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The best Science Fiction seems, in the main,to have been the work of
vaguely liberal or lefi-wing writers for years, Fecple like Wells, Forster,
Bradbury, Ballard, Vonnegut etc, have all, in their very different ways,
been critical of existing trends in soclety and have used their fictiom to
warn of future dangers. In recent yeasrs the experiments of some writers
have found them an zlmost entirely new sudience in the Underground -
witness the cult built arournd 'jlew Wor ¢g' megazine and the acclaim of
J.G.Ballard, Kurt Vomnegut and Nichael Noorcock - scclaim which was joine
ed even by the 'Quaprdien' and 'Qbserver'.

A% the same time, end still probably making up the bulk of all publishe
weterial, is the stsndard old-fashiomed adventure Yarn using the same
basic plots as Weeterns or crime stories but with the setting shifted to
other worlds. If this kind of story is political in any sense it is usually
basically conservative. But the politice of the thing doesn't really
matter - it’s the action that counts.

In a way it's strenge that the Establishment hasn't coltiened onto the
ldea of using Sciemce Fiction ae a vehicle for propagande before now. In
limitless space is the perfect symbol for the still mysterious continenis
“of Asia and South Americs, peopled by beings so like and yet so different
$o ourselves. The ides of inter-gallactic exploration and warfare has
been the basis of countless adventure storise but, so far as I know, the
T.V. series 'Star Trek' is the first attempt to exploit and apply fully
to current events the allegorical possibilities of the space exploration
adventure,

Despite crftic&l darnation the series has proved very popular. So far
as acting or imagination in stories 1s concernsd it cen't peally stand up
to home products such as 'Qut of the Unknown' or evem 'Lr,ho!' for that
matter. Yet it doee have & kind of charm - the same kind of charm as
some comic books with their wooden, instently recognizable charscters and

repetitive plots. Although it lecks the imaginetive power end visual
appeal of the best American comics, I thirk this is the standard by which
to judge it. The failure of Government publicists to jump on the S-F star
wzgon before ls even more surprizing when you consgider that U.S. fantagy
comics have been propagandea organs for yearge. Look at the 'Blackhawk',
Ceptain America’ and 'Iron lan' of the fifties where the Enemy is quite
explicitly Communism. Even dear old Clark Kent 4id his bit by edvertising
UsSeBonds, ( In Eritish adventure comies, of course, then enemy remains
elther Nazism or Japan. There is a distinct historicsl haze about them.)

Prom the start *Star Trek' hed a high propaganda potentisl. The mission
of the S.5.Enterprise is to explore space investigating the cultural
patterns of other worlde without interfering in {those cultursl patierns.
'To boldly go where no msn has been hefore', In terms of plet H.G.Wells
and Iseac Asimov were at these places years ago., The intentions of the
mission sre very noble, but we must expect that, ss in Cembodia, Vietnam,
Turkey, Britein,W.Germany,E.Germany,Czekoslovakia ete., the dominant
pover mensgee to interpret ‘interference' very narrowly.

In the 'Star Trek' future there is peace on esrth and many of the
planets are bound together in a Gellsctic Federation (important word
that). The ship is menned in current liveral fradition by representatives
of most races. Captain Kirk is, of course, Americen as is the doctor,
but a Russian (Chekhov), a Japanese and a Black American have prominant
roles. There is & Scotsman but no Englishmen, hile plece being taken by
the cult figure of the series Kr.Spock frow the plsnet Vulcan, coldly
unemotionnl, a walking computer but with lovable pointed ears. DeGaulle's
now encient rebuff to N.A.T.C., seems still to cause pain since there is
no Frenchmen - not even a comic one with = gtring of dehydrated onion



cepsules round his neck. The representatives of the Third World are all
politely subservient to the captain ard the Russien keeps up friendly
boasting banter with the Americans - who represent good old human courage,
depcndability and frailty. All very United Nations.,

