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What is PNS? -
PNS is a left-wing, non-sectarian news service' ,
with the aim of providing information that isè '
not readily available in the conventional press. -
He focus on issues not covered in the nationaló
papers, bringing out ignored or distorted details.
doing background pieces and researching into
national and international stories. He invite
other papers to reprint stories from PNS and
ask only that they credit us as a source. ó

Apart from the bulletin, PNS also provides
special services for community papers and the
alternative press. Ne index all the community
papers that we receive and this index is avail-
able on a separate subscription. (An index to
PNS itself is also available upon request for
the cost of postage.) Ne also provide, at a
slightly higher subscription rate, special
research services thereby, we hope, encourag-
ing people to investigate stories themselves
and helping to find out what they need to know
from our contacts in London, our file, libraries
and so on.

Why Only 12 Pages? '  
' I I

Unfortunately, we have had to reduce the
number of pages in this issue of PNS from 16
sto 12. The reason for this is that, while
the bulletin and the other functions of PNS
have been expanding, the number of people has
decreased. One has left the country and*
several members of the collective have taken
fu11ðtime jobs and have, as a result, less
time to devote to PNS. .

In order to cope with this situation
and to continue producing a fortnightly bull-
etin, we have decided to restructure PNS so
that more people can get involved - perhaps
to a lesser extent. Rather than relying on
the members of the collective to provide the
bulk of copy for each issue, we are encour-
aging a greater number of people to send in
news and Stories to PNS. This policy has
already got under way but we still need more
contributions to the bulletin. Ne partic-
ularly welcome contributions from people .
involved in specialised areas such as housing,

SUBSCRIBE
Subscription rates for left-wing groups and
individuals are Ã2.50 for 10 issues in Britain
and Ireland; Ã3.10 elsewhere.

Subscriptions for 50 issues are Ã12.00 in
Britain and Ireland; Ã15.00 elsewhere.

NAME . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

.ADDRESSi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

PNS is run by a small collective and nobody gets
paid for the work they do on the paper. we want
to make PNS larger and give our readers more,
but this is impossible unless we get more people
to help out. p

we particularly need correspondents outside
London, but anyone who can help with writing,
layout or distribution is encouraged to contact
us at Oxford House, Derbyshire St., London E.2.
Phone O1-739 4568. *

We are holding regular meetings at Oxford
House, which are open to anybody, on every
other Thursday at 6.30 (July 12. 26 and so on).
The deadline for material is Wednesday July 4.
A11 copy for issue 174 must reach us by then.

 

Articles bylined with (PNS/-) mean that the
Peoples News Service collective has edited or
rewritten them. Relponsibility for what is
said in the articles is that of the PNS coll-
ective unless otherwise stated.

health, social welfare, legal rights etc. for
which we have neither the time or the know- 0
ledge to cover adequately. .

we-also need correspondents from outside
London. If you feel you could contribute in
any way to PNS please ring us or write as soon
as possible. As soon as we have expanded the
number of people contributing to PNS we can
get back to producing a 16 page bulletin -
who knows, we may even be able to increase! _

Our Soufces

BV ð Bristol Voice
BSB ð Back Street Bugle (Oxford)
EEL - East End Link
DSP - Durham Street Press
RAP - Rochdale Alternative Paper
ALAI - Agence Latino Americaine D'Information
LNS - Liberation News Service (USA)

 

Subscriptions which include research facilities
and library facilities are Ã12.50 if you can
afford it, or a minimum of Ã7.50 a year.

Subscriptions for libraries and commercial
institutions are Ã10.00 a year.
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Please send me 10/20/30/40/50 issues of Peoples News Service.

I enclose . . . . . . . .. plus a donation of . . . . . ..

Cheques or postal orders should be made payable to "Peoples News Serviceñ
and sent to Oxford House, Derbyshire Street, London E2
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McNEE BARES HIS SOUL '
London (PNS Correspondent). Sir David McNee
always has right on his side. But when the
Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police spoke
at All Soul's Church, in central London last
week (June 18) he had righteousness gunning
for him to. He was speaking on óPolicing in
the Eightiesó, one of a series of lectures on
óCrime and the responsible community"organised
by the church,and his 300-strong audience
were mostly loyal church-goers. A significant
minority were there to criticise the ó
Commissioner, and a small group of anti-
Special Patrol Group demonstrators gave out
leaflets at the door.

