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RAPE

..CUPCS ¢

BY an extraordinary series of coinci-
dences, the subject of rape was dragged
through the headlines on an almost un-
precedented scale throughout nearly the
whole of January.

It began with some of the most stupid
remarks made by a Judge — and we have
a fairly long record of those — who, in
fining a convicted rapist £2000, said that
he was refraining from sending the off-
ender to prison since the victim was her-
self guilty of ‘contributary negligence’
because she was hitch-hiking late at night
and had accepted a lift from this young
man in his Jaguar. He didn’t actually use
the words ‘she was asking for it’ — but
he might as well have.

This was rapidly followed by the now
infamous TV programme in the series
called ‘Police’ — one of several pro-
grammes purporting to be typical days
(or nights) in the life of the Thames Valley
police force. Anybody who has been to
the various Reading Pop Festivals or the
Windsor Free Festivals of *74—75 can
have no illusions about the goon-like
characters who are rounded up to serve
in this particular police force, but the
three who appeared in this
were really idiots.

It is extremely difficult to know in a
series of programmes like this whether
what we are seeing is typical behaviour or
not, for the technique is the so-called ‘fly-
on-the-wall’ practice of having a camera
and sound crew in the room, in a police
car, on the street, alongside the police at
their everyday work, and trying to be as
self-effacing as possible, so that all the
performers in the everyday dramas that
unfold can forget they are there.

Clive James, the Observer’s TV cri..
ahd himself a mean performer in front of’
the cameras, claims (because this is what
he does himself) that anybody knowing
they are being filmed, proceeds to ‘ham
it up’. This surely tells us more about him
than he guesses, since those of us who
have appeared before cameras or micro-
phones usually find it quite easy to forget
the machinery if we are concerned with
what we are saying.

The point about this Police series is that
all the programmes were shown to the
police before they were broadcast — and
were passed by them for showing to the
public!

Only after the outcry following the
episode dealing with alleged rape did the
police authorities begin to realise the
enormity of their men’s behaviour.

What actually happened? We were
treated to an exhibition of how policemen
interrogate a woman who comes into the
police station saying that she has been
raped. Now you might think, in this day
and age, that the first procedure would be
to have some women police officers on
hand to take over such a case — speedily
followed, automatically, by a medical
examination, since the first step in det-
ermining the facts, is to establish the fact
of penetration, if possible.

None of this was done in this case, quite
apart from the fact that it is not standard
procedure. Sadly, the woman was not a
typical rape victim — if there is such a
thing. She was not unknown to the police
as a ‘trouble-maker’, and they knew she
had a history of ‘nervous disorder’ and
had spent time in a mental hospital. She
herself volunteered the information that

she had had ECT (‘Wassat?’ asked one
copper). She was, not to put too fine a
point on it, a poor inadequate person of
low intelligence who had little idea of
how to protect herself, either against
rapists or police. And — the crux of the
matter, perhaps — she had been persuaded
(bullied?) by her boyfriend to go along to
the police to complain of having been
raped by three men who had ‘persuaded’
her to come with them in a car, after the
pub closed, to an empty house.....

The woman was on a hiding to nothing.
Thoroughly conditioned to do as she was
told (could that be why she had a mental
breakdown?) she related how she had
gone with the men, made no fuss when
ordered out of the car, into the empty
house, and submitted to their rapes — two
out of the three anyway; the third co-
uldn’t manage it — and had then accepted
fifteen pence to catch a bus home.

The coppers had a field day. ‘When did
you last have your period?’ was one sear-
ching question. ‘Did he ejaculate — you
know come?’ was another. ‘Why didn’t
you resist?’ yet a third. ‘You didn’t really
want to bring this charge, didyer?’.

No she didn’t. Yet when she offered the
police information about where the house
was that she had been taken to, house
furnishings and even the pattern of the
towel she’d been given to wipe herself
with, all she got was an outburst from
one of the pigs: ‘I've never ’eard such a
load of bollocks in me life! This is more
fairy tales than Gretel, this is. All this
rubbish about the colour of the towel.
Look, why don’t you just sign a state-
ment withdrawing all this and then we
can all go home’. Which is just what she
did.

