A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE STOP 'THE CITY' PROTESTS 1983/84.
CONCENTRATING ON ATTITUDES TO POSSIBLE AND- ACTUAL Poucs
REPRESSION AND EFFORTS TO ENSURE EFF-ECTIVE PROTESTS. -

Also ineludes lea';flfets end dlscussden 'do¢urhents br‘oduced 'by t_hose involved at the tvir‘r’\'e:

. Map of 'The City' + general br iefing for STC 4..
* Police official briefing (internal) .4 pages.For STC 2
* Attitudes to ggllce - non-cooperation, ideas for actions,clo gging up the court

process, rel ated prc tests,

Account of STC 2 (and coverig ST C 1) + analysis and quotes.

A Haringe y:acco. i of STC 4 - |
Account of final ¢ 'ﬂ uation mez=- ,q_g(()ctober 1984) and suggest ions for the future...
November 5th (1S.::) Day of i . :=sts leaflet « whlch came out of the evaluation mtb
Ganeral reflect !ono snd anal | ks | ve] R By

STC 4 ggster. |
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| Compuled by Dave,
(an STC participant,and a member
 of London Greenpeace)




Here's a brief account of the Stop 'The City' protests concentrating on attitudes to
police repression,

SUMMARY |

Dates : . t
Feb 1983 Members of London Greenpeace (involved with peace movement blockades of
military bases) call for blockades of city centres to halt war preparat jons.

Sept 29 1983 1500 people successfully occupy and protest in the 'City' of London.
| ~ (2083 arrests) -

March 22 - 29 1984 Week of local town centre protests against financial inst itutdons
to oppose oppression. (15 - 20 towns).

March 29 1984 STC 2 - 3000+ people successfully occupy and disrupt the centre of
the 'City' to oppose oppression and exploitation. (450 arrests) May 31 STq 3.1%0
August 1984 'Stop Leeds'! .Day of var jous actions by about 400 people. P eé'rrests.
Sept 20 - 27 1984 Week of local town centre protests (as in March,but smaller).

Sept 27 1984 2-2500 people attempt to disrupt the City - met with heavy police
repression. (470 arrests). STC 4

October 1984 'Stop Birmingham' Maybe only 150 take part.Police smash the protests.
Dec 1984 Edinborough Day of Action against Oppression.Maybe 100 participate - many
successful small protests. |

April 30 1985 International 1Stop .Busihess-As-Usua,l", Day declared.Hund reds of
varied and successful small-group actions all over England, Scotland and Wales. (Few

arrest s) . Also other countries.

How it developed

a] STC 1 gl |

When the idea to stop the City of London (one of the major financial decision-making

areas of the world),and the real seat of power in this country) was proposed, nearly

everyone said 'it can't be done', 'they'll never allow it', 'you'll be smashed® etc. :
However,people involved with peace movement protests at military bases and else where
had a great deal of experience and confidence in organising independently and refusing

to be intimidated.Hence they were the backbone of the first STC which was specifically
opposed to war and arms manufacturers/financiers,.No-one knew what would happen.

In the end,despite a#n early morning pol ice raid on a co-ord ination building, we held a
strong, friendly, informative and disruptive protest in the heart of capitalism.To counter
peoples! fear and fantasies of what the police 'might' do,we had encouraged eachother
to come in self~-organised groups ,with our own plans - assemblying at 3 points,where
maps, briefings, ideas, legal back-up,help to form groups eic were provid ed.Messengers
spread information.

Police were out-organised and taken by surptise..They expected leaders and sheep
(there were none) .The carnival and creative atmosphere also put them on the defensive,

as we 1l d@s the thousands of workers looking on.

b) STC 2

By March 29th, the police had a semi-military control plan.However,they were still

c onfused and the police Chief rang 15 contact phone nu mber s be gging to talk to 'the ’
organisers' and negotiate.No-one did) .STC 2 was much broader (aiming te close down
the 'City' on the last day of the financial year in oppo sition to all explo itation and 5
oppression) . All active social opposition movements were invited to take part in the

way they wished.. 3000 + participated..We Wéd created excellent briefings,back-up
services (including our own first aid and legal support teams) .The central streets were
virtually under our control at times.Police were unable to use more then 'minimum

force! in case fyll-scale resistance by protestors lead to cur seizing control/building
barricades, increasing our damage to financial property . Demonstrators largely refused

to at tack police,partly through fear but also through the desire to preserve harmony among
ourselves (many being pacifists) .But there were hundreds of independent actions, as

wel | as surges, spontaneously coordinated by those involved .Dozen s of groups distributed
up to 40,000 of their own leaflets to workers.Many responded fairly positively, and most
watch ed fascinated....this again gave us strength.Because there were no leaders,

people communicated and took initiatives themselves. 450 arrests had failed to break

the 10-hour long demo. |
After STC 2,the 'City' courts were choc-a-block withf STC defendants.Some of them




had glyen false names and done a runner .Others had good, coordinat ed defences (wh ich had
been helped by d defendant's meetings organised after both STCs and publ ic Ised in the
.br lefings handed out during the events) .On some days there were codlective protests |
inside end outside the court.We were fairly successfully mak mg the cou rt a'\d pol ice .

jook silly.

