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ABOUT ECHANGES

Production ofEchanges
In Echanges no'65 (p.2) we explained some practical problems of the production ,fthe bulletin/pamphrets and other activities..ihis often r"ro, to o.irys in pubrication,material ap,pearing rater than it ought to, matters/corr;;;;;;;riyr"o or informedabout in eirher the English or thJ prench;rr;;;;;;;dry 

"i'rii 1r, reast nor inwriting in the buuetin, arthough a rot of discussions and ex"drig" lr.rteriar takcsplace), etc. The same can be 
-said 

on"" *or", with additioorii?uro* Iatery beingparticipants daily, private matters.having to do for example *i,h ,rrirg, like highworkload (in private jobs as well as invofuJment with other piljects/activities), well_deserved holidays, ,r":-., moving to othei addresses, 
"rci. 

#" i"r,t mind sayingopenly that these kind of 'problem"s'doeshave andwill continue to have an effect onF-changes'activity as f1y a1.re.eyt"rity, quaniity and quarity of pubrication is concerned.For many vanguardisr/activiit groups berieJing toiave"a 
":il;;;i; to pray for they]l,lg "tr:s.srruggles 

no* i. in the futur",.or generally attriburing a grearrmportance to rheir pubrishing- (or non-pubrishing), - ttir*ouii 
"onriitut" " 

p.out",to be. dealt with by for examp're ,"rnr'ot fi"ssure on the participants, a[ kinds ofpolitical'explanations'and st on. Not ,r..iuing such a role to itse)f, Echanges doesnot see this situation as a big problem, but something which we would have wantedto be otherwise and therefore will tryio i*frou" opor.

Pamphlets
-- A n9w pamphlet wil be ECHANGES ET MOWEMENT - presentation
pamphlet. This is a presentation textgiving the historyof Echanges and the poriticalbasis for the project, incruding 

" 
,"t"of1g'uric principres, (what some would ca, a'platform'). This text should uJus"rrt ana iirormative to mort r""iu"rrof Echangesand will be senr to a[ subscribers. orhers 

"o, 
r,ru" it by *;i;;;;our address. Thispamphlet could also explain and complement some of the remarks above atEchanges.

-;s:Tg. out of print pamphrets are now availabre again and can be found in the Listof Publications.
-- There are a number of wishes/plans for reprints or new pamphrets, but what,spossible to rearise is restricred by iime, ,o*y, distribution p"r.iriiiLi". 

",".
Addresses
This issue of the Ensrish edition is still pubrished with the l_ondon post office box asthe official address oi Frhanges, but ilr"r'" *;u g."aury b" a moving of orrespondenceand other mail to our paris address iEchan! es,Bp'Z4li/5S66 p;;; a"dex 13) andpossibly one orher address. The London-pt, uo" is stil varid and mail wil be
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collected, but those writing letters to us could note that letters in most caseswill be

received by us quickerwhen using the Paris address. Detailswill follow in a later issue

concerning correspondence, orders and exchange of publications.

Forthcoming issues:
Some of the planned material is about:
- Greece: students' and other actions
- France: the closure of the Renault Billancourt factory
- Strikes in Belgium
- On Spanish and other dockers
- USSR:completionof the chronologyinthisissue upto the endof the miners strike
- India: Bombay textile strike
- Brazil
- Workers councils in present Hungary
- More material about Japan.
- Nonray
- Sweden

On computers
Elsewhere in this issue we quote the introduction to a circular letter by'Motiva
Forlag' with a text about USSR. The letter ends with the following remarks about
the use of computers:
"We have started to use computers in our work. We have a computer in the 'IBM
famr$' (using MS-DOS operating system), supplied with a 3 1/2 inch dise station.
Our main wilting programme is WordPerfect (version 5.1 or lower), but we can also
use Windows'Write'. Further we have PageMaker for page production. If you
should wish to use this letter or larger parts of it inyour publicationwe can send you
the brt on a disc...".

We think that this possibility should be utilised also in connection with Echanges if
possible,because it savesa lotof time for the personsresponsible for the production
of Echanges if material can be recived on a disc instead of having to be retyped,
enlarged/reduced etc. For the time being, we can receive material for the English
edition of Echanges in accordance with the specifications made above, and also
5 1/4 inch discs. It will be passed on to a comrade working with the English edtion
if addressed like this: Echanges, c/o Motiva Forlag, boks 9430 Valerenga,
0610 Oslo 6, Norway.

RH 6/91



4 6changes 6616'l

USSR

CLASS STRUGGLE AND PROTESTS 1989 . 1991

Introductionary rcmarks:
"Falling living standards are a cause of strikes,which in the first half of thisyear - that
is, even before the miners went out - involved on average 15 000 workers each day."
(Economist 16.9.1989)

1) In Echanges62p.Zlwe published an article (from'Industrialworker') about tho
July 89 miners strikes. A number of strikes took place prior to that as the quotation
above shows (the'IndustrialWorker'article also mentions some examples), aswoll
as aftenrards. Material about the less extensive miners strikes starting in Vorkuta
in the end of october, did not appear in Echanges, but are referred to in the first of
the 'Daad en Gedachte'articles published below.

