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iThis column is an attempt to list all
those organisations, newsletters and net-
works which may be of interest to readers
oi Black Chip. If you know oi any other
new technology orientated groups who
should be included in this column please
let me know. I exchange copies of Black
Chip with everyone who exchanges copies
of their publication with me. What I
would like to hear is whether you would
like me to list a similar listing of
anarchist and related Journals, groups
etc, to add a political dimension to the
oaoer. This would be a alternating list.
II any oi the details are wrong, please
accept my apologies and tell me oi any
corrections fl! i

International

L--I L4eustralia : John Englart, , Dickson St.
hewtown 2042, Sydney, Australia

Canada : INPUT, (Initiative for the
Peaceiul Use of Technology), Box 24$,
Station 3, Dttawa. Canada, KIP SC4 (613-
23%-5®?S?

France : Libertarian Computer association
l.L.l.. cfo Dusanter. SP 427-16 TSTSS:
?&F1S, Cedex lb, France iThis sounds dait
""* 1" this a host ' '; -ss, or a telex.
or telephone numoer ....
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C.S.þ. : Computer Professionals ior
Social Responsibility, PU Box 717, Falo
alto, California 94301. (415-322ð3T78l.

U.S.A. : North American Green Network,
Russell Braen (2Q2ð2b5-0580)
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: Dverthrow / Y.l.P.I.S, PD Box
T " Street Station, New York, NY

-S33-5023)

w. . Processed world, SE,Sutter St.-
San Francisco, Caliiornia S4104
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archives for Fortean Research, Shoe-
ur - -n - I4 - - PIó

BUY? H035. {SST ham, LDDGDR, co * u
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Communications Campaign, ñommuh1cat-
i = Unit. The Showroom. South Elect.
County Hall, London, SE1 (O1-S33-SSSSEL
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Community Computers UK, inter-Action
Trust, Royal Victoria Dock, London, E16
IBT (01-511-04l1f2)

Community Computing Network, cio Gable
Cottage, 5,West End, Great Broughton,
Cockermouth, Cumbria

Electronics for Peace (London orouol, c/o
Louis Barman, 89,Acre Road, Einoston -
upon Thames, Surrew. HTS $55

(National),
harshiield,
BJH (0225-

Electronics for Peace
Townsend House, Green Lane,
Chippenham, wiltshire, SNI4
891710)

Leeds Soft, PD Box B4, Leeds LS1 4HU.
(Also contact address ior Sheffield
Computers ior People).

\

Hagination Software, 47,CliÔton Road,
Elswick, Newcastle uoon Tyne, NE4 bXH.
(OSI-273ð?3b2l

Hicrosyster, women's Computer Centre and
National women and Computing ýetwora aid
Newsletter : all cfo Wesley House, 70.
Great Queen Street, London WC2. (61-430-
0555l PLEHSE MUTE THAT THESE QRE ALL
wowew aatr ó

Radical Science Journal, 2o.Freeorove Rd,
London N7 SR9

' lScience for redo
Road, London, N5
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FAVOURITE MAGAZINE.
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The first "decision" to come out of the
meeting was a stated desire to expand
both the political range of the paper and
also the range of technologies covered.
It was felt that the issues being raised
were so important that the paper should
not confine itself to the anarchist move-
ment, although that milieu is where we
will remain being involved. Similarly it
was felt that other new technologies, in
particular, video, should be featured in
the paper, although articles will, of
necessity, reflect what is sent in and
what I feel happy with printing. Having
said which, if anyone sends in articles
they are almost certain to be printed,
subject to the usual constraints. In view
of this, the title will remain the same,
but the sub-title will be "a radical
journal of new technology".

I'd like to get the print run up to
500+, to do which l'll need to get more
money together. ýccording to one estimate
500 copies of a lo page magazine Ã04)
will cost Ã170.16, just to print. Sn top
of this there is the postage on a 20kg.
parcel. This does not take into account
any typesetting (optional), artwork,
collatingistapling/folding. So 500 copies
will cost a minimun of Ã200, which means
that each copy will need to return 40p on
every copy to break even. This is reduced
if we do 1000 copies of an issue, as the
printing cost is Ã257.56 (total Ã300 max)
where 40p a copy need only be returned on
750 copies to be viable financially. The
problems then reduce themselves to ll Can
the money for the initial print run be
raised (actually weôd need to raise for 2
issues, as the money wouldnôt come in
from sales of the first issue until the
second hits the shops (i.e. Ã5003) and 23
would it sell 800 copies or so every
other month, as Iôd like to go bi-monthly
if possible. Other problems may include :
getting the paper typeset - comrades have
mentioned getting the paper set on a
daisywheel, and I'm sure the comrades at
Bread and Roses would love to typeset the
paper - but l'm afraid there's no money
for that as yet. it may however he to our

J-, ,. I - I - Padvantage to appear more professional if
we want sales to increase.

