
;J____

i:

I
I

5
1
1

1
.
I

___..:--___-q-—>_-—,....-———-

1
i

_413

.d

- - - ' ..- _ —--— . - _' ' - ‘-5- " - ':'-- .- ' 7' '"‘:' ' "2-.". "-'- "‘-;- ' "" — 9'-

Thin program was adopited by the Union Anarchica
Italiana at its congress in Bologna, 1920, This
pamphlet was reprinted as a public service by-

SR.AFprint Co -op
P. O. Box 4091
Mcuntain View,
California 94040
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The source was: "Errico Malatesta, His Life 8:
Idea-5» " edited by Vernon Richards, Freedom
Press, London (1965).
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love, cornpetitionbiy solidari*;y, the individual search pp p t v-Q9?!"--g33'i_Q,n, gvery religious
for persoanla well -beingby the fraternal C0@Z1p&".i"8.i';l01f?. r» i t fhis is V‘ gar - j_dea1_W  i p  pp n
for the well -being of all, oppression and irnposition ;_ p v v A p l t i * ' *3,
iyliberty, the religious and pseudo-scientific lie by '
ruth

ihereforez its 7 0&1!‘ objectives the ideal fO1'.' VhiC'h we
l
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3.

4,

5.

6.

Abolition of private property in land, in raw
materials and the instruments of labor , so that
no one shall have the rneans of living by the
exploitation of the labor of others, and that
everybody, being assured of the rneans to pro-
duce and to live , shallbe truly independent and
in apositionto unite freely among thernselves
for a cornmon objective and according to their
peesonal syinpathies
Abolition of governrnent and of every power
which makes the law and imposes it on others:
therefore abolition of monarchies, republics,
parliaments, armies, police forces, magistra-
tures and any institution whatsoever endowed
with coercive powers,
Organization of social life by means of free
association and federations of producers and
consumers, created and modified according
to the wishe s of their members , guidedbv science
and experience, and free from any kind of im-
position which does not spring from natural
needs, to which everyone, convindce by a. feel-
ing of overrriding neces sity, voluntarily subniits.
The means of life, for development and well-
being, will be guaranteed to children and all
who are prevented from providing for theniseive s.
War on religions and all lies, even if they shel-
ter under the cloak of science, Scientific in-
struction for all to an advanced level.
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7.lReconstruction of ethe~fami1y;’as*éil1;¢n§£Q,
i?-~ Enqnstheu practice oflovep rres~ from ejpryfl

 1e9H1“,t1e@ from eVBIY‘ economic and phg3ifi§1fl
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- x we have outlined under a nmber of headings

gle. .   n 1  i  
But it is not, enough to desire somethings?

if one really ‘wants it adequate means rmnstyhev
. . _ l_‘ i _

used to secure it. And these means are not arbi-R
i '" - l _ ‘ ' 1|‘ ‘-‘ " - .

,ttrary,‘bnt instead cannot'he conditioned) by they
. . _|

ends*we aspire to and "by the circumstances in}
‘which the struggle takes place, for if we igaorei
the choice of means we would achieve other ends,h

 possibly diametrically opposed to those we as-i
pire to, and this would be the obvious and in-
 evitable consequence, of our choices of meansl
'Hhoeveri sets out on the highroad and takes_al
"wrong turning does not go where he intends to go
but where the road leads himt _; A ;

?§ It is therefore necessary to state what are e
the means which in our opinion lead to our as-%
sired ends, and which we propose to adopt,

our ideal is not one which depends for its
success on the individual considered in isola-
tion. The question is of changing the way of
life of society as a whole: of establishing
among other men relationships based on love and
solidarity; of achieving the full material,moral
and intellectual development not for isolated
individuals, or members of one class or of a

>-'

particular political party, but for all manEind—
and this is not something that can be imposed by

