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THREE members of the FREEDOM coll-
ective became Law Lords for the morning
with a bus load of other transvestites. On
Sunday morning 14th March at about
11am, 69 ordinary citizens boarded the
number 159 bus at its terminus in West
Hampstead, London, and after paying
their lawful fare changed into Law Lords
like butterflies in the spring.

The bus was completely occupied thus
depriving the public of seats. When it arr-
ived at Westminster Bridge the Lords,
being very old and decrepit, slowly got
off and in about half an hour the bus
went on its way well decorated with slo-
gans. One Law Lord sat on a police motor
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bike but its driver did not see the humour.
The bus driver and conductor entered
into the spirit of it. After we dispersed,
one Law Lordôs robes were seen þoating
down the Thames. A good place for them
all.
AA

óIT has taken 2% years ofToryism to force
the military into the place it deserves at
the forefront of public consciousnessô.

Today this statement is even more
strikingly true than when written for the
February-March 1982 issue of the State
Research bulletin. The writers of the bull-
etin list among examples for their claim
the high military pay rises awarded by the
Conservatives as soon-as they last came to
power, the pushing up of defence spending

king the
with corresponding cutting of social ser-
vice provisions, the re-emergence of civil
defence as a priority, and the threatened
and actual use of troops in strikes.

Since then the militarist issue has
moved yet further to the forefront with
the government announcement this month
that it is to buy Trident missiles, to revive
the Home Guard under the name of Home
Services Force, to establish new adventure
training schemes with the armed forces

and, Trident apart, to increase defence
spending 3-4 percent a year above the est-
imated rate of inflation ð the biggest Bud-
get rise of any Whitehall department.

Much has already been written else-
where about the specific issue of Trident
II, not only its cost (Ã8000 million) which,
on top of the Ã1,000 million for the new
Polaris warhead and several hundred mill-
ions on new rocket motors, a poor and
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ailing society can ill afford. but its furn-
ishing ð together with Cruise ðð of yet
more evidence, if any were needed, of
Britainôs extra-servile status within the
American bloc. So itôs hardly necessary to
enter into this kind of detail in the columns
of FREEDOM.

Nor is it necessary to spell out in any
detail the implications the formation of a
new Home (note the wordôs comfortable
sound!) Service Force. Suffice it to remark
in passing that his plan to recruit civilian
males to guard key installations from
Soviet wartime saboteurs make a signifi-
cant advance in the stateôs campaign to
create acceptance among the population
of the eventuality of nuclear war.

More important is it, however, for us
as anarchists to look at the wider implica-
tions of the growing militarism, what really
motivates it and thus on what grounds it
should be attacked.

No-one watching an interview with the
Defence Minister, John Nott, on a recent
Weekend World programme could have
failed to be impressed by his inability to
come up with anything but the old old
arguments to justify the arms race. Soviet
imperialism, in other words, is the ever
more terrible Antichrist (so terrible indeed
that óBetter red than dead!ô snapped Nottôs
predecessor, the tactless Pym, claiming to
speak on behalf of us all one day on TV.)
And yet we know that they know that,
even while the Cold War takes on a fresh
layer of ice, never has the Soviet empire
seemed so vulnerable.

In the East, China remains a big worry,
even if things havenôt yet reached the sit-
uation prophesied by Amalrik in Will the
Soviet Union Survive Until 1984? Yugos-

lavia and Romania have long since left the
Warsaw Pact, with Ceaucescu to the fore
of a big new peace campaign. Afghanistan
and Poland go without saying, while the
different nationalities that make up the
Soviet Union are clearly not reconciled to
Russian rule. Dissent in Estonia, Latvia
and Lithuania recently issued an appeal
for a nuclear-free Baltic sea.

In the West, as in the East, Marxism
has lost its intellectual prestige and is in
total disarray. The Cominform has long
given way to Eurcommunism and new
agreements over natural gas pipelines bet-
ween Western European countries and the
USSR emphasise the growing-economic
interdependence between the two blocs.
So what is the Cold War aboutó?

