
iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiifiiifiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiifiiiiiiiii?iiiiifiiifiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiittiiitiiititiiii

fififii##i!###?1$l¥$*¥¥1¥¥W¥§¥

.f7.P|UntiI all a?reie weareall _ i H

W#i&¥#$¥$¥W¥§¥l##I¥¥¥1I1
PAMPHLETS

IA DAY I\/IOURNFUL AND OVERCAST-A moving
imd personal attack on prisons and hierarchies by a
fnember ofthe Iron Column - the anarchist, ex-
‘£'Jrisoners militia in the Spanish revolution!civil war.
1275]) _

’£ALTERNATIVES- An Anarchist View of Prisons,
gflrime & Violence -M. Lee- Study of the class nature
{of imprisonment in the U.S. and suggests some
5-ihematives to caging/problem resolving, where
{working class communities make the decisions about
Eiow to deal with antisocial elements.75p
av
*
:BRIEF HISTORY OF THE NEW AFRICAN
§PR1soN srnucots - Sundial Atoll - Written by an
**3x- Black Panther who is one ofthe longest serving
Zziolitical prisoners in the world. This is the inspiring
£'.llSl0I'_Y ofthe unfinished struggle for black liberation in
{he U.S. It's also a benefit for Sundial's Freedom
§Campaign. £1.30
1:1
I-CHAINS or HATE- The
EPrison Poetry of Sammy Ralston
11- Rhymes of resistance from the
iiead end of Scotland's penal
:3)/Slfilll, from a framed prisoner ,
{who fought the prison system all '
1:;he way. 75p =
t
i
IIDRAFT PROPOSAL FOR AN
sync NETW-ORK - Lorenzo E
flwmiboa Ewm ' P: -A ii
:Black anarchist & former ;
Eoolitical prisoner's basic outline
Eat‘the tactics, purpose and aims ofthe ABC. l1S€fl.ll for
fmyone serious about building an eflective prisoner
zsupport movement. 50p
1-
FIGHTING To WIN - Boris Dumont - The exciting
istory of a Belgian anarchist (ex) prisoner, his youth,
gradual politicisation, how he ended up doing 10 years
Em prison and how he tried to escape. 75p
1
EFREEDOM OF THE PRESS IN BLACK AND
EWHITE -The story (in comic-book style) of radical
:iournalis1 and ex-Black Panther Mumia Abu-Jamal,
{who was framed by the cops and has consequently spent
{he last 15 years awaiting execution on death-row. 50p
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{INSIDE FOR US_.- 90 min. punk compilation tape.31 bands, Class War Prisoners
Ieenefir. £2
* , . . . . . y_ _ - . .» -,., _- A _- _ .{NOTHING TO LOSE BUT OUR CHAINS- 90 I'I11I'l. tape. diverse mixture of ;,1_()iy‘,p*/p), _jiflf ..2!}?'m.
Imusic, ABC benefit..£2
§TAKING LIBERTIES -7" E.P.6 tracks ofpolitical punk with lyric & information
{booklet ABC benefit..£2
§lN THE SPIRIT OF TOTAL RESISTANCE Compilation co produced by ABC All R P
{tin Australia. Comes with a booklet and poster. Benefit for American Indian Movement -I ._ A I. . '| _ _ —— _ t _
*Political Prisoner Leonard Peltier. £7
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mm ALL nu: FREE y  
 REMEMBER WE'RE STILL HERE. 2 colour ABC‘

_ poster-75p
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MUMIA ABU-JAMAL BENEFIT POSTCARD -
Colour reproduction of a painting by U.S. Ami-

P ~ P ; Aulhoritarian political prisoner Larry Giddings.
(produced by New York ABC).35p
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FLORENCE - Documents the spread of ‘Control
Units‘ in the U.S. aimed at isolatingicontrolling political
prisoners and prisoner activists. As relevant to Britain
as to the U.S. £1.30

conceming the recent tiame-up of certain Italian
anarchists.50p

UNTIL ALL ARE FREE - The Trial Statement nl
Ray Luc Levasseur - Written from the experience nl' a
working class revolutionary sentenced to 45 years liar
conspiring to overthrow the U.S. govermnenl.75p

HUMAN RIGHTS... OR CONTROL UNITS -
Maroon Russell Shoats- 50p- Discusses the effects of
control units and why it's so important to fight against
their existence. Written by a U.S. political prisoner
currently inside one. 75p
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VVHY ANTI-AUTHORITARIAN ? - Larry (Bidding
- An interesting account ofthe activities and political
development of an anti-authoritarian. political prisonc

IN MEMORY OF COMRADE GEORGE- Sekou in the U.S.'75p
Kambui- A clenched fist salute to George Jackson
(Black Panther prison organiser) from a political
prisoner who remains true to the cause despite
spending the last 22 years in prison. A benefit for
Sekou's support campaign.7Sp
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IN THE STRONG BOX - Robert Mawdsley - ‘
account oflife in Parkhurst piison's isolation.
"strongbox cells". 75p
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.-r-""-1PISSING IN THE SAME POT - Robert Taylor - The
story of Robert Taylor, framed-up by Manchester cops L
and sentenced to 12 years for a crime he didn't commit.
75p _ _ p .

  are on - size £
PRE SENTENCE ALLOCUTION - Bill Dunne - c
Captured with Larry Giddings and sentenced to 90 I
years after the attempted liberation of a prisoner, this is
what Bill had to say to the court.75p
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PRISON ABOLITION - Yves Borque — A Canadian
prisoner's views and experience of crime and
imprisonnient. 75p

THE NEW PLANTATION— Bill Dunne - Anti- "
authoritarian political prisoner discusses alarming "
trends in U.S. prison policy and the nature of prison
labour. Benefit for U.S. political prisoners.*’POW's.75p I A 3 If it
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THEY WILL NEVER GET US ALL! - Harold H. . A P »- A - Aas -A -»
Thompson -An illustrated collection of the prison 0,,
writings & poetry from a U.S. anarchist prisoner and
jailhouse lawyer. Also a benefit for Harold‘s support
campaign. £1.80
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25 YEARS ON TIIE MOVE- The beliefs and history 5;
ofthe U.S. MOVE organisation, and it's fight against
the system in America. £3.30
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UNCONTROLABLES DOSSIER —- Articles

R a P  FORMATION
postage to the U.K. For Europe add Iii???‘
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GANDALF 6
Editors of Green Anarchist were sent down for three years for conspiracy i.e. re-
porting in a positive light acts of resistance. Whatever we think of GA (and we do
have more than a slight problem, with the paper and organisation ) we are anti-
censorship, and believe in fighting laws that prevent publication and distribution
of political material. Three are on bail pending appeal. The remaining two are go-

Xx ing to trial as we speak. More info contact:
GANDALF Defendants Campaign, PO Box 66 Stevenage, SGI ZTR.
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nrnrv PROTEST
AT WHITEMOOR.
As we go to print we have re-
ceived information that at least
three prisoners in the block are
on dirty protest due to a variety
of repressive acts from the
screws...legal mail being tam-
pered with, racism, etc...One of
the men is Tony Bush a veteran
from Strangeways.All strength
to their actions. We welcome
any news on developments
there.
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On Sunday 29th of March, the 'Great' British Public were in a state of shock, as Coronation Street's Deirdre Rachid was
sentenced to 18 months imprisonment for mortgage and credit card fraud. Tears were wept in households around the
country and Granada Studios switchboards were swamped as the shocked soap character was led off to her fate. As usual the
media hyped up the public hysteria, and ‘free Deirdre’ T shirts were hastily made by those wishing to get in on the act.

Morning TV took up the case. as did Labour MP Fraser Kemp, vowing to launch a ‘free the Weatherfield 1 campaign‘. To
top it all ‘our glorious leader and man of the people’ Tony Blair had to have his say. but doesn't he always?. Maybe this was

tongue in cheek, but what a cheek they've got considering the number of real Deirdre's

' I-.=-1'.‘ 'iP-‘ii I. In"; ‘i’. -' :-iP_. I -

languishing in the prison system, fitted up for crimes they did not commit.