McNee said that he was ñwholly devoted to
the service of Jesus Christ". and commented that
the police force was "the greatest social .
service there is". But Christ and social .
service notwithstanding, he re-affirmed his
call for tougher police powers. "All the  
necessary powers to deal effectively with
criminal behaviour must be clearly within the
law. Otherwise the law itself is brought into
disrepute", he said. He added that police
officers - for the sake of their integrity -
"should not have to carry out their duties
by stealth". .

But he took a stronger line on óSus'.
Although he acknowledged allegations that
Section 4 of the Vagrancy Act - uhder which
'Susó charges are brought - were having a _
detrimental effect on race relations. he said
society had the right to be protected against
people who loitered with intent of commiting
crimes. "No law operates perfect1y",he said.
"But it is satisfactory in the mainñ.

And he added that the reason that race is
such a contentious issue was because race
relations was "a fertile ground for extremists
on both sides who seek to make political
capital out of itñ. There's obviously a lot of
these extremists about. On the subject of
computers, for example, McNee said that their
only effect would be to make the Metropolitan
Police more efficient. And he regretted that
the issue of privacy and computers "had given
opportunities to some,hell-bent on creating a
new society they had yet to define". He didn't
explain what the opportunities were for.

His speech was overlong, and dotted with
religious (the man is a fan of St.Paul),
academic and official references in about
equal proportions. Things picked up a bit at
question time. One questioner, to modest
applause, commented that if Sir David had
read the ten commandments, his Special Patrol
Group was none too familiar with them, and
accused McNee of a cover-up over Blair Peach.
To somewhat greater applause, McNee naturally
denied that there had been a cover-up at all.

Another questioner, who lives near Brick
Lane (in the East End of London), asked why
the police had done so little about the gangs
of white youths who rampaged down Brick Lane
in 1977 - suggesting that a black gang could
not have done the same thing in a white area.
But McNee, sublimely ignoring the fact that I
less than twenty of the youths were ever
charged with anything, said that if they broke
the law they would be dealt with.

when politicians have raised questions,
they give off an air of"didn't I do well",
knowing that the audience is as aware as they
are that they have just evaded the question.
The frightening thing about McNee is that he
does not seem aware that he hasn't answered
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the question, just as he really believes that
if people behave themselves they won't get
into trouble, and the people who do get into
trouble are criminals or extremists - the
society needs to be protected against that
sort of person.
H. But he believes in his impartiality even
more strongly than the BBC believes in theirs.
"I should tell you" he told the audience last
Monday,"that I am apolitical.I have never
cast my vote.There is no political pressure
pressing me to do anythingèin London, but this
is the strength of the British police. we are
not a tool of governmentil And he believes
that as well.  

MORE ATS RAIDS
London (PNS Correspondent). The police are still
getting nowhere in their hunt for the killers of
Airey Neave but this has not prevented them from
continuing their harassment of the Irish Repub-
lican Socialist Party members resident in
England - as shown by the mounting of four simul-
taneous raids on the homes of members of the
London IRSP support group in the early morning of
Tuesday June 19. Each home was raided by a team
of nine Anti-Terrorist Squad (ATS) officers armed
with search warrants and dogs.

Most of those raided had just returned from
the IRSP Ard Fheis (national conference) in
Dublin and found the police already in their homes
as they got there. They were questioned for one to
two hours and in the case of the woman involved,
they pressed her on the sexual tendencies and
names of women active in the feminist movement and
in political activity around Ireland (see PNSl72).
Although it has been suggested that this is
because a woman did some of the intelligence I
work for the Airey Neave killing, the ATS had been
asking questions about feminists and Irish women
in Britain before Airey Neave died.

Only cursorysearchesof the places raided were
carried out in what appeared to be another effort
to put pressure on the IRSP members and tar them
with the brush of the Irish National Liberation
Army - when the police left one IRSP man, an
officer said, "We'll be seeing you again". when
leaving the flat of the woman who was raided
another officer said, "Same time, same place,
next weekñ.

