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Meaningful action, for revolutionaries, is whatever increases the
conýdence, the autonomy, the initiative, the participation, the
solidarity, the equalitarian tendencies and the self-activity of the
masses and whatever assists in their demystification. Sterile and
harmful action is whatever reinforces the passivity of the masses,
their apathy, their cynicism, their differentiation through
hierarchy, their alienation, their relianceon others to do things for
them and the degree to which they can therefore be manipulated
by others ~ð even by those allegedly acting on their behalf.
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NELIIOME T0 THE SEC()ND ISESUE
OF THE CLYDESIDE ANARCHIST_. THE
CONTRIBUTORS AHE HEv0LuTI0HAH1Es
INVOLVED IN THE "CLYDESIDE AHAH-
CHISTS" OR TH0sE HITH PAST 00HH-
ECTIONS.

THE JOURNAL MILL c0HE OUT 0uAHTE-
RLY a is 1HTEH0E0 As A FORUM FOR
01scuss1H0 10EAs AH0 STRATEGIES
FOR AHAH0H1sT 1HTEHvEHT10H. 0H A
LOCAL LEVEL, THIS ACTIVITY IS
LINKED T0 THE REGULAR APPEARANCE
OF PRACTICAL ANARCHY, NHICH USUA-
LLY APPEARS As A EHEE HEHssHEET
0H As A APAGE "TABLOID" NEWSPAPER
(10p + postage). OVER THE PAST 2
YEARS, OVER 90,000 HAVE BEEN FREE-
LY DISTRIBUTED 1H FACTORIES, OTHER
NORKPLACES,BROOS, 0EH0HsTHATT0Hs s
OTHER EVENTS.
LETTERS OR ARTICLES ARE POSITIVELY
REQUESTED - ALTHOUGH NE CANNOT
GUARANTEE PUBLICATION . NE NILL
REPLY TO ANY OUESTIONS AND CRITIC-
ISMS YOU MAY NISH TO RAISE.

INDIVIDUALS ASSOCIATED NITH THE
"CLYDESIDE ANARCHISTS" HAVE PROD-
UCED A NUMBER OF PAMPHLETS OVER
THE PAST FEN YEARS C THERE ARE
STILL A FEN LEFT OE:ð

ART 8 ANARCHISM by Farquhar McLay.
THE END OF MUSIC; both 30p+POSTAGE.

INDEPENDENT LOCAL HEHsHEETs ARE
DISTRIBUTED IN VARIOUS AREAS:-
ÄLAcH BAIRN IN FALKIRK;
LITTLE av LITTLE - EDINBURGH;

REFUSE , from EAST KILBRIDE,
SPRINGBURN FOLLIES, From Glasgow,

_ .__._;;_._._ . -I-__.__

TOEJAM IN KILMARNOCK,
and NEST END gglMES in Glasgow.
THERE HAVE ALSO BEEN IN THE RECENT
PAST PUBLICATIONS IN PAISLEY(GUTT
EHPHEss), AsEH0EEH(s00vEHs1vE GRAF--
ITTI), GLASGOW ART SCHOOL C BY OUR
COMRADES IN CASTLEMILK.

NE HAVE CONTACT NITH A NUMBER OF
NATIONALLY C INTERNATIONALLY ORGAN-
ISED NETNORKS INCLUDING:-
INTERCOM, PUBLISHES A DISCUSSION

JOURNAL t HOLDS CONFERENCES;
01HE0T AcT10H MOVEMENT, AHAH0H0-
SYNIDICALIST GROUP LINKED T0 THE
1.H.A. FEDERATION OF UNIONS/GROUPS.
t THE ANARCHIST BLACK 0H0ss,E0H
REVOLUTIONARY PH1s0HEHsÄ'sT0P THE
CITY,anti-militarist actiBh_in_~_
EITTEs 2 ANARCHOèFEMINIST HETH0HH.
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No doubt the argument for
a 35 hour week will raise its
head again after the present
Tniners dispute has finished
(eh?). I have no doubt that
the '35 hours'_wnll get a lot of
support and this 1S why_I am
writing down_my opposition to
it - before it's too late!

On the surface a 35 hour week
seems a rosy proposition, but
looking a bit deeper we see
that it is the workers who are
asking the bosses for nore leniency.
By bargaining wnth the bosses we're
accepting their control over
production. It wþll otbring T
into question the wrongs
of the wage system. In fact it's

OUR ACTIVITY HAS BEEN STEPPED
UP HITH THE PRESENT MINERS
sTH1HE t RECENTLY A HQTQAE
gig SUPPORT GROUP HAs BEEN
ESTABLISHED TO FUNDRAISE FOR
MINING COMMUNITIES.