And so the month marched on. At the
Old Bailey, on the 19th, a rapist was sent
to Broadmoor for 11 rapes, plus one
more attempted. It took the police 15
months of this, all within a small area of
Tottenham, North London, within the
Metropolitan Police area, to launch the
fullscale hunt which finally brought res-
ults.

Meanwhile, up in Glasgow a case was
withdrawn by the prosecution because
the rape victim was unfit to give evidence.
Three youths had not only all raped her,
but had played noughts and crosses on
her skin with their knives — so much so
that she needed 168 stitches. Not sur-
prisingly, the poor woman was, shall we
say, disturbed, and- still was, more than
somewhat, by the time the case trundled
to court. So much so, that she was de-
clared unfit to give evidence, which in the
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circumstances made it more than difficult
for the prosecution to continue with the
case, and the Scottish Solicitor General,
Nicholas Fairbairn, decided to withdraw
the prosecution! We are left with our
mind boggling, once again, wondering
how they ever get a prosecution for mur-
der together!

To his credit, once the shit hit the fan
in this instance, Fairbairn resigned. But
apparently the law says the case cannot
be re-opened as a Crown prosecution, so
it is going ahead as a private prosecution.
We shall be more than a little surprised
if, somehow, the victim’s evidence cannot
be presented after all!

A week later, also at the Old Bailey,
another victim broke down while giving
evidence against a rapist whose trick was
knocking at ladies’ doors clad only in a
mask and a pair of socks. This was going
on in London’s stockbroker belt — the
Oxted and Lipsfield area of Surrey, which
shows that it’s not only working girls and
prostitutes and hitch-hikers who are at
risk. This witness began to falter in giving
evidence whilst describing her attacker’s
‘cold, dead, look of viciousness in his
eyes..” The judge said he saw no point in
inflicting further suffering upon her in
forcing her to give evidence in court (co-
mpare Glasgow...!) and the case con-
tinued in her absence.

And so it went on — with repercussions
bringing other tragedies. One 18 year old
youth held in Canterbury Prison on a
rape charge hanged himself in his cell,
while a 20-year-old student in Liverpool
killed himself on hearing of his ex-girl
friend’s death by falling from a tower
block. She had been raped two years
ago by four men who broke into her
flat and held down her boyfriend in an
adjoining room while doing it.

With all this spotlighting the problems.
various authorities rushed in with their
solutions. To justify the police in ‘Police’,
it was pointed out that their behaviour in
the interview room was regarded by them
as a sort of rehearsal for what the girl
would have to face if she had gone into

court, where it would have been the def-
ence counsel’s duty to discredit her evid-
ence. But at no time, to my knowledge,
did anybody ‘in authority’ affirm that the
weak, the stupid and the inadequate
should be entitled to more protection,
more considerate handling and more
help from the law than the strong and art-
iculate who can usually stand up to sneers
and innuendo in court.

But, after the event, it was hurriedly
announced that the Thames Valley police
were going to change their ways and bring
in special teams of women police (iron-
ically ‘integrated’ with men after the Sex
Discrimination Act of 1976, when special
women’s units were disbanded!) with
special responsibilities for sexual offences
involving women, child abuses, etc.

Judge Bertrand Richards was ticked off
by no less than Lord Hailsham (the pres-
ent Lord Chancellor) for his stupid rem-
arks about the girl hitch-hiker being guilty
of ‘contributory negligence’, while dem-
ands for him to be sacked came from
many quarters, including MPs and wo-
men’s groups demonstrating outside the
High Court where he continues to sit and,
no doubt, pontificate.

Demands for a prison sentence to be-
come a statutory penalty on conviction
for rape came in thick and fast from the
Prime Minister herself downwards. Robin
Maxwell-Hyslop MP wants to introduce a
Private Members’ Bill laying down a min-
imum of two years and confiscation of
any vehicle used with the crime.

