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In all the furore surrounding the disbandment 
of the Squad it has been revealed that the 
Director of Public Prosecutions had already been 
investigating, independently, 40 complaints 
made against the Squad. Also, local solicitors in 
Birmingham have stated that some members of 
the Squad are known to have threatened to arrest 
suspects’ spouses and put their children into care 
should complaints be made.

In the last issue of Black Flag we named some 
of the police officers implicated in the 
investigation. We now present more details of the 
corruption as well as more names.

We named DS Hornby as being one of the 
members of the Squad who goes as far back as 
the Birmingham Six case (he interrogated Hugh 
Callaghan, who has always insisted his 
‘confession’ was fabricated) and who, more 
recently, had been involved in the Ronnie Bolden 
case. In fact Hornby was one of the officers 
accused of fabricating evidence against Bolden. It 
was Hornby, too, who was found to have hidden 
files proving the innocence of Gerald Gall 
(convicted, with three others, of assault and 
sentenced to three years). Furthermore Hornby 
was found to have inserted false pages into a 
statement regarding a case concerning a jewel 
robbery in 1987. Altogether Hornby has been 
found on at least three separate occasions to have 
falsified evidence. These are examples relating to 
him which have been brought to light, but do not 
include cases alleging fabrication that have not 
been proven or have not been properly 
investigated.

With the Bolden case allegations of corruption 
go much further than fabrication of evidence. 
While Bolden was inside officers (including DS 
James McManus) raided his home and seized 
£4000 from his wife. Mrs Bolden had the

I’

Finally, we can reveal that the two officers 
suspended in June were DC Roger Clifford and 
DC David Woodleigh. Both were found to have 
removed papers in a file held at Warwick Crown 
Court relating to the conviction of Michael

Brommell (who got seven years for a firearms 
offence).
These are the cases of which we are aware. There 
may well be many other cases the authorities are 
aware of but at this stage are not willing to 
release the facts. Likewise there could well be 
many cases which the authorities are unaware of 
and which they will either discover in the course 
of the inquiry or will be unable to deal with 
because of a cover-up by the officers concerned 
and their colleagues in the Squad. At the end of 
the day the Inquiry may only succeed in 
investigating the tip of the iceberg.

documents to show that the £4000 were not the 
proceeds from a robbery (as the officers alleged) 
but money obtained from the sale of the family 
car. The money was never returned by the 
officers to Mrs Bolden and Ronnie Bolden is now 
suing the police for theft.

One of the officers disciplined in June as a 
result of the purge is DC John Perkins, who was 
found to have fabricated ‘confessions' in a case 
involving four people on burglary charges. 
Subsequently all four had the charges dropped. 
More importantly, perhaps, it has been revealed 
that Perkins was one of the officers involved in 
the Carl Bridgewater murder case. It was Perkins 
who interrogated Patrick Molloy, who later 
insisted that his ‘confession’ was false, but who 
died in prison in 1981. His 
co-defendants—Michael Hickey, Vincent and 
James Robinson—are still inside serving a life 
sentence and protesting their innocence.
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ITH THE discovery that certain crucial 
prosecution documents had gone 
‘missing’ it was announced in August 

by the head of West Midlands Police, Geoffrey 
Dear, that the Serious Crimes Squad had been 
disbanded and its offices sealed and that an 
Inquiry would be instigated into the SCS to 
determine the degree of corruption that had 
occurred.

The purge began in June when 30 members of 
the Squad were transferred to either the Drugs 
Squad or the Stolen Vehicles Squad. The catalyst 
for this purge was the acquittal of Ronald 
Bolden, who had been charged with armed 
robbery but released during trial when it was 
shown that his ‘confession’ had been fabricated. 
The purge continued. Two members of the Squad 
were suspended, three others ‘disciplined’, 
another demoted. By August it had been decided 
to close down the Squad as a whole and the 
remaining officers were transferred to 
administrative duties. Of those transferred nine 
were senior officers in the CID division. The 
head of West Midlands CID, Detective Chief 
Superintendent Jim Byrne, was also transferred. 
In all a total of 53 police officers of differing 
ranks were transferred.