2) In Echanges 65 (p.83) we mentioned the French pamphlet La Russie en 1989, but
due to a printing error parts of our notes about this pamphlet was missing so we hero
publish it in full:
'A 50 page pamphlet - no price given. one part is an account of all kinds of political
parties and groups covering the whole righrleft spectrum, environmental groups,
independent trade unions etc. with contact addresses and telephone numbers.
Another part is a chronology of strikes, demonstrations etc. for the whole of 1989.
The pamphlet canbe ordered from Nouvellesde nulle, c/o CNT,33 rue desVignoles,
75020 Paris."

3) Below we first publish a kind of chronological account of strikes, protests and
other events from the beginning of 1990 to the end of April 1991. on the one hand
it is not just a pure list of actions that took place, but consists of quotations from
English papers and translations from papers in other languages, chronologically
arranged for the whole period, and gives a lot of factual and background information.
The material is not at all complete because probably no-one has a complete account
of everything that took place in this period, and neither do we need such a complete
chronology. On the other hand it is not at all an analysis, because the material from
the newspapers and journals is just reproducedwithout anycomments. combining
both taskswould be a big job and we find the document useful as it is. The work with
the document was finished at the end of April, so it does not cover the end of the
countrywide strike movement shortly afterwards.

The document is taken, but to some extent edited as far as readability is concerned,
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from a circular letter from 'Motiva Forlag' in Norway, which also contains texts with
information about Sweden and Norway reproduced in the next issue of Echanges.

The introductory remarks to the circular letter is found in a note about Motiva in
the next Echangls, and that part of it dealingwith the USSR material is published

below. The circular letter ends with some remarks about the use of computers for
exchange of information, and that those who could make use of the whole of it on
a discette can write to Motiva. This we reproduce in the note 'About Echanges'

. , because similar considerations are also relevant in connection
with Echanges.

4) Secondly,we publish two articles from the Dutch journal Daad en Gedachte. The

article from no. 8D0 deals with the 1989 and 1990 miners strikes and some aspects

of how to interpretthem.There isparticularlythe question aboutthese strikesbeing

'political strikes'. This is a favourite theme not only for those politicians centre or
right seeing the end of 'communism' going on in the east, but also many leftwing
groups. For many of the latter, the strikes are either political or ought to become

political. Having anotherview of both our own'role'and of the class struggle,we see

this question quite differently. A similar discussion can be found in our debate with
the group Kamunist Kranti in India in this issue, and our views of the cla,ss struggle

is also explained in the pamphlet'Echanges et Mouvement.Presentation pamphlet'
beeing produced. The other article from no.4/91 deals with the strike movement in
the first part of 1991 and raises similar questions.
RH s/91

CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNT I99O . APRIL 199I

Introduction bylVlotiva Forlag: The state capitalist countries are in deep crisis. The
USSR beeing the most important of these countries, calls for special attention. We

are drowned in news and reports of some aspects of this crisis - the collapse of the

economy, the nationalist struggles, what Gorbachev and Yeltzin and all the others
are doing and saying, armed struggles and who knows what. But the most important
things going on from our point ofview - the workers' struggles - are not of the things
given a high priority by mass media. We have collected the little we have managed
to find out about the class struggle. As you will see it is not much we have been able
to find. We will continue to try to follow the class struggle in the USSR, and we would
welcome anycontribution, forexample copiesof newspaperreports, articlesetc.We
would also be grateful if you could tell us about publications worthwhile to read. If
our information gathering is fruitful, we might be able to distribute more frequent
reports on the class struggle in the USSR. We would find such work worthwhile and
should think that you would be of the same opinion
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The spelling of names of persons and places transcribed from Russian is no easy
matter. Their spelling will vary from language to language. You will see that we use
at least three or four different, depending of wether the reports are of English,
German, Norwegian or Swedish origin. We have not put much work in making a
correct and uniform English spelling of the names; because we don't ah*,ays know the
correct English spelling and because we think you should understand the names
whichever spelling we use.

At the time of writing the situation in the USSR is not very clear. The miners' strike
is apparently not over, even if some reports might indicate that it is about to end -
other reports treat the strike as if it's far from beeing called off. There also seems to
be a movement amongothergroupsofworkersbut the extension andduration isnot
clear.

Some important questions concerning these strikes, apart from the fact that they are
happening, such as theirorganisation, the influence of the minersstrike committees
from 1989, the influences of trade unions and other organisations, the influence of
nationalism on the workers actions, co-ordination between strikers, can only be
found out later - if ever. From the newspaper reports it is close to impossible to be
very specific about such questions.

