than anywhere else , tke
student is passively content tc be politicisce
ed o In this spkere tco , ke readily accepts
the same alienated ,spectacular pertic-
ipation . Seizing upon all tle tatterec rem-
nants of a Left which was annihilated More _
than forty years ago by " socialist " refcr-
mism and Stalinist counter-revoluticn , he is
once more guilty of an amezing ignorance ,
The Right is well aware of the defeat cf the
workers' movement , and so are the workers
tlemselves , though more confusedly . But
students continue blithely to organice
demonstrations which mobilise studente and

*If he had an atom of self-respect or lucidity, he
would knock them off. But no; conspicuous
consumers always pay.
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OQur friends had a vood laugh

about that. “We know that one
already, don’'t we comrades. It']]
take more than that to stop us.
Let's play poker for the presi-
dency, and don't forget: to the
loser the spoils'” (The Return
of the Durutti Column)

“Nope. I drift. Mostly I just drift.”” (The Return of the Durutti Column)

students orly ¢ This is political fake
consciousness in its virgin state , 2 fact
which naturally makes tke universities e
harry hunting ground fcr the maripulators

of the declining tureauvcratic crganisetions o
For them , it is child's’play to programne
tre students's political cptiorns ¢ Cece-
asionally there sre deviaticnary tendencies a
end cries of "Independerce " but after a
pericd of token resistence the dissidents are
reincorperated intc & status quo wh%gh they
have never reelly radically oprosed o The
"Jevnesses Conmiristes Revelubicnneires ", who
whose title is a case c¢f ideological felesif-
ication gone nad ( they &are neighe; young .,
ror comruuist , nor revolutionary ), bhave
with much btrio and accompenying publicity
defiec tkhe dron hand of tlhe Party ec¢ but
cnly to relly cheerily to tle pentifical
battlie~-cry , "Peace in Vietrami"

The student prides himself on hLis
oppcsiticn to the "archaic " Geullist regime
But he Justifies criticism by appeeling -
without realising it - tc¢ older and far worse
crimes , His radicelism prolongs the life of
the @ifferent currents of edulcorsted Stel-
iniem ¢ Togliatti's , Caraudy's , Krushch-
ovfs 4 Mao's etc ¢ His youtlh is synonrymous
With appelling naivete, and his attitudes are
in reality far more archaic than the regire's
~tre Geullistse do after all understend mcdern
socilety well encugh to administer it .

Buf the student , sad to say , is not
ceterred ty tlhe odd anachronism . He feels
cbliged to have generel ideas on everthing ,

3
S

*Recent "schisms" in both communist and christian
organisations have shown, if anything, that all
these students are united on one fundamental prin-

ciple: unconditional submission to hierarchical
superiors., |

to uneartk a chherent world-view careble

cf lending meaning to his need for activiem
anc. asexuval promisculty . As & result s he
felle prey to the lagt deddering missicn-
ary efforts of the churches . He rushes witl

"atevistic ardour to sdore tre rusrescent carc-

agss of God , end chericshes gll the stinking
detritus of rrebistoric religicns int the
tencer belief trat they enrich him and hie
time . Along with their sexusl rivals s those
elderly rprovircial ladies , the students
form tre sccial category with ttre highest
rercertage of sdmitted adherents to

these archaic cults . Everywhere else sy The
priests have been either testen off cr
devoured , but mniversity clerics shamelessly
continue tc bugger thousands of gtudents in
their spiritual shkithouses .

We must &dd in all fairress that there
do exist students of & tolerable irtell-
ectual level , who without difficulty domir-
ate the contrcls designed to check the med-
iocre capecity demanded from the others .
They do so for the simple reason they they
have understcod the system , and sc despise
it and krncow themselves t¢ be its enemies .
They are in the system fcr what they can get
cut of it - particularly grents . Exploiting
the contradidtion which , for tke momert at
least , ensures the maintenance of a small
sector -"research"-still governed by s
literal-acadenic rether tlan a tkehnocratic
rationality , they calmly carry the germs of
seafrtion +tc the highest level : tleir open
contempt for the organisition is the count-
wrpert cf & lucidity which enables then *o
outc.oe the system's lackeys, intellectually
and ctherwise . Such students carnot fail
to became theorists of the coming revclutione
ary movement o For the mommt , they make no
secret of the fact that what they teke s
eagily from the system shall be used for its
cverthrcw, |




The studernt , if he rebels 8% all , rust
first rebel against his studies , tlhough thre
necessity of this initial move ig felt
less syontaneously by hin tkan by the worker,
who irtuitively identifies hig work witk his
totel conditmen . At the same time , since the
student is e product of modern scciety just
like Godard or Coca-Cola , kis extreme slien-
aticn can orly be fought thrcugh tre struggle
agairst this whole society o It ic clear that
the university can ir no circumstances
beccme tkhe battlefield; tke student ,
insofer as he defines himself as such , ransd
ufectures & peeudo-value which must tec-
cee en ebstacle tc any clear conscicusress of
the reslity of hie dispossessiorn . The best
gritieisn cf student life is the behaviour
of the rest cf youtk , whc have already
started to revolt , Their rebellicn has becen
cme cone of the signs of a fresh struggle
against moderr. society o

2
It is not enough for

thought to seek its

realisation in practice:

practice must seek

its theory

After years of slumber and permanent counter-

revolution , there are signs of a new period

of struggle , with youth as the new ocarriers of
revolutionary infection . But the society of the
spectacle paints its own piocture of itself and
its enemies , imposes its own ideological
categories on the world and its history .

Fear is the very last response . For every-

thing happens is reassuringly part of the
natural order of things . Real historical

changes , which show that this soolety ocan

be superseded , are reduced to the status
of novelties , processed for mers consumption .

The revolt of youth against an impesed and
"eiven " way of life is the first sign of total
subversion . It is the prelude to a period of
revolt = the rsvolt of those who cam no longer
live in our society . Fasced with a danger ,
Tdeology and its daily machinery perform the us-
ual inversion of reality . An historical process
bedomes a pseudo—-category of some soclo-
natural sclience : the Idea of Youth . Youth is
in revolt , but this is only the eternal revolt

of youth ; every generation espouses "good emuses"

THE REAL STRUGCIE (S STILL FCr “ALL

POWER T THE SCYIETS (WCRKERS covndiLs)”
—PUT THIS TIME LiTHOUT THE BOLSHEYVIK
AFTERTHOEHTS, THIS pouwER (OUTLINED
| iN SPAIN (93¢ AND HUNEARY 195¢)

MUST OT RBE MEDIATED 8y ANYCIVE

REPRESENTING THE PECPLE, THE CoUiV="
CiILS Witk FEDERATE Wi« TH EACH COTHER 4
Bf MEANS CF STRICTLY MANDATED, (AME- |
DIATELY RCVICABLE DETLEEATES. THC TOTAL!
PEMOCRACY CF THE CouNIIES
(WdOSC FIRST PRC- |
JECT Ll BE THE
ABCLITICN ¢F WCRK)
Wikl BE 'THE €EFFEC -
OF ALL

only to forget them whem "the young man begins
the serious business of production and is

given concrete and real social aims ., "After
the soclial scientists oome the journalists

with their verbal inflation . The revolt is
contained by over-exposure ; we are given it

to contemplate so that we shall forget to
participate . In the spectacle , a revolution
becomes a social aberration =in other words a
social safety valve = which has 1ts part to play
in the smooth working of the system . It
reassures because 1t remains a marginal phene
omenon , in the apartheid of the temporary probe
lems of a healthy pluralism (compare and
contrast the "woman questiom" snd the"problem of
racialism ") . In reality , if there is a
problem of youth in modern capftalism it is

part of the totel orisis of that society . It

is just tgat youth feels the orisis mést

aoutely #

Youth and its mock freedoms are the purest
products of moderm society . Their modernity
oconsists in the choice they are offered and are
already making § total integration to neo-gap-
italism , or the most radical refusal . What is
surprising is nbt that youth is im revolt but
that its elders are so soporific . But the
reason is history , not biology = the previous
generation lived through the defeats and were
sold the lies of the long , shameful disintegrat-
iom of the revolutionary movement .

In itself Youth is a publicity myth , and
as part of the new "social dynamism " it is the
potential ally of the capitalist mode product-
ion . The illusory primaocy of youth began with
the economic recevery after the ssoond world war.
Capital was able to strike a new bargain with
labour : in return for the mass production of a
new class of manipulable consumers , the worker
was offered a role which gave him full member-
ship of the spectaoular society . This at least
was the ideal social model , though as usual it
bore little relation to socio-economioc reality
(which lagged behind the consumer ideology ).

The revolt of youth was the first burst of anger
at the persistent realities of the new world =

*Not only feels it but tries to qive it expression .
Y e g P
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the boredom of everyday existence , the dead life
which is still the essentialk product of modern
capitalism , in spite of all its modernizatioms .
A small sectiom of youth is able to refuse that
society and its products , but without any ldea
that this society ocan be superseded . They opt
for a nihilist present . Yet the destruction of
capitalism is onoe again a real issue , an event
in history , a process which has already begun .
Dissident youth must achieve the coherence of a
oritical theory , and the practical organisatiom

off that ccherence .