It was soon announced that an Inquiry, but not 
an ‘independent’ one, would be set up under the 
auspices of the Police Complaints Authority, 
which is run by the police apart from the odd, 
token, civilian. The Inquiry, it was explained, 
would investigate recent cases. How far back the 
Inquiry should go was a matter of dispute. 
Geoffrey Dear wanted the Inquiry to go back 
only as far as 1986, when a bill covering new 
regulations for criminial evidence came into 
effect. The PC A wanted more leeway and April 
1984 was proffered for cases that may have 
begun earlier but were dealt with after the 1986 
cut-off point. This wrangling over dates takes no 
account of the scale of the corruption and the 
fabrication of evidence, but only of legislation 
governing new procedures. As a relative of one 
of the six men convicted for the Birmingham Pub 
Bombings said recently, justice should not be 
restricted by time—if an injustice has been 
committed then there should be no time limits. 
The scale of the Inquiry is realised when it is seen 
that during the period 1987-1988 alone the Squad 
were involved in 400 arrests. The Inquiry team 
announced that, in fact, a total of 738 cases, 
covering three years, will be looked into. 
Investigations undoubtedly will be prolonged. 
Cases prior to the cut-off date will not be 
investigated unless those involving arrest after 
April 1984 did not go to trial until after April 
1986. All other cases, including those prior to 
April 1984, will be left alone, regardless as to 
whether there is evidence of fabrication. 
However, if the Inquiry does go back as far as 
April 1984 and covers all cases, the total to date 
will come to more than 1200.

Corruption was obvious for some time—with 
cases being dismissed in court because of 
fabricated evidence. Over the last two years nine 
cases were thrown out by the courts in this way. 
Then in July of this year Keith Parchment (jailed 
for five years for robbery) was freed when 
evidence was presented to show that his 
confession’ was fabricated. More recently trials 

at Wolverhampton and Stafford were halted 
when defence lawyers insisted on examining 
‘confessions’ obtained by the Squad; 
subsequently it was found that certain police 
evidence had gone ‘missing’. Finally in August, 
there was a case, in Birmingham, where defence 
lawyers complained of files ‘missing’ for over a 
year.
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HE ‘MADWOMEN of the Plaza de Mayo 
still gather in Buenos Aires. Despite police 

interference the mothers of those who 
disappeared during the years of military 
dictatorship still gather in the main square, some 
forlornly seeking news of their sons and 
daughters long presumed dead (sometimes of 
orphaned grandchildren, snatched for adoption 
far away), all demanding that the criminals 
responsible should be brought to justice.

The Argentine government waged war against 
its people: thousands were rounded up, tortured 
and killed. The armed forces, as is usual in such 
cases, became so powerful they thought 
themselves invincible: when the government 
needed a diversion to take their cowed subjects’ 
minds off their misery, the generals were quite 
convinced they could take on any major Power.

The question in the Malvinas/Falklands 
dispute was simple: did they belong to 
Argentina, which broke from the Spanish 
empire, clearly given all South America (bar 
Brazil) by the Pope (who didn’t own any of it); or 
to Great Britain (on the principle that countries ' 
belong to the State to which the first white man 
who saw them owed allegiance)? The answer was 
equally simple: they belonged to the one with the 
biggest guns.

As a result of Argentina's crushing defeat, for 
which the pride in invincibility of the generals 
and admirals was responsible, the regime fell and 
the armed forces leadership were under attack as 
criminals. At last the people could speak. The 
British Government promised to bring some to 
trial but didn’t, preferring a resumption of trade. 
The regime was, however, bankrupted and 
growing poverty, plus the creeping back of 
repression, has brought back the new Peronistas.

The mothers continue to make the same sort of 
demands that once everyone in Argentina was 
making. Their persistence is called madness 
(how can the dead be brought back, they are 
asked—as if once gone, their children should be 
forgotten, their grandchildren unknown, the 
murderers forgiven): they still demand justice. 
The government for a time tried to conciliate 
them with soft words: even now, the new 
President, Carlos Menem, has fallen back on the 
liberal slogan usually derided by 
reactionaries—‘we are all guilty’—‘all of us in 
Argentina are responsible, all of us who lived 
through divisions in our society'.

