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Attitudes to QlIce:- non-cooperation, Ideas for actIons,cIo gging up the court
process , rel ated prc tests .-

V  " wd coverl: 5.-èó.Z3ófC *1) 4 analysis and quotes. -  r;Account of óSTC gs? % "
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Accountof final uatlonm*ea*I (October 1984) and suggestions for the futgg|;oe_,rpo,.Ô,,  
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Here's a brief account of the Stop óThe Cityó protests concentrating on attitudes to
poi ice repression,  

SUMMARY
Dates .
Feb 1983 Members of London Greenpeace (involved with peace movement biockades of
mil itary bases) call for blockados of city centres to halt war preparations.
Sept 29 1983 1500 people successfully occupy and protest in the óCity' of Lond on.

E (203 arrests) 4 Y t '  8
March 22 - 29 1984 Week of local towncentre protests against financial inst ituttions
to oppose oppression. (15 - 20 towns) .

STC 2 3000+ people successfully occupy and disrupt the centre ofMarch 29 1984 -
tho óCityó to oppose oppression and exploitation. (450 arrests) May 31 STC 3.16ô%0
August 1ss4 ñStop Leedsó .Day or various actions by about 400 people. ÁeÁ'Á earrests.
Sept~20 - 27 1984 Week of local town centre protests (as in March,but smaller) .
Sept 27 1984 2-2500 people attempt to disrupt the City - met with heavy police
repression. (470 arrests) . STC 4

óStop Birmr nghamó Maybe only 150 take part Police smash the protestsOctober 1984  ' . .
Dec 1984 Edinborough Day of Action against 0ppression.Maybe 100 participate - many
successful small protests . _
April 30 1985 international óStop Business-As-Usual óy Day deciared.Hund reds of
varied and successful small-group actions all over England,Scotland and Wales. (Few H
arrest s) ..Also other countries. 4"   C  J  

How it developed

al STC 1 . 4
When the idea to stop the City of London (one of the major financial decision-making
areas of the world), and the real seat of power in this country) was proposed, nearly   
everyone said óit can't be done", óthoy' lilnfever allow itó, óyou'll be smashedó etc. .
HOWGV®T,%_p90plG involved with peace movement *4 protests at military basesand elsewhere
had a great deal of experience and confidence in organising independently and refusing
to be intlmidated.Hence they were the backbone of the first ST C aw hich was specifically
opposed to war and arms manufacturers/financiers, No-one knew what would happen.

in the end,despite adn early morning poi ice raid on a co--ord in-at ion building,we held a
strong, friendly, informative and disruptive protest in the heart of capital ism.To counter
peoplesó fear and fantasies of what th e police ómightô do,we had encouraged eachother
to come in self--organised groups ,with our own plans - assembly/ing at 3 points,where
maps, briefings, ideas, legal back-up,help to form groups etc were prov id ed.Messengers
spread lnformat ion.

Police were out-organised and taken by surptise. .They expected leaders and sheep
(there were none) .The carnival and creative atmosphere also put them on the defensive,
as well the thousands of workers looking on.

b) STC 2
By March 29th,the police had a semi-military control plan .l-lowever ,they were still
ccnfused the pol ice Chief rang 15 contact phone nu mber s begging to italk to óthe
organ lsers' md negotiate.No-one did) .STC 2 was much broader (aiming to close down
the óCityô on the last day of the financial year in opposition to all expio itat ion and
oppression). All active social opposition movements were invited to take part in the
way they_wished._ ., 3000 + participated. ..We HM created excellent brieflngs;,back-up
services (including our own first aid and legal support teams) .The central streets were
virtually under our control at times.Poi ice were unable to use more thaw óminimum
forceó in case fyil-scale resistance by protestors lead to our seizing control/building
barricades, increasing our damage to financial property.Demonstrators largely refused
to at tack pollco,partiy through fear but also through the desire to preserve harmony among
ourselves (many being pacifists) .But there were hundreds of independent act ions,as
wel l as surges,spontanoously coordinated by those involved.Dozon s of groups distributed
up to 40,000 of their own leaflets to workers.Man y responded fairly posltively,and most
watched fascinated. . . .this again gave us strong th.Because there were no leaders,

J

people communicated and took initiatives themselves.450 arrests had failed to break
the 10-hour long demo. '8 i

