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LAWAND

WHAT a time it is for Law and Order! In
the past couple of weeks we have seen a
full scale media deluge on the subject.
Crime figures, hanging, Special Branch
computers, processions of public figures
spontaneously moved to make authorit-
ative, even authoritarian statements. It, is
all thler=. And they say we are paranoiac.

There can be no doubt that this is
orchestrated. Presumably to prepare ihe
ground for a response on the streets tiis
spring and summer. Those preparations
are also taking more concrete forms.
There are training runs in Brixton again,
van loads of police being disgorged, da-
ployed, then packed away again. Strecis
quietly prepared, so that they can easil,
be sealed off.

There is little point in analysing the
full disinal catalogue. A listing will do.
Calls for discipline, like the poor, are
always with us. Could there be a connec-
tion? The current cascade really got going
with the release of the crime figures for
Metropolitan London. These showed a
general increase, which the police did not
understate. For example, ‘serious crime’
was up by 8 percent. It certainly sounds
‘serious’. In fact, it covers just about
everything except motoring offences.

According to James Crane, who is
Chief Inspector of Constabulary and so
presumable knows, 95 percent of seriour
offences are property offences and two
thirds of these involve property worth
less than £100. Much emphasis was laid
on street crime generally called mugging,
which makes up about %2 percent of ser-
ious crime! The opportunity to reinforce
racial stereotypes and carry on the good
work in the maturation of scapegoats
was taken.

If the crime rate is rising, then it is
apparent that more money will be spent
on police, prisons and the like. Stress was
not laid on the extent to which this has
already been done. The police have their
pay rise, rather better than the norm for
public sector employees, recruitment is up,
new prisons are to be built. Yet the suc-
cess rate in crime detection has gone
down. Odd, that.

While all this was simmering (‘Black
Crime. The Alarming Figures.’” ‘Police
Focus On Blacks As Crime Rate Rises’)
the Police Federation launched a campaign
for the restoration of hanging. Expensive
half page advertisements in the press, total
cost £30,000 (happily accepted by the
liberal Guardian) with clip-out coupon to
post off (Please rush me my Junior Exec-
utioner’s Kit). But, surely, this would
only be for capital murder. There’s no
possibility of an extension to black,
homosexual Trotskyist muggers? Or to
people out on the streets during riots
(they get three months and a smashed
knee).

Jim Jardine, chairman of the Police
Federation, calls for the police to ‘go to
war’ with criminals. Politicians must ‘stop
paying lip-service to the rule of law’. (That
could be read several ways). ‘We are giving
this warning to the public and parliament
that anarchy could be the order of the
day before very long.’ I thought that
from their point of view it was disorder
but we’ll charitably gloss over such ideo-
logical inconsistency. Then six days later,
he resigns.

Hammer McNee, Metropolitan Police
Commissioner, chimes in. Some people
are ‘hell bent on criticising and destroying
everyone who is on the side of law and

order and indeed of decency.... I say to
such, get off our backs and allow police
officers to get on with their job.” Then he
resigns.

His replacement is Kenneth Newman
(nice touch), one time head of the Royal
Ulster Constabulary. During his three
years there, they became armed with shot
guns, M1 carbines, 38 revolvers and high
velocity rifles. He has a lot of experience
of policing street disorders. His new app-
ointment has been criticised by Ken Liv-
ingstone, GLC chairman, for its neo-colon-
ial aspects. Geoffry Dickens, MP, asked in
parliament whether this might be 9ust
what we need to control London.’

James Anderton Chief Constable of
Greater Manchester, is not one to be left
out at a time like this. He released the
text of a speech. ‘A quiet revolution is
taking place around us and the prize is
political power to be wielded against the
most cherished elements of the establish-
ment including the monarchy. It is as
much the duty of the police to guard
against this as it is to guard against crime.
I sense and see in our midst an enemy
more dangerous, insidious and ruthless
than any faced since the second world
war.” When dissident voices find establish-
ment conspiracies everywhere, this is lab-
elled paranoiac. Such a diagnosis s, appar-
ently, inappropriate for a public servant
such as Chief Constable Anderton. His
call is for the police to be allowed to do
as they wish, with no dabbling from polit-
ical busybodies.

William Whitelaw, Home Secretary,
was reported to be under pressure from
hard line right wingers. The media spent a
few days presenting him as ‘liberal’. It
worked out all right in the end. He had
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only to point to his record since the Tories
took office (‘liberal’, huh) and propose an
extension of police powers of stop ana
search. Well, sus has gone, so there has to
be some way of annoying young blacks.

