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THE last but one year before 1984 has
beer a pretty bad time for most people in
mos. countries, including this one. The
so-caled recession has become a full-scale
world depression, like the one half a cen-
tury ago, and it seems to be widening and
deepening with no sign of relief and no
hope of control. Was and revolutions þare
up and smoulder on destructively. Curren-
cies and commodities jerk up and down
nervously. Some countries are on the verge
of national bankruptcy, being unable to
repay their huge loans or even to pay their
interest. In Britain there are new records
in bankruptcies and liquidations among
companies, and in unemployment and
homeiessness among individuals. Once
more We are becoming two nations ð-ð those
who have a job and a house, and those
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who donôt. In the 1930s, the cure seemed
to be a choice between Fascism and Com-
munism at the extremes and a Keynesian
New Deal or Welfare State in the middle,
and it turned out to be a world war in the
end. In the 1980s, no such choice seems
avail-able and no such cure is possible.

Yet the British population is strangely
quiet. The two large political parties are
both being polarised between their extre-
mists and moderates, but the centre par-
ties are still failing to pick up the moder-
ates. The old fringe parties have nothing

the presence they once had, and the
new ones ð sueh as the Ecology Party
and the Libertarian Alliance ~ð-are scarcely
visibie. Margaret Thatcher still looks almost
certain to win the General Election during
the coming year.
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Meanwhile the victims of the system -
the old and the young, the unemployed
and the homeless, the underpaid and under
valued ðare almost ominously calm. After
the urban riots of 1981, the only outlet
in 1982 was the Falklands War, a farce
which nearly became a tragedy and which
may yet become a scandal. There were
plenty of strikes, but most of them were
thoroughly and almost casually defeated,
not so much by the strength of the em-
ployers or the authorities but by the weak-
ness of the workers and the unions at a
time when unemployment is officially
between 3 and 4 million and unofficially
between 4 and 5 million. Resistance is
low.

continued on page 2
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RESIST

Only one form of resistance has clearly
grown during 1982 ðð the resistance to
nuclear weapons and nuclear alliances.
After the largest conventional demonstra-
tion for nuclear disarmament in London
on 6 June, there have now been the largest
symbolic demonstration at a nuclear base
on 12 December and the largest direct
action demonstration at a nuclear base on
13 December. Greenham Common, the
proposed site for American Cruise missiles
next year, has entered the vocabulary of
politics as Aldermaston did 25 years ago.
It has attracted political and sexual smears
from the hard right, ideological patronage
from the hard left, and cosy sympathy
from the soft centre. It is the subject of
serious articles and topical cartoons in the
posh papers, and the peace camp is be-
coming a potent myth.

There has been some controversy about
the exclusion of men from an active part
in the December demonstrations, both
within the nuclear disarmament movement
and in the press (including FREEDOM,
11 December), but there is no doubt that,
whatever objections there may be in the-
ory, the women-only demonstrations
were justified in practice. On 12 December
the imaginative plan to óembrace the baseô
in the afternoon was fulfilled by a continu-
ous ring of women around the nine-mile
perimeter. The numbers were generally
exaggerated ðð being nearer 20,000 than
30,000 ðð but they were enormous by any
standards, far more than ever went to Al-
dermaston or the Holy Loch in the old
days. On 13 December the more conven-
tional plan to óclose the baseô from dawn
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to dusk was fulfilled for much of the time
by determined groups of women at ail the
gates. Again the numbers were unprece-
dented -- about 2,000 people present and
about 1,000 participating ð nearly twice
as many as the Committee of 100 ever
got to a nuclear base, and considerable
obstruction was caused, with hardly any
arrests.

The accelerating dynamic of protest at
Greenham Common becomes clear when
it is recalled that, only nine months ago,
about 10,000 people attended a Spring
Equinox Festival of Life on 21 March
and that about 200 people attempted a
direct action demonstration on 22 March.
It would be wrong to exaggerate the femi-
nist quality of the demonstrations. Women
have taken an important part in radical
politics for two centuries, ever since the
womenôs march from Paris to Versailles
on 5 October 1789 which turned the
French Revolution against the monarch.
Womenôs demonstrations began the insur-
rection of the Paris Commune on 18 March
1871 and the insurrection of the Russian
Revolution on 23 February 1917'. In the
anti-war movement women have always
taken an equal and often a leading part.
The Direct Action Committee, which
pioneered nuclear base demonstrations
from 1957 to 1960, was dominated by
women, and both CND and the Committee
of 100 had several female officials (just
as FREEDOM has had several female edi-
torsl).

