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DEMOCRACY

A SUBVERSIVE ATTACK ON CAPITALIST DEMOCRACY
AND THE RULE OF LAW
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The real meaning of the collapse of state socialism is being buried under a big pile of smug,
self satisfied. pro democracy, pro capitalist propaganda churned out by politicians and the media.

Workers are being told that despite a few minor hiccups. world capitalism reigns supreme
and socialism is finished. We are being told that there is no alternative other than to grin and bear
it and put up with all the poverty, attacks and austerity that are the reality of capitalism and
democracy in both the west and east. We are being told that DEMOCRACY is the finest
achievement, that it has all we could ever want and no other perspective is possible in the future.
Capitalist democracy will rule everywhere forever!

The immediate reaction on the left is to criticise this democracy as a "bourgeois"
democracy, biased and under the control of the rich. This suggests that democracy on its own is
neutral and is not to blame and what we need instead is a "workers" democracy". But is modern
democracy only at fault because it is currently controlled by capitalism or is democracy itself in
fact an inherently capitalistic political system that inevitably promotes the rule of the rich?

MISERABLE CITTZENSI!

Democracy simply means the "rule of the people" and this at first sight, appears to be
harmless and innocent enough. But the term "people" in the political context does not just mean
anyone and everyone, as in human beings in general. The term "people" is a loaded political term
which has a specific meaning, in the political context the "people" means the..... "CITIZENS!"
The CITIZENS are the middle classes, and workers with middle class pretensionsþllusions, living
in bourgeois society. The role of the citizens is to compete as separated "individuals" in the
market place, respecting private property, upholding the laws and serving the interests of money.
profit and commodities. Democracy: the rule of the people as citizens therefore represents the
rule of money, the rule of profit and the rule of commodities... modern citizenship is a specifically
capitalist condition. Today "democracy" is the political expression of the capitalist market
economy: DEMOCRACY IS THE POLITICAL WING OF CAPITALISMII

lNth democracy people make decisions as isolated individuals rather than in communion.
Because liberal democracy is based on the false assumption that human society always consists
of lonely atomised individuals with separate competing interests in ñthe first place, it always helps
to reproduce such a capitalistic arrangement in society as a result. Democracy enforces individual
struggle and competition instead of class struggle and solidarity, the "People" is the opposite of
the Proletariat. "Individualism" is not the same as authentic individuality in real human community,
where interests harmonise and complement each other (the freedom of one person to drive a bus
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increases the Freedom of others to travel etc). To the contrary, "individualism" is the bourgeois
political concept of society where the interests of individuals are placed in conflict in a war of all
against all that can only be resolved by the social contract - the liberal state, democracy and the
rule of law!

LIBERAL GARBAGE

"Democratic political liberty", what are we to understand by that? Perhaps that we are free
from the state and its laws? No: on the contrary, the proletarian's subjugation under the capitalist
state and its laws. Political liberty means that the Polis, the state, is free; freedom of ideology that
ideologies are free; freedom of trade that trade is free not therefore that we are free from the
state, free from religion. free from ideology, free from trade or that we are rid of them. Their liberty
is our slavery. And what are we to understand by "free elections"? These are just mystifying
safety valves under which the oppressed classes enjoy the privilege of deciding once every
several years which representatives of the propertied classes shall represent and suppress the
dispossessed while sitting in parliament. Elections and voting systems also give rise to the
tyranny of majority dictatorship and the bullying of minorities when the majority are swayed by
reaction. Hitler and Mussolini were both democratically elected into power, they were both
"democrats"! A "free press"? But whose press is this free press? It's the ruling class which owns
most of the means of dissemination of information and opinion. From the beginning they have
used lies to make the exploited accept their fate. But what distinguishes the times in which we
live, is the extreme degree of state totalitarianism set up to control how people think. It does not
just broadcast one, official "truth", but fifty competing "truths", so that everyone can make their
choice as in a supermarket, and which in reality are nothing but fifty variations of the same lie.
"Freedom of assembly"?.... again it is the ruling class which owns and jealously guards all the
magnificent places in which the proletariat might assemble - until we can all lounge around in
castles, palaces and stately homes rather than high rises or even cardboard boxes then the equal
right of assembly is a pious and hollow abstraction. And of course the system soon suspends
even its own notion of "tree assembly" when workers threaten to get out of hand.

CRETINIZATION OF THE NIASSES

g The rulers of the world are currently engaged in a global democracy campaign. In the east
this has taken the form of glasnost and perestroika, the end of communist party rule and the
introduction _of multi party elections. In the west the democracy campaign takes the form of active
citizenship. equal rights, wider share and property ownership, elections and media manipulated
public debate. The overall aim of these campaigns is to promote the move to a more integrated,
more competitive global capitalist market with workers being encouraged to "take part in the
"democratic debate", to participate in the restructuring, in self managed exploitation and in self
imposed austerity measures.

In Poland, the democracy movement has led to the farce of the religious nationalist
óworkersô independent trade union" Solidarnosc seizing state power, telling strikers to go back to
work and announcing massive cutbacks, privatisations. lay-offs, price rises.....

Previous economic austerity measures have ledto periodic uprisings in Poland over the last
two decades against the stalinists. But this round of harsh measures (brought to you courtesy of
IMF productions, directed by Lech Walesa, script by John Paul ll, special effects by general
Jaruzelski...) were hardly opposed. This shows how powerful democracy is as a device for
whacking the population on the head with and turning them into cretinized cabbages, ready to
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accept anything in the name of "freedom" or "saving the nation" and the lie of "future wealth and
prosperity for all". Throwing an election at a time of crisis is a well established means of diverting
workersó struggles from material and revolutionary demands into supporting liberal political aims
instead. such as supporting one bunch of capitalist leaders instead of another. Disillusionment
and anger with the solidarnosc government is however beginning to grow as many wake up to
what capitalist democracy really means.

In the Soviet Union, rather than bringing genuine prosperity the "perestroika" has brought a
huge increase in misery and poverty for millions. Religious and nationalist pogroms are on the
Increase as people look for easy solutions and scapegoats for deteriorating conditions. But at the
same time labour militancy is growing, especially in basic industries like coalmining. In the Soviet
Union the economic reforms are accompanied by democratic political changes that are
supposedly a counter balance to the sacrifices that workers must consent to. In reality they are
nothing else but another part of the same process of deterioration of living conditions and the
submission of Soviet workers to the rule of the democratized state. The perestroika is
supposedly the political balance to economic reforms: in reality it is the very condition of the
reforms: to identify "inefficiency", to impose "rationalisation" and involve Soviet society in
preparing price rises, unemployment etc. Multiparty democracy and free unions are being offered
in exchange for lay-offs but in reality the parties and unions will allow for and help plan these
lay-offs by the control they try to exert. The apparent polarization in the Soviet leadership
between "hardliners" like Ligachev and assorted varieties of "reformers" like Gorbachev and
Yeltsin serves to divert struggles away from material demands into a bourgeois comedy show of
fake opposition and spurious debate. This is what is happening in the big "clash" between Liggy
and Gorby concerning the strikes that have been taking place and concerning the nationalist
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