But then there ere the Klingons. They have a rivel Zmpire (not Federst-
ion note) which they rule by force and expleitation., Ygychologically they
are a very simple people, never enjoying themselves so much as when they
are fighting and often going out of their way to pick a quarrel with our
heroes who do¢ their best to keep calm, but....well, & man can only take
&0 much., Over the past months plots have centred more frequently on the

rivalry between the Federation and the Klingons ss both attempt to extend

their spheres of influence., Kirk and his men are hampered by the fact that
officially they are only cultursl observers and are sworn to respect the
senctity of all life, The Klingons are bound by no such high morality.
Despite these obetacles Kirk usually menages to show his rivals up for
the jack-booted monsters they are and %o have them kicked off the planet
they hoped to sbsorb. This leaves the way clear for the Federation 1o
establish friendly relations, trade agreements or, 2z in a recent gpisecde,
gain imporiant minersl rights. And so0 advisers cen move in Yo help with
such things as agriculture and disease control and the familiar cycle of
philanthropic celonialism gets underwey. The Callactic Third World is
waiting to be conquered and our enterprising chums wouldn't dream of using
force (o do it (unless driven to extremes) - unlike $he nasties on the
other side. 'Take my medicine, yellow friend, take my schools and my
religion. I'11 take your rubber and your cheap labour ané eventually I'11
probably teke your life. After all, once I'm here you'll have to learn to
defend yourself against my enemy. You are my battle~ground'.

The poiut is thet the Klingons are nasties, they are jack-booted
monsters. But so are friend Kirk {the Church ¥ilitant?) and his comrades,
ell the more sc for being subtle in their dealings with the Innocents,
Subtle they may be but the same cannot be said for the propagende content.
The American Way of Life and its virtues has urnderlain much of our T,V.
entertainment for years, of course, throu h comedy shows like tliose of
Dorie Day and Fred Lacliurray. In its new liberal, slightly self=-critical
guise it was the basis of the (ir this country) short-lived'Juliat.It
rose unmistakebly to the suriace in the small town philosophy of 'Wagon
Irain' and 'lancer! Put now it exhibite its full politicael finexry in
'Star Trek'and like =zll propeganda without subtlety it becoues lezu _hable.
Eirk was recently faced with a dilemms. A friendly pacific planet was in
canger of invasion, 'If we don't give them arms the Klingons will,' he
argueds 'As in the bush wsrs of S.E.Asia in the twentieth cextury it is
necessary for us to intervene to protect these irnocent peéople', He didn't
add, 'And to prevent encroschments on cur spnere of interest.' Ard he cere
tainly didn't see any aslternstive lires of action,

Once Iirk ceme across & planet organized after the pattern of the
Chicago gsnglend of the twentiecs ~ numerous bosses fighting to maintain
their territories. Of course, our heroes did not see how tiis situestion
mirrored their own. Kirk's pansces for ihe plenet - a strong central
goverrment sppointed by the militarily superior Federstion. Vas itwenties
gangsterism American capitalism showing its true face for a change? Hot

here., The whole thing beceme 2 tirade against the decentralized organization

of society. Nake it efficient, make it powerful, meske it big, make 1t
controlled by us, il

Final example: A planet inhabited by Nongol-like city dwellers with

primitive weapons{Comms) under sttack by Yangs, blond barbarisns who live "

in the hills. Surprise, surprise when the magic word of the apperently mind=
less Yangs turns ocut to be 'Freedom! and their banner turns out to be 01d
Glory herself, her Stars and Stripes somewhat tattered. The kagic Book,
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~the little pot boiler.



5

It doesn't come ag much of & surprise to see that the Tories are going
to intervene in labour troubles. The proposed legisletion means yet more
invasion of the few liberties we have, snd with this the State hopes to
strengthen itself, The Tories have alweys said how much they have been
against State intervention but this does pot stand up to much cloge exemine
ation as the laws they intend to passe will mean the jailing of militents
and are something approaching the anti-union laws gaS§ed by Hussolini.

However, these lews sre not as they appesr et [irst to be, straight-
forward attacks on the uniong., It is true to say that the unions were
once & weapon of the workers agsinst the bosses but this is no longer true.
The trade union bureaucracy is as much part and parcel of the whole roiten
set-up &8 the civil servant, The Dsteblishment has gobbled up the unians
in the same wag as it has gobbled up the Labour Party.

The laws are meant, in fact, to strengthen {the power of the union
leaders and thus restrict the infl&en%g end power of the militant renk and
file., Because of the crganization of modern industry unofficial wild cat
strikes are incredibly disruptive, but the union executives have felt un~
easy aboui disciplining the militants. Now it may be possible,if these laws
are passed,

Under the Bill, bosses will be able %o ask new local tribunals to .
award demegses ageinet unofficial sirike leagel 'ﬁﬁ‘iﬁduCEﬂ@?;&ttéﬁ?%YL
to induce' workers to brssk their contracts of mplsymeﬂt. The Bill-zoes
farther than 'In Place of Strife’'in that it victimises individuals rather
than ell concerned. The shop steward or the men regarded as ring-lesder
will be victimised end will be isolated from the workers.

