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LIBERTARIAN voices have scarcely been
heard about the Falklands during the seven
weeks since the crisis began, though there
has been more need for them than ever
before during the three weeks since our
last issue appeared and since the crisis
turned into a war.

Not that it has been much of a war yet,
at least as we go to press. A few minor
ships and aircraft on each side, an Argen-
tine cruiser and a British destroyer, a few
hundred Argentine and a few dozen British
deathsðthis hardly counts on the current
scale, when elsewhere in South America
and in Central America, Africa, the Middle
East and South-East Asia, thousands and
even millions of people can be killed with-
out getting into the newspapers, let alone
on to the television screen.

But a small war can all too easily and
quickly grow into a big war, as has happ-
ened over and over again, most notably in
1914 and .1939. And this small war hap-
pens to involve this country, which is
fighting for the first time since the Suez
War of 1956 against an enemy outside the
old British Empire and for the ýrst time
since the Korean War of the early 1950s
against an enemy willing and able to fight
back.

A lot of nonsense has been said during
the crisis about Argentina. It is not a Fas-
cist dictatorship, with a single autocrat
ruling through a mass party. It is a military
dictatorship, with a president and a junta
(committee) ruling through the three
armed services. It may be a bankrupt
country, but it is self-sufficient in food
and well-armed. Anyway, countries donôt
stop ýghting because they are poor or
badly ruled, and no one should imagine
that the British only have to huff and puff
for Argentina to be blown down.

Nor should anyone imagine that such
a dictatorship, however appalling its atroc-
ities against its own people, will find it

i
1
I

difficult to unite them behind it now.
Patriotism is the ýrst refuge of both rulers
and ruled in trouble, and the war seems
to be even more popular in Argentina than
it is in Britain, which is saying .omething.

Support for the war may fall in either
country when one or both sides begin to
suffer serious casualties, but we must ass-
ume that we are once more in an all too
familiar position, of being a minority
within a minorityða tiny libertarian move-
ment inside a small anti-war movement
which includes careerist politicians and
casuistic Marxists in an uneasy coalition.

The Falklands War is not about two
thousand inhabitants of the Falkland
Islands, or about the sovereignty over the
two tiny islands, or about the principle of
preventing aggression. British governments
since the Second World War have aban-
doned millions of people who Wanted to
remain British subjects (and prevented
them entering ótheirô country), have aban-
doned scores of territories which used to
belong to the British Empire, and have
condoned dozens of acts of aggression
(Vietnam, Cambodia, Cyprus, Czechoslov-
akia, Hungary, Eritrea, Lebanon and so
on round the world).

The Falklands War, like the beginning
of the two world wars, is about two
groups of powerful but confused countries,

1*ô-<.

*>\@\óa
ii

am

Ä

both in economic difficulties and with
imperialist ambitions, both deeply divided
but strongly nationalist, one dictatorial
and the other more or less democratic,
which have come to blows over a minor
quarrel ofmany yearsô standing, and which
may drag not just their subjects and allies
but everyone else into a struggle which
began as a farce but is becoming a tragedy.

This is what states do, when they are
no longer satisfied with suppressing their
own subjects. The vast proportion of
national budgets spent on ódefenceô must
eventually be paid for. (It is ironical that
one of the greatest producers of modem
weapons in the world is now ýghting one
of its best customers.) This is what most
of the members of the United Nations do
most of the time, though their organisation
is now being asked to mediate. This is
what has been done above all by the United
States and the Soviet Union. (It is ironical
that the former, only a few years out of
Vietnam, was the first mediator, and that
the latter, less than only a few months
after sponsoring a military dictatorship in
Poland, is on the verge of supporting an-
other in Argentina.)

There is no point in arguing in favour
of sending the British Armada to the South

continued on page 2
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FROM FARCE T0 TRAGEDY

continued from front page

Atlantic, and then against using it, as the
Labour leadership does. There is no point
in arguing for an Argentine victory over
Britain, as the Marxist sects do. There is
no point in arguing for a British victory
over Argentina, as most of our fellow-
countrymen (though fewer of our fellow-
countrywomen) do. There is no point in
arguing for any kind of so-called ójust warô,
as most of the Christian denominations
do.

