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FREEDOM

RESIST WAR
THE Falklands War has had the continuing
and even increasing support of the over-
whelming majority of the population at
every stage during its two months. At a
time when the right and the centre of the
political spectrum are firmly in favour of
the Government and the war, the left has
been split in four. Half the leadership of
the Labour Party and the labour move-
ment are with the right and centre; the
other half are in favour of sending the
British armada but not of using it; half
the extreme left want an Argentine victory
to bring a defeat for British imperialism;
and only a saving remnant wish a plague
on both the houses and want no part in
any kind of war.

Yet the peace movement, which has
revived so strongly during the past three
years, has been helpless. Seventy Labour
MPs signed a motion against the war, but
barely dared vote against the Government
on May 20, and the labour movement,
which is still large if divided, has been
useless. The libertarian movement, which
is involved in both the peace movement
and the labour movement, has made scar-
cely any impact at all. As in the Cuba
crisis 20 years ago, we have been reduced
to desperate token actions.

The radical section of the peace move-
mentðsuch as the Peace Pledge Union
and London Peace Actionð-have attempted
to organise some direct action, and called
a march in London on April 25 and a Day
of Protest and Resistance on May Day,
but their impetus soon subsided. The Ad
Hoc Committee for Peace in the Falklands,
started by a few activists in the Campaign

WHAT TO DO

Other Anarchists,
Seeing as this yearôs national CND demo
is almost upon us, maybe Iôve left it a bit
late to start making suggestions as to
what CONSTRUCTIVE things anarchists
can get up to (other than just heckling),
and maybe (hopefully!) many anarchists
locally have already come up with ideas,
nonetheless here are a few:
(1) AN ALTERNATIVE PLATFORM.
Given that .last year many people were
disgruntled or just bored listening to
Foot, Benn and E P Thompson give their-
predictable, wishy-washy speeches which
said nothing no one didnôt already know,
it might be better if this year anarchists
EN MASSE just ignored them and instead
set up our own óplatformô with our own
speakers and moreover, a platform where
people from the crowd can get up óontoô
and speak. Of course, this would need
things such as a loudhaler (surely someone
can gethold ofone?) but more importantly,
people prepared to speakððgiven the

for Nuclear Disarmament and sponsored
by various pacifist, religious and socialist
groups and a few left-wing Labour MPs,
was formed at the end of April. It has
organised a series of Sunday demonstra-
tions in London, which have been almost
the only public manifestation of opposi-
tion to the war.

The first, on May 9, consisted of a
small meeting in Hyde Park followed by a
smaller march to Broadcasting House, the
headquarters of the BBCðthough the
BBC has maintained a relatively balanced
coverage of the crisis". The second, on
May 16, was about twiceias large, and
consisted of a march from Tower Hill
through Fleet Street-ð-where some of the
worst of the jingoist newspapers have their
offices-ðto County Hall. The third, on
March 23, was about twice as large again,
and consisted of a march from Hyde Park
to Trafalgar Square.

The greatest number of people involved
in these demonstrations canôt be more
than 5,000ðabout the same as the number
of soldiers landed on the Falklands on
May 21, and less than one-tenth of the
number of demonstrators at the big CND
demonstrations in October 1980 and Oct-
ober 1981. Initially more than half those
taking part were members of various
Marxist sects with various slogans which
were independent of or even contrary to
the theme of the demonstrations, but
gradually there has been increasing partic-
ipation from a wider range of organisa-
tions and tendencies, including Labour
Parties and trade union branches, women ôs
groups and gay groups, religious and simi-
lar organistaions. Even so there has been
a very poor representation of the 10 or
20 per cent of the population who have
opposed the war at every stage.

numbers heckling last year, this should be
no problem. Such a platform would be
best set up once a large enough group of
anarchists had assembled together in one
place, and publicising it might best be
done by word of mouth, given the
spontaneity of it all (although anarchists
locally might want to produce and
distribute their own leaþets saying WHY
there should be such a platform on the
CND demo). And lastly, letôs be honest-ð
an alternative platform with our own
speakers putting across OUR point of
view is not going to reach anywhere near
the numbers who (as usual) will be lapping
up the lies of their respective heroes but
if only we reach a few people, then it
would still be worth it.
(2) But if this doesnôt materialise, and if
individual anarchists feel they have to
give the politicians óa good bollockingô,
then at least letôs be a bit discerning about
itðplease, no repeat of last year when the
Nagasaki survivor was booed.
(3) AS NOTICEABLE AN ANARCHIST