After STC 2 ,the óCityó courts were choc-a-block withj STC defendants..-Some of th em
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giyen false names and done a runner.Oth_ers had good,coordinat ed defences ichhad
defendant's meetings organised after bpthS_TCs and publicised I  

l®flþg-Eighþfidetlout during the events) .On some days there were co®lectlve protests 1  i
n. - '_ -| ' ' I ' I

insldealrld outside court.We were fairly successfully making the court andpeiice ,
I 1| -I I óI _ 1 óF I 1| _ _-
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Police changed their tactlcs.A poorly publicised anddeiiberateiy unco-ordlnatod protest? _ 8
STC 3 7' - May 31st 19I84- failed to attract the previous  pÄarticipants,tet alone my new if
ones.Only 5;-600Iarrived, in dribsand drabs.Poi ice responded by searching everyone,  4 I

' I - - i I II I I

stealing all leaflets -and useful equ ipmsnt,oI%"ld told eple to fuck off outof City or by yd
got nlcked.Thls iswhat happoned_._170 arresdts.No back-up. .Almost no actions)-.,r '_  

But Sept 27th had already bwn chosen for the n ext major day of protests (STC 4)ó and
- | " _ .l- r

most people had lg'iOfúd_Ithe Mayone as iii-I-concieved and too rushed.But the po lice y  
success may have scaredoff óa lot of people whoywould have expected to join in
after the March óSTC.At the same time, the media was busily char acaturing all the r  1  
participants as ópunksó .This was to help marginal iso us,to creates psychological barrier
between us arid the workers,as well as between.-Ls and the many hundreds of tho__usa'lds .
of pwpie active in s broad range of struggles, (against racism, in the iabounpeace. and . I
animal rigwts movements, in,un_employed,_an_d tenants struggles etc. . .)_.Mmy ofI these v
wete beginnign to be interested (especially theunernpioyed and the mineds),dÄspits f I
either lack of interest or outrigwt opposition to the STC idea by almost all
and Alternative orgmlisatlons and magazines. 1 Y  8  

' I I I I. - II _ .
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d)STC4 be 1  _ so  ~ 1 
Througwout the summer there was a great deal of work to publicise STC 4 md ievpive
people.l\/Aionthly evaluat ion/preparat ion gatherings restatrte-d,I.'lól'l_'e_lóe was snow ô
amongst us regard ingthe pol ice.Many people having experienced the reprsssioróll='C;Qurtsihad
become angry and mote determined to fight back next time.T,heyI felt that we defend I
eacho ther and attack the police if necessary.But óothers had dropped out,elther to ~
fear or disapproval of confrontations .Also there was more discuss ion of for I
avo idingthe cops (small-group,mobiie actionscovering awider area) and pialiis to I
disrupt their radios and vehicles.'l'he character of a mas s,dóiverse,open darnonai:ratl0n/ I
street festival was gradually changing into a dey of independent small-group I
co-ordinated yet separate (and some secret).  ó

On sop: 2'7th,maybe 2000 came - mostly Ia'larchis_tsand unemployed, as well 4  
peace and animaiyrigrlts campaigners.Pol ice repress ion wastiweli orgawised and strp ng. y
it was impossible to gather oat the City centre (St Paul ós and the Bank of:Engie4-ldÄ,4èóusodÂ *
prevlously,wsre cordoned off) . ind iv iduals and isolated small groups who wereing
for the demoó were threatened wt ih arrest ,óa'ld soon left,*disliiusioned.Anyone ipoklng 1
like a punk was Iparticulariy harrasse-d.470.+were arrested md held hostage aw ere I
charged) to breakup the collective strength.However, many people who'd into y
independent groups were able to do quick actions all over thepiecs (.grafitti,srrlsd?llng  
bank wind,ows,a quick occupat ion etc) .2 or 3 times 3-400 people cams s
march I into the csntre.'.HundreIds who were dressedrup smart cont lnued to float   
(giving out ieafl_ets,ópassing me s'ssge"s,d'oinóg act ions. .) .But generally a
no-goarea almost for"us.Me'n'yÄ demonstrators therefore decided 2 tp go to Oxford-d$tf-jawd g  
Soho in central Londondandl were able to make quits er few sff_ect_iveprotests at  ._

_ I. 1'.. I -

bani-<s,ofl'lces ómd stores etc . y . ; _
' ó - ll. ó ' -' - óI -. -| ..- I ' ' ._-- .*' .

