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WAPPING was a more or
less forgotten area of
London until Murdoch
moved in with his scabs. His
fortress stands in the former
London dockland, which is
now being developed into
private and luxurious þats in
old warehouses and ii tourist
complex for the rich at the
nearby St Kathcrineôs dock.

These are the words of a
resident of Wapping.
Picketing has been going ea
for months, and support
from miners and other
groups tliiouglioiit the
country has In-cu incló-
easing.

There have been many
demos including some
organised by local residents
who have been angeredó at the
way TNT '(Murdochôs
distribution company) lorries
have been allowed to use
Wappingôs narrow streets,
which has resulted in the injury
of children.

Resistance has been kept up
and the plant at Wapping is
virtually under constant
picketing - although generally
Murdochôs paper (Sun, Times,
Sunday Times, News of the
World) are getting out on time.
On some nights the papers are
held t up for hours. The
following is only things which
we have heard about and no
doubt there are countless
numbers which go unreported.

Feb llth - TNT set up an
incident room to report
attacks, and intimidation of
their scabs.

13th Two TNT lorriesô
windscreenôs smashed - police
bricked and papers held up for
two hours.
15th ~ 5,000 pickets. 58 arrests

after police charge crowd with
horses. Riot cops with snatch
squads meet resistance in the
form of ñpublic control
barriersò and hand to hand
fighting. A lorry ambushed in
Fulham and windscreen
smashed. Scab driver escapes
with minor injuries.

16th - Arsonists against
Murdoch burn a shops quota
. -' .....,
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of News International Sunday
papers.

19th - Scab vans smashed,
police buses ambushed and
scaffolding used to block a
road.

March 8th - Thousands of
women march on lntcrnzitional
Women's Dav. 5 lorries have
WllltlHt'I'tó(ólIH snuisliril, also
|in|it'r' bus with with HióilltH uiul
l\/|t|ltlntó|i's Mi'lit'i|i's

lltli ~ ól'wo puiltcls iniuri-il by
scab vans at Wapping.

15th - Picket of 6,000 at
Wasaiaa. Baskets reek the it-as
fence until it collapses, but
Hiiwils |i|lshctl l)lltól\' lay |io|ii't'
supportcil by not trips uiul
lliusc |iigs, /\llt'| the ilcliui ll
óroving picketó was |'o| llltót.l and
held thc papers up lor 5 hours.

Earlier in the day 30
residents of Wapping march to
Murd0chôs plant chanting
ñlorries out of Wappingò.

16th - Two scab vans in
Brentwood, Essex had
þammable liquid poured over
them and set alight. Both vans
were destroyed.

21st ~ 400 residents of
Wapping march to Murdoch's
plant and hand in a petition.

Two coachloads of pickets
arrive in Cardiff to picket the
local TNT depot, joined by
miners and numbers increase
to 300. . ó

22nd - Three lorries have
their windscreens smashed.
Murdochôs ówhite vansô had
been ambushed and papers
were seen scattered over the
road.

April 6th - Police come
under attack with bottles and
stones and returned with riot
gear and horse pigs. 15 - 20,000
take part indemo at Wapping.
A fence was pulled down but
police arrive on scene to save
Murdochôs plant. At night
police get even with snatch
squads and injure a small girl
who was on the picket.

' 8th - Dozen of ówhite vansô
kept in all night at Brookbank
Park by pickets harrassing
scabs and police.

9th - A march of 1500 arrive
at Wapping. Police try to arrest
pickets but are met with
resistance.

(IN

f OVERSHADOWING all other events,
the US bombing of Libyan citieshas

WAR.  

I Boston have symbolised that a large
minority arc prepared to voice their
concern in opposition to US military
might.