In his Not the Dimbleby Lecture Bey-
ond the Cold War E P Thompson sees one
explanation in the bonding function of
Cold War ideology. (óThe threat of an
enemy -ð even recourse to war ð has
always afforded to uneasy rulers a means
of internal ideological regulation and
s_ocial disciplineô). He sees another in the
self-perpetuating nature of the military/ô
industrial apparat, which he describes as
follows:-

óThe Cold War has become a habit, an
addiction. But it is a habit supported by
very powerful material interests in each
bloc: the military-industrial and research
establishments of both sides, the security
services and intelligence operations, and
the political servants of those interests.
These interests command a large (and
growing) allocation of the skills and re-
sources of each society; they influence
the direction of each societyôs economic
and social development; and it is in the

GREEPING MILITARISM
OF recent years the question of militarism
has received very little attention from
anarchists, as Ken Weller so rightly obser-
ved in Anarchy 77* in an article called
óShouting Slogans about Vietnamô:

óOver the past 20 years at least, the
history of ñleft wingò politics has been
the history of attitudes towards events
taking place ð or having taken place ð
hundreds or thousands of miles away.
Long and bitter debates and splits have
followed disputes on exactly which bur-
eaucracy to ñsupportò (critically or other-
wise)....in Spain, Korea, Greece, South
Africa, Algeria, Cuba, Bolivia or Black
Africa. The story (and the mistakes) have
been repeated ad nauseum. These politics
by proxy have at least one big advantage:
they put no one in Britain in serious jeop-
ardy.ô

The point Weller is trying to make is
that if we were to try to challenge our

own rulers we would have more effect on
what was happening abroad as we host
many of the multinational companies
whose activities have such a disastrous
effect on the third world.

One development which is being given
very little attention is a growing militar-
ism, which in this time when social dis-
content is spreading will be ð as in all
such times ð an important element in
social control.

Militarism and Authority
Opposition to militarism has always been
an important element in anarchist propag-
anda, for what are the essential elements
of itó? They are OBEDIENCE, UNIFORM-
ITY, VIOLENCE, NATIONALISM, PAT-
RIOTISM.....the very elements that are
making freedom difficult to achieve.
In the 60s there was a growing disregard
of authority and since that time there has

interest of these interests to increase that
allocation and to influence this direction
even moreô.

This quote is a significant one for anar-
chists (especially coming from a Marxist)
in that it would seem very much to validate
the anarchistsô traditional stress on the
psychology of power and their central
criticism of classical Marxism for ignoring
it. We believe that the analysis is right and
that it should lead naturally on to the
question of just what contribution anar-
chists in Britain are making to the anti-
militarist movement now.

Some (see Letters, this issue) have dep-
lored what they see as FREEDOMôs failure
to agitate. Well, sure, itôs no good simply
raising our glasses in the White Hart to
the future of Angel Alley, Whitechapel as
a nuclear-free zone. Given what anarchists
have to say, more eloquently than any
others, about the nature of power; given
that trying to create an anarchist society
in a Cold War is like trying to grow pine-
apples in the snow; given the tremendous
interest that has been rekindled in anti-
militarism since the beginning of the dec-
ade, surely this should bec0me,absolutely
without prevarication, the priority issue
for all of us, while we as editors should
malse it our specific priority to spread
news and ideas of anarchist involvement
in the antimilitarist movement. But in
order to do this it is vital that groups renew
their efforts to send in reports on their
activities, in this as well as in other fields.
The momentum for the present has been
lost. Help us regain it or itôll be forever
too late.

been a steady growth of the forces of the
state.

The police have been strengthened and
a para military riot police formed (by a
Labour government) and this process has
steadily gone on. There has been a force
with special powers to guard nuclear inst-
allations. The army and Special Services
have been introduced to their internal
repression role in Northern Ireland.

Now the young unemployed are getting
restive there is talk of training óholiday
campsô with the military. There is now
talk of another Home Guard to look after
other installations. Militarism is the obed-
ience cult and a uniform is part of it;
most of the deaths, violence and torture
are perpetrated by obedient men and now
quite a few women in uniform.

At Nuremburg some check was supp-
osed to have been put on the excuse of
obeying orders to engage in certain actions.
It is because people are prepared to place
themselves in the position of voluntary
servitude that society remains as it is.
ALAN ALBON
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ALWAYS WITH US?
INTERESTING sets of government fig-
ures. Official Treasury figures show that
as the saying goes the rich get richer and
the poor get poorer. They refer to the
total tax burden (including National In-
surance) for a ótypicalô family ie. two
parents and two children for the years
1978l79 and 1981/82. For those earning
half the national average this has gone up
by 92%. For those earning the national
wage (Ã148.75) this has gone up by 20.3%.
For those earning five times the average
wage this has gone down by 4.8% and for
those earning ten times the average wage
this has gone down by 14%. It will be
noticed that this period covers the time
since .the present Tory government took
over.

Other figures have been produced by
the Institute of Fiscal Studies which show
that the number of people who would be

MONICA GIORGI
APPEALING
MONICA GIORGI, is an Italian anarchist
who has been framed for óterrorist actsô
on the basis of perjured evidence by pros-
ecution witnesses, and was sentenced to
12 years imprisonment (see FREEDOM,
10th October, 1981).

