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AUTUMN SAW the Workers
Solidarity Movement devote
much of its energy to the cam-
paign for a ‘No, Yes, Yes’ vote in
the abortion referendum. We
took part in door-to-door leaf-
letting, postering and organis-
ing meetings. :

The main campaign in existence over
the summer was the Repeal the Eighth
Amendment Campaign. Thishad been
formed in the wake of the “X” case to
work for the scrapping of the 1983 anti-
abortion Amendment to the Constitu-
tion. Initially it seemed to have some
potential for bringing large forces to-
gether. Forty two organisations affili-
ated, including the Dublin Council of
Trade Unions and Democratic Left.
Local groups quickly formed in Cork,
Dublin and Waterford.

However few affiliates did anything,
nor did they encourage their members
tojoin the local action groups. Unfortu-
nately the dominant group on REAC
national committee (mainly supporters
of the feminist Womens Coalition)
showed no interest in getting more
people active in the campaign. For
them politics was almost solely about
press conferences and lobbying politi-
cians. As time went on REAC became
little more than a (not very successful)
media group which proved incapable of
attracting new members.

At the second REAC conference the

For Starters

WSM put forward a document address-
ing the problem and making concrete
proposals for a democratic, active cam-
paign. It was passed in its entirety,
with the exception of one minute sec-
tion. In elections to the committee the
WSM got a second member elected.
Threeother activists(all workingon the
issue through the direct actionist Dub-
lin Abortion Information Campaign)
were also successful. Five of the outgo-
ing ‘leaders’also got seats, and the elev-
enth went to a member of the Militant
Socialist group.

Sadly things went from bad to worse.
The majority on the committee still
showed no interest in building an activ-
ist campaign thatcould take arguments
to people in the localities, workplaces
and colleges, and win support. In Dub-
lin REAC became an empty shell, while
the Dublin Abortion Information Cam-
paign attracted the most enthusiatic
and stepped up its activity.

With the announcement of the referen-
dum the WSM decided that there was
little point in remaining on the commit-
tee. The task was to win the arguments
and get the vote out, while winning the
sort of support that will help tobuild a
larger abortion rights campaign as time
goes on. It was not to waste time in a

talk-shop which did next to nothing. Two
other committee members took the same
decision and all four resigned.

A broad umbrella group of campaigners,
political groups, family planning clinics,
womens organisations and students - the
Alliance for Choice - was formed shortly
after. This won the support of both the
activists and of the remnants of REAC. In
the next issue of Workers Solidarity we
will look at the campaigns, the problems
that arose, the things that worked and
those that didn’t, the referendum, and the
plans for taking the abortion rights
struggle forward.
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Anarchists from Belfast, Cork, Dublin,
Fermoy and Wexford met together in
September for a weekend series of discus-
sions (and much socialising!) between the
WSM, other anarchists and people inter-
ested in our politics. Issues covered in-
cluded ways to combat sectarianism in
the North, feminism or anarchism?,
whether an anarchist federation wouldbe
a good thing in today’s Ireland, anarchist
attitudes to crime & punishment, and
more. If you weren’t able to attend but
would like to see the papers presented to

" the meeting, just send £1 to ‘Summer

Meeting’, P.O.Box 1528, Dublin 8 and the
documents will be yours.

THAT'S
CAPITALISM

Shumon Miura, former Japanese Min-
ister of Culture, made a revealing com-
ment about his government’s attitudes
when he said “men should be strong
enough to rape women”. In spite of
fierce protests from womens organisa-
tions he was appointed chair of the
Toyko Board of Education.

REREXR

In 1991 26 county social welfare fraud’
was estimated at £6.8 million. In the
same year £2.5 billion was owed in
unpaid taxes.

*kRER
An MP of the Front National in the

Alsace region of France is among three
fascists charged with producing a

counterfeit edition of a daily paper in
Strasbourg. The forgery was full of
racist and anti-semitic statements.

kRERR

Even after providing for bad debts of
£72 million and £90.2 million respec-
tively, the Bank of leland and AIB turned
in six monthly pre-tax profits of £65.8m
and £95.6m. These are the same banks
who could not “afford” to conceed the
IBOA pay claim only a few months ago.