War on rivalries and patriotic prejudices, 4
Abolition of frontiers; bootherhood among all
peoples,

t
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ii iearifiret ,task therefore masti be to pere

awho are termeated by hatred and lbittereeee*we
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yforce, but musty emerge through 'theienlighteheda
§eonsciences ‘of each one of  ue ands be achieeed
- \

fwith the free eonseat of all; i.,i” = l .Y#?

feaade people,   a’
of ‘We must make people aware of  the misfore

 tunes they suffer and of their ehaaeee to dee
;stroy them,‘We meet awaken eympathy in everybody
{for the misfortunes  of others aad a warm desire
tfor the goed of all peopleo » .
9 Te those whe are eold and hungry we will
idemohstrate he posaible and eaey it eoald be to
,aeeare to everybody theirs material needso To
*thoee who are oppreeeed and diepised we ehall
fiehow haw it is peseihle to  liae‘happily in a
fworld of people who are free and equal; to those

jwill point to the road that leade to peace and
;humaa*warmth that comes throagh learning to love
ene“eu fellow heihgeo e

 peed when we will have saeeeeded in aroasing
ithe aeatimeat of rebellion in the miade of men
against the avoidable and aajaet eeile  from
'hieh we suffer in seeiety today, and in getting
them to understand how they are caused and, how

git depends on human will to rid ourselves of
them: and when we will have created a lively and
strong desire in men to transform society for
the good of all, then these who are convinced,
Fill by their own efforts as well as by the ex-
ample of tose already conviaced,unite and want
to as well as be able  to act for their common
ideals, ,  

As we have already pointed out, it would be
ridiculous and contrary to our objectives to
try to impose freedom, love amongl men and the
radical development of human faculties, by means

5 t
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of force. One must therefiore rely on the free
will of others, and all we can do is to Pr°Vdk9
the development and the expression of »the will
of the people,But it would be equally absurd and
contrary to our aims to admit that those who do
not share our views should prevent us from ex»
pressing our will, so long as it does not deny
them the same freedom. g

Freedom for all, therefore,to propagateaad
to experiment with their ideas,with no other lie
mitation than that which arises naturally from
the equal liberty of everybody.

But to this are opposed - and with gbrute
force ~ those who benefit from existing privilee
ges and who today deminate and control all soe
eial life. m

In their hands they have all the means Of
production: and thus they suppress not only the
possibility of free experimentation in new ways
of communal living, and the right of workers to
live freely by their own efforts, but also the
right to life itself; and they oblige whoever is
not a boss to have to allow himself to be exe
ploited and oppressed if he does not wish to die
of hunger.

WIQ Ii ¢p _ whey have ,pQ11¢e forces, a judiciary, ano
armies created for the express purpose of dee
fending their privileges: and they persecute?
imprison and massacre those who would want to
‘abolish thoee privileges and who claim the meane
iof lite and liberty for everyone. 

Jealous of their preeent and immediate ine
tereste, corrupted by the spirit of dominationa

.__, .,....._-| -

fearful of the future, they.ths privilegeé ¢1a9§
are, generally speaking iaeapahle of a generoue
gesture; are equally incapable of a wider cone
eept of their interestefl and it would be foolish

y ,,...,0
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to hope that they should freelygive up properyy
sand power  and adapt themselves to living as
equals and with those whoY today  they' keepin
-subjection. i  i
y if Leaving aside the lessons of history (which
demonstrates that never has a privileged class
divested itself of all or some of its privileges
and never has a government abandoned its power
unless obliged to do so by force or the fear of
force). there is enough contemporary evidence to
convince anyone that the bourgeoisie and governs
ments intend to use armed force to defend theme
selves? not only against complete expropriation;
but equally against the smallest popular demands
and are always ready to engage in the most atroe
cious persecutions and the bloodiest massacres.

