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IF Andrew Lloyd Webber is so hooked on
Argentinian politics that he ever wants
to write a sequel to óEvitaôhe could hardly
do better than pick up a scenario from
the media of last week and write songs to
fit.

In fact, some of the songs are already
there, with a bit of pirating, which would
be appropriate. Alter the lyrics of óGeorgia
On My Mindô and stir in a bit of óAny Old
Ironô and youôve got the opening number
with all those scrap merchants landing on
South Georgia (where?) to demolish an
old unused whaling station, the wind
machine ruffling their hair through the
vigorous dance routine, closing with back
projections of Captain Ahab and the Great
White WhaleðMoby Dick himselfð there
to symbolise the spirit of natural sover-
eignty.

By the time you are reading this, com-
rade, you will probably know the end of
this divertissement, for things are happen-
ing so quickly that as we go to press we
can only say that the British Fleet, God
Bless ôEr, is still steaming resolutely south-
wards towards the 200-mile circle declared
out-of-bounds for Argentininan ships by
the Lord High of the Admiralty here in
London where everybody is still deter-
mined to hang on to the ownership of a
couple of barren rocks pinched by our
ancestors in the nineteenth century.

The actual origin of British sovereignty
over the Falkland Islands is something
that everybody (well everybody in power)
is keeping Very quiet about. This could be
because the British just seized it in 1831
or thereabouts (nobody ._ seems very sure
when) after the Spanish, who had occupied
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it before that, had evacuated all their
ópossessionsô in the South Atlantic and
claim had been laid to it by the newly
emerging state of Argentinað who made
the mistake of not occupying and planting
a flag on the relatively barren islands, 400
miles off the eastern shores of Patagonia.

Those were still the heydays of Empire,
especially the British Empire , and anybody
finding the odd island þoating around
without a þag on it (even 8000 miles away)
felt entitled to stick up their own flag and
shout loudly óTHIS IS OURSô and so it
was.

Unhappily, something about the deal
made with the departing Spaniards made
the Argentinians think the Falklands and
South Georgia óbelongedô to themð and
they have neverðnever*- accepted British
sovereignty, which was established by
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importing a lot of sheep farmers and pop-
ulating the place rather like it was done in
Northern Ireland.

Over the years, the dispute over owner-
ship has been a running sore for the Arg-
entinians, although they did not push too
hard, for it was a matter of national pride
more than anything elseðas it has also
been for the British, who have used the
islands as a whaling station, a trading post
and a jumping off point for whoever was
exploring the Antarctic circle, as well of
course, as a breeding ground for all those
sheepðnow numbering 600 ,000ðand their
owners, now numbering 1,800.

These are the people, and these are the
sheep (you can tell the difference because
the people walk on only two legs) about
whom, or which, all the trouble is. Or so
you are asked to believe. The Falkland
Islanders, like the Gibraltarians and the
Protestant Northern Irelanders and no
doubt the Hong Kongians and the North
Bornioans and the people of the Isle of
Man, all want to remain BRITISH.

And so they shall! No matter what the
cost! They all may perish in the struggle,
but by God, theyôll perish British! Nobody
perishes better than the British. We have
perished in India; we have perished in
Africa, we have perished in America, North
and South; we have perished in Europe.
There is no far-flung corner of the world
in which the British have not perished. If
we are good enough to perish in Northern
Ireland, by God we must be good enough
to perish in the Falklands!

What for, do we hear you askó? Are
you mad, sir, or madam, or person? This
is a matter of principle. You may have
noticed in your public papers that at this
very time we are handing over the com-
plete control of their national affairs to
the Canadiansðbut we must point out to
you that this has been done by proper
process of law. We have screwed the
French Canadians and the remaining
Indians by the due and legal processes
that everybody respectsðbut here are
these Argies simply walking in and taking
over that which we walked in and took
over a century-and-a-half ago. That was
different!

Besides which, somebody has found
oil in the seas around the Falklands. So
wható? Here are these 1,800 sheep farmers
ðno, sorry, more than half of them work
for the Falkland Islands Company (sub-
sidiary of Charrington Coal) and live in
company-owned houses, but they are all
free-born Britons and wish to remain
and what do they know about oil under
the sea? Well, frankly, nothing, which is
sad, because it is their lives that may be
expended as a matter of principle to
maintain British sovereignty over the Falk-
lands.