At the most primitive level , the deling=-
wents of the world use violence to express their
rejection of society and its sterile optioms .
But their refusal is an abstract one : it gives
them no chance of actually escaping the contra=
diotions of the system . They are its products-
negative , spontaneious , but pone the less
exploitable . All the experiments of the new
social order produce them : they are the first
side=eaffects of the new urbanism ; of the disin-
tigration of all values ; of the extension of an
inoreasingly boring consumer ledsure ; of the
growing control of svery aspect of everyday life
by the psycho=humanist police force ; and of the
economic survival of a family unit which has
lost all signifiicance .

The "young thug " despises work but acoepts
the goods . He wants what the spectacle offers
him = but now ,with no down payment . This isthe
essential oontradiotion of the delinguent®s exi-
stence . He may itry for a real freedom in the
use of his time , in an individual assertive-
ness , even in the construction of a kind of
community . But the contradiction remains , and
kills . (On the fringe of society , where pove
erty reigns , the gang develops its own hier-
archy , which can only fulfil itself in a war
with other gangs , isolating each group and
each individual within the group . ) In the
end the contradiction proves unbearable .

Either the lure of the product world proves too
strong , and the hooligan decides to do his
honest day's work : to this end a whole sector
or production is devoted specifically to his
recuperation . Clothes , discs , guitars ,
scooters , transistors , purple hearts beckon
~him to the land of the consumer . Or else he is
forced to attack the laws of the market itself -
either in the primary sense , by stealing , or
by a move towards a conscious revolution=
ary oritique of commodity society . For the
delinquent only two futures are possible : reve
olutionary consciousness , or blind obedience
on the shop floor .

The Provos are the first organisatiom
of delinquency - they have given the deling-
uent experience its first political form . They
are an alliance of two distinot elements : a
handf\l of careerists from the degenerate world
of "art", and a mass of beaniks looking for a
new activity . The artists contributed the idea
of the game , though still dressed up in wvarious
threadbare ideological garments . The deling=-
uents had nothing to offer but the violence of

their rebellion . From the start the two tenden-

cles hardly mixed : the pre-=idiological mass
found itself under the Bolshevik "guidance " of
the artistic ruling class , who justified and
maintained their power by an ideology of provo=-
demooracy . At the moment when the sheer violence

of the delinquent had become an ideg = en
attempt to destroy art and go beyond it = the
violence was channeled into the orassest neo-art-

istio reformism . The Provos are an aspesct of
the last reformism produced by modern capitalism:

the reformism of everyday life . Like Bernstein ,
with his vision of socialism built by tinkering
with capitalism , the Provo hierarchy think they
can change everyday life by a few well=chosem
improvements . What they fall to realise is that
the banality of everyday life is not incidental,

but the central mechanism and product of modern
capitalism . To destroy 1t , nothing less is need-
ed than an all-out revolution . The Provos cho=
ose the fragmentary and end by accepting the

totality .

IDANS UNE PAREu.LE
1ISoci€TE LA SINPLE’

IPASSIoN DU VoL ARR:
VE TOUJOURS A DE(l'

DER LES PLUS INDECTS
AUX CHCOSES A PRIORI

LES PLUS »MPENSABLEg
£ES PLLD wPoSSBLE,\

A VIE REJOINTLEJEU{
LE JEU REJOINT LAVIE
e FALLmT DE TOUTES |
MANMERES ETENDRELM
TERRAIN O (EXPERIMENTATI
S'EMPARER DE NOUVEAVX

lpOUVOIRS  POUR LUWE?
TRE CETTE SOCUKT

IDU POUVOIR.

~In a soc iety like this. qn outrig ht love
of theli i wvitably leads even the most
indecisive p(()p/( to do the mmt unthink-

able and impossible things. Life becomes
a ecame and a came becomes life. The
least they could do was to extend their
tield of experiment and seize new powers
to fieht against this power soc ietv. (The
Return of the Durutti Column,

To give themselves a base , the leaders have
ooncoscted the paltry ideology of the pro¥ot-
ariat ( a politico-artistic salad knocked up
from the leftovers of a feast they had never
known ). The new provotariat is supposed to
oppose the passive and "bourgeois " prolet=-
ariat , still worshipped in obsoure Lef'tist
shrines . Becguse they Respair of the fight
for a total ochange of society , they despair of
the only foroes which can bring about that change.
The proletariat is the motor of oapitalist society
and thus its mortal enemy : everything is
designed for its suppression (parties : trade
union bureasucracies : the police : the colon=
ization of all aspects of evarvday life)
because it £s the only really menacing force .
The Provos hardly try to understend any of this:
and without a oritique of the system of producte
icn they remain its servants . In the end an
antie-union workers demonstr tion sparked off
the real oonflict . The Provo base went back to
direct violence , leaving their bewildered lesad-
ers to denouce "excesses " and appeal to pacif-
jst sentiments . The Provos , who had talked of
provoking authority to reveal its repressive
character , finished by complaining that they
had been provoked by the police . So much for
their pallid anarohism .
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TRE SORE -
QUESTION, iLS CONVAINQUIRENT
QUE LE HASARD AVAIT MiS

Keir Hardie, who was
adopted, almost 80 years to
this day, as Parliamentary
Candidate for South West
Ham and was elected in
1892 as the first Labour
Member of Parliament.

This then, 80 years later,
is our first Constituency
paper. What of our future?
Can we inspire humanity to
the great heights that this
great Scottish miner has?
Idealism, Devotion, Hard
Work and Sacrifice are called
for. There are many in the
movement who have all these

. g
at

SUR LEUR TROTTOIR, DE PRENDRE LE ROte PLUS COM-

PROME TTANT DE TRESORIERE -

|
)

I'hat took care of the presidency, but the treasury was a different kettle of fish.

lhey easily persuaded a passerby, who came their way bv chance, to

accept the

more compromising job of treasuress.” (The Return of the Durutti C olumn)

It is true that the Provo base became revol-
utionary 2in. practice . But to invent a revol-
utionary conscicusness their first task is to
destroy their leaders , to rally the objective
revolutionary fordes of the proletariat , and
to drop the Constants and De Vries of this
world ( one @@ the favourite artistp of the
Dutch royal family , the other a failed MP and
admirer of the English police ). There is a
modern revolution , and one of its bases could be
the Provos = but only without their leaders and
idéology . If they want to change the world ,
they must get rid of those who are content to
paint it white . |

Idle reader , your cry of "Whiat about Berke
eley 2" escapes us not . True , American scolety
needs 1its students ; and by revolting against
thelr studies they have automatically called
that society in question . From the start they
have seen their revolt against the university
hierarchy as a revolt against the whole hierar-
chical system , the dictatorship of the |
economy and the State . Their refusal to become
an integrated part of the commodity economy,
to put their specialized studies to their
obvious and inevitable use , is a revolution-
ary gesture . 1t puts in doubt that \hole
system of production whioh alienates activity and
its products from their oreators . For all
its confusion and hesitancy , the American
student movement has discovered one truth of
the new refusal : that a coherent wevolute
ionary alternative can and must be found
within the "affluent society ", The
movement is still fixated on two relatively aco=
jdental aspeots of the Ameriocan crisis—
the Negross and Vietnam - snd the mini-groups of
the New Lef't suffer from the fact . There is
an authentic whiff of democracy in their chaotio
organisation , but what they lack is a genuine

subversive content . Without it they oontinua=
1ly fall into dangerous contradictions . They may
be hostile to the traditional politics of the olgd
parties ; but the hostility is futile , and will
be recuperated , so long as it is based on
ignorance of the political system and naive
illusions about the world situation . Abstract
opposition to their own socolety produces facile
sympathy with its apparent enemies = the so=-03118§4
3ocialist bureaucracies of China and Cuba . A
group like Resurgence Youth Movement can in the
same wreath oondemn the 3tate and praise the

#* Cultural Revolution "= that pseuvdorevolt
directed by the most elphantine bureaucracy of
modern times .

At the same time , these organisations ,
with their blend of libertarian ,political and
religious tendenocies , are always liasble to the
obsession with "group dynamics " which leads to
the closed world of the sect . The mass ocmsumpe
tion of drugs is the expression of a real poverty

‘and a protest against it ; but it remains a false

search for "freedom " within a world dedicated to
repressiocn , a religious critique of a world that
has no need for religion , least of all a new
one . The beatniks = that right wing of the youth
revolt - are the main purveyors of an ideolog-
ical "refusal * combined with an aocceptance of
the most fantastioc superstitions (Zem , spir-
itualism. "New Church"mysticism , and the stale
porridge of Ghandi-ism and humanism ). Worse
still , in their search for a revolationary
programme the American students fall into the
same bad faith as the Provos , and proclaim
themselves " the most exploited class in our soco-
iety ". They must understani one thing g there
are no "speocial " student interests in revole
ution . Revolution will be made by all the
victims of enoroaching repression and the tyr-
snny of the market .
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In Britain , the revolt of youth found its
first expression in the peace movement . It was

never a whole=hearted struggle , with the misty
non-violence of the Committee of 100 as its most

daring programme . At its strongest the Committee
could call 300,000 demonstrators onto the streets,
It had its finest hour in Spring 1963 with the
"Spies for Peace " scandal . But it had already
entered on a definitive decline : for want of a
theory the unilateralists fell among the trade-
itional Left or were recuperated by the Pacifist
conscience . What is left is the enduring
(quintessentially English ) archaisms in the
control of everday life , and the accelerating
decomposition of the o0ld secular values . These
could still produce a total critiaque of the new
life ; but the revolt of youth needs alliss .
The British working class remains one of the
most militant in the world . Its struggles =
the shop stewards movement and the growing tempo
and bitterness of wildcat strikes - will bea
permanent sore on an equally permanent capitalism
until it regains its revolutionary perspective ,
and seeks common cause with the nmew opposition .
The debacle of Labourism makes that alliance all
the more possible and all the more necessary .
If it came about , the explosion could destroy
the old society = the Amsterdam riots would be
child®s play in comparison . Without it , both
sides of the revolution can only be stillborn
practical needs will find no genuine revolutionary
form , and rebellious discharge will ignore the
only forces that drive and can therefore destroy
modern capitalism . |
- As for the Bast , buresucratic totalite
arianism is beginning to produce its own forces
of negation . Nowhere is the revolt of youth more
violent and more savagely repressed - the rising
tide of press denunciation and the new police
measures against "hooliganism " are proof
enough . A section of youth , so the right =
mindied "socisldst " functionaries tell us , have
no respect for moral and family order (which stiil
flourishes there in its most detestable bourg=
eois forms ). They prefer "debauchery ", despise
work and even disobey the party police. The
USSR has set up a ppecial ministry to fight
the new delinquency .

