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ANARGHISTS
ATTAGKED

SUNDAY, 6th June saw the somewhat
depressing sight of over 150,000 CND
supporters sitting comfortably on the grass
enjoying the pleasant sunshine and the
pleasant thought that they were ‘doing
something’. As speaker after speaker was
rolled onto the stage to mouth the same

old platitudes and tired-out slogans this
committed, dedicated crowd applauded
in all the right places, cheered during the
well-timed pauses and kept silent at all
other times. The appearance of Benn and
Scargill had all the trappings of the Pope’s
recent tour, mindless adulation ending

with a benediction from these two spirit-
ual leaders, condescending to mingle with
the masses, to give the Word to the poor
ill-educated proles. As the police (both
MP and CND) niingled ‘with the crowd,
only to ensure public’'safefy and a nice,

(continued on page 2)
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Anarchists Arrested

(continued from front page)

happy gathering, of course, any vestige of
unauthorised protest was first washed by
the rain, boiled by the sun and then quietly
intimidated away by these guardians of
peace.

Last year’s CND demo saw a large
crowd of anarchists occupy the area in
front -of the stage. With banners flying
and much heckling, this presence caused
some distress to the organisers.

Not so this year. When the anarchists
gathered together this time it was under
the watchful eye and twitching truncheons
of a large number of police. A cordon was
placed around the anarchists effectively
separating them from the crowd and at
any sign of heckling or even mild excite-
ment the boys in blue literally growled.
Anyone trying, to join this group of anar-
chists was jostled and ‘leant’ upon by
the filth, obviously begging for a reaction
and a chance to preserve the peace. Realis-
ing that the odds were not in our favour
we decided to set up an alternative plat-
form. We all moved off to the side of the
stage and in a clear patch of grass set up a
megaphone. Anyone who wanted to speak
was handed the megaphone and we were
attracting a large crowd. Unfortunately a
CND steward felt the need to protest
about this unofficial, unauthorised activity
to the police. As a large number of officers
started to move casually in our direction,
it was decided that, as a continued protest
at the rally was somewhat pointless, we
should have a protest march of our own
down Oxford St.

Around 300 anarchists with a large
number of flags and banners marched out
of Hyde Park. At first the police didn’t
seem to be interested. One senior officer
was heard to assure a constable that ‘its
alright, they’re only going home’. However,
when he realised just what was happening
his cool tone changed to panic with a
shout of ‘No they’re not!’ and a grab for
his radio.

As we moved into Oxford St with
shouts of ‘Free all Prisoners’, ‘Smash the
Nuclear State’ and ‘Free Simon Los’ (im-
prisoned for 3yrs for distributing a leaflet
in Nottingham) we soon acquired an SPG
van as escort. As we drew level with the
turning that leads to the American Em-
bassy in Grosvenor Sq, the police attacked
Without warning this entirely legal and,
though loud, peaceful march was assaulted
by van loads of police. The police used
were from the SPG and the newly formed,
SPG style, quick-response riot units. They
jumped out of their vans and waded into
the march.Several anarchists were knocked
to the ground in the melee.

48 anarchists were arrested. During the
arrests they were beaten up. Several others
were rescued by comrades who resisted

the assault. In one case it has been reported
that two comrades were actually pulled
back out of one of the vans. One escaped,
the other was recaptured. The arrested
have now been released and face a range
of charges from insulting behaviour to
assault.

Not content with just breaking up the
march, the police vans then patrolled the
side streets stopping anyone who looked
as if they had been on the march. This
was particularly unfortunate for the punk
comrades with their easily recognisable
form of dress. Several more conventionally
dressed comrades managed to evade these
patrols. There were also reports of police
at nearby Underground Stations checking
for possible marchers.

This attack is entirely in keeping with
recent police harrassment of anarchists.
This spontaneous, unofficial march was
fair game for the police. A chance to prac-
tise for the new riot-control units without
the worry of adverse press coverage. The
only mention of these events in the Media
was a repcrt that ‘a few people had been
arrested on an otherwise peaceful CND
Rally in Hyde Park’.

Previous to this attack, on Friday 4th
June, the police found it necessary to
arrest 7 pickets outside a court where 2
people were being done for criminal dam-
age. The damage was caused to a Ministry

of Defence building in Holborn as a pro-
test against the Falkland Murders. The
pickets were told to move, which they
did and were promptly arrested for ‘obst-
ruction’ and their placards were confis-
cated.

If we want to do more than bait Trots,
heckle Labour Party hacks and get bored
at demos and rallies then we will have to
plan and take part in our own protesis.
However, as Sunday’s events prove, such
protests, are all too easily attacked, and
dispersed by the State’s thugs. We cannot
expect any coverage, much less sumpath-
etic coverage, of these assaults, in the
media. The dilemma of how to mount
public protests on our behalf without
becoming victims of police ‘peace-keeping’
is one that will require some thought and
an imaginative solution.

BRIQUE LEFLIC

Fight back

A Defence Campaign has been mounted
to publicise this attack. It will also help
anyone arrested that day. It can be con-
tacted at this address:-

Oxford Street 48 Defence Campaign,

Box 48,

c/o 84b Whitechapel High St,

London E1.

The Spectacle of Newspeak

THE recent bye-elections have been hailed
as great victories by the Government, as
lesser ones by the SDP and as a Falkland
hiccough by the Labour Party.

In spite of massive publicity and the
covering of the areas by floods of party
canvassers, barely 50 per cent of the elec-
torate dragged themselves to the polls at
Beaconsfield and rather less than that at

Freedom Badges available from
the Bookshop. 30p + pp each.

Mitcham and Morden. The gallant Tory
victor polled about a quarter of the total
electorate. So much for Thatcher’s much
vaunted democracy when most of the
press is beating the drum in which all the
propaganda stops are being pulled out
when her candidate can get only a small
proportion of the electorate to put their
mark against her nominee. Dare we hope
that a significant part of the large non-
voting electorate are saying a pox on all
your houses?

Perhaps they will be discouraged by
having so few voting for them; perhaps
there is a good undercurrent of common-
sense that is not being bamboozled by the
massive pro-government media.

What hoo-ha there is about napalm—
used liberally in Vietnam with the British
government’s approval. What cries of dis-
approval at IRA nail bombs as superior
British firepower delivers nailbombs on
shivering Argentine conscripts—conscrip-
ted by a Junta that we have done so much
to arm and keep in power. The hypocrisy
is so blatant that we must hope that at
least some of the population has not been
fooled by the propaganda.

ALAN ALBON
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WHY PAY FOR NUCLEAR POWER?

ELECTRICITY prices matter. Each winter
tens of thousands of old people have to
choose between food and heating, and
each winter thousands of them die of
hypothermia. Each year thousands of
families are condemned to the dark and
cold, as their electricity is cut off when
they can’t pay their electricity bills. In
1980 122,000 families were cut off in
England and Wales alone.

The insistance of the CEGB on the
nuclear power programme is one of the
main causes of high electricity prices.

One response to this situation has been
to refuse to pay for the research and dev-
elopment costs of nuclear power — which
are passed on to us in the form of higher
electricity bills — by refusing to pay 11%
of these bills; according to the CEGB 11%
is the proportion of all electricity gener-
ated which is provided by nuclear power.

In West Germany the campaign (known
as ‘Strobo’, short for ‘Stromzahlungsboy-
cott’) has been extremely successful in-
volving 10,000 individuals. It hasebeen
running for 3 years, there have been hun-
dreds of court cases and there are more
than 80 lawyers actively supporting about
100 ‘Strobo’ groups throughout the coun-
try. Experience in West Germany has
shown that:

— opponents of nuclear power are prov-
ided with a structure both locally and
nationally (via newsletters, area support
groups, etc.) which will keep them toge-
ther in the long term... At the same time
people are included who would otherwise
have little to do with the anti-nuclear
movement due to Jack of time or energy,
or because they live far from an active
group.

— Electricity boards are the main distrib-
utors of nuclear power generated electric-
ity and through the consumer campaign
the boards are challenged directly at the
point of contact between supplier and
consumer. This makes it one of the most
direct forms of action against nuclear
power and for a sane energy future.

— It has successfully compelled the elec-
tricity boards to full debate with the
opponents of their nuclear policies in
public, in the press and in the courts. As
the electricity boards themselves admit,
this debate, as well as the Consumer Cam-
paign itself, obstructs and disrupts them.
The Boards have no smooth-running sys-
tem for dealing with the campaign. :
— People who refuse to pay part of their
electricity bill, even for a limited period,
are both symbolically and actually with-
drawing co-operation from what they are
opposing.

— Even cases which are lost (if its taken
that far) provide an open forum for full
debate on the energy issue.

If you decide to join the campaign,
then deduct 11% from your next electri-
city bill and send the remaining 89% to
your area board with a letter explaining
what you are doing and why (and it’s wise
to keep copies of all the correspondence).
Then send the 11% to your regional co-
ordinator, or if you don’t know who that
is to the ANC national office, who will
forward it for you.

The trust fund isa central national one,
but each of the regions has its own bank
account (cheques should be payable to
the Consumer Campaign Trust) adminis-
tered by a regional organiser and (hope-

fully) a local working group. When you

have written to your area board it is also
a good idea to write to the consumer rep-
resentative at your area consultative coun-
cil (you can get the address at any board
shop) and it is important to stress that
you consider that you are being over-
charged — je. that it is the board that isn’t
fulfilling it’s legal obligations, not you...
because the campaign has two aspects.

On the one hand it’s like the Peace
Tax Campaign — you are protesting about
being obliged by the structure of things
to finance nuclear power (you can mention
the inevitable links between the military
and so-called civilian nuclear programmes,
proliferation, the illegal Nambian uranium

contract, the unsolved problems of reactor
safety and waste disposal, the threat to
civil liberties posed by any expansion of
the nuclear power programme...)

On the other hand, the electricity
boards can be attacked on their own terr-
itory — in capitalist terms nuclear power
is a total failure, and the CEGB and the
area boards have failed to fulfil their stat-
utory obligations as set out in the Electri-
city Act, 1947 (‘to promote the use of all
economical methods of generating and
distributing electricity’, ‘to secure the
cheapening of electricity supplies’, and to
investigate seriously the potential of
combined heat and power schemes);a lot
of work has been done to show up the in-
correctness of CEGB energy demand fore-
casts, financial statistics, etc. (see Colin
Sweet’s forthcoming book/pamphlet, to
be published by the Anti-Nuclear Cam-
paign, about the economics of nuclear
power).

The beauty of the consumer campaign
is that you can take it just as far as you
want — you can avoid disconnection at
any time just by paying off all arrears
(contact your regional co-ordinator and
he/she will send you a cheque for the
amount you witheld, made out to your
area board). If you pay up ‘under protest’
that leaves you open to start again just as
soon as the next bill arrives. Or if you
want to, you can go to court and argue
against disconnection (courts in the -past
have decided that you can’t be disconn-
ected when there is a ‘bona fide’ dispute
over a bill, ie. if you’re not just trying to
avoid paying a debt.)

If you want more information/would like
to join the campaign, contact;-

The Anti-Nuclear Consumer Campaign,
c/o ANC National Office,

PO Box 216, Sheffield S1 1BD.

(Tel: 0742-754691)

They’ll put you in touch with your reg-
ional co-ordinator, and/or send you a
mammoth info pack (full of useful argu-
ments, statistics, etc.) free.
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CANTerbury
Tale

PEOPLE might be interested to hear about
The Anarchist Response to the Pope com-
ing to Canterbury. These people will be
disappointed, because I'm not going to
write about that, just my own experiences.
These began at about 12 on the previous
(Friday) night. Police cars were driving
around all over the place, at high speed
and very self-importantly, obviously rush-
ing to deal with major threats to civilis-
ation. Hired security men and private det-
ective types were being very heavy about
parking permits, presumably paranoid
about the expected hordes of vehicles.
Paranoia about terrorists also reached its
climax in the pre-dawn hours—apparently,
an arrest was made at 2am, of a bloke
walking along a road in a suspicious man-
ner...at 5am an officer of the law asked
me where I was going, after I walked past
the Cathedral gate for the second time—
obviously good people are the ones obst-
ructing the pavement in sleeping bags,
bad people walk around looking for good
ambush spots.

I had two sets of leaflets:- one anti-
religion; one pointing out that a God-vs-
Satan view cf the universe led to an un-
thinking attitude towards ‘Good’ and
‘Bad’. But most people just politely dec-
lined the invitation to find out how ‘reli-
gion leads to complacency, in the face of
evil’. Nobody was insulted either.

Demoralised at this lack of response, I
decided that I might as well wait until the
crowds got thicker, and send paper-dart
messages....But the crowds didn’t get much
thicker...

Instead, along came a reporter from an
American Radio News Programme, work-
ing for a Station which, he said, comm-
anded a fair chunk of the Radio News-
listening public over three or four West
Coast States. They were big enough to
have their own reporter in Europe anyway.
We talked about background history of
Canterbury, and what people’s attitudes
to the Pope were. Things seemed much
more low-key, sober and unexciting than
either of us had expected. My companion-
in-leafleting, the other half of our partic-

ular Anarchist Response, managed to
find me in the crowd at this stage. Man-
aged to? We were right by the gate to the
Cathedral precinct that the Pope would
go through in half an hour, and the crowd
was only about five deep. We stayed where
we were, to witness ‘History’ and talk
about American radio. The Pope passed
by. The reporter leapt into action. I’d told
him he’d be lying if he said that the crowd
was ecstatic, so he didn’t. An interview
with a convenient Anglican could not have
had a more wonderfully representative
subject—yes, he thought the Pope was a
very nice chap, that reconciliation and
unity amongst Christians had to be a
good thing (though he wasn’t so sure
about doctrines) and, yes, he’d travelled
six whole miles to get here.

Now was the time to use my once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity to influence the
media, and West-Coast America’s picture
of Britain. I’d already persuaded the re-
porter to ask his editor to let him stay in
Britain for the CND demo and reception
of Reagan here instead of going to Italy
to cover Reagan’s trip there. Now I took
him to where some friends were conduct-
ing the Feminist Response: half a dozen
women with ‘If the Pope could get preg-
nant....” leaflets never before made such a
disproportionately large impact on the
world’s news—if the editor lets it through,
of course.

I wandered round, giving leaflets to
people who looked like they had a sense

of humour. I swapped one with a protest-
ant who thought the mass was a sacrilege.
The point of the exercise was not to in-
sult people, or spoil anyone’s day, or to
rush round shouting ‘I’m a Satanist-Anar-
chist’ and expect people to be impressed.
The leaflets were designed for people who
might be ‘tempted’ into Christianity by
all the propaganda around the Pope, and
for Christians who had enough sensitivity
to be ready to question their Churches’
attitudes to good and bad, especially to
condemnation of war which stopped short
of naming names.

But I don’t think many people were
‘tempted’ that day. Enthusiasm never
really took hold. The town was no more
crowded than on any other busy Satur-
day. Quite a few people seemed more in-
terested in Prince Charles than in the Pope.
Carparks that were expected to be packed
with thousands of pilgrims’ cars were
almost empty. Of the expected 250,000
only 25,000 came. By noon, things were
so quiet that I decided to go home and get
some sleep. Any media hype that you
may have seen about the enthusiasm of
the crowds here was aload of pap. (Sorry—
couldn’t resist that one). Most people
seem to have simply decided that a man
from Rome with a white coat and a silly
hat, riding in a glass box on a Range Rover,
was not worth making the effort to see,
still less cheer at. That was the Anarchist
Response.

LUCIF@







