óInternational banking DOES transcend
politicsðwe are continuing trading with
Poland, for example.ô--Bank of England
spokesman, BBC TV 6/4/82.

\./

We say ómay beô because we have to be
realistic, donôt weó? It ómay beô that in the
end of all this hullaballoo, we, the God-
given British, will have to do a deal with
these damned dagoes from Argentina. But
we shall have to negotiate from a position
of strength. It may well be going too far
to actually nuke Buenos Aires, as one of
our MPs suggested, but we certainly have
to teach them Argies a lesson. They are
on the Falklands. Right in Port Stanley,
right? So thatôs where we have to winkle
them out of, rightó? And if we have to
blast Port Stanley, and the rest of the
island out of the seað so be it. Right must
prevail, rightó? In this respect we must pay
tribute to Michael Foot of the Labour
Party. In the emergency debate in the
House of Commons on Saturday 3rd April
nobody provided a more patriotic, jingo-
istic and imperialist speech than Michael.
He may be against nuclear weapons, but
by God he really puts his faith in conven-
tional forces. And he knows whatôs right!

Too bad about those Islanders,though.
But then, we must admit, they wouldnôt
be much use when it comes to exploiting
the oil between the Islands and the main-
landðthe area people who know are calling
The New Kuwaitð~would theyó? Itôs the
oilmen we want, the chaps who have
made Aberdeen the Dallas of the North,
not a lot of bloody sheep farmers.

S0 no doubt we can do a deal. When
it comes to it, who really gives a damn
about sovereigntyó? Itôs the material wealth
that matters. Let the Islanders come back
to Britain, they are white , after allðthough
under Mrs Thatcherôs Nationality Bill, they
will be third class citizens because most
of them were not born in this country.
But then, we repeat, they are white, and
thatôs what really matters. Kith ônô kin,
innitó?

Fifty million quid, this has cost us-ð
before a shotô has been fired. But itôs all
for a principle. I.t doesnôt matter that the
people of the Falkland Islands never
owned the Falklands themselves, any
more than the people of Argentina have
sovereignty over all those vast lands, or
the British people own Britain. All these
were occupied centuries agoðby the same
means that the British occupied those
islands.

It so happens at the moment that Arg-
entina is ruled by a particularly vicious
ótin-pot fascist juntaô wanting to distract
its citizens from its economic problemsñ
and the Falklands are about to be defended
by the rump of a nineteenth century im-
perialist tory regime, wanting to distract
its citizens from its economic problems
and using willing recruits to do its dirty
work for it. So whatôs newó? We defend
one ósovereigntyô against another? Itôs
very convenient for the British that the
present regime in Argentina is a partic-
ularly nasty fascist regimeðbut has that
stopped Thatcherôs Government from
trading with itó? Or selling arms to itó? Or
lending it money? No, it hasnôt.

One of the ironies of the present sit-
uation is that the Argentine navy has
been equipped with British hardware. If it
comes to a shooting match, the British
navy knows exactly what to expect-ðfor
it is its own (out-dated) equipment that
will be used against it. Another irony is
that, for all the deterrence that Britain
has with its vast nuclear arsenalð-all point-
ing Eastwardsð it has been upstaged by a
third-class power from the West, taking it
by surprise.

We might feel sorry for the islanders,
and for the marines, soldiers, sailors and
airmen who could be killed in this exercise
if it came to a shooting match. But no-
body forced the servicemen to join the
forces. If they fell for the crap about a
good life with the professionals; if they
thought it was all glamour to learn how
to kill their fellow men and womenðand
children--for the myths of nationality,
patriotism and sovereignty, they have no-
body but themselves to blame. The islan-
ders have done well and have been coss-
etted by the myths of British sovereignty
ðnow they are being presented with the
bill.

As anarchists we have to say that the
sovereignty that matters is individual sov-
ereignty. We all live in occupied countries.
This country of Britain has been occupied
by a ruling class for centuries. We live on
its terms; we are forced to obey its rules"
which are laid down without consultation
with usðwe are governed by force, but
we donôt have to fight for it.

The nationality of our rulers does not
matter. It is the fact that we are ruled
that matters.
PS . \e
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in 0 Terrorism
THE whole question of the relationship
between violence terrorism and anarchism
has been extensively discussed and quite
rightly. Agreement between anarchists on
the subject has never been reached, there
is so much human emotion surrounding
the subject and anarchists are as subject
to the irrationalities of our society as are
others.