The secretary of the Mothers of the Plaza de 
Mayo, Maria del Rosario de Cerruti, has 
continued to hold regular meetings calling for the 
war criminals to be taken from their posts and to 
be tried for their crimes and this has culminated 
in a massive protest of 100,000 marchers in 
Buenos Aires. Menem, who has constantly been 
suggesting pardon for the ‘military question’ 
now says they are ‘premature’ in protesting 
against such pardon. The Mothers merit 
international support.
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HOME NEWS

THE POLL TAX is going to be the greatest 
act of class wealth confiscation since the

PollTax £ 600

Poll Tax LOGO

&
T A There are two entirely different philosophies 

referred to as anarchism: one based on class

Total: £365.50

Total: £45
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MOONIES ECLIPSED BY
ADVERSE PUBLICITY

How we stand
(from last published state of play to 10.9.89)

Lots of subs now due; we re reluctant to cut off 
lest it ’s just a question of no cash, but returns last 
issue looks like a mass exodus (poll tax offspin?). 
Let us know if you change address.
Usual apologies for irregular appearance from 
unpaid overworked ‘staff. Nearly-every-month 
is a miracle!

The threats of fines and confiscation will 
increase: to prevent workers demanding more to 
pay their way, industrial combination will come 
under increasing pressure. We are heading for 
serfdom if present plans go through. A real 
resistance is needed—now.

paying a grossly inflated charge for rent and 
rates, and having to pay the same charge for rent, 
plus paying poll tax separately, will force them 
out of their accommodation altogether.

In hand £54.38
Bank loan down to £4444.15

Q&Aon Anarchism
f\Anarchism may be fair enough as protest or 
\Jfdissent but surely anyone of intelligence, 
even anarchists themselves, appreciates its 
achievement is impossible?

struggle and the other on the cult of the 
impossible. The Anarchism we advocate (the 
first) comes from the practical experience of the 
working class and is based on the rejection of the 
State and of domination by one class over 
another. Those who reject the notion of a 
classless society, fearing the end of social 
parasitism, say this is impossible, but by using 
repressive power and media persuasion against it 
prove that their real fear is that it is highly 
possible given the chance.

Even the left are placated with the deputy 
Labour leader, Roy Hattersley, welcoming the 
scheme as a means of identifying troublemakers 
with ‘fascist connections’. Mr Hattersley sees the 
scheme as a replacement to the I/D card, but 
presumably has not considered the implications 
should it be run in tandem with it.

Whether alleged hooligans are blacklisted by 
private intelligence-gathering agencies, like the 
Economic League, or monitored by state 
intelligence-gathering forces, like the Police, this 
extension of surveillance bodes ill for liberty 
generally. Who will be next in line? Extensive 
surveillance on anti-statists and those opposed to 
capitalism is common enough, but any attempt to 
extend surveillance, whatever the excuse, should 
be opposed.

London ABC—London M £10, Belfast OR £5, 
Rugby DR £30

HE ASSOCIATION of Chief Police Officers 
(ACPO), currently headed by James 

Anderton (God's Cop), have had the brainwave 
of expropriating an idea first mooted by the 
Economic League, the blacklisting agency, in 
respect to controlling football hooligans. Last 
year it was leaked that the League was interested 
in setting up a scheme whereby lists of football 
hooligans would be compiled and passed on to 
football clubs for use in any future I/D card 
system. Now the ACPO have grabbed the 
initiative.

Leaving out all mention of I/JD cards, 
‘hooligans' will be monitored—and dossiers 
compiled and stored in a computer—by a 
National Football Intelligence Unit, funded to the 
tune of £300,000.

1. Was Edward Carson, the Dublin-born lawyer 
and orator who led the military mutiny against 
Home Rule, which ultimately led to a divided 
Ireland, of Irish or English descent?
2. Which modem internationally revered 
political figure made no secret about his going to 
bed with a succession of young women?
3. What is the Irish Free State?
4. In the thirties the Communist Party set up a 
Red Army, Moscow-trained, in Germany, ‘to 
fight fascism’ (though it mostly fought the 
social-democrats). What happened to it when 
Hitler took power by a deal with the Centre?
5. Which solitary leading Nazi had the courage to 
draw Hitler’s attention to the atrocities in Poland 
in WWII, and with what response?
6. What was the Gaelic Archipelago?

Association International, International Oceanic 
Enterprises, Master Marine Inc, Saeilo
Machinery, World Research Institute for Science 
and Technology, Unified Family, Global 
Economic Action Institute, The New Patriotic 
Movement, American Freedom Coalition, 
Atlantic Video, Creative Community Project, 
Headwing, Forum fuhr Gerstige Fuhrung, News 
World Communications, Freedom Leadership 
Foundation, International One World Crusade, 
Project Volunteer, National Centre for 
Constitutional Studies, and a host of religious 
groups and organisations.

