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NOW THEY’'RE CRYING BECAUSE INFLATION IS
GETTING OUT OF HAND AND HITTING THEM—
HEIR PROFITS, INVESTMENT AND LIQUIDITY.

succeeding. Wilson complains of ‘manifestly strikes of 1972—3, was to encourage mobility
S _ avoidable strikes’, Healey warns us its either so that workers would move to where a job
The Second Battle of Britain. That's how the papers describe the present our jobs or our wages and Heffer tells IPD to waited for them. This was to be done be
economic crisis. Another dark hour in which to pull together and show our compete or go under. removing the “tie” of cheap council rents.
British grit to the world. The threat and actual use of redundancy, Where the working class is strongest we can
This time, though, they’ve got a new slogan. Never will so many (the working) short time and the sack is being used more expect to see the most determined attempts
| ing class) give so much (sweat) to so few (the bosses). Because all this talk Z?Samfﬁéﬁ 2(12rf:etr/‘vrgrig?o?clsr\}\?hti?;:\mw?ﬁ_ :\0 Crlangehwork Qrganisiﬁon- Thlisd E \{(vhat
' . : . . . ¢ as been happening to Liverpool dockers
; about natlpnal gffort is one big cover up to hide the real war going on. The e s IR i e araathr o ROy yegrs. iy ppomical s §
class war, in which the present crisis is only a new and more decisive stage. discipline on the shop floor and higher mob- ship of the Merseyside working class is being
,; . Cos : ility of labour. The aim is to raise product— whittled away by, for example, putting the
. Take nflation. Now they say it's national B - | ivity. stewards on different rates from the rank

~ ensmy number one —nitting the whole com-
munity, especially the pensioners and the
lower paid. But the poor and lower paid

Keith Joseph summed up the bosses’ appr— and file docker. (See the report on page 8) .

oach when talked about sections of industry
being overmanned. In other words, he was

This is what the employers, led by the

Cvahvglsc\e/\?gr::innagbﬁatsz ﬁ:?%::; };?tarfso!r ;Tgng attacking workers who had been strong Labour Government, want to do, but
time by price rises. And hardly a murmur enough to save jobs from the axe and make whether they manage to d.O it depends
was heard from the press, politicians or their work load more bearable by spreading on \{\/hat we do. The soclutions to .the
bosses. Because the bosses for a long time the load. Our Keith would like these crisis which the bosses attempt will be
used and increased inflation to claw back the ‘surplus’ workers to pack their bags and move shaped by our struggles. At the mom-
wealth they couldn’t screw out of us at work. out to where the boss needs them most — ent, what really concerns them is the

to the growth industries which are short of

; . . looseness of the social contract. The
labour , like the mines and oil development. 4

can’t afford to lose the battle over
DE-CENTRALISED wages, but then neither can we.

But now they‘re crying because inflation is
getting out of hand and hitting them — their
profits, investment and liquidity.

At the centre of the inflation/profits crisis
has been the strength of the working class.
Winning more for itself — in wages, living and §
working conditions — than the bosses wanted
to give, and refusing to cooperate enough in

productivity deals. Of course, the crisis also

comes from the inbuilt chaos of the capital—

So, we can expect to hear more about re—

training and re-deployment. And unemp- :
loyment will be the stick to make it happen. control and the re-structuring of

Social legislation will have a similar aim. One industry to go thrOUgh', w.e.might well
of the designs of the Housing Finance Act, have solved the bosses’ crisis, but we

which sparked off the nation-wide rent won't have solved ours.

One thing is certain. |f we allow wage

more profitable. o ::. ....... w”
But at the heart of the crisis is the fight i “
between the ruling_class and the working co
class for their own needs and interests, which
now, more than ever, are directly opposed. disaster to try to push the working class onto Lo
This makes talk of a ‘national solution’ so— the defensive, to push down wage claims and
much eyewash. This is not to say that the strengthen the social contract. B . 8
crisis is leading directly to the collapse of s R S o S
capitalism. Unfortunately, it will not just This blackmail seems to have worked well at s o o
collapse of its own accord. It will only go Checkmate, Leicester, Textiles and clothing ﬁ_ & U
when the organised working class has the have been among the first sections of indus- e
power to put the last nail in its coffin. try to introduce large scale redundancies and e i
short time working — 30,000 laid off at | e o
But for the moment, the ruling class still has Chrsitmas. S0 Checkmate ]ff wqufelrs tfut(nefd i e ;
the power to use and control its own crisis. down a pay rise to stave oft a similar fai€ 10 o
This power has been weakened, as we've seen themselves. . ' '
with the collapse of inflation as a mechanism e :
to be used against us, for their benefit. Their TAX LAWS ﬁfﬁﬁﬁ_ﬂ“ s . .
system is still chaotic enough to prevent They'll also use blackmail to pressure the e e .
them having complete control. Labour Party to the right. Already, North & & e et PR T R R e et ' A
Sea oil and gas companies are threatening a A SIGN OF THE TIMES — ‘You can't take photos of that! yelled the
But the increased power of the state, built up porudction shutdown if the Government security guard in our picture. Wl'_\y's he so wor.rleq abo_ut the injury board
over decades, allows them the thance to use doesn’t modify its proposed taxes on fuel at ICl’s Widnes plant? After all, it’s the only sign In Widnes to show any
the crisis to try to build.an even stronger, extraction. This is how the bosses try t.o recognition that this is one of the most dangerous.towngi to_luve_ and work
more ‘efficient’ system. Firstly, they'll use influence the way policies are made inside in throughout the North West. See page 7 for an investigation into the

the Government. And it's clear they're conditions that make us sick in The Treatment We Deserve.

blackmail and threats of national crisis and

Free the Shrewsbury Two