The irrational fears that permeate our
society are highlighted by the raids on the
anarchist press by the Anti-Terrorist squad
briefly mentioned in our last issue. The
squad represents a group of successful
terrorists who as this is being written are
sending a vast force armed with all sorts
of explosive devices against another group
of terrorists (ie the Argentine government)
who have occupied a small piece of land
acquired by the first group of terrorists
when they were in their prime.

GOVERNMENTS ARE SUCCESSFUL
TERRORISTS
A good example of this is the present
Israeli government, having successfully
acquired sovereignty they are now terror-
izing the old occupants of the land--except
the present activities of the Israeli govern-
ment are called enforcing law and order
and the activities of their opponents terr-
oristic. George Orwell called this sort of
double talk Newspeak, and the visitation
of the representatives of the legitimised
terrorists to our press reminds us how
close to 1984 we are.

SOVEREIGNTY
This is a specious sort of private owner-
ship for which a lot of people who own
nothing will be killing a lot of people who
are in a similar position. These islands, a
residue of the Great British Empire (over
which the sun never set and the wages
never rose) are now being subject to an
expensive operation by one country,
which has 3 million unemployed, and is
drifting slowly towards being a police state
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and, another which is already police state
and has a vast number of even poorer
people. In both countries the populations
are being roused by equally controlled
medias to jingoist nationalist fervour for
an operation which the dispossessed of
both countries will have to pay and will
not benefit the unfortunate population of
the islands in dispute.

PROPERTY IS THEFT
The 800,000 sheep on the islands will
probably have as much say on the future
of the islands as the inhabitants, their
destiny will probably be the same whoever
claims ósovereigntyô. Neither will the pop-
ulations of Britain and Argentina have
any more say, they have no say over their
land. The British governorôs cocked hat
and sword has not added to the islandersô
security of tenure and having inherited a

previously uninhabited island and been
prepared to farm the soil they have a right
to assert their decisions over the islands.
Instead the islanders have vested the
powers of discussion in a small group of
people thousands of miles away. This is
what people do everywhere, some are
given the illusion of control by being
permitted to place a X on a piece of
paper, others have a more overt form of
power imposed upon them.

GOOD CUSTOMERS SOMETIMES
BECOME BAD NEIGHBOURS
The probability is that if hostilities break
out British weapons will be killing British
people, for those that are sending forth
this armada, represent those that have
made a good profit out of such trade.
Those that are baying about the foul Arg-
entine junta have not been so concerned.
The vast business interests that have kept
the various S American juntas in place
operate from European sources. Their vic-
tims number millions and it is within our
own power to seize the sovereignty that
they have over us, and we will only have
to go up the road to do it.
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THE Anti-Parliamentary campaign in the
Hillhead by -election achieved some impact,
but as usualthe threat to the electoral circus
was not serious enough to make more than
a handful of the people take notice. A
couple of comrades, in particular, comm-
itted themselves to street corner speaking
six days a week for two weeks. Cold wea-
ther and indifference to any politics made
most of this effort limited in impact.

The last meeting on Sat 20th did suc-
ceed. With more Clydeside anarchists part-
icipating, an element of óspontaneityô was
introduced as Brian, the principal speaker,
posed as a heckler and attracted a large
crowd as he bated Dave, the straight anar-
chist. This was extremely lively, and the
interest continued even when Brian took
over the chair himself. Amongst the raza-
mataz, the soliciting, the salesmanship, at
last some semblance of life ð and this was
appreciated by the crowd who blocked
the street.

The media played their usual game
preferring to concentrate on sloganising
such as the pensioner on his bike parading
the message: óOne of three millionô. A sin-
ister side was the activities of ultra-loyalist
gangsters in Pastor Jack ôs campaign photo-
graphing opposition to their lorry parading
through the area. They were not amused
as people shouted óI like the sound of
breaking glassô and óGod is deadô to them.
Problems in attracting a commitment by
many local anarchists had ô limited the
campaign to propagandising with the meg-
aphone and leaþet. No disruption tactics
were employed or intervening at public
meetings. As a distraction from the misery
of everyday life, the campaign helped to
involve a few anarchists, but any long-
term impact is likely to be minimal.