For those people who want to emancipate
themselves, only one course is opens thatl of
opposing force with force. _ s

It follows from what we have said that we
J Ihave to work to awaken 1n the oppressed the con-

scious desire for a radical transformation, and
to persuade? them. by unitingi they have the
strength to win; we must propagate our ideal and
prepare the required material and moral lforces
to overcome those of the enemy, and to organize
the new society, and when ‘we will have the
strength needed we must, by taking advantage of
favorable circumstances as they arise, or which
we can ourselves create. to make the social re-
volution, using force to destroy the government
and to expropriate the owners of*wealth§ and by
putting in_coemoni the meansYoiyliie and presses
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All this. is however less simple than itp
might appear at fisst sight;We'have to deal with
people as they are in society today, in the most
miserable moral and material conditions: and we
"would be deluding ourselves in thinking that
propaganda is enough to raise them to that level
of intellectual development which is needed to
put our ideas into eff@¢t~  

Between man and his social environment 
there is a reciprocal action. Men make society
what it is and society makes men what they Eféa
and the result is therefore a kind Of V1¢1@u§
circle.To transform society men must be changed»
and to transform mena society must be changed.

Poverty brutalises man, and to abolish pove
erty men must have a social conscience and dew
termination. Slavery teaches. men to be slavesg
and to free oneself from slavery there is a need
for men who aspire to liberty. Ignorance has the
effect of making men unaware of the causes of
their misfortunes as well as the means of overs
coming them; and to do away lwith ignorance peoe
ple must 'have the time and the means to educate
themselves.

Governments accustom people to submit to
the Law and to believe the Law* is essential to
gagietyg and to abolish government men must he
convinced of the uselessness and the harmfulness
of government. V .

r

.* ‘How does. one escape from this vicious
circle? i  v s  is v |  

“~ “Fortunately existing societyl has not been
created” by the inspired twill of a dominating
class,;which has succeeded in reducing all sits
subjects to passive and unconscious» instruments

I -.n

of itsminterestss It is the result of a thousand
~internec1ne struggles? of a thousand human and
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natural facters. acting indifferentiy,"witheut
direciite @rit@Iie? and thee there are no clear-
cut divieiens either between individuals or be-
tween classeeo y

innumerable are the variations in material
C@nfiiti@n%? iflnnmerable are the degrees oi moral
and intellectual develepmentgend not always -"we
wenid aimeet say very rarely, does the place ef
any indisidna1 in seeiety cerrespond with his
abilitiee and his aepiratieneovery often indivi_
dueie aeenetemedi to eenditiene of cemfort fall
en herd times and etnereg thrnngh erceptienally
farerabie eircnmeteneee sncceed in raising them»
seires ebeee the eenditiene into which they were

Q ..-“ 1 1 "0 -”1**""'a' - ' _ lq 2 large propertion ef the working class has
a ’[:_"___- ' '. ' '1' ,_-_-H_ 9. 0i tee? sucoeeeed either in emerging from a
Sfatt Q5 abj@@i Perertys or was never in such a
Sltfitti@n§fiO werker te speak ef,finds nimeelf in
a state l eemplete eecial nnawarenees of com_.. ~- - ¢L- i - -.. “"11 8 _ , |::n

Piste aeqnieseenee te the eenditiens impesed en
bin by tte beseeecnnd the sane inSiitEtiOns@em@h
ae have been predneed by bietery,centain erganie
eontradietiene and are like the germs er death?
wtien ~e 1‘ i  .* , K s »e a » 0“ 3 the? Qgvelfiee result in the diseelntien
Cf Q -5-; '~ __. i - - 5:‘. ,--- -;-_ HI’-. ~,.-- t,'.f_= A _:1 r-nti@ne and tee need fer transrormatien,

O ...§.u

_ §r@m tfiig the Pesaibilitr sf pregrese-- but
net tne peseibility et bringing ell men @@ the
neeeesary level tn wantaand te achieve? anarchy,
by méang Q5 Pr@P@g@fi5e@ Witheut a previeus grade
ual transfermetien ef the environment.
a1© -Pf@qf@§§ must advance contemperaneously and

ng parallel ,r1nes between men and their enl
Virflfimente We must take advantage, ef all fhg
meanss all the possibilities and the eppertunir
ties that the preeent envirenmentlaallews us te