As Coronation street fans ourselves, we can appreciate good drama when we see it. Moved by
the portrayal of a crushed woman going slowly mad, feeling powerless, helpless, voiceless as
she experiences the inhumanity of the prison system firsthand. Finally to add insult to injury,
she is barbarically subjected to the chemical cosh because she does not quietly accept her fate.
The reason we feel moved by this is because we know that hundreds of women and men in the
prison system today suffer similar kinds of agony every day, but unlike Deirdre, a fictional
character, nobody knows their plight apart from those friends and family who also go through
this living hell. This is our tribute to all the brave women imprisonedfor crimes they did not
commit, who constantlyfightfor their voices to be heard, to proclaim their innocence and gain

their freedom. Here are some ofthe real Deirdres. Lets take real action and support them however we can.
:'lFiili5i'l1ll  '

Clare Barstow - Jailed for caring.
In 1992 Clare received a life sen-
tencc. convicted of the murder of
Cathy O'Neill for whom she was a
carcr.There was no forensic evi-
dence to link her to the crime. It
was pinned on her largely due to
circumstantial evidence and her post
traumatic stress response to finding
Cathy stabbed to death by an in-
truder.
CLARE BARSTOW. INNOCENT.
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Annette Hewins - Serving 13 years
in a British prison because she was
kind enough to give her niece a late

_ II

E
I-3 night. lift to the garage. A mother of
i four young children convicted in

1997 of arson with intent to endanger
life following a house fire in which a
mother and her two young children
died. This crime is likely to be drugs
related and is nothing to do with
Annette who even went to the police
station to offer information.
ANNETTE HEWINS, INNOCENT.
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Denise Sullivan- Jailed for four years in 1997 be-

Donna Clarke. Denise was convicted of pervening
the course of ‘justice’, otherwise known as ‘trying to

H 1
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Donna Clarke - Convicted
alongside Annette Hewins and
sentenced to 20 years . Her only
crime was that she had an affair
with the victims boyfriend prior
to the fire. The main prosecu-
tion witness was a 17 year old
girl, who during the trial became
increasingly confused about the
facts and had clearly been pres-
surised by the police to change
her previous statements.

DONNA CLARKE,
INNOCENT.
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Sue May - Jailed for convenience.
In 1993 Sue was convicted of the murder
of her elderly aunt Hilda Marchbank.
Despite other suspects being available
and unidentified palm prints,finge1prints
foot prints,fibres etc Sue was an easy
option for the police who fabricated con-
versations and pinned the,crime on Sue
on the basis of one handprint of unknown
age.She is now serving a life sentence.

SUE MAY. INNOCENT
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Samar Alami - A political activist, framed by the British and Israeli
.=. cause she changed her statement in relation to * States and convicted of possession of explosive substances and

firearms. She was sentenced to 20 years in 1995. She has always spo-
ken out against attacks in Britain and viewed them as dangerous as

5; stop the police from fitting someone up’. well as damaging to the cause of Palestinian liberation. Despite this
DENISE SULLIVAN, INNOCENT. she was fingered for two car bombs aimed at Jewish targets in 1994.

SAMAR ALAMI, INNOCENT.
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involved over 100 prison in
diflerent prisons. A core of 24 sup-
porters on the outside, from 15 cam-
paigns, were also on hunger strike.
Numbers of protesters were up to
40, on the first day, whilst picketing
the CCRC (criminal Cases Review
Commission) building.

I-IFJ was launched with a press call
outside the CCRC, followed by
leafleting from a mock cell in the
city centre. The night was given
over to a well attended public meet-
ing of around 70 people chaired by
Birmingham ABC (BABC). The
main speakers being Anne Whelan
(BRIDGEWATER 4), George Sil-
cott (WINSTON SILCOTT), Va-
lerie Davis (M25 3), Sue Caddick
(EDDIE GILFOYLE), Nikki Scott
(GARY WARD), and speeches by
Action A ainst ln‘ustice and B in
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in London, to lobby Jack straw, was
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and prison demos. to give the
‘convoy’ momentum . We are inter-
ested in building links between pris-
oners and helping campaigns. but
not lobbying the state.
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signatures on petitions, talk to the
general public and the media. A
list of miscarriage cases was handed later in this issue).
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prison. With this in mind it was
suggested that a list of prisoners on
the ABC’s list. with consent. could
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be circulated.

That the ABC can be of help to
people who are wrongfully convicted
is part of our fight, but we are not a
‘miscarriage’ organisation. We are
not in the business of lobbying MP5
and begging the Legal system for a
‘level playing field’. The ABC can
see beyond this and act accordingly.
We are smiggling against all that
suppresses us as a class, and in par-
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ticular, the Penall Legal system. We start
from the point that all cops are rotten, all
the courts corrupt, that their laws are
aimed at the working class. We do not
want their prisons! We want our
vengeance!

We support prisoners in the day - to - day
struggle to survive. That actions support
our class and cause discomfort to their
system is a good starting point. You don't
have to riot to get support.

There are many issues that were
raised during I-[Fl and are still com-
ing up. TAKING LIBERTIES will
try and expand upon these ideas of
how greater solidarity, self determi-
nation and mutual aid, can be devel-
oped between prisoners and with the
wider commimity.

As the saying goes If we all spit
together we can drown the bas-
tards!
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ESCAPE FROM
SALSATRAZ

Mexican Prisoner Juan Lopez es-
caped from jail in January 96 after
using acidic Salsa sauce from 6 years
of jail house dinners to dissolve the
bars of his cell window. Imagine
what the stuff would have done to his
guts if he had eaten it! So, after his
final supper he did a rumier and as
you can imagine the guards were
fucked off cus they never did
KETCHUP with him.

OVER THE WALL WE GO.....
Another tale from Mexico in Febru-
ary 95 prison guards in Calaya got a
bollocking after 6 inmates escaped
during keep fit sessions in the exer-
cise yard. The convicts apparently
bounced over the wall using the tram-
pohne.

GET YOUR FAX RIGHT
Jean Paul Barrett was serving 33
years for forgery and fraud in Tuc-
son Arizona until his somewhat pre-

w?‘
Me-

%A¥

m _. _._,I_-3si=',~:.A_gif;=_i;_!u_'.?:':_:,A; ".-,-=-._.‘§1_.‘%.!Lir ‘IL tr’
. -. .-1s,,..- .- 1;‘15’AiA,g_-1;,-..-. fig;-. fir. ..i-.A..:.i.:i.3i3F._§|.,%g;__:#,,:A.éI,';,f*i+. ‘.___J. . _ .3, ._ . ..

...;-_ :1.-_ ’ | _ ._-_-.‘ - ._l ll ||_‘___ '_ _:_., -r_ D E 1__‘ _ .. ,_" I_ ... HI? _, :21 - _.___£[|- %:},..-_

’A A~' P-A "'A A - ‘A .. ..-,» A -- -,-...,-.--AA ‘ ..-A-A - A . ‘"I -.. _._,._F_,..- :; .' I _ _ I: H _ : ‘I __u _‘_;_ n(__ ._ _l-._--1‘. . _\_.-4-‘:_:.-; .. .-.0.” '4; ;. . . L .1 I "3. _,.“__.j‘,‘ I-PL I -€h_f:_.-H_;_ _ 11:". -.-:“ J 1.1-’ a ._-?‘

3 -A=§ '+."="?.‘i?-;A-‘T.iiiki ‘A---lit?-£3 AA -A %A”A“%'FA'.' LA"é5'5l- J:-A A‘; i 1 ' Ami’ it -.-=. ..-_..-.-#.'g;.,| -A, .----.+,_. _,¢_ -E’ 153.34". -¢';r’-. -"A1,; .-.-._.,..-Q ..r,i.4. --I ,, , --_ F;AAA.A -Ar-A’Ati A A ‘AA-A iai“TAAAA- YA-i A A.-A'iAA1§~AA AA - AAA -.A.-.- -A-. A J. -.- =- -- ...A_ - ..-.=--:- -A-1-A A.-. .. AAA-Aigi.-iAAa=i.%.s,r.F;;i.;.-.,...;;,.-A -A A 'A'A;~A..,-.-_-..--. - 1-.-.A%.%A*.°A-"AAAi’i ~ - A’:-. A AA“-iii -I“-.’A'§i&lé"AA ‘- - -¢~iIAfA--A .>:AA.riA "$I'"It‘-?i'-‘-A'A"‘-ti‘ -i'= ;-A '1: -.1-F ‘A’ ‘- '5“"""F"iiM’ in “$7-is-A--L-.ii -.i1.A-- |A-A¢.~A .A iAA- A-1. =..-A..=-...- A-i -AA-‘A:--~»A-.-.A-i.»=--A:l‘.7*A-Ae.A-a.-A.--- -A-.--.~AAA -AA---.A.-A.--AAA ..-i-.’€i-. ' i-.

