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Qil or ratherfirst coal and than oil and electri-

city has allowed human society‘ to gofrom bastcally
an existence limited by animal power to almost
unlimitedpower. This in the context ofcapitalism or
rather society with hierarchical dommatlng power
structures has allowed a cancer to occur on Earth
and threaten the very existence of the abundant
diversity on Earth '

___’1’ Terry S. (an anarchist)

A key to the revolutionary changes within the
global energy system is the question ofcontrol. This
we havefirstly together take away jrom the mono-
polists (oppressors) and spread amongst us -all. It
means that revolutionary energy is needed in order
to change the system ofenergyland to switch ofithe
power relations. In this sense everyone is an energy
transformer, and as a multitude people are the most
powerfitl power-plant of the most sustainable and
renewable energy which infact already is in their
hands!

Veronika S. (an anarchist)
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THEODOR-FRANK-PRESS

Theodor Frank is an anarchist who managed to escape from Russian custody ANARCHIST/FREE SOCIETY AND THE ISSUE QF ENERGY
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I THE ENERGY

TO SVVITCH OFF THE POVVER
ANARCHIST/FREE SOCIETY AND THE ISSUE OF ENERGY

(by Veronika Sinewali and those who inspired me )

Oil or ratherfirst coal and than oil and electricity has allowed human society
to go from basically an existence limited by animal power to almost unlimited
power. This in the context ofcapitalism or rather society with hierarchical domina-
tmg power structures has allowed a cancer to occur on Earth and threaten the very
existence of the abundant diversity on Earth

Terry S. (an anarchist)

A key to the revolutionary changes within the global energy system is the
question of control. This we have firstly together take away from the monopolists
(oppressors) and spread amongst us all. It means that revolutionary energy is nee-
ded in order to change the system ofenergy and to switch oflthe power relations In
this sense everyone is an energy transformer, and as a multitude people are the most
powerful power-plant of the most sustainable and renewable energy which infact
already is in their hands!

Y Veronika S. (an anarchist)

 

I. Oil-wars: _
the end or the beginning of the issue?

_... ,'.
-1.1.15
'-io '1'-I - ,

' .-’-'-'1' +. --.|- .
Q - . . ' - ' - ' - ' - ' . ' '- . .|>- 1I >-|..

|.
‘I-.  Nobody, no movement which aims for serious social

‘__ .-.|_---

Il_ ---~ |-
" -I'll. -- ~-|-|-|‘I‘|'Il---- |- u ...,,,,. .-li\nl.i-I.l‘i .....'._-.. -...

illlifi -Ill ll-fig,,5,y.__;,;;;;,,,,:;,; changes, can today avoid the issue of energy. Its role in
....|-....+,,.-.---pt--..-.-. .-. ............ .. soclety has become so crucial that a change to its model

 became one of the keys to radically change of the social
relations on both local and global scale in general. The fact
is that contemporary oil-society is technologically and
mentally based on the assumption that the oil resources
will never run short. At the same time many scientists and
the entire capitalistic elite are definitely aware of the fact
that the fossils, as the basis for energy systems, will end
soon - or to be more exact: the end of the use of oil becau-

se of its retrieval from the ground costing more in energy that its eventual output
- - as ' ' l all h 'would be. The future of gas resources 1s _]1lSlI a b1t longer (... whlle neziqr y 011168 111

US are heated by gas todayl). The new energy sources and based on t Ii-uninew Gélflifiy
systems, possibly egalitarian society_fr1e_ndly, are ltnockmg to tlgerhlgfsfii efggliéhzimi
global rulers’ class consclously remam sllent on thls lssue 1n (31 e W ener ‘S Stems
to prepare the new monopoly- and control mechamsms over e ne gy Y -

What does it mean to the people? And what does it mean to anarchist
activists? l

We must be aware of this fact and head towards replacement of this transfor-
mation within capitalism with revolutionary alternatives.

It seems like the majority of the society is lost in thfelpngoitlfi Engggegtsfgrfig
se or just don't take the lssue serlously enough.'The l1m1ts 0 t esoc1a an y a f
discernment of the military conflicts in the Mlddle East: the o1l—wars. The tradegy 0
this observation is following: the oil-wars, which are Just the .beg1nn1ng of rulers reac-
tion on the energy crises are an end of the SOCl3.l1lI1(l€I'St3.I1dlI1g (and so the reslstance
too!) of the issue. While exactly there where the critical popular analyse ends, on the-
recognition of wars for oil , the radical analyses finds its source.

Do I mean the anarchist position here? Let's proof it

@@@

II. Anareho-complementarist view
on the energy issue

During the review of anarchist approaches towards the energy one_w1ll filllld
out that anarchists deal with this issue from the very different _Pe1'5PeCt1"e5- E
second observation will be that these varlous approaches and v1s1ons support eac
other only in the very few moments.