It would also be wrong to exaggerate
the imaginatve quality of the demonstra-
tions. The East Angiian Committee of

100 had some similar ideas 20 years ago
ðð ploughing andiplanting Honington air-
craft base in October 1962,and auctioning
and claiming Marham aircraft base in May
1963. Similarly, there was a DAC peace
camp at Aldermaston from July to Sep-
tember 1958 (the subject of Pat Arrow-
smithôs novel Jericho), but it got little pub-
licity and nothing like the attention of
Greenham Common and the nine other
peace camps today.

But it would be hard to exaggerate the
human quality of the Greenham Common
demonstrations. The women-only rule
may have repelled some people who might
otherwise have gone,but it attracted many
more who would otherwise not have gone,
large numbers being very young and on
their first demonstration, and it also achi-
eved a remarkably happy atmosphere. As
a result the symbolic demonstration was
one of the most inspiring and encouraging
seen in 25 years, and the direct action
demonstration was one of the most im-
pressive and important in the whole his-
tory of the nuclear disarmament move-
ment. The organisation was minimal and
the support system was efficient, but
above all the spirit was both resolute and
joyful.

The problem, of course, is what to do
next. There is no point in merely repeating
this success, which was the great mistake
of CND, DAC and the Committee of 100
in the old days. And if support continues
to rise, so will opposition. The local autho-
rity has consistently been hostile and the
police have occasionally been impatient,
but the real techniques of repression have
scarcely been used. If there is any prospect
that direct action will seriously obstruct
the planned installation of Cruise missiles
next year, the organisers will be prosecuted
for conspiracy and incitement and the
demonstrators will be forced to choose
between accepting binding-over orders
and imprisonment.

The whole nuclear disarmament move-
ment, more or less coordinated by CND,
is planning even larger demonstrations
against Cruise at Greenham Common and
also against Trident on Clydeside next
Easter, and it will be interesting and inst-
ructive to see what happens. Massive de-
monstrations are also being organised in
Italy (especially at the proposed Cruise
base at Corniso) and in West Germany.
Meanwhile the next direct action at a nu-
clear base in Britain is on New Yearôs Eve
at Upper Heyford, the American F111
aircraft camp 12 miles north of Oxford.
There has been a peace camp there since
Easter, and there is to be a full day of
non-violent blockage of the gates from
dawn to dusk on Friday, 31 December.
(For information, telephone 0869 40321
or 0865 726441). This is an old-fashioned
demonstration, without the special appeal
of Greenham Common, and it is at a rather
awkward time and place, but it is impor-
tant to keep up the pressure and it deser-
ves support from everyone who can get
there.

Then comes 1983. óriiiiat about the rest
of societyó? Resistance must grow!



FREEDOM '2,
ó

ON the afternoon of Thursday 9th Dec-
ember, as the last issue of FREEDOM was
rolling off the presses, we had a visit from
a dozen plain clothes police. Most of them
were from Wakefield (West Yorkshire)
CID, along with a few from the Metro-
politan police, some of whom we recog-
nised from the Anti-Terrorist Squad visit
in April. They were led by one inspector
Harrington from Yorkshire and Detective
Inspector Seacombe from London. They
produced a warrant to search the premises,
the apparent aim being to try and discover
the original document (and envelope) from
the Angry Brigade resistance movement
that was reproduced in the FREEDOM of
27th November. This of course had long
since been thrown out with the rest of
the artwork and copy for that issue. We

have neither the space nor the desire to
ýle away the large amount of correspon-
dence we receive once itôs been dealt with.

However, they went on to search, with
a commendable lack of diligence, the en-
tire building þoor by floor. After asking
for the Editorial ýles and being shown
the Editorial Office þoor piled high with
(to them) irrelevant ephemera, their enthu-
siasm visibly wilted.