Anarcho-Quiz

Sales and subs: 
Donations*:....

Total:..........

On the other hand, it is estimated a £40 million 
windfall has already been made by private 
landlords in Scotland, who charge the same rate 
for rent alone, as they used to for rent and rates 
collected together. The London area, when the 
tax is introduced into England, will mean a gain 
of £63 million for the landlords, and the 
probability of mass evictions for tenants, already

« *

X k. 
X

£292.43 
£365.50 
£657.93

No doubt papers like Searchlight will welcome 
the move, indicative of their acquiesence to 
legislative control as a means of containing 
fascism, rather than accepting direct community 
action which has the means to crush it. For 
instance, Leeds Anti-Fascist Action showed the 
way by ousting the fascists from the terraces at 
Eiland Road, and got a football supporters award 
for doing so.

*Donations: London—JW £10,P £10,AM 
£64,JG £20,LR £50,LB £50; Tapes £7.50;
Bridlington T £4, Rugby DR £30, Hull RR £10, 
Glasgow As £5. Surrey RMW £10, Swindon SJ 
£15, Norfolk EP £70, Dyfed C £1,Ottawa CM 
£5

<9K?

Detached from the working class, any 
anarchist movement, however genuine and even 
stemming from the above, can degenerate into 
protest against any and every Week's Favourite 
Hate but that represents a failure to take it into 
the arena where it is possible and instead, fairly 
naturally one supposes, takes action on whatever 
is thought of as the next best thing.

The other form of anarchism is purely 
negative: one enshrining certain principles like 
saints in marble—e.g. not voting every four 
years, or not volunteering for the army—often 
regarding working for a boss, sometimes while 
being one, as a betrayal of principle. It finds 
support in those preferring to drop out of the 
struggle rather than fight in it, though it is 
usually advocated by those wanting to claim bits 
and pieces of anarchist history as their own but 
having no intention of participating. This cult of 
the certainly impossible (because not pursued) 
attracts some bourgeois academics, being less 
demanding to write on than Marxism and less 
overcrowded a market.

CHIEF COPS GRAB BLACKLISTING 
PLAN

■
1 

■■■
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■

Printing bills paid: £240.00
Post:...................£314.40

Stationery:.............£49.15
Total:................. £603.55

With mortgage interest so high, when to this is 
added an equivalent charge to current rates to 
each adult occupant, few of those who think they 
have solved their accommodation problems by 
buying a house or flat will be able to continue 
living in it. ■

When the poll tax has been settled, the
Government will go on to announce the abolition 
of income tax by saying it has settled the National 
Debt (by privatising everything there will be no 
need to subsidise anything). The sole effect of 
this will be that the principle of charges on 
property or income will have gone and charges 
by person made: all will pay the same sum, 
replacing both taxes and rates, irrespective of 
wealth or property.

Highland Clearances. Those who think they are 
at rock bottom anyway, other than permanent 
tramps sleeping rough, have another thing 
coming. Those who will be vastly better off will 
be the very rich living in their mansions and 
whose children live in luxury flats on their own: 
saving as much as £50,000 per family a year. The 
moderately better off, such as working people . 
living in their own houses or flats, will only stay 
at the same level (on present plans) if they have 
no grown-up children at home. This contrasts 
with people paying only a small rate for poor 
accommodation, who will instead be paid the full 
sum per adult per house, and may be expected to 
pay as much as £3000 a year extra even with 
rebates.

■■■ ■■■

HE COLLEGIATE Association for the
Research of Principles (CARP), referred to 

in our last issue, was forced to postpone one of a 
series of conferences in London after it was 
shown the Moonies were funding it. CARP was 
founded by Sun Myung Moon as far back as 1955 
and is a vehicle for the subversion of students. 
The president of CARP is Bo Hi Pak, the head of 
Causa, the anti-Communist political wing of the 
Unification Church which helped to launch the 
far-right propaganda organisation Western 
Goals. (Prof. Antony Flew, vice-president of 
Western Goals, is also an honorary associate of 
the Rationalist Press Association, presumed to 
expose rackets like the Moonies).