There is no paint in arguing for any-
thing except the total libertarian message.
Not just that both British and Argentine
forces should get out of the Falkland
Islands, but that they should get out of
all islands and all oceans and all countries,
including their own. The Argentine forces
have been ýghting a war against their own
population since they seized power six

LOND NA TI-WAR DEM S

years ago. The British forces have been
ýghting wars against colonial populations
all over the world ever since they began
to seize the British Empire three centuries
ago, and this fighting has been continued
by Labour Governments as much as by
Conservative Governments. War, as Rand-
olph Bourne said at the end of the First
World War, is the health of the state.

This is an unpopular message at this
particular moment. But it must still be
voiced, and it may even be heard when all
the bills start coming in, when more British
and Argentine bodies are taken home,
when the taxes are raised to pay the hund-
reds of millions of pounds the war is cost-
ing, when the truth comes out about how
our rulers blundered into the crisis and
how they have behaved during it. The Suez
War became one of the main factors in
the revival of the libertarian left twenty-
ýve years ago. The Falklands War may do
the same, but it will need a lot of hard
work.
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WHERE WERE THE ANARCHIST BANNERS
AN óAd Hoc Committee for Peace
in the Falklandsô has been formed,
with the support of the few Labour
ll/IPs (including Judith Hart, present
leader of the Party!) who have
opposed the sending of the task
force from the very beginning-plus,
of course, the Communist Party
and the Socialist Workers Partyð
(who are calling for victory for Arg-
entina!) and various religious and
CND groups. In fact the organising
groups seems to be centred on
óSparkô, the CND printing press.

The Committees main activity is

the organising of marches and rallies
every Sunday. The second (picture
above) was held on May l 6th, when
about 3000 people walked from
Tower Hill to County Hall. This
was more than the previous week,
but there is still too much domina-
tion of the scene by Tro tskyists and
it ôs time some Anarchist banners
were dusted off and brought out.

The next marchðon May 23rd-
is from Hyde Park (2 pm) to Trafal-
gar Square (3.30). How about mak-
ing a libertarian presence felt this
time?

PREGISIDH
KILLING
THE French makers of the missile that
hit the British are very pleased at the
accuracy of their weapon, as no doubt are
the makers and designers of the homing
torpedoes that sunk the Argentinian
cruiser. The same accuracy is no doubt
built into the missiles that are aimed at us,
there are many highly trained men and
women from all over the so-called civilised
world busily engaged in this task of acc-
urately killing human beings. These little
items are being sold like refrigerators to
whoever has the money to buy them,
often to ultimately kill their own nationals.
Appropriately, there is being held shortly
a sales exhibition of these products in
Britain, no doubt this year Argentina will
not be invited. I hope there will be many
uninvited guests this year to expose the
gristly hypocrisy of this trade.
Journalistic Jingoism
The headlines of The Sun (which con-
demns more sober views as ótreasonô)
which celebrated the drowning of Argen-
tinian conscripts, was somewhat sobered
by the news that British volunteers had
also been killed. No doubt The Sun and
News of the World journalist who scrawled
inanities on missiles intended for the
Argentinians will no doubt write on the
weapons we will still sell abroad, óCheer
up boys we may get it back .ô The hypocrisy
of those who mould public opinion is
breath-taking as is the way the public
permits its opinion to be made. Already
nearly 500 lives have been lost to establish
who has nominal sovereignty over these
windswept pieces of rock, the 1800 inhab-
itants have not had much sustenance
from Britain some 8000 miles away and
for some years have been supplied by
Argentinia. Those 55% of the population
who are quite prepared to spend more
lives (other peoples) on establishing British
sovereignty on some islands 8000 miles
away are probably more bloodthirsty than
those in the freezing area of operations.
The probability is that by the time this is
printed many more than the total popula-
tion of the Falklands may have perished.
It is suspected that for several weeks there
has been a British force on the main island,
put there by the assistance of another
great ódemocratic juntaô Chile, which by
the way has seen off more of its opponents
than the Argentinian junta. No doubt
that other great supporter of military junta
democracy USA are getting a bit worried,
having busily supplied them with the
means of survival all these years, now
being used against their great British allies.
When will they ever learnó?
Looking through our archives the other
day at a book of cuttings of the 1914/18
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FAMILIES DIVIDED BY LAW
IN February this year a party of three: a
Lawyer, a Vicar and a Cameraman (spon-
sored by Manchester Law Centre) left for
Bangladesh to spend a month visiting the
families of men livingó in the Manchester
area who have been refused permission to
join their husbands/fathers here.