They took away with them several
items for examination ð copies of maga-
zines and books that were set on a type-
writer and poorly reproduced, no doubt
to compare the type with that of the com-
munique. They also took away the Ac-
counts Book and Orders file of the book-
shop, which of course contains nothing of
value to them in this investigation, but
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which they will no doubt find interesting
reading, and is somewhat inconvenient to
the person running the shop ð and an ad-
dress book some fifteen years old! These
have not yet been returned.

Down in Aldgate Press they did not
stop us working, but did inform us that
by printing and then destroying the letter
(and not reporting it to the police) we
could be charged under one of the sections
of one of their laws, and demanded that
we tell them the names of the Editors that
handled the document. They did not how-
ever push their threat of arrest when this
information was not forthcoming.

After some two hours they left, only
to return a few hours later. This time
there were only four of them. It being a
despatch night some of the Editors and
readers were in folding the paper. They
asked everyoneôs names and addresses and
interviewed the Editors responsible for
that issue who gave them short shrift in
reply to their questions, and left after so
some twenty minutes.

Just what they think they were going
to achieve by coming all the way down to
London to raid FREEDOM nobody knows.
It does show however that either they
have no leads at all and chose us as a soft
target or they are taking very seriously a
óbombô that we have heard reported as
nothing more than a large ýrework that
shattered two panes of glass.

No wonder, this is the same police force
that took 3 yrs to catch the óYorkshire
Ripperô after interviewing him twice, at
this rate itôll take them that long to sort
through rubbish bins and find the original
letter and envelope.

EDS
 

CORRECTION

A Misprint in the article on Chernyshevski
in the Review section makes the pl'ot of
his novel What is to be done? even more
confusing than it already is. The following
passage has been omitted between the bot-
tom of column 1 and the top of column
2 on page 14:

sanov,

Please note that the next issue of FREEDOM will be dated January l5th 1983
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Reports
THE local section of the Parti Commu-
niste Francais has distributed a pamphlet
in Clichy-sous-Bois, in the northern sub-
urbs of Paris, entitled óStop Immigrationô.
ó The arrival of a further 80 Turkish
families at the ñResidence La Forestiereò
here poses the urgent problem of the
concrete measures which must be taken
to deal with immigration into our coun-
try. This is a problem which the right.-
wing (RPR-UDF) has consistently failed
to face up to.

We have put forward realistic proposals
which take into account the unemploy-
ment rate amongst our workers and
which are aimed at stopping any further
immigration and at encouraging the re-
turn of immigrant families to their
country of origin. The overpopulation
here cannot be tolerated. The communists
of your town demand: Stop all further
immigration! ô . '

ANNIE CLIFTON, who is to marry Doug
Wakefield (see FREEDOMôs passim) has
sent us a letter giving us information on
the latest changes in his condition. Though
we have no space to print it in full, here
are the main points.

Good news this time, Doug is back in
óassociationô. This, however, happened
after Doug, in a fit of depression, attemp-
ted to commit suicide. For the last week
he has been on the Psychiatric Wing at
Parkhurst, together with other prisoners
for the ýrst time in five years.

Annie would like to thank all the peo-
ple whoôve been supporting Dougôs strug-
gle over the years: óThere is no doubt that
without the constant pressure from us
against the inhumanity of the penal system
Doug would still be in his concrete tombô.
He has been told that this is the beginning
of his óreintroduction into the usual prison
systemô. Normal visits are now on and no
more solitary. He can now start working
towards his parole which could come up
in four years time.
i i __e 1 I . _ 1 i

THE BKA (Bundeskriminalamt) in West
Germany already has an impressive
computer-based intelligence system, with
files on 2 million citizens. Up until
recently, the leading French Socialists
were great defenders of civil rights, of
the privacy of the individual etc, etc, and
were very concerned that the óCommis-
sion Nationale de Plnformatique et des
Libertesô should protect the French
people precisely against the kind of
massive police surveillance which is the
norm on the other side of the Rhine. And
yet it recently came to light that the
French powers-that-be have already
launched an information-gathering pro-
ject. The aim is a relatively conservative
60,000 computer ýles. 25,000 had al-
ready been compiled at the time of the
projectôs discovery. According to the law,
the plan should have been put before the
National Commission ð it hadnôt been.

