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QUEBEC-A GENERAL STRIKE?

AFTER six years of being lulled and
bullied by the promises of a nationalist
government (the Parti Quebecois) the
workers of Quebec are planning a ‘general
unlimited strike until (they) get what
(they) want’. In reply to the possibility
that they will be legislated against, as
they were on November 10th when
200,000 workers struck for 24 hours, an
official of the industrial (bureaucratic)
syndicalist union — the CSN (Confedera-
tion of National Trade Unions) said that
the government ‘... was illegal ... and
‘we make no distinction between illegal
and legal. We have a battle to do.’

These words and actions are the strong-
est since the mobilisations of 1971 — 72
when strikes and local group pressures led
to occupations of towns, radio-stations
and factories. The present reasons for
militancy are common: the loss of earn-
ing power, jobs, health services; govern-
ment legislations and the slack, deflated,
production industry. Some examples
would include:

1. Unilateral Parti Quebecois (PQ) legis-
lation reducing all public and para-public

employees’ salaries by 18.5% for the first
three months of 1983.

2. Regular legislation against strikes.

3. No work: 2 months of work a year for
some construction workers; when 400
jobs became available at a General Elec-
tric plant, 8,000 applications were re-
ceived; real unemployment reaching 20%.
4. While 22,000 wait on Montreal’s hospi-
tal lists, beds and sections of health care
are cut.

5. Reduction of dole rights and buying
power.

While Quebec’s Prime Minister, Rene
Levegue states that the ‘problem is in-
curable’ unions continue active organi-
sation with community and pressure
groups (‘Le Summit Populaire’) as well
as strike actions. The ‘Common Front’,
an intersyndicalist body which coordi-
nates the major unions of Quebec, has
been reactivated. This includes the Que-
bec Federation of Labour (FTQ) which
has 275,000 members, the Teachers’
Central (CEQ) with 80,000 members and
the CSM with 200,000 members; together
comprising about 80% of unionised la-

bour. All three had been known for mili-
tant and wildcat strike activity before the
carrot of the PQ’s corporatist strategy en-
trapped the union officials as well as
many good, active, militant workers.
Although the idea of the unlimited
strike first included only the public-
parapublic sector, now transport, commu-
nications and industrial sectors are con-
sidering joining. Montreal’s 2,200 trans-
port workers have already joined and
other sectors votes are being planned be-
fore and after the 30th November gene-
ral strike starting date. To date the highly
favourable pro-strike votes clearly indi-
cate that Quebecois who considered the
PQ ‘their government’ and a reason to
hold back on their own demands are no
longer enchanted with these myths. Now,
hopefully, the Quebec labourers can re-
turn to a mobilisation and organisation
based on the intersyndical theory of ‘we
have only ourselves to depend on’, as was
the case before the PQ, and can continue
to directly regain ground inside and out-
side the work place.
NIEMAN STERCUS

FREEDOM party — Saturday 18th
December, in the bookshop from
Ipm onwards. Everybody invited!

ANGEL ALLEY

OVER the past few years changing the format of FREEDOM has often been a topic
of discussion amongst the editorial collective. At the end of last year we somewhat
rashly promised an imminent change. This year we promise yet again that, starting
with the first issue of the new year (January 15th), FREEDOM will be looking
different. It will be produced as an eight page A3 size (twice the current size) news-
paper. The banner, typeface and layout will all be changing. The amount of mater-
ial it contains will be exactly the same as at present. This brings us to the question
of contributions from our readers. FREEDOM relies very heavily on unsolicited
articles. As the paper has no paid workers, no ‘reporters’ as such, and can only pro-
duce just so much, we need outsiders to contribute. We often find ourselves criti-
cised for not writing about, or reporting on, various issues, but again we feel that it’
is up to those involved in various struggles or interested in certain aspects of anar-
chism that the collective may not write about to inform us as to what is happening.

FREEDOM is very much a product of its readers, even if the editorial collective
does try to provide some sort of a lead; it is also a forum for anarchist ideas. Hope-
fully the new year, and new format, will also bring out some new ideas. FREEDOM
always welcomes comment and criticism so please inform us as to your reactions to
the new look paper and, again, please send in your contributions.

EDS
PS Cne thing that remains as before is the cover price which we hope to hold down

to 30p for 1983. Subscriptions, however, have gone up due to the increased postage
costs that we have incurred. (See contacts page for rates.)




THE release of Vladimir Bukovsky came
suddenly at the end of 1976. Just con-
ceivably, it could have indicated a more
relaxed approach to its non-conforming
citizens. Actually, the habitual repression
of the USSR has increased in brutality
and widened in scope: at the same time
Western support for Soviet dissenters has
steadily decreased, at all levels.

The final crushing of the Helsinki Moni-
toring Group has seemingly failed to elicit
a single protest at British ministerial level;
the hounding down and psychiatric de-
tention of members of the SMOT move-
ment has failed to gain the slightest inter-
est from trade-unionists in Britain —even
in the case of the physicist (and SMOT
member), Valery Senderov, recently dis-
missed from the school where he taught
and now arrested by the KGB, the mug-
ging of Andrei Sakharov by the Soviet
secret police has passed unnoticed in the
British Press — usually so alert in the
matter of ‘street muggings by thugs’, etc.