Altogether the group visited about 20
families ð- some of whom had been waiting
10 years or more for visas. The groupôs
findings, supported by ýhn and their
detailed village enquiries, has led to proof
that most of these families had been

PRECISION KILLING
continued

war when European workers were killing
each other, one sees how the politicians
were saying the same things, one realises
little has changed. Howthe weapons are
always pointed in the wrong direction. If
the German, French and British workers
had followed the Russian peasants in the
same direction the history of Europe
might have been much different, and if
the Spanish workers could have counted
on the support of their European counter-
parts the same could be said. The probab-
ility is that whoever has ultimate sover-
eignty over the Falkland Islands, Coalite
and Charringtons will still own it, just as
many multinationals will still draw divid-
ends and blood from the junta ridden
states of South America, supporting those
juntas with weapons that they will also
draw dividends on as well as the weapons
supplied to the Task Force.

Now is the time for the British and
Argentinian people to stage a peopleôs
coup de grace, and stuff the joumalistic
rubbish of The Sun and its Argentinian
counterparts up their journalistic arses.
What about self-determination for the
1300 inhabitants of the island of Diego
Garcia who are being evacuated against
their will by us to make way for an Amer-
ican Base.
ALAN ALBON

wrongly refused. Yet these were all families
who had all been subjected to repeated
interviews and had had Immigration App-
eals tumed down.

The social and personal cost of separat-
ing these families has been great. Children
have spent their whole childhood waiting
for visas, relations between wives and
husbands have been subjected to great
strain and stress. The groupôs report,
together with similar ýndings in 1976 and
last year, provides damming evidence that
the British Government is deliberately
separating genuine families and thus itself
breaking its own laws and the basic right
to respect for family life.
United Campaign
Those 20 families, and a rapidly growing
number of others caught in the same
situation, are no longer willing to wait

ON 1st May there was a óRight to Workô
march from Shoreham to Brighton. In
Brighton the march was joined by a small
group of local anarchists. We began distri-
buting our leaflets which gave a reasoned
criticism of the Right to Work Campaign.
We were immediately set upon by several
SWP members, some of whom we recog-
nized as students at the university. These
órevolutionariesô told the police we were
disrupting the march, and the police
dragged us off and told us that any more
ódistruptionô would get us arrested.

Later there was another march, organ-
ised by the Labour Party, through Brigh-
ton.

This march ended with a rally at the
Brighton Centre. The ýrst speaker was
Alan Sapper, TUC President, TV Techni-
cians Union leader, and Soviet apologist.
An anarchist comrade from Worthing
interrupted and asked Sapper how he
could claim to speak for British workers
when he supported the suppression of

another 10 years for more refusals and
heartache. Like Sultan Mahmood and
Anwar Ditta they have realised that only
their determination to ýght for justice for
their families can help them and others
caught by these unjust immigration pro-
cedures.

For the ýrst time a group of families
have come together and the BANGLA-
DESH DIVIDED FAMILIES CAMPAIGN
has been formed to unite and broaden
their ýght. This new local initiative will
have an important national role in devel-
oping the ýght by separated black families
for justice.
BANGLADESH DIVIDED FAMILIES
GROUP
c/o Bangladesh Cultural Centre,
Main Road,
Oldham,
Lanes.

LEFT IHTOLERANGE
Polish workers. He was immediately seized
round the neck by a Labour Party organ-
iser who is a university lecturer, whilst
another man punched him in the back.
The assailants were restrained, and the
audience were divided in their reactions
to the incident.
In conclusion, the day showed us the
following.
1. The nature of much of the Left is
thuggish intolerance. They prefer regiment-
ation to debate, and, when their rituals
are marred, donôt hesitate either in asking
the police for help against us, or in trying
to beat dissent out of us, themselves.
2. In this area, at least, the Left does not
act as a channel for popular discontent, as
its active support is composed almost
entirely of university students and lect-
urers, with a sprinkling of professionals,
ex-students, and elderly working-class
Labour loyalists. Therefore, making a
presence at these Left rituals has a limited
value for us.