As this text is written not only for anarchists but as vsiell fig thosfi vzlglfligtgeyfii
had an opportunity to acquamt the anarchlst ldeas, proposa s an prac 1c 1, Sar-
the shortest view in some most sigmficant tendencles among contempo ary an
chism:

 - anarcho-syndicalism focuses on the labour movement, where.non-h1er-
archically organised labour unions are potential force for revoluttonary SOC13l change
to replace capitalism and the State with a new society democratically self-managed by- ' d t' n areworkers, where the wage system and prlvate 0WI18I‘Sl‘l1p of the means of pro uc 10



Ham-— l to be abolished; of course the wor-
kers self-management embraces
attaining energy, its production and
its supply;
- anarcho-communism advoca-

tes the abolition of the State and
capitalism in favour of a horizontal
network of voluntary associations
through which everyone will be free
to satisfy his or her needs; it advoca-

5;;:=:=:r::E;:;555555531555;E1E1E5555;E5355;E;E;E;E;€;E=5;E;€;E=;;€§E§E§E§E§i tes the abolition of private property

thP011811 The "expropriation of the
.....................................................~

themselves, and for the economy to be co-ordinated through already mentioned hori-
zontal network of voluntary associations; individuals and groups would use and con-
trol whatever resources they needed as the aim of anarchist-communism is to place
"the product reaped or manufactured at the disposal of all, leaving to each the liberty
to consume them as she/he pleases in her/his own home" (of course incl. energy);

- anarcho-primitivism / eco-anarchism are close anarchist concepts
focusing on anarchist critiques of the origins and progress of civilization; primitivists
advocate a return to non-"civilized" ways of life through de-industrialisation, aboliti-
on of division of labour or specialization, and abandonment of technology; eco-anar-
chists assert that social organizations must be designed to work with natural forces
rather than against; all these assumptions shape their approach toward the peoples
deal with the energy issue;

Between these positions we would find certainly other anarchist approaches of
more social- or green/environmentalist accents. All these concepts bring already
important social-revolutionary analyses and ideas towards the achievement of a free
society. Therefore, the further development of most of these theories is very welcome
in the whole their diversity.

At the same time, none of these concepts seem to deal with the problem of
energy globally - globally in the sense of the complexity which this issue requires. It
would mean to deal simultaneously and complementary with issues of control over the
energy resources, with economical concepts of its transformation, distribution and
consumption, with environmental issues of pollution, sustainability and ability for
renewal, or with the technocratic civilisation issue. While in reality each of them is rat-
her focusing on only some of these aspects, stressing and developing only them very
intensively. It leads to the situation that various aspects, e.g. workers or popular con-
trol over the energy stations or the development of sustainable energy or the struggle
against technology are developed into details, but at the same time no complex and
realistic vision exists. A vision that could help to overcome peoples’ fear of revolutio-
nary changes. A vision that people could consider as an attainable alternative today.

And if we assume that marginal popularity of anar- i
chist concepts today is not only a result of the exi-
stence of the objective obstacles, like state-, power-
and capitalistic- relations paradigm, but as well of
very prosaic but essential fact that most of the peo-
ple are just afraid to force the radical changes when
the revolutionary visions does not show at least a
certain level of compactness (do not mistake here
compactness with any sort of program) than the
necessity of more complementary anarchist positi- _ _
ons becomes more legitimate in general. And even if many anarchists may agree that
creative chaos is far more human and promising than controlled exploitation Ellllld
()pp1‘eSSiOI1 (and I mightbe the first one to put my name under such assumption), t e
very fact remains unchanged: in contemporary oil-society the access to energy 1S a que-
stion of life or death, starting with the oil-wars and ending on the water supply being
based on the oil supply. It is just hard to encourage people to approach the ideas (incl.
anarchist ideas) which don't deal in compact way with the issue and with the reality -
touching the problem with one or two fingers from only one side instead of taking itile
the both hands, so that its very shape becomes clear,_can lead or to nowhere or endf\l1V1i
the nightmare That is why attempt to set such a vision ismore than worth the e ort.
This is as well one of the main inspiration for me to do it. Therefore this short texe
should be seen as an starter of anarcho-complementarist approach towards the issue o
the energy - an approach in which the most relevant elements, arguments and propo-
sals of various anarchist perspectives are brought together.

@ @ @
III. Subjects, challenges and guideliI1eS
The subjects

What are than the basic subjects of such a coinplementaryanarchist €1ppI'()le.1()Il1 towarde
the energy issue? Understanding the anarchism as a soeial struggle for 1 eration o
the individual and of society from the existence and domination of the state and capi}
tal, as a movement for the creation of the secial relations that enable the existence o
the society without these forms of oppressive econoinic ‘and structural oppressions,
and as a movement to bring people back in symbiosis with our environment - ener-
chist concepts towards the complex energy issue should be based on the rnultlua Fig?
pect and welfare of the individual, society and environment. I will call it ‘ere em e
welfare-balance. The mutual respect and balance between these three subjlects
to be set both in all communities as well as globally and become permanent etermif
nant of social discourses, agreements and regulations... not only around the issue o
energy.



the challenges '

When the main subjects are clear, let's name the main challenges that humanity ha tg s o
face in solving its energy problems (its relation towards the energy usage) including1 . .e ectricity as well as heating- and power energy. In anarcho-complementarist
approach these challenges are condense into 6 issues:
- the question of control over the energy sources (thinking of stateless collectivisation
and socialisation in the first line);  
— the question of selection and or anisat' f h
tralisation);
- the question of selection of sources of ener
renewability, climete change, regular pollution and nuclear waste as well as includi2 118social and traditional issues);
- the question of efficient rodu t' d
iiology-civilisation issues)
- the question of distribution of the energy (issue of decentralisation and cooperation);
- the question of the appropriate transformation of the energy;