Undoubtedly, the one factor in all these
that has really grabbed the public’s atten-
tion has been the TV programme — and
oddly enough in all the calls for greater
penalties, little has been said about the
police procedures. Nor has a great deal
been said about the possibility of the
jury’s attitude being affected by higher
statutory penalties.

Nor as far as we have been able to see,
has anything been said about attacking
the causes of rape. What are it’s motiv-
ations? What planted the hate in the eyes
of the masked Surrey rapist? What links

On wetness and dryness.

IN some parts of the country they are
sufferint from an acute attack of wetness.
The weather in England is often a subject
of conversation although in other parts of
the British Isles they often suffer more
extreme forms. There is no doubt that
when the weather ventures south it causes
much mayhem and trouble. Although
most of man’s ills are self-inflicted not
all of them are. However, not all the con-
sequences of our present bout of wetness
can be put down to the weather. I am
willing to bet that in a few months time
we will be suffering from a bout of ex-
treme dryness.

Now owing to the crazy market oriented
way capitalist (state and private) miss-

manages our agricultural drainage system
and has entirely denuded our uplands and
hills and robbed the soil of its sponge-like
organic matter, water runs to the sea as
quickly as possible and in extreme times
flooding the lowlands on the way. I am
told that in Glasgow there are 60,000
burst pipes. Bully for the plumbing firms
who left them probably vulnerable in the
first place, private enterprise is mar-
vellously efficient at making money.

So much disastrous flooding has been
caused by the creation of a barren hinter-
land when we look at the banned hose-
pipes and empty reservoirs in the summer
don’t let us biame mother nature too
much. Alan Albon

not only the violent invasion of the wo-
mari’s body but the mutilation that so
often goes with it?

It is clearly too simplistic to put it all
down to unbridled lust, for the amount
of sexual satisfaction to be got out of
such an encounter must be minimal.
Added to the sex drive must be anger,
hate and a power lust that, typically,
tramples over all consideration for the
person within the body to be used for the .
exercise of domination.

Should we not try to understand the
frustrations that drive persons (often des-
cribed as ‘good husbands’ back home!)
into actions that verge on the criminally
insane? We are forced to believe that very
little is done about this in any public sense
becaust it may uncover the sort of motiv-
ations that make our society tick. Gov--
ernmental societies in all their variations
are based on force; they only work thro-
ugh the continual subjugation of individ-
uals to the needs of what passes for soc-
iety but which in reality is the state.

Pyramidal societies — the few at the top
and the many below — are essentially irr-
esponsible. The few can take or buy what
they want without concern for its social
cost, while the many are deprived of any
responsibility for their own lives, day-to-
day decisions or long-term plans. Women
complain that they are at the mercy of
men —but most men are also at the mercv
of men — the few with the power over
them. Most men are deprived of res-
ponsibility at their work (if any) and at
their homes as well — the ‘woman’s realm.

Dissatisfaction is a necessary ingredient
in a competitive society. Ambition to
have is a respectable capitalist motivation
‘Screwing’ is an acceptable euphemism
for fraud and swindle, landlordism, asset-
stripping, out-smarting the competition,
the strong taking the weak. Conservat-
ionists talk about ‘the rape of the land’.
It’s all the same.

Let’s get this straight: this is not to ex-
cuse rape, which in our book is a foul
and disgusting denial of individual
freedom —  exacerbated by all the
undertones of Christian morality which
devalue even to this day the single girl
who is not a virgin — plus, in so many
cases, appalling cruelty and deliberately
degrading assault.

Of course all this must be stopped. But
will prison sentences stop it? They don’t
stop any other forms of crime. They
don’t stop subversive and revolutionary
activity. Heavier sentences may even lead
to more murders, following rape.