Meanwhile, the riot theme was not far
away. Super Scarman, writer of reports,
said that if ‘that thin blue line had been
overwhelmed’ during the Brixton riots
then the army would have to be called.
‘Only a few, unreinforced policemen,
many of them young, stood between Inner
London and a total collapse of law and
order.” Whitelaw spelt it out explicitly.
The government and the police are prepar-
ing to deal with riots on the anniversary
of last years.

Rhodes Boyson, neo-Dickensian head-
master, blames it all on the ‘permissive’
60s (I was always irritated by that phrase,
if freedom was ‘permitted’, then it could
be withdrawn. As, indeed, it has been).
Margaret Thatcher has picked up this
theme.

To emphasise the cliche about ideas
whose time has come we have the example
of the Volunteer Cadet Corps. On 26th
March, John Lee, MP for Nelson and

Colne, suggested that a force of young
community cadets could be recruited to
patrol parks and housing estates, combat
glue sniffing and ‘after a limited period
of training’, mix with other youngsters
and ‘go into’ schools and youth clubs.
There would be a National Force, with its
own uniform, presumably drawn from
devotees of Junior Police 5. Lo and be-
hold, not being above cliches myself, the
Thames Valley police force, recent sters
of the TV screen, are to enroll about 162
‘boys and girls’. They will wear speciai
uniforms with a badge saying Volunteer
Cadet Corps. It is emphasised that there
is no suggestion of Junior Vigilantes, this
would be °‘nothing more than a police
version of the Scouts,Guides or the Army
Cadet Force’.

Possible riots, the risk of being swam-
ped by shrieking mobs of aliens goaded
by agitators, provide a convenient handle.
But, the underlying trend has been there
all the time. I’m sure that few FREEDOM
readers were startled by the speed at which
the police were equipped with gas. The
practice has been in Northern Ireland
and it is not paranoid to note Kenneth

Newman’s curriculum vitae. The increas-
ingly strident public and political postures
of the law enforcement industry are simply
symptoms. To demand political account-
ability by the police, a call echoed from
James Callaghan leftwards is not the point.
I have had dealings with Revolutionary
Militia and the only difference from the
SPG is the possession of machine guns.
This is an authoritarian trend. Mary White-
house is demanding legislation against
pornography from Space. In affluent times,
with resources flowing in from the Third
World, the system can be permissive. When
things are ‘the most cherished elements of
the establishment think that they can hold
it. A small skilled ‘technobureaucracy’,
completely brainwashed by their relative
privilege, and a sullenarmy of expendables.
At the final moment, they are prepared
to wipe the lot out and take their bunk-
ered chance of survival. The only cure is
to dismantle the wnole system. Soon,
throwing bricks at tuie police may not be
quite so sweeping. It might even quicken
the clamp uuw.i. Sui there coines a time
when you say to hell with it.

DP

Getting Away With Murder

IN the middle of the cries of the hang’em
and birch’em mob, it is as well to reflect
that policemen and prison warders, apart
from the armed forces, are responsible for
more murders and violence to defenceless
people than any other group. At the
moment Jardine and his Police organisa-
tion are entering the political field more
openly and demand the return of capital
punishment with advertisements in the
press. In the meantime these bastions of
freedom, as they describe themselves in
recruiting advertisements, get away with
violence and murder of people in their
power, and often after assaulting their
victims then charge them with assault on
themselves. The first qualification of a
policeman is to be able to perjure himself
in court, often ably assisted by the mag-
istrates and the judiciary.

We have the Police Chiefs staunchly
defending their powers like Anderton de-
fending his expensive defence of private
property at the Scott works. Even small
reduction and control of police powers as
suggested by Scarman are being resisted
by the police establishment.

The Law is to Defend the Thieving of
the Tich from the Thieving of the Poor
(G B Shaw)

This is well illustrated by the fact that
our. prisans are filled by the poor disad-
vantaged and underprivileged, and that
the people who riot on the streets are not
those who hog most of the wealth of the
country. The rich and powerful are busy

persuading people through their control
of the media that this is how it is, as it
has always been, and how it should con-
tinue to be. If they fail to do this in this
way they manipulate the law, increase the
police force, pay them more to ensure
their loyalty and if all else fails fall back
on the army, as they have done before
when discontent has become more than a
rumble.