PRESENCE AS POSSIBLE. Not just
þags, banners, leaflets and papers etc, but
anarchists prepared to mingle with the
crowd, talk and put across the anarchist
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The most striking single phenomenon
has been the failure of CND to mobilise
the huge numbers it could have summoned.
The Falklands War is a perfect example of
the kind of situation CND was formed to
prevent, with a nuclear power attacking a
non-nuclear power, other nuclear and non-
nuclear powers manoeuvreing around the
ýghting, and the constant danger of escal-
ation meaning that the ýrst nuclear strike
could occur almost before anyone had
realised what had happened.

The Ad Hoc Committee has called no
national demonstration on May 30,asking
for local actions during the Bank Holiday
weekend. But CND itself has long ago arr-
anged a national demonstration in London
on Sunday, June 6, as part of the Peace
Week arranged to coincide with the United
Nations special session on Disarmament
in New York and the proposed visit of
President Reagan to Britain. Here is a
chance to make up for the failure to meet
the challenge of the Falklands War, even
if it is a very bad time of year for sudents
who have examinations.

There will be two marches in
ððstarting at 11am in Ladbroke Grove,
North Kensington, W11, and in Belvedere
Road, Waterloo, SE1ð-and a rally in Hyde
Park from 1.30 to 6pm. The main theme
of the demonstration is opposition to the
new nuclear weapons intended for Europe,
but in view of developments since it was
planned this should obviously be widened.
One good result of the Falklands War
may well be that nuclear weapons will be
reducedð-though only to allow conven-
tional weapons to be increased. There will
certainly be a considerable upheaval in
defence policy, which should provide a
good opportunity for general antimilitarist
and libertarian argument.

point of view to those prepared to listen
(more than some of us think). This could
be done before or during the marches
FREEDOM Sellers
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MONICA GIORGI
IS FREE!
ON WEDNESDAY 28 APRIL at the
Appeal Court in Florence her sentence
was reduced from 12 years and six months
to 2 years, having already spent that much
time on remand and since the original
conviction she was released two days
later.

Ever since her arrest, and even more so
after the trial at Leghorn (see FREEDOM
Vol 42) Italian anarchists and libertarians
mounted an incessant campaign for her
release. Beginning with the comrades from
Rivista A in Milan pro-Giorgi groups
sprung up everywhere. In the last few
weeks before the trial this mobilisation
was intensified. There is no doubt that the
pressure created by these groups was an
important factor in the reduction of her
sentence.

There will be those who say that
appeals such as these give the state a chance
to recuperate some lost credibility and
reinforce peopleôs faith in the system.
Which is of course part of the truth if not
all of it. It would be infantile, however,
to deny that the collapse of this political
frame-up is not a blow to those institu-
tions who set it up, while on the other
-hand strengthening the resolve of those
who have successfully fought, through
the Courts, for the truth. It has helped all
those in any way involved in this battle
to realise that victories can be won using
very different methods from the terrorism
a-I _ H. _ 1.
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which the state tried to claim Monica was
part of.

From this victory the stimulus can be
drawn for the other battles thatawait us,
renew hopes of winning them, through
peopleôs constant and militant commit-
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ment, which is the basis of our social
action.

Liberally translated and adapted
from an article by Paolo Finzi
in Rivista A

SOLIDARITY DEATH GREATLY EXAGGERATED
RUMOURS have been rife over the last
few months concerning the likely future
of the national óSolidarityô group and
magazine-ðeven in the pages of FREEDOM
there have been a number of references to
the groupôs ócollapseô or ódisbandmentô.
Following a national conference in London
over the weekend of the 15th-16th May,
itôs now possible to put the record straight.

Firstly, the group has not collapsed or
disbanded: a number of comrades (mainly
inWManchester and Scotland) have left the

TOXIC GRAFFITI
THE people who used to produce the
magazine Toxic Graffiti are annoyed by
the current commodity of that name.
Their last issue came out about 18 months
ago, with a Crass flexi disc in it. It sold
well, but they got no royalties, with which
they could have produced another issue.
In addition, the printers and publishers
continued to use the name, without con-
sent, and to charge what was considered
to be an exhorbitant price (now up to
85p). The TG Collective got together and
decided that they could not sit by and see

both themselves and their readers ripped
off. They intend to stop Better Badges
producing TG. Out of this came the desire
to restart their magazine. They estimate
that they will need about Ã250. To begin,
they will produce a home-made, pocket
size óbeneýtô edition and sell it at a slight
profit, to help with the óproperô TG. If
allgoes well they hope to try other projects,
such as providing duplicating facilities.
Information, help, donations etc from
Toxic Graffiti Collective, c/o 121 Book-
shop, 121 Railton Road, London SW24.

