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Non-Payment-What happens

The bills have gone
out in the majority of
areas. Anti-poll tax
unions should now be

preparing to frustrate the

attempts by the local

authorities to collect Poll
Tax payments. Below is a
few suggestions from the

All Britain Anti-Poll Tax
Federation for anti-poll
tax unions to take up to

strengthen the campaign.

This will be the first of
many bulletins in taking

There are 1.5 million non-payers in Scotland!

up the different stages of
the campaign. This
should be viewed as a
preliminary document
which will be
supplemented at a later
stage with details on
attachment of earnings,
bailiffs etc.

The Bill

Your bill is divided
into 10 monthly
instalments to pay the full
years Poll Tax minus any
rebate entitlement if a
rebate has been claimed.

APTU Response

Many areas have held
bill burnings as a focal
point to the campaign to
encourage people to join
non-payment. These have
been very successful. In
Bristol 5 000 turned up to
one burning! It is also an
idea to leaflet outside the
Poll tax office'; in Hackney
it was reported that
queues of up to 300 were

forming, many of these
people were old age
pensioners who had
queries about the Poll Tax
and had no contact with
the anti-poll tax campaign.
Anti-poll tax unions
should ensure that they
increase their public
profile through Public
meetings, demonstrations
etc so that when people
receive their bills they are
aware of the local
campaign. Anti-poll tax
groups should find out
where the bailiffs offices
are that have been
contracted by the council
to carry out ‘distress
orders’. Lobbies should be
organised of these offices

as a focal point to the
campaign. The same

should be done to the local

council office if it hasn’t
been done already.

It is up to the local
authority whether they
take steps to try and
recover money from

people who do not pay the

Poll Tax. However, the
Government will apply
pressure to the local
authorities to ensure that

they are pursuing non-
payers and penalise those
that don’t. It is therefore
important that the anti-
poll tax unions keep up
the pressure on the local
authorities not to
prosecute non-payers
using methods such as
lobbies of councillors
surgeries and council
meetings etc.

At the moment the
councils are faced with
administrative chaos
unable to cope with the
changes such as
transitional relief etc.
Southampton have not yet
processed 40 000 rebates,

and there is a stream
of reports about
computer failures. In
Scotland four months
after the first Poll tax
bills were due some
300 000 had still to
receive payment
books.

Most of all it is
theoneand a
halfmillion Scots who
have refused to pay
the poll tax have
provided the the
biggest obstacle yet
to the successful
introduction of the
tax. It is very
unlikely that the
majority of councils
will issue reminders
and penalties within

- a month of the of the

first bills. However
anti-poll tax unions
must prepare now
for this period for
example court
summonses have
already been sent out
in the Isle of Wight,
with the courts being
booked from June 1
to take people to
court.

Reminder
Notices

If the council
intends to pursue the"
matter, they are
obliged by law
(section 28 of
Statutory Instrument
No 438 1989) to send
you a reminder letter.
This can be sent at
any time after
payment is due, they
may send you other
reminder letters, but
by law they must
send you at least one

now?

reminder.

If the letter does
not specifically state
that it is a final
reminder and the full
amount is due in 7
days time, then it
could be open to a
legal challenge.

Once you receive
the reminder you
have 7 days from the
date the notice was
served to pay. If you
do not pay then you
lose your right to pay
by instalments. A
further reminder
should be sent stating
that if the payment
isn’t paid within 7
days then the council
will refer to the court
to obtain a liability
order.

APTU Response

In Scotland
reminder letters were
used as a frightener.
Approach a
sympathetic
councillor and try
and get a copy of the
reminder letters
before they are sent
out. The anti-poll tax
unions should
prepare a leaflet
responding to the
letters. In Coventry
60 000 reminder
letters have been sent
out, Coventry
Federation have
responded by
producing 1000’s of
leaflets to cut across
fears that may be
raised by the
reminders. Again
public meetings
should be held to
encourage people to
stand firm on non-

payment.

Liability Order

At any time after you
have missed instalments
and a full years Poll tax
has become due the
council can issues you
with a summons to appear
before a magistrates court.
The council will seek to
obtain a Liability Order
from the court which will
give them legal powers to
obtain information from
you which will lead to
recovery of payment. The
information they will
demand from you is
information about your
income, place of work,
where you get any other
income from and possibly
where you keep most of
your possessions. Failure
to respond to such
demands for information
is a criminal offence
punishable by a fine of
£100 (£400 for giving false
information).

There will be many
who will defy this and we
must defend them in this
stand.

APTU Response

You do not have to
appear in court, however
the more people who
attend the more the system
will be clogged up. When
the summonses are sent
out, APTUs should have
material ready, calling on
people to appear in court.
The Poll Tax Legal Group
have stated that if 1 in 37
people appear, the courts
will be unable to cope.

The Chief Executive of
Hackney Council, Jerry
White , said that Hackney
Council will need at least
366 court days a year to
deal with non-payers - the
court could only offer him
12 days! With heightened
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activity by the anti-poll tax
unions around this period
the Poll tax could collapse
at this stage.

Whether or not you
go to court you will be
charged court costs. These
are usually a fixed amount
( these are usually an
amount around £50). This
amount will be added to
your Poll tax bill.

Under the rates, the
council was able to
proceed on the basis of
hundreds of orders going
through on the nod. If in
your town you can get
5,000 people to contest
their actions for only 20
minutes that’s nearly 1667
hours, or 278 days of a
courts time! Excluding
weekends there are only
261 days in a year! The
system would collapse if
that was the case.

One problem is to find
out when cases are coming
up. It is possible that some
councils, like with rates,
would take action and the
person having the action
taken against them,
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doesn’t find out, or more
likely not realise. Itis
important that the APTUs
approach councils now to
find out what the
proceedure should be.
Anti-poll tax unions
must increase pressure on
councillors not to apply to
courts for liability orders.
Individuals cllrs should be
lobbied. Sympathetic
councillors should be
approached and asked to
move resolutions at full
council meetings calling
on the council to refuse to
refer to the courts to
recover poll tax payments.
Anti-poll tax unions
should try and get copies
of the court summonses
prior to them being sent
out so mass leafletting can
be conducted preparing
people and answering
worries that will be raised.
By now telephone trees
should be well established
and well publicised in the
local areas . The court
summonses will frighten
people - make sure the
campaign reaches those
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“Hackney
Council
will need at
least 366
court days
a year to
deal with
all the non-
payers -
they were
only
offered 12!”