When I started to write down this collection of material for the piece about strikes
in the USSR, the miners strike had not started. The work thus grew considerably
during the writing itself. The material has not been edited, things are repeated and
so on, and this makes it perhaps not very readable.

---:::---

1990

"At the same time Moscow's underground could be brought to a standstill by drivers
demanding their wages be doubled." (Financial Times 17.01.90)

"one year ago (the paper) Rubikon reported about every little strike. Today we
don't have the capacity to do this. Every day struggles occur at the level of brigades,
some times the threath of strikes are against whole companies, as against the Izjorsk
factory recently. Alone during the year 1989 Rubikon reports on strikes at
Lentransagentwo (640 workers), in the Leningrad fishery fleet, at the Magniton
factory, among tram employees, at the Krizo factory and at bread bakery No. 5."
(Klassekampen 17.01.90)
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"Protests against the Soviet troop presence in Baku has led to strikes which has

paralysedproduction at hundreds of oilwells, Tassreported Monday. Atone of the

most important offshore oil fields 650 pumps are not running, which constitutes
about one third of the field. 'It will be needed at least three months to get them
running again', the bureau reports. Aserbajdsjan produce 5 7o of. Soviet oil. The
offshore fields in the Kaspian Sea normally produce 250 000 barrels a day' More
serious is it that the region produces 60 per cent of the oil drilling and production
equipment. Thus the strikes might effect the oil production throughout the union."
(Klassekampen 31.01.91)

"Up to T00 000 workers in the Tyume n which produce 60 %o of. thesoviet Union's oil
and gas are threatening to go on strike next month. ... The strike threat comes just

after disasterous figures were released on the performance of the Soviet economy

in the first two months of the year... Average wages in the two months increased by

15 per cent and the number of workdays lost from strikes exceeded the entire
number for 1989." (Financial Times 30.03.90)

"L0 000 coal miners in the Donbass region in Ukraine have gone on strike protesting
an enviroment catastrophy in the region. 12 workers shall have died during the last

months and approximately 50 hospitalized after beeingexposed to poisonousgases.

... The affected inhabitants in the towns Gorlovka and Jenakijevo demonstrate daily
against the lethal pollution, and demand that the people responsible must be

prosecuted and punished." (Aftenposten 12.05.90)

"In the first quarter of this year it is registred 9.4 million strike days, which
corresponds to 130 000on strike daily. Stillthisisa reductionfrom 1989 when strikes
amounted to approximately 40 milliondays, or approximately 140 000 on strike each

day. Thiswas mainly due to the big miners strike." (Klassekampen 25.05.90 quoting
from Goskomstat, the state committee for statistics)

"Wednesday more than two million Soviet minerswillgo ona24 hour strike. ... The
danger is imminent that the miners will be followed by many others if they go on
strike. Auto workers making [-ada at the Tqiigulij factory in Togliatti, have announced
a sympathy meeting today, but theywill most likely not follow it upwith a sympathy
strike. The workers in most parts of the dominating heavy industry are restless and
angry. And from earlier the willingness to strike among the transport workers is well
known. ... The striking miners demand higher wages, replacements of the incapable
management, and union rights.'Next time it will not be a strike but a revolt' says

Boris Bronfmann, vice chairman in Donez, to Newsrreek magazine. "(Arbeiderbladet
11.07.90)
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"soviet miners left work this morning to take part in a 24 hour strike against the lack
of results of the Soviet government policies. In Donez, which is the centre of the
miningindustryin the Ukraine, strike committeeswere active seekingsupport from
miners for the strike and a huge protest meeting to take place today. It is estimated
that 300 000 coal minerswill strike in western Siberia. Toolswould be downed for tho
whole day in 62 out of 130 mines, and the rest of the mineswould strike for some of
the day. Workers at 20 larger industrial enterprises would join the miners in a

sympathy strike." (Aftenposten 1 1.07.90)

"The political warning strike of the Soviet miners yesterday seems at large to have
been followed, the news agency Interfax reported through Radio Mosmw. According
to this report, tens of thousands of miners took part in the strike. In the Siberian
region Kusbass 300 000 miners and otherworkers are believed to take part. Miners
struck in other mining districts like Vorkuta high up in the north and Kemerovo in
Siberia. The miners demanded in particular the retreat of the government of
Premier Minister Nikolai Ryshkov, that the state takes over the assets of the CPSU
as well as dissolving the party cells in the factories. ... In Kemerovo in Siberian
Kusbass 66 mines downed tools for 24 hours and were supported by eleven enteprises
in the town.In the Karaganda basin in Kasakhstan eleven mines struck. The strike
movement even reached the island Sachalin in the East. There eight mines struck as

well as ten big factories. Also in Magadan and Norilsk in eastern Siberia as well as

in Novosibirsk in western Siberia some mines downed tools. However the strike was
firmest in Ukrainian Donbass. Of 250 mines 124 downed tools for 24 hours and 110
others for different periods of time between one and six hours, as could be learned
from the strike committee on the telephone. ... The strikers met in Donets in front
of the house of the communist party for a twelve hour protest demonstration."
(Tagezeitun g 12.07 90)

