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THREE KILLED
1000s ARRESTED
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‘HARD WORK NEVER HARMED ANYONE’

IT’S A LIE!

SOME industries are renowned for their
dangers to those who work in them. Until
relatively recent times, coal-mining was
the most notorious because of the sensa-
tional, large-scale disasters which hit the
headlines—like the Gresford Colliery disas-
ter in which 265 miners (and rescue men)
were Kkilled in 1934, showing that little
had been done to improve safety measures
since the Blantyre explosion of 1877 (also
killing over 200).

We may say what we like about nation-
alisation, but one of the motivations for
the take-over of the mines in 1947 was the
appalling accident rate chalked up by the
careless and callous owners for whom saf-
ety regulations meant cuts in profit, and
the promise that, once the pits ‘belonged
to the people’, safety standards would be
improved.

Well, the pits never have belonged to
the people, nor was the profit motivation
ever relaxed, nor have the miners ever had
any more say in the running of the mines

and they have had to fight every govern-
ment (now their employers)since national-
isation for every improvement in their
standards of living.

But at least, with apparently limitless
public funds at its disposal, the National
Coal Board has been able to improve safety
measures and also to do much control
the dust which is the cause of pneumo-
coniosis, the lung disease which is the
quiet, unsensational killer of the pitmen—
destroying, one by one, many more than
were blasted or buried in well-publicised
disasters.

Other industries, too, take their toll of
workers singly, or a few at a time. On land
or sea, railwaymen, fishermen, construc-
tion workers, oil riggers and divers, trans-
port drivers—all those who produce and
distribute the wealth the rest of us enjoy,
and the services we take for granted at
the flick of a switch or the turn of a tap.

Another thing we take for granted has
been known for a long time to be a killer

of amazing tenacity. Hands up all those
who have not got something in their home
containing asbestos—known to be a men-
ace since 1898, but oh so useful that we
really can’t do without it.

Asbestos is a unique mineral fibre,
cheap and easy to produce and considered
essential to modern industry. Blended
with cement it provides a rigid, fire proof,
easily handled, light and—above all—cheap
building material, moulded into pipes, or
corrugated roofing sheets or flat wall cov-
erings. In the home it will be found in
ironing boards and in the irons them-
selves, in lining for cookers and oven gloves
and even in carpets. Fireproof walls and
doors are almost sure to contain it.

When we ask where it comes from we
are back to mining again—but not in this
country. Far away in Canada, Cyprus
and—you’ve guessed it—South Africa, it is
pulverised down to its basic fibres, packed
(nto sacks or other containers and shipped,
maybe loose in ships’ holds, around the
world.

Continued on page 2



D FREEDOM

e B S e R R S e e S TS,

IT’S A LIE!

Continued from page 1

Everybody exposed to asbestos runs
the risk of developing one of four diseases
now undeniably known to be associated
with it, and all of them can rightly be
described as time bombs, planted in the
bodies of asbestos workers, or their fami-
lies.

In the South African mines, little Afri-
can boys of 12 years of age stamp the
dusty material down into sacks. Their life
expectancy is between 20 and 30.

British factory workers are so much
luckier. They may work among the dust
for a relatively short time feeling nothing
—but 10, 15, 20 years later the asbestos
fibres (invisible to any but the strongest
microscopes) will be causing fibrosis in
the soft tissues of their lung, the scarring
of which results in shortage of breath,
strain on the heart and the wasting of a
normally strong person to a walking skele-
ton.

That is Asbestosis, which can develop
into cancer,either of the lung or the gastro-
intestinal tract.

Oddly enough, such attempts as have
been made to introduce safety measures
for those who work in the asbestos in-
dustry have led, indirectly, to the diagno-
sing of another disease based exclusively
on contact with asbestos. This is Meso-
thelioma, a tumour of the lung or the lin-
ing -of the abdomen, for which there is
no known cause except contact with as-
bestos—and that contact can be merely
living near an asbestos factory—or even
washing the clothes of an asbestos worker!

Because mesothelioma takes longer to
develop, in the past most sufferers died
from asbestosis or cancer before mesothel-
ioma had made itself known. In reducing
the incidence of the diseases which deve-
lop more quickly, more time is allowed
for the slower disease to develop.