Alongside this diffuse revolt a more specif-
ic opposition is emerging . Groups and clandests
ine reviews rise and fall with the barometer of
police repression . 30 far the most important has
been the publication of the "Open letter to the
Polish Workers Party " by the young Poles Kurom
and Modzelewski , which affirmed the necessity
"abol isﬁ'i-n-g the present system of productiom
and social relations ™ and that to do this
" revoltition is unavoidable ." The Bastern
intellectuals have one great task - to make cons-
ciocus the conorete oritical action .of the workers
of Bast Berlin , Warsaw and Budapest :
arian oritique of the dictatorship of the
buresucracy . In the Bast the problem is not to
define the aims of revolution , but to learn how
to fight for them .In the West struggle may be
easy , but the goals are lef't obsoure of ideol-
ogical ; in the Easternm bureaucracies there are
no illusions about what is being fough for : he
hence the bitterness of the struggle . What is

difficult is to devise the forms revolution must
take in the immediate future .

the prolet= '

Japan is the only industrialised country
where this fusion of student youth and worke
ing olass militants has already taken place ,

Zengakuren , the organisation of revolution-
ary students , and the Loagne of Young Marxist
Workers joined to form the backbone of the
Communist Revolutionary League . The movement is
already setting and solving the new problems of
revolutionary organisation . Without illusions,
it fights both western capitalism and the
bureaucracies of the so-scalled socialist
states . Without hierarchies , it groups togeth=
er several thousand students and workers on a
democratic basis , and aims at the participation
of every member in all activities of the organis-
ation .,

They are the first to carry the struggle
onto the streets , holding fast to a real
revolutionary programme , and with a mass
participation . Thousands of workers and stud-
ents have waged a violent struggle with the
Japanese police . In many ways the CRL lacks
a complete and concrete thikory of the two
systems it fights with such ferocity . It has
not yet defined the precise nature of the
bureaucratic exploitation , and it hes hardly
formulated the character of modern capitalism ,
the critique of everyday life and the critique of
the spectacle . The Communist Revolutionary

‘League is still fundamentally an avant-garde

golitioal organisation , the heir of the best
eatures of the classic proletarian movement .
But it is at present the most important group

in the world- and should henceforth be one of the

. poles of discussion and a rallying point for the

new proletarian critieue .

MEDICAL NOTES

S ART CURABLE ?

There is no art, that's the expose.... Art today consists
of an admiration for visions of a past society, usually
rural or classical, or the abstract images of shapes:
necrophilia or social realism. If the distinction is some-
times blurred, that's only an indication of social
realities. ,

Spare a thought for the artist himself and remember he

is human. How is he to be cured?

The function of art for the artist is much like that of a
stout ship tocarry him across the seas of life, as he takes
photographs through thick portholes. But rest assured,
gentle reader, that seas were made for drowning in.
Indeed, drowning is the death that all sailors inwardly
crave. So, if you be an iceberg, seven-eighths sub-
merged in the sea already, may | direct you towards

this rich shipping lane, that you might strip away the
steely delusions of spirituality like so much toilet paper.
And, flushed with your success, may the bitter-sweet
cries of drowning sailors melt your icy heart to living

flesh.
Dr Benway.
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At long last to

create a situation

which makes all

turning back

impossible

"To be avant-garde means to keep abreast of
reality " (Internationsle Situationniste 8). A
radical critique of the modern world must have
the totality as its oPjjeet and objeetive . Its
searchlight must refeal the world's real past ,
its present existence and the prospects for its
transformation as an indivisible whole . If we
are to reach the whole truth about the modern
world - and a fortiori if we are to formulate
the project of its total subversion - we must
be able to expose its hidden history ; in
concrete terms this means subjeeting the history
of the international revolutionary movement ,
as set in motion over a century ago by the
western proletariat , to a demystified and critie
cal serutiny . " This movement against the
total organisation of the old world came to a
stop long ago " (Internationale Situationniste
7) It failed . Its last historical appearance
was in the Spanish social revolution , crushed in
Barcelona "May Days ™ of 1937 . Yet its so—called
"victories " and " defeats " , if judged in the
light of their historical consequences , tend
to confirm Liebknecht's remark , the day before
his assassination , that "some defeats are really
victories , while some victories are more shame=-
ful than any defeat . " Thus the first great
"failure " of workers ' power , the Paris
Commune , is in fact its first great success
whereby the primitive proletariat proe ed is
jts historical capacity té organise all aspeets
of social life freely . And the Bolshevik reve
olution , hailed as the proletariat®s first
great triumph , turns out in the last analysis to
be its most disastrous defeat .

The installation of the Bolshevik order
coincides with the orushing of the Sparakists
by the German "Social-Democrats ". The jolnt
victory of Bolshevism and reformism constitutes a
unity masked by an apparent incompatibility , for
the Bolshevik order too , as it trasnpired , was
to be a variation on the old theme . The effects
of the Russian counter-revolution were , intern=
ally , the institution and developement of a new
mode of exploitation , bureaucratic state capite
alism , and externally , the growth of the "
Communist " International , whose spreading bran=
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ches served the unique purpose of defending and
reproducing the rotten trunk , Captialism , under
its bourgeois and bureaucratic guises , won a new
lease of life = over the dead bodies of the saile
ors of Kronstadt , the Ukrainian peasants , and
the workers of Berlin , Kiel , Turin , Shanghai,
and Barcelona .

The third International , apparently creat-
ed by the Bolsheviks to comabt the degenerate
reformism of its predecessor , and to unite the
avant-garde of the proletariat in "revolutionary
communist parties ," was too closely linked to
the interests of its founders ever to serve an a
authentic socialist revolution . Despite all its
polemics , the third International was a chip off
the old block . The Russian model was rapidly
imposed on the Western workers! organisations ,
and the evolution of both was thenceforward one
and the same thing . The totalitarian dectatorshe=
ip of the bureaucratic class over the Russian
proletariat found its echo in the subjection of
the great mass of workers in other countries
to castes of trade union and political funoction=-
aries , with their own private interest in re-
pression . While the Stalinist monster haunted
the working-class consciousness , old=fashfoned
capitalism was becoming bureaucratized and
overdeveloped , resolving its famous internal
contradictions and proudly claiming this vict-
ory to be decisive . loday , though the
unity is obscured by apparent variations and
oppositions , a single social form 1is coming
to dominate the world - this modern world which
it proposes to govern with the principles of a
world long dead and gone . The tradition of the
dead generations still weighs like a nightmare
on the minds of the living .

Opposition to the world offered from within -
and in its own terms - by supposedly revolutions
ary organisations , can only be spurious . Such
opposition , depending on the worst mystifice
ations and calling on more or less reified
ideologies , helps consolidate the social
order . frade unions and political parties creat-
ed by the working class as tools of its emancipe
ation are now no more than the "checks and balan-
ces " of the system . The#x leaders have made
these organisations their private property ;
their stepping stone to a role within the ruling
class ., The Party programme or the trade union
statute may contain vestiges of revolutionary
phraseology , but their practice is everywhere

reformist - and double so now that official

capitalist ideelogy mouths the same reformist
slogans . Where the unions have seized powere

in countries more backward thah Russia in 19l 7=
the 8talinist model of counter-revolutionary
totalitarianism has been faithfully reproduced™® .
Elsewhere , they have become a static complement

to the self-regulation of managerial eapitelism**
The official organisations have become the best

*These countries have been industrialised on classic
lines: primifive accumulation at the expense of the
peasantry, accelerated.by bureaucratic terror.

**For 45 years the French "Communist" party has not
taken a single step towards the conquest of power. The
same situation applies in all advanced nations which
have not fallen under the heel of the so-called Red
Army . |
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Lhe brilliance of this theoretical knowledge called jor -an appropriate praxis.
Gradually they had discovered those with whom wrecking the social machine
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International” becan. (The Return of the Durutti Column)

guarantee of repression = without this "opposite
jon " the humanist -democratic fecade of the
system would collcpse and its essential violence
would be lzid bare . In the struggle with the
militent proletariet , these organisations are
the unfailing defenders of the bureaucratic
counter=-revolution , and the doclile creatures

of its foreign policy . They are the bearers of
the most blatant falsehood in a world of lies ,
working diligently for the perennial and univer=
cal dectatorship of the State and the Economy .

