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WAPPING was a more or
less forgotten area of
London until Murdoch
moved in with his scabs. His
fortress stands in the former
London dockland, which is
now being developed into
private and luxurious flats in
old warehouses and a tourist
complex for the rich at the
nearby St Katherine's dock.

These are the words of a
resident of Wapping.
Picketing has been going on
for months, and support

from miners and  other
groups  throughout  the
country has been  iner-
casing.

There have been many
demos including some

organised by local residents
who have been angered at the
way TNT (Murdoch’s
distribution company) lorries
have been allowed to use
Wapping’s narrow streets,
which has resulted in the injury
of children.

Resistance has been kept up
and the plant at Wapping is
virtually under constant
picketing - although generally
Murdoch’s paper (Sun, Times,
Sunday Times, News of the
World) are getting out on time.
On some nights the papers are
held up for hours. The
following is only things which
we have heard about and no
doubt there are countless
numbers which go unreported.

Feb 11th - TNT set up an
incident room to report
attacks, and intimidation of
their scabs.

13th Two TNT lorries’
windscreen’s smashed - police
bricked and papers held up for
two hours.

15th - 5,000 pickets. 58 arrests
after police charge crowd with
horses. Riot cops with snatch
squads meet resistance in the
form of ‘‘public control
barriers” and hand to hand
fighting. A lorry ambushed in
Fulham and windscreen
smashed. Scab driver escapes
- with minor injuries.

16th - Arsonists against
Murdoch burn a shops quota

of News International Sunday
papers.

19th - Scab vans smashed,
police buses ambushed and
scaffolding used to block a
road.

March 8th - Thousands of
women march on International
Women's Day. 5 lorries have
windscreens  smashed, also
police bus with with scabs and
Murdoch's Mercedes

12¢h - Two piekets impured by
scab vans at Wapping.

15th - Picket of 6,000 at
Wapping. Pickets rock the iron
fence until it collapses, but
crowds pushed back by police
supported by ot cops and
horse pigs. After the demo a
‘roving picket” was formed and
held the papers up for 5 hours.

Earlier in the day 30
residents of Wapping march to
Murdoch’s plant chanting
“lorries out of Wapping”'.

16th - Two scab vans in
Brentwood, Essex had
flammable liquid poured over
them and set alight. Both vans
were destroyed.

21st - 400
Wapping march to Murdoch’s
plant and hand in a petition,

Two coachloads of pickets
arrive in Cardiff to picket the
local TNT depot, joined by
miners and numbers increase
to 300.

22nd - Three lorries have
their windscreens smashed.
Murdoch’s ‘white vans’ had
been ambushed and papers
were seen scattered over the
road.

April 6th - Police come
under attack with bottles and
stones and returned with riot
gear and horse pigs. 15 - 20,000
take part in demo at Wapping.
A fence was pulled down but
police arrive on scene to save
Murdoch’s plant. At night
police get even with snatch
squads and injure a small girl
who was on the picket.
~ 8th - Dozen of ‘white vans’
kept in all night at Brookbank
Park by pickets harrassing
scabs and police.

9th - A march of 1500 arrive
at Wapping. Police try to arrest
pickets but are met with
resistance.

residents of

12th - Two lorries have
windscreens smashed. Horse

OVERSHADOWING all other events,
the US bombing of Libyan cities has
brought home to millions of workers
worldwide the everpresent threat of
WAR.

The protests throughout Europe,
and even in a few US cities such as
Boston have symbolised that a large
minority are prepared to voice their
concern in opposition to US military
might.

There s o widespread perception that
US nalhitary mtervention has been revived
and that the attempts to wipe out Gadalfi
and destabilise the Islamic regime are a
U SRR s LW T e
scenario for what is to follow. The acclaim
within the US for the invasion of Girenada
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has been restated to further pressurine
Nicarapgua, Blsewhere the CLA haw been
fleximg s muscles i the chanpe ol
regimes in Hait and the Philippines.

In the Middle East the root cause for
the escalating mayhem is the Israeli State.
5 million Palestinians have been uprooted
from their country of origin or subjugated
in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.
‘State Sponsored Terrorism’ knows no
equal in Israel, as the aftermath of the
invasion of Lebanon so vividly shows. US
policy is now openly working in tandem
with Zionist ¢xpansionist aims, and no
longer pays attention to the misery of the
Palestinian camps or the
internecine multiple conflicts in
Lebanon.

Armed Palestinian groups saw in
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17th - Picket of Luton TNT
disrupted and no papers left
the plant:all night. Police tried
to push back picket line, but it with
held. TNT drivers talked of

airline hijacks a ‘necessar evil’, the
means to capture media coverage in an
age when the spectacular takes
precedence over mass involvement. As its
most vocal supporter, Libya has been
singled out as the ‘bad guy’ which ‘Uncle
Sam’ can put right with the aid of a few
bombs and shellings. Terroristic acts
should be abandoned in favour of mass
civil disobedience in the occupied areas
and shift attention to the inevitable brutal
response which the Zionist State would
administer. Opposition to militarism by

Asracelis  opposed to Zionism will be

strengthened by uniting with Palestinian

PERC SRR OY S o) T -

mass resistance.

The bombmgs also occur at o time
when the economic power ol the Onl
Producing States have been dimmished
with revenues slashed to one fifth of 1981
levels and the US superpower was assured
that Arab outcry would remain precisely
that: rhetoric! But would subsequent
strikes at Libya, or say Lebanon meet
with the same response in the Arab and
Soviet blocs?

Hence the alarm at the British
Government’s active conivance at the

igrowing threat of World War III. The

bases of the superpowers must be
challenged through sustained opposition
that goes beyond symbolic gestures of
peace to mobilise a working class
response to militarism, and in this way the
fate of Europe and revolution are

interlinked!

lorries bricked, scab car
ambushed. Police try snatch
squad tactics again but are met
resistance. Sat. night
picketing still suffering since

pigs trap pickets (men, women
and children) against railings
at Wapping, screaming abuse.
Pickets were harrassed and
stretched and scabs had to run
a gauntlet to arrive at work.

14th - 300/400 people picket
the old ‘Times’ building in
Grays Inn Road, where scabs
still operate. Police were
harrassed and stretched and
scabs had to run a gauntlet to
arrive at work.

16th - 1,500 picket Wapping
after a march and rally.
Resistance to police snatch
squads is increasing as police
try to arrest pickets.

having a day of action!

-18th - Transport and
General Workers Union
stewards hostile to 60 pickets
who try and make contact with
drivers at Convoys Wharf,
Deptford. Some delay to
papers. At Wapping, a resident
had the windows of his car
smashed by the police, who
then dragged him out of his car
and beat him up, until pickets
intervened. Picket of 150
stayed all night supported by
unemployed.

19th - Saturday night again.
3,000 pickets -supported by
Lesbian and Gay Printers. Two

TUC day of (in)Action!
25th - At 9 am 500/600
pickets from the Cleaners
chapel, surged through police
barriers and take control of
the main gate at Wapping for
30 mins. A mixture of police re-
inforcements and a SOGAT
official who was worried about
the women’s safety (!) ended
this most significant piece of
direct action yet.
May Day - 2,000 take part in
the most effective midweek
Wapping picket so far. Fierce
clashes with the police.
May 3rd - The biggest yet
cont. page 2, col. 1