' - .7'\- -- II4 - . - 1 .' I\ - a_ _ .

e) The aftermath." ô t  4 4 1 è .~ ~ y 1  i
Despiteim impressive amount of successful courageousactions in the face of y  
repre ssion,msybea major ityof participants were disheartened and some idisiiigg
At the foliowinglevaluat ion meeting in Lwds it was generally felt that,lalthcud?lfól,oi.:ai 4
towncentre protests could" (and did) cont inus,any* future attempts ýlo close HM I I
heartluld of Brit~ishÁ"'capitai- ism would need to involve tens of thousands of l t

The STC groups wsrenlt strong "enougl to overcome their isolation - to expiaigttlemsolvss
and draw in theirneighbour~s,and other campaigning groups and  ind ividuals þtili
think that par®iiarrlont is where decisions are made,or. that we can trust others to
after our interestsó or improve the world for us.'i'he image pushed by all the press fthat  V
this series of protests were chaotic, obscure, ineffe ctive md nasty, -relevant
to young puflky march ists gradually took t1old.in fsct,stopping"óthe Cityó is a \Ãi'lôAL
NECESSITY for evsrg"e as capital ism is a~vile,destruc,t_ive and oppressive System
which wamlrseivas havethe power &'id the r6SDOfi'iSlbllty to chane. i Â._
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I  g Further protest s,aga_;inst the !City' may d evel op óagain out of new struggles (strikes,  I h
une mpyrloyotd movements. .) .But for the moment, those involved with STC*havef moved gong, Vó

, : .I - . I. I I I _ I III 1 __l F I *

to*Iother forms andmareas of Opýosit ion (such as local groups, Stop,Bu slness-;AsI- Usual  
protest days, back to singl e- issue campaigns(groan.!),conferencesI like this, . . .) . ,_
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SOME CONCLUSlONS ABOUT DEALING WITH REPRESSION r II i I I
' - - J

h I . I II I
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We must realise thateach struggle,altho we are all fighting the same, System and its
pol lce,l'\as it$ Áwn chaIracteIr.A strike,_a_ riot, a series of peace protests, oneþ-off demo,
in the countryside or town centre or residential area etc - each is different. _ I h  

From our experience, in all p'btests,e_><cepting shcommunityiuprising (as inó Handsworth,
St Paul's, Liverpool Bets) an enormous amount of preparat:Ân.6r9anIsatl<>n and dl~ó5ÁUI5"' I
sion is _v.lt,al,.r.The idea is tocreate, at the grass roots,the_ greatest possible sharing of _

P I I - I II I J J - l I II III ll
I .ó I ló . I . |_ AI P

informaliio n, responsibilty,decislon-making,awareness,__inltiative_,oQmmU"lÂ@tiQf'r- ñ *
confidence_,Imutual aid, independerlce etc .The miners strike, the peace movement, the y I
struggles in lrel and and STCneItworks had/have sorneof theseþstrengtfrhs .  

I ' - I 1ó J II I I . I I - ' óI .

Here are some suggestions from the STC experience : = I I   ~ * 1 ~ - ~
. J I '

I- . . _ 1. ó _ , . |. .- I __ . I I . '
_ i ' _ _ I | I _ _ I ñI . | I " I

1) Beforehand Don óit Ifantasise about pol ice strength -(they are nearly always overrated).
Don't beIintimldated;..Concentr.<'S1ted on getting the maxitrnum oumberyrof people i!1v<=Ived.+
Organise yourselveisiegarly.Enoourage many locI,alI_ia_nd pr_acticalIgroups for various tasks. ó
Hold regular open meetings to co-ordlnate.lJon'_t have leaders orspokespedple- ,_ I

Survey the area.Print good maps,adv ice (legal and ldeasII for possible activity) .Do My  "
good publicity. Inform/involve local residents and workers as far as possible. I I

| ' I ' H - I _|

I I -I I I _I - - : I -' óI I' . I'l.I I I I I IIó . I I óII I I -
I ó h ' _ I . .