The plain fact is that asbestos is a killer,
but the companies which trade in this
material—like multi-national Turner &
Newell, with interests in South African
mines and factories in the North of Eng-
land, have steadfastly refused to accept
responsibility for what working for them
can do to their workers—much as the coal
owners for years refused to accept that a
pneumoconiosis which developed years
after a miner had left the coal face could
possibly be anything to do with them.

It is said that there is no alternative
n.aterial to asbestos. This is not true.
What is true is that there may not be one
single material which can be used for all
the purposes for which asbestos is usable
—but there are now many materials which
can be used in all its different applications.
And these are known (at present!) to be
safe.

Asbestos is not safe. It is a killer, diffi-
cult to control in enclosed, highly govern-
able inside areas—impossible to control in
mining conditions.

Let Turner & Newell—and all other
manufacturers of asbestos goods—be shut
down. Let our scientists come off nerve
gas and neutron bombs and get down to
providing economiic alternatives, if they
are so necessary. Alternatively, let’s start
blowing asbestos fibres into the board-
rooms and directors’ dining rooms of the
companies that live by the misery of
others. 1hen let’s see how smartly they
can act!

PS

This article was sparked off by the York-
shire Television programme ‘Alice—a Fight
for Life’, worth your TV license on its
own, assuming you’ve got one. Also from
information gained from SPAID (Society
for the Prevention of Asbestosis and In-
dustrial Diseases) which deserves your sup-
port. Contact The Secretary, 38 Drapers
Road, Enfield, Middx EN2 8LU.

ANARCHOS
INSTITUTE
LAUNCHED

DURING the spring of 1981 work was
undertaken to establish the ANARCHOS
Institute in Montreal, the latest in a num-
ber of similar institutes now in existence
in Europe. The ANARCHOS Institute is
an association of writers, teachers and re-
searchers with the common concern of
advancing the knowledge of anarchism in
Quebec, Canada, the United States and
Mexico. The founding conference was
held in June 1982.

In recent years there has been a flour-
ishing in the amount and quality of anar-
chist and libertarian socialist research and
literature, both published and unpublished.
In the disciplines of sociology, anthropol-
ogy, history, political economy, social
work, linguistics, mathematics, as well as
others, dedicated individuals have produ-
ced works that approach these fields of
knowledge from an anarchist perspective.
What has been missing up until now is a
sense of intellectual community. Many of
these individuals do not know of each
other’s existence, let alone their respective
work. A network between such persons
became an imperative necessity.

The ANARCHOS Institute was founded
to bring together people in various fields
of knowledge in order to evaluate their
work and gather further insights. Through
the ANARCHOS Institute the fruits of
these collective reflections onanarchist the-
ory and practiee will also be made available
to the growing anarchist and libertarian
socialist constituency on this continent.
The Institute is based on membership and
will be sited in Montreal.

The first public conference of the
ANARCHOS Institute took place on June
5 and 6, 1982 at the University du Quebec
a Montreal. The theme of the conference
was ‘The Intellectuals and the State’ and

Nicole Laurin-Frenette, Alain Leguyader,
Jacques Mascotto and Frank Harrison.
Some 600 persons attended the confer-
ence.

During the organisational part of the
members’ conference, the purpose of the
Institute was confirmed, financial reports
were received, and future plans were dis-
cussed. It was agreed that next year’s con-
ference will probably be held somewhere
in the Northeastern USA, and that the
probable theme for the public conference
would be ‘Anarchism and the Nuclear
Disarmament Movement’. A report was
also heard about the growth of similar
institutes and documentation centres in
Europe, especially about the activities of
the Centro Studi Libertari ‘G Pinelli’ in
Milan, Italy.

The membership of the ANARCHOS
Institute stood at 65 persons from Quebec,
Canada, the USA and Mexico at the end
of these conferences.

DIMITRI ROUSSOPOULOS,
Secretary,

ANARCHOS Institute,

Suite 444,

3981 Boulevard St-Laurent,
Montreal, Quebec H2W 1Y5 Canada
Tel: (514) 844-4076

WE are very sorry to report the death of
our old friend Ian King.

Ian worked with many groups in the
early 1970’s, most especially BIT. After a
traffic accident, which left him severely
disabled, he used his compensation money
to buy a small house in Margate and a
printing press. He taught himself to print
and began to operate as ‘Magic Ink’, a
part of the Underground Press Syndicate.