A'---A1-ATiA- "’.; -A .- -. -‘iA - ' . A ' . .-I =‘.A A.A-‘=2-1A.. ..- _A- -‘-.‘?-"-;‘-."--;'-fT::‘- .- -'i.=A"A-A.'.-.".-.‘- :A - ' -' A ' ' “ .‘An?
- - ‘A.---.'- ‘ -‘A. A"‘AQ=. AF! '3'-"I A-;‘iA AI=';:‘J‘7":.i-*". ‘ -. - ' ' '- IA‘ '- .A ‘ ' ' A ' --A -' -- A :-.-; AA A.‘A,",‘A .=A.1 - ‘ A. A‘ A A A 1_ - . 1.1 -_-A _-.¢-A.A..;._-._-_._. _,'. ii _A . .A .-_ -_ A A- . _ _ - - .

. . A ‘=.|;':'1'_J‘.'|'Ii."_‘:'-'.:.-'__ __:.1'i.-.-A.-.-*1 '- -- _- ' A A - ' A
- .'.' = A.:\?.5.‘§'.-A. I. IA ‘ ' " ‘ ' ' - - . '

A"-':'Ag 7 - ..' _- AA€i:'-‘-'.';-'.A1 ' ,1_i-'.'A' A A' A . .A' '.- " '
‘I

._ . .__,;_..-i, - _ - .I ' 1; . .. . . . . . - . A

,{~ _ __ : A-iA' AAA‘ “A ' ‘;‘~ 'j..~ -A '.f|A-A-'-. A _-_ A .‘ ' -.
- A “"">|a|i -' . -.. I -A-A.A'_' i ‘ ' ‘ “'5 J .- A .- A '- ' ‘ . ' A. A A-.- . . -=-- A ' - .' . .-‘- A‘ . A.A ‘- A ._-" .‘

A ‘ -. A A. I ._ _-_.:__.\._d_I|_ . . -_._.!5-,1-_.,‘5;!Af_; ,__ “it-‘. _
' -A -.. A . A A- "AA. '\<-- . .-. ... - .-. i.--.-.-_ -. A. A._;¢,--_A-_.-t.k=¢_A_.- _ A- A - .A

A - -_ _ - -- ' 3 ‘A --1'-.'-A.A_'.-,5.‘-_AI-I=‘_i{€-‘._'-1AF;-;-A ' ‘A .'_- -- - - - A - - ‘A...".1.--.A‘A--A_-_..~;1A-A_-=;--A- . A A - .. . - . \_.>._-__. __ . _.-E,_

mature release in December 91.
Someone faxed a faked release or-
der to the prison and even though
the document lacked coding or a
phone number the thick bastards
bought it and let him out. It was
believed that someone had got hold
of a real court document tippexed
out some of the information, copied
it then typed in the false release or-
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der before faxing it. Barrett’s ab-
sence wasn’t discovered until three
days later when he was due for a
court appearance..

GET OUT OF JAIL FREE
It seemed the best way to keep Don-
ald Bissell,Terry Sledge and Brian
Castleberry quiet in their cell at the
Fauikner coimty jail in Arkansas.
Let them play monopoly. All three
were awaiting trial on various theft
and assault charges in November 94.
But they never got to court. Instead
they used the tiny wheel barrow play-
ing piece from the Monopoly set as a
screwdriver to remove supposedly
tamper resistant screws on an airduct
covering, then crawled through the
ducts to the roof and lowered them-
selves three stories to the ground
using a rope made of bedding. ‘Then
they stole a pick up truck (no not the
car from the Monopoly set I mean
don't get ridiculous!) and vanished
into the distance with £200 and a get
out ofjail free card.

r ” L i Jiiiiit m i- if "A"-i SA‘ -A ‘-ritjit->il»‘;‘<#fiti+t*»*A*~£.1 -A 1 .»A i :-tem 1.. L ilfiw.-:$556” A';J_3‘-iii“-Qetyr-rt.‘ Egg?
l -A3 A-A. 2 -A.-A» ii... ~l. ”‘

_-A~;,A_.A ;-.5-__-2 if-,.A; .--'|;.A.Ai:A. A .“ _;- ,-. II-'-|_'-_'\| -_.-_ ,___- _i- _._ .,_,_.-;.._.-A._._,.-; _-A._.A,A- -.--... _A- -.1._._._ A. :,_ .A A_ ,A,~_- A-A-- -;_.-...-- -‘L-.A.A~. -A .A .AA--A,.1= ,A-.-—_- - ; _._-A-_--A-A i,. -...- .--. I-, _- 5-.‘ _-..___._,.-..- _A -_ . .":3;-‘AAli-;iiAAA'A%;-:iA’-AA£.3AAi:i AE’§.:=-i.ir;ATiA.i?ri3%i?~c'A"-335$:=i7is-A-*5A-AiA'?AA=r~its-3.A?Af'iiAA-.-A;Ar-1?.‘A::Aif A-E:-itsAA.Ai?-A-=‘-'.'-A-’fi-‘-AA-;A-.i.-5An‘-?-A1-2A:-iA.A§A;if?Aer-A=A.?:iA!-A.‘-A-A-inewAAA‘f¥-'.AA?i-:ia%;AwA%A.=??-t-i-IiA=-A-A-isirfi-...;-A -‘A.: A.-A-A.-#1.-A.-A-.1.‘-A.A'-A"=~'__ _ _,__?;c-_A;,_- , qlfiil -- -..l.\_i?fi:_fi| 3};-git,1-_5;;Ei;$}R5‘:-i_i__:;.'_:.;i__-_¢._~_:i4_i.-__it?i}5_y,__€$fi§i1:;_.if-'i#?i§_‘f;|f§r;_-¥i§;;;-E ?i:lJ::l_-1!$:\%';'I7' 2.7.;-;.:j:_.fi_ir},_.?.;. 2:.-rib]!"k€;:%$¢_[;;g::\;'~fi;p|‘!lfi-?EJ§2-é;f|*f?':‘33iT' :.;,~,Aj 1- _\|,|§_1:__M-_AA-,_--|,- _-A._- T; ta? $5
A "" A-i_A._-;-Ai -'r'--'-Aii.-‘?,¢;‘.A- -A.=_+.A. ' ' ' A A AA A "A A '- -Air. . A AAA .--;-Ah, 1.‘;-'A==A' _-H A.'-- "-.-.A~.AA.=A- ‘A='iA--‘A.A-;A='-A‘-";.\.A;A-A----'.-.? 1 v‘=.A Tn -:.i . i,-.A‘~‘.‘..-AA-Afr!-‘A-A AA-At"--Air‘ AAAt-‘if-l_ .' A-----. ':.A.-.@,A -- A :~'-A" -1i --A-I7!‘ A A "4 FA--:r" - _" -=' ‘l . A - -in ' T #4‘.-‘I-A;-‘J-,* A = A "' 1'; -~ . .1 -AA A1 1" f.‘--“ii rii-1: -A

Y’-'|\F$}A.':"‘ '.Ali-"G" -AA :-'3': "iii-.-.-\ |_'»J'-- ‘hi.-‘we-If -'-Ai~.¢|="1-PA A-A-A--.'.AP "5'A. '1'-5-, - '-ii ‘AM’ I‘~3.""'A .-5'-gin‘ '“*‘E. f Fi-’ E" A'A-"4 Al-‘A "‘ ‘ii-ARE-i. ii ‘*'“:.‘=-1!-Ii‘!'- A .A=Ir§.‘-A ..A,,-A=A§A..A.+‘»A-'i* -AA-?»1=A’.‘.-...An:=;%a>..A;;tA,.Ag.-A AAtings-A::1‘5AAii;i@H-Araf. -..=rA.rA=A.-.'.-....-A:-A.=,:-at ‘...-.A, 1-2-1: A.a-=---.-i.--i-.A..A;;-. A A.A.-AA
’-Ai‘-.5‘ -- ' . 1-A.‘-ii‘; -. ‘H-*'l‘iA-K“-AA'A"A3iAL-i-€Ft,‘§'-A£¥‘z"iF'I.=:¥iA'=€ l7‘i"'ti 'AA*-aiiiiffA-3'A’¢‘:“'3’fifi%' iii"i7i*IiR‘*i'9i'-"iIm€":"ii‘A§iA'17"; ’ 'rii"'A.i-i‘5'3'iA!ti§i'i.t'i5"' " -A7-'A‘.F‘3'1AA _ . -. ._= . _.--_-; A A ;-A=;=_;.J35A,-?-‘.,-;A..AAA3T.tA§i.;.A= ipJA‘-}‘*—A..A".A.T.‘-E.A.§r-.A-.f?‘.I;~.A-.- ..A.+‘r.£iA’.A??;‘:Az:‘{n*AI<.A .-.E£?A =.:-+--!Aii'>iA-’Z=r':?Afi"AiI-?‘i?‘A?‘ . iir~=‘3.lfi“=‘AAii.i‘*e‘?¥??A:"'=i¥A-A-§3E"t§¢f'i'i