,® ' I“ d Y ‘l _ _ 0Sai nngur gellfiw men and to develops their cen-
 *eelC@§ an their fiemanfiss we mnst use all ad-vane ”  t 1 e» ; kept,- ,e in human censciences to induce them t9

-‘I - .

clairvandi ts impose those major social trans-
formations =ehich are possible and which effec-
tively serve to open the may to fnrther advances

,'“-‘*""'~'~"'-‘?‘-‘-—"-"1--—-' '*"-p~.,,=»|||-ay_q--pl-r-..,--.----1,}.--,*,-.-,,,-..§,.»~. ...,__..__-,,,|,i'_--|--..,|,,;‘,_,.,__,_,,,,.,I - ' - I " "' '--‘F _1__ ___

1‘ .

later. p
we must not wait to achieve anarchy, in the

. meantime limiting ourselves to simple propaganda
V ‘Were we to do so we would soon exhaust our tield

of action: that is, we would phave converted all
those who in the existing environment are sus-
ceptible to understand and accept our ideas, and
our subsequent propaganda would fall on sterile
ground: or if environmental transformations

t brought out new popular groupings capable of re-
ceiving new ideas, this would happen without our
participation, and thus ‘would prejudice our
ideas. ‘ V a

‘we must seek to get all people,or different
sections of the people, to make demands, and im-
pose itself and take for itself all the improve-
ments and freedoms that it desires as and when
it sreaches the state of wanting them, and the
power to demand them; and in always propagating
all aspects of our program,and always struggling
for its complete realization, we must push the
people to want always more and to increase its
pressures,until it has achieved complete eman-
cipation.

111, mast s c 0 n 0 my: c s T R U G s L s
The oppression. which today impinges most

directly, on the workers and which is the main
cause off the moral and material frustrations
under which they labor, is economic oppression,
that is gthe exploitation to which bosses and
business men subject them, thaks to their mono-
poly of all the most important means of produc-
tion and distribution.
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_MIIITfieIévéfwfielmi§g Imajorififi¢fI§eQp1§‘havé.n@
cBntr@1* aver the  diréction~*br@thé &se~to%w%ich
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To destroy radioaliy this 0PFr°55i°nwith'
out any danger of it re—emerqifl9§811 Pe°P1e mufit
be convinced of their right to the means of pro-
auction, and be prepargfi to exercise this basic
yight_byi‘eKpI0priating the land owners, the in"
dugtrialists and financiersa and putting all
gogiéifealth at the disposal of the pe°g1s-

chant can this expropriation be put into Bf"
feet today? Can we today_ pass direct1y,'without
inteme31a‘te gteps, from the hell. in Wwhiech. the
»es£ke:§ now find ethemselves to the paradise“Ofr

common ppropertY?jV, 1' :_ , c ,1 ;“ *’*
‘I s Facts 'demonstrate what "the Jwofksffi? are.'~ , _‘ I -,; _

our task is the moral and mater1&1 PI9Para
tion of the people forthis essential expropris-e  
tionzand to attempt 1t aqain and 39a1n¢e?9rYt1m

3 revolutionary upheaval offersus the chance to
until the final_ triumph. But 1B~“hBt “FY can “e

I v - .. 1 ' ' ' - ’_ .- . .