"The Soviet miners in three coal mining districts of the country who went on strike
for improved living andworkingconditions aswell as for implementation of political
demands, have ended their strike after one day duration. According to information
from the leaders of the strike, work was taken up again in Donez in the Ukraine - as

well as in the Kusnez basin in western Siberia and in the region of Vorkuta. No
informationof the number of strikerswas officiallygiven. Estimatesbased on mines
on strike in the Donez basin indicates a total of approximately 100 000 strikers. The
organisators of the strike said the number of strikers in western Siberia alone was
300 000." (Siiddeutsche Zeitlung 13.07.90)

"Gorbachev, the Soviet leader, warned yesterday that the miners' strike in Siberia
and the Ukraine would bring dire consequences for the Soviet economy and for the
perestroika reform process. In a striking concession to the wave of unrest sweeping
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the country in protest at poor living conditions, he disclosed that Rs10bn (f9.8bn)
had been set aside from reserves for the import of consumer goods - at least double

the amount previously annouuced. The miners' strike was reported last night to have

brought 80 pits in the Donets coal field in the Ukraine to a standstill - four times the

num6er affected on Tuesday. Strikers in the country's largest coalfield seemed to be

ignoring concessions by the authorities on wages and working conditions, as well as

appeals by Gorbachev and prime minister Nikolai Ryzhkov. There were some

encouragingsigns,however, of thebeginningof a returntoworkin the Kuznetskcoal

field in Siberia, where 24.000 of the 150.000 strikerswere reported to have gone back

after a call for a return to work from their strike committee." (Financial Times

20.07.e0)

"Dozens of people were injured in the Siberian town Tscheljabinsk as riots erupted

starting in a queu in front of a shop. Waiting customers had been outraged as the

employees in the shop had refused to serve them unless police protection was

offired. The riotsspread overthe centre of the town,where demonstrators smashed

windows and overturned cars demanding a better supply of food. After a protest

meetingin frontof the local partyheadquarters duringthe night, the demonstrators
tried to storm the office s of the local officials. They demanded the liberation of
youngsterswho were arrested because they had possessed petrolbombs. In the end

the police spread the protesters." (Siiddeutsche Zeitung 27.08.90)

"Hundreds of protest actions in all districts of Moscow last week heralded new

anger.3000 demonstratorseven occupied the 'Square ofthe revolution'not far from
the Kremlin walls. Anger throughout the country: in Minsk special police units went
against a crowd. Plunderers raided through Tscheljabinsk for three days.In Nischni
Nowgorod (until recently Gorki) people wantet to storm the city hall." (Der Spiegel

36po)

"The reactionsof the people to the lackofvodka,wine,petrol, tobacco and noweven

bread, becomes more agressive. On August 23,the inhabitants of the armaments

metropole in the Urals, Tscheljabinsk, in anger because there was no wine available,

blocked busses, smashed shop windows, demolished a supermarket, the party
headquarters and the offices of the local authorities; eleven policemen were

wounded and 13 police cars destroyed. Two days later the riots broke out again. In
Tula and Wladimir there were also riots, and in 14 districts of Moscow indignant
smokers rebelled on the 22nd August because they could not buy any tobacco."
(Frankfurter Rundschau 07.09.90)

"In the vast Tyumen oilfields of western Siberia 700 000 oil and gas workers are

threatening to stage a paralyzing strike. The workers demand protection from job
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layoffs, price hikes and equipment shortages brought by Moscow's economic
restructuring. ... Minorwildcat strikes already have erupted in the Siberian oilfields
thisyear,more thana dozenof them inNizhnevartovskalone. One greymorninglast
month,215 transportworkersdeclared a strike as theygathered in a dingybus depot.
'[work 12hours a day and live in a crummy shanty', complained3Tyearold busdriver
Anatoly Bulokh as he and his colleagues lectured two unhappy supervisors. 'It's time
forusto rise up!'shouted one driver.'we'we been asquiet aslambs untilnow.'After
two hours of heated talks, the drivers agreed to go back on the job -but not before
thousands of oilworkerswere left stranded at bus stopsacross the city." (Newsweek
1.10.e0)

"According to information from the Soviet premier Ryshkow, in the first eight
months of 1990 approximately 1700 companies and economical organisations were
affected by strikes. This has led to losses of more than ten million working days.
Because of the strikes, products of a value of approximately one billion rubles could
not be produced. Even more important was the losses of the partners of the
companiesbeingstruk, throughmissingdeliveriesof raw materials andmaterialsfor
use inthe production. Daily200000workershadnotworkedbecause of absenteeism
and stops in production in industry and building industry. The total losses amount
to three billion rubles." (TagesZeitung 12.10.90)

