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TUESDAY 26th Oct, turned out to be a
confusing but enjoyable day. At Wells St
Magistrates Court 14 of the Oxford St 48
were up to face charges of threatening be-
haviour or obstruction. Waiting outside
the court room was a bit nerve-racking,
as the entire force of SPG Unit 4 had turned
up to give ‘evidence’ir the cases. For some
of us the last meeting with these ‘officers’
had not been exactly amicable. If looks
could kill casualties on both sides would
have been extensive. However, for once
being busted by the SPG turned out to be
an advantage. What with a large demonstra-
tion by Scottish mine, rail and steelwor-
kers taking place that day and a large con-
tingent of Greenham Common Peace
Campers due up at Marylebone the Yard’s
finest were urgently required elsewhere.
This led to an intense round of pleabar-
gaining, the smell of deals being made
everywhere. The basic offer was this; agree
to be bound-over to be of good behaviour
(An archaic provision of English Law where
even if you are not guilty you can receive
a form of suspended sentence enforcable
if you offend again within a year. In one
case last year two prosecution witnesses
were ‘bound-over’ by a magistrate) and
the prosecution would offer no evidence
and the charges would be dismissed. 10 of
the defendants accepted the offer, in some
cases quite rightly as the possibility of
conviction and large sentences were high.
Four defendants refused and demanded
to be proved totally innocent. This meant
that a large group of SPG still had to stay
behind as witnesses, defeating the prose-
cution’s purpose of getting the whole thing
over with quickly.

Eventually the 19 accepting the deal
were brought into court, given a lecture
by the woman magistrate and had their
charges dismissed but given the ‘bind-
overs’.

The first full case began. This concerned
an elderly gentleman. He was accused of
obstructing an officer making an arrest.
The prosecution seemed a bit reluctant to
go ahead with the case and promptly ex-
plained why. The man, a doctor, turned
out to be an expert on Police/community
relations who had even lectured at the
Police College at Bramshill! Obviously the
arrest was a tragic mistake, the doctor
was a man of impeccable character, rightly
concerned with what he saw happening,

blah, blah, biah. . . Case dismissed and he
even got £50 costs against the Police.

The next caseconcerned a more cbvious
‘marcher’, as far as the police were con-
cerned. Up trots a cop, Baldwin by name,
moron by nature who proceeds to give
‘evidence’. Nothing much different from
the usual run of evidence given so far in
these cases. A catalogue of horror, fear,
dastardly behaviour, ruin of society, etc
ete.

On hearing this evidence the magistrate
was concerned. If all the others had not
had evidence offered against them why
was this young man having a full case
heard? The prosecution stuttered and
hummed, finally revealing that the deal
had been offered but refused, what could
he do? The magistrate asked the defendant
to explain. In a calm, determined manner
he replied that as he was innocent he
wanted it proved in court on the evidence
and that he considered accepting the deal
as a form of admission of guilt. This state-
ment had an obvious effect on the magi-
strate. The next cop staried off getiing
caught out in a lie. He said he had made
notes about the arrest with the first officer
at the same time. However the first cop
had said he made the notes alone, the se-
cond cop, Hugh Jones, 1170 C.O., had
only looked them over and signed them
later. Much embarrassment on the prose-
cutor’s face. Trying to brush it off as a
‘technicality’. The cop was told to give
evidence without reference to notes but
admitted he had just read them before
the case started. Naturally his ‘evidence’
was identical to the first cop’s. Following
the defence case, ably put with good wit-
nesses who resisted the prosecution’s at-
tempts to manufacture an ‘anarchist’ plot
(whenever the evidence gets thin, the po-
lice case dodgy up pops the ‘anarchist’
dimension) the magistrate didn’t waste
any time, case dismissed.

The next case was a weird one. It in-
volved a Labour Party member, a teacher
from Sheffield, who had been arresied
while intervening in a struggle between a
cop and several marchers. The cop had
been arresting one person, and several
others were going to his aid. The teacher
intervened to ‘prevent more violence’ but
got himself busted instead. Whilst having
no sympathy with those who aid the police
in arresting comrades the irony of the situ-
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ation was not lost on us, so when the case
was dismissed we were quite pleased for
him. The last case, involving a Peace News
reporter arrested for obstruction was ad-
journed o January through lack of time.

So, with only a few cases o go, the
Oxford St 48 are doing well. It would be
wrong fo end without reflecting upon the
awareness of magistrates concerning pre-
sent day society. In keeping with the tra-
dition established by a previous magistrate
handling °48’ cases, this one had us laugh-
ing with her comments. On being told
that a lot of young people wore black at
‘pop conceris’ she said ‘Black’s a funny
colour to wear. . . I thought they liked
bright colours. . . psychedelic. . .I thought
that was “with it”.” The best line however
was ‘If you want to preserve democracy. . .
you must have good manners while demon-
strating, mustn’t you?’

BRIQUE LEFLIC
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THE RULING GASTE Reports

HERE is a mental exercise for you.
Imagine a society with apparent inequali-
ties. Apply a series of measures which will
further penalise those at the bottom.
Adopt an official ideology based on com-
petition and acquired privilege. Would
this be a stable system?