¢c) STC 3 | B ACH >
Police changed their tactics.A poorly publ icised and del lberately unco-ordtnated proteat - i
STC 3 7 - May 31st 1984 - failed to attract the previous partic ipants, tet alone any hew
ones,.Only 5-600 arrived, in dribs and drabs.Police reSponded by search !ng everyone, o
steal Ing all leaflets and useful equlpment and told people to fuck of f out o f the C%ty gl
get nicked.This is what happened. 170 arrests.No back-up. .Almost no actions. '

But Sept 27th had already been chosen for the next major day of protests (STC 4) and
most people had ignored the May one as {11-concieved and too rushed.But the police
success may have scared off a lot of people who would have been expected to 3oln in
after the March STC.At the same time, the media was busily char acaturtng atl the
participants as 'punks'.This was to help marginal ise us,to create a psychological bemer
‘betwe en us and the workers, as well as betwwen us and the many hundreds of thousands
o f people active in a broad range of struggles (against racism, in the labour , pe ace and
animal rights movements, in unemptoyed and tenants struggles ete.. .} . Many of these
were beginnign to be interested (especially the unemployed and the minet/s ) ,despite
either lack of interest or outright opposition to the STC idea by almost all wﬂ-ng

and Alternet lve orgaenisations and magazines.

d) STC 4 | | | . .
Throughout the summer there was a great deal of work to publ iclse STC 4 and !nvolve
people . Monthly evaluat ion/pteparation gatherings restafrted.There was a new atmo sphere
amongst us regardi mg the police.Many pedple having exper ienced the represston/Courts had
become angry and more determined to fight back next time. They felt that we could defend
- eacho ther and attack the police If necessary.But others had dropped out, either due fo
fear or disapproval of confrontations. Also there was more discussion of !echn!ques for

avo iding the cops (small-group,mobﬂe actions covering a wider area) and plans to
disrupt their radios and vehicles.The character of @ mas S, dwerse ;open demonatration/
street festival was gradually changing Into a day of mdependent small- group actlons,
co-ordinated yet separate (and some secret).

On Sept 27th, maybe 2000 came - mo stly anarchists and unemployed as weH as some -
peace and animal rights campaigners. Police repress ion was well organised end stro ng.
it was Impossible to gather ‘at the City centre (St Paul's and the Bank of Engta'td,used
previously, were cordoned off) . Individuals and isolated small groups who were: 'logking
for the demo' were threatened wtih arrest, and soon left,disillusioned.Anyone looking
- fika a punk was part icularly harrassed .470 were arrested and held hostage (onty 35 were -
charged) to break up the collective strength.However, meny people who'd organlsed into
independent groups were able to do quick actions all over the plece (graﬂttn.smashlno
bank windows, a quick occupation etc) .2 or 3 times 3-400 people came together Ior a

march into the centre..Hundreds who were' dressed: up smart continued to float about |
(giving out leaflets,passing me ssages, doing ections. .) .But generally the Citx bocame 8.
no-go area aimost for'us. Many demonstrators therefore decided to go to Oxford St and
Soho in.central London and were able to make quite a few effect ive protests at \gaﬂous

banks, offices and stores etc.

e) The aftermath. ‘ - o -
Despite an nmpresslve amount of successful and courageous act cons in the face of
repre ssion, maybe a majority of participants were disheartened and some disillys loned

- At the following evaluat ion meeting in Leeds it was generally felt that althoum Iocal

town ‘centre protests could (and did) continue, eny future attempts to close down the Hﬁd
heartland of British capitalism would need to involve tens of thousands of peOplg. ey

The STC groups weren't strong enough to overcome their isolat ion - to explain themsolves
and draw in their neighbours,and other campaigning groups and individuals who may still
think that parliament is where decisions are mede, or that we can trust others to 'took
after our inter ests! or improve the world for us.The image pushed by all the prqss that
this series of protests were chaotic, obscure, ineffe ctive and nasty,and.only reievant
to young punky anarchists gradually took hold. In fect, stopping the City' is a VITAL

NECESSITY for everyone as capitalism is avile, destructive and oppressive System
whinh wa atraslves have the aower and the responsibilty to change. gt























