Ills uiilituiv iiiti-ivi-iitioii has
and that the aitciupts to Wl|)Ló out (iadal'Iôi
and dc-stabilise the Islamic regime are a
.f'1l'\l"\Ä\(\1ýóúI'\ "T/\óI4IIóIt\(ól":.f1'+l'\pt'\I1t\IiI f\l\I\1f\:-óQo\

- . scenario for what 1S to follow. The acclaim
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rcgiiiics in llaili and thc Philippiiics.
I ln the Middle East the root cause for

-1 ' the escalating mayhem is the Israeli State.

in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.
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t Lebanon.
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brought home to millions of workers
worldwide the everpresent threat of

The protests throughout Europe,
= and even in a few US cities such as

lllt'ltó is at w|ili's|i|i';|i| |u.óli'i'|illin'I llttll

~ 5 million Palestinians have been uprooted
from their country of origin or subjugated

I óState Sponsored Terrorismô knows no
1 equal in Israel, as the aftermath of the

5 invasion of Lebanon so vividly shows. US
I I policy is now openly working in tandem

I with Zionist expansionist aims, and no
longer pays attention to the misery ofthc
Palestinian refugee camps or the
internecinc multiple conflicts in

Armed Palestinian groups saw in

STATES SPONSOR
ERRORISM

airline. hijacks a ónecessary evilô, the
means to capture media coverage in an
age V when the spectacular takes
precedence over mass involvement. As its

t most vocal supporter, Libya has been

I

l1tótóll icvivcil

I
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llcxiiig its iiiiisrlt-.~. III tltc t"llilll}!tô ol

mass I-®sisiiiii®®.

singled out as the óbad guyô which óUncle
Samô can put right with the aid of a few
bombs and shellings. Terroristic acts
should be abandoned in favour of mass
civil disobedience in the occupied areas
and shill attention to the inevitable brutal
icspoiisc which the 7.ionist State would
iulniinislci". Opposition to niilitarism by
lsruelis opposed to Zionism will beó
strengthened by uniting with Palestinian

withinllicUH|'ortlicinv;|sionoljtircnutla |||i' lioiiiliitigs also orciii at it time
has litótólI ltñ.lllltóil in llllllltól |i|c'isii|iso wltrtt the ('t'tIlltillllt' |HlWtól ul the (til

l'iodtuiii|.; Htiitcs have lwrii tlllIllllHllt*tl
. with icvciiiics sliislml to one liltli ol |ó)Hl

lcvcls and the US superpower wasassurcd
that Arab outcry would remain precisely
that: rhetoric! But would subsequent
strikes at Libya, or say Lebanon meet
with the same response in the Arab and
Soviet blocs?

Hence the alarm at the British s
Governmentôs active conivance at the

igrowing threat of World War III. The
bases of the superpowers must be
challengcd through sustained opposition
that goes beyond symbolic gestures of
peace to mobilise a working class
response to militarism, and in this way the
fate of Europe and revolution are
interlinked!

- ~--- ""' - - -- _ ...._. ð "ñó ---.-- - ----' - , - __ ó\ _|-~_t.1.> .

017th Picket of Luton TNT lorries bricked, scab car
ñ disrupted and no papers left

12th - Two lorries have
windscreens smashed. Horse
pigs trap pickets (men, women
and children) against railings
at Wapping, screaming abuse.
Pickets were harrassed and
stretched and scabs had to run
a gauntlet to arrive at work.

14th ~ 300/400 people picket
the old óTimesô building in
Grays Inn Road, where scabs
still operate. Police were
harrassed and stretched and
scabs had to run a gauntlet to
arrive at work. I

16th - 1,500 picket óWapping
after a march and rally.
Resistance to police snatch
squads is increasing as police
try to arrest' pickets.

the plant=all night. Police tried
to push back picket line, but it
held. TNT drivers talked. of
having a day of action!
'l8th - Transport and

General Workers Union
stewards hostile to 60 pickets
who try and make contact with
drivers at Convoys Wharf,
Deptford. Some delay to
papers. At Wapping, a resident
had the windows of his car
smashed by the police, who
then dragged him out of his car
and beat him up, until ópickets
intervened. -Picket of 150
stayed all night supported by
unemployed. .

19th ~ Saturday night again.
__.f5_,0j(_)0 pickets -supported by

Lesbian and Gay Printers. TWO

ambushed. Police try snatch
squad tactics again but are met
with resistance. Sat. night
picketing still suffering since
TUC day of (in)Action!