We have to remove the causes. Anarch-
ists believe the causes of antisocial be-
haviour lie in our anti-social govermental
society — but what we could be doing,
on the here and now, is playing a much
more active part in groups to combat.
chauvinism, to teach more responsible at-
titudes, to break down sexism in many of
its facets. And we mean anarchist men as
well as anarchist women — for it is men
who commit rape.
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Follow-up to Report about Sussex A
Group and “David Owen Incident”’

AS we have said in a previous report, the
first Student Disciplinary hearing was suc-
cessfully disrupted. The hearing had been
called to discipline four students for dis-
rupting a show starring David Owen MP
at the University.

Over the Christmas break, the Dis-
ciplinary Panel expelled one of these stu-
dents in his absence, for disrupting the
previous trial.

Preoccupation with this continuing saga
led to a disappointing conference held by
Sussex A group. We simply failed to or-
ganise and publicise it properly.

On Friday, 22nd of January, the rem-
aining three students were due to be tried
again, but a large and solid picket pre-
vented them from entering the Admin-
istrative building and the trial was aban-
doned. The three were ordered to phone
the Registrar in the afternoon to get fur-
ther instructions. They found that the
Registrar was not yet available and were
stalled and stalled. Eventually, a large
group which had congregated swept over
to the Administrative building and oc--
cupied part of it, surrounded by Admin-
istrators and Security men. We demanded
to see the Registrar to present our de-
mands that the Disciplinary Court be ab-
olished, previous sentences quashed and
the present case dropped. He eventually
appeared, but refused to discuss the de-
mands.

Press photographers have been hassling
people and taking photos without per-
mission. Newspapers have also printed
names without permission. The “Daily
Mail’”” seems to have taken a special in-
terest. Reading reports about events you
have participated in show clearly the in-
credible distortions and factual errors
which get printed in the papers.

Now the Administration apparently in-
tend to make a third attempt at trying
the three, by isolating them into individ-

ual hearings. They are also threatening to
discipline disrupters of the last hearing.

The Student Union officials are worried
that the growing movement against the
Disciplinary Panel is damaging their hope-
less and bureaucratic battle against “the
cuts”. What we can see clearly is that to
defend people who are being victimised is
a basic task. If we allowed other students-
to be disciplined, not only would we be
deserting them, but would confirm the
idea that students are powerless, and make
the motivation necessary for a fight ag-
ainst ‘“the cuts” or anything else imposs-
ible.

On the founding of the ‘Socialist Society’
I must admit to having been more than a
little apprehensive about the ‘Socialist
Society’ as soon as I read of its planned
launching in the New Statesmaen. Bak-
unin’s warnings against the elitism of the
intellectuals whose attitude to the ordinary
person is one of ‘You know nothing, you
understand nothing, you are a blockhead,
and a man of intelligence must put a
harness on you and lead you’ seemed dan-
gerously apposite, and I was extremely
sceptical of the declared anti-sectarianism
of the project, having learnt from bitter
experience that this device is usually em-
ployed as a means of effectively limiting
discussion to ‘safe’ topics — ‘safe’, that is,
for those with most to lose, which in the
context of the ‘Socialist Society’ means
the Labour Party.

Perhaps I was unwittingly seduced by
the celebrities who had leant their names
to the pre-conference publicity, however,
for come 23rd January I forced myself
out of bed painfully early so as to arrive
at the Institute of Education in Blooms-
bury for the start of proceedings at
10 am., and after a brief and typically
unsuccessful stint of ‘selling the paper’
outside, dutifully took my seat in the
packed.lecture theatre.

It would be pleasant to be able to re-
port that my initial reservations were
proved ill-founded by the events that sub-

The Sussex A group have a great internal
solidarity but feel somewhat isolated, and
want as many contacts as possible. We
emphasise that we are not just interested
in student issues, although believe that
they have a role to play. College or other
Anarchist groups — please contact us.

Brighton Anarchist Group has recently
been formed, mainly composed of unem-
ployed people. The first issue of a hope-
fully fortnightly paper is available (called
‘“Anarchist Express”) — free but send
stamp for postage if possible. Contact
through Sussex A Group which has the
safest address — the Student Union!