Victims of the notorious Article 70,
for example, Vyacheslav Chornovil, hav-
ing survived his eight years of labour
camp and Siberian exile, now find them-
selves charged not, with anti-Soviet agita-
tion, but with — rape! Or, as a variation,
‘attempted rape’.

The discreet silence of British official-
dom, Press and media, is a reminder of a
similar silence during the six years’ cam-
paign for Bukovsky’s freedom. And this
silence remains unbroken in such cases as
that of Dr Semyon Gluzman, the Jewish
doctor, now doing forced labour (as an
unpaid ganger) on the Siberian pipeline.
Further examples are available from Am-
nesty International, or from News Brief,
printed in Munich.

There are already signs that President
Reagan is withdrawing his objections to
European participation in the pipeline,
thus removing the only constraint on full

Anglo-Soviet trade co-operation. What
could MPs do about this? To begin with,
they could check up and confirm the ex-
tent to which innocent people have been
sacrificed to the behests of East-West
trading deals. Then, if they are interested
in supporting a genuine peace movement
that is in danger of being eliminated by
the politbureau, they could make contact
with the Independent Peace Group in
Moscow — whose programme of action is
‘aimed at improving trust between the
peoples of the USA and the USSR’ and
who cite nine practical ways of doing so.
To make contact with this Group, as
urged by Vladimir Bukovsky himself *
might set in motion an entirely new and
promising initiative for a lasting peace,
not a temporary pact pending trade
manoeuvres.

Finally, here is part of a statement by
Valery Senderov, (mentioned above)
which he issued, in anticipation of his
arrest:

I made no attempt to emigrate be-
cause I did not want to abandon my
motherland to the excesses of these
Soviet aggressors. But I am not bound
in any way to their State, to their
empire of lies and violence ... even
less do I intend to take. part in their
political investigations Whether
they pin something on me which is
false, or whether I break through the
blinkered Soviet justice, is not the
question — neither for me, nor for the
prosecution. The instructions of the
prosecution are not to find out the
truth but to punish. Then let them
punish me. I am not the first and will
riot be the last.

* Newsletter No 23, published by Help
and Action Committee, Hericy, France.
DM

on behalf of Chornovil Committee

VYACHESLAV CHORNOVIL

SOMETIMES, a quirk of circumstance
leads to a personal contact being formed
between two people on opposite sides of
what used to be called the iron curtain.
The present writer has never actually
met his friend from Lvov, but has an
intimate knowledge of the facts of the
case through Chorovil’s friends and close
relatives, and by correspondence.

Vyacheslav Chornovil finished his edu-
cation at Kiev University, passing out
with honours in the Philological Faculty.
From 1960 to May 1963 he was working
at the Lvov television studios, attaining
the rank of Senior Director of the Youth
programme. Later, he became Editor of
the Ukrainian Komsomol Central Com-
mittee’s newspaper. But by 1967 his
book, known in English as the Chornovil
Papers, had been published in France and
America. This book was critical of the
conduct of the trials of various Ukrainian
writers, against whom Chornovil had re-
fused to testify. It earned him a three
year sentence in a labour camp for ‘anti-
Soviet propaganda’ and was the beginning
of KGB persecution that continues to
this day.

The next sentence he received was in
1972. This time it was six years in a strict
regime labour camp, followed by three
years exile. From the Siberian Yakutsk
labour:camp, he formally renounced his
(compulsory) Soviet citizenship, declaring
that at the end of his nine years sentence,
‘there is no guarantee that the KGB will
not fabricate another ‘“case’ ’. That is pre-
cisely what they did: in March 1980 he
was arrested. He duly received, on June
6th of the same year, a sentence of five
years in a strict labour camp. He then
began a hunger-strike; and it was during
this time that he wrote the article (print-
ed in the Sunday Times) ‘Why I envy
Bobby Sands’.

His wife and many of his friends suc-
ceeded in persuading him to abandon his
hunger-strike but his health, never robust,
now deteriorated rapidly. He was trans-
ferred from the Yakutsk labour camp,
not in order to save his life, but for ‘re-
education’ in Kiev. In reality, this was
done deliberately, part of the KGB’s
tactic to obtain a recantation — by using
his wife’s presence in Kiev as a kind of
bribe — a false promise to shorten his
sentence. This cruel game did not suc-
ceed and Chornovil was sent back to the
terrible conditions in the Yakutsk camp,
where he is presumably still surviving.

There - are undoubtedly many other
cases as horrible as Chornovil’s. It is very
difficult to imagine any worse.