S5 DUPONT ROAD, LONDON SW20 BEH __
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ihere is another consideration, our
place in the market. At present there is
already the BSSRS "Science for Peopleñ
which covers a range of issues and has
the backing of an organisation (captive
sales). Their perspective tends towards
the use/abuse view of technology. In
contrast, there are the Labour Process
Marxists of ñRadical Science Journal",
which again has been moving into the new
technology area. There seems little point
in trying to compete with these papers.
Certainly there used to be a market, as
the magazine Undercurrents, a liberatrian
technology periodical, had a respectable
print run for many years, but eventually
it went under finacially, as the market
seemed to disappear as alternative tech-
nology became either financially viable,
and therefore co-optable, or was totally
marginalised.

0n the other hand there are a large
number of existing computer-orientated
newsletters. For my money (literally) I
feel there is much to be gained by a
pooling of resources of the existing net-
work of newsletters. The problem would be
both financial and political. However
there already exists a large market for
anarchistffeministfpeacefgreenfcommunityf
etc newsletters which rather than print-
ing eachotherós articles, could jointly
put together a well-produced magazine,
with ap editorial board covering this
wide range of interests. I have already
started to try and sound-out other
editors to see how they feel about the
idea. Certainly the need is there, but l
don't feel that I can singlehandedly pull
all the pieces together. in the meantime
l shall continue to produce Black Chip as
oest l can, out until I can raise Ã2-300
l don't think that it will be sold out-
side of the existing (but still expanding
network that is predominantly anarchist
in nature). Confused ? So am I, and I'll
probably change my mind again by the time
I do the next editorial 5!!  

One final point, as you can see l've
made the print larger so that vou can
actually read the paper.

SEND YOUR MONEY TO RICHARD ALEXANDER, ipichgrd Alexandef
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Firstly I would like to thank all the
people who participated in the .first
Black Chip readersô meeting, to Pan. for
arranging the meeting, and the people at
121 Bookshop for having us. inevitably,
given the very wide range of interests
and experiences of those present, the

lmeeting was not totally coherent, which
imyl lack of chairing did nothing to
improve. Hy apologies to everyone who
went if it didnôt ouite live up to your
expectations. However the meeting did
result in many valauble contacts being
made, and from it I hope several import-
ant projects will evolve. I also got a
much clearer picture as to who you (the
readers) are and what you want from the
magazine. r

I'll briefly outline what each of the
projects might entail. Given that this is
written from memory and that there were
quite a few decisions taken in small
groups when the meeting petered-out, l
may be guilty of misrepresenting other
people's ideas. Anyway if you are óinter-
ested in co-operating in any of the
projects, please write to the relevant
project cfo Black Chip. also if you are
co-ordinating a project please let me
know so that l can pass on any offers of
help ll! _

ll "Computing for Beginnersñ : Although
there is a possibility that Readers and
writers may be publishing a book with
this title, it was generally felt that a
non-patronising libertarian introduction
to computers (and other new technology 7)
would be most valuable. This would take
the form of a printed pamphlet, distrib-
utedó throughl movement bookshops. The
exact content has yet to be ' alised. So
if you want to help write, or want to
suggest topics to be covered, write to
the ñPamphlet Projectñ cro Elack Chip.

-h [J I3

TH] I3ó I---I 7'?ó hough not discussed properly at the
meeting, l know that Pan is helping BAH
produce a pamphlet on the New Technology
at the workplace. l presume this will
cover health and safety. staffino levels,
overall economic and social effects, etc.
if you have anything that may be of help
on this project please send them to : '
cfo Black Chip or cfo 12? Bookshop, - T
Railton Road, London, SE24.
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3) Following Jack s article in the last
Black Chip, there was a discussion on the
setting-up of an anarchist network. This
seems to be dependent on Jack getting his
equipment and the rest us getting our

ómodems (and computers, .V.s and phones).
However there seems little doubt that
such a network, especially one that was
linked with other radical networks could
prove alvaluable political tool. I think
that Jack is undertaking some research as
to the best/cheapest gear for comrades to
get, so that we can standardise sufÔic-
iently to be able to talk to eachother.
with modems costing as little as Ã30.00
and computers for Ã100, there seems to be
an excellent propect oi this project
becoming a reality within the next year.
If you want to contact Jack regarding
this project, please write c/o Black Chip

"10
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hi New Technology Conference/Workshop
Although there seemed to be a degree
agreement on holding some form of get-
together where comrades could get their
grubbies on some hardware and see how it
works, the details have yet to be worked-
out. However if you would like to help

U -4":on

organise the conierence or would like to
co-ordinate specific discussion sessions?
workshops, please come to the planning
meeting at 121 Bookshop laddress above),
on Saturday 7th December, 2.00pm. If you
cahôt make the meeting please send any
relevant contributions to Richard
Qlexander, cio Black Chip.