"The unrest already exists. It is reflected in the big increase of the number of strike
days. Strikes have grown dramatically during the first half of the year. In 1989 an
average of 15 000 workers struk every day. During the second half of 1989, 50 000
workers struk every day. During the five first months of 1990 an average of 180 000
wotkers struk every day." (Proletdren No.40, October 1990)

"In the district of Tscheljabinsk in south ural approximately 13 000 workers from
garment and shoe factories have met in order to protest. According to reports from
the newsagency Tass about 40 factories can not run because this part of the Russian
Federation don't receive deliveries of material from the other republics. According
to information from the secretary of the unions in these industries, Klara Chnykija,
the 13 000 workers are threatened with loosing their jobs early next year if this non-
delivery of goods is ontinued. The strike ommittee will organise a strike." (Siiddeutsche
Zeitung19.12.90)

"Tens of thousands of enraged inhabitants in the city Tsjita in Siberia yesterday
blocked traffic and ignited fires in the main street protesting against the lack ofwine
and vodka before the New Year celebrations, the newsagency Tass reports. Tsjita
has 315 000 inhabitants and lies 4800 kilometres east of Moscow. The 'wine riot'
developed as people lost their temper after waiting in endless queues in front of
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practically empty stores. The demonstrators demanded a meeting with local authorities
to complain against lack of merchandise and constant problems with water and
electricity supplies. The episode was a warning of coming social unrest because of
the economic and material crisis." (Dagbladet 31.12.90)

ARBE(TSDI57\

Soviet workers! Strenghten the work discipl...

t99t

"Over Moscow hangs the threat of an unlimited strike at the Metro, becausc money
for the next wage payment for the drivers are not at hand." (Spiegel No. 2/91)

"Workers downed toolsin protests of upto two hours in 35 Moscow enterprises and
almost 500 factories and institutes in Leningrad. The coal miners of the Kuzbas in
western Siberia,who led the 1989 miners'strike, have announced a strike to continue
'until Gorbachev resigns'. "(Financial Times 17.01.91)
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"One of the biggest auto factories in the Soviet Union, the Moskwitsch factory in
Moscow, is on strike, the Komsomolskaja Prawda reports. The workers demand

higherwages,longerholidaysandthe factorytobe placed undermanagementof the

Russian republic. Until now the factory is under the management of the Soviet

ministry for auto and tractor production. "(Siiddeutsche Zeitung31.01.91)

Start of 1991 miners strikes
"The coal miners in the Ukraine have threatend to go on strike if the Moscow
government don't follow a promise of better living and working conditions. Tho
strike committee andworkers ollective in the city of Donetz made this announement
in reaction to the 'extremely slow implementation' of the obligations taken up by tho

Soviet and Ukrainian governments during the miners strike in the summer of 1989'

the news agency Tass reported. "(Siiddeutsche Zeitung 18.02.91)

"More than 500 000 miners in the Soviet Ukraine's Donbass coalfield are to stago

a 24-hour strike on Friday to press demands for a 150 7o pay increase, trade union
leaders said yesterda!, Reuter reports from Kiev. "(Financial Times 27.0291)

"The Soviet government faces a new working class challenge to its authority today

as nearly a million miners from the main Soviet coal areas start an indefinite strike
for higher pay, better food and decent housing.... The latest strikes, coordinated by

the independent miners'union formed two years ago, have been called in support of
wage increases ofbetween 100 and 150 percent.The strikes are also in protest atthe
government's failure to honour earlier promises. Miners in the Kuzbas area of
Siberia have called for the resignation of president Gorbachev; an end to the

Communist party's monopoly on power; and the dissolution of the Supreme Soviet,

the country's parliament. ... l.eaders of the independent miners' union, Pavel

Shishpanov and Alexei Sergeev, said in Moscow yesterday that three of the main

areas - the Donbass in the Ukraine, Vorkuta in the Polar North and Karaganda in
Kazakhstan - will strike today. "(Financial Times 01.03.91)

"From Prokopiewsk a spokesman of a local strike committee reported to Moscow
that 5000 miners had met in the town and demanded sovereignty rights for Russia.

The independent news agency lnterfax reported that other workers in the town

would join the miners and demand the resignation of Gorbachev. ... Also in the

Kuznetsk coal fields in the Urals tools were downed on Monday. According to
reports from a trade union official approximately two dozen mines were hit. The
demands went from higher wages and earlier retirement age to the resignation of
Gorbachev and the removal of the Communist Party from power. "(Frankfurter
Allgemeine Zeitung 06.03.9 1)
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"Union officials in the Kuzbass coalfield in western Siberia said workers at five
mines had walked out indefinitely following a 24 hour political strike on Monday.

