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REPORT 1,

HUNDREDS OF POLICE menacing
the pickets, security guards with
dogs patrolling a perimeter protected
by huge rolls of barbed wire - local
miners have renamed this pit BELSEN
GLEN; , g
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Management recently painted two
white lines across the start of the _.
small driveway leading to the pit I
entrance. They say that any striker
crossing these lines will be instantly
sacked - and the guards have orders
to set their dogs on any ótrespasserô.
One miner has already been dismissed
for this óoffenceô;

At shift changes hundreds of police
force all the pickets well back from
the gate, preventing anyone speaking
to the strikebreakers.

But despite ali this intimidation by
the local Board and the police few of
Bilston Glenôs 1,800 miners are
stri_kebreaking.i

The NCBôs figure of 159' scabs incl-
udes office workers, supervisors,etc.
Only about 18-20 facemen are work-
ing. When coal is produced its only
about 50 tons per shift -- normal pro-
duction is 2--3,900 tons.ó And man-
agement are reportedly flouting safety
procedures by getting untrained men
to operate machinery.

Police are brought into the area from
all over the country.Their presence
extends from the pit throughout the
small town of Loanhead; Strikers are
followed by the C.l.D. People have
been arrested for shouting SCAB at
strikebreakers in the street.

The courts play their fuli part in this
state repression. Bail conditions bar
miners from picketing, under threat of
immediate arrest and imprisonment.
Irrespective of the evidence Sherriffs
dish out guilty verdicts and heavy
sentences. I

The Coal Board have sacked two min-
ers from the Loanhead strike centre
because theyôd been arrested, and the
total number dismissed in the Lothians
area during the strike is in double
figures;

-Any settlement must involve the rein-
statement of everyone sacked, miners
told us. After six months there, canôt
be any compromise. The only accept-
able reasons for closing a pit must be
that therôs no more coal, or for safety
reasons; And thereôs also the question
of the still unsettled wage claim;

Itôs not just a mining industry dispute,
several miners stressed. Itôs really
the working class versus the govern-
ment; If the miners are beaten the
government will go on to attack every-
one elseôs living standards even more.

The railway workers have been made
vague promises to try and stop them
taking action now, but the govern-
ment will slash the rail network after-
wards, if the miners are defeated;

The authors of this bulletin urge that
NOW is the time for all of us - miners,
dockers, railway workers, civil serv-
ants, unemployed, etc., etc;, --è to take
action to win our demands and needs,
and TO LINK ALL THESE STRUGGLE
together.ó

( Information from pickets at Bilston
Glen and miners at Loanhead strike
centre, Miners Welfare, The Loan,
Loanhead, Lothian Region.)

BILSTUN GLEN n
FIREFIGHTERS SOLIDARITY

When pickets set rubber tyres ablaze
during clashes outside Bilston Glen
pit firefighters refused to cross the
picket lines to put the fireottt.
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( Source: Pickers at Bilston Glen
September 19 84) . I

INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY "

Some Swedish dockers are showing
solidarity with .the -striking dockers
in Britainby refusing to work on
British sfhips; .
It t ( Sohrce: BBC Radio News", 7th Sept)

IN SOME AREAS miners and other
workers are acting to unite their
struggles; At Cammel Laird in
Birkenhead shipyard workers have
been occupying a ship and a gas rig
to oppose threatened redundancies;
On September 4 th 200 miners arrived
at the Merseyside shipyard to help
the (Iammel Laird workers resist a
management eviction attempt.

{ Information: Daily Ma'il'4th Sept.)