According to Inform, a Home Office funded 
agency that monitors cult organisations, the 
Unification Church has a total of 65 front groups. 
Among these are the following: International 
Cultural Foundation, International Council on 
the Unity of Sciences, Professors World Peace 
Academy, Paragon House Publishers, Causa 
International, International Federation for 
Victory over Communism, International Security 
Council, Summit Council for World Peace, 
Association for the Unity of Latin America, 
World Media Association, Washington Times, 
New York City Tribune, Noticias del Mundo, 
The Middle East Times, World Daily News, 
Insight, The World And I, Free Press 
International, New York City Symphony, Artists
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AUL LASHMAR, who has previously 
bylined fictional claims regarding the 

anarchist movement, now adds his name to a 
story (The Observer, 30 July) claiming 
anarchists in the Animal Liberation Front, 

are responsible for fire-bombing attacks on 
department stores selling fur products...’. Hold 
on, mister. If you know who fire-bombed the 
stores (Dingles was singled out—it is owned by 
the House of Fraser and one could on equal 
evidence point to its feud with The Observer's 
owners) and you’re against it, how come you 
didn’t inform the police? Conscience? Or do you 
only know their politics but not their identities?

The tenor of the article is to try to link up 
animal lib attacks, attacks on those who attack 
the environment, and attacks on capitalist 
enterprises, with anarchists. In this connection 
(which I suspect is where The Observer got it 
from) the police in several places, particularly in 
‘the sticks’ where ‘niceties’ are unknown, are 
interviewing, even at places of work—and 
publicising to employers—former prisoners who 
have nothing whatever to do with animal libbing, 
and who may not even think it has to do with 
human liberation—as some people sincerely do. 
This includes not only anarchist former political 
prisoners but even Irish Republicans. One was 
asked where he was ‘three Mondays ago’—and as 
he said he was working, was told his employers 
must be contacted—though there was no reason 
whatever to connect him with attacking 
MacDonalds other than his involvement with 
Sinn Fein. Asking what Irish freedpm had to do 
with beefburger restaurants, he was told, ’You 
have to expect us to follow up all crimes of 
political violence’. Result: the sack. For having 
to prove innocence, or not attacking 
MacDonalds, whichever way you want to put it.
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anarcho-syndicalist conferences.
The Confederation of Anarcho-Syndicalists 

has branches in 30 towns. Among their members 
are representatives from the well known informal 
groups Commune (Moscow), Salvation 
(Leningrad), Chance (Kharkov), Socialist Club 
(Irkutsk), Working Day (Khabarovsk), etc

A A A A

Andrei Isaev, a member of an academic group 
within the KAS (Anarcho-Syndicalist 
Federation) of the Soviet Union, recently sent in 
a statement about anarcho-syndicalism to 
Komsomolskaya Pravda, the paper of the Young 
Communist League. We reproduce below a 
shortened version of a translation of that 
statement.

‘The words ‘anarchy’ and 
‘anarcho-syndicalism’ are vaguely associated in 
the mass consciousness either with chaos and 
anarchic ‘banditry’, or with the ‘Workers 
Opposition’ which came out at the Congress of 

please all. Liberty is the watchword, but has 
different meanings to different groupings.

In Poland the opposition is no longer 
Solidarnosc the leadership, but everyone but, 
including the Communists. On the right are 
various groups pushing for independence, such 
as the Polish Independence Party, the Movement 
for a Free Poland (some of whose members are 
also members of Solidarnosc), and the 
Confederation of Independent Poland (KPN) 
which has held joint rallies with the right of 
Solidarnosc. On the left include groups allied to 
the Federation of Fighting Youth, a wing of 
Solidarnosc and which was opposed to its 
electoral policy. Somewhere between is the 
Movement of Free Democrats, which saw 
Solidarnosc as being too radical and prefers to go 
all out for social democracy. Outside of these 
factions are the anarchists, who cannot pretend to 
a unified movement, despite various 

organisational names that suggest otherwise. The 
anarchist groups tend to organise according to 
their relation to syndicalism. The pacifists and 
drop-outs are at one end and the supporters of a 
militant Solidarnosc are at the other. The 
anti-syndicalists argue for ‘greater freedom’, 
especially cultural freedom and are active in the 
‘peace movement’ and the initiatives against 
military conscription. They are exemplified by 
the Freedom and Peace group (WiP). Within 
WiP is a group called ‘Future Times’, which is 
an apology for liberalism and which campaigns 
for The development of social administration... 
the construction of social, economic and political 
pluralism' and declare their support for the legal 
recognition of Solidarnosc. It is this sort of 
liberalism, masquerading as anarchism, that is 
helping to push Poland towards a political system 
that real anarchists most emphatically reject.