The setting up of these local tribunals and of the new Kational Induste
rial.Relations Court exposes another conirediction in the Tory make-up. '
They are only too willing to atiack buresucrasy in other spheres but are
quite prepared to institute it on this issue. The local iribunals will
consist of people from msnagement and the irads unions, with 2 lawyer as
chairman., The Natiomal Court will bave & president as well as a legal man
ia the chair. r m

Another powerful weapon handed out im the Tory plan 4s the new posi
of Registrar of Unions and Hmployers' Asscciations., This involves the
scrutiny of rule books and & lock into the constitutional procedures. Any
union refusing to accept intervembtion would remain unregistered and there-
fore loss the present proteciion agaiaat action for demages for inducing
workers to breek thelr contrects of employment. They would facs litigation
every itime they were involved in indusirial actien.

The plan algo proposes that procedure agreements should be made legally
-binding if the Commission on Industrial Relations recommend it and those
industries which do not have existing agreementis could find one foisted on
them by the CIR. A further clause states that when strikes lead 1o a.
‘national emergency' then a 'cooling-off pexriod? of 60 days cen be applied -
during which time & strike ballet could Be imposed. If a union or group v
of workers ignored these orders they could fece legal action,

The Tories have come ocut against the confroversisl ‘closed shop' which
will be illegal, but an‘sgency shep' will he ellowed as long as it is voted
on by the men concerned. An ‘agency shop' would mwsan thet non-unionists
could start vork as long as they agrsed ic join the union efter a certain
period, or pay a contribution for geriain services insitead of a proper
subscription. This would provide bosses with a ready-made sirike-bresking
element within their factories,
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Vale of Tears.

Hats off this month, folks, to a gallant lady - crusading granny Councillor
Krs.Catherine Vale, chubby champion of the dull and decrepit. Cr.lrs.Vale
(Kitty to her friends) is well known locally for teing unafraid to voice

her opinions on subjects of real concern to ordinsry respectable psople -

gven when she knows nzxt to nothing about the =subject.

Back in 1965 she spearheaded a dynamic campeign to curb the late-night

opening hours of coffee~bars, her supporlﬁrs argued, 'After 211, anyone who

wants to drink coffee after midright must be a deviant - or a young person,
which is muchthe same. A1l recpectable people are at home ir bad by twelve.!
Kitty's success here was z real blow ageinst the encroaching moral laxity
associated with Prighton's notoricus so-called 'Continendal Visitors' who

‘flood our streets each summer.
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Politiciens, We Need You Because:-

1) We believe you are the dynemic; forcefulileaders that can bring us
sconomic prosperity again.

2) We know you will preserve all that is good in British society, such as -
: » 2) Public Scheols
b) Class Consciousness
¢) Snobbery
,d) Raocisl discrimination.

3) #%e know that 7.V, radic and the Press, since they are your lapdogs, will
shield us from pornography, atheism and exireme political views because they
know what is righta

4) We meskly accept that you will epend millions of pounds on useless atomic
bombs, germewariars, aipéraft that will never fly, to protect us agsinst -
. a) Anarchism i
b} Communism
o) Pascism
- instead of spending money on heusing, sducation and welfare.

5) We know that you mus?t defend -
&) The Church
b) The Honarchy
¢} Us
because they are part of our tradition and way of life.

6) We kpow that you will stop people exploiting animale for profit, but will
not stop people exploiting ~
: &) Children
b} Forsigners
¢) The Working Class.

1) We velieve that you stané for peece and proeperity and ve accept the use
of police end armed forces 10 achieve these aims.

8) Ve give you full licenmce %o curb the powers of the Trade Unions in order
to stop the workers inconveniencing us any further with their petty strikes
and constant demands for higher wages.

9) We ere frightened by he long-haired hocligans in the strests who throw
stones and bottles without regard for public and private properiy.

10) We hope you will teke grants awsy from millitant students who waste the
tax-payers hard-sarned money by attending demensirations and rioting instead
of going to lectures.