As the situationists put it , " a universally
dominant social system , tending toward totalitas
rian self=regulation , is apparently being
resisted - but only apparently - by false forms
of opposition which remain trapped on the battle-
field ordained by the system itself . Such
illusary resistance can only serve to reinforce
wihat it pretends to attack . Bareaucratic
pseudo=-socialism is only the most grandiose of
these guises of the olcd world of hierarchy and
alienated labour "

As for student unionism , it is nothing but
the travesty of a travesty , the useless burle=-
sque of a trade unionism itself long totally
degenerate .

The principal platitude of all future revol-
utionery organisation must be the theoretical
and practical denunciation of Stalinism in 211
its forms . In France at least , where economic

beckwardness has slowed down the consciousness of

crisis , the only possible road is over the ruins
of Satlinism . It must become the delenda est
Carthago of the last revolution of prehistory .
Revolution must break with its past , and
derive all its poetry from the future . Little
groups of "militants " who clasim to represent the
authentic Bolshevik heritage are voices from
beyond the grave . These angels come to avenge
the "betraysl " of the October Revolution will
"always support the defence of the USSR -if only
" in the last instance . " They"under -developed"
natiocns are their promised land . They can scarce
ely sustain their illusions outside this context,
where their objective role is to buttress theor=

Thus it was that their palavers with the '

‘Occult
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“Since | was a child my
happiness has sprung from my
principles and my tastes. They
were always the sole source of
my attitude and my actions:
perhaps I will ¢o still further,
I'm sure it's possible. But to
2o back, no. Men's prejudices
fill me with too much horror,
I hate their civilisations, their
virtues and their gods too in-
tensely ever to sacrifice any-
thing to them.”

Jules Ravachol, known as
Francisque Koenigstein, born
the 11th October 1854. Height:
| metre 66. Profession: dyer.

KF»Q

Frequents revolutionary circles.
Reasons for detention: destriic-
tion of buildines and possess-
., ion. of bombs. (The Return of
W the Durutti Column)

- CICAARY

etical underdevelopement . They struggle for the
dead body of "Trotsky ", invent a thousand
variations on the same ideological theme , and
end up with the same brand of practical and
theoretical impotence . Forty years of countere
revolution separate these groups from the
Revolution ; since this is not 1920 they can only
be woong ( and they were already wromg in 1920 ).
Consider the fate of an ultra=Leftist
group like Socfalism ou Barbarie , where after
the departure of a "traditional Marxist "
faction ( the impotent Pouvoir OQuvrier ) a core
of revolutionery "modernists "™ under Cardan
disintegrated and disappeared within 18 months .
While the old categories are no longer revolut=
ionary , a rejection of Marxism & la Cardan is no
substitute for the reinvention of a total crit-

‘ique . The Scylls and Charybdis of present revol-

utionary action are the museum of revolutionary
prehistory and the modernism of the system
itself .
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“Two thousand vears
of christianity hav e
fostered the masochism
of all these intellectuuls.
T his is our lucky break:
and it won't stop here.”
(The Return of the
Durutti Column)

As for the verious anarchist groups , they

possess nothing beyond a pathetic and ideological
fzith in this label . They Jjustify every kind of

self =contradiction in liberesl terms : free
speech , of opinion , and other such bric-—e-

brac . Since they tolerate each other , they would

tolerate anything .

The predominant social system , which flate
ters itself on its modernisation and its perm-
snence , must now be confronted with a worthy
enemy : the equally modern negative forces
vhich it produces . Let the dead bury their
dead . The advance of history has a practical
demystifying effect - it helps exorcise the
ghosts which haunt the revolutionary conse
ciousness . Thus the revolution of everday
life comes face to face with the enormity of
its task . The revolutionary project must be
reinvented , as much as the life it announces .
If the project is still essentially the aboli=
tion of class society , it is because the
meterial conditions upon which revolution was
based are still with us . But revolution must be
conceived with a new coherence and a new rad-
jcalism , starting with a clear grasp of the
feilure of those who first began it . Other-
wise its fragmentary realisation will
bring about only a new division of society .

The fight between the powers—that-be
and the new proletariat cen only be in
terms of the totality . And for this rease
on the future revolutionary movement must
be purged of any tendency to reproduce within

jtself the alienation produced by the commodity
system % , it must be the living critique

*Whose defining characteristic is the dominance of
work qua commodity.
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“Yes. Marx’'s thought really is a critique of everyday life.” (The Return of the
Durutti Column)

of that system and the negation of it , carry=-
ing all the elements essential for its trans-
cendence . As Lukacs cerrectly showed , reve
olutionary organisation is this necessary
mediation between theory and practice ,

between man and history , between the mass
of workers and the proletariat constituted

as a class ( Lukacs' mistake was to believe
that the Bolsheviks fulfilled this role ).
If they are to be realised in practice "theoret=
ical tendencies or differences must be traslated
inte organisational problems o, It is by its
organisation that a new revolutionary movement
will stand or fall . The final criterion of
its coherence will be the compatibility of its
actual form with its essential project =
@g&ﬁgz.wﬁWL
Workers! Councils as foreshadowed by the
proletarian revolutions of the last hundred
years . There can be no compromise with the
foundations of existing society = the system of
commodity production ; ideology in all ifts
guises ; the State ; and the imposed division of
labour from leisure .

The rock on which the old revolutionary move
ement foundered was the seperation of theory
and practice . Onky at the supreme moments of

struggle did the proletariat supersede this
division and attain their truth . As a rule

the principle seems to have been hic Rhodus ,
hic non salta . Ideology , however "revolut-
jonary ", always serves the ruling class ;

false consciousness is the alarm signal
revealing the presence of the enemy fifth
column . The lie is the essential product of

the world of alienation , and the most effecte
ive killer of revolutions : once an organisation
which claims the social truth adoptw the lie as
a tactic , its revolutionary career is finished .



All the positive aspects of the Yorkers®
Councils must be already there in an organise
ation which aims at realisation . All relics of
the Leninist theory of organisation must be
fought and destroyed . The spontaneous
creation of Soviets by the Russian workers in
1905 waes in itself a practical critique of that
baneful theory , vet the Bolsheviks continued to
claim that workins=class spontaneity could not
go beyond " trade union consciousness™ and
wouléd be unable to grasp the "totality ". This
was no less than a decaptiation of the prolet-
ariat so that the Party could place itself
"at the head " of the Revolution . If once you
dispute the proletariat's capacity to emancip-
ate itself , as Lenin did so ruthlessly , then
you deny its capacity to organise all aspects of
a poste=revolutionary society . In such a context,
the slogan "All Power to the Soviets " meant
nothing more than the subjection of the Soviets
to the Party , and the installation of the Party
State in place of the temporary "State " of the
armed masses .

" 211 Power to the Soviets " is still
the slogan , but this time without the Bolsh-
evik afterthoughts . The proletariat can oily
play the game of revolution if the stakes
are the whole world , for the only possible
form of workers'! power - generalized and
complete autogestion = can be shared with
nobody . Workers® control is the abolition of
all authority : it can abide no limitation ,
geographical or otherwise : any compromise
amounts to surrender . "Workers' contrcl must
be the means and the end of the struggle : it is
at once the goal of that struggle and its ade=

equate form "( International Situationniste 10) .

A total  critique of the world is the
guarantee of the realism and reality of a reve
olutionary organisation . To tolerate the existe

ence of an oppressive social system in one plaee

or another , simply because it is packaged and
sold as revolutionary , is to condone universal
oppression . To accept alienation as inevktable
- in any one domain of social life is to resign
oneself to reification in all its forms . It
is not enough to fabour Workers' Councils in
the abstract ; in concrete terms they mean
the abolition of commodiiies and therefore of
the proletariat . Despite their superficial
disparities , all existing societ ies are
governed by the logic of commodities - and
The commodity is the basis of their dreams
of self-regulation . This famous fetichism is
still the essential obstacle to a total
emancipation , to the free construction of
social life . In the world of commodities ,
externsl and invisible forces direct men's
actions ; autonomous action directed towards
clearly perceived goals is impossible . The
strength of economic laws lies in their ability
to take on the appearance of natural ones , but
it 18~ also their weakness , for their effecte=
.iveness thus depends o on " the lack of
consciousness of those who help create them ".
The market has one central principle = the
loss of self in the aimless and unconscious
creation of a world beyond the control of its
creators . The revoclutionary core of autogestion

is the attack on this principle . Autogestion
is conscious deirection by all of their
whole existence . It is not some vision of a

workers?! control of the market which is
merely to choese one's own alienation , to
programme one's own survival (squaring the
capitalist circle ). The task of the Workers!
Councils will not be the autogestion of the
world which exists , but its continual quale
itative transformation . The commodity and its
laws ( that vast detour in the history of man's
production of himself 3 will be superseded by a
new social form . .