1" ..-iii?-?;.i‘ii. -..-.»A.A E‘ . ;;i;I¥;”F‘;?P1!i‘t¢£i?ii(f;3i54f°="E‘.‘r;,A?TA?E'T¢§?§!§'$l1'4l1§i-'§.’-?fi1?-‘=1§5{"-is-§i;_iLfI-Aiii!§-T§;;=i§¢$i‘i§,€;;#=!3-ififigfiéii-=A‘{.A='1;§‘-it‘-,-llHigj.fi'%fi3€Ti\‘;A.ag}ii1ifé'i"%AIli‘;;‘%. _ -:1-" - -iii: -.--. . -. A- ‘_--. A? __ ;_A_-A‘.-.5;-. -‘A 1'. - :1“-_A-._- = A A= A ,. :i_A-A-- A;-.~A-.AA A-.-.=- .A- A-_ .rA.A.{~‘_A. -' ‘_-A5!-,+ =—i- -. ' : . A-‘-'1‘ AA. .- ;-- "1.--. A7,. 7,-;-1,--;= A-' A‘ AIegg» - it -,. ..- it -1 -. .:;.<»;--.-.-AA.<..--.:=.-==-A-A;-.--.-we-r-it-is-=.aw.i-..~A.---.:A-A-A-rs:-‘.i-..@.A-A-.>,.=A.=.=?A‘$1! 'AAA- E 3 1'-I -.--A-'-AA iA=’AI-.A‘-.A.A-.‘ A:=.=.'-A-AA.iA--mgaA-A.:,.§:-..-,.A::simy -i:.A..r-A- AA A-=1-A-A .A-Y-A=A-. it.-" A.-I-A-A-A A.-A1-1.<...Ar;»-.-.A-. .-.AA5;:.-:--AA,A. A _e.Ai;-'- _-.A;A;-.A;-...;-As1A:A:.-if-e;-=-_iAA ‘_-AA':J?.'7.-A_.-_,~-ATi'A'A.-,_;.1A.1‘--;-,_.1-;' ..1=.=.g».i;AA_.;A;=.s.-5-1A,a;-,-js- A,._,'~_.- A},-A. -,-_--A-.;A..-1'11,1 _._ it .1-12,-_.:§. -A _AA-,_;- --; . - ._- i - - _ iv - .--rt-51; .1. . F11! -R-‘fit - -..’ A it -.1.-.-A} '~ :9 -A‘&_~.AAAiA. AA .! . -A A -'1 "F_ ‘A A - f,151+. i‘.-3" IA ...?'A- »~ . -54.-.-i..==. .. 5. ..--..:-1. 1.. .. . ,. - -- AA-.=-E=5liri.‘-'?7i<A.$AAA?--?.A:£!A1-A'.A’A-1A?-..--.TI.?i-:%-A:*3E1Ai-.-;.- -;.-AA*1?.Y.‘-'-EA:‘



Zoora Shah is a working
class Pakistani woman
who's had a crap life that's
been fucked up by men
who, in her own words,
“treated her like a mat-
tress”. One man in partic-
ular completely controlled
her, used her as a mule for
his smack dealing, regu-
larly raped and kicked the
shit out of her, hospitalised
her, prostituted her to his
Muslim friends and then
leched after her two young
daughters.

Zoora poisoned him with
arsenic to reduce his sex
drive and one day gave
him a lethal dose.
Whether accidental or not,
it was good riddance to
filthy scum and he got his
just deserts. Zoora how-
ever got 20 years for killing
the bastard. This is her
story.....

Zoora Shah is an illiterate
woman from Mirpuri in Pak-
istani Kashmir, who was
brought to Bradford in the
early '70's as a teenage bride
for an arranged marriage.

She was beaten by her hus-
band and treated like a ser-
vant by his family. She had
a number of abortions to
avoid having girls and lost
one baby because ofher hus-
band's violence. He threw
her out in 1980 when she
was pregnant with their third
child because he married an-
other woman. She was
homeless and destitute, with
two young children and
pregnant. She stayed briefly
with relatives of her hus-
band, went to hospital for
her third child and was even-

tual thrown out of this house
because her two kids had got
TB. She found a new place
which was a dump, - one
room with one heater, no
bathroom and an outside toi-
let. She lived there with her
new-bom baby and two kids,
and was so poor that they
lived ofi‘ Weetabix and wa-
tered down milk.

An Asian neighbour took pity
on her and introduced her to
Mohammed Azam to help her
find somewhere decent to
live. Azam was a married rich
scum business man and prop-
erty owner, who bought a
house for Zoora in Bradford
in his name because Zoora
was unable to get a mortgage.
She paid the mortgage repay-
ments with benefits and
money from her factory
wages. But Azam wanted
more than the mortgage pay-
ing off, he demanded sexual
favours whenever he visited,
which was sometimes three
times a day. He raped her in
the cemetery where her chil-
dren were buried; in the back
of cars with a bloke in the
front driving; at home while
her kids were in the next
room; when she was recover-
ing from operations and his
beatings. She frequently went
to his relatives for money to
pay for abortions.

Not only was Azam a rapist
scumbag and violent bastard,
he was also a smack dealer
with a number of guns and
knives in his possession and
had "friends" all over the
country. He sent Zoora to
Pakistan to return with a
jacket stuffed full of smack.
Her family found out and sent
her home before the jacket
arrived, ruining the deal - she

'1

returned to Azam and was
raped in the cemetery as
punishment and beaten so
badly she was hospitalised.

Azam was eventually ar-
rested and sent down for
dealing, but even inside he
continued to control Zoora’s
life. He prostituted her from
prison, so she had men from
the community knocking on
her door demanding sex.
When Azam was released he
threatened to evict her - rent
for the house included being
pimped by him.

She contemplated suicide
and took a number of over
overdoses of anti-
depressants and pain killers,
but never saw it through be-
cause of her kids. She
bought arsenic from Pakistan
and fed it_ to him in small
doses as people told her it
would reduce his sex drive.
His impotence made him ag-
gressive and he beat her
badly. By this time the bas-
tard had started eyeing up
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Her Appeal was heard in the Royal Donations can be made to the
Courts of "Justice" at the end of Free Zoora Shah Campaign,
March this year and the jury's still
out - probably can't decide whether
she's suffered enough. We'll let you
know when they've made their
minds up.
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all nine will be heard on IS!JR-?t€ Crown Court

her daughters. so she ar-
ranged a marriage for one of
them quickly to get her out
of the house, but Zoora was
scared for her other girl.
One day in 1992 she gave
Azam so much arsenic that it
killed him.

Zoora pleaded not guilty in
court, and declined to give
evidence, ashamed of her
sexual history and scared
that she'd be branded a
whore by the community, ru-
ining her children's prospects
of marriage. She was con-
victed in Leeds Crown Court
and given a 20 year tariff for
convictions including mur-
der, attempted murder and
solicitation to murder.
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ver the years weve been appalled at numerous decisions in
iwhich prisoners have been punished. and brutality meted out
to non-conformist inmates. We intend establishing our own

firm of solicitors to challenge all aspects of prison life Ranging from
Judicial Reviews. transfers. racism. theft. property claims assaults etc

the firm.