25th - At 9 am 500/600
pickets from the Cleaners
chapel, surged through police
barriers and take control of
the main gate at Wapping for
30 mins. A mixture ofpolice re-
inforcements and a SOGAT
official who was worried about
the womenôs safety (l) ended
this most significant piece of
direct action yet.
May Day - 2,000 take part in
the most effective midweek
Wapping picket so far. Fierce
clashes with the police.
May 3rd ~ The biggest yet

cont. page 2, col. I
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MURDOCI~IôS sacking _- of
6,000 News Intertnaticnal
printworkers has an
importance far beyond
Wapping. If heôs successful
many other employers could
follow his lead. The state
realise the high stakes - the
might of the legal system and
thelpolice are being thrown
against the strikers.
Victory for the printers
would be a victory for all
working class people - and a
big step towards such a
victory would be other
workers striking in unison
with the N.I. strikers. The
N.I. strikers themselves
need to directly approach
workers who might ótake
such action. . *  

For example ñthe other
national neyvspaper print-
w 0 r k e r s have good reason. ta"
join an all-out strike. They too
are undcrattack. A

The Telegraph ~ management
want a legally binding 110+
strike ódeal, the A right to
temporarily lay off employees,
the right to control the supply
of labour and to transferstaff.
And the want to cut the. Y
London protlilclion staff by
m-nrly it hull

Meanwhile, at the Guardian
management also want Ia
legally binding agreement,
which would outlaw industrial
action before the end of an
elaborate procedure. Plus a
pay rise of only 3ó/2%, and job
cuts through non-replacement

Printers if and jouiiialists atf A
the Express and Dally Mirror
have alreadyhad job losses and
worse conditions 0 .

STOPPING WAPPING A
cont. from front page
Saturday marches converge on
Wapping. Picket reports ñFor
3 hours there was constant
violence as riot squads, horses
and ordinary cops charged the
pickets again and again...
Pickets counter-charged using
bricks, scaffolding and
anything to hand. Wives of
printworkers were again in the
thick of the actionò.

Most of this info comes from
óPicketô c./o 628 Tottenham
High Road, N17, London. It is
compiled by actual pickets and
contributions/solidarity are

United strike action across
Fleet Street could stop the
workers getting picked off one
by one. But the SQGAT and
{NGA trade union leaders are
willing to accept virtually
anything, as long as the Prim
unions still have some kind Of
mcoginition. The union bossesô
main. concern is to maintain
their own important positionô
alldpp keep those union dues

At News International the
union leaders have been
conducting secret negotiations
with Murdoch. Theyôve put
forward proposals for a virtual
no-strilcc deal, whereby either
the unions or the employer
could call for binding
arbitration. The union
proposals also give manage-è
meat, the right to control
staffing levclS- I

 500 striking N.I. clerical
workers denounced these
union proposals at a meeting in
late April - but to really
gtpp the union leadersô
sabotage the strikers will have
to take the struggle totally into
their own hands.

Further skullduggery ð as we
write the union leaders are
seriously considering Mur-
doch's latest offer. This

involves the unions having his
old Grayôs Inn Road plant
and Ã15 million compensation
.. in return for completely
calling off the struggle at
Wapping. To accept it would
be a real mistake.è

r Any-new paper started by
the unions would still face all
the pressuresô oft the profit
economy. The pro-establish-
ment,Ec0nfamist estimates that
the new paper could only
~*efficiently" employ around
1,000 printworkers. The rest
would ha rm the tlnlr. llluso
working would have to exploit
themselves in order to stay in

lwqtli. The enemy is not only
the individual exploitcr like
Murdoch, but the whole
exploiting system whereby
production is for profit, not
human neeQ_-_____,-.