PROPERTY IS THEFT

Taking the place of McNee as Chief of the
Metropolitan Police is Sir Kenneth New-
man, a man with considerable experience
of civil disorder in Northern Ireland, and
no doubt his choice, with an eye to future
unrest in the metropolis, had this in mind.
The cries of Anderton and his fellow pol-
ice chiefs of political interference and in
favour of police independence cannot be
taken seriously. The police are an arm of
the establishment, they defend a property
based society against the illegal redistrib-
ution of wealth by what they describe as
the criminal elements, which are not really
looking for revolutionary change to a
propertyless society, in addition they,
through their secret police departments,
protect the establishment from change.
We have a divided society in which the
owners of public resources are so entren-
ched, that they have a private army, ie
the police, paid for by those who are the
victims of the establishment. While the
establishment was able to distribute some

of the largesse to the metropolitan country
it was ableto persuade people of the ben-
efits of this private army but when the
army of the dispossessed becomes large
and self-evident, then the real role of the
police is exposed.

A LAW UNTO THEMSELVES

In an attempt to pullthewoolover peoples’
eyes, there is a police complaints proced-
ure. Its operation has become so obviously
farcical that there are proposals to give
it some sort of credibility. The police are
a closed organisation and they speak no
evil nor hear evil against each other, and
providing there is no third party present
can murder and beat people up with im-
punity. The difficulty of bringing police
officers to justice, even in their terms is
shown by the expensive farce of operation
countryman who were confronted by
police mouths as tight as a bear’s arse in
winter.

THE ANSWER TO ‘CRIME’

A propertyless moneyless, classless society
in which the boys and girls in blue can help
in useful activity the bewigged old vandals
in red retired to homes for geriatrics, prob-
ably in one of the empty prisons.

ALAN ALBON

PS Scarman said in the House of Lords
that the army may have to be called in if
the police fail. There we have it. A divided
society ultimately propped up by force.
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NEWS FROM SUSSEX

ORGANISATION!

‘THEY GOT THE GUNS, BUT WE GOT
THE NUMBERS.....’
{The Doors, Five to One)

WHAT is it that the government, the Est-
ablishment, the police and all those bodies
which exist to maintain the status quo
fear the most? The molotov-throwing rev-
olutionary? The IRA bomber? The occas-
ional riot in an inner-city ghetto?

NO -itis ORGANISATION they fear
the most. The media around the time of
the Brixton Festival last year was full of
implications that the riots were being
orchestrated and carefully organised,
rather than the spontaneous expression of
fury that they really were. Laws exist to
prevent meetings of revolutionaries, sho-
uldthe powers-that-be wish to enforce
them. Police permission is required before
amarch can go ahead. Mail can be opened,
telephones tapped. These and many more
methods are employed by the establish-
ment to keep an eye on the opposition
and prevent it from getting too strong.

Organisation is the only way to revol-
ution. This is why we have formed the
Sussex Anarchist Society.

When anarchists speak of organisation,
we do not mean that which is imposed
from above, by leaders who tell the min-
ions what to do, which way to go, how to
behave. When we speak of organisation
we mean that which is based on mutual

S e R R R O TR

ERRATUM

Re the editorial ‘Breaking the Ice’ (last
issue) Francis Pym, ex-Minister of Defence
is quoted as having said on TV ‘Better red
than dead!’ Of course this should be ‘Bet-
ter dead than red’! EDS.

agreement by all the parties involved,
through argument, discussion and opinions
put forward by everyone (it’s called ‘dem-
ocracy’ in case you’d forgotten what that
word meant).

The main problem with anarchist
groups in Britain at the moment is that
they are too isolated and do not collabor-
ate enough with other groups. It is for
reason that anarchist groups in Hastings,
Worthing, Brighton and Sussex University
have come together in the S.@.S. to ex-
change ideas, information and views so
that we can stand as a united and power-
ful front.

The idea of alliance between anarchist
_voups is not very new, but it only seems
to be recently that the movement as a
whole is starting to unite and grow. The
Direct Action Movement which is based
in Manchester, now has branches in Hull,
Cardiff and other areas, mainly around
the north of the country. The increased
amount of anarchic organisation and
collaboration can only act to the good of
the whole movement, as information and
ideas are disseminated which, one would
hope, will soon lead to a nationwide net-
work of groups who were once isolated.
That way we shall form a solid front of
unity.