TREERR

A citizen of the French town of Cher-
bourg, while veritying that household
appliances were not radioactive, with
the help of a radiometer, discovered

strong radioactivity coming from a party
wall. On the other side the OTECMI
company was storing radioactive ele-
ments for the control of joint welds. The
dose seeping into the neighbour’s home
was 400 times the permitted level.
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Donald Coleman was recently sentenced
to 19 years and 8 months(!) in prison for
tossingamolotoveocktailintoa 7-Eleven
store on April 30, the second night of
rioting in Los Angeles. Coleman was
sentenced by Superior Judge Nancy
Brown. Coleman was the first of nearly
8,000 people arrested during the LA riots
to be sentenced.




Famine in Somalia

It's not a natural disaster

It's murder

THE FAMINE in Somalia has
once again focussed attention
on the problems of the less de-
veloped countries. Much of the
response to the crisis is a short
term onein the form offood aid.
Howeverinorder to understand
the causes of this and other
faminesin Africaitis necessary
to trace back the roots of the
problemto colonisation and im-

perialism.

It is necessary to focus on the po-
litical,economic and social policies
pursued in post-colonial times
which perpetuate recurring fam-
ineand crisis. Therole ofthe World
Bank and the International Mone-
tary Fund are crucial in under-
standing what isreally happening.

Most of the misery and famine which is
unfoldingin Africa today hasits rootsin
imperialism, in the colonisation of Afri-
can countries by European armies and
business interests. Before the inva-
sions the peoples of Africa were primar-
ily subsistence farmers, huntersortrad-
ers; though there werealsosome highly
developed civilisations that have been
written out of the history books. It is
truethatin the pastthere were droughts
but vast numbers of people did not
starve.

because forests were far more extensive
than they are now. Forests tend to
stabilise rainfall patterns and also
minimise the damage caused by floods
in the rainy season.

Imperialism smashed the traditional
African cycle of agriculture by demand-
ing that Africans pay taxes in cash.
This meant growing crops for sale on
national and international markets.

The 20th century has seen a huge ex-
pansion in the acreage devoted to grow-
ing cash crops such as tea, coffee, cot-
ton, rubber, cocoa, and ground nuts.
Today much of the most fertile land in
Africaisgrowingcash crops. Halfof the
food growing land in Senegal is growing
peanuts for Western margarine firms.
Cash crops involve intensive cultiva-
tion and the extensive use of fertilisers
which has led to land degradation, an
increasein desert areas and the poison-
ing of the water table. The bulk of ex-
ternal debt in Africa isowed to Western
governments.

Slavery and the damage it did to Africa
is asignificant factor in the underdevel-
opment and poverty which is never
acknowledged by Western countries.
Between 1701 and 1810 more than six
million Africans were transported to
the Americas to provide free labour for
large farmers and businessmen. This

continued on page 4
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There are two main
reasons for this,
firstly African agri-
culture was much
morediversethanit
is now. People
planted a variety of
crops so that if one

were more drought-
resistant survived. 9- of State
Today most of the
land is given over to G-
growing cash crops
for export to pay off ‘
crippling debts to 31
Western banks. The

Worldwide
18- Abundance of
Grain
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second reason why
droughts werenot so
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Election
fever

HERE IT COMES, there it
goes. Another doling out of
our share of “democracy”.
Where will we put our ‘X’. Who
do we want to rule us for
another five years? The an-
swer for anarchists to this

question is easy, nobody.

The right to the vote was part of the
hard won struggles of workers (and
suffragettes!) over the last couple of
hundredyears. Eventhe most flawed
democracies are forced to concede
rightsthat dictatorships donot,such
as relative independence for trade
unions, the right to limited d¢ 10n-
strations and a certain amount of
free speech.

And Lm going to het
L”mrwrofmu«%sm

by worring within the
system!

thod uf J\,u'ogmg
| soctety - 1k
. but /C pays welll! J=

Howeveritisclearthatnoneofthese
are absolutes, as anti-trade union
legislation like the Industrial Rela-
tions Act, Section 31 of the Broad-
casting Act, and the refusal to allow
nationalist marches into Belfast city
centre adequately demonstrate.

The real purpose of Leinster House is
not to ensure the country is run ac-
cording tothe wishesof all the people,
cherishing all their views equally.

continued on page 5
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