I NICKED T
r Union sabotage also
operates on the picket line
itself I - originally
refusing to call any kind of
mass picket, this was left to
individual Print chapels, telling
miners they are not welcome
on pickets. iBrenda Dean
blaming ñoutside agitatorsò
(yawn!) for the violence and on
other occasions attempting to
lead people away from the
picket lines to listen to boring
speeches. Top stewards
collaborating with the police,
grassing people up and getting
them nicked

Also ndfdworthy is the
seemingly divisive way the
unions have organised the
pickets and marches at
Wapping, most being called
and organised on different

0

IT COULD
NEVER HAPPEN!
THE DISASTER at the Nuclear Plant
at Chernobyl has drawn into question
the cataclysmic effects of óaccidentsô
from any Nuclear Plant.  

The radiation cloud has passed over
the Baltic States, most of Eastern
Europe and Britain, and widespread
anxiety persists over skin cancer risks
decades from now. The Soviet State
has demonstrated its secretive nature
and its inherent tendency to supress
news and distort events. This time,
unlike the Urals Nuclear Plant in
1958, it was impossible to conceal the
extent of the danger.

Despite the exploitation of the disaster
by the Western media to bolster the

demonstrate otherwise. A similar policy
of disinformation was issued in Britain in
1957 after the óaccidentô at Windscalel

Up to now, opposition to nuclear
power has been marginalised throughout
Europe. In Britain there was direct action
against the siting of Torness 7 years ago,
but opposition to Sizewell has been
contained by the anti-nuclear lobby. In
Europe opposition is usually much more
militant, such as at Wackersdorf in
Bavaria in recent months. But workers
organisations have not foresaken narrow
self-interest such, as construction work
and so on. The consequences are an
increasingly centralised and mili-tarised
State determined to conceal and distort its
operations. 0

 Europe wide, perhaps the only positive
legacy of Chernobyl will be to stimulate
consciousness of the dangers among the
working class who in turn will meet the
opposition of Nuclear States united in

facade_ of ódemocracyô, examplesW_h_e;_r_e__ defence of THEIR POWER. I-

 CONTRACTS LTD (FRENCH
0 CONNECTION) STRIKERS

SOLD OUT BY UNION
-~

The strike at Contracts
Ltd., South Shields which
began in September 1985
over trade union recog-
nition, has been sold out by
the National Union of
Tailors and Garment
Workers.

On February 28th the union
suggested that there should be
a return to work, without any
recognition of elected shop
stewards and no improvement
in pay or conditions. This was
overwhelmingly rejected in
a secret ballot. The union then
set out to sabotage the strike. It
was declared unolTici:t| and lllló
first hutcli ui'ati|l\i~ |mv was lit
be paid on Murclt 7th. ()n
Saturday March lst a union
Official bragged to a local
paper óThe Journalô that the
strike would crumble. Two
days later the union attempted
to have the strike centre phone
disconnected.

At this point support for the
strike was still growing. On
March 6th South Shields
T.U.C. unanimously passed a

motion in support of the
strikers and condemning the
union. At the same time 4
shipyards in Sunderland
pledged their support and
arranged collections. Reports
were coming in of pickets at
French Connection shops in
Edinburgh, Leeds, Man-
chester, London, Paris and
Ivry-sur-Seine.

DIRTY TRICKS
Despite this, the union's

dirty tricks continued. On 7th
March a full time official
attempted to bribe strikers into
:lt'<'tó|1li|i;'_ lhtó tlt';|l |'tójt't'ltótl rm
l~cl\ .'llllt llllll llllHlllllóll óllti
.lul|||ml' ll|.\l litó liutl tlullc stè.
'l."hc last batch of stril-ac pay
(Ã17) did not arrive. Tlie
N.U.T.G.W. official, Ron
Bales, said i-t would be paid
after they returned to work. To
further weaken the strike the
union began returning
donations made to them,
saying the strike was over. This
meant that the hardship fund
became completely drained.

The strikers sent a delegation
of 12 to London on March 10th
to lobby an executive meeting
of the union, due to take place
on Tuesday llth. Alex Smith,
General Secretary of the
N.U.T.G.W., cancelled this
meeting at 10.30 on Monday.