In Russia the ‘youth movement’ has many

COMMENT
It is a remarkable turnround in Russian affairs 
that once more Anarcho-Syndicalism is openly 
discussed, a result not of glasnost granted from 
above, but pressure from below. That this 
statement appeared in a Soviet newspaper is 
historic and typical of the present scene. Some 
arguments against Anarchism in the capitalist 
world are answered by Russian experience: the 
workers showed they could through soviets 
(committees) take over industry. Capitalism will 
not make Russia free (nor prosperous as 
America, with whom it would have to compete) 
and the real issue is whether the workers soviets 
should be subordinate to the State (which 
happened, with disaster) or free, which makes a 
world of difference. It may be noted students in 
the USSR are not necessarily an elite. Most have 
close ties with the workplace. We look forward 
to learning more of the progress of Anarchist 
ideas in the new generation, and perhaps also of 
the story of Russian Anarchism from the inside 
during the years of Stalinism. (There have been 
current references to ‘armed anarchist uprisings' 
in the late 20s, in Siberia, of which nothing is 
known).

An odd reference is made to the British sailors: 
presumably the Invergordon Mutiny, but this 
was under Communist Party leadership—has it 
been presented differently in Russia, or have the 
CP used the Invergordon sailors as a cloak to 
criticise the Kronstadt sailors (the way Bukharin 
attacked ‘anarchist criminals' as a guise to 
criticise Stalin; or British trots analyse 
bourgeois anarchists' as a veiled criticism of 

their own members)?

VERY DAY there is news of great 
changes in the Eastern bloc as different 
national groupings emerge to challenge the 

centralism of the Soviet Union, while
governments in certain Eastern European 
countries move further and further away from 
Soviet control. Largely these moves are towards 
Western-style capitalism and are a consolidation 
of old nationalist movements. They represent 
changes that are unlikely to be curtailed, even if 
the old guard in the USSR regain control. The 
people undoubtedly want freedom, but is this 
what they will get? In the West freedom is linked 
to capitalism, and the specific type of 
exploitation that it engenders. The changes will 
therefore result in a change of leaderships, of 
ideology, and of yokes. The alternative is 
self-management without capitalism.

Poland has advanced further than any other of 
the East bloc countries down the road towards 
capitalism. There, state firms are being 
privatised, and the docks in Gdansk, closed down 
because they couldn't compete, have been sold 
off to a Polish entrepeneur who learnt her skills 
in the USA. Solidarnosc, as a movement, is split, 
its leadership now in government in partnership 
w ith the Communists. This leadership will want 
to impose austerity in the name of national 
renewal; prices will increase and workers will be 
expected to work harder. The promised rewards 
are the benefits of capitalism but also its 
excesses. Strikes will be seen as an attack on the 
‘renewal process'. Union independence will be 
compromised as Solidarnosc leaders in govern­
ment will urge Solidarnosc members not to take 
industrial action (just as in Britain Labour leaders 
urge trade unions, which helped to create the 
party, to curb strikes). There is a fine line 
between this sort of corporatism and the so-called 
‘free market’ which the right of Solidarnosc now 
embraces.

Hungary is not far behind in the running order. 
The new openness is welcomed by the Hungarian 
people, as also the improvements in living 
conditions generally. The freedoms they now 
enjoy are in sharp contrast to the Stalinism still 
prevalent in East Germany, Rumania or 
Czechoslovakia.
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the Russian Communist Party (Bolsheviks) 
against Lenin. Consequently we students and 
school-teachers took the risk of deliberately 
taking over the name.

What motivates us? Above all, the fact that 
sometimes we have to restore justice with regard 
to learning, recalling that Bakunin, Kropotkin, 
Mahkno, the British sailors and the Catalan 
workers in general were not the fiends of hell 
they were portrayed for the many long years of 
Stalin-Brezhnev propaganda.