'the conditions which make possible snot onlY fiheIfiageéisi fact of ekpropriation, butthfiutiliza;
tiOn"*tQI=evg;Ybodyls advantage  of t eIe¢°mm° ~ A

_'i,|__ * - . - 7 ‘

‘wealth? I ie ~ I , It  i I  I ‘ i

 But are  these improvements pcssible in a
capitalist regime? Are they useful from the
point of view of a future complete emancipaticn
of the workers?

i Whatever may be the practical results ct
the struggle for immediate gainsa the greatest
value lies in the struggle itself. For thereby
‘workers learn that the bosses interests are cps
posed to theirs and that they cannot  improve
their conditions, and much less eaancipatethen»
selves, except by uniting and  beconing stronger
than the hcsses, If they succeed in setting what
they demand, they will be better off; they will
earn more,"will'work fewer hcurs and will  have
more tine and energy to reflect on the things
that matter to them, and will immediately mate
greater demands and have greater needs, If they
do not succeed they will he led to study the
causes or their failure and recognize the need
for clcser unity and greater activity and they
‘will in the end understand that to make their
victory secure and definitive,it is necessary to
destrcy capitaliseo The revcluticnary causes the
cause cf the coral elevaticn and emancipation of

 it iWe'have already said that spoken and writ-  the wcrkers must benefit by the tact that the
tenpropagandaalone cannot winover to gur ide-
as the mass of the pe°P1@¥ APra¢t1¢a1 e “ca log
is needed, which must be alternate1Y Cass? an
effect in a gradual transformation of the invi-
ronment. Parallel with the workers develoPin9 3
sense of rebellion against  the injustices and
useless-sufferinqsof W5i¢h theY are the victims
and the desire to better their c0nditi0n§» fhBY
Imnsti be united land mutually dependent in the
struggle to achieve their demands.
 “77 And we as anarchists and workers, must in-

éffiéaand encourage Ighgn to» struggle, and join
theh*intheiristr§9qle. e  

I ' _ I ‘ I:
1.I|II-.-_ _.‘ Jr -1, - -

; ' ' ',_ .I _- 'r--_.- _- -I _. _ -' .I _ I _ _ . _

it _. II k

, r
I 1

"workers unite and struggle fer their interestss

But, cnce again? can the workers succeed in
Ireally iaprcving their ccnditions in the present
state of society? e  I i

This depends on the ccnfluence cf a great
number cf circumstancesg   I I

In spite cf hatsome say,there esists=pne-
natural law (law of wages) which deternines.whate
part of a workerls lahcr should go to hie; or if

_ -. _ = . " .'-:1

one wants ta formulate a_law,it cculd not he surf
theta wages cannot he normally less than what isi
needed to maintainI life, norcan they norcsliyé

_ n --.

_ - . ' A_ , _ -- ' -.'_|

.-I,- _ ' ' - 12   
,- .

-<4. 4

I -'
I



I
.1
.

4.._

1 .
1| "-'

T '.\
L

I

T‘

I

. eh]-

. _ap|_.|.. ' PF _-u

,....

¢ . .I ... , ;§-=4 . - .

rise suoh that no profit margin is left to the
boast i

It is clear that in the first case workers
would diea and therefore would stop drawing any
wages, and in the second the bosses would stop
employing iabor aad so would pay no more wages
But between these two impossible extremes- there
is an infinite seals of degrees ranging from the
miserable oooditioas of many land workers to the
almost respectable eonditions of skilled workers
in tbe large cities. t .

g Wagesghours and other oonditions of employ-
meat are the result of the struggle between
bosses aud workerso the former try to give the
workers as little as possible and get them to
work themselves to the bone: the latter try,or
should try to work as littlegand earn as much,as
possible,'Where workers accept any conditione,or
even being discontented, do not know how to put
up effeotive resietauoe to the bosses demandsg
they are soon reduoed to bestial oonditions of
lifén Where, instead; they have ideas as to how
human beings should iise aud know" how to fioin
foroesfiaud through refusal to work or the latent
and opea threat or rebellioafi to inthe bosses
respeotgia such cases,they are treated in~a rel»
atively decent wayfi Gee can therefore say that
witbin certain limitsathe wages he gets are what
the worker (not as an individual, of course, but
as a olassi demandsa .   l H