With no money and deserted
by the union the strikers
decided to return to work, after
receiving assurances that none
of the 12 workers who
occupied the factory in
January would be dismissed.
N0 union official attempted to
negotiate this guarantee. Two
days after returning to work,
all the strikers were laid off.
Twenty will return on April 7th
and then ten each week
afterwards. The last ones will
not be re-employed until June
l(\lll.

|\\ôll l|llllll"I In olitl Willi-
('o|ilt":it:l.s Mariugtnp,

Director Tommy Cogburn, "I
am really relieved the slrllce ls
over, it has cost us dearly".

A striker, ñAlthough we can
claim to have taken on an
employer who treated as like a
sadistic task master and who
doesn't give a toss for our trade
union rights, the union has
fought a much a'z'rtt'er fight than
our boss!ò _u_______

Nevertheless, encouragingly
many pickets are taking direct
action that goes far beyond the
limits set by the union bosses.
As Picket write:

ñThis newsshect is for the
ordinary worker. Trod on,
stamped on, left in the breach
to print lies. Once awakened
through picketing there is no
greater power. For there is
welled up; a loathing and
contempt for the bosses and
their hirclings and helpers that
l<I10WS no bounds. Here there is
the power to overthrow the
bosses.ò

 OLICE
MINERS AT Bettws Colliery took strike
action on 16th April in protest at a proposed
police visit to the pit.

The manager had invited the newly

welcomed.

appointed Chief Constable of the Dyfed l
and Powys police to see roundlthe South
Wales colliery. But after their bitter
Bxneriences at the hands of the police
during the miner.,s strike this Wasltleeply
resented - and all those w0rk.illgñ,at the tima
walked Á"l~ (info: Dircct:Action) if V

MONKTONHALL
CONFLICT óCQNTINUES at Monkton
"hall Colliery near Edinburgh.

In early April ,management.thre:rtened to
Sack 50 miners for alleged poor
productivity - but then backed down. The
Incl! concerned have been involved for some
time in a dispute caused by the management
withdrawing accepted I ówet conditionsô
practices.

Later lló! the month NACODS men went
90 ñlike. VTl1lS was to oppose the
dewnsrading or 2 NACODS members
because production targets for the day
hadn't been met,

ggygnby only one section of the ó | NJ U C E

Following the uprising of Oct.
6th at Broadwater Farm, 13
people have now been
committed for trial at the Old
Bailey charged with riotous
assembly and/or affray. 6 are
also charged with the murder of
PC Blakclock. This is despite
the fact that virtually the only
óevidenceô is forced confessions
made in police custody.
Contact: Broatlwater Farm
Defence Committee, 12-16
Tangmere Wlllan Road,
LONDON N17. Tel: (ll 80<ósô 1667.

MORRISô DISPUTE
Striking workers and

apprentices at Morrisô
Furniture Factory in
Cowcaddens, Glasgow have
been in dispute to gain a 39
hour week for a year. At
Easter, the Strike Committee
extended their action to
lobbying working class people
using a number ofstores selling
Morrisô products, including
Goldbergs. Active support
has come from a number of
Support Committees in
associated firms such as
Blindcraft and further afield
from John Brown Shipbuild-
ers, to the printworkers

FNLAND
In Finland more than 245,000

workers began an indeýnite
strike on the 13th of March
this year. The demands are for
a cut in the working week from
40 to 35 hours by 1990.

Also in Finland 15,000 state
workers started an indefinite
strike over pay on the 2nd of
April. They are looking for a_
wage rise of up to 20%. Air
þights to Europe have been cut
by half and train and postal
services disrupted.
STOP PRESS: A further 10,000
electricians have joined the
strike.

SWITZERLAND

ON MARCH 29TH at the 8th
International Lesbian Con-
ference in Geneva over 300
lesbians held a demonstration.
Their banners included óUS
dykes against Reagan terrorismô
and óLesbians against Racism,
Fascism and Sexismô. A
scuffle began when a policeman
tried to seize a banner. Several
women "chased him away and
when he returned with
reinforcements counter-
attacked, shrieking, whistling
and pushing. The police were
forced to make a speedy retreat!