If you answered ‘yes’ go back to ‘go’
(we offer no £200). If you answered ‘no’,
how would you prevent collapse? Here
are some suggestions. Try an incentive
scheme. ‘You have already won a prize.
You are eligible to enter our grand draw.’
Your prize turns out to be a booklet of
quotations from Dickens, but it is a prize,
and somebody WINS. Deck it out with
tinsel. Provide a few distractions, royal
romance, royal naughtiness, Star Wars
on TV. (How reassuring, there’s a secret
force underlying everything, tapped by an
elite conspiracy for our benefit.) Even
better, Star Wars over the South Atlantic.

There might still be some problems.
The conventional answer is to appoint a
series of monitors, prefects or whatever.
Give them a few privileges, extra rations,
a bit of status, a nice uniform.

In the last three and a half years the
police have had the following pay rises,
early 1979: 40%, late 1979: 13.5%,
1980: 21.3%, 1981: 13.2%, 1982: 10.3%
(with a bit of fudging on pensions). Plus a
rent subsidy or free house, estimated to
be worth around £2,000. Overtime is
available. Money is also available for new
equipment.

A problem for rulers who create elite
guards is that they.become power brokers.
The Praetorian Guards were a classical
example. The Mamelukes in Egypt ac-
tually became the ruling caste. The police
in this country have been becoming more
stridently involved in public life. Chief
Constables have made blatant political
demands, on their path to careers selling
tyres or memoirs (£120,000 seems to be
the going rate, supplements the £24,000
index linked pension). Or how about a
lectureship and Liberal candidateship? At
a less exalted level, a job with a security
firm.

Now, to add insult to injury, its in-
gratitude that really hurts, members of
the Police Federation have heckled the
Home Secretary and their new Metropoli--
tan Commissioner. Commendable indeed,
but not quite the thing in context. Other
parts of the judicial establishment also
feel this new confidence and go in for a
bit of muscle flexing. Overcrowded pri-
sons are becoming an embarrassment,
please cut sentences was the plea —
totally ignored, according to the new
criminal statistics.

This is not to claim that there is a coup
brewing in the Police Federation (though

guesses could be made about which side
would be taken in any confrontation).
The point is that if you set people up in
privileged positions they develop a taste
for it. They start to feel that their opin-
ion is important, as a right. If these
people also happen to be paramilitary
phalanxes the implications are obvious.
In times of social unrest, there is an
attempt to clamp down, to bury the dis-
turbance, or; finally, just to keep the bas-
tards in order. The police have been
chosen to illustrate this because they
happen to be the Front Line.

Criticism of the police can be unpopu-
lar, not least with the police themselves.
It is sometimes suggested that the only
motive for such criticism is to discredit
the police. To stir anarchy and chaos.
Damn right. DP

Wales

WELSH CONSPIRACY TRIAL

FOLLOWING our article in FREEDOM
on the 11th September (Vol 43 No 18)
concerning the arrest of 6 Welsh republi-
cans in connection with explosives
charges, one of the accused, Dafydd
Burns, has been released after the charge
against him was dropped. Charged with
intent to cause an explosion at an Army
recruitment office in Pontypridd, there
was insufficient evidence to proceed with
the case against him. He had been on re-
mand for the past 12 weeks.

Another defendant, Adrian Stone, was
granted bail when the major charge
against him was dropped, that is, a charge
of intent to cause an explosion at British
Steel headquarters in Cardiff. But two
other charges still remain, one of possess-
ion of explosive substances and one of
conspiracy to damage property. From the
past experience provided by the Persons
Unknown trial we know what tenuous
evidence these can turn out to be based
upon.

A protest demonstration was held out-
side Cardiff Magistrates Court where the
hearings were taking place in an attempt
to publicise the fact that these are politi-
cal trials based on the infamous conspira-
cy laws. Banners called for the release of
all the defendants some of whom have
been held in custody for up to 23 weeks
without trial.

Dafydd Ladd (also one of the Persons
Unknown defendants) appeared and was
remanded in custody accused of two ex-
plosives charges and two of using a false
name,

The others are charged with conspiracy
to damage property and intent to cause
explosions. It’s the same old routine. The
establishment may never learn, but they
are still very dangerous.

Committal proceedings for the charges
will go ahead on November 18t .

Greece

Taken from Mescaleros Vol 1 No 2.

FIVE well known comrades from Athens
were charged with violence against the
authorities, theft, assault etc. The charges

‘stemmed from an incident at Athens

University in January 1982. During an
anarchist meeting there, following the
repression of anarchos squatters in



Athens, Thessalonika and Heraklion,
Crete, an agent provacateur was discover-
ed in the crowd. He tried to escape,
threatening those around him with a long
knife. He was disarmed after a short
struggle. Upon questioning he claimed
that he was a petty thief that the police
were using to infiltrate the meeting and
to spy on the movements of the anarchos/
autonomists in Athens, as well as to pro-
voke confrontations by smashing shop
windows etc during demonstrations. He
carried an ID card that named him as
Agelos Dimtropoulos, jobless. Those who
caught him made him sign a document
saying ‘I am a cop and a heroin dealer’.
Then they photographed him for the
next day’s papers whilst he held his knife.
After a beating he was thrown out of the
building.