With autogestion ends one of the fundament-
al splits in modern society =between a labour
vhich becomes increasingly reified and a "leispre®
consumed in passivity . The death of the commod~
ity naturally means the suppression of work

and its replacement by a new type of free
activity . Without this firm intention , social-
ist groups like Socialisme ou Barbarie or
Pouvoir Ouvrier fell back on a reformism of
labour couched in demands for its "humaniz-
ation ". But it is work itself which must be
called in question . Far from being an |
"Utopia " , its suppression is the first conde
ition for a break with the market . The every-
day division between "free time " and"working
hours " , those complementary sectors of
alienated life is an expression of the
internal contradiction—SE—tw_eme use-

value and exchange-value of the commodity . It
has become the strongest point of the commod-
ity ideology , the one contradiction which inte
ensifies wkth the rise of the consumer . To
destroy it , no strategy short of the abolition
of work will do . It is only beyond the
contradiction of use-value and exnhange-

value that history begins , that men make

their activity an object of their will and their
consciousness , and see themselves in the world
they have created . The democracy of Workers®
Councils i3 the resolution of all previous
contradictions . It makes "everything which
exists apart from individuals impossible .™

What is the revblutionary project ? The
conscious domination of history by the men who
make it . Modern histoy , like all past history
is the product of social praxis , the unconscious
result of humen action . In the epoch of totalit-
arian contrel , capitalism has produced its wwn
religion : the spectacle .In the spectacle ,
ideology becomes flesh of our flesh , is real-
iced here on earth . The world itself walks
upside down . And like the "eritique of
religion " in Marx's #ay ., the ¢ritique of the
spectacle is now the essentiel precondition
of any critigue .

The problem of revolution 1s once again
& concrete issue . On one side the grandiose
structures of technology and material prod-
uction 3 on the other a dissatisfaction which
can only grow more profound . The bourgeoisie
and its Eastern heirs , the bureaucracy , cannot
devise the means to use their own over -devel-
onement , which will be the basis of the poetr
of the future , simply because they both depend
on the preservation of the old order . At the
most they harness over=developement to invent
new repressions ., For they know only onse trick ,
the accumulation of Captial and hence the
proletariat - a proletarian being a: man with
no power over the use of his life , and who
knows it . The new proletariat inherits the
riches of the bourgeois world and this gives it
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its historical chance . Its task is to transform everday life . With the self-destruction of (he
and destroy these riches , to constitute them as working class art and philosphy shall be

part of a human project : the total approp- realised . To tramaform the world and to
riation of nature and of human nature by man . change the structure of life are one and the

A realised human nature can only mean the same thing for the proletariat =they are the
infinite multiplication of real desires  and passwords to its destruction as a class , its
their gratification . These real desires are dissolution of the present reign of necessity ,
the underlife of present society , crammed by and its accession to the realm of liberty .
the spectacle into the darkest corners of the AS its maximum programme it has the radical
revolutionary unconscious , realised by the critique and free reconstruction of all values
spectacle anly in the dreamlike delirium of and patterns of behaviour imposed by an alien-
its own publicity . We must destroy the speci- ated reality . The only poetry it can acknowledge
acle itself , the whole apparatus of commod- is the creativity released in the making of
ity society , if we are to realise human needs . history , the free invention of each moment and
We must abolish those pseudoneeds and false each event :Lautreamonts Poesie faite par tous-
desires which the system manufactures daily in the beginning of the revolutionary celebration .
order to preserve its power . For proletarian revolt is a festival or it is

The liberation of modern history , and the nothing ; in revolution the road of excess leads
free use of his hoarded asquisitions , can come once and for all to the palace of wisdom . A
only from the forces it represses . In the ninete palace which knows only one rationality : the
eenth centmry the proletariat was already the - game . The rules are simple : to live instead
inheritor of philosphy ; now it inherits modern of devising a lingering death , and to undulge
art and the first conscious critique of _ untrammelled desire .

POSTSCRIPT: if you make a social

revolution, do it for fun

If the above text needed confirmation , it was amply provided by the reactions to
its publication . In Stasbourg itself , a very respectable and somewhat olde-worlde

city , the traditional reflex of outraged horror was still accessible -witness Judge
Llabador's naive admission that our ideas are subversive ( see our introduction ). At this

level too , the press seized on the passing encouragements to stealéng and hedonism
(interpreted , inevitably , in a narrow erotic sense ). The union cellars had become the
most infamous dive in Strasbourg . The offices- had been turned into a pigsty, with students
daubing on the walls and relieving themselves in the corridors . They had come with inflat-
able mattresses to sleep on the premises "with women and children "! Minors had been

perverted ....
The amoral popular press was of course at wit's end to find adequate labels : the

Provos , the Beatniks , and a "weird group of anarchists " were variously reported to
have seised power in the city . Under the direction of sk*tuationist beatniks , the Universe=
ity restaurant was in the red , and the union's Morsiglia holiday camp had been used

free , gratis and for nothing by these gentlemen .

Some tried their hand at analysis , but only communicated the stunned incomprehension
of a man suddenly ¢ aught in quicksands : " The San PFrancisco and London beatniks , the
mods and rockers of the English beaches , the hooligans behind the Iron Gurtain , all have
been largely superseded by this wave of new-style nihilism . Today it is no longer a matter
of outrageous hair and clothes , of dancing hysterically to induce a state of eesstasy , no
longer even a matter of entering the artificial paradise of drugs . From now on , the
international young people who are ‘against It ' is no longer satisfied with provoking
society , but intent on destroying it - on destroying the very foundations of a society
‘made for the old and rich * and acceding to a state of 'freedom without any kind of
restriction whatsoever ' " .

Tt was the Rector of the University who led the chorus of modernist: repression :

» These students have unsulted their professors , " he declared . " They should be dealt
with by psychiatrists . I don't want to take any legal mearues against them - they abauld
be in a lunatic asylum . As to their incitement to illegal acts , the Minister of the
Interior is looking into that ". ("I stand for freedom , " he added ,) Later , besieged
by the press , he reiterated that " We need sociologists and psychologists to explain
such phenomena to us ", An Italian journalist replied that some of his most brilliant
social-science students were in fact responsible for the vhole affair . The situationists
had an ever better reply to such appeals to psychiatric cops : through the agency of the
student mutual organisation , they officially closed the local student psychiatric clinic .

*"They believe that all things are common, whence Bishop of Strasbourg, while attacking the Brethren '
. they conclude that theft is lawful for them": the of the Free Spirit in 1317,
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It is to be hoped that one day such institutions will be physically destroyed rather
than tolerated , but in the meantime this "administrative " decision has such an exemplary

valme that it is worth quoting :
The administrative committee of the Strasbourg section of the Muteelle

Nationale des Etudiahts de France .... ,

considering that the University Psychological Aid Bureaux(BAPU) represent

the introduction of a para-police control of students , in the form of a rep=
ressive psychiatry whose clear function everywhere -somewhere between outright
judicial oppression and the degrading lies of the mass spectacle - is to

help maintain the apathy of all the exploited victims of modern capifalism j

considering that this type of modernist repression ... was evoked as soon

as the Committee of the General Federal Association of the Strasbourg Students
made known its adhesion to situationist theses by publishing the pamphlet

"Of Student Povwerty ... ", and that Rector Bayen was quite ready to

denounce those responsible to the press as " fit cases for the psychiatrists";
considering that the existence of a BAPU is a scandal and a menace to all

those students of the University who are determined to think for themselves ,
hereby decides that from the twelfth of January , 1967 , the BAPU of Strasbourg

shall be closed down . _ | .

Another deve10pmént which mus®t ﬁave been predictable to any studious reader of the
pamphlet was the attempt to explain away the Strasbourg affair in terms of a "cikisis
in the universities ". Le Monde , the most "serious" French paper , and a platform for
technocratic liberalism , kept its head while all around were losing theirs ., After a
long silence to get its breath back , it published an article which shackled situatione
ist activity in Alsace to the "present student malaise "(another symptom : fascist
violence in Paris University ), for which the only cure is to give "real responsibility" *
to the students (read :let them direct their own alienation ), This type of reasoning
refuses a priori to see the obvious that so-called student malaise is a symptom of a

far more general disease .

Much was made of the unrepresentative character of the union committee , although
it had been quite legally elected . It is quite true , however , that our friends got
power thanks to the apathy of the vast majority . The action had no mass base whatsoever,
What it achieved was to expose the emptiness of student politics and indicate the
minimum requirements for any conceivable movement of revolutionary students . At the
general assembly of the National Union of French Students in January , the Strasbourg
group proposed a detailed motion calling for the dissolution of the organisation , and
obtained the im;licit support of a large number of honest but confusdd delegates ,
disgusted by the corridor politics and phoney revolutionary pretensions of the union .
Such disgust , though perhaps a beginning , is not enough : a revolutionary conscious=
ness among students would be the very opposite of student consciousness . Until students
realise that their interests coincide with those of all who are exploited by modern
capitalism , there is little or nothing to be hoged'?EF'fram the universities . Mean-
while , the exemplary gestures of avant-garde minorities are the only form of radical
activity available .