OWING to production difýculties we apologise for the delay in publication of this issue, plus the absence of the usual format on our
ólettersô page. In the absence of similar technical hitches, next issue should appear Saturday 29th May.

WILDCAT \

F"ð"ô__'-"_71\\-\
J.-,.

nI.

agenda
/óhp

- _ I . - . _ . I I _ _ . I

F; If you I Sorry, Pussycat. 1 But surely the whole p0lló\t of shifting it is to Er...you evidently misheard. -I
shift it that way, Itô; myjob to shift it. I get me out from under.'?.' I Not 'pJ|ó;iI110unt: but ótaken into account?

l I'll be dcaded _'_/_P ó What about my needs bein aramount 19??! ó And the whole oint of shiftin it is to%/ðñ K SP h P S
i - s ow how stron lam.

i %ñÁt -I _\/ó/ Ió K ~ ~ g M

ô-

\lI'

ó l 1

iii. _. I

Â
I.

/ \
/

1Q
Ir. 7 7 7 4 7 Wô

""ó :'.':!"Ió "' -ð-. -Äó-óJ_.óa.\.1;,,_

li__-i.

\'-"5? an



4 HIIEEDOM

Peace Camp Mania Engulfs Schoolchildren
óMoney Doesnôt Talk It Swears. Obscenity
Who Really Caresó? All is Phony!ô

PropagandaðBob Dylan

I first began to use maps, look at them
closely, when I biked into Derbyshire
every weekend. I was fifteen and escaping
the family tentacles. The signs and symbols
fascinated me. You could discover not
only footpaths and canal paths but Roman
Roads and neolithic stone-circles. Then,
when still a dumb and foolish, politically-
unaware person Ijoined the army. Signing-
on in the Royal Engineers, in order to get
to the School of Military Survey, I took a
course doing a óPlane-Table Surveyô and
using aerial photographs . The whole process
of map-making went on, through to the
printing and packaging. And I was fascin-
ated by the whole process. I still have a
map of Cyprus which our unit printed-
42 Field Survey Regt. RE. Then later
whilst involved with the anti-war move-
ment I had and still have a map of Wethers-
field USAF Base which was handprinted
over the ordinary Essex map. Since then I
have used maps on postcard poems and
posterpoems and very recently have begun
once more to look at maps very closely.

The Greenham Common Peace Camp
had seemed quite remote from my life,
but the Newbury area was very much a
part of it. Here I had lived at Hermitage,
played football for Newbury Town, been
at the School of Military Survey and been
a visitor to the PX Club in Greenham
Common USAF Base in 1956.

I still Wasnôt that keen on visiting the
Spring Equinox on March 21st as it was
mainly a feminist affair. However I stayed
that weekend and discovered like many
thousands more the large area of land
which is still Common Land near to the
constructionsite entrance known as the
óGreen Gateô for the Festival. This Com-
mon Land was part of the ancient and
beautiful Greenham Common. This Green
Gate site had recently been swept by a
deliberate fire which had removed scrub,
whereas man in the shape of contractors
or Base Personnel had chopped down the
silver birch trees. Was this done to create
a carpark or perhaps enlarge the baseó? Why
is it importantó? Because this very obscene
military base was first an area of wild and
open country. Quite recklessly handed
overððstolenðfor an airfield probably dur-
ing WW2 (some were created during WW1).
I discovered from an 18th century map
that right in the middle of the Common
was Noahôs Ark Cottage. I also began to
ask how many other runways on how
many more airfields were obstructing
Common Landó? When you begin to think
about it how obvious it is that so many
were created from Common Land. For
how many people would object during
wartimeó? There were no land-owners to
compensate. No Estate Lords to prevent
such land-grab. Only landless country-
people to lose-out. Only the vast majority

WHERE IS
IT 0"
TIIE

who owned and still own no land. When I
came to look closely at the Newbury area
I discovered taacks like Portway, an old
Roman Road. Grims Ditch, or Grims
Dyke, and Watership Downðof rabbit
mythology. Visiting Upper Heyford Peace
Camp boxed in along a bridle path bet-
ween USAF Base fence and hedgerow I
discover it is a part of the same Roman
RoadðPortway. Imagine how ironic this
is. One of the few areas of land capable of
pitching tents on freely, was once an an-
cient highway. But even this had been en-
croached-on by the military base! For the
local maps had shown the bridle path
extending for another 100 yards into that
base! What would older maps have shown-
where has Portway disappeared. Who has
stolen other sections of the bridlepathó?
For the road to Kirtlington was obviously
part of Portwayðtravelling from Peace
Camp away from the base. And just what
was Upper Heyford Base. Was it Upper
Heyford Common?