Ian also launched ‘Disabilities Unlimi-
ted’ to campaign for people who are so
labelled. He tock a number of people to
live with him and to teach them useful
skills. He was especially interested in the
idea of ‘complementary disabilities’, in
getting together people whose abilities
would reinforce each others.

He attempted many other projects, for
example a travel guide to Asia. Sometimes
he overstretched his resources. Ian suffered
constant pain from his back and was some-
times incapacitated. He had been warned
that his spine would eventually collapse
completely. At times he felt isolated and
relied heavily on telephone links to sur-
vive the long nights.

Ian printed FREEDOM from 1976 until
1981. He felt part of the paper and en-
livened many issues with his marginal
notes from ‘Ian the Printer’. Eventually,
he had too much work. Fortunately, soon
afterwards we obtained our own equip-
ment. Ian found much of it for us and
helped us to learn to operate efficiently.

Last week, Ian was killed in another
road accident. A car, travelling on the
wrong side of the road, hit him on his
motor bike.

Ian is a great loss to us all.

featured as speakers: Noam Chomsky, ST
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ANTI-MILITARIST ACTIVITIES

Dear friends,

You have probably heard of recent MoD
plans to extend Upper Heyford airbase
for the purposes of installing a new wing
of EF1-11’s by taking over agricultural
land to the north east of the present peri-
meter.

Upper Heyford Peace Camp, in con-
junction with Oxfordshire peace groups
already involved in this issue, invite your
group to actively participate in our cam-
paign to stop this happening. We plan to
get the ball rolling with a march and mass
rally on September 25th (Saturday) and
we are looking for a big turn out, especially
from local peace groups.

Most details are supplied on a leaflet
advertising the event. Supplies of the leaf-
let are available at the rate of £1 per 100
from Campaign ATOM at 37 Cowley Road,
Oxford. Posters are also available.

The main details are as follows:

MAIN MARCH —

Meeting 10.30 for 11.00am Car park,
Mannersfield Road, Bicester. The route
from Bicester to Upper Heyford is about
8 miles.

ANTI-STATE DOCUMENTATION AND
NEWS NETWORK

SOME comrades in South London are in-
vestigating setting up the above. Using
existing and developing resources and
contacts primarily via the anarchist net-
work, the plan would be to set up a fully
cross-referenced data-base, which would
in turn facilitate information-gathering
and investigations/monitoring. The net-
work would be self-generating and would
provide additional input to the anarchist
press and to anarchists around the country
and thus aid better communication. Fur-
thermore, a system would be devised to
enable the immediate dissemination of
urgent news: in other words a viable de-
centralised alternative to State media.
Anyone interested in participating (to be
successful, the project would require in-
volvement from anarchists throughout
the country)—either as contributors or in
the. documentation—write to ASDNN c/o
SLAG (South London Anarchist Group),
121 Railton Road, London SE24.

SUBSIDIARY MARCH —

For people coming by car or coach, meet
by 2.00pm at the road at furthest extrem-
ity of the base (by the heath on OS map).
It will be signposted on the day.

From there, we will be marching up
the bridleway on the western side of the
base to the proposed site of the extension.
Once at the site, there will be a rally with
a variety of entertainments and short
speeches.

US REFUSALS

THE US government is trying to intimi-
date young people who have refused to
register for the draft. Five persons have so
far been indicted. More are expected.

On Monday, August 16, Ben Sasway,
the first person to be indicted for draft
resistance since the Vietnam War, is sche-
duled to have a hearing for motions. Ben’s
trial is scheduled for August 24. Tuesday,
August 17, is scheduled for the trial of
Enten Eller in Roanoke, Virginia. Enten
was the second man to be indicted, but if
his trial is not delayed, he will be the first
draft resister tried in the post-Vietnam
era. David Wayte of Los Angeles and
Mark Schmucker of Cleveland were in-
dicted on July 22. Wayte was arraigned
on August 2. Russell Ford, Chevy Chase,
MD, was indicted on August 4.

At the same time, an attack on non-
registrants has been mounted in Congress.
Representative Gerald Solomon (R-NY) is
expected to introduce an amendment to
the defense Authorization Bill which
would deny student loans to non-regis-
trants. A similar measure has already
passed the Senate, and if the house follow
suit, as expected, it will become law on
October 1, 1982.