DM
on behalf of Chornovil Committee

[Thanks are due to the Index Briefing
Paper, Amnesty International Briefing
and to the Committee to Protect Journa-
lists (USA)]



Reports

NUCLEAR FOLLIES

WE are assured that nuclear power is sub-
jected to extensive safety checks. Sugges-
tions of risk from human error are merely
alarmism. Similarly, a nuclear war cannot
start accidentally. We were encouraged to
" report last issue that a Pershing II missile
had achieved a flight of 60 miles. Now,
from the press since; a B52 bomber,
which forms part of the US nuclear force,
exploded shortly after landing in Califor-
nia. A spokesman would neither confirm
nor deny whether nuclear arms were a-
board. A flatbed rig loaded with 18 Navy
missiles ran off a highway, also in Califor-
nia, hit a pole and overturned. The engine
of a new MX intercontinental missile ex-
ploded under test in Texas. The test bed
is ‘out of action for some time’. Mean-
while, back with the Pershing II; it has
now emerged that the 60 mile flight
wasn’t quite as triumphant as first
thought. It missed. Apparently, there was
a loss of hydraulie pressure. Nice homely

touch that, could happen to anybody’s
car. What is slightly disturbing is the
official quote, ‘we know a lot more about
hydraulics than we do about high techno-
logy electronics’. Most of the inside of
the missile is microchips. In addition, the
radar system has shown itself to be vul-
nerable to rain and snow. Should help
with targetting in the USSR. Still, its not
to be deployed in Europe until 1983.
Plenty of time to iron out a few bugs.

A SILENCE

LAST month a small item appeared in
some British newspapers describing the
death of a young ‘punk’. He had blown
himself up whilst attempting to plant a
bomb outside a New Zealand courthouse.
We now have more information about
this incident. On November 18th Neil Ian
Roberts, 22, had taken a device consisting
of 40 sticks of gelignite to the main law-
enforcement computer centre at Wanga-
nui with the intention, as he told a friend,
of making the Prime Minister ‘think a
little bit for an afternoon’. As he ap-
proached the main doors to the building
the bomb exploded. He was Kkilled in-
stantly and could only be identified by a
fingerprint. A state officer announced

FREEDOM 3

that even if the centre, which holds all
police, justice dept and ministry of trans-
port records, had been destroyed, there
were back-up systems to take over in a
matter of days. Near to the site of Neil’s
death was found some freshly applied
graffiti. It read ‘We have maintained a
silence closely resembling stupidity’.
Neil raised a voice against that silence.
For further info contact:

Blackmail

P O Box 13165

Christchurch

New Zealand.

NOEL FREE

ROGER NOEL is free. His case was sepa-
rated from those of the other six Polish
comrades and he was sentenced to three
years in prison. Under a Polish law this
sentence was transferred to a fine of
$10,000. A comrade in Belgium borrow-
ed the money from a bank and Roger was
deported. A press campaign was able to
reimburse the money. On his release
Roger said, ‘We must still await the trial
for the six other comrades arrested with
me for the radio programme, and the
other 5,000 trade unionists still in gaol.

In briet

WE finally took over the Guardian last
Tuesday. Anarchy was discussed con-
structively all over the paper. Two
letters countered the wusual journalis-
tic misuse of the word and presented
good arguments. Half the centre page
was taken by the ‘unemployed anarchy
show’, a sympathetic account of a self
managing centre in Sunderland.

A YOUNG man has been arrested in Nice
after threatening to hand out 30,000 leaf-
lets announcing the impending destruc-
tion of the town and the end of the world
by divine will.

THE United Nations has just paid off
its mortgage. It was based on an interest
free $ 65 million loan made by the USA
34 years ago.

A FRENCH court has upheld the firing of
an accounts clerk for not wearing a bra.
‘Modern ftrends allow women to bare
their breasts on the beach but this tole-
rance does not extend to the workplace
except in the case of cabaret artists.’

MORE encouraging trends; the police
want to get over their image as being, well
sometimes showing some lack of under-
standing with racial/ethnic minorities. We
shall draw a veil over the unfortunate
events at Hendon. Now the Home Office
has published a report based on a survey
of West Yorkshire police. This contains
all sorts of optimistic stuff. ‘Another
young constable described how a young
West Indian had simply come up to him
and said he was unemployed and what
could he do. The officer could do nothing
practical but he did have a long conversa-
tion and they parted on friendly terms.’

THE main Christian denominations are
expected to decline by 400,000 members
by 1985. They lost 1,000,000 between
1970 and 1980. This new fall would leave
them with 16% of the population. Some
smaller groups have expanded. Non-
christian groups make up 2.6% of the
adult population.

THE Maltese government has approved a
law banning the dismissal of employees
without the consent of the Director of
Labour.

GRAND sounding charges in Turkey. 28
members of the textile workers union
‘attempting to establish a Marxist-Leninist
working class dictatorship’. A reporter
and editor ‘printing unsubstantiated re-
ports which excited and alarmed the
population’.

‘INACCURACY is a way of life in this
place’, Speaker of the House of Commons.

WILPCAT |

All these spies/s The U.K.
government must have
no secrets atall from

the U.S.S.R.government.
N

)

( But 3s long as

1 ordinary people don't
find out what’s going
on, there's no serious
threat to gursecurity.











