SOCIALIST SOCIETY

sequently took place. Unfortunately, I
would be misleading you if I gave the im-
pression that the founding conference of
the ‘Socialist Society’ was other than a
thousand times worse than my least
optimistic expectations. In spite of a
formal decision not to affiliate at once
with the Labour Party, the entire charade
was little more than a bad commercial for
the Labour left, and the dominant mood
of the gathering was identifiable from the
start as the evangelical zeal of the bour-
geois guardians of ‘the socialist myth’. In
the opening plenary session, speaker after
speaker urged the (for the most part sym-
pathetic) audience to join the ‘party of
the people’, while extolling the virtues of
the Fabians. Not one contributor raised
more than slight doubts as to the desir-
ability of ‘anti-sectarianism’, and no one
even murmured about the dangers of
elitism inherent in the ‘Socialist Society’
idea. This was partly the result of Tarig
Ali’s fixing of the debate before anyone
else in the hall had found their pens, the
only contribution I was able to make was
a brief cry of ‘Bollocks!’ during a gap in
Eric Heffer’s five minutes of self-praise.
Of course, I fully realise that I deserve
little else. After all, I am neither famous
nor a self-appointed voice of the people,
and it is only right, nay socialist, that my
opinions should be passed over so those

Continued bottom of p3

WiLPCAT Cease rioting [/

We are going over to
LCOmmunity Policing.

Community Polrcing -
does that mean letting
communities police

themselves 2?2

No, Pussycat.

Community Policing
means giving us the funds
to police communities
more efficiently.

Roobm
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DURING the last quarter of 1981, three
events took place, important for the
Anarchist Movement in Greece. The soc-
ialist goverment, the review of the case of
the imprisoned anarchists and the first
squatting in Greek history.

The socialist government, was elected
at the recent elections, last October. The
people, bored and fed up, with a party,
which ruled the country practically since
the second world war with various un-
popular methods, not excluding the recent
dictatorship, voted for the ‘change”,
“allagi”. This change for the people
meant, apart from some economical
changes, mainly, freedom of speech and
the stopping of recognizing people as A,
B or C category citizens. For this change,
the only strong party to bring it, was the
socialists. People, as usual, prefer parlia-
mentary changes to more radical ones, so,

it must kept in mind, that the majority of

the people who voted for the socialists,
voted for the change. The voting system
in Greece, is such, that everybody, over
18 has to vote. This, in some way, gives
more representing and real results.

The results of the new economic policy,
are not yet known, or how far, the rec-
ognition of citizens in categories is fin-
ished, but, one thing that is obvious, is
the freedom of speech. Never before, in
the recent history of Greece, was such
freedom. Simply, there is no censorship
in books, films or newspapers. I can easily
say, that freedom of speech in Greece
today, is far more than in Britain. This is
a good chance for anarchists to spread
their ideas and I hope, they will take ad-
vantage of it.

As a show of the goodwill of the gov-
ernment, was the review of the case of
the anarchists imprisoned from the pre-
vious government, for crimes they have
not committed, eg. preparation of terror-
ism, explosives etc. The jury took place in
their absence, since they were too weak,
from their hunger strike, to be present,
and since nothing was found against them,
they were freed.

The third event, was the squatting of
three buildings in Athens. Anarchists
occupied them, their having been empty
for some time. Here, I have to make a
point. These occupations were not done
from homeless people, for the neccessity

to live, but mainly for publicity reasons
or as an imitation of the squatting in
Germany, Holland, Britain and elsewhere.
The occupation lasted for about a month.
Finally, disintegrated from the original
scope, mainly from elements infiltrated
there. Greek anarchism,has no long his-
tory like in Spain or Italy, but has grown
only in the last decade, mainly, and took
a lot from the French May 68 and ele-
ments from elsewhere. Since, there is not
much information, no organization or
paper worth mentioning, a lot of the so-
called anarchists have nothing to do with
real anarchism or actually know what it is
about. These ““anarchoids”, mainly, come
from middle or upper middie class families
who, after some “heroic” years, when
they are students or young, return back
to their social position, being, in the best
case, libertarians of some sort. As evid-
ence of this, is that even though in Athens
alone, there are thousands of anarchists
of some sort, there is no organisation or
group worth mentioning.