The prosecution of non-registrants and
Congressional measures against them come
at a time when new moves are being made
to return to the draft, and the US govern-
ment is dangerously escalating its inter-
vention in Central America and the Middle
East.

Dear FREEDOM,

After the recent outburst of militarist
hysteria it is hardly surprising that the
government should seek to grant favours
to weapons manufacturers and encourage
the development of the technology of
destruction. It is also not surprising that
in pursuing these aims the government
would have no concern for anyone adver-
sely affected by increased war production.

A case in point are plans to use fifteen
acres of land at Brambles Farm, Waterloo
ville as a Heavyweight Torpedo Factory.
Without regard for local opinion Havant
Borough Council are selling the land to
GEC—Marconi to develop the 7525
(Spearfish) Torpedo, which can be filled
with nuclear warheads. The circumslances
under which the negotiations for sale of
the land are being carried oul are highly
suspicious. Planning permission for the
factory has been granted in a ridiculously
short time; the company has already
received a generous grant from the govern-
ment to build the factory and has suc-
ceeded in negotiating a drastic decrease
in the price of the land.

In view of such dubious manoeuvres
and Lhe misuse of people’s land for mili-
tary production, a Peace Camp was estab-
lished at Brambles Farm just over five
weeks ago. The camp has already brought
into question the ownership of the land—
local people or the council to do whal
they like with it? The High Court has
already granted Havant Council a ‘repos-
session’ order on the land and the bailiffs
are expected to evict us at any time.

For the Peacé Camp to continue and
remain effective we urgently need support
of all kinds—visitors, campers, donations
of food, camping supplies and money.

Brambles Farm Péace Camp can be
contacted through
Mr Andy Smith
3 Shelley Gardens
Cowplain
Hants
Tel: Waterlooville 66355
Peace and Anarchy,

SIMON COOK
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A daft device for turning
natives into foreigners.
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1900-1965. .

INDUSTRIAL Unionism was the driving
force behind militant trade unionism in
the early nineteen hundreds. The IWW
first established a group in Christchurch
in 1908. Such personalities as Tom
Barker and J B King were active in a
groupin Auckland in 1912—1913, through
the Waihi and General Strikes. They were
seliing thousands of copies of Industrial
Unionist during this period. After the
defeat of the 1913 General Strike, Tom
Barker was deporfed and ended up back
in England. King returned to Sydney. He
spoke at a May Day meeting in Wellington
in 1932 in defence of Sacco-Vanzetti.

There was a small Anarcho-Communist
group in Wellington in 1912, Street fights
with police frequently occurred after
meetings. A Polish baker called Josephs
was involved in this group.

During the 30’s there seems to be indi-

Anarchism in Nev

viduals who were very active. The Webb
family in Auckland and anotherindividual
in Wellington. All I know of him was that
he was well-dressed and carried a copy of
Bakunin’s writings around with him.

Jock Barnes was thinking along syndic-
alist lines after Savage conveniently forgot
to get him a job after the 1935 Labour
win. (Jock Barnes was later a leader of
the 1951 waterfront strike). There was a
Libertarian Socialist Group in Auckland
during the late fifties and the sixties.
Of course, there were the exiles from
Spain — however, few remained active.
One person, Werner Droscher, died a few
years ago. He left Germany with the rise
of Hitler and fought in Spain. Werner was
active right up until he died but described
himself as a ‘retired’ anarchist.

..AND TODAY..

THERE are four main areas worth des-
cribing: 1 Lumpen street culture; 2 Non-
ideological communal groups; 3 Protest
movements; 4 @ politicos.

I’D like to disagree with ‘A Friend of
Durruti’ (24.7.82) when he says, ‘it is only
when life becomes materially intolerable
that workers will revolt.’

I’d argue that it is patronising and in-
sulting to argue that people can only op-
pose an exploitative class society when
their stomachs are empty. Poverty and
oppression lead to apathy and passivity
more often than to militancy and rebel-
lion. The implication that people will
only listen to radical ideas as a result of
economic misery seems to me profoundly
pessimistic. Fundamental social change
(ie, an anarchist/self-managed society)
requires mass understanding and mass
‘participation. Anarchism isn’t some minor
redistribution of wealth or job sharing
scheme. It is an assertion that ordinary
people can control their own lives without
bosses, politicians, priests or police. It’s
basically about who makes the decisions.