This holds good not only in the universities but almost everywhere . In the absence
of a widespread revolutionary consciousness , a quasi=terroristic denunciation of the
official world is the only possible planned public action on the part of a revolutionary
group . The importance of Strasbourg lies in this : if offers one possible model of
such action . A situation was created in which society was forced to finance , publicise
and broadcast a revolutionarycritique of itself , and furthermore to confirm this
critique through its reactions to it . It was essentially a lesson in turning the tables
on contemporary society . The official world was played with by a group that understood
its nature better than the official world itself . The exploiters were elegantly exploit-
ed . But despite the virtuosity of the operation , it should be seen as no more than an
initial and , in view of what is to come , very modest attempt toareate the praxis by
which the orisis of this society as a whole can be precipitated ; as such , it raises
far wider problems of revolutionary organisation and tactics . As the mysterious MK
remarked to a journalist , Strasbourg itself was no more than "al little experiment ",

The concept of "subversion " (detournement ), originaslly used by the situationists
in a purely cultural context , can well be used to describe the type of activity at pres-
ent available to us on many fronts . An early definition : " the redeployment of pre-
existing artistic elements within a new ensemble ... Its two basic principles are the
loss of importance of each originally independent element (which may even lose its
first sense completely ), and the organisation of a new significant whole which confers
a fresh meaning on each element " (of Internationale Situationniste 3 pp 10-11). The
historical significance of this technique or game derives from its ability to both
devalue and"reinvest " the heritage of dead cultural past , so that "subversion
negates the value of previous forms of expression ... but at the same time expresses the
search for a broader form , at a highér level = for a new creative currency ". Suversion
counters the manoeuvre of modern society , which seeks to recuperate and fossilize the
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relics of past creativity within its spectacle . It is clear that this struggle on the
cultural terrain is no different in structure from the more general revolutionary
struggle ; subversion can therefore also be conceived as the creation of a new

use value for political and social debris : a sutdent union , for example , recuperatead
long ago and turned into a paltry agency of repression , can become a beacon of sedition
and revolt . Subversion is a form of action tramscending the separation between art and
politics : it is the art of revolution .

Strasbourg marks the beginning of a new period of situationist activity . The social
position of situationist thought has been determined up to now by the following contrad-
jction : the most highlydeveloped critique of modern life has been made in one of the
least highly developed modern countries = in a country which has not yet reached the
point where the complete disintegration of all values becomes pabently obvious and
engenders the corresponding forces of radical rejection . In the French context ,
situationist theory has anticipated the social forces by which it will be realised .

In the more highly developed countries , the opposite has happened : the forces of
revolt exist , but without a revolutionary perspective . the Commitee of 100 or the
Berkeley rebellion of 1964 , for example , were spontaneous mass movements which
collapsed because they proved incapable of grasping more than the incidental aspects of
alienation ( The Bomb , Free Speech .... ), because they failed to understand that
these were merely specific manifestations of everyone's exclusion from the whole of
his experience , on every level of individual and social life . Without a critique of
this fundamental alienation , these movements c¢duld never articulate the real diss=-
atisfaction which created them - dissatisfaction with the nature of everyday life = while
as specialised "causes " they could only become integrated or dissolve . As a shrewd
Italian journalist wrote in L'Europeo , situationist theory is the "missing link " in
the developmeat of the new forces of the immense discontent of contemporary youth , as
from the industrial struggle which continues in all its violence at the shop=floor level,
The time will come = and our job is to hasten it - when these two currents join forces .
Louise Crowley has indicated  the reactionary role to which the old workers'! movement
is now doomed : the maintenance of work made potentially unnecessary by the progress
of automation ., Whatever Solidarity may think , outright opposition to forced labour is
going to become a rallying=point of revolutionary activity in the most advanced areas of
the world .

Already , in the highly industrialised countries , the decomposition of modern
society is becoming obvious at a mass level . All previous ideological explanations of
the world have callapsed , and left the misery and chaos of everyday life without
any coherent dissimulation at all ., Politics , morality and culture are all in ruins =
and have now reached the point of being marketed as“such , as their own paredy , the spece=
tacle of decadénce being the last desperate attempt to stabilise the decadence of the
spectacle . Less and less masks the reduction of the whole of life to the production ani
consumption of commodities ; less and less masks the relationship between the isokation,
emptiness and anguish of everday life and this dictatorship of the commodity ; less and
less masks the incressing waste of the corces of production , and the richness of lived
experience now possible if these forces were only used to fulfil human desires instead
of to repress them ,

If England is the temporary capital of the spectacular worléd , it is because no
other country could teke its demoralization soseriously . The island , having recovered
from its fit of satirical giggles , has flipped out . The consumption of h¥steris
hes become a principle of social production , but one where the real banality of the
goods keeps breaking the surface , and letting loose a necessary violence - the violence
of a man who has been given everything , but finds that ever thing is phoney .

Fashion accelerates because revolution is treading on its teil , |

With the end of the first phase of ope , the spectacle is beginning to pitch its
convulsive tent in the theatre and art gallery . Degenerate bourgmots entertaimment is
dying of self=consciousness and impotent dislike of its audience : rather than mount
improvised "political " tear-jerkers , it should learn to destroy itself . Now is the
TiRG TOr N CHrISTODNer ey Tevival o 2

' Pake culture j fake politics . If we pass over student unionism in Anglo=fmerica »
it is out of simple contempt . There is a sharpening of the pseudo-struggle (Reagan
versus the Regents , LSE versus Adams , bit its only interest is in guessing which
side is financed by the CIA . The truimph of Wilsonism is more important , since its
harsh mediocrity reveals the ogic of modern capitalism : the stronger the Labour Movemw

ent , with its bone~hard hierarchies and its sehool -teacher notions of technology
and social justice , the greater the guarantee of total repression . The militant
proletariat , whose opposition to the eapitalist system is unsbated , will remain :
revolutionary chickenfeed till the myth of the Labour Movement has been finally leid .

- With the decline of the spectacular antagonisms (Tory /Labour , East / West ,

High Culture / Low Culture ), the official Left is looking round for new mock battles
to fight ., It has always had a masochistic urge to embrace the tough-minded alternative .
The orthodox"communist " party owed its popularity among the lumpenintelligentsia to
an assertiont hat it was too practical to have time for theory = & claim amply
confirmed by its own blend of flaccid intellectual nullity and permanent politicael
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impotence . Those who counsel "working within the Labour Movement " play on the same

secret craving to rush around with buckets

of water trying to light a fire . The latest

enthuisiasm of the Left is Mao's "cultural revolution ", that farce produced by
courtesy of the Chinese bureaucracy (complete with blue jokes about red panties )e To
repeat an old adage , there is no revolution without the arming of the working class .
A revolution of unarmed séhoolchildren , which even then has to be neutered by the
"support " of the army , is a pseudo-revolution serving some obscure need forread=
justment within the bureaocracy . As a tactic for bureaucratic reorganisation it is
familiar - after the hysterical and ineffective purge of the Right comes the appeal

to "discipline ", the call " to purify our ranks and eliminate individualism "{People's

Daily , 21lst Feb;, 1967 ),and finally the esseniial

purge of the Left . Far from

marking an attack on "sociallist " bureaucr=cy , the GPCR msTks the bureaucracy's first

L=

2dfustnant to the technicues of neo=capitalist repression , its colonisation of every=

s iife . It is the berinning of the Great Leap Forward to Kruschev's Fussia and Kenne

edy's fmerica. .

The real revolution begins at home :

in the desperation of consumer production ,

in the continueing struggle of the unofficial working oiass . As yet this unofficial
revolt has an official ideology . *he notion that modern cepitalism is producing new
revolutionary forces , new poverties of a new proletariat , is still suppressed . Instead
there is an & priori fascination with the "conversion " or the "subversion " of the old
union movement . The militants are recuperating themselves ( and their intellectual "ad=
visors " urge on the process ). The only real subversion is in & new consciousness and
e_new alliance - the location of the struggle in the banalities of everyday life , in the

supermerket and t he beatclub as well as

on the shopfloor . The enemy is entrism ,

culturzl or political . Art and the Labour Movement are dead ! Long live the Situatione

ist International !

KINDLY LEAVE
THE STAGE

ON ROLES

Our efforts , our boredom , our defeats , the
absurdity of our acts stem for the most part from the
imperious necessity in our present situation of appearing
hybrid persons , hostile to our real desires under the
cover of satisfying them. " We wish to live as the ideal
of others , and strain ourselves for it to appear so. We
work to embellish and conserve this imaginary being
~ and neglect the genuine." Made in the 17th century ,
at a time that bore some semblence to healthiness ,
when the crisis of organised appearances was only in
the consciousness of the clearest thinkers , Pascal's
remark has a new life today , when values are
decomposing , banal and obvious to everyone. By
what magic do we attribute to lifeless forms the
liveliness of human passions ? Why do we succumb to
the seductions of borrowed attitudes ? What is a role ?

What drives men to seek power other than the

feebleness to which this power reduces him ? The tyrant

is irritated by the duties which the very submission of
his people imposes on him. The divine consecration of
his authority over men he pays for with a perpetual
mythical sacrifice , with a permanent humility before
God. In leaving the service of God , he leaves the
service of the people thus given to serve him. The
phrase "vox populi , vox Dei" has to be interpreted as
"what God wishes , the people wish". The slave would
soon be angered by a submission which did not
compensate by the bribe of authority in exchange. In
fact , every submission gives the right to some power ,
and there is no power except at the price of some
submission , which is why some so easily agree to be

governed. Power is partially exercised everywhere , at
every level of the hierarchical cascade. It is there that
its contestable ubiquitousness lies.

The role is a consumation of power. It is situated in
hierarchical representation , and thus in the spectacle;
high , low and inbetween , but never preceding or
outside it. As such , it appears in the cultural
mechanism , it is initiation. The role is also the
currency of exchange in the individual's sacrifice , in
that capacity it exerts as a compensatory function. A
result of separation , it tries to create a behavioural
unity , and in doing so it appeals to identification.