Worth mentioning is the fact that the issues appeared above in succession sug-
gest some sort of priority: none of the followi h ll 'ng c a enges can be solve in the sense of
the welfa b I ' ' ' ' ' ' 're- a ance of individual, society and environment, if the issue of the CON-
TROL will not be solved! This fact will be stressed quite often in this text. And, as we
will see later, the issu f l ' ' 'e o contro in the context of energy is strongly inter-connected
with the one of selection of the sources of energy; while the one of the sele t' f hc ion o t esources is inter-connected with the question of efficiency and consumption, and this

'th d'wi istribution, etc. Therefore all these issues have to be dealt with simultaneo lus yalong with the elements of the same complex approach. Just another proof for unavoi-
d b'l'a 1 ity of the complementary approach...

and the guidelines (advices, directions)
U

And in this way we arrive in the very core of the issue - we tiy to sketch some guideli-
frnes ( ames) on which the anarchist/free society can abolish the existin orde dg r anbuild up its alternative energy system(s). Some of the guidelines already appeared next

hto t e challenges mentioned above. These interconnected guidelines are:

- collectivisation/socialisation of the control over the energy;
- decentralisation of the energy;
- economy of the energy;
- ecology of the energy;
- inter-regional and global responsibility, cooperation and mutual support;

So these 5 guidelines form the essence of the various anarchist concepts, and as a fra-
kmewor , are meant to serve to put an end to the energy system we are livi ' t dng in o ay:

g ion o t e system of energy (concepts ofdecen-

gy (ecological issues of sustainability,

p c ion an consumption of the energy (facing the tech-

. - logically devastating, socially alienating, pauper-a system centralised in ell means’ Eco ' ' i h rtl ' th energy system controlled
iging, oppressing, creating wars and killing. S o y B- - - - f .by states- and capitalist elites, i.e. by p0W81‘ and Pm 1t

Lets look a bit closer in our guidelines

ULAR CONTROL and
I))(li11()1ENTRALISATI0N of the ENERGY
ENERGY CONTROL

Each system of the energy depends on its sources. Choosing. - - - - d
these source(s) determines the social, pollilflflli e¢°I1°fm1°
technological processes connected with 831111118, U335 firm gr. . . ' ’[ I181‘-distributing and transportation of the resources an h e 6 ical

itself. So the whole economic, political and tec no og
gliradigms can be reloaded by a proper choice of the energy

' ' 'f:sources. Yet, how the people can make this choice i
\-

_ ' ' .. ' sses which are hold
Firstly: they have no access to the decision making proee

by the state structures.

h‘ h cess would make it
Secondly: they have no accessalo the t"‘eS(:iie(i"eS :'oili‘ce:(-l these resources arepossible to think about the usage ofthe terna ive gy

held by the capitalist elites (capitalist 1‘elfl’£1011S),
_ . . . - h th d rofit from

State elites and capitalist elites are linked, support eac o er an p
their mutual relation.

- - - he resources. . - n rocesses and to tReclaiming the access to decision maki g p
means taking the popular control over the both.

. - - ' ' ' ' -makin rocesses, we
Speakmg about the popular pamc'pamsliiilslti-iiaedltsiiodlebate btffvfljfififl some USmean the true social debate on theJeneeg[y-£226 some Russian oligarchs, some Arabic

government departments, some E ‘P0 1 1° i _ Hugo Chavez's. erns and lets say someoil-magnates, some leaders of westerns cone. - - - ent and self—oi‘g&I1iSflti°"We mean horizontal and federative dialogue, self managem, . - - ll an other issues.
of the entire population to regulate this issue as we as m Y

- ionSpeaking on reclaiming the resources, flI13I‘Cl1lS:§lS spe:l1<nolf pie)p1ul)afrtiieguglf)i;t)ds
of the processes of production, distribution, trade an con itseaxploitation, tranS_
Among other goods is popular control. over energy resourceshominated by US’ EU
formation and distribution (not only is access to resource- ' ll).- ‘ ' but the means of its transportation as weChinese, Japanese or Indian elites
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Anarchists assume that no radical social and environmental changes are pos-
sible as long as energy systems are determined and controlled by state elites and ca i-Ptalistic concerns. Only energy systems organised from below, by cooperative commu-
nities, can provide such changes - and it means that property ownership of energy
resources must be abolished - socialised.

There are many examples that the society in which the means of production
(along with the energy resources needed for it) become at least collectivised, the
sustainability in social and environmental contexts becomes the norm — especially in
the sector of acquisition, distribution and consumption of energy.

The real character of reclaiming the decision-making processes and control
over energy (from the hands of the concerns and the state bureaucrats into the hands
of the society and communities) was proved by Spanish anarchists and revolutionary
socialists during the Spanish revolution of1936. Among other brunches of indu-
stry, agriculture and services, workers organi- i ' ., -_
sed in autonomous groups, anarchist-syiidica— I
tes, federations and worker councils took con-
trol over the gas, water and electricity supply.
The most successful processes took place in
Catalonia. The initiative to regulate in an anar-
chist way the question of property and to con-
tinue under the new structure of production
was actually taken, not by the syndicates them-
selves but by individual workers which in these revolutionary days understood, before
the syndicates did, the necessity and possibility of taking collective responsibility. They
started this process already on the 19 of July, which means straight away on the day
when fascist offensive started. One month later the final collectivisation took place and
the production was organised by syndicates. Following are some interesting facts:

— the collectivisation spread to the whole electricity system in Catalonia, gas
and water supply (electricity supply was based at this time mostly on water-plants
with slight tendency to get electricity from warm-energy); all three sectors were in the
private hands until the revolution;