The Sussex Anarchist Society invites
any isolated anarchists in the county to
get in touch with us. We hope soon to be
organising meetings around the county
and also to produce a news-sheet covering
Sussex in the very near future, for which
any contributions are welcome. Worthing
anarchists are just in the process of pro-
ducing their own newspaper Ludd and
Swing, which should appear on the streets
soon, and will be available from Hastings
@ Group, so this will no doubt be includ-
ing more information about the S@S.

Contact the S@S at 14 Silchester Road,
St Leonards-on-Sea, Sussex.

As the 12th century Chinese philos-
opher Shio T°zu wrote: ‘Alone we are but
tiny ripples in the vast ocean of oppression,
but together we are a mighty wave which
will destroy the house of the tyrant, en-
gulf the fortress of the emperor and drown
those who would oppress the people.’
THE MAD-EYED SCREAMER

News from Brighton and Sussex University

THE upshot of the David Owen affair
(see FREEDOM 6.2.82) is these sentences
imposed by the University for activities at
the meeting and at subsequent disciplinary
efforts:-

One suspension (reduced from expulsion).
Three let off on condition of ‘good be-
haviour’ (one reduced from expulsion,
two from suspension). Ten fined or repri-
manded. One found not guilty (ironically
the only one actually accused of throwing
something — a tomato — at Owen). The
expulsions and suspensions were recinded
after an administrative building had been
occupied for two weeks — for which the
Students Union was charged over £10,000
of the money it gets from the University
in the first place.

An ex-student was fined £65 by Brigh-
ton Magistrates Court for hitting Univer-
sity Admissions Officer Edward Nakhle
with an egg during a visit to the University
by Tory MPs and other local dignitaries.

Brighton Anarchist Group is producing
issue 2 of ANARCHIST EXPRESS, which
will be sent to all those who wrote request-
ing issue 1. Sorry, we ran out of copies of
that one.

Sussex Anarchist Society (S@S) has
been formed, presently consisting of
Brighton, Hastings, Sussex University and
Worthing groups.

WILD&,A’T If someone you love is suffering, and

you know they're suffering, and you can stop their
suffering, then you do.That’s what the word love means.

Therefore a Being who loves everbody, who
knows everything and can do anything,
is 3 logical impossibility in the real world.
N M
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In putting forward this idea of the way
people use imagination to summon the
strength to overcome the apparently
insurmountable, I have to acknowledge a
debt to the late Charles Parker, the
creator of the BBC Radio ballads. In
looking for an explanation of what had
happened I remembered his ideas comm-
unicated to me when I was a student
twelve years ago, and remembering what
he had to say about the power of the
ordinary human voice which really had
something to say, I understood why the
simple and truthful things so many of the
women and men who came on the march
found the courage to stand up and say
were so extraordinarily moving and
powerful when set beside the usual
speechifying of traditional political
organising. Ann Pettit

WAS it really the same Aldermaston pub
that 50,000 people gathered at in 19637
Here were just twenty people, led by
Nara, a Buddhist from Milton Keynes,
and a banner declaring ‘Pagans Against
Nukes’. With drum beating we walked
through country lanes and joined-up with
the Women at USAF Greenham Common.
(Although it is officially still called ‘RAF’
Greenham Common). American military
patrol the fence in USAF trucks and most
of the traffic in and out is of American
personnel or vehicles.

This March was a symbolic one leaving
Aldermaston AWRE (Atomic Weapons
Research Establishment) for Greenham

THE Right Honourable Mr Norman Tebbit
was to be heard a few weeks back on the
radio saying that ‘What the British system
demands is a Government moderately
right of centre and an Opposition moder-
ately left of centre.” Mr Tebbit is one of
our numerous Ministers for Unemploy-
ment, a dedicated TINA-man, and is abs-
olutely sure that the British system is
here to stay forever...and ever...and ever.

As such, he is no doubt welcoming the
emergence of the Social Democratic Party
and in particular MrWoy Jenkins’ victory
at Hillnead last week — for you could
hardly wish for anyone more moderately
left of centre than Jenkins. He has, averred
his buddy Dr David Owen, not used the
word ‘socialism’ for years, not even in
connection with the system by which an
enormous amount of claret is blended
and bottled through co-operatives in the
Bordeaux area — a system by which many
peasant producers make use communally
of equipment they could not afford
themselves. Isn’t that socialistic? But
probably Woy drinks only chateau-bottled
clawet.