Soon after this the building was sur-
rounded by hundreds of uniformed and
plain clothes police. It was assumed that
they would attempt to storm the building.
However after about three hours they
left.

It was later discovered that the agent
provocateur was not just a poor petty
thief but an undercover policeman,
Agelos Karpis, using false papers. In other
words the police themselves had ‘broken
the law’ by infringing the inviolability of
the university and forgery.

Now after 10 months five comrades are
being charged with this action. To top it
all the five people ‘named’ by this under-
cover agent were not even in the meeting
at the time.

THREE prisoners in Alikarnasos prison,
Kornelios Louloudis, Michalis Kanetos
and F Anagnostopoulos are on hunger/
thirst strike. They have reported a num-
ber of violent and high-handed acts
against them by the prison authorities:

1. A prisoner’s complaint against his
torturers has ‘disappeared’.

2. Forced haircuts, during which the
guards used violence.

3. Thousands of fascist/sexist books are
in the prison library but there is a total
prohibition of all ‘political’ issues re-
ceived from outside friends.

4. The assistant commissioner of the
prison said on October 2nd: ‘maybe the
Greek constitution says that you are
human beings, but our prison law is
above it’.

5. It was said to prisoners that ‘this
prison is a special one and so it has
special laws and regulations, those of
the King (...) and of Papadoulos’. (Greek
dictator 1967 — 73).

6. Against all regulations they are lock-
ed in their cells 24 hours a day without
water and toilet.
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THE Greek edition of W Pawell’s book
The Anarchist Cookbook has been seized
by the police and the Athens District
Attorney is prosecuting its translator and
editor G Karabellas with printing material
likely to spread hard-drugs use, terrorist
actions, manufacture of explosives etc.

This book, in its original American
edition, was in 1978 the main evidence
against Phillipos and Sophia Kyritses who
were subsequently sentenced to 8 and 5
years imprisonment respectively.

Greek anarchists find it very suspicious
that this book has been published in
Greek during this particularly difficult
period for anti authoritarians in Greece,
when the confusion and distortion of
anarchist ideas is more widespread than
ever. Some comrades calling themselves
‘Greek Initiative for an Anarchist Federa-
tion’ have sent a leaflet to newspapers
and magazines describing the book as
‘fascist and provocative’. In their leaflet
they write: ‘Seeing all the bad results
that this book caused a decade ago in its
native country — the US, we can under-
stand in advance what this shameful,
anti-anarchist, fascist and clearly provoca-
tive book will cause in the Greek situa-
tion. Here the confusion, the ignorance
and the misunderstanding about what the
fuck anarchism means can make us sure
that some anarchoid youths hoping to
become “men” and “heroes” will find
their clumsy bombs blowing up in their
own hands or will shoot heroin (plentiful
in Greece) into their body with the hope
that in this way they will be “revolu-
tionaries™ ...’
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Italy

THINKING AND LIVING ANARCHY

Conference on Errico Malatesta on the
50th Anniversary of his death.
Milan 24 — 25 — 26 September 1982.

HUNDREDS of people took part in the
conference on Errico Malatesta, organised
by the ’Centro Studi Libertari ‘Pinelli’.
There were militants and anarchist sym-
pathisers from all over Italy and also
from abroad (Switzerland, France, Spain,
Portugal, USA etc.) But above all, an
unusual and positive aspect, many people
not normally ‘involved’. Thanks also to
the mass-media coverage received. They
didn’t ignore the event, contrary to what
usually happens to activities including
cultural ones organised by anarchists.

Amongst the comrades present, some
old ones; we remember the nonogenarian
Maria Rossi (widow of Carlo Molaschi)
who fought in the 1936 Spanish Revolu-
tion as did Vindice Rabitti, some from
abroad like Domenico Girelli (from Paris)
and gentile Merli (Geneva). This last one
took part in the commemoration of the
fiftieth anniversary of the historic con-
gress sixty years ago, together with Errico
Malatesta. On that occasion, Malatesta,
escaping from the tight police controls,
managed to go abroad for the last time.

In the foyer the conference ran a book-
shop service for the full three days, man-
aged by Editrice A and Utopia Bookshop,
alongside which were the tables of many
small groups and comrades who’d
brought their own editorial material.
Very much appreciated was the photo-
graphic exhibition and the biographical
slide show run by the Milanese comrades
of Pointa, both centred on the extremely
adventurous life of Malatesta.

Briefly, the 30 or so speeches and lec-
tures were well received and led to lively
debate.

On the Sunday afternoon a film was
shown from the archives of the Gobetti
Institute of Turin, during which could

be seen a piece of abut one minute shot
continued on page 4
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Doing what it’s intended for. N
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