For more Information please con
tact:- T. Birley at I-IMP Full Sut- r,
tori or R. Gilbert HMP Wooodhill
Unit, CSC B wing, Tatterrhoe st., WW,"
Milton Keynes. MK4 4DA. All
Ideas are welcome so come together
and lets commence the fight back. A A

set up by the
Southall Black Sisters,

59 Norwood Road, Southall,
Middlesex, UB2 4DW.

Tel 0181 571 9595.
0181 574 6781. ‘M
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Nine asylum seeker-s-sfrom West.A\fricaheld, at Campsfield
house detentioiicentre,vflxfordp fr their
P811 ill Pffltests against All have been
charged with the Public
Order Act. This is the first  involved with
protests inside Campsfield The cases of

— 

We are looking for nominees to establish a firm set up with indepen-
dent trustees. We are also looking for interested people to run this
organisation, with donations from
prisoners. families and interested
bodies. At the moment it is in
discussion stage with the legal as-
pects to be covered, i.e. registering
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PROP( the Preservation Of Prisoners
Rights) ea prisoners union was formed in
response to the shit awful conditions in
British prisons and as a means of break-
ing the Home Office monopoly on what
information came out of prisons. At the
time there had been about fifty collec-
tive prison protests between January
and May of 72. The Home Office only
acknowledged a third of them, officially
the others‘ didn't take place and the
growing unrest was largely ignored by
the press. They had an initial list of 26
demands including trade union mem- note from a prisoner was smuggled out of
bership and to negotiate pay and condi-
tions, legal advisers in confidence, ac-
cess to the press, parole, education and
training courses, independent prison in-
spectors, adequate exercise time and fa-
cilities, independent medical advisers,
as many letters -  .

I . I ...—..-.--.-. . .‘ .. '.'. '. - -\..' -. . .-' 1'
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and more.

The history of
penal reform is
filled with
largely futile ef-
forts by liberal
middle class
tossers who of-
ten wouldn't in-
volve or consult
with prisoners
as to what they
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whilst accepting
a role that the liberals can play, full and
free membership of PROP was only open
to any person who is or had been banged
up in any one of the various detention
centres that HMG have so graciously pro-
vided for us. For those that hadn't been
‘inside’ there was associate membership.
They would pay subs for themselves and
the unpaid subs of a full member with a
commitment to establish and maintain
contact with their full member and help
them out within reason. Only full mem-
bers would be able to take up positions and
vote at any meetings.

They issued a Statement of Intent which
read ‘to preserve, protect and to extend the
rights of prisoners and ex - prisoners and
to assist in their rehabilitation and re-
integration into society, so as to bring
about a reduction in crime.’

A press conference launched PROP and
most nationals carried stories. The Times
heading read ‘A PROP for Prisoners’ and
the Sun read ‘A Union For Old Lags'. But
the word was out and most prisoners

“Brixton pris-
oners had
been granted
concessions
which en-
hanged the nowapicketof27

get change ' ’ . _ .S  
Flushed by it's 5;;;l_"ijg
initial success

‘  PROP announced

found out about PROP through the media.
The media interest continued when PROP
claimed to be in contact with an escalating
prison crisis. This was confirmed when a

Brixton the scene of many protests.

Over the first two weeks of PROP's exis-
tence the prison protests grew and by the
end of the month over 2500 prisoners had
taken part in mainly sit down protests. At

Armley all 996 men took part in a
24hr sit down. PROP rallied sup-
port outside the walls and man-
aged to get only 27 people there.
For an organisation claiming 500
members it was poor but the media
covered it and PROP's image as a
big organisation remained intact
(interesting that

outside a prisonuse of co1lec-  would be consid-  9 K

a further escalation in the
protests and announced an
all out national jail strike
on an unspecified date. ~  
This was put out to coin-
cide with the POA confer-
ence and totally upstaged
the screws. All the papers
carried the looming strike
and carried PROP's de-
mand for negotiation to
start over the "restitution
of basic human rights for
prisoners’. Meanwhile
Brixton prisoners had been
granted concessions which enhanced the
use of collective action to get change.
PROP's demands for an escalation were
therefore met.

Some early problems had been identified
being the lack of outside support for
protests and the communication between
those on the outside and those in. Virtually
all prisons were suppressing PROP mate-
rial and not letting the cons know. Despite
these set backs PROP continued to gain

-re-Me’

support in and out of the prisons.The
strikes continued and the screws got more
and more agitated. Against an individual
they would just go in heavy handed but
when they are up against large numbers
they had to back off.

The start of June saw a further 20 protests.
The frustration was too much for the
screws and they started targeting 'leaders'
who got a kicking and then ghosted but in
some instances this had the effect of sini-
ply spreading the troubles to other prisons.
The screws wanted to create riots, provoke
the inmates who up till now had been
peaceful in their protests.

Protests continued and the Home Office
refused to recognise PROP and so they

3'5-..=5,,

made their threat of a national strike in
all penal establishments even louder. it
was a wild claim but given the background
of rising protests it went unchallenged.
The Home Office still refused to negotiate
so PROP called August 4th as the date of
the strike. They gave two weeks notice on
the grounds that the Home secretary had
recently changed but it needed a couple of
weeks of speculation and publicity in the
media to get the word around.

1
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There's no doubt about it PROP showed
how the media could be a potent weapon.
PROP claimed to be in contact with every
penal establishment and the media imag-
ined hurriedly scribbled notes being smug-
gled back and forth whereas the reality was
that the media spread the word. On July
21 every national paper, TV and radio
carried the date of the strike. By August
4th prisoners in Durham had heard so
much about the strike that they thought it
had Home Office backing! The whole
prison took part.

PROP wanted to organise two protests out-
side one in the north and one in the south.
But having suffered embarrassingly low
tum cuts at Armley and BTIXIOH decided to
focus on Gartree in the midlands. At 8am
the PROP press officer arrived to be met by

. H.

. s . . . t I '9 .9 - t ~; t  -r.-or . rt" _
'.|I'-- ' If I I I I I I "IIIIiII1:_III I II*""|'='=i'r-"--'

.".’

we£i.r;-%_:a,,"3

HI figlldlirfifl $55‘ gyiiveii-*3" "II

as-iv

  1 believed that  
. ._., _- . _. _ I I _ ._-I-. . _, . _.-__.-‘_-r- I _-- . ~ . -- |--.. .. .-__|- .__ -.

a barrage of press a thicket of cops but no
other protesters. The governor came out to
say there was no support for the strike and
as he spoke a sheet was unfurled from a
cell block reading 'Gartree 24hr strike is
on.‘

During the day the media contacted PROP
with names of prisons and estimates of
those taking part asking PROP to confirm
the figures. Along with calls from visitors
etc. this was how PROP got it's initial
picture of the success. The Home Office
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blundered and denied strikes taking place
only to be confronted with photos of the
strike taking place. In all 33 prisons and
an estimated 5500 (official) and 10000
prisoners took part. On that night in Swe-
den a wave of strikes hit jails with 60% of
the population taking part. The media
coverage was total PROP in it's role as
publicist for these events had done it's job
well.

As news of the Brixton prison conces-
sions spread prisoners found the confi-
dence to flex their new found source of
strength. PROP threatened to call a Walk
Out at open prisons which could force the
Home Office to cram everyone into closed
prisons which would only heighten the
Pfeblems and lead 10 more .
protests. This was PROP's desire. ”I

‘ ‘ their usual cow-. . . .. .. ..-_;-.?;,_.,,,,,,-,-_.=::.=.+-=1,- d3“
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mos at Brixton

*  virtually taken   dence to flexs over the run-

prison, if this
was to happen
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have to be met, but it
didn't go that way.

Towards the end of Au-
gust the POA began a
‘Get Tough‘ policy with
an overtime ban and
stoppage of visits and
classes where protests
took place. Albany

screws rejected the policy and wanted
stricter punishment for every infringement
of regulations. Leading up to this Albany
had released details of a Mafia-type organi-
sation made up of notorious long term
prisoners - It was clearly implied that these
men had taken over the prison and a mass
escape was being planned. Official sources
said that prisoners were locked down and a
search started. The prisoners became hos-
tile and a riot broke out, bedding was flung
from windows and fires lit. The fire
brigade took two hours to damp the flames.

 prisoners had found the confi-

Hing of ms their new found

The truth was that the screws dragged the
search out over three days and when they
ripped up photos belonging to one prisoner
he smashed up his cell and six others
followed suit. A towel and a mattress were
set fire to and put out immediately. Hardly
a riot!