This cosy concept, however of consen-
sus politics going on and on forever, per-
petually fobbing off the electorate with
meaningless shufflings, must come to an

Greenham Gomm

where the next wave of missiles is expect-
ed. The Peace Camp women were pre-
paring for the next day’s 24 hour blockade
of all the gates. Others were putting final
arrangements together for the one-day
festival. The Spring Equinox had been
chosen as a positive force for life. Each
gate had different ceremonies and cele-
brations planned.

Saturday night saw vans and buses
arriving to camp on the heathland sur-
rounded by silver birchwoods. One such
was the Tibetan-Ukranian Mountain
Troupe — a bunch of fire-eating jugglers,
mindbending bodybuilders and general
entertainers; also possessing a large mar-
quee for events undercover — music and
such. Uhuru Cafe & Wholefood Collective
were one of several mobile canteens serv-
ing nourishing soups and cheap snacks.
Thev also seemed to be the core of the
Oxford Street Band, who along with
Bristol Ambling Band and the exper-
ienced swinging Fall Out Marching Band
paraded around the campsite — Brass
pounding-out rhythm and Percussion
thumping out too. Their songs included
ones from the ‘First Wave’ as well as
rousing contemporary stuff!

Abakushi are the first all-women Reg-
gae band I've heard. They were great!
Powerful music backed up by strong lyrics,
making the masculine-reggae bands sound
pale and trivial by comparison.

Sunday morning was wet but still the
Tent-Village grew. Stalls were put-up for
everything from WRI — War Resisters
International — to Leeds Postcards. Acorn
Bookshop (Reading) to Hunt Saboteurs;
Fourth World Assembly to Fairford Peace
Camp, nr. Cirencester, Glos. Magazines
were hawked around. I bought Radiator
one of many local papers covering CND
issues — this one devoted entirely to
Greenham Common — available from
4 Chase Cres. Woodcutts, Salisbury Wilts.
(30p + postage)

Radiator should be bought by everyone
wishing to know the history of the Peace
Camp; which has by its example created a
wave of support and similar action in many
other areas. Specifically it has spawned
other peace camps at Molesworth, Cam-
bridgeshire; Fairford, Glos; Welford, Berk-
shire; and sparked-off discussion and
action which culminated here at Green-
ham on Sunday with a 24 hour blockade
of the seven gates, plus a flying-squad of
women who successfully blocked the
opened-up fence to make an emergency
ate.
£ This resulted in 39 women getting
arrested and charged with obstruction;
because their action was non-violent the
unnecessary violence, particularly by one
senior officer from Oxford who brutally
kicked and handled Nara, a pacifist Budd-
hist Monk, mistaking her for a young,

Entryism

end sometime. The initiative has come
already, with the Trotskyist infiltration
of the Labour Party and the consequent
driving out of the moderates. The Trots’
theory of ‘entryism’ is nothing new and
stems from the four-way split in 1948 of
the old Revolutionary Communist Party,
one faction (or was it two?) of which
decided that the Labour Party was where
the working class was, and so that was
where they should be. One of the other
factions became the WRP... but we mustn’t
get involved in dusty history like 1948.

One of the fallacies of entryism was
that the Labour Party would quietly stand
still and be taken over. Another was that
the media would not notice what was
going on, and yet another was that the
electorate (and remember it’s the ‘floating
voters’ who win elections) would also
stand still and vote for the Labour Party
no matter what it said or did, or what the
media said or did.

The Labour Party’s Parliamentary Party
is basically a party of carpetbaggers, who
have hung on as long as they could see no

other alternative for a comfortable ride.
Some are sponsored by trade unions, the
leaders of which have had their troubles
with ‘The Left’ in the past and have seen
them off. Some have swung from Left to
Right themselves in the interests of not
rocking the boat for a Labour Government
and have no thought other than remaining
as well-paid labour representatives in a
capitalist world. Although the Conserva-
tive Party has to maintain its traditions of
hostility to the unions, most of the largest
capitalist companies have been more than
happy to embrace the closed shop in ex-
change for a quiet life;it is noticeable that
when a storm blows up over the issue of
the closed shop, it is the union which is
seen as being in the wrong, while the
bosses sit back chuckling.

The unions, through their political
levy, are the paymasters of the Labour
Party, and they are quite capable of pull-
ing the rug out from beneath anybody
who looks like rocking the boat too vio-
lently from their entrenched postition of
moderate left of centre.







