' D _ j "" T" " '_'lWII. (óAT Why are you Bur movement I F You mean you're actualty Certainly net. / F

carrying a war banner needs the funds. paid by the Argentine we are paid bya óh - ô
. . . . - ' ' - vi,-\lon a peace march 999 \ \Jmw to can-y thatmuck 9 PHCFIUIIIC. newspaper A

. 1. . . . . S " 1...a.. / QQI earñ9 0 \ .. .
ñiii \ vxcrm _ {S Wail! /Iwho è-,\\\\\\i* ,l warè Q MA Tþý-I
ñI (9 / Iloñ IMAKE om.ó L Q PEOPLE Eýlwh \as Pó 1 r è-W. ñ vi" 8ôI wag f . óiv L055 5ó ñ 0- o

Tó -'A9 P~ r * .Âð. /___ ___ . _
uP:=j'..gri=';';__- . . -_.-.2-..:. .. ,viiiô if -' Ióð Fm-2 -ll,è

' óii! - d't us 1, \ ô__G_ , _ 9!-\ ., DEBPIIUPE E
I . . 5 g - è Q-3ó protest against .ô

=-ó -'= .5.--E ô ___ .=' - "oi, thistatallg unf- 1-ð. ' .'.GaT"-=6 -'-' =- - óID

organisation (amicably) to concentrate on
local initiatives (such as the óWildcatô and
óSubversive Graffitiô bulletins) and the
production of a discussion bulletin entitled
óNew Ultra Left Reviewôðcopies available
from Box 25, 164/166 Corn Exchange,
Hanging Ditch, Manchester M4 3BN. The
rest of us (about thirty in all) remain as
óSolidarityô, c/o 123 Lathom Rd, London
E6.

Secondly, although the óSolidarity for
Social Revolutionô magazine series has
been ended with issue 17, plans and prep-
arations for the production of a new óSol-
idarityô magazine are at an advanced stage.
The new magazine will concentrate on in-
depth theoretical and reporting workmone
of the main reasons for the abandonment
of the old series magazine was the feeling
that its format prevented the elaboration
of our ideas at any length, without giving
the advantage of topicality (since we
simply hadnôt the resources to produce a
regular ónewsô magazine). The first issue
of the new magazine will appear later in
the summer, and its central theme is óthe
economyô. L ERIZ0
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LP disc. Produced -by PAX, PO Box 3,
Sheffield. Distributed by all independent
networks. Recommended retall prlcez
Ã3.25.

THIS outstanding record has been in the
pipeline for 14 months, facing rather more
problems than is usual even for off-beat
or underground record makers, and has
surfaced at this particular time to coincide
with the CND demonstration of June 6th
and also happens to coincide with some
temporary problems in the South Atlantic.

It is a compilation of 12 tracks on one
LP made by 12 groups linked together by
opposition to war and nuclear weapons.
All the work and energy and much of the
expense involved in the making of the
discs has been freely given and the royalties
in each case are to be donated to various
causes according to choices made by the
groups.

The most popular good cause is óNo
Nukes Musicô, but others cover El Salvador
Relief, local CND branches, Cancer Re-
search and one plumped for The Donkey
Sanctuary in Sidmouth.

Probably the best-known in the UK of
the groups featured is Poison Girls (cert-
ainly not unknown in the anarchist move-
ment) whose royalties are to be devoted
to support for Womensô Centres in Belfast
and Dublin. Indeed feminist as well as

GOD has been no more successful than
man in settling the Falklands War. The
priests have been as divided as the politic-
ians, but like them have generally followed
their own Governments.

Nearly half the Roman Catholics in
the world live in Latin America, and the
Catholic Church in Argentinaððbacked by
those in the rest of Central and South
Americaðhas strongly supported not only
the Argentine claim to but the Argentine
invasion of the Falkland Islands. No doubt
the same is true of the Catholics in Spain
and Italy, which share the ancestors of
the population of Argentina.