Through struggle, by resistance against the
bossesy tbereforeg workers can up to a certain
pointgprevent a worsening of their conditions as
well as obtaining real improvement,And the hiss
tory of the workers’ movement has already demons
strated this truth; i i i '  e

e One must not however exaggerate.the impor-
 tance of this struggle between workers and boss-
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| 1 5 IIes conducted exc1us1vely 1n the economic field
Bosses can give in, and often they do in face o£ 
forcefully expressed demands so long as the dee”
mands are not ltoo greet: but if workers wereto
make“ demands"(and lt is imperative that“ theyg

- ~

shouid)whioh would absorb all the bosses profits
and be in effect an indirect form of expropriei
ationait is certain that the bosses would appeal
to the government and would seek to use force to
oblige the workers to remain in their state of
-wage slaveryg e   

 .And even beforeglong before workers can ere
pest to receive the full product of their labor,
the economic struggle  becomes impotente as a
means of producing the  improvements in_living
standards“

 ‘Workers produce everything and without them
life would be impossibleytherefore it would seem
that by refusing to work they could demand whats

f ever they 'wanted, But the union of all workers,
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§‘ even 1n one particular trade, and in one country

is difficult  to achieve; and opposing the union
of workers are the bosses organizations.'Workers

erlive from day to day, and if they do not work
they soon find themselves without food: whereas
the bosses, because they have money, have access
to all the goods in stock and can therefore sit
back and wait until hunger reducestheir emp1oy~
ees to a more amenable frame of mind  The inven-
tion or the lntroductlon of new machlnery makes
‘workers redundant and adds to the large army of
unemployedg who are driven by hunger to  sel1
tbeir*iabor,atraay priregimmigratiou immediately
oreates Problems in coontries stare setter works
isq~oesortious~eriat,iiortbe»ouoroes,of» hangry
eorRers@+wiliyjuilly§~oiEer§the bosses an appear
tuaityrto~deoress>wagesaiifroaadiiaud.all,tbese
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facts,which necessarily derive from the capitals
ist system, conspire in counteracting and often
destroying; advances made in working class>cone
sciousness and solidarity. And in every case the
overriding fact remains that production under
capitalism is organized by each capitalist for
his personal profit and not,as would be natural,
to satisfy the needs of the workers in the best
possible way. Hence the chaos,the waste of human
effort, the organized scarcity of goods, useless
and harmful occupations, unemployment, abandoned
land, under-use of plant and so on, all evils
which cannot be avoided except my depriving the
capitalists of the means of production and, it
follows, the organisation of production. e

Soon then, those workers who want to free
themselves, or even only to effectively improve
their conditions, will be faced with the need to
defend themselves from the government, with the
need to attack the government, which by legalize
ing the right to property and protecting it with
brute force, constitutes a barrier to human pro-
gress, which must be beaten down with force if

1

_ +

l
I‘:

one does not wish to remain indefinitely unders l
present conditions or even worse.  

From the economic struggle one must pass to
the political struggle, that is to the struggle
iagainst government; and instead of opposing the
capitalist millions with the workers” few pens
nies scraped together with difficulty, one must
oppose the rifles and guns which defend property
with then more effective means that the people
will be able to find to defeat force with force,

3 15  16  
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,  BY the political vstraggle "We ,mean_ithe{
struggle against “government, Government is the¢
ensemble of all those indisidnals ,who“holdYthe;
reins to power, however agnired, to make the law 
and to impose it on the governed, that isthe.