One of those held in the series of PTA arrests
in May, Jimy Scanlon, also of the IRSP, has jusen
had his appeal against 'exclusion' rejected andsô
lastlhursday was flown to Dublin, having spent the
last three weeks in Brixton as a óCategory Aó
prisoner after about a week in Paddington Green
police station. One interesting dilemma for
the authorities will be what to do about the fact
that he is facing a court hearing over a charge for

obstruction, brought after he was arrested with
another IRSP member for hoisting a banner about
the H-blocks at an anti-racist rally in Trafalgar
Square last September.

. when, two weeks ago, he was to have appeared
in court, his co-defendant said he didn't want the
hearing to go ahead without Scanlon. But the police
said that he was too much ofsa security risk to
be taken to Neil Street magistrates court. If S
Scanlon is to face this charge, the government will
have to extradite him from Ireland to circumvent
its exclusion order. The offence normally carries
about a Ã10 fine.

PADDINGTON GREEN - ENÄLAND'S EASILEREASH
PNS writes: following the receipt of further
details about the above story in our last N
issue, we must clarify one of the details of
the events that took place. In the fifth para-
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graph we spoke of "a mysterious phone call...
from a section calling itself C 13" received byó
Peter Grimes. He now understand that this phone A
call was, in fact, made only in response to a A
report given to the police that Peter Grimesó
life was in danger. This particular phone call
was an inquiry as to whether Grimes was in danger
of his life and not, as implied by PNS, a
further attempt to pressurise him psychologically.
we stand by all the other details of that article.

ABORTION BILL THREAT
London (PNS Correspondent). The Scottish Tory
MP, John Corrie, is to introduce a Private Mem-
bers Bill to severely restrict the availability
of abortions. The Bill, to be published on Ned-
nesday June 27, is thought to contain measures
to reduce the overall number of abortions by
tightening up the clauses of the 1967 Abortion
Act, reduce the legal time limit for termina-
tion of pregnancies from 28 to 20 weeks, and
enable fathers to veto abortions.

The Bill has a good chance of being approved
by Parliament. The Leader of the House, Norman
St.John Stevas, a member of the Tory Catholic
'mafiaó (along with Patrick Jenkin, Secretary
of State for Social Services),is certain to
allow the Bill extra time, giving it a relative-
ly easy passage.

The Bill is scheduled for a second reading
on July l3 between 2 and 4 pm during which the
National Abortion Campaign (NAC) will be holding
a debate in Westminster Central Hall. This will -
be followed by a rally at Caxton Hall at 6pm,
when the result of the second reading will be
known. ó . g

If the Bill is passed on that reading, NAC
will call on the TUC to organise a mass demon-
stration against the Bill. At the 1978 TUC
Congress the TUC passed a resolution calling
for a mass demonstration against.any restrictive
abortion legislation. Meanwhile, NAC are urging "
people to write to their MP5 in protest at the
-Bill. Most MPs votes on abortion issues are
determined by the number of letters they
receive.

ADVICE CENTRES:AXE FALLS
q -.__ _-__

Islington (PNS Correspondent). On June 19, as
predicted in PNS 171, Islington council voted to
accept all the recommendations of its special
working group, set up to decide on how to axe
voluntary organisations in the London borough. At
the noisy eight-hour meeting, punctuated by boos
and hisses from the gallery, there was a clear
division on the proposed cuts, between the left
and right of the predominantly Labour council
(there is one Tory on the 60ðseat council).

The total list includes four neighbourhood
advice centres, the Council for Community Relations,
Grapevine (which deals with sexual education),
the merger of Task Force and Islington Age
Concern, axing the Ã3500 grant to the North London
Claimants Union, the ending of token funding for
many other organisations, including the Irish
Centre and Islington Consumers Group and cuts
in recreation, play and housing programmes.

Rl9ht'Wl09 support for the proposals argues
that it was necessary to implement the duts -
totalling Ã47,970 in 1979-80 and Ã74,330 in a
full year ð to prevent raising the rates beyond
the 32 per cent voted for earlier in the year.
Less articulate, but more honest, supporters
talked of the need to discourage 'scrounging' and
ótrouble-makingó. But the opposition says that
much of the money could have been got from the
increase in the partnership money allocated to
Islington (money given by central government to
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local councils acting in partnership), and from
the savings from delays in starting many projects
Altogether it is thought that over a million
pounds had been saved in this way.