11) We are afraid of the threat of ansrchiem since 1t will take away our
money and place us on 2 par with the Joneses who are below our agcial status.

12) We know that what America and Uncle Sam do today, Pritein and John Bull
pust do tomorrow.

13) WE NEED POLITICIAKS {IKE WE NEED A PAIN IN THE ARSE.



Review

Y ANARCHISY' Daniel Guérin. Introduction by Noam Chomsky.v11/166 54/~
: " = lionthly Review Press.
In spite of bourgeocis intellsctuals such as Joll and Woodoock, Anarychism
ig more then either the failure of the Spanish Revelution or the individual-
-istic revolt of nineteenth century fallen aristocrats. Ggérin% book is an
effective{but very expensive) survey of Anarchist theory amd practice from the
early nineteenth century to the present day. But it is cnly & survey. While
avoiding the trsp of hsro-worship ( the gentle Kropotkin, the wild Bakunin,
the great-hearted Halatgste etc.) and concerning himself with: the presentation
of Anarchism as = developing theory end prectice of social revolution, Guerin
ig far too concise : the AnarchisicImtebnationsl Confsrence of 1907 is
described in a few pages, so that the crucial debates between Honnatie and
Malatesta on the role of Trade Unions in revolutionary struggle are poorly
presenied that the inguirer into Anarchism muet remain baffled, On the other
hand, a great many theorisis and practitioners of revolution generaslly
ignored by bourgeois historians of Anarchism are repregented. The book is well
worth resding in spite of iis sketchiness, but hardly worth buying- its sise
and price are dirsct incitemenis to steal. It is by far the best of the range
aof ugﬁatisfyiﬁg historical aur?sys.ﬁf Anarchism. ) :
The bibliography is useful end Noem Chomsky's introduction is enthuglast-
-ic., Cuerin's rambliing conclusions concerning spurios modes of workers
control in Algeria, Yugoslevia and Cubs are {rrelevent snd svasive. Anarchism
has its roots in the socisl aspirations of the masses and today is increas-
~ingly becomming the praciice of revolubtionary groupings throughout the
world. Ag the whores of Capitalist society (politicel Party } demonstrates
that their main guarrel with the stete is that they themselves are not in
control, the people must lock %o themselves o find s means of overcoming
the:boredom and poveriy of bourgeols life. ;

#® : 4 & - ;
*BIRTH OF OUR IOWER' - Viector Serge. 245 pages. 7/= Penguin,

Victor Serge has never been & very popular figure with me. He pute on an
aggrieved air at the way the Revolution is going {(the destruction of the
Kronstadt Commune and of the Makhno movement) but did not £fall seriously
out of favour with the Party until=1928, by which iime meny honest Bolsgheviks
had seen what Lenin was doing and had made & stand ggainst the betrayal of
the Revolution, Weny of these were execuled or imprigoned.

However, this does not stop Serge being & good writer, emd 'Birth of Cur
Power', & novel, is a good book. T4 is in meny ways hardly a novel, nearly
all the events having been actually experienced by the suthor, It opens in
Barcelona, under the shadow of the dread Hontiuick prison where itwenty ysars
before meny Anarchists haed been impriscped =and jortured. The title of the
book relates to the awskening of the workers strength, synonymous with the
growth of the Anarchist movement in Spain. The narrator progresses from
Spein vie France, where he is imprisconed: with many other Revolutionaries,
to St.Petersburg racked by the pains of the Russien Revolution. As an account
of this pericd of ferment, and especially of emergent Spanish Anarchism,
this book is exzcellent, . o

& i3

%% DEVONSTRATION AGAINST NATC AND THE WARSAW PACT.
- - SATURDAY 28th HOVFEEBER 1970 :

J issemble 1pm opposite Czechoslovek Embassy.
I (Notting Hill Cete, opposite Kensington Palsce Gardens
c Notting Hill Gate Tube)

farch at 1.15pm via Greek Dmbassy %o Trefalger Square.
iTrefalger Square - Rally ané Drametlc Presentaticn =

' ' 3=5pms




Emma Goldman
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Every Tuesday,twelve till two-
Unlversity of Sussex,outside the J.C.R. » {(near snackbar ), %
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Bvery Day at Two Ship Street.

Congratui ations,

To Tim Lear v for e

To Frenk Muag? for
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