Anyway, by middle of January 81,
police special units, stormed the buildings,
with the explanation thast they had be-
come centres of distribution of drugs etc.
and a number of people have been arr-
ested. From them, five up to now, have
been punished with imprisonment. These
are: Th Pisimitis with 27 months, charged
with squatting and resistance to arrest,
and N Malis, D Merakos, L Zotos and
I Parnaras, charged with squatting, to 10
months each. Squatting is illegal under
Greek law.

The Greek anarchists denied that the
squats were centres for distribution of
heroin, as it was the official point, they
called it police propaganda and organized
a protest march in Athens on 19th of
January. Police in Greece is still
controlled by ultra-right elements.

That was the end of the first anarchist
squatting in Greece and who knows if it
will have a continuation or not. The bright
point of the present situation in Greece,
is that the area is open for “legal act-
ivities”, like promotion of ideas, pub-
lishing, organising and everything else
necessary is to isolate and reject all these
“‘anarchoid” elements and what they
bring, because only harm they can do to
the movement.

D

SOCIALIST SOCIETY

Continued from p3

who are both these things can tell us what
we should and should not do....

But this is a personal gripe, for the
reality is that no amount of effective in-
tervention could have saved this day. If
over a thousand people decide to spend a
weekend at the feet of their idols, before

agreeing to a Charter of ‘principles’ which
Stalin or Pol Pot could easily support,
there is little the isolated liberatrian can
do but vote with his or her feet. Which
is precisely what I did after the announce-
ment that the Saturday evening social was
to be held in Belgravia. Watch out, the
‘Socialist Society’ has a lot more to do
with ‘society’ than with ‘socialism’.

L ERIZO

USSR ———

MANY readers will remember a review
called ‘Psychiatry and the State’
(FREEDOM 16/2/80) which mentioned a
number of Anarchist prisoners in the
USSR. The review highlighted the exper-
iences of Alexander SKOBOV who, being
active in a group known as the ‘New Left
Opposition’, was arrested and sentenced
to an indeterminate period in a psychiatric
hospital. Others of this group arrested
and sentencedinclude Arkadiy TSURKOV
(5 vears labour camp) Alvetina KOTCH-
NEVA (1 year 3 months labour camp).
Since this information became available
to the west a number of Anarchists felt
that a campaign for their release should
be mounted. We have now been informed

Miscalculat

HOW’S this for a rehabilitation pro-
gramme? Doug Wakefield has been in soli-
tary confinement for over three years.
During this time he has occupied himself
as best he can by reading, writing and
listening to the radio. He may also have
the occasional philosophical discussion
with his hosts about the nature of justice,
but I gather that the transaction is a bit
one sided. Recently he discovered an
interest in maths. At his request, a
friend sent him a pocket calculator for
Xmas. Nothing grand, you understand.
Not the sort of thing he could use to
design an H bomb or a supersonic hang
glider. Just a little old Casio M1 from
W H Smith. It was returned, along with
a letter from Doug which is short enough
to quote in full:

I'm afraid that I have bad news con-
cerning the calculator. It isn’t easy to
explain the idiocy of their ways but
I'll do my best. When I came from
Long Lartin I brought with me a privi-
lege list on which it says that we can
have calculators sent in. I am now told
that this system has been ‘revised’and
that in order to make the prison sys-
tem more progressive the privilege has
been taken away. Prisoners can now
have calculators but have to buy these
through their own resources. I'm now
sending this one back and we shall
have to start again. This is what I am
informed you must do to get it to me.
You have to return the calculator to
the shop, get a refund, send me the
money along with the name of the
supplier and I will then send out the
money. If that sounds rather screwed
up and like the workings of a senile
system then that isn’t my doing. Sorry
about all this but at least it will give
you an idea of the kind of system that
they want to exist in and how they




















