Monica is now appealing against her
conviction which was based on alleged
membership of the marxist Prima Lina.

Letters of solidarity can be sent to her:
Monica Giorgi,
Carcere di Reggio Emilia.
42100 Reggio Emilia "
ITALY
Letters supporting her appeal, and pro-

testing against her conviction should be
sent to:

Dott-Sechi, President of the Assize
Court of Livorno,
57100 Livorno,
ITALY

better off, financially, on the dole has
gone down. In 1978 this was 20% of the
workforce. It is now 4%. Real benefits
are 7% lower. This óbetter off thanô is not
the simple comparison that is tossed about
by campaigners against óscroungers.ô In
1978, a poor family on three quarters
of the average wage would have lost Ã3.40
per week if the breadwinner became un-
employed. The experts say that this was
almost certainly less than the expenses
incurred in having a job. Now, the same
family would lose more than Ã20 per week.

Figures released today (1st March)
show that the earnings of some company
Directors went down last year, due to loss
of bonuses. However, the average Dir-
ectorôs wages went up 14% About a
quarter went up 25%.

Some groups of public sector workers
have managed to avoid the governmentôs
4% limit on pay rises. The police, for
instance. Or the armed forces. Now, it has
been announced that the Royal Family
are to have a 8.1% increase next year.

Meanwhile, changes in the method of
calculating supplementary benefits, mean
that 2 million families and 2 million pen-
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sioners will have their money cut. The
government has announced that it will
drop the óhousing elementô of the retail
price index when calculating benefits.
Another 3.5 million people will be affected
indirectly, as rent and rates rebates are
calculated using supplementary benefit
levels as a base.

The Budget has been well received by
Conservatives. Income tax has stayed at
the same rate but the thresholds for allow-
ances ha-ve been increased. Much less fuss
was made about the fact that the govern-
ment has already announced that it is
going to raise National Insurance contrib-
utions by 1%. This, apparently, does not
count as tax. It cancels out the budget
gain. Total tax bill for our ótypicalô family,
including income tax, National insurance,
VAT, rates etc. is now Ã73.37, that is
46.26% of their income. Our thesis is
undermined a little here. Those on 75%
of the national average only lose 44.92%.
Leaving a dizzy 55.08%. Or Ã57.01. Of
course, in these free market times, they
have the opportunity to reduce their tax
VAT or purchase tax. Or, as we may ask
the mathematically minded, what is 15%
of bugger alló?
DP
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DOH"ló 6110081} POLI'l'lGOS
IôD like to take up some of the points
raised by Nick Heathôs recent letter on
Poland. He says that FREEDOM has been
unfair in suggesting that the SWP are cyn-
ically supporting Solidarnosc to recruit
members. He also points out that the
Trotsyist papers have given much more
coverage to Poland than FREEDOM has.
I canôt remember what exactly FREE-
DOM wrote about the SWP position on
Poiand, if it was misleading than itôs right
of Nick to complain. However, I donôt
think there can be any doubt about the
opportunist way the SWP have been trying
to exploit Solidarnosc. They attack Solid-
mnosc for being nationalist and publish
stickers using the Solidarnosc logo (comp-
lete with Polish flag) to advertise Socialist
Worker. Nick says that the SWP have
always been anti-Stalinist; the truth is
that Trotskyism is nothing but shame-
faced Stalinism. The arguments that hard-
line Stalinists are currently using to justify
the suppression of Solidarnosc are exactly
the same as the arguments the SWP still
use to justify the suppression of Kronstadt,
(and I do mean exactly the same).

The SWP claim that the Polish workers
have been defeated because they didnôt
have an SWP type leadership.

óIf at the end of the day, the regimeôs
thugs were successful, there was noth-
ing inevitable about that success.ô
Socialist Review Jan-Feb 82
In fact itôs ridiculous to talk about the

workers being defeated. The authorities
could have taken this kind of action at
any time. Although the Polish army is
conscripted it has a hard core of 50,000
regulars, Jaruzelski also has more than
50,000 paramilitary forces at his disposal.
There were 50 divisions of Russian troops
deployed along Polandôs borders in case
Jaruzelski met more resistance than he
could handle. It should be borne in mind
that Jaruzelski was appointed defence
minister just before the invasion of Czech-
oslovakia and that the Polish divisions
were the most effective in that operation.
The Russians have half a centuryôs exper-
ience in counter-insurgency. The invasion
of Czechoslovakia demonstrated just how
skillfully the Russians could launch a rapid
and highly co-ordinated large-scale oper-
ation. From a purely military point of
view the December take-over in Poland
was as well executed as the Czechoslovak-
ian invasion.