- the collectivisation started without a specific-plan and clear goals (except the
basic one of the continuation of popular supply) and organised in cooperation of ad-
hoc organised workers of the CNT and the syndicates;

- the collectively organised workers of power plants immediately started to
cooperate with similarly organised collectives responsible for the supply of energy
resources; in both branches during the transition process nobody lost a job;

- the debts towards the capitalist credit-givers were immediately abolished
which allowed investment in the collective methods and energetically estimated the
wishes of the population;

- because of this, for example the prices ofwater and electricity decreased very
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quick;

- all processes were initiated from below, while the reformist leadership ‘of
some syndicates, e.g. the UGT, were trying‘ to prevent this dynamic process while
many rank and file workers, especially these organised in anarchist structures, were
forcing a radicalisation of the changes, seeing for example collectivisation as just a step
towards the full socialisation of the energy system;

- technical improvements where implemented, but not in order to makemore
profits: they helped increase efficiency and at the same time the working conditions;

- the coordination and cooperation took place between the three industries
(responsible for gas, electricity and water supply); one of the ideas was to decrease the
transport of energy resources (local energy production); the coordination allowed a
saving of labour energy which could then be invested in innovative tasks;

- 22 of the 27 biggest factories immediately synchronised its output and dis-
tribution of raw materials - it was not only a sign of cooperation, it was a necessity in
terms of capitalist blockades from abroad;

- water supply was never stopped even during the intensive bombardments of
the cities; v

-_ collectivisation of the transportation sector led to development of public
transport and growth of its capacities which automatically meant a decrease of the
energy spent on the transport; innovations became possible, e.g. the trams were built
from more economic materials;

So we can see that even if the process of sociali-
sation of the energy circulation took place in a war situa- i
tion, was haphazardly planned or prepared and could be
conducted only for several months, already in such cir-
cumstances incredible progress was achieved. As we
know very well, the further developments were tragical-
ly stopped by various state interventions: the offensive
of the fascists under Franco, intervention of the
Bolshevist state ofStalin (and its Spanish allies subver-
ted the true uprising) and the local republican state
which extinguished the ongoing revolution (process of
socialisation was legalized and so it turned into collec-
tivisation under state management loosing its dynamic).

Another historical fact which has to be mentioned: the ecological consciousn-
ess was not an issue during these years, especially not in Spain which was aetuallyjust
entering the stage of transformation from an agricultural into an industrial society.
However, the studies towards solar- and wind energy were encouraged and were plan-
ned for use to gain electricity as well as to provide energy for water-pumps used in
agricultural production. The revolutionary situation, the war and the non-existence of
ecological consciousness are the main reasons why the energy supply changes during
the spanish revolution 1936 had a more economic than ecological character.
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Another interesting example on a smaller scale is the contemporary situation
in the region of Polish Silesia where, where as result of neo-liberal processes of mani-
pulation of,the energy sector (whole local mine-industry was shut down in just a few
years which led to 60% unemployment and extreme poverty and degradation of local
population), unemployed miners and their families started to open self-managed pri-
mitive mine-coals called BIEDASZYBY (pauper-shifts). In the period 2002-2005 at
least 3000 persons took part in this output which was enough to bring warm energy
to their neighbourhoods and provide raw materials to the people from outside the
region at very low prices. The first collective structures of work as well as distribution
of the raw materials had just been set, when the polish state started with massive cri-
minalisation of the communities and smashed its capacities by about 90% so that
there was not even time to establish any form of stable collective consciousness.
However even in this short period local communities set a program of self-managed
output combined with self-managed ecological re-cultivation of the region which had
been largely destroyed by over 100 years of intensive output under state-management
which never considered environmental and social issues as priorities (only political,
personal and economic profitsl). Of course this program was ignored by the local aut-
horities while the criminalisation of the communities did the rest.

So here as well we can observe the situation in
which the community takes the local energy
resources under their control but is prevented
from going further. The very first months
have shown how deep changes in local social
relations can be achieved when state control
over the energy resources is replacedby the
popular control.

Popular also means decentralised

DECENTRALISED ENERGY

Anarchists mean decentralised social relations in general. It means, among
the other processes, the decentralisation of the global, continental or national, and
even regional energy systems. Decentralisation of energy is here understood in the
sense of popularisation of access and control (partly described above) but also in
sense of the space and diversity of the energy-sources.

From anarchist perspective the processes of socialisation and decentralisation
become almost the synonyms. But in context of the energy one could say that the chal-
lenge of decentralisation is even the priority one. Why? By strategical reasons - it is
hardly to imagine that the free societies based on anarchist principles/relations can be
set up all over the globe at the same moment - nice vision but hardly possible. It means
that those communities/regions which will reach they liberation earlier that the others
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will find themselves in a sort of isolation, especially in regards to energy, for some
period. In order to not fall back on dependence on the state/capitalist enemy's resour-
ces, they should reach their self-efficiency in advance through the creation of local
energy systems. So next to the main idea behind the decentralised energy-systems the
tendency of its decentralisation should be seen as well as the strategically measure in
the period of on going libertarian insurrections and revolutionary changes. Of course
local energy systems controlled by few, and not under popular control, has still
nothing in common with the anarchist option - that is why the challenge of control
remains fundamental while decentralisation its necessary complement.

Decentralisation ofenergy in the sense ofpopularisation ofaccess
and control means an end of the control-monopoly over the energy resources and
energy-industry by oil-corporations, oil-sheiks, war-lords and governments. This
should be expropriated by the people themselves, in practise to the communities who
will carry on production under new principles.