It was clear from the way the meeting was
conducted that what was at stake for councillors
was the relative strength of the left-wing of the
Labour Party. Divisions on the issues were ~
constantly split 25 to 21 in favour of the right,
and much of the ódebateô was at the level of
personal insults. One of the main bases of support
for the left lies with the voluntary sector, which
explains the eagerness of the right either to axe
or bring under tighter control these organisations

Treatment of the various delegations who pre-
sented themselves to the meeting made it clear

1:; ___._ ---J

that they were less than welcome. None was allowed
to make its case, and only one managed to get a
say when a delegate shouted his speech at the
top of his voice as councillors were filing out I
for a recess at 10 pm. Earlier, councillor Sybil
James, who has emerged as the most reactionary of
Labour councillors, set out to physically attack
one protestor. He was only saved by the quick
thinking of the right wingers, who wisely held
back the straining councillor as the man was
bundled out of the hall by police.

The implications of these cuts, due to take
effect in three months time, are, for a Labour-
controlled council, quite staggering. The Council
for Community Relations have pointed out that
there are manylory councils who have been .
waiting for a Labour one to cut its CCR, so that
they can go ahead with axing these troublesome
organisations from their own boroughs. And it is
almost certain that next year the new Tory govern-
ment will be imposing complusory cuts on all local
authorities. So there is to be a further dose of
chopping on the way for the long-suffering residents
of Islington.

6 IN NEW óCONSPIRACYô P '
London (PNS Correspondent). Indictments served
on the óConspiracy Sixó reveal that further last-
minute changes have been made to the charges for
the trial opening in September..Most importantly
a new charge of óconspiracy to defraudó has been
added to the heap of charges on the six anarchists
first arrested in May last year. This makes the
third conspiracy charge against the six.

' This new charge has never been used before,
although the 1977 Criminal Act made it possible
"to defraud peop1e...by robbing them". It is
difficult to see how this differs from óconspiracy
to robó, and is being interpreted by the support
group, Persons Unknown, as a further ósafety netó
introduced by the police as they lose confidence
in the óconspiracy to robó charges. PNS readers
will recall that the original charge of ócons-
piracy to cause explosionsó was dropped without
explanations by the police. Blanket charges,
often with mutually exclusive offences, are
often piled on suspects when the prosecution
case is thin - the ABC trial being one of the.
most famous recent examples.

Further evidence of the weakness of the pro-
secution case is the addition of two names to
the original six, Grahame Rua and Michele Poree.
These two have not been arrested because they -
are out of the country, but the police have
made no attempt to get them back. Lastly, Stewart
Carr's robbery charge, the only specific charge
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óOPERATION JULIEô BID FAILS

against any of the six, has also been dropped.
Meanwhile, Ronan Bennett still languishes .

in prison, unable to get bail because of -h1S P
Irish background. Despite the fact that by the
time the case comes to court he will have spent
at least l6 months in jail without trial, Amnesty
International have refused to take up the case
for his release. In their rejection of an
appeal for help they claimed that the offences
he is charged with are not political, and they
added that people in Italy spend up to three
years in prison before trial. No doubt a comfor-
ting thought for Ronan. _

GLC MARA TI-ION MOTORWA Y
London (PNS/EEL). The Greater London Councilós
preparations for the l988 Olympic Games site in
East London have already begun with the plan to
build a motorway cutting right through the Isle
of Dogs, although no site for the Games has yet
been final sed. The motorway will cost Ã300
million, and a secret report suggests that it
výll P@SuT*;n the loss of at least 400 homes
along its route. An interchange at Millwall Docks,
large areas of warehouses would be demolished,
and two schools and a community centre would
face demolition.