None the less tensions were high and more
sit downs and roof top protests flared up,
the publicity went world wide. At Dart-
moor screws stopped work when they were
told that the Home Office policy was not to
punish peaceful protesters, 250 men were
staging. a sit down. The screws only re-
turned to work when the governor told
them action would be taken. The Home
secretary was called back off holiday and
immediately met with the POA again re-
fusing to meet PROP. He gave the screws
the go ahead. Kangaroo courts sprung up
and some 1700 men were disciplined,
some losing over two years remission.
Hundreds of men were kept under Rule 43
‘removal from association’ or Rule 48
which concerns disciplinary charges for
anything up to a month. The screws

 , picked out the
leaders and in

..prisoners 3,41, way
handed out
some savage
beatings. This
all guaranteed
further conflict
which in turn
would 'justify'
more control

'. and repression
that was where

source of
strength. “

the POA's interests lay.

At this crucial time PROP started to deteri-
orate. They had not been able to activate
any number of people on the outside and so
the organisation relied on the efforts of a
few crucial people. PROP was plunged
into a self inflicted state of paralysis - no
voice could be raised in protest at the
savagery of the beatings and discipline
being handed out.

The beatings were particularly severe at
Gartree that had seen a three day sit down
followed by work strikes. Things exploded
when one November evening a group of
about l4 prisoners in the full glare of
floodlights and view of screws took clip-
pers to the first of two perimeter fences.
They were immediately surrounded by ‘so
many screws you couldn't count them’ with
dogs and riot sticks. From the dining hall
the rest of the prison watched the obviously
and inevitable failine of this attempt. The



screws closed in, all the prisoners in the
dining hall were shouting ‘Gef Back"
Leave Them‘. The screws attack was
ferocious using the dogs and hammers
taken from the engineering block, the
dining hall exploded within minutes the
whole place was wrecked. From the bar-
ricaded C Wing, unable to help, the men
could see some t
of the escapees-
lie unconscious
for up to a couple
of hours.

As the troubles
at Gartree faded,
the publicily -of t 1  *
that incident
against the general background of a sum-
mer of discontent raised demands from
various reform elements including Law
Lords who threatened to stop sending
people down unless steps were taken to
stop the ‘moral, mental and physical de-
privation in prisons’. A Human Rights
Commission recommended a range of re-
forms - access to prison rules, end of
censorship of mail, extended welfare ser-
vice, merge the prison health service with
the NHS and reduce the lengths of sen-
tences to cure overcrowding. It also
asked for an inquiry into the Board Of
Visitors and called for legal representa-
tion and media access at internal disci-
plinary hearings with the right to appeal.

Once more PROP were conspicuous by
their absence from outside Gartree and
when prisoners in B wing took over the
phone line they didn't ring PROP but
phoned the press directly. PROP through
out it's time had claimed a support that it
never had. There is no denying the wider
support for it's aims but they always
played up the actual hands on support
they had. PROP may well have had 500
members but they did fuck all. PROP was
structured with a small Executive and
largely inactive membership. This didn't
change as the situation did, there wasn't
any effective decentralising of responsi-
bilities or communication. And so
through out this period of high profile
mass action PROP failed to get more than
a couple of dozen protesters outside a
prison even on August 4th!

Consolidating inside support was even
more difficult and PROP failed yet again.
Of course the screws were censoring any
incoming mail and PROP knew that.
They failed to make the visits to pass
word in (even at Gartree where they had
wide spread support) and left prisoners

“Do prisoners want or need to con-
sider the development of any such
movement that can provide voice
for the opposition to the tide of
tightening regulations".

feeling that they were being ignored by the
very organisation that was claiming to
represent them. Prisoners were happy
with PROP's demands and at first gen-
uinely welcomed their part in the struggle.
But by the autumn their main contact in
Gartree wrote telling them of the disillu-
siomnent and concern for the future of

t t   PROP as
I  I a deter-

mining
force.

W h i l st
P R O P
had the
idea for
member-

ship, prisoners were never asked to take it
up. This meant there was no way of mea-
suring PROP's real support but more im-
portantly it was indicative of an arrogance
of attitude where by the prisoners were not
encouraged into any positive commitment
to their organisation. It seems the prison-
ers were expected to carry on with the
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protests whilst the outside Executive.
would make demands as the leaders and
have full decision, or indecision, on the
strategy for making gains from the strug-
gles. The undemocratic nature of PROP
was rife. The Executive and leadership
was self-elected and there was no mecha-
nism to challenge them. So bitter feuds
between differing political lines and per-
sonal clashes dogged PROP from the start.
Given the internal weakness it is probably
a good job the Home Ofiice refused to
recognise PROP as it seems certain that
they would have soon been co-opted and

. . " '.-;-‘I

made ineffective that way.

Organisationally it was a nightmare and
was inevitably going to implode. No
internal democracy, lack of contact with
the prisoners, failure to provide the wel-
fare service it stated it would (due to lack
of finances and people to carry out the
work). lack of strategy or focus of their
demands and a blind use of the escalation
of strikes combined to make a cocktail
lethal to any movement. In both the USA
and Scandinavia it had been seen recently
that the escalation strategy leads to a
repressive clamp down. PROP's efforts
simply to increase the strikes and not deal
with any of the problems above meant
that at the crucial time of the backlash
PROP was totally unable to defend it's
‘members’. On the contrary due to the
level of isolation between PROP and the
inmates the disillusionment felt by many
only added to the attacks by the authori-
ties. By the autumn of '72 PROP had
become a dirty word amongst prisoners.
Their day was over and because of the

wild claims of the lead-
crsliip and their inas-
querading whilst prison-
ers were suffcring the
brunt of the screws retal-
iation any chance of this
summer at least provid-

. ing a base upon which to
_I; 'i.‘i

build were lost.

All struggles are an on-
going thing and there is
no disputing that the
strikes of ‘72 have
played their part in mak-
ing some gains that were
seen in the "70"s and
later. But like other
gains that workers make,
they are not to be taken
for granted and through
out our class we are suf-
fering the effects of those
gains being taken back

off us. In prison access to the media is
under threat . Resources for courses are
being cut, what prisoners can receive is
constantly being restricted and legal aid is
harder and harder to come by. By and
large the claw-back is going unchal-
lenged. Do prisoners want or need to
consider the development of any such
movement that can provide voice for the
opposition to the tide of tightening regu-
lations. One glaring lesson from the
history of PROP that the desire for any
such organisation has got to be from the
prisoners.

1‘-

In mid March complaints were made
by 8 prisoners and the Board Of Visi-
tors at Wormwood Scrubs about staff
beating prisoners up. Solicitors acting
on the prisoners behalf asked that the
alleged perpetrators were suspended
pending enquiries.
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Service, Tony Pearson, claimed there
was ‘no evidence" of any beatings.

So despite screws having access to im-
portant documentation and and
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ean then veer
sure they are .
we all know what that rneans: beaten
by screws or transferred to another
prison where other screws can beat you
up. Unsurprisingly. four more prisoners
decided to drop their complaints for fear
of further retribution. A surprised Mark
Healy (POA) said, "Many, if not all, of
these allegations have been investigated
in the past, and my members were exon-
erated. We are sick and tired of all being
tarnished with having committed some
sort of crime”.

Mark Healy makes several interesting
points, namely that prisoners should: 1)
get the shit kicked out of them, 2) do as
they are told. 3) do not complain, 4) face
further beatings if they do complain, 5) if
they persist prison officers will say its not
true. rubbish all the claims of abuse, and
then go on to say it is unfair to put prison
officers in the stressful situation of some-
one from the media asking you questions
about your guilt. Seems reasonable!

However, by the 31st of March the prison
service had to eat it's words, and con-
firmed a press statement that 8 screws
including a senior manager had in fact
been suspended following the allegations
which had now become the subject of
criminal investigations by the Met., as-
sisted by the former governor of Long
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Lartin Peter Atherton. Well no biased
investigating there then! An interim re-
port released that day disclosed that in
five of the cases there were, to quote
Tony "I've seen no evidence" Pearson,
"serious questions" which needed an-
swers. Solicitors said that they “...now
had 20 current and former prisoners who
would be talking to the pg]§ce." Thlle-
gations went back as as and
included racism, beati nd tiida-
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superiors, imagine what is happening to
the prisoners!