The best example of the dramatic results of the centralisation of control over
energy resources, as well as focusing on only one central source of energy in today's
world is that the regions with the least of their own resources (the importers) are the
hardest hit by each rise in the price of oil. However, here we have to be more exact so
as to not confuse anarchist concepts with or example contemporary EU-energy-poli-
tics which is also interested in breaking the monopoly - the monopoly of US-oil-com-
panies and Russian-gas-government, in order to raise the EU position in geo—political
discourses. This is connected with the growing dependence of the EU on Russian gas:
the role of gas as an -energy medium is expected to grow in the EU for next 25 years
reaching about 33% of all energy mediums - a quarter of it coming from Russia.

So for those who just become familiar with the anarchism and to avoid any
misunderstandings here: the anarchist concept is about the abolishment of any pro-
perty ownership over the resources or energy systems in general while the control over
the processes of its utilisation, transformation, distribution and consumption is to be
put in the hands of communities which, as it stands in most anarchist concepts, coor-
dinate developments through horizontal and federal cooperation.

Decentralisation of the energy in the geographical sense means a
return to the regional (sometimes based on traditional, sometimes innovative...)
acquiring of energy - energy being gained close (or within) the community. There is a
long list of arguments why it makes sense. Just few of them:

- it can dismantle the dominating global energy system (oil-society) and
replace it with many local and cooperative ones;

- energy independence means independence of some people from others, it
means a dismantling the power structure;

- huge amounts of energy can be saved in terms of decreasing the transport of
the energy from energy centres to the periphery; -
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- local energy supports other localfbranches, e.g. most food products travel
today up to 1000 miles on average before reaching the consumers (food distribution
today relies mostly on the oil supply); d_ d

- geographical decentralised energy systems supports research, spi ieasl and
developments of locally available, relevant and community friendly (in eco ogic an
in social sense) sources of energy; ,

Decentralisation ofenergy in the sense ofdipersity ojgits solurcles
means ending the reliance on the use of fossil fuels, especially oil an gas. n t is
sense, each community decides what kind of energy system, and based on what sour-
ces it wants to use and develop in their region. The I'€g1OI1'3lWlI1.(l-]':)E;lI'l(S, solar-power-
stations, biomass-stations, water-power-stations, ecologically improved small scale
fossils (coal) mines, or even the regions of minimum of energy usage (which collective-
ly decided to abandon the dictate of technology) would replace the monopoly of gas
and oil. Each community decision however can .l).€'(lBt6I‘I111I1€(lI ‘ _

- by circumstances and available possibilities (case of the Spanish revolution);
- by local cultural and social traditions (case of BIEDASZYBY) ;
- by ecological arguments.

But in all cases these locally determined energy systems start meaning more to
the community energy is closer to the communities, the process of acquisition and dis-
tribution is connected with the social and ecological problems more in touch ‘glllll tlie
people - and not something alienated, being organised and given by some goo unc es
from the east or from anywhere else. Therefore, it can be better organised, controlled and
developed. Some communities would decide in the beginning to stick to the (traditional)
fossil energy sources (here we could bring again the example of the BIEDASZYBY). It
could be use just a transitional period. On what is based this assumption? When the local
community is in full control of the energy system certainly with time it will tend to more
ecological, cheaper and community-friendly sustainable sources (especially_because
wind-, sun- and bio-mass energ can be had in most places). _

But next to the respect towards environment the one towards the people's tradi-
tional and social links to some sources of energy should be part of the transformation. In
the case of BIEDASZYBY it could mean that the community with large group of the pro-

I A M fessional miners would need time at first to develop envi-
ronmental consciousness and than learn the new skills nee-
ded to gain the energy from different sources - let us say:
building solar-panels. In the spirit of the welfare-balance
between individual, society and environment, the tempo of
such transformation would relay on all 3 factors. No soci-
al disaster should take place on costs on ecological
development, especially if we realise that we are carrying
on our shoulders the baggage of some industrial revoluti-
ons already. People living in poverty will hardly be ready to
take the environmental issues as their priority!

I \-

ECONOMY and ECOLOGY or THE ENERGY
ECONOMY OF ENERGY

Similarly to coherence of the aspects of con-
trol- and decentralisation of energy, the aspects of
economy- and ecology - of energy are very coherent.

One of the big arguments against decentrali-
sed energy is that the alternative energy systems
based on sustainable sources of energy are not able to
provide the necessary amount of energy. This is a
very disputable issue with very different facts and
analyses. Whatever assumption is true, anarchists
will always emphasise the need to decrease the use of
energr by civilisation. If the argument that "the quan-
tity of energy provided by oil and gas cannot be
quickly replaced by other sources of energr" is true -
for anarchists it is proof of the necessity of drastical-
ly decreasing global production, consumption and
transportation of energy. Just using less energy
and this used use much more efficiently! There
are so many ways to decrease the usage of energy that it presentation must be shorted
here. The already above shown practices by anarchists during the Spanish revolution,
in their provision of free public transport (as well as the example of infamous Cuba
during its own Peak Oil Crisis in the 90's) shows how it can work in reality. Of course
there are other more radical consepts worth to consideration.

Another tool for more efficient energy usage: described earlier processes of
geographical decentralisation of energy and of implementation of various energy
systems results in a situation where most of the energy would be acquired locally and
used for local needs. These needs can be quite precisely described by each community
or regional federation. Excess energy that is produced can be used for exchange and as
solidarity benefits for regions with energy deficits. It means that popularly controlled
and decentralised energy systems would put into effect a general decrease in con-
sumption and therefore production as well.