I.\

pfiblioo "v -V n pi c v 1
Gosernment is the consegnence of the spirits

of  domination and violence with which some men;
have imposed themselves on others, and is at thel
same time the creators as well as the creator or‘
privilege and its natural defender, c

it is wrongly  said that today gosernmenti
performs the function of defender of capitalism

5 I

I.

bot that once capitalism is abolished it seals
become te representative and administrator or 
the general interest,ln the first place capitalef
ism will not be destroyed until the workers,hav-=¥o
ing rid themselves ofgovernment,take possession
of all social ealth and themselves organize~
production and consumption in the interests og
everybody without ‘waiting for the initiative ts
come from  government which, however 'willing to
comply, would be incapable of doing so, l _

But there is a farther questioneif capitals
ism were to he destroyed and a government were
to be left in office, the government,through the
concession of all kinds of prisileges,wonld cree
ate capitalism anew for, being unable _to please
everybody it wonld need an economically powerful
class to support  it in return for the legal and
material protection it would receive.   r

Consequently privilege cannot be abolished
and freedom and equality established firmly and
definitely ‘without abolishing government — not
this or that government but the very institution
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I  iAs in all questions of geaeral,interest,anfi
especially this oae,the consent sf the people as
a fihole is needed, and eharararegws mast ‘strain

| '-_ 4- .

every serve to persuade the people that govern-
ment is useless as well as harmfl, and that'we

' I .'- - -

can live better lives"without“goyernment.
But, as we “have repeated, more than once,

propaganda alone is impotent to convince every-
body - and if we*were to*want to limit ourselves
to preaching against governmeat,ad in the mean-
time waiting supinely for the day when the peb-
lic "will be convinced of the possibility and
value of radically destroying eyery kind of gov-
ernment, then that day would never come,ses It

 ‘While preaching against every ‘kind of gov-
ernment, and demanding complete freedom, we must
support all struggles for partial freedom, be-
cause we are convinced that one learns througl
struggle, and that oce one begins to enjoy a

' - 1»

little freedom one ends by wanting. it all,'W
must always be with the people, and when ‘we d

‘.1

not succeed in getting them to demand a lot w
must still seek to get them to want something?
and we mast make every effort to get them"t€“*'
understand that however much or little they may
demand should be obtained by their own efforts
and that they should despise and detest whoever
is part of, or aspires to, government,  

Since government today ihas the power,
through the legal system, to regulate daily life
and to broaden or restrict the liberty of the
citizen, and because we are still unable to tea:
this power from its grasp;we must seek to reduce
its power and oblige governments to use it in
the least harmful -ways possible. But this we
must do always remaining outside, and against,
government , putting pressure on it through

 17
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agitation in the streets , by threatening to take by force
what we dernand, Never must we accept any kind of
legislative position, be it national or local, for in
doing so we will neutralize the e£fe<:;tive;ness of our
activity as well as "bet.eaying the iuture of our cause,

The s1;:1-o,gg1e against goverlnnaent in the last
analysis, is physical, materia1.,

Goye1*nm.ents make the law, They must: there -~
fore dispose oi the material forces (police and armly}
to impose the law, for otherwise only those who wanted
to would obey it, and it would no longer be the law,
buta simple series of suggestions which all woilld be
free to accept or reject, Gcwernnaents have this pow»
er, however, anduse it through. the law, to strengthen
their power, as well as to serve the interests of the
ruling classes, by oppressing and exploiting the
workers.

The only 1i1n"i.'I; to the oppression of governrnent
is the power with which the people show thezmselves
capable of opposing it,  Conflict rnay be open or la.»
tent; but it always exists since the government does not
pay attention to discontent and popular re sistance except
whenii: is faced. with the danger oi inso.rrection,

When the pecople meekly submit: to the law, or
their protests are feeble and confined to words, the
government studies its own intteresrs and ignores the
needs of the people; when the protests are lively,
"insistent, threa.iteni.ng, the governm.en.t, dppending on
whether it is znore or less ondler standing, gives way
or resorts to repression, But one always comes back
to insurrection, for if the glovernment does not give
way, the people will end by rebellrying; and if the go»
vernment does give way, then the people gain confi =»
dence in themselwies and rnake ever increasing dew
mands , until su<:;;ht:ime as the incornpatibilitey between.
freedom and authority becomes clear and the violent
struggle is engaged, '
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