Meanwhile back at the Scrubs

April fools day saw nearly 100 screws at
Wormwood Scrubs on ‘sick leave‘. The
mass absenteeism was a POA protest
against th,suspe cg n decisions. The
POA said eir all gone to
their GPs biecause the §iormous pres-
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Scrubs, gave an insight into how prisons
are really run. On the outside it's all men
in suits, management speak, posh ac-
cents, budget meetings with the minister
and flip charts. Whilst inside,
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plain of lent,screws deny it, the
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August 10th is set aside every year to commemorate those
who have been murdered or driven to their deaths at the
hands of the prison system. This is not to say that the rest of
the year we carry on business as usual, and don’t give a shit
what happens to working class people inside, but it is a day
which marks the death of one particular prisoner at Mill-
haven Penitentiary, Canada in 1974 that of Eddie Nalon.
After a suicide attempt Eddie was left to die when the panic
button in his cell ‘failed’ to work. Prisoners at Millhaven
responded with a hunger strike, and their own memorial
service. .1

I
I

Since that first protest in 1976 pris-
oners work-strikes, hunger strikes
and other actions have marked Au-
gust 10th and have spread within the
prisoner community to become an
intemational day of action. As im-
portant as the protests are the links
which have been created between
prisoners and communities. If we are
to contribute to the struggles taking
place inside and prisoners are to con-
tribute to struggles outside we have
to do all we can to further these links.
In Toronto supporters produced radio
programmes, with contributions from
those inside. They held press confer-
ences and rallies. Demonstrations
showed a community angry about state murder of people in
prisons. Other forms of support have also marked the day. The
‘Rock Against Prisons’ gig in Toronto in ‘94 attracted over 500
people for a good knees up. and raised funds into the bargain.

The ABC network in this country has organised demonstra-
tions at many prisons and cop shops, to show our solidarity,
and to remember thousands of working class prisoners who
have died. But more than this we need to publicise how and
when prisoners kick out against the system. So often we don’t
get to hear what really happens in nick. The home office and
prison authorities will use all kinds of tactics to deny collective
resistance. to pit communities against prisoners, to isolate
prisoners from each other.

. .. . .. ._......_.......-__.._.... ---t--H--,,--|-..."-t--u ----:»-.--.-

in nick, someone who’s on the fiddle, or have come up
against the law at some point in our lives.

Prisoner Justice Day is a day we should also remember a
history of collective and individual struggle. Intervention in
working class life inside causes as much anger and frustration
as that on the outside. The Dartmoor mutiny of 1932 kicked of
with the introduction of ‘special’ sound-proofed cells and a 23
hour- day lock-up. The mutiny saw l00’s of prisoners terroris-
ing well- armed prison staff ,and effectively took control of the

prison. At Parkhurst in "69 screws
cancelled outside working parties.
and prisoners were forced to make
mailbags. But it was scrapping their
footie matches which finally pissed
them off. They kicked off in that
year with the most fuck-off riot
since Dartmoor. Recreation has al-
ways been seen as an area of prison
life that the authorities can ‘giveth
and taketli away’. There was a mass
protest (Durham ‘football mutiny’,
1967) when prisoners were refused
permission to retrieve their ball
from a security area!

The 80"s saw a succession of full
 scale disturbances at many major

prisons. from rooftop protests.
hunger strikes to full on riots. Just 5 prisoners landed Worm-
wood Scrubs with a £20,000 bill for damages caused in 1980.
Imaginative young prisoners at Risley remand caused £2000
worth of damage by flooding a water tank in the roof. making
a wing uninhabitable for a month. Between April and May of
"86 there were disturbances in 46 prisons in England. de-
scribed as the ‘worst nights of violence the English prison
system has ever known’. With riots in 22 prisons. and 45
escapes the prison system were starting to get a bit hot under
the collar.
Prison riots in the early 9()"s echoed urban riots in Cardiff,
Oxford, Tyneside and Handsworth, downtown areas from
which many prisoners tended to be drawn. It’s partly for this

reason that prisoners should not be

The media adds its own spin with
endless items spouting on about to
how soft prison life is, and how
prisoners are living in the lap of
luxury, while everyone else is
working themselves t into the
ground. Fuelled by an obsession
with reporting crime, the media
feeds us its crank fantasies about
criminals it says it is helping to
protect us against. It would have us
believe that people in prison are
nothing more than animals. What
we’re talking about are most ‘crimes’ being directed against
property, and people being sent down for petty offences such
as unpaid fines. We’re talking about our class whether a father.
daughter, neighbour or friend. Most of us know someone who’s

isolated in their struggle on the as-
sumption that they are only con-
cerned with life inside and can
therefore onlv make contributions in
prison.

The day following the poll tax riot in
1990 saw the beginning of the most
unprecedented prison protest in the
history of British jails. The Strange-
ways uprising saw 25 days of riot-
ing. and the prison brought to a
standstill. Prisoners hung anti- poll
tax banners from the rooftop in soli-

darity. Word spread about the riot there were 6 further distur-
bances at Glen Parva. Dartmoor. Cardiff. Bristol and Puck-
lechurch. Even the introduction of a new offence for prison
mutiny of maximum 10 years did not quell the outbreaks of

it

working class anger from prisoners who’d had enough. These
examples of prison resistance are just the tip of the iceberg. Our
history shows us many more, taking many forrns- small and
large scale- the traditional and the bizarre.

Prisoner Justice Day has focused on various issues in the past
such as women in prisonl deaths in custody. We’ve already had
ideas for this year on how to make the day bigger and better
But we want to hear from anyone who has any burning ideas,
or who would like to take part, prisoners, campaigners or
supporters. We can put prisoners in touch with each other who

Seven Screws from Blakenhmst Campaign,339 Dudley rd, Winson ter’, but were in no way racist.

are taking part in the day. Campaigns will also be joining in
Some suggestions so far have been street actions, prison and
probation centre demo’s, and leafleting, some prisoners have
already told us that they are going on hunger strike. Or maybe
someone could organise a gig, or some event it doesn’t have to
be all doom and gloom.

Maybe prisoners have tried things inside we haven’t heard
about. Send your ideas to ‘Taking Liberties’ (see contacts).
We’ll be covering ideas for Prisoner Justice Day in the next is-
sue so drop us a line!
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hours. She is sutferiiig from severe
prison were Suspended in march Green Birmingham, B18 4HB. Yeah, surely he means should have post-traumatic stress disorder.
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'State defended the coppers in the Guild-

MERLE AFRICA, one of the 9
MOVE prisoners died fiiday 13th
March, in _

1

ter doctors decided she was medi- Spring r
cally unfit to stand trial. She is prison after
still receiving treatment at 20 years
Maudesley hospital, on a volim- inside. One
taiy basis, in a mother & baby of the
unit. Pressure was put on the nurses said
German Government to issue ex- that she
tradition proceedings, despite had died rs"  

I Roisin looking totally different to through tumours which had devel-
the e e- oped through years of beatings by
witness de- the screws. The authorities are try-
scriptiori. iiig to make out that Merle had
Her treat- ovarian cancer which spread
ment at the through her body, causing blood
hands of clots which killed her. As the"fam-
the autlior- ily protest, no one dies after 20
ities in- years in prison ofnatural causes.
elude be- Messages of support to Friends of
mg MOVE, P.O. Box 14129 London
forcibly W12 SGR.

the police ‘should have done bet- SU‘ip-Seflwhfid 72 iiII16S in 43

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
ITALY

Dozens of anarchists have been ar-
rested or imprisoned since 1995 due to
the underhand efforts of a public pros-
ecutor named Marini who's been at-
tempting to jail as many anarchists as
possible (who he particularly hates)
before he retires. Marini has even
gone so far as to create his own evi-
dence in the form of a totally fictitious
‘International anarchist terrorist or-
ganisation’ he's calling O.R.A.I. in
order to frame well known militants
for a variety of unsolved crimes and
acts of sabotage which happened since

the 80's large antinuclear struggle in
Italy. Latest news is that the following
prisoners have now been released due
to an ‘irregularity in the judicial pro-
cess': Alfredo Bonanno, Emma Sassosi,
Salvatore Gugliara, Christina Lo
Forte, Antonio Gizzo, Orlando Campo,
Paulo Roberto and Giuseppe Stasi.
Jean Weir is out but under home ar-
rest. In France Massimo Passamani
has also been released. There will be a
trial of other anarchists implicated in
the Marini frame-up in Rome later this
year. For up-dated info. Centro Docu-
mentazione, Asilo Occupato,

V.Alessandria 12, 10152 Torino, Italy.