In between the shortest report on civilisation energy progress: the first billi-
on barrels of the oil used mostly for energy-production was consumed in 125 years,
while the second one just in 30 years!!! And the nuclear energy alternative progress?
The number of nuclear power-stations have reached already about 450 and have had
to rise to about 1600 world-wide in order to cover the energy needs of today's civilisa-
tion. No comments are needed here.



It is not really best place to make j-the jokes but it even happens from time
to time that the energy exploitation decrease under the capitalist dictate recently in
Iraq for example. The output of energy decreased from 2,5 million Barrels on 1,5 mil-
lion Barrels during last 2 years Anarchists obviously mean decrease of energy-usage
in way described on the previous page rather as a result of capitalist wars. Iraq decrea-
se of oil-output had no relevance to deeper social processes (even if its certainly linked
to the ongoing insurrectionary resistance of local population) - more to increase of the
oil-market prices.

Thank as well to the geographical decentralisation of energy and its local
acquisition, huge amounts of energy spent today on energy-transport could be saved.

Thinking of economy of the energy in general, the costs of traditional energy
rise while the costs of the renewable fall. In the case of renewable sources their costs
are limited just to the production of installations, but almost not costs of exploitation
itself (except of bio-energy of work).

Using the example of the Spanish revolution we can see that the anarchist-orga-
nised collective production made possible a decrease in the number of people employed
on the factory-floor to spend more (intellectual) energy in studying the new technologies.
It could for example effect a development of less energy-absorbing (wasting) systems of
production of goods, based on a decrease of technology and industrialisation. More
(intellectual) energy could be invested in raising the consciousness of the people on the
aspects of consumption which would lead to its decrease (without a actual decrease in the
standards of living) what respectively would lead to an end of technocracy-mania: witli-
out ending in technophobia but in a decrease of the technology and production in many
sectors. Public discussion towards over-technological aspects of life and its possible
decrease could be put into effect. This discussion would begin from below, in the local
communities, and continue on the inter-regional levels. _

Finally, the decisions about the amo-
unt of energy that is consumed and
which has to be produced should be dis-
cussed by councils of producers and
consumers - another case from the
Spanish experience of 1936.
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THE ENERGY AND THE ECOLOGY  
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bal screamfor oil is also rozifriwe (lliilrtly as result of fear Oi nuclear energy)" The 910'economy’ besides Others 'gGlOb1;%l3,V\ll1Slé1li1S1Z€l3fiJ(l igonneelted with the explosion of Chinas
a Situation where the capacities of the ex loiter I:mi éon barrels per day. And this in
oil have reached their limits (Peak Oil) - ibr 20 S’ ms Ormers and 'ra"Sp9"e'S °f"'eh years we have been extracting more oilt an the stores of newly discovered reso 'H _ s urces. Atom - " _ _plants are facing their renaissance today as well lc energy and clean coal energy

And even if already in the seventies the F h '. . . d American scient' t -ved the possib l f full  rem an 15 S PTO_ 1 lty 0 COVerage of global energy needs by renewable ones this is still
not practised. The main arguments used b th ' '
1 - - Y ose in power in order to stop the o -arisation of the RES (Renewable Energy Sources) are: p Pu

1. Hi h costs ? S 'them. Costs age only conngfiigylflliiedecoegmy ierre s11PPosedly not able to cover
and it does cost a lot of energy in fact h ng e in astructiire and new technologies
ears f f .1_ ' °f”eVBI', Under the popular control, the last

infiastzucfizisegilgi :g“'dtl?° “Sid c°n5c1°11$lY to build up these technologies and- me ' ' .ime, t e exploitation of the renewable resources will cost
then almost nothing and tra rt t‘ ' .be locally produced; nspo a ion costs will decrease as the energy will mostly

2. Too lon tr ' ' - - . .week, of the windgpgweenseefipgsgpeigpcé-ignstallation of one windmill takes about 1

wind-energy it would take about 10 years to tizzisihlliiih tl0df:'g(l"/tenfpl? Of] gl-Ijowth of
gy-needed. In an anarchist society in which th ve O 0 0 t 6 g 0 al ener-
decreases and there - e usage (and wasie) of energy rapidll’u are no patents on the discoveries ofprogressive technologies, and
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therefore each community has access to knowledge of these technologies, the transi-
tional process could reach an extreme dynamic;

3. Problem of accumulation is not solved ? This is again the question of into
where the intelectual energy of the population is being directed; solving of this pro-
blem can be only possible when the monopoly of the technologies based on profits will
be abolished; but even now there are developed some interesting accommodation
methods like air-compression-power-stations or pump-storage-stations;

4. RES have not enough capacity compared to the needs of today's civilisa-
tion ? There are considerations toward bio-fuels in terms of the amount of energy
necessary to reach them, as well as the fact ofhow much farmland is necessary to cover
the needs of the auto industry for exmple - so the question of economy ofenergy rises
again here; at the same time the facts are following: the sun and its derivates (wind,
water, waves, biomass) provides the earth daily with 15000 times more energy than
the civilisation uses; wind alone has the capacity of providing 40 times more electrici-
ty and 5 times more of general global demand of energy; the possibility of the full
coverage of needs by renewable energies were already presented in 1978 in France
(Group de Bellevue) and in 1979 in US (Union of Concerned Scientists);

a While anarchists would replace the fossil and
atomic energy systems by the decentralised. systems
based on renewable sources (people and environ-
ment friendly), today we can observe the artificially
created revival of nuclear-energy. Here, except for
the ecological (nuclear pollution or disaster) and
political (atomic energy is the most elitists form of)
arguments against the nuclear energy, the very prag-
matic one has to be said: according to some
American scientists estimations the increase of

nuclear-energy would lea very quickly to the end of the global uranium reserves.