TWenty-seven pits took part in Monday's stoppagg. Tass news agency said management

officials denied the union claims, saying only one mine was partly affected. At least

12 pits, with some of the country's richest coal deposits, remained on strike in the

southern Donbass coalfield, a regional strike committee spokesman said. "(Financial
Times 07.03.91)

"Miners' leaders in the Soviet Union's two largest coal fields yesterday called for an

all-out strike, demanding huge pay rises and the resignation of Gorbachev and his

government. The decision in the West Siberian Kuzbas, and Ukrainian Donbas
fields, follows the refusal of Gorbachev to meet the miners' leaders or hear their
demands until all the miners return to work. The signs are that the industrial unrest,

which beganfitfully atthe startof the month, isspreading andbecoming increasingly
political. The Council of Workers' Committees in the Kuzbas decided on Monday
to call a full-scale strike in the region, based entirely on political demands. They are

calling for the resignation of Gorbachev, the dismissal of the present Supreme

Soviet, the national parliament in Moscow, and the lifting on all restrictions on the

broadcasts of radical Russian radio and television, and demonstrate their support
for Boris Yeltsin, the Russian president. [n the Ukrainian Donbas, the miners'
leaders yesterday called for an all-out strike, because the central government had

ignored their deadline, on Monday, to meet their demand for a 150 % pay rise. They
claimed that 67 out of 254 pits in the coalfieldwere already backing the stoppage, 19

more than on Monday. In the Kuzbas, strike action has been patchy, but local
journalists said this was a deliberate strategy by strike leaders to stagger their
protest. This was now beeing stepped up. Tass, the official news agency, which has

consistently played down the strike action, admitted last night that'the situation in
the Kuzbas is getting more complicated', with two mine construction organisations
joining four striking mines in the towns of Novokuznetsk, Kiselevsk, and Berezovsky.

Mass meetings were being held at many other miRes, the agency said. On the other
hand, both railway and steel workers in the region have been opposing the action.
"(Financial Times 13.03.91)

"[n spite of threats and appeals the strikes in one sixth of the Soviet coal mines
continued Wednesday. At the same time at least five steel works in the Ukraine
alone had to close down because of lack of coal. Reports from the two most
important coal mining districts, Donbass in the Ukraine and Kusbass in western
Siberia, indicated however that the strike wave had not spread further. All of the
Sovietheavy industryisthreatenedif the steelindustrymustclose down. Reductions
in the production in almost all other sectors, from oil and gas to paper, adds to the
misery. The strikers have made both political and economical demands. They
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demand up to 150 Towage inceases. The miners in Donbass demand that Gorbac.heV

must resign. In several mining districts the miners appeal for a boycott of thg

referendum Sunday, whereas others urge people to vote 'no'. "(Arbeiderblad6t
14.03.91)

"So far less than 50 000 miners are on strike. If the strikes don't spread they wlll
constitute a rather marginal problem for Gorbachev before the referendum O[
Sunday. ... Workers are apparently already laid off in the Ukrainian steel industryt
as it is reported that employees have lost incomes amounting to 1.5 million Ruble*
That couid indicate that as many as 50 000 working days are lost. ... Bitterness in tho

mining districts is widespread, especially as hardly any of the demands put forward
by the miners during the big strikes two years ago have been met. "(Aftenposten
14.03.e1)

"The strike of the miners spreads. Workers in the industrial concentration in tho

Urals have joined the strike, which also meets growing support in the big mining
areas in Siberia and the Ukraine. 'The strike wave among Soviet miners grows', the

Soviet official newsagency Tass admitted Tuesday in a report which stated that the
striklngworkers'politicaldemandshave been put forward more clearly. Strikeshave
closed half the mines around the town Tsjeljabinsk in southern Urals, Tass writes.
According to local strike committees in the Ukraine and in Siberia the workers'
demands meet a growing support. One of the demands of the strike is that Gorbachev

must resign. tn the Siberian mining district Kusbass 54 mines are hit by the strike,
according to local strike committees. Production in at least 42 mines in Donbass in
the Ukraine are said to be stopped, in adition to some 20 mines in the western part
of the republic. "(Klassekampen 20.03.91)