The report recommends doing away with normal
planning procedures. The usual easy-access
Local Planning Enquiry would be replaced by a
Parliamentary Bill; this would make it impossibly
expensive and time-consuming for ordinary people
whose lives will be affected by the plans to I
voice_their objections. with a Tory GLC and a
Tory government, such a Bill could be easily
passed. I

Ted Johns at the Island Resource Centre on
the Isle of Dogs said about the plan: "It will
give no benefit to the Island. Even the local
council and the Docklands Joint Committee are
against it, but Cutler (leader of the GLC) is
planning to cut across the democratic process.
The implications are greater than just a motorway.
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After this non-event the police then began
an orgy of arrests, presumably in the hope of
obtaining the evidence they needed. Over the
next two days about thirty people were arrested.
Their only connection was that they had visited
the raided house in the previous two months.
Banbury police station was so full at one point
that people were being kept in the bathroom.

I During the round-up police broke a window
to enter a house in Todmorton, made themselves -
at home by lighting a fire and helping therselve
to rolls and coffee from the kitchen and arrestec
some visitors who came round with small
quantities of drugs. According to the tenant Ã222
went missing during this time and the matter is
the subject of an investigation. Someone has
even claimed that a member of the Drugs Sosa:
phoned himand offered to make things easy for
him ,=1 over some charges he is currently
facing if he would claim he knows there meter
was Ã200 in the house. I

óThe police still failed to find any ctastó*_
of drugs which would justify the enormous e>;er-
diture of public funds, and they allegedly use:
underhand tactics to obtain confessions. Among I
other things a couple with their children were
held incommunicado for twelve hours and threat-
ened with having their children taken away and
put into care.

Most worrying is the pressure being put on %
the American airmen involved. Five people have _
been put on óinternational holdó so that they
cannot return as scheduled to the USA. The TSI
refuses to say how long they intend to hoic ther
and refuse to produce any evidence agairst TFEý-
This is part of the generalise intensive caress-
ment of American airmen in Britain over drugs.

The Thames Valley Drugs Squad has an apparently
poor reputation in the local police who have
been heard to mention that the Drugs Sotac TT"'
tains officers not considered good enougr ó;1
employment in other parts of the locai force.

" I 

Supporters of the road say that it would
speed up the traffic flow in London where speeds
average l3 mph and that Londoners spend fourteen
per cent more transit time than residents of '
other major cities.

ISLE OF DOGS
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GREENWICH

Oxford (PNS/BSB). The Thames Valley Drugs Squad
were recently involved in a drugs raid fiasco
near Banbury in Oxfordshire. At least fifteen

police from the TV Drugs Squad, the Uniformed
Branch, and Special Agent Eugene walker of the
American Office of Special Investigation (OSI)
raided a house in Little Bourton. The house had
been under surveillance for two months previous
but the most dramatic aspect of the raid was
that a helicopter hovered fifteen feet above the
house throughout. Five American airmen were
among those arrested. Inspector Kneasfy, head of
the TV Drugs Squad and successor to Inspector
Lee of Operation Julie fame, was behind the
planning of the raid, but the total haul there
was a quarter of an ounce of cannabis worth Ã8.

- 

Sunderland (PNS/DSP). The attempt to set up a
comon ownership enterprise following the list-
idation of the Ditchburnsó Furniture ñanufact-
uring Company in Sunderland(see PNS 158}has
failed.

Although a favourable report was race: s-
from Durham University Business School arc a
Ãl5,000 loan negociated with Industrial Ccmmor
Ownership Finance(ICOF), Tyne B wear County
Council were reluctant to purchase the bohoirg
shop. By the time they had agreed, potehtia*
buyers had gone elsewhere, some of the workers
had got new jobs and many of those remairirg
were put off by the financial commitment being
demanded of them by the funding agencies; ICOF,
the Co-op Bank and the local authority. It
was with great disappointment that a decision
was taken to end the project.

- It is clear that a great deal of educ-
ational work on comon ownership needs to be
done with local authorities. Even so, the
workers at Ditchburns were always fighting
an uphill battle. Had they been system-
atically monitoring and assessing the activities
of the company when it was successful, they
would have been in a better position to Ch3ii-
enge the decision to close the factory. As
it was, they were taken by surprise.

Previous criticism of the company still
stand but, without any alternative plans, the
workers were in an impossibly weak position.
There are no short cuts to workersó control and
common ownerships are not a magic solution to
redundancies.
