The expression "to play a role in society" shows well
enough by its restricted usage that the role is a
distinction reserved for a certain number of select people.
The Roman slave , the serf of the Middle Ages , the
agricultural worker , the proletariat brutalised by
thirteen hours of work a day , they did not hold roles ,
or held them to such a rudimentary degree that
civilised people saw them more as animals than men.
There exists , in effect , a misery beyond the misery of
the spectacle. Since the 19th century , the notion of
good and bad workers has been vulgarised , as the
notion of master/slave was distributed into the myth
along with Christ. Previously it vulgarised with less
effort and less importance , even as Marx saw fit to mock
at it. Thus the role , like mythical sacrifice , becomes
democratised: Inauthenticity at everyone's door , or the
triumph of Socialism.

Take a man at thirty five. Every morning he starts his
car , arrives at his office , sorts through his papers ,
eats out in town , plays poker , sorts through his papers
again , leaves work , goes home , greets his wife and
kisses his children , eats a steak in front of the T.V. ,
goes to bed , makes love and falls asleep. What
reduces the life of a man to this pitiable set of cliches ?
a journalist , a policeman , an investigator , a




oopular novelist ? No = it's the man himself who drives
himself to decompose his day into a sucession of poses
chosen more or less from the gamut of dominant
stereotypes. His body won over and his consciousness
lost , seduced by a sucession of images he turns away
from authentic pleasure , to achieve , by a passion-
ately unjustifiable method , an adulterated joy too
demonstrative to be anything other than a facade. The
roles assumed one after the other give him a titillated
excitement when he suceeds in modelling them faithfully
on stereotypes. He draws the satisfaction of a well
fulfilled role from his vehemence in denying himself ,
in sacrificing himself.

The omnipotence of masochism | As others were Count
of Sandomir , Palatine of Smirnov , Duke of Courlande,
Margrave of Thorn , it charges its facets with a totally
personal majesty: motorist , employee , chef ,
subordinate , collegue , client , seducer , friend ,
stamp collector , husband , father of a famiiy . TV s
viewer , citizen... However this amorphous nonentity
is not a mechanical imbecile. For brief instants his
everyday life liberates an energy which , if it were not
recuperated , absorbed , dispersed and squandered in
roles would serve to overthrow the whole universe of
survivai. Who can tell the force of an impassioned
dream , of a pleasure in living , of the birth of a desire,
of a burst of sympathy? These moments of authentic life
everyone seeks spontanaeously , to enlarge them so that
they can achieve the integrality of everyday life , but
conditioning reduces most men to pursuing them as
dreams , the effect of inhuman bias being that they are

lost for ever the instant they are achieved.
There exist a life and a death of stereotypes. Such an

image seduces , serves as a model for thousands of
individual roles , then crumbles and disappears accord-
ing to the law of the consumable; renewal and built in
obsolescence . Where does the society of the spectacle
find its new stereotypes ? In creativity , which
prevents certain roles conforming to the aging

stereotype (just as language is renovated by contact with

popular usage) and in the game which transforms roles.

To the dearee to which a role conforms toa
stereotype , it tends to congeal , to take on the static

character of its model. It has no present , no past , no
future , for it is a time of posing , that is , a pause in
time - time compressed into the dissociated space-time,
which is the space-time of power.(always ; according to
this logic , the strength of the power lies in its joint
force of actually separating and falsely unifying). One
relies on comparing it to a cinematographic image (or
better to one of its elements: it's like a predetermined
attitude which , rapidly repeated a large number of
times with minimal variations gives.a picture).
Repetition is assured here by the rythyms of publicity
and information , by the faculty of creating talk about
roles , and , as a consequence , the possibility of one
day posing as a stereotype (the case of Bardot ,.....,
James Dean) . But whatever the weight it has in the
balance of dominant opinion , the role has above all
the mission of adapting its victims to the norms of social
organisation , to integrate them with the peaceful world
of objects. That is why you see the cameras of renown
lying in wait everywhere , seizing banal existences ,
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making the heart the business of the postman and making
superfluous hair a question of beauty. Clothing an
abandoned lover as Tristan at a discount , a tattered
old man as a symbol of the past , and a housewife as a
good fairy of the home , the spectacle grafted onto
everyday life has left Pop Art far behind. It was
predictable that some people would base mode s on
collages - always renumoratory = of conjugal smiles ,

of disabled children and of handyman geniuses.

There's no more left unless the spectacle should thus
reach the critical stage , the last one before the effect-
ive presence of the everyday. Roles dance too near

their negation. The failure carries out his role in a
mediocre way , the unadapted refuses his. To the extent
to which the spectacle has crumbled , it encompasses
unfaviourable sectors , feeds on its own crap.

Voiceless singers , seedy artists , unhappy laureates ,
insipid stars who traverse the sky of publicity with a
frequency which determines their place in the

hierarchy.

There remain the unrecuperable , those who refuse
roles , those who elaborate the theory and practice of
this refusal. It is in the context of nonradaptation to
the society of the spectacle that a new poetry of
experience will arise , a re-invention of life.

Deflating roles precipitates the decompression of
spectacular time to the profit of experienced space-time.
Is living intensively anything but turning aside from the
path of time lost in appearances? Is not life in its
happiest moments a dilated present which refuses the
accelerated time of power , the time which runs in
gutters of dead years , the time of aging.

|dentification: the principle is that of Szandi's test.
Invited to choose , from forty-eight photos of invalids
in a state of paroxysm , those which inspire sympathy
or aversion in him , the patient infallibly gives his
preference to those individuals representing a drive
which he accepts , and rejects the individuals with
drives which he represses. He defines himself with
positive and negative identifications. From the choice
made , the psychiatrist constructs a picture of drives ,
on the basis of which he discharges his patient or sends
him to the climatised crematoria of the asylums.

Consider the imperatives of the society of
consumption , a society where man's existence is solely
to consume - consume Coca Cola , literature , ideas ,
sentiments , architecture , T.V. ,power. The products .
of consumption , ideologies , stereotypes , are the
photos in a huge Szondi's test , in which each one of
us is continually invited to take part , not by a simple
choice but by a commitment , by a practical activity.
The necessity of selling objects , ideas , models of
behaviour , implies a decoding centre where a sort of
motivational profile of the consumers helps to correct
choices and to create new needs better adapted to the
consumable goods. You can consider market studies ,
motivation technique , opinion surveys , sociological
inquiries , structuralism as entering anarchically and
with many weaknesses into such a project. Coordination
and rationisation are lacking? the cyberneticians will
handle that , if we let them live.




20

At first sight , the choice of consumable image seems
orimordial . The-housewife-who-uses- Omo-for-washing
is different from the-housewife-who-uses-Ariel , but
the difference is a question of sales figures. Similarly
the Labour voter differs from the Conservative , the
Communist from the Christian. But the boundary is less
and less discernable. The spectacle of incoherence
comes in to give values to the absolute zero of values.
So well that identification with no matter what ,
entails it , bit by bit , like the necessity of consuming
anything whatsoever , or the importance of being
faithful in the choice of cars , of an idol or a
oolitician. Isn't the essential thing , after all , to
render man a stranger to his desires and to place him in
the spectacle , in the controlled zone? Good or bad ,
honest or criminal , the form doesn't matter as long as
you lose yourself in it. For Khruschev his Yevtushenko ,
and the hooligans will be O.K.. The third force alone
has nothing with which to identify , no opponent , no
supposedly revolutionary leader. It is the force of
identity where everyone recognises himself and finds
himself. There , no one decides for me in my name , my
liberty is that of everyone.

Mental illness doesn't exist. It is a convenient
category for collecting and keeping on one side
accidents of identification. Those who power can no
longer govern it accuses of madness. There , you find
the extremists and monomaniacs of the role. You also
find those who laugh at or refuse roles. Their isolation
is the criterion which condemns them. Let a general
identify himself with France with the backing of millions
of voters end he will find an opposition to seriously
contest the position he pretends to. Don't we see with
the same success Horbigger inventing a Nazi physics ,
General Walker and Barry Goldwater contrasting the
superior , white , godly and capitalist man to the
inferior , black , devil inspired communist? France
meditates and demands of God the wisdom of oppressing
Spain , and everywhere in the world the rulers prove by
their cold frenzy that man is a machine for governing.
|dentification creates madness , isolation not at all.

The role is that carictature of the self which one
adopts in every situation , and which appears in every
situation in its absence. But the absence is regulated ,
adorned , decked out with garlands. Paranoics , schizo-

phrenics ,sadistic killers whose role is not recognised as

useful (isn't distributed under the label of power as is
that of the cop , the ruler , the soldier) find their
usefulness in the special locations , asylums , prisons ,
museums of a sort , from which the government reaps a

double profit , eliminating in them dangerous rivals and |

enriching the spectacle with negative stereotypes. Bad
examples and their exemplary punishment give some
point to the spectacle and protect it. It only needs the
the encouragement of identification in accentuating
isolation to destroy the false distinction between social
alienation and mental alienation.

"At the other pole of absolute identification , there
exists a method of placing oneself apart from one's role ,
a zone of games which is a veritable nest of rebel
attitudes of the spectacular order. You never totally
lose yourself inside a role. Even reflected , the will to

live has a potential of violence always near to deviating
from the paths traced out for one. The faithful lackey
who identifies with his master may also cut his throat at
an opportune moment. He reaches the point where his
privelege of biting like a dog awakes a desire to hit out
like a man. lIts because identification , like all
inhumanity , has its origin in the human. The

inauthentic life is nourished by authentically experienced

desires And identification via the role scores a

double victory: it absorbs the game of metamorphosis ,
the pleasure of masking oneself and going around under
all the worlds forms , it appropriates the old
labarinthine passion of losing oneself so as to find one-
self better , the game of drifting and metamorphosis. It
also absorbs the reflex of identity , the wish to find in
others the richest and most authentic parts of oneself.
The game then stops being a game , coagulates , loses
the choice of its own rules. The search for identity
becomes identification.