And now, just a week after Burghýeld
Peace Camp was set-up I see from the
map that Grims Bank continues in this
areað-not so far from Reading. The Royal
Ordnance Factory is not only left off the
new map but the sign leading off the
Reading Road has been taken down
leaving just the poles...only the factory
brightly lit-up at night remains!ó? On Fri-
day 23rd April we slept in Burghfield
Methodist Hall along with the óSeattle to
Moscowô Peace Walkersð a mixed group of
Quakers and Pacifists, mainly Americans.
Come Saturday we walked with them as
far as the maingate and there, led by the
buddhist nuns and monk, a peace cere-
mony was held under the eyes of police
and press. Local people turned-up in sup-
port. Carpenters and retired folk; school-
kids and nurses. Even the local Anglican
Vicar, a pacifist, came and preached a
sermon in support. Students from Reading
University also.

A campsite was found along an old
stretch of road which had been cut out
by the path of new road.We pitched tents
and were just cooking supper on a wood-
fire when farmer and local police arrived
who first threatened to set the bull on us
and then to dump cowshit over us! Finally
we were given the weekend to stay and
leave óýrstlightô Monday. Communicating
even when he didnôt wish to listen. It had
helped us and made him and the police
realize we were staying and were there to
picket the munitions factory. However
much more important is the longterm
erosion of support for a military installa-

AP?

tion, which just because it provides jobs is
not above criticism and is indeed a long-
term danger to every man, woman and
child in the area. The whole idea of Peace
Camps is extremely important not just
because of the ópermanentô opposition
but because each one is autonomous. Each
Peace Camp provides the wider local
community with a focus on a specific
military target. Each Peace Camp gives an
opportunity to anyone to get involved at
every level from tea-making to policy-
making. Each Peace Camp is a libertarian
community. There are opportunities for
people to march around the base each
day. To leaflet the local villages. To vigil
at the gates with banners. To set-up local
filmshows and meetings. This of course
requires great energy and commitment,
but it is no less important than the energy
and commitment shown by soldiers in the
field. The rewards are many. An openair
life. Getting to know an area of country.
How to use and read maps. Being aware
of local architectureiemptyhouses. And
most important of all getting to know the
local people. This in turn can lead to a
much greater involvement by local people.
Our peace organizations, and magazines
like Peace News and Sanity, are like sleepy
dormice when confronted by the potent-
iality of Peace Camps. They print a few
facts and photos and give no lead, because
of course they are out of touch. We have
to read Radiator from Salisbury CND to
get the detailed history of Greenham
common Peace Camp; and the local press
for interesting articles about the other
Peace Camps. Every reader of FREEDOM
should make an effort to visit and help if
there already is a Peace Camp in the area.
If not why not consider setting one upó?
There will already be Quaker or pacifist
or CN D people around to work with. And
if not you can call a small meeting. Get
five or six interested. Inform the press
and police so thattheir higher authorities
can mull it over which is more likely to
give you a peaceful chance of setting-up
another Peace camp. The tradition of non-
violence and talking to individuals within
uniform may not fit the loudmouthed
image but it certainly builds-up relation-
ships which are not part of the Leftôs rhet-
oric. Meanwhile you can ieam a little
of what goes on at the existing Peace
Camps by visiting one. (Whilst visiting
Upper Heyford other visitors included 3
local schoolgirls; 2 RSC actors; one C P
villager; several Banbury CND activists
and some Coventry. CND campaigners).

At Burghfield near Reading visitors
have included workers from Acorn Book-
shop; social workers; librarians; hospital
porters; nurses and many more. The Peace
Camp may sound passive but it is a rapidly
growing activist side of the libertarian
peace movement.

DENNIS GOULD
at Burghfield Peace Camp May 1st 1982,
outside RAF Burghýeld, near Reading,
Berks. Contact address: - c/o Acorn Book-
shop, 17 Chatham Street, Reading.


