Meanwhile nearly all the Churches in
Britain have supported the British Govern-
ment in resisting the Argentine claim in
deeds as well as in words. The Church of
England has been predictably earning its
position as the Established Church by
defending the Christian doctrine of the
Just War. This is designed in theory to
justify only wars that are necessary,reason-
able and moderate, but has been employed
in practice to justify every war Christians
have ever fought, including those fought
between Christians. The Archbishop of
Canterbury, Dr Runcie, who himself won
a Military Cross during the Second World
War, has gone so far as to say that it would
have been wrong to turn the other cheek
in the Falklands, contradicting an explicit
teaching of Jesus in the Gospels.

Even the Catholic Archbishop of West-
minster, Cardinal Hume, has given his
cautious support to the war. This endan-
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anti-war sentiments are forcefully under- The group The System Say in óTheir Degi.
lined in lead singer Vi Subversaôs óState-
mentô:

I denounce the system that murders
my children
I denounce the system that denies my
existence
I curse the system that makes machines
of my children .... ..
When the fireball rapes the flesh of the
earth
when the fireball tears the womb of
the world
when the bullet rips apart the son and
lover
when the bullet lays to waste the dau-
ghter
lays to waste the wombwork and the
labour
where are they that will cherish my
flesh?
where are they that will cherish my
children?
the men that will stand against the
death dealers
the children that can say no to the life
stealers
where are they that will curse the death
dealersó?

RAPPIGIT UP F
gers relations with Latin American and
Continental European Catholics, which
may not matter much, but also endangers
relations with Rome, which matters a lot.
God, working as usual in a mysterious
way, arranged the Falklands War to coin-
cide with the Popeôs visit to Britain at the
end of May. This is the first such visit by
a reigning Pope, and it has already cost
several million pounds to prepare. Could
he visit a country which is at war with a
Catholic countryó?

The Pope said that he might not come
if there were serious fighting, but (prob-
ably will, finally did) come because of all
the effort and money already invested in
the visit. Before doing so he summoned
Cardinals to Rome from both Argentina
and Britain, and after doing so he may
feel it necessary to visit Argentina too-
and then presumably Chile as well, since
it is also on the verge of war with Argen-
tina. This could run and run.

Meanwhile the Pope prayed for
arranged a mass with British and Argen-
tine Cardinals, and appealed to the Presi-
dent of Argentina and the Prime Minister
of Britain to stop the war. God, working
in an even more mysterious way, promptly
arranged the British counter-invasion of
the Falklands Islands. Perhaps the real
reason the Pope will have to come to Brit-

sionsô:
War is nothing to be proud of
it just makes me sick
There ôs soldiers in the street with guns
shooting people for kicks.

And The Danse Society, in óContinentô,
have something most topical to say to
leaders (and followers) in todayôs murder-
ous exercises:

Hidden behind a uniform
hidden behind someone elseôs thoughts
hidden behind massed ranks
hidden behind facelessness.
Keep talking....keep stalling
keep talking....keep falling.

The press launch of this record was
held in an underground bunker in Wan-
stead Park East London, last week, one
of four local bunkers opened by the
Greater London Council to show citizens
how well their safety is being cared for. It
was unimpressive, for the one occupied
by 100 supporters of No Nukes Music was
surprisingly bareðexcept, perhaps, for
some inner offices which were kept shut.
But probably those who will, if the need
arises, occupy this salubrious mass coffin,

ain is that the extreme anti-Catholic Prot-
estants have been praying that he wonôt
do so, and that he canôt let God take
more notice of their prayers than his.

g The Pope is making a ópastoralô visit-
that 1s, he 1s commg not as the head of a
state or a government but as the head of a
(lI1(I99d, the) Church to feed his Catholic
flock in Britain, much as he did in the
United States three years ago. (Incident-
ally, it IS odd that Jesus and his various
human representatives should describe
themselves as shepherds; of course shep-
herds care for their sheep, but only in
order to fleece and eat them more effic-
lently afterwards.) So he will be not just
showing himself to the public and the
I'l1údl3, and leading some religious services,
but also delivenng some messages. What
(can,d1d) he sayó? .

Pope John Paul II is the ýrst Polish
Pope, and the ýrst non-Italian Pope for
four_centur1es. He has been treated as a
charismatic ýgure on his various visits to
various parts of the world, but these have
nearly _all been to Catholic countries. The
exception was the United States, which
has a strong political and social tradition
of anti-Catholicism. There he insisted on
maintaining the conventional hard line on
th9_Pr1esthood (no priests allowed to leave
their orders, no married priests, no women






