"Bread,meat,butterandrice are amongthe itemswhichwillbecome approximately
three times more expensive from the beginningof April, the leaderof the state price
committee Vjatsjeslav Sentsjagov said in a television interview on Wednesday. Fggs

will be twice as expensive, while fruit, vegetables and some other goods in short
supply shall follow the price at the open (private) market. That will mean that their
prices will be several times higher. Medicine, gasoline, gas, coffee and vodka are

among the items that will not be affected by the price rises, he said. The authorities
will sweeten the pill through paying a taxfree compensation of 60 Rubles per person

each month. ... The official statement on price rises came in a period of growing
unrest among Sovietworkers, first and foremost in the important mining districts in
Russia and the Ukraine. According to the miners'strike committee 280 000workers
are on strike for higher wages, better working conditions and a demand that
Gorbachev must resign. The independent news agency Interfax estimates the figure
at 50000." (Arbeiderbladet 21.03.91)
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"'l'hc 12 mines in the district around Tsjervonograd was among those hit by the big
mincrs'strike in 1989. Then the whole mining industry in thc country was paralysed

by r l}day long strike among the miners, who demandcd highcr wagcs and a more

rcliablc supply of food. Now the miners think that the govcrnmcnt has hroken all
promiscs given then. 'Conditions have almost not changed at all since 1989. They
promiscd ushigherwages,longerholidays and a lower retircmcnt age. Rut they have

hrokcn these promises,' says Oleg Karpjuk, leader of the strike committee in
'l'sjcrvonograd. ... The miners earn on average 410 Rubles a month (approximately
f450 - at official exchange rate). The strikers demand a wage three times higher, as

compcnsation for growing inflation and the high prices for fresh meat and vegetables

a t t hc local pe asants' markets. "(Arbeiderbladet 22.03.9 l)

"In the Ukraine,Russia and Siberia more than 200000workerscontinued the strike,
which threatened to paralyse the Soviet production of steel, iron and other important
industrial products.

'l'hc agreement made between the 100 000 miners in the Karaganda district and the

lcaders of the central Asian republic Kasakhstan, will most likely reduce the
damaging effects of the strike on the Soviet economy. According to the agreement,
the political leadership in Kasakhstan, the third largest coal producer in the Soviet

Union, retain much of the direct control of the mining industry from the Moscow
authorities. All coal producing republics have struggled to have a greater control
over their own natural resources.

Anegotiationmeeting in Kiev the capitalof Ukraina,however,led to no results. The
strike continues in the important Donbass district... The strikers in Donbass and
Siberian Kuzbass demand higherwageg betterworking conditions and that Gorbachev
must resign. There are also strikes in the Russian districts of Rostov and Vorkuta,
as well as around Lvov in western Ukraine. The negotiations in Kiev broke down
because the leadershipof the republicdeclinedto acceptwage rises.Prime Minister
Vitold Fokin and Vice Prime Minister Viktor Gladush accepted to lower the
retirement age, but declined the demand for wage increases in the region of 100 to
150 Eo, says a spokesman for the miners. It was the newspaper Kasakhstanskaja
Pravda which brought the news that the miners and leaders of the republic Kasakhstan

had reached an agreement. The miners in Karaganda will not strike again before
July the 1st, on conditions that the economical demands are met. "(Arbeiderbladet
23.03.91)

"...approximately 100000 minersinthe third largestcoaldistrictof the Soviet Union,
Karaganda in Kasakhstan, have agreed to end the strike - which have lasted for three
weeks - against a promise from the leadership of the republic of higher wages and a
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bigger influence on the working onditions. ...In spite of the agreernent in Kasakhstan

approximately 200 000 miners in the rest of the country continue their striko.

"(Aftenposten 23.03.91)

"strike committees and independent trade unions already voice political demands.

They demand the resignation of the government and president Gorbachev, and the

independence of their republics. [n the Kusnezk basin in western Siberia the masg

unrest is concentrated in one catch-word which sounds of revolution: GenerAl

strike."(Spiegel No. 13 191)

"striking Soviet coal miners from Siberia to the Polish border stated yesterday thnt
they stick firmly to their demands, and showed no sign of following the appeal of tho

Prime Minister to return to work in order t0 save the troubled economy. Striko
leaders in the big coal fields Kusbass in the Siberia and Donbass in the Ukraine
expressed little sympathy for the warning from Prime Minister Pavlov that the

strikers put the economy of the country 'several years back'. They also refused

allegations that they are manipulated from the outside, which Pavlov indicated by
referring to Boris Yeltzin and others who have supported the strikers demand that
Gorbachev must resign. 'The general attitude is to stand by the demands', says

Viktor Usovskij, a'member of the strike committee in Donbass, where work is
stopped in approximately 60 mines. The independent news 4gency Postfactum
reported that miners in more than 165 mines from Sakhalin in the far East to western
Ukraine was on strike this weekend. Mines north of the Polar Circle and in the Urals
were also closed. Pjotr Popov, a member of the strike committee in Kusbass, said that
the strike is effective in the whole of Siberia, and that Pavlovwith his allegation that
the strike is directed from the outside does not take into account that the strike
leaders are democratically elected. "(Arbeiderbladet 25.03.9 1 )