Let's change perspective. A psychiatrist was able to
write :"acceptance by society leads the individual to
sublimate his sexual drives in cultural directions, which
is the best way of defending himself against them."
Clearly, that indicates that one assigns to the role the
mission of absorbing vital energy, of reducing erotic
force by using it up in a permanent sublimation. The
less there is of erotic reality, the more there are sexual-
ised forms in the spectacle. That role (Wilhelm Reich
called it 'the carapace') guarantees the impotence of

Hierarchical
Power

.. . . . Kosygin no longer talks , no longer asks
questions. He shrieks , orders , fixes quotas and dates
without consulting anyone - and all the People's
Commissars , the Generals , fidget guiltily , like a lot
of school boys being dressed down by a wrathful
headmaster. We avoid looking at one another. We all
know , and Kosygin knows , that the deficiencies are
real , that none of us can perform miracles.

At one point , inthe midst of a furious outburst against

Commissar Ginsburg , a telephone rings. Obviously
Kosygin recognises the signal. His tone , his facial
expression , his very posture change abruptly , become
soft , obsequious. "Yes , Josef Vissarionovich....lt
-will be done I.....Yes, I'll take immediate

measures. . ." he says. Stalin! Atremor of awe and respect

sweeps through the men around the table. We all sit as
if frozen into statues. Kosygin replaces the receiver
quietly , carefully , as if it were made of spun glass.
It takes him fully five minutes to swing back into his

angry mood of command and abuse.
* %%

(Frbni "] Chose Freedom" by VICTOR KRAVCHENKO
Published in 1946. The author committed suicide in
1963 in protest against U.S, involvement in Vietnam.)



playing. Contradictatorially, pleasure, the joy of liv-
ing, unrestrained enjoyment, breaks the carapace,
breaks the role. If the individual considered the world
not in the perspective of power but in a perspective of
which he is the only point of reference, he would soon
have to uncover those acts which truly free him, and
most authentically experienced moments, which are
like pinpoints of light in the grey canvas of roles.
Observe roles in the light of authentic experience,
X-ray them if you like, it allows of diverting the
energy invested in them, of sorting out truth from lies.
Work which is at the same time individual and collect-
ive. Equally alienating, roles will not however offer
the same resistance. You can extract yourse|f more
easily from the role of a seducer than that of a cop, a
leader or a priest. This is an aspect which everybody is
qualified to study from close quarters.

Compensation: Why do men put a price on roles some-
times greater than the price they put on their own
lives? In truth, because their life has no price, the ex-
pression showing here by its ambiguity that life is
beyond public evaluation, standardisation, and also
that such riches are, with regard to the spectacle, and
its criteria, unbearable poverty. For the consumer soc-

iety poverty is that which escapes becoming consumable.

To reduce man to a consumer passes then for an enrich-
ment, from the spectacular point of view. The more
things and roles you have, the more you are them, thus
is determined the organisation of appearance. But from
the point of view of experienced reallfy that which is
gained by a degree of power is lost in the same proport-
ion in the will for authentic realisation. That gained in

appearing is lost to being and to that which ought to be.

Thus experience always provides the raw material of
the social contract, it pays the entry fee. That's what
you sacrifice while compensation lies in brilliant or-

ganisation of appearance. And the more everyday life
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is impoverished, the more this exacerbates the charms
of the inauthentic. And the illusion entails it the more
everyday life is impoverished. Dislocated from the es-
sential by the force of constraints, inerdictions, lies,
experienced reality seems so unworthy of interest that
the avenues of experience monopolise all attention.
You see your role better than your own life. Compen-
sation gives, in the state of things, the privelege of
counting for more. The role compensates for an insuf-
ficiency: sometimes for the insufficiency of life, some-
times for the insufficiency of another role. So a worker
hides his bruises under the title of mini and the poverty
of even this role under the incomparably superior app-
earance of the owner of a Zephyr. But every role pays
you in mutiliations (overloads of work, alienation from
comfort, survival). Each role fills like an inefficient
bung the hole left by the expulsion of myself and of
true life. Take away the bung, there's a gaping wound.
The role is simultanaeously a menace and a protection.
But the menace is only felt in the negative, it doesn't
officially exist. Officially there is a menace when
there is a risk of the role being lost or devalued, when
you lose honour or dignity, when, according to the
hilariously precise expression, you 'lose face'. And this
ambiguity of the role explains to my mind why people
are still dependant on it, why it sticks to you like glue,
why you spend your life with it: impoverishing lived ex-
perience, it protects it against the revelation of its own
unbearable misery. An isolated individual would not
survive a revelation as brutal as that. And the role

participates in organised isolation, in separation, in false

unification. Compensation, like alcohol, furnishes the

doping necessary to the realisation of inauthentic possib-
ilities. There exists an intoxication of identification.

Survival and its protective illusions form an indissoluble
all. Roles are evidently extinguished when survival dis-
appears, as some deaths can give their names to a stereo-
type . Survival without roles is a private death. Just as
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we are condemned to survival, we are condemned io

'put a good face on it' in inauthenticity. Armour inhibits
the freedom of movement and deadens blows. Under the
carapace everything is tender. There remains the play
solution to put on a pretence of using roles cynically.

It is useful to adopt Rosanov's suggestion: "Externally
| am declinable. Subjectively, | am absolutely indeclin-
able. | do not agree within myself. An adverb or some
sort.." In the last resort, it's the world which must model
itself on the subjective, must suit me before | agree
with it. To throw away, to throw aside, roles like a pile
of dirty laundry comes back to denying separation and
falling into mysticism or solipsism. | am in the enemy,
and the enemy is in me. He must not kill me, that is
why | protect myself under the carapace of roles. And |
work, and | consume, and | know how to behave polite-
ly, and | commit no outrage against established values.
Such an artificial world needs destroying, however,
that's why shrewd people allow roles as play among
themselves. To pass for being irresponsable is the best
way of being resposible to yourself. All business is dirty
fight dirty. All roles are lies , let them dement you.
| love Jacques Vache's superb "l wander from ruins to
the village , my monocle of crystal and with a disquiet-
ing theory of painting. | have been sucessively a highly
praised author , a pornographic dauber and a scandalous
cubist painter. Now , | stay at home and leave to
others the task of explaining and discussing my person-
ality in the light of these indicators. | only need to be
totally truthful with those on my side , the defenders of
authentic life."

The more you can detach you can detach yourself from
a role the better you can manipulate it against the
enemy. The more you keep a sense of proportion , the
better you can acheive a lightness of movement. Friends
scarcely bother with forms , they argue to discover ,

knowina they can't injure themselves. Where commun-

HIERARCHICAL
POWER 2

"Think of it in specific terms', Ching suggested. "The
Hegemony is a highly Ordered and unnatural structure,
opposed to the basic Chaotic nature of the universe. The
approach of your Democratic League was to fight that
order in an Ordered manner - and since the Hegemony
is far more ordered than the League could ever be, you
could never obtain the Social Energy needed to substit-

ute your order for the existing order. In fact, the League

_ as the "Disloyal Opposition", absorbed much of the
random hostility to the Hegemony and zonverted these
Random Factors to predictable ones and thus actually
contributed to the order of the Hegemony. We on the
other hand, by acting randomly, by introducing Random
Factors, are assured of eventual sucess, since Chaos, the
nature of the universe itself, is, in a very real sense,on
our side.’

(from "agent of chaos " by norman spinrad)

ication would be real , misunderstanding is not a crime.
But if you accost me armed from head to foot , forcing
combat on me to seek an agreement as a form of victory,
you will only find an evasive pose in me , a silence
adopted to tell you it's the end of the Dialogue. The
contest of roles removes all interest from the discussion
from the very beginning. Only the enemy looks for an
encounter on the terrain of roles, the lists of the spect-
acle. To hold phantoms in respect all day long, is that
not enough without pretended friendships forcing an
increase in it? What if barking could give a conscience
to the dog kennels of roles, waking suddenly to the im-
portance of the self..... |
Happily , the spectacle of incoherence forcibly intro-
duces games into roles. The moral of "l'envers vaut
I'endroit" disperses the spirit of seriousness. The attitude
of play lets roles float around in its indifference. That's
why the reorganisation of appearance strives with so
little humour to enlarge the part played by the game
('Double Your Money' or 'lt's a Knockout'), to put
casualness at the service of the consumable. The dis-
tinction affirms itself with the decomposition of seeming.

- Certain roles are doubtful , ambiguous , they contain

their own critique. Nobody from now on can prevent
the reconversion of the spectacle into a collective game
in which everyday life will create as a side effect the
conditions for permanent expansion.

(translated from Raoul Vaneigem's Traite de

Savoir-vivre a |' usage des jeunes generations.)

Ten days that shook the university was first published

in theU.K. by BCM/SITUATIONIST INTERNATIONAL
and is reprinted. Thanks to Sue Clack for typing and
Chris Trench for translating.
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