5? Comms : There was a lot of interest in
co-operating on various comms projects,
but l am not aware of the exact nature of
this project. l suggest those of you with
the relevant gear keep an eye on the
bulletin boards. T

bl Bibliography : There were several
pleas from comraoes ior accessible books
and other print media on a variety of newý
technology subjetcs. l'd certainly be
pleased to collate any recommendations
that readers have for relevant titles. l
would also like to hear of titles to
avoid. Given the wide range of interests,
levels of xnowledge and experience shown
by participants at the readers meeting,
l'd like to hear of both ñbegihhers" and
more advanced titles. Both practical and

~

theoretical works are welcome. Contact_ :
Richard ýlexander cfo Black Chip.
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7) There was talk of D055ib1Y 5@tTi"Q'ÄP
some form of link between the already
existing networks leg hicrosyster, Peace
Net, Sreen Network, electronics for Feace
Community Computing Network, ourselves,
etc}. The exact form this might take was
not clarified (to be fair it coulon t oe,
as it can not be a unilateral decision by
a single group), but certainly co-operat-
ing makes a lot of sense. Areas were this
may prove valuable include an on-line net
work or a large circulation ñradical
new technology" magazine, which could
reach out into the world oi both hobbyist
and professional computer people, where
there exists {so lôm led to believe) a
vast number of people who would be very
pleased to buy such a mag. Certainly
Black Chip is reaching a barrier, mainly
in the sense that l feel that 15C copies
of this is the limit as far as photocopy-
ing goes (although this could be expanded
if everyone did a few extra copies). l_ll
discuss this further in the editorial
ñwhither Black Chip ?". But ii anyone
from any of the others networks feels
_that the above idea is viable, then
please contact Richard Alexander, clo
Black Chip.

8) Video : ýlthough in some sense outside
. --_-H 3 ' -1'3 hió-tne original ambit o. this journa,, there

were several people at the meeting who
expressed an interest in video lie they
-were actively involved in itl. l m _not
sure whether anyone is actually contem-
plating an anarchist video project lisn
there one already somewhere ?l, out
you want to be put in touch please. Hfli®
to the "Video Project" cio Black chip.

HII ~41.r'l'

es you can see there are a lot of
avenues that we can explore, and lôm sure
that other readers could add as mi"?
aoaih. Please feel free to use this paper
to contact people.

.1, _

Richard elexahder
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The Department of Health and Social
Security has asked ICL to tender for a
contract for supplying mainframes for a
computerisation scheme for local offices
dealing with supplementary and sickness
benefits. The deal is expected to be
worth Ãb0,000,000 over 10 years.

The DHSS already has two large-scale
sytems, using ICL 2900 series mainframes,
one for unemployment benefit, based in
Reading and Livingstone; the other for,
pensions and child benefit, based in New-
castle. At present local offices operate
entirely manually which means they are
very labour intensive.

The new system will be based on Series
39 Level 80 twin processors (formerly
known as Estriell, which are the largest
machines that ICL produces. .

The planned system is based around,
what Norman Fowler calls the "whole_ -
person concept". This entails everything
to do with one person's various benefits
being dealt with at a single by the same
official. ýne of the prime purposes pt
this plan is to cut-out "irauþuleþi
claims that people could make using diff-
ereht offices. Another target is staffing
levels, which are a considerable DF0PPFtô
ion of DHSS costs. ln the _snort term
there will, of course, be an increase. o.
staff, 150 being heeded for the develop-
ment centre alone. If anyone is interest-
ed, lôd recommend that readers bone up on
their Cobol and Fortran, as these are the
standard programming languages that ICL 5
VHE operating system runs.

For increased "security" it is expected
that plastic cards will be introduced. It
is also expected that the national insur-
ance number will be used as a unigue
identifier for claimants. This identifier
seems to contradict the Lindop committee
recommendation against allowing such an
identifier being introduced because of
the possibilities it offers of inter-
linking computer systems and consequent
loss of privacy. Doubtless the BHSS will
be well aware oi this, and go ahead 8"?ñ
way, as this system will bring "Big
Brotherò another, large, step closer-

Crioinal article written by Rory Johnston
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