The aim is supposed to be to counter
terrorism ð the base of the whole system
is the ópolitical violenceô programme,
which already comprises 2,000 names.
All potential terrorists, we are assured.

But the decision to start the whole
programme was taken in May ð before
the wave of violent attacks of the summer.
Surprise, surprise.

THIS is a communique from the Special
Anarchist Service. Comrades who have
billets in rural areas or small towns who
have no HQ and have become separated
and dispersed may contact us. We are
garrisoned in Leeds and so our theatre of
operations is Yorkshire. In liason with a
ýeld operative we could plan and execute
an event to re-unite these forces, in-
volving a caravan and bookstall. Inter-
action and networking will be priority
one. Our other resources ð CB radios,
printing, could be deployed in a local
struggle. Please communicate, as a matter
of urgency, directly with the address
below.

Box SAS
LOP
59 Cookridge St
Leeds 2

THE squatting movement in óLondon has
mainly concentrated on housing. Itself a
major task, it has left little time or energy
to engage in a wider field. Therefore it
was an exciting moment when we heard
that the massive Rainbow Theatre in North
London had been squatted with the pur-
pose of staging some free concerts. Alas it
proved impossible to keep the building.
After two days security guards and police
forcibly entered the building and ejected
the group. By the way, such action is il-
legal, but that is never a problem to the
law-makers and enforcers. The theatre
was resquatted only hours later but inde-
cision and lack of organization led to the
occupation collapsing.

The group CRASS had announced they
would be playing a free concert there on
Sat 18th Dec. Recently the group has had

great difficulty finding venues. However,
whilst attention was focussed on the
Rainbow, (perhaps deliberately?) the ZIG-
ZAG club in Notting Hill, West London
was taken. A former cinema, the building
had most recently been used as a club
staging punk bands at exorbitant prices.
The word þashed around the grapevine and
by noon on Sat, several hundred people
were in the building and the festival had
begun. The police tried to gain entry but
were refused and contented themselves
with standing about in pairs outside get-
ting cold.

Decorated with @ banners, the inside
of the building took on a festive air with
food and drink available. The task of
keeping the building clean, collecting em-
pty glasses and dishes etc, was done by
whoever saw them, an atmosphere of self-

Inbrief
THE authoritarian mind at work, from a
teetotal methodist minister, regretting
the expected decline in the number of
pubs. óProviding that public houses are
responsibly maintained, it is better for
young people to drink in such controlled
conditions rather than where there are no
controls at all except your own inclina-
tions. In the home, sometimes children
are exposed to observing the drinking
habit without any inhibition.ô

AN announcement by the official Roman-
ian news agency says that citizens planning
to emigrate must pay back in óhard cur-
rencyô much of what the State has spent
on them, including the cost of education.

THE Home Office estimates that about
4% of those entitled to vote are not on
electoral registers. This figure is based on
returns in the recent census and has in-
creased slightly since 1966. No figures are
available for how many people there ar
who are not entitled to vote but who have
managed to get onto the lists.

THE Turkish referendum has supported
the new constitution with a majority of
more than 91%, according to official fi-
gures.

THE Phillippines News Agency has re-
ported that the army has successfully ex-
ploded a bomb whose charge was entirely
made from coconut oil.

A CHINESE Air Force supervisor has
been jailed for 15 years for accepting
bribes from a factory. They were supposed
to be making aircraft parts but in fact
they could only produce electric plugs.
The Court commented óhis crime serious-
ly affected the combat training of
Chinese Air Force Units and their þying
safety.ô We are still trying to visualise the
air craft.

help prevailed. The bands played, some
good, some not so good , but all with enthu-
siasm. All through the evening people
came and went, no hassles at the door, just
a reminder not to trip over the chain se-
curing it! No heavies restricting your
movements, everyone wandered where
they pleased ð backstage, on the roof,
everywhere.

We left before CRASS played, having
to rely on London Transportôs óEarly to
Bed ôcos Londonôs Closed Policyô, but
were able to enjoy a good set by Poison
Girls. Everyone had a great time, no has-
sles, no bills. An example of how anarchy
in action is a possibility not an abstract
theory. Squat the world! Itôs ours anyway.

CHE CROBARRO

-if lnvu iii "ii J  






