In this sense, the environmental aspect of anarchism sees the post-fossil and
post-atomic sources as necessarily safe, sustainable and renewable (sun-energy, wind-
energy, bio-gas, biomass). At the same time the capitalist profiteers have no interest in
promoting them so even the “ecological prespective” brings to anarchists to necessity
of struggle against the authorities.

The G8 understands "energy security" as safe conditions for providing and
profiting from the resources, i.e. safe business! The G8 proposals to solve the worlds
energy-security problem is to increase the output of resources and the further develop-
ment of the network of its transportation for thousands of kilometres. This concept
should be overshadowed by a call for a development of alternative renewable energy
systems. As the anarchists are not interested in making profits, our understanding of

I.
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energy-security is as different as simple: we want energy-systems to be safe for oursel-
P if ves and for the environment. The energy systems massively based on fossil resources

are as safe as a ticking time-bomb and there are thousands of reports on it.

At first, the decrease of the global energr usage as ell as a drastic decrease in
usage of fossil fuels will create the circumstances in which arginal and local usage of
the fossil fuels will not be dangerous an ore and therefor in some regions accepta-ym
ble, especially during the period of transition to ecological energy, but as well as sup-
plementary resources.

However, two important remarks have to be added:

w
m
e

Secondly, it has to be emphasised once again that the ecological tendency can
not completely overshadow the social aspects. '

INTER-REGIONAL AND GLOBAL CONSCIOUSNESS, COOPERATION
AND MUTUAL SUPPORT '
:5:5:§:§:§:§:§:§:§:§:;:§:§:§:§:§:§:;:§:i' 1;. :;:-:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;.;:;:;:;:;:;:;;;=;;;:5;;;;=5:;=;=5=;=5=;=;=;:=:;:;:--:=:;+;i-as-s< -P‘ *:g=5=5:==;==;;==5=;=;=;;;=;=;=3;=g:===
_I-0-IIII-InIIIIIIII"II -I '§‘.\"I'-'I'- ‘Ii I I II£:E|\\

2- ‘i -.-E‘--'‘ii -. c -'-:-"
-:»:-

' ' ' ' 1 ': ' :' " :-:-:1:-:-. -_- ,._ __;_;.;_;,-_- '-:5» . :-: -'1-:1“-:=:1:=:1:1:=:=:
IIiI‘I‘l.l.Q"I '|:':':':' ‘I ".+ :':‘:I.l -4 -1- ‘ I I lb ‘Q. ‘I-I'I‘I.'Q£l' -I.I"‘..I.I-O.-.'.'.'.-.-:. - '.-.~ .-:1‘ .1. - -5 , _ 1-‘ -, 5 ' 5;-;a'._ .;.*..- '.'.'.:.IIIIIII ‘..- IIIII J I II.I I f II-I-IllI Q I I I p ; \ . I I I 1-‘Q ;-. . 1 _\ . ’-I O _- I-I.I"I.I-I-.I‘O'I'I I

:i:=:5:1:I:?:I§!'- '-I-1'-:1;-1-I" ~:='.-.':-:=._:-:-.-. .-1-x ~:~'-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:1:.1’ .;.:,.-.;.;.;.;. _-. _. ; -I-5 _-; _ .;::.:.:.;.;:,.;.:.; ' "Is. .- '.;.; ._ _, _.
' * 1 I I I I‘ ' -I‘~I - ' ' I1 ¢'~ ‘I 'I'I'0' I‘!-I"I' ' I -' ' ' '-' 1'1‘-:- 5- :»:-:- :~:~ -- ' -=- - l .- . -. -.:-: .- '-~ :-: -:-:-:-. >-'~:-'----- :-:-' . '- '-Iis‘ " 2 I‘ . ' ‘
':-' .':':.:.:‘:.:.:.:.‘:_:.:-3|‘; -, ‘ lfiu -_:_:':‘-‘I - - I _ ..._,l{. .-:-:‘.

1-‘j-;~;-;-;-;-;-;-;-;-;-;- ' -;._.;.'.; .-.- - -I I . .-flhi - . -!~I -1- ' I-I-I-Z
I. ‘:1 :*:l:I:I:I:I:I:I:I'I'I ,I:I: I:-' -:- ' 6' : &| "I" - - I":'2'2‘ :": ":':':‘
' l--- IiI'I'I‘I"I"I‘g"I" ‘-'.’:-". '5 - '} ‘ ‘I II‘-_ I I I :- :I:I : ‘I -I '0‘ r ‘I-"‘-_-b:‘I.I-I-I-I.}I-'I- .I'l' ‘ I.-1 -'1 _-|._I 1|‘-I I 1. In. | _aI -I I 0' :0: -Q ‘I:-:

~ , _ _ _ __. _ ;'.;' ;.;1;l;I;I;I;.;i;I*'-1-1' - ';I;IgI~1_' 12-" . .. ‘-1 -I ‘-1 3: -:-
 .- ‘I’ :. 4.‘ :-: .:_ 1 . ¢‘u‘I|u~:.:‘:.: _-I.‘ I ',_.’._-l._- ..- 1 ' ' _\ ,. ‘I ‘I ... -..-: I‘ -

'3-1'I*I'I'§-'I'I'I'I*3i::I'1' -“.- '-'- ‘ ...-.-.-: ','*~;"'I'I'I'I*Z'I -I-'I I'~_>_¢_5|‘-_|_._|_¢_.¢:|_|._.. .._._._.._._. _,_,_,_.*:,‘.', _‘.:'\_ I.I'I_rI_ _ I I-I‘! _ I U‘I I I I I 1- 1 1- I 15
..IIIllIl-II-I -1|-|--| | \ %\ A

Decentralised ecological energy, economically used,
based on popular access and control of all energy
resources, is still not an anarchist option if the common
cooperation and mutual support between the communi-
iiss and regions is not being PrH¢iissd- Tilers is I10 Discs
for cgmpetitive relations within anarchist Social I-a1ati_
ons. 9
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It is obvious that some regions and communities will always have some pro-
blems with energy. It can be a result of the natural capacitiesof the region (less winds,
less sun, less water, some environmental disasters, etc.), but also through the mista-
kes made in the capitalist past (too high a technologically based life which uses too
much energy therefore the process of decreasing dependence on the technology being
very difficult; completely exploited regions; regions devastated by wars so needing
more energy to rebuild its infrastructure, etc.) or just by community based difficulties
to move forward with decentralisation of control, changing the community cons-
ciousness, transformation of energy systems, etc. To prevent such regions and com-
munities from falling into deep energy depressions and isolation inter-regional sup-
port is needed. i

l

The same in terms of the global problems which are already created by tech-
nocratic capitalist society, like climate change, the greenhouse effect, nuclear waste
etc. They cannot be forgotten nor left for some particular communitiesto be solved

A (e.g. on those which life in a region with nuclear waste that was accumulated in the
past). Therefore global consciousness and cooperation is needed: in struggle against
oppressors and in daily relations building free society. i
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IV. Energy to switch off the power
It is always interesting to hear non-

anarchist personalities making state-
ments which prove and support anarchist
concepts. In this sense I will surprisedly
quote here one German parliamentarian
who recently stated the following: "With

~.-. the change to renewed energies, as well as
to completely new energy ways, ever-
ything would change. From commercial
into non-commercial primary-energies,
from a few huge power-stations and refi-
neries into many semi— and small ones,

from international into regional energy infrastructures, from emission-full into emis-
sion-free energies. Finally the property system will be forced to change too". However,
what is wrong illusion of this person, is that this transformation to renewable energy
systems will come sooner or later automatically, like afternoon rain comes in the tro-
pics. No - it will not come jiust like that because the political and economic elites have
analysed these issues and therefore are better informed than we are what these chan-
ges would mean. That is why they will do all they can to avoid this transformation, or
prepare themselves for making the best advantage of this transformation and to keep
their class in power. In both cases our future and the future of our planet has to be
fought for. The popularisation of radical concepts and undertaken of struggle are the
only options for us. E

On the socio—economic level, today's global energy situation (if nothing radi-
cally happens before) will result in a continuous rise of the prices of energy. It will
make more and more people start questioning the issue of the energy-systems. Many
of them are already now calling for a revival of other fuels like lower grade oil, coal or
wood, and anarchists, as environmentally conscious, should deal with this tendency
t00- But thinking on alternative energy‘ =-=-=-===:=:=i'-='= ""*'-"==1==:%z§;;;;;,;z§s;a;z;a;ag;g;;2;s,=;Iatizisizizisiziziz555525;;z§:§z§z§z§2§2§a==‘=‘=====‘===1===‘===‘=§2§:§z§a§z§s
systems must bring people to also think ,,,,, ..
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anarchists and sympathisers of the free anarchist
society for common efforts and struggles to make
OUR dreams true...

 

to all activists and scientists interested in this issue
to give more shape to the above presented visions

to all publishers for their propagating

to all workers and unemployed for keeping the spi-
nt of the collectivisation/socialisation of ener sec-BYtor as well as other sectors of production and distri-
bution goods

to all consumers for changing their consciousness
from individualistic, passive and unreflective to soci-
al, active and ecological.

i The last remark is to stress again the crucial
point of this approach: A key to the revolutionary
changes within the global energy system is the questi-
on of control. This we have firstly TOGETHER take
away from the leaders (oppressors) and spread
amongst us all! It means that revolutionary energy is
needed in order to change the system of energy and to
switch off the power relations. In this sense everyone
1s an energy transformer, and as a multitude people
are the most powerful power plant of the most
sustainable and renewable energy which in fact
already is in_their hands. Capitalism needs its endless
growth and its continued growth in usage of energy.
So the energy CI‘1SlS is a chance for real radical chan-
ges! It should not be wasted. Let's make a use of it!
Lets use the energy (issue) as an important tool to
switch off the power. And as state power is a stabili-
ser for the capitalist power - Let's make both of them
history!

_ Veronika Sinewali
(Abolishing the Bordersfi-om Below,

Network Against G8)
 

Text The energy to switch off the power" was written in face of G8-summit in
St.Petersburg and distnbuted first time during Libertarian Forum in Moscow 9-12 July
2006, and than dun'ng Russian Social Forum in St.Petersburg in 12 15 July 2006