It was an awareness of these factors
that convinced people like Walesa of the
need for non-violent revolution and how-
ever disappointing that might be for rev-
olutionaries in Finsbury Park it probably
still seems like a good idea in Gdansk.

In fact the military take-over represents
a defeat, not for the workers, but for the
authorities (particularly the Party) . Martial
law was resorted to because of the failure
to check the rise of Solidarnosc and the
failure to buy it off or incorporate it into
the state. But martial law shows no signs
of being successful. It was clearly an integ-
ral part of Jaruzelskiôs strategy to persuade
leading ómoderateô figures in Solidarnosc
to support his Military Council for Nat-
ional Salvation. A number of Solidarnosc
figures have been persuaded to make ster-
eotype statements of support for the gov-
ernment and criticism of Solidarnosc. The
most important of these was Zdislaw
Rozalak. Rozalak was a founding member
of Solidarnosc in Poznan, a major indust-
rial city where the first bloody revolts
took place in 1956. But when foreign
journalists were allowed to interview Roz-
alak, he retracted his statement much to
the governmentôs embarrassment. They
have had no better luck with Walesa
although he was obviously expected to
co-operate.

It was first announced that Walesa was
not under arrest at all but helping the
óauthorities to negotiate a solution to the
crisis. As late as a month after martial
law Walesa was still being represented as a
moderate in party newspapers. It was
reported for example that he had spent
hours in the lobby at the national Solid-
arnosc conference because he wanted
nothing to do with the extremists. It was
not until 26 January, more than six weeks
after martial law, that a formal detention
order was served on him. Then the news-
papers, reflecting a change of official pol-
icy, claimed that Walesa had been the ins-
trument the Catholic Church used to
transform Solidarnosc into a ócounter-
revolutionary social movementô. So the
take-over was successful only in military
terms, it has not achieved its social objec-
tives. The present suffering of the working
class does not mean it has been defeated.
óA non-violent revolution also has its
priceô Walesa said shortly before the take-
over.

Socialist Review articles on Poland are
illuminating not so much for what they
say about Solidarnosc as for what they
reveal about the Trotskyist strategy for
seizing power.

óThe workers were defeated, not be-
cause they did not have the strength to
defeat the regime, but because a leader-
ship did not exist within their organ-
isation that knew how to build and
direct that strength.ô
Socialist Review Jan-Feb 82.

According to this article the leaders of
Solidarnosc should have formed a central-
ised conspiritorial group or party. The act
activities of this party should remain sec-
ret from the working class as a whole. It
should have secretly won to its ranks
members of the armed forces and the
police. It is admitted that these órecruitsô
within the security services would only be
motivated by self-interest, hedging their
bets against a successful revolution, and
yet Socialist Review advocates conspiring
with this filth in secret from the working
class as a whole. The chances of this sort
of activity being successful are probably
remote but even if they worked it doesnôt
take a lot of imagination to see how a rev-
olution would develop led by a party
already in league with a section of the old
security forces. Solidarnosc has given us
the nearest thing since Spain to a syndic-
alist revolution and yet as Nick Heath
says, the coverage Poland has received in
FREEDOM has been dismal. I hope this
letter will stimulate some discussion on
the subject.

Of course there are aspects of Solidar-
nosc that are disturbing and comrades
may be understandably apprehensive
about getting involved in a campaign sup-
ported by Reagan and Thatcher. In Craw-
ley weôre trying to circumvent these diff-
iculties by setting up an International
Workersô Solidarity Campaign group.
Broadening the outlook to embrace the
Chile, El Salvador, Turkey and Anti-
Apartheid campaigns etc. makes it easier
to expose the hypocrisy of opportunist
hacks, both left and right.

Anyone interested in setting up some-
thing along these lines on a wider basis,
please write to:

RAY COWPER
1 Bluebell Close
Crawley
West Sussex

THE Queensland, Australia, government
has announced limited reforms in its treat-
ment of aborigines, after international
criticism. These reforms consist of a new
form of land tenure. The aborigines feel
that they ought to have freehold tenure
of their reservations. However, the govern-
ment felt that this would be going too far.
Amongst the pressures on the government
were threats to disrupt the Commonwealth
Games in Brisbane in October. Steps have
been taken to cope with this, for example
new security regulations, including the
right of search without warrent and with-
out charge.


