Our motto remains the words of Bakunin: 
‘Freedom without socialism is privilege and 
injustice, socialism without freedom is slavery 
and brutality'.
Speaking as a component of the socialist and 
workers’ movement, anarcho-syndicalism was 
always the most consistent in upholding the idea 
of self-rule, federalism, and trade union 
democracy, independent of labour and creative 
collectives.

We are principled protagonists not simply of 
any government not simply of any government or 
type of state but of the very idea of the state. At 
the same time we are not Utopians and recognise 
the need for evolution, for transitional periods. 
That is why at the present time we are fighting 
for the transfer of real power to the central and 
local soviets, the restoration of Soviet power and 
its original meaning, for the gradual transfer of 
the means of production into the hands of those 
who work with them, for the broad development 
of non-state and non-party forms of initiative on 
the part of the workers (the movement for 
preserving the cultural and natural environment, 
the unions of students and so on).

We are not against a multiplicity of parties, nor 
are we for such a thing. Because we consider that 
this is not a panacea for all ills. We do not need a 
multiplicity of parties—but non-party soviets in 
which deputies will vote not on the basis of party 
decisions but in accordance with the wishes of 
the electors. We are trying to find out how we 
can achieve that in our programme of 

factions, from workers to academics, from 
anarchists to Bolsheviks, from social democrats 
to nationalists, etc, etc. Despite these major 
differences there is also a tendency for youth to 
organise together to ‘push glasnost along' and 
press for more ‘openness’. Contact with the 
youth of the West is seen as crucial. The bond 
which unites all (with the exception of the Young 
Communist League) is a hatred of the Bolshevik 
legacy.

But the obvious danger, with all these 
movements in all the East bloc countries, is that 
the precious liberty so sought after will be 
destroyed before its gained by the very people 
who are fighting to gain it.

Western capitalism is no more a champion of 
liberty than State Communism is a champion of 
social equality. In their desire for freedom the 
peoples of the USSR and Eastern Europe 
generally are in danger of losing it to another 
form of tyranny. The decisions and actions they 
take now in the pursuit of freedom will therefore 
be crucial. They will need the courage to reject 
not only the ways of totalitarianism but also of 
the economic repression advanced as their 
saviour. It will mean going back to square one. It 
will mean revolution. They will also need the 
courage to see to it that such a revolution is not 
subverted and taken over by authoritarians of the 
left or right. They already know their enemies on 
the left—they have suffered under them for 70 
years—but their enemies on the right are also 
emerging and represent calls for strong but 
‘independent’ rule and a ‘free market' of goods 
and labour.

Over the next few months and years the 
peoples of Eastern Europe and the USSR have a 
chance to reshape their destiny. Their choice, we 
believe, can not be seen as being between 
Communism and Capitalism—the former has 
been discredited by a repressive leadership 
interested only in its own power, while the latter 
can only offer different structures of control but 
no more. Real liberty has no competitors. It 
rejects all rule and all power. This can be their, 
and our, only choice.
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In the USSR itself the changes are vast and the 
demands for even greater change confound the 
leadership in their audacity. The Baltic States, 
the republics of the south, and now the Ukraine, 
are challenging the authority of the Kremlin and 
demanding nothing less than independence. The 
nationalist movements are increasing in power 
daily, and people in their hundreds of thousands, 
if not millions, are organising together to throw 
off the State Communist yoke. Not all are 
anti-communist, anti-socialist or even 
nationalist, but want to regain the old languages 
and customs and not have their lives run from 
Moscow.

The rejection of Moscow, of the old Stalinism, 
of central control, and of decades of repression 
has been made possible by changes imposed upo 
the leadership by the Soviet people from all 
across the USSR. The Moscovites and the 
Russians do not demand an end to Russian rule, 
presumably, but the end of rule from above. The 
same applies, presumably, to the people in the 
non-Russian republics and to the people of the 
‘satellite’ countries in Eastern Europe. But in 
rejecting State Communism they are being urged 
by some that all will be solved by nationalism a 
doctrine espoused by both right and left 
depending upon whether the country concerned 
has been exploited by the West or by the 
East—and by others by pluralism—which 
ultimately means Western-style democracy but in 
the short-term is a rough code for oppositional 
alliances. These alliances vary from country to 
country, but what is common in all is their 
opposition to State Communism; this opposition 
has no precise direction but in the hands of the 
powerful will hardly lead to a solution that will
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