"Despite a governinent back-to-work order, Soviet coal miners continued to strike
Monday. Almost rjne-fourth of the country's coalfields are idle, and workers are

demanding the resignation of Gorbachev. Miners in the polar north, Kazakhstan,

the Kuzbasregionof Siberia andthe Donbasregionof the Ukraine firstwentouton
strike March lst and the strikes have spread since then. The strikers'demands are

far more political and radical than they were in the summer of 1989, when the first
strikes in 70 yearswere staged here for higherwages and betterworking conditions.
Where once the miners seemed to think that alterations in the system could satisff
their economic demands, they now appear convinced that more fundamental
changes are necessary. In mining cities such as Novokuznetsk in central Siberia,

workers are supporting the president of the Russian Republic, Yeltsin, and have

demandedthe resignationof Gorbachevandthe Sovietlegislature.Like Yeltsin,the
miners have called on the heads of the 15 republics to assume the collective
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lcadc rship of the country. The miners'strike of 1989 was dramalic bcc,r usc n() group
o[ workc rs in the history of the Soviet state had ever stood up tu thc a u t horitic s in
such numhcrs. Since then, the strike committees have rcplaccd thc (irmmunist
Party,tlominatcd laborunions asrepresentativesof the workcrs. In somc cilics, such

as Karaganda, the leaders of the strike committees are thc most poworful Jxrlitical
figurcs in lhe area.'We've alllost faith in anything resembling the old systcm, thc old
pcrcstroika reforms,' said $otr Schlegel, leader of the Karaganda mincrs in
northcrn Kazakhstan. The state-controlled television news programs arc hitting thc
mincrs hard, denouncing them as irresponsible for further jeopardizing thc alrcady
fragilc cconomy. Prime Minister Pavlov said the strikes werc lcading to dwindling
fucl supplics and were pummeling the steel and auto industrics. IIc said Soviet
intlustry was only getting 220 000 of the 340 000 tons of coal nccdcd to keep the
counlry's enterprises running. 'If the strikes continue, even to the slightest degree,'
l'avkrv said on the state television, 'then we can say now that all of us, including the

mincrs, will have to work for several years to repair the damage.' [Ie said that he

would start serious negotiations with the miners if they dropped their political
dcmands. Duringthe 1989 strikes, Gorbachev saidthatthe workerswere showingfor
thc first time their sense of empowerment and were engaging in a revolution 'from
bekrw' to match his own revolution from above. He succeeded, if temporarily, in
cnding the strikes. Very briefly, workers in the mining regions did get slightly better
tood supplies, but soon they found themselves back where they had started. Coal
miners, compared with other workers, are relatively well paid, but they work in
horre ndousconditions. [n 1989, itwasonly the miners in Vorkuta in northern Russia
who combined radical political demands with their economic demands. But now,
miners from Sakhalin to the Polish border have become insistent on the need for
radical change. The political pressure on the government promises to grow when
across-the-board price increases on food and consumer goods go into effect April 2.
'I'he government has announced compensation measures, but most analysts say the
measures will do little to offset the impact of the increases. "(International [Ierald
T'ribune 26.03.91)

"A Soviet deputy coal minister, Yegor Krol, arrived yesterday in Donetsk, capital of
the coal-producingregionDonbas, fortalkswith strike leaders, as a stoppage spread
slowly to take in about a quarter of the country's mines, writes John Lloyd in
Moscow. On Sunday night, Mikhail Schadov, the coal industry minister, said the
losses from the strike so far stood at 3m tonnes of coal worth Rbs250m, of which
Rbs60m had been earmarked for wages. He repeated the government's view that it
could not negotiate while the striker's main demands remain political. The strike
committee at Rostov-on-Don, in the Ukraine, said yesterday its political demands
- including the resignation of Gorbachev - might be dropped if talks on the wage and
social demands beganwith prime minister Pavlov. "(Financial Times 26.03.91)
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"strike leaders in Kusbass and Donbass, the big coal fields in Siberia and the

Ukraine, think that the government is trying to mobilise scabs and have the peoplo

to dissociate itself from the strike. 'We will not return to work. The attempts of the

government are in vain' says Alexander Aslandini, leader of the strike committee in
kusbass.. ... Aslandini tells that a commission sent by prime minister Pavlov now is

in Kemerovo, but that there have been no meetings between the parties. 'All we

know is that they are searching for scabs', he says. Strike leaders think that a struggle

for the supportof the publicisgoingon....60 minesin Donbass are closed.InKusbass
50 mines are closed, and also other places the mines are not operating. The strike is

hittingthe metalurgical industry most. Factorymanagers andworkers appearon TV
and complain about reduced stocks and problems with heating. But also other
sectors which needs coal in their production are affected by the strike. "(Arbeiderbladet

26.03.eL)

"The Soviet Parliament, the Supreme Soviet, yesterday passed a resolution which

instructs the striking coal miners in the Ukraine and Siberia to return to work. Only
after two months will the miners be in a position to resume the strike, says the

resolution. A motion to place a total strike ban, was however rejected. Immediