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QUEEN IN THE PALACE

WHAT a wonderful year 1982 has turned
out to be for distraction! If some machia-
vellian script writers had conscientiously
set out to write a scenario to bamboozle
the public, they could hardly have pro-
duced — or even imagined — a sequence
of events more calculated to serve the rul-
ing class and make idiots of the people.

Making sure they had all the Official
Offices of the country pulling their weight,
they would have engaged the Metereolog-
ical Office in the production of the worse
winter in living memory, if not longer.
Emasculated brass monkeys had barely
managed to breathe the blood back into
their fingertips before little Mr Howe’s
Budget bamboozled us into thinking that
the great up-turn was just around the
corner, without a single U-turn from our
Leaderene, when — Bingo! — our great
nation was at war again, just like the good
old days when the Great really was in
Great Britain.
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The drums went bang and the symbols
clanged and the trumpets rooty-tooted as
we launched a mighty sledgehammer to
crack a nut 8000 miles away. The drama
heightened as the naughty nut fought back
— which made the whole exercise even
more worth-while and created heroes as
well as martyrs as some of our over-heated
professionals shot down their own mates
in the darkness — having been drilled on
the good old Western slogan: Shoot first
and ask questions later.

Many of our heroes got more than their
fingers bumt and many are never coming
back except to a hero’s grave — but isn’t
that the name of the game, this year being
1982, The Year of The Sacrifice? Selfish
nurses and narrow-minded engine drivers,
before you press for your own little econ-
omic interests, like actually earning a liv-
ing wage: Think of the Falklands! 2000
died that 1800 may live! Pay willingly

«your share of a billion that sheep may
safely graze!
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No sooner were the dead counted,
however, than another little life came
into the world, to take our silly minds off
our petty troubles. Again, the trumpets
clanged, etc, and the cannons roared,
greeting the little prince into a world
where he can do no wrong. Scarcely did
the hullabaloo die down than great sport-
ing fixtures filled the screen with, fortun-
ately for some, the Spanish police playing
true to form and bashing up OUR sup-
porters while OUR team was losing to
Nagaland or someone, but Botham was
scoring a double century at the Oval. So
all was well really.

And then — talk about the luck of the
devil — just as the railwaymen were being
screwed into the ground and the latest
unemployment figures were about to be
published: An Intruder in the Palace!
Twice! And just as the underpaid Health
Service workers were staging their biggest
direct action protest ever: IRA bombs in
Knightsbridge!

The intruder in the Palace has led from
one thing to another. Here is the story of
a young man, more than somewhat un-
balanced, who somehow found his way
into Buckingham Palace on June 7 and
stole half a bottle of wine — and on July
9 went back to have a talk with the Queen
about it and managed to get, undetected,
into Her Majesty’s bedroom.

Our gracious- queen calmly kept him
chatting until, when he asked for a cigar-
ette, she called for a housemaid, whose
first remark was ‘Bloody ’ell, Ma-am, ’ow
did ’e get in ’ere?’

So of course, heads have rolled, and it
is suddenly discovered that Her Majesty’s
personal detective, Commander Trestrail,
has for years been A Practising Homosex-
ual maintaining a long-term relationship
with a young male homosexual prostitute.
The clever detective has been with the
Queen (who likes him very much and wants
him to stayon) for 17 years, with a security
clearance on beginning the job and one
every five years since — four times in all.
He has, of course, done the decent thing
and resigned, for everybody knows what
a security risk it is to have a gay person in
any situation of national interest, like
what the Queen is, although you would
have thought wouldn’t you, that he has
satisfactorily served his apprenticeship
by now?

continued on page 2
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OFF THE RAILS

GONE are the days, they say, when dis-
putes between unions and management
could be settied over beer and sandwiches
at number ten.

Certainly this seems to be the case in
the current fight to the finish between
ASLEF the train drivers union and British
Rail Board.

ASLEF, being a small and relatively
democratic union representing basically
one grade of worker, is committed by its
governing annual conference to protecting
the guaranteed eight hour day. This was
introduced in 1919 in a union/government
deal as a safeguard against super exploit-
ation of worker by boss ie, we wouldn’t
have to work over eight hours, and we’d
be guaranteed eight hours pay — however
much work was done in that shift.

British Rail, like all industry in capital-
ist recession, has to reduce the price of
labour. Their idea of ‘modern work prac-
gices’ is basically about that, reducing
staffing, cutting the service and getting
more work out of each worker. Flexible
rostering, once fully implemented, would
drastically increase the workload as well
as varying the length of each shift and the
number of hours worked each week. The
thirty nine hour week would actually be
an average of thirty nine hours over eight
weeks. That, and the underhand and brutal
methods being employed by BR, ignoring
negotiating procedures, picking off indiv-
idual depots, threatening the sack (we’re
deprived of tax rebates, £13 taken away

from SS for families, no dole if we’re
sacked, no jobs to go to) makes it look
like we’re being taken back to the last cen-
tury when workers waited outside the
gates waiting for the boss to give them
work.

It’s true we wouldn’t be in such a mess
if Sidney Rat Weighell had not sold the
guards into flexible rosters, BRB might
have given up trying against ASLEF &
NUR together. After all, the savings to be
made from flexible rosters of one and a
half million pounds a year are paltry
compared to the eight and a half million
pounds a day they are losing during the
ASLEF strike.

Weighell’s main ambition it seems, be-
side getting his knighthood, is to smash
ASLEF. He has actually been encouraging
BRB to make the workers more productive
and to smash ASLEF.

What of the ASLEF leadership? They
are in the difficult position of preserving
the membership of the union, for their
own jobs, and of maintaining their cred-
ibility, for their own skins.

At the moment, the only substantial
support for us seems to be from the miners
and Scargill, as we helped them in the past
(much to Weighell’s Chagrin). Most TU
leaders are businessmen who see ASLEF
as bad business, a bit out of date (actually
trying to defend their workers’ conditions)
so the pressure is on from them and the
Labour Party to bend back double to
placate the bosses and the media. (ie, sell
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QUEEN IN PALACE

continued from page 1

Although the Home Secretary, William
Whitelaw, was practically the last to
know anything about all this, back-bench
Tories who already hate him are baying
for his blood, or at least his resignation,
too.

If would seem though, that our hered-
itary monarchs are more broad-minded
and less hysterical about other persons’
moralities than the institutions of the
democratic state that serve her — and us.
Sir Anthony Blunt, curator of the Queen’s
picture gallery, was not only gay, but a
spy to boot — and Her Majesty got on
very well with him. Trestrail, we fancy,
would not have been sacked for his homo-
sexuality but for the weird actions of
young Fagan, sneaking into the palace,
and some dumb cop ignoring an alarm
bell, and Trestrail being the man in charge.

Most interesting has been the reactions
of some people who know about palace
life. Apparently, London’s gay community
(whoever is exactly meant by that) have

claimed that the royal household has ‘long
been a favoured source of work for gay
men’, some of them coming out quite
openly — and why not?

As gays have always maintained: it is
the attitude of the so-called ‘straight’

world that makes them subject to black-

mail.
One last light touch to end on. From
the Guardian we take:

“There is a
well-known story about the
Queen Mother ringing her
servants for a gin and tonic
with the words: “I don’t

know what yeu old gueens
are doing down there, bhut
this old queen is dying of
thirst.”

-and as we go to press the latest unemploy-
ment figures are published at 3,190,000.
JUSTIN

out imminent)

What we actually need is a general
strike, now. Give the bosses a fright. It’s a
good time, as the left are in such disarray,
workers’ councils can be set up without
too much-Leninist interference. Why not
bring it up at your next branch meeting?
ADAM FLOWERS
(Secretary Broad Street Branch ASLEF)

STOP PRESS

As we go to press the strike is finished.
The TUC gave ‘advice’ to ASLEF that
they weren’t prepared to give any support.
No doubt part of their calculation was
the spectre of a ‘who rules’ election helped
by whatever remnants of patriotic fervour
are still about. The flexible rosters are in
operation at 70 odd depots. ASLEF Del-
egate Conference meets next week. The
government still maintains that it did not
interfere, but is pleased about the victory
for ‘common sense’.

The implications for all trades union
are obvious.

NICE ONE!

Nice one CND. Your campaigning for
nuclear free zones has resulted in 20 out
of 54 county councils declining to take
part in the government’s Operation Hard
Rock. The whole enterprise has been called
off. But what is this? A statement by
William Whitelaw, Home Secretary. The
poor man has a lot on his mind at the
moment with all manner of people drop-
ping into Buckingham Palace to camp in
the grounds or bum cigarettes off Her
Majesty, senior policemen having to resign
because they had preferences that are not,
well illegal, but still not quite the thing.
Perhaps he is managing to give some tho-
ught to other matters as well, such as the
state of the prisons, those ‘affronts to civ-
ilised society’, the levels of unemploy-
ment, the risks of urban disorder when
the weather perks up a bit, the problems
of dealing with his prime minister, oh, all
sorts of things. But did this victory for
CND upset him? Oh no, he merely announ-
ced that he will change the rules so that
all these people will have to play next
time. Perhaps there is a lesson here for
CND.

PRESIDENT Reagan announced, when
greeting Columbia shuttle astronauts, that
national security was an important consid-
eration in America’s future space activities.
In a statement drawn up after a 10 month
study by the National Security Agency,

.he mentioned the continued development

of a satellite killer and a start on building
an attack warning system to meet threats
to US space systems. A senior Adminis-
tration official has deplored that an ‘un-
fortunate impression’ has been gaining
ground that the new policy statement
meant that the US is preparing for combat
in space.



THE AFWSN exists to bring together and
support people arrested for opposition to
the war over the Falklands Islands/Malvinas
by:
1. Publicity of details of arrests and
subsequent trials
2. Offering legal information and gen-
eral support
3. Contributing to fines through fund-
raising and donations
4. Putting arrested people in touch with
each other

Latest Information:

— Nine people arrested on anti-militar-
ist picket in Edinburgh are appearing
in court on October 4th, charged
with obstruction.

— Person arrested for insulting behav-
iour on anti-war rally in London
(May 23rd) appeared at Bow Street
Magistrates Court on July 5th, and
got a conditional discharge for two
years + £25 costs to pay.

— Two people from London Peace
Action arrested for carrying a coffin
on the same rally appeared at Bow
Street on July 6th, also charged with
insulting behaviour. They were ac-

~ to pay.

Four more London Peace Action people
also arrested on the anti-war rally for —
yes you’ve got it — insulting behaviour
(for tearing up both Argentinian and Brit-
ish State flags) appeared at Bow Street on
July 9th. They were fined £50 each, which
they might not all pay.

No further details of the other six arr-
ests on May 23rd.

— The two people arrested for paint-
bombing the naval recruiting office in
Holborn, London, on May 1st, have been
remanded over to a higher court. Their
case will be heard on September 1st at
the Inner London Sessions House, New-
ington Causeway, Elephant and Castle.
They face £600 in damages.

FREEDOM 3

The seven people arrested on their
support picket on June 4th have been
remanded on bail to appear at Wells Street
Magistrates Court on September 6th.

OTHER NEWS

— The two people arrested for leaflet-
ting at the Trooping of the Colour
on June 13th, and charged with ob-
struction, were found guilty at Bow
Street and fined £5 each.

— Of the 48 people arrested at the
CND march on June 6th in London,
one has already pleaded not guilty
and has been bound over to keep
the peace, 20 are due to appear at
Wells Street on September 14th and
October 26th, one or two at Marl-
borough St on unknown dates, two
juveniles to report to the police on
July 13th to find out if any action
will be taken. A few are untraceable
and of the rest at least thirteen were
released without charge, though
some were held for two days.

The police can still bring charges
within the next six months.

Their defence campaign can be con-
tacted at:

84b Whitechapel High Street,
London E1.

The Cambridge ad hoc Committee
against the Falklands war have be-
come part of the Support Network
and will be helping to raise funds.
They can be contacted at

Grapevine Bookshop, 186 East
Road, Cambridge.

At the moment we have £106.3%p,
many thanks to all those who have
sent donations. The next meeting
of the AFWSN will be on September
6th at 7pm at 6 Endsleigh St. We
will need to continue our work well
into the winter as appeals will prob-
ably still be necessary. We will keep
on producing a bulletin and hope

people will keep on contacting us
with news, donations etc, at
London Greenpeace, 6 Endsleigh St,
London WC1.

We have a list of friendly solicitors
in the London area which we can
send to people. Send us an SAE to
the above address.

DEFIANCE

THE undersigned Giuseppe Scarso (mat-
riculation No 05961000341) who in the
name of your military ordinance was to
present himself on the day of June 30 at
the 225 Battalion F ‘Arezzo’ to effect ser-
vitude, enslavement, enclosure...in your
instruments of death known as battalions
of the army: REFUSES and OBJECTS
any appurtenance in your ranks.

As an anarchist and antimilitarist I do not
intend to wear the uniform of blood and
death, considering armies, no matter what
their colour or what State they belong to,
to be the political-cultural instrument/
structure of capitalismi in order to per-
petuate dominion and exploitation, as
well as a coercive and demagogic means
of ‘safeguarding’ the ‘territorial rights’ of
a nation.

In its function the army has always
been and continues to be the essential
instrument of humanity’s division into
classes, of control over individuals and of
the safeguarding of capitalism. I absolutely
refuse to be a part of a military structure
which has always committed the most
atrocious crimes, wars...and the most vile
raids. I do not want to renounce my head
and my way of thinking to troop into
your lines and become a chameleon.

I believe that the exploited, the revol-
utionaries, must make known, today as
yesterday, their complete aversion to the
militarist servility of armies by active in-
subordination, for a society of free and
equal individuals.

I do not intend to become a part of the
Italian army, but to affirm the antimilitar-
ist, revolutionary Anarchist practice:
AGAINST WAR! AGAINST THE ARMY!

AGAINST ARMAMENTS! AGAINST
STATES! AGAINST PRISONS! FOR
INSUBORDINATION!

GIUSEPPE SCARSO

WilPCAT

You're letting in all sorts of potential enemiesfy !
Why don't you letmein 27
I'macitizenf?

we'd let youin likea shot.

Rootm

Because it’s a sales party. Potential buyers only.
If anarchists had a use for bombs,

ALDERSHOTX
BOMB FAIR
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INFORMATION concerning dissent in
the USSR or it’s client states is always
difficult to obtain. What follows is an
account of the experiences of one group
of dissidents who were active in Leningrad
from 1976 to 1978 when they were finally
arrested.

The history of this group goes back to
the opening day of the 25th Congress of
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
in Feb 1976. It was at this time that various
leaflets which declared that the Party and
its policies were bankrupt began to appear
on the streets of Leningrad. It took the
KGB a fortnight to trace these leaflets to
a group known as the ‘Revolutionary
Communards’.

The Revolutionary Communardsstarted
when two students at Leningrad University
set up a commune on 37 Primorski Pros-
pekt, a small house on the outskirts of
the city. Little did Alexander Skobov and
his friend Arkady Tsurkov realize the ex-
tent to which the commune would become
a focal point, not only for the youth of
Leningrad but even further afield. The
commune soon became a place of lively
debate between the various political phil-
osophies of those involved (Marxism,

TSURKOV

Anarchism, Anarcho-syndicalism). It also
started the production of a samizdat
(home produced) journal called ‘Perspec-
tives’. Before long there was even talk
within the group of holding conference of
oppositional youth but in August 1978

the KGB raided the commune and a
number of arrests were made. Questioning
of all those involved soon followed and
on Oct 14th Skobov was arrested and 17
days later the KGB arrested Tsurkov. Over
the next few months many others were
charged and sentenced for ‘crimes against
the state’.

All of these people have now been rel-
eased except 1'surkov. At his trial, held in
camera on the 3rd April 1979, he was
sentenced to 5 years in a corrective labour
camp and 2 years internal exile. He is not
due for release until 1985.

Tsurkov has been adopted by Amnesty
International.

ON Saturday the 5th of June 14 members
and supporters of the North East Anarchist
Federation staged a 2 hour picket outside
the TISSR embassy in support of Arkady
Tsurkov.

The picket was generally boring, leaf-
lets were handed out on the opposite side
of the road to the embassy, request of the
Diplomatic Protection sgquad, and one
member of the NEAF was threatened with
assault and arrest for pointing a camera at
a pig.

Malc, for NEAF

RAGUSA anarchist group and anarchist
group ‘Rivolta e Liberta’ of Catania ann-
ounce an INTERNATIONAL ANAR-
CHIST CONFERENCE in the municipal
sports ground at Comiso, Ragus July 31
and 1 August 1982, on the theme THE
CONSTRUCTION OF THE CRUISE
MISSILE BASE AT COMISO CAN BE
PREVENTED.

We believe the present stage of the
struggle against the installation of missiles
in Comiso requires a deepening of analysis
and methodology. Seen in this light the
Comisc conference acquires a double in-
terest: on the one hand it should consent
a clearer vision of how to intervene to
prevent the construction of the Base; on
the other, it should allow the anarchist
movement as a whole to reconsider the
effectiveness of methods of struggle valid
for all situations involving the realisation
of the class struggle.

The conference will therefore develop:

— A brief introduction by the comrades

organizers of the conference.

— Debate for the whole of July 31
and morning of August 1. Comrades in-
tending to bring reports to be read during
the conference should bear in mind that
each contribution to the debate will be
limited to 15 minutes, therefore reports
requiring more time should be duplicated
for distribution during the conference.

— Conclusive demonstration with open
air meeting in Piazza Fonte Diana, Comiso,
followed by march to Magliocco airport.

We remind comrades to come equipped

with sleeping bags and tents.

Comrades and structures of the anar-
chist movement should undertake to cont-
ribute towards the expense of the confer-
ence and the initiatives which emerge
from it directed at continuing the struggle
to prevent the installation of the missile
base in Comiso. Payment should be made
to postal current account no. 10033975
in the name of Giuseppe Scarso, Casella
Postale 21, 97010 GIARRATANA, Sicily.

For further information and -clarifi-
cation write to above address or telephone
0932/976445.

Fraternal greetings
Ragusa anarchist group
‘Rivolta e Liberta’ anarchist group,
Catania

PS: We consider the presence of comrades

_from experiences other than those of the
Italian anarchist movement to be indis-
pensable in order to examine different
experiences of struggle and to discuss as
widely as possible what direction to give
to the anarchist intervention in the struggle
against the missile base in Comiso.

During the conference a simultaneous
translation of the reports in languages
other than Italian can be guaranteed. As
for the discussions in Italian, a brief syn-
thesis in English, French and German will
be given at the end of the conference.
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Dear FREEDOM,

I don’t think we’ve invited you to the
Gathering yet. This extraordinary political
gathering — hopefully some 3000 people
near Glastonbury for six days — will prob-
ably be one of the biggest get-togethers of
the year (bar demos).

On site we shall all be working to pro-
duce a Green Declaration to come out on
Celebration Day. It will outline what
everyone at the Gathering feels are the
main principles of the green movement
and will then put forward any ideas for
ways forward that the Gathering comes
up with.

I very much enjoyed your review on
ecology and anarchism. I expect at least
one of you will be able to make it, looks
like being really good fun as well as having
a political purpose.

If you are coming and are interested,
please let me know as I shall be putting
out all kinds of stuff to the movement
press and the straight media.

Love & Peace,
DAVID TAYLOR

The Green Gathering is to be held from
Tuesday 27th July to Sunday 1st August.
It will consist of Music, Theatre, Displays,
Stalls, Workshops, Speakers, Kids Area.
Tickets will cost £9.00 for the six days,
if bought at the gate BUT a limited num-








