Such is the fate of the marginalised!
' ;_- ;;;.Ô_-..5ó*\\3_'_'-Ä-F;:=~qEi_ÄR,H7?{=;,;.2~1-"Q=;-;:g_-;-'Ä;?.:;'- :|1Tðúi-1',-Tó? ó -ii-;_'-- c __' ò"i!ó.':- 37: '

3
Thursday April 1st the premises of

ÄiFREEDOM/Aldgate Press were óvisitedô
by approximately nine members of the

ÄAnti-Terrorist Squad (ATS), led by Det-
Egiective Inspector Gibb-Gray. The four
Äpeople in the building at the time were
iÄ"f_:a.rrestecl and taken to Leman St Police
%ÄStation. Quantities of printed matter and
igprinting materials were also taken by the
gpolice. The four arrested were held in the
iii
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EN 2,5 AND THE czvn FOL,
ANARCHISTS from all over the north of
Britain have met to launch an óAnti-Bomb
Campaignô. Comrades from Manchester,
who called the meeting explained their
reasons as being the vast growth of CN D,
which seems to have learned nothing
from the lessons of the movement of the
1960ôs. Its aim is still to work through
Parliamentary channels and to elect a party
to achieve unilateral disarmament. This is
unrealistic, as it is not in the nature of
any state to get rid of its armaments.

It was also felt that there is a need for
more coherence between anarchistsô beliefs
and their opposition to nuclear weapons.
The relationship between anarchists and
CND should be reviewed in the light of
that organisationôs close links with the
Labour Party. There is a need for a body
which reflects the anarchist belief that to
get rid of these weapons there must be a
drastic change in society as a whole. This
contrasts with the CND platform, which
proposes the same political state but with-
out nuclear weapons.
Topics on the agenda were:
1) Whatôs wrong with CND and possible

alternatives to itó?
2) The need for an alternative anarchist

organisation outside CND.
3) Tactics for direct action.
4) The need for propaganda and publicity.
5) The contradictions between the anar-

chist position and the CND position.
6) Particular actions against civil defence,

demonstrations, protests etc.
7) Support to groups already involved in

direct action.
It was agreed that organisation should

proceed from a network to a firmer organ-
isation. The Leeds Anarchist Group volun-
teered to act as a secretariat. For further
information contact them, no doubt,
theyôd appreciate something to cover
postage.
Leeds Anarchist Group, Box LAP A, 59
Cookridge, Leeds LS2 3AW.
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aided
cells for 41./2 hours during which time they
were interrogated in turn. They were then
released without being charged. The ATS
are currently consulting the Director of
Public Prosecutions to decide whether
there is any case to answer. Legal advice
cautions us to say no more than this.
Fuller details will be released if and when
appropriate .
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THE festival of life around Greenham
Common US airbase attracted over 6000
people for a day of peace. They came to
show our government that we refuse to
accept the terrible threat to our lives and
to our planet which Cruise missiles repre-
sent.

250 took part in a womenôs action to
blockade the base for 24 hours starting
from 6.30pm. Throughout the night the
blockade was successful, apart from some
of the base personnel forcing themselves
out of a pedestrian gate where they tram-
pled over 11 seated women.

On Monday morning a gap was cut in
the security fencing and civil police were
instructed to block the roads, allowing
only military and works personnel through.

Women immediately spotted the police
action and several from all the other gates,
where the blockade was maintained for
24 hours without problems, hurried to
block the gap. Here 34 women were arr-
ested in three waves and charged with ob-
structing ófree passage along Burys Bank
Roadô.

Please show solidarity with these
women by demonstrating outside the
magistrates court in Newbury on April 14th
and 21st when they will be tried.

it/LsAcr
WE have received a report on recent
happenings on the anti-nuclear front here
in South Wales. Local anarchists were in-
volved in some of these events.

Last week South Glamorgan County
Council bunker was occupied by three
anarchists for the day. South Glamorgan
is a nuclear free zone and the council is
Labour yet this bunker is still retained.
The occupation tried to expose this hyp-
ocrisy and publicise the existence of the
bunken

In Mid Glamorgan the Council has
abandoned work on the construction of a
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THE British Army Equipment Exhibition
is due to take place in Aldershot, from

June 21-25. This is organised by the
Defence Sales Organisation, a department
of the Ministry of Defence. Financial ass-
istance from the British government has
been given to delegates visiting previous
exhibitions. The British government has a
policy of not supplying arms to areas in
conflict or where there is a pattern of
violation of human rights. However,
many of the 50 countries who have att-
ended in the past are listed by Amnesty
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