_ SPAIN
On 18th of December 96, four Italian
anarchists (trying to raise financial sup-
port for imprisoned anarchists in Italy-
(see above) attempted a bank hold-up in
Cordoba (Southem Spain). As the four
were about to make their escape from the
bank a security guard tried to stop them.
They disamied and took him hostage to
ensure their safety, leaving by car. They
drove into a police ambush, at the mo-
ment the anarchists had to stop their car,
a shoot-out began. Badly wounding the
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hostage and 3 of the anarchists who tried
to defend. themselves by shooting back.
Two policewomen were killed, but the
anarchists were arrested and badly beaten
leaving one of them (Giorgio Eduardo)
disabled. Since then they've been in the
most repressive Spanish prisons where
they have to suffer cell raids,’ total isola-
tion and often torture
and beatings " by
guards. One. of the
four (Michele) re-
cently transferred to a
‘normal’ category
prison. Their trial
started on 20 April 98.
They are also being
charged with 3 other
bank robberies in Spain. Send moral sup-
port to these prisoners by writing to:
Michele Pontolillo- Apdo de Correos
33271 Gijon Villabona, As

turias, Spain Giorgio Eduardo Rodriguez-
Centro Peiiitenciario de Badajoz km
7.300, 06061 Badajoz, Spain
Giovamii Barcia & Claudio Lavazza-
Prison provincial de Jaen II, Carrettera
Bailen/Motril km28, 23080 Jaen, Spain

SUPPORT LIBERTARIAN PRIS-
ONER RAFAEL BALLARIN.

(Rafa), is from a small town in North-
em Spain and has no criminal record.
On 1.12.96, while walking through
Madrid, Rafa and his girlfriend were
brutally attacked by a gang of 7 neo-

 

nazi's. They were both knocked to the
floor under a hail of blows from chains,
sticks and boots. Under this assault
Rafa pulled out a small knife and tried
to defend themselves both with it. Rafa
stabbed one of the attackers, who died
instantly. Rafa and his girlfriend man-
aged to run away. Three days later he
was arrested and put in prison. Press
coverage of the incident was limited to
the police version of events where Rafa
was described as a ‘dangerous punk’
who without reason, attacked some
‘helpless students', reducing the whole
incident to a weekend fight. In fact this
is not true at all, these ‘young students'
are in fact an ultra-fascist group and
some have criminal records for similar
attacks. The mortal wound that killed
one of the attackers was only 1cm deep,
which shows that Rafa didn't intend to
kill anyone. In this situation Rafa had
the legitimate right to defend himself
and should be released and completely
acquitted at trial, due to take place this
summer. Send messages of solidarity to:
Rafael Ballarin Bergua- C.P. Madrid
IH, Carretera Pinto-S.Martin de la
Vega km.5., Valdemoro 28.340 (Madrid)
Spain.For more information and copies
of a petition to demand the release of
Rafa please contact:Madrid ABC -
Paseo dc Alberto Palacios, N. 2, 28021
Madrid, Spain.

TURKEY
Osman Murat Ulke ( Ossi) is a Turkish

objector and an active
member of the War Re-
sistors of Izmir (ISKD).
In 1996 he refused to do
his military service and
was arrested by the
Turkish Military Coiut.
After being in prison for
a few months and going
on hunger strike he was
released due to a suc-
cessful protest campaign
both inside and outside
Turkey. Unfortunately 4

months later he was ar-
rested again and sen-
tenced to 10 months for
’desertion', ‘repeated dis-
obedience‘ and
‘discouraging people
from military service‘.
The courts are now try-
ing to jail him for up to
a further 16 years. The
Turkish state, which is

still at war against the Kurdish people,
sees people like Ossi as a threat. They
tried to prevent the spread of his actions
by imprisoning him but already Ossi's
actions have become an alternative model
in the eyes of young people who are also
under the threat of compulsory military
service. Support Ossi by contacting the
Turkish authorities demanding his re-
lease.
The Turkish Consulate- Rutland Lodge,
Rutland Gardens. Knightsbridge. London,
SW7 1BW
Send angry faxes to the following: Prime
Minister of Turkey- +90 312 418 5341
Minister of Justice- + 90 312 417 0476
Ministry of Defence- +90 312 324 4627
Ministry of Interior- +90 312 318 1795

Send words of sup-
fiport to: Osman Mu-

rat Ulke-l Taktik
Hava Kuvvtieri Ko-
muntanligi, Askeri
Cezaevi, 3 Kogug.
Eskisehir. Turkey.
For more info con-

tact: ZAK-c/0 PO Box 2474.. London N8.
(ask for their free newsbulletin Firari)
Tel/Fax: 0181-374-5027. e.rnail-

POLAND
As reported in previous issues of Taking
Liberties, 5 people were convicted last
year for the death of a neo-nazi during
a confrontation between neo-nazi gangs
and local youth of Rodomsko who had
got together to do something about

 : fi_ ____ _. _ __- T , ,, _ flllflfchisi, C01"l$¢i@11¢i01lS these antisocial gangs which had been
terrorising them while the local author-
ities turned a blind eye. We are pleased
to hear that 4 of the 5 have now been
released although one is still in prison
doing 15 years for murder. You can
send letters of support to him at: Tomaz
Wilkoszewski - Zaktad Karny, Ul. Cin-
pagi 1, 03-016 Warsaw, Poland

LATE NEWS
Ali Khalid Abdullah has been moved to
Lakeland Correctional Facility, 141
-First Street, Cold Water M.I. 49036.
USA
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The Anarchist Black Cross is a revolu-
tionary organisation that works towards
the abolition of the prison system as part
of the class struggle. We recognise that
prisons are an integral part of the class
system and vital to the survival of capital-
ism and the preservation of the rich/ the
ruling class. Prisons can only be abolished
as part of a social and economic revolu-
tion that destroys capitalism.

Although wc welcome changes in the
prison system \\-’lllCll makes life easier for
our comrades inside. we know the prison
system cannot be reformed out of exis-
tence. We don't believe we have the solu-
tions. but we are working class people
who have faith in our class to find those
solutions. We have many ideas on how
this can be done. and are willing to work,
discuss and swap ideas with others.

We work with prisoners. their families
and supporters on the outside. to educate
our selves and other working class people
as lo the true reality of prisons. This
excliangc of information is a crucial part
of our work.

We support such prisoners as:
R€\'O|llll0l"l2lf_)'. anarchist. political prison

ers, and other working class people jailed What you can do
for resistance to capitalism, e.g. strikers; Support prisoners. People inside need
People framed by the cops for things they letters of support, visits, money and prac-
haven't done; Prisoners fighting back tical help. Ifyou amt sure how to go about
against the prison system from inside; it, ask for our leaflets on writing to prison-
Working class people jailed as a result of ers and practical support (see back page)
having to break the law to get by 7. People Distribute information and news. The
resisting injustice in their lives, e. g. ABC has leaflets on prisoners casesl
women jailed for killing violent and abu- prison issues. You can also sell copies of
sive partners/rapists, people jailed f0I' Taking Liberties/ tell your mates in side
resisting racist or police attacks. about us,

Subscribe to Taking Liberties; see back
We will not Sllpport page. You can also distribute copies. Or
any one involved in anti-social and op- send ug loadgamoneyl

pressive crime, i.e. rape, child abuse, racist Send us news about prisons or prison-
attacks. OH that b3SiS 3l0l16;CIiITl6 that lS erg; if ygu are inside, drop ug 3 line and
d11d'“"0d<t11g C1355, 68- mugging/bur8131')‘ let us know about conditions, resistance at
of other working class people, in short ygur establishment,
robbing your own.However we recognise

Taking liberties,the destructive effect that life under capi-
talism has on our behaviour. and will con-

C/O PO box 446, Sheffield S1 1NY
Subscription (For -I issues);

The ABC is a national network of local. UK; £3 Udwdgede
and autonomous groups, meaning that £5 waged,
each group is free to carryout work de- £10 O1'831115d119I15-
inanded bv their local situation. However. F91’ Detdlts of‘I, __..

each local group is, as a part of the collec- imdmdddddl $1-lbs
tive. responsible and accountable to the ‘Wild T0;
other member groups. Huddersfield

ABC

sider each case individually.
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