IH THE FUTURE HE HOPE T0 OPEN OUR
0HH ANARCHIST_CENTRE, BASE FOR ACTð
IVIlY,PRINlING~EWLITERATURE. HE
HILL ALSO BE PUBLISHING:-
ANARCHISM -THE CLYDESIDE ANARCH-
ISTS POCKET GUIDE , 30p + POSTAGE.
ARTICLES IN THE JOURNAL REFLECT THE
v1EHP01HT OF THE AuTH0H a ARE H0T
NECESSARILY THE COLLECTIVE
ViôNPOINT OF THE CLYDESIDE
AHAH0HTsTs. I
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re-inforcing the theory that
workers accept that capitalists
have every right to exclusive
ownership of the factories.
The 35 hour week has all the
promi se of a cut in working
hours without a loss in wages.
So far, so good! But there is no
chance of the bosses accepting a
loss in production. We're just
going to have to log our guts out
to produce the sane as before, Tn
a shorter tine for the sane
anount of money.
As workers, we Hust look past
the narrow vision of going ócan
in handó asking the bosses for
Hore concessions. As workers we
should we should try, at any
lengths, to gain 'controló of the
factori es /workpl aces . Once prod-
uction is in the hands of the
producers (ie the workers) the
need for excessive, useless toi-
ling will beno Eó.-ôlOYóú 1! 0

In this instance there will
be no need for the wage syshan,
there will be no need for such a
thing as the '35 hour weekô .
All this may sound, dare I say
it, utopian - the reason for this
is, because to host people it is
a dream ð & only when people
take their dreans for reality
will this whole cess-pit of a
system change !

A E Gally:



Only someone with the corr-
upt illusions oi a politic-
ian could deny that society
is rotting, and that all
social relationships and
traditional consciousness
are collapsing all around
us. Everyone knows this. As
we stand frozen between the
technological era and the
information age, the TV set
would appear to be the
social glue that holds the
decaying fabric of this
society together.
Our present era is charact-
erised by the possibility
of material satisfaction
for all. Marxó ósociety of
productionó has been sur-
passed by the society of
consumption. Increased
speed of life means inc-
reased speed of consumption.
Consumerism has heralded
it's entry, like the New
Messiah, into the modern
city, and millions upon
millions of contenders for
happiness are camped at
it's-gates.
with the promise of mater-
ial prosperity, people were
impatient to satisfy their
needs, and the search for
novelty has become the all-
encompassing brand X of
post WN 2 psychology. How-
ever, the setback in all
this material gluttony has
been óthe massesó inability
to adapt their psychology,
thought and reflexes to the
era of advanced technology.
Overwhelmed with new gadgets
to play with and new things
to consume, the modern
person has become a train-
ed consumer, ever ready to
fetch the stick at the beck
-and-call of the ruling
class(admen, politicians,
management, scientists,
and technocrats).
As the system of production
and consdmption is becoming
technically and intellectu-

IL
ally more and more complex,
it only continues to funct-
ion with the active(passive?
and willing assistance of
those very people whose
personalities are being
eradicated.

Since óthose very peopleó
are the ones with no con-
trol over the space-time
that dominates their daily
lives ð the proletariat,
shall we say - then perhaps
one of the functions of the
anarchist today is that of
de-mystification agent; to
expose the people, instit-
utions, processes of thought
and behaviour that maintain
a veil over what is 'realó,
and to make it clear to
others that we would be all
the more wiser and happier
without such moribund values
It is not enough just to
take away people's basic
securities and leave them
with the unbearable misery
of thinking about their own
impoverishment, but to act
for a recognition of anarc-
hist ideas, ideas that are
lying dormant in the heart
of humanity's subconscious.
Unseen and most of the time
unheard, such ideas are in
harmony with the anarchists
desire to transform the
world. It is a task also of
exposing and overcoming the
alienations which all too -
often the individual will
bury him/herself in, and