2) During a, protest I You a,re,_.st_r_ongIe_r in groupr-$,Iself-_shg.|ffic,ient in ldeas,_|?|_a"$;;l"ltlatlVeIa ,
provisions (food,,fir.st aid etc) , leaflets. . F.  Legal,,fIisst aid and co-ord inat ion support _

- óI ól I
I ' ._ . II

netwcrksrnay be vital .Maps sh eu,ld be dist_ributed.Oommunicat ion between all groups _' L
and areas needsjto occur cont inuouhslyy,(word--@of<-gmouth, messengers on bikes etc) .Spre'ad

| 1 '
I I I I I. I I I L I --_ . , .1 I _ - _

ll

accurate info Ito, all . i I I I ó. I. '\- ' . '
_ I 1 -' I_ óI i i , . I I"

W e've always got more p_o_wer'than we think we have..We_must t,rIy_fo Iykeepgythe iþitlBfiVe
and put thecops onto the defensive -I keep them gc onfused, uhcertain, arra ld,one step ®

F . - óI 1'

behihd. .D isrupting their vehicles,radios,comrnand struÂÄi_U Te em 35 Useful,-KQIQP mÁb"?, I
'* E F || . I l ó I. . -4- _ i I I I I |' _ I I I

wherever possible,or stand your ground at a suitableplacIe,(,refuse to be _bo><ed in somewhere
irrelevant where youtcan dqnothlngor get arrested) .Le_'aflet and talk to all pa ssers-by-è

II . _ I I 7 | I I I . I III I I II . i
L H \- I I

Donó; get into arguements -.-I appeal to them to join you. V h   h g  ,_ It
M 1%., to encoyurage peoplIe_Ito do what they wish to do I(never obey orders from stewards) .

yet buidIup collective decision _makóing also. y   . _ I I I
_ - 'II__ . "E-
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c) Afte-rwaIrdsI. Have already-I-publ icised evaluation meetlngs.Alsofdefe ndent só- meetings
andsiet up ahust to raise money for'fines..Do reports.Publ lcise our strengths and *
successes (not go on about. whatthe fucking pol ice did) l..Print photos of l:lÄ_, not the cops.
Be vÄllIl~Iing to learn from your own strength s and weaóknesses/rnlatokeý-B6 IlôI0þ9$i=- I   

I
I|.,_ -

ll | - -
I I I I
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All change is a long proceIss.UIn'fortun'ately most people? tend to adapt ~ and accept (Mtnost _'
of thetime)theirl roles.All of us have as lot to learn andmust try to better helpeacho ther  

- - -F

to be-Iconfident,'Ä:o fright for ourneeds,toI express ourselves -. It's no- good thinking we have I
all the answers orcrderihg othersó about.Weócan show byexamplie whatñ i-sposstrble. ~  r

I ó-

- - ' ' ' . Ir I

I * We ar e sick of seeing articles and photos of cops

 .i4_I

A FEW FINAL THOUGIðlTS.... __
beating people up.Let's see and read about __<:_>__o.__:_1_'___strengths.Also theywalways apologise  A g
for riotsrsa botageetc. . óThatchet/Unemlýloi/ment/COPS are t<>=b|Bmee1*<=r' -We Should < I  
rather advocate óand applaud this sort of rfesisl:anoe,and encourage i-tto spreadIwldely,untll I
the whcI;iIIeIIIIIc.:<:>IIIIIIIt;I;IIrII|tryI(w<ó>rld) becomes a no-l-go "area?for our oppressors I(coYpsI,'bos.sesó,<Qpli1iÂlens)
* Let ós not forget thatl har"rassment*doesn'tljirustlhappen on demos*,óor t01m.iþOII_' if i6S I-I all -  
working classpeople haveto "put "up with this shit in loIur daily lives,.1|$ÃÂIÄÂ)ÄU{ =
"'I Who wants cops to be ,'iaccountable"? They should be non-exiiistant. . I 1 _ I - ~
"' Wherever people gatheró (at workP',on*óthe street ",óat' school , inshops, at the DHSS)-. there ls è-
0 ur strength to support eachother 8. fight back. Politics is about our_e_v__eryc_:l_g_y lllrvssyi, n ~

. hi.
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Well,that's about 1t.whQ'kn9 ws?what' thefuture may brin9.Iaþd-whether ewe"! be  
successful "in making a bett'e'r'*wo'rld.,WeI_have,.tc:=fightr lIikeñl',_\_ell, from. nowI-om - 1
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