I’d also like to challenge the ideas put
forward in recent FREEDOMs by Pat Riot
(12.6.82) and Ian Kogel (26.6.82) about
whether what we mean by anarchism
is a continuation of the 60’s counter cul-
ture or the birth pangs of a new 80’
utopianism. Is it a life style we can live
now or a type of society with which we
want to replace the present one? I desire
a self-managed society, which abolishes
hierarchy at work, in the community, en-
vironment. This entails discarding ail
forms of myth and false consciousness
(religion/patriarchal attitudes/materialism
/belief in the inevitability of hierarchy).
To achieve all this means challenging clas$

1 Street culture groups are character-
ised by the proliferation of graffiti (rang-
ing from ‘Fuck the State’ to the ‘racist
KKK@). appearances at the Labour Dept

and on PEP (relief) jobs, punch-ups with
the cops, support for pub-bands (eg the
punk-style Desperate Measures — 1984
song). Currently in Christchurch, a
business group offers $ 800 reward for a
graffiti conviction and a PEP job has been
created removing graffiti. In Auckland
most recent graffiti is of Black Unity
origin. It could be said that the youth
movement this reflects knows what it is
against — the state, work, police — but
only has a limited conception of what it
is for, let alone any contact with local
anarchist tradition for what it is worth.
Interestingly enough, the ‘a’ in the
circle (@) is quite common as a symbol of
resistance on blackboreds in the skools.

2 Communal groups arising from the
early 70’s hippy philosophies. Rural com-
munities still functioning in many places
on a combination of small farming, crafts,
contracting and dope-growing. In the
cities, some co-operatives exist eg Te
Whanau Trust in Christchurch that runs

two  stores, gardens, workshops,
community activities.
3 Protest Movements eg Anti-

Springbok Tour, anti-Nuclear warship,

YOU CAN'T IGNORE INDUSTRY!

society not rushing off to rural Wales (or
elsewhere) to start a commune which the
state will tolerate if it doesn’t threaten
the Status quo. The trouble with- com-
munal living as an end in itself is that it
can sometimes lead to an abdication from
the struggle to transform society as a
whole. As a further contribution to this
debate I’d like to quote a passage from an
article by A O in ‘Solidarity’ vol 7 no 2:

‘The values which dominate society
at large will gradually assert themselves
over the values of any ‘sub society’
within it. This process may take a few
years or one or more generations but
the outcome is almost certain. The ‘ex-
ample effect’ of such a sub society is
no substitute for revolutionary politics
aimed at transforming society as a
whole.

A do-your-own-thing type of sub soc-
iety is not a threat to the values which
dominate society. The likelihood of
the values of such a sub society ever
becoming mass values is negligible.
Modern society will tolerate such ‘mon-
asteries’ in the knowledge that it will
be able to cope with or assimilate their
dissent at a later stage. Those who get
off the bus are less of a problem than
those who want to drive it themselves.
Dedication to a social ideal and at-
tempts to implement it in one’s per-
sonal life are insufficient fo transform

the values which dominate society.

While revolutionaries must strive for a

lifestyle and for organisational forms

that prefigure those of a free society,
they must also be aware of the fact
that in a class dominated society, com-
plete emancipation is impossible.
Communal living may help to alleviate
some individual problems in bourgeois
society. But is is often inward-looking
and the cost is usually the renunciation
of any attempt to tackle the problems
of society at large. Social change de-
mands mass understanding and mass

participation. Islands of freedom in a

sea of non-freedom will sooner or

later be swamped.’

Remember, no ruling class in history
has relinquished its power without a strug-
gle. I don’t think many politicians, bur-
eaucrats, businessmen, police chiefs, ete,
will be quaking in their boots at the
thought of people going to live in a com-
mune/mass squat. But, what will frighten
them is the conscious, autonomous action
of the vast majority of people knowing
what they want (abolition of hierarchy,
self managed society etc) and prepared to
struggle for it.

The US counter culture of the 60’s
could be tolerated. It didn’t threaten class
society. A mass movement like Solidarity
potentially challenged the Polish ruling
class, their control of the means of pro-



















