the more conformist he or
she will become, and tge

) more difficult it DECOLGS
to be coherently critical
of the garbage that clutt-
ers up our daily lives. It
is a task of illustrating
through our own organisat-
ions the ability, confide-
nce and the gains of confr-
onting the things that, as
Reich would put it, ñthe
individual has had to rep-
ress within themselves to
put up with their own
brutalisationñ.
Today, despite the over-
production of goods, the
quality of life remains
untouched. Technology, as
it is today, reduces
people's creativity, turns
us into isoiated consumers,
where communication is
nothing more than the glim-
pse of a reflection in the
TV screen. In the bombard-
nent of advertisements that
persuade us that we can be
really happy with a walnut
Whip or a Barratt home,
real life is cruelly absent
where people have become
consumers of hollow dreams,
subordinated to the commod-
ity, communication is diff-
icult, but not impossible
in a time when an ever- i
increasing number of people
are becoming dissatisfied
with what the system hands
out as existence.
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He have to reject the comm-
odity, from looting to sab-
otage, every little act
that undermines consumerism
and replaces false needs
with human superiority over
commodities should be en-
couraged. Only by kicking
back until it breaks, does
the system's bankruptcy
become evident. Once the
question ówhy payó is asked,
the system lies open to
criticism and alteration.
It is time to start taking
political decisions instead
of economic purchases.
In the mass consumer socie-
ty, the price you pay for
survival means subordinat-
ion to commodity values _
ihere everything becomes an

oTject. The society of
consumption would like all
its citizens to believe
that if they wait long
enough and remain silent,
then one day we will be
able to participate in
the prosperity and happ-
iness of modern civilisat-
ion. But alas, the system
is a drug without kicks;
the more you take the
further you are from real
-xperiehce.

O yhalcolm D.
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THERE has always beenoa diversity
of views and perhaps some ambival-
ence by anarchists to the question
of organisation. Much contemporary
discussion has been based on rather
facile premises which has as its em-
bodying principle ignorance and
anti-intellectualism, within some
sectors of anarchism eulogised as a
virtue.

Revolutionary Anarchists have
found it difficult therefore to refute
the notionthat anarchism implies
disorder and disunity. Our poverty
however is no-t one of philosophy
but one of practise.

Organisation is the practice of
co-operation and of solidarity with
other peop'le.TI do not imply a mono-
lithic static form of organisation but
one in constant change as desires
and aspirations change - a fluid and
voluntary network of organisation,
an association for a specific pur-
pose which is a necessary aspect of
social life - not as an end in itself.

If we do not organise laterally with
other people there is an over-riding
tendency that people will organise
anyway, not as a voluntary act but
as a hierarchical imposition. This
oppressive tendency has at its very
basis the unwillingness or inability
of people to agree on organisation
whether for production, pleasure or
defence. A

In practise, the irony is that there
has been a tendency for anarchist
anti-organisationists to organise with
those whom they are in agreement!
Isolation always implies impotence
of change through a sterility of
ideas ( capitalism is quite adept at
managing óalternativeô life styles -
in fact it positively encourages T
them - reinforcing the democratic
myth) .

_ Anarchists do not follow or organ-
ise around men or women or central
coniniittees. We organise around
ideas and rebel against the notion
that a principle can be eulogised A
by any leader, expert, cadre... A

Anarchists must realise that the
State gains its legitsiniacy through
disorganisation. Community and
State are distinct polarities. For
the State to be strong the commun-
ity must be divided and isolated.
The State has taken over from both
the individual and the community
the communal responsibilities that
give life an extended "dimension,
an essence of fellowship and comm-
unity both locally and internation-
ally. ,

We are being slowly strangled by
paternalistic authority in the guise
of the Welfare State, the reality
being that as the State cumulatively
centralises all social and political
functions, inthe process it detaches
the individual from their whole life
process.

If anarchists can gain anEunder-
standing of the state, its dynamics,
machinations and indeed very subtle
forms of working the need for organ-
isation is more imperative. A

What takes away liberty and
makes any initiative. impossible is
the isolation which renders one
powerless - as community is eroded
the State gains its historical valid-
ity and necessity.

-The answer does not lie in the
abolition of organisation but in the
growing consciousness and respon-
sibility of each individual member.

The origin and justification for
authority lies in social disorganis-
ation- a tyranny of structureless-
ness. Anarchists have been accused
that their view of a society organi s-
ed in a decentralised basis would
lead to a fragmentation of society.

Indeed decentralisation will mean
the fragmentation of the State lead-
ing to a strengthening of society and
the social bonds among people.But
social fragmentation is based on
isolation and dis organis ation. If we
are to start resisting the social '
atomisation of modern communities
into isolated individuals reliant and
prostrate to authority personified
by policeman or social worker we
Trust recognise that organisation is
the antidote for authority with each
individual taking a more active and
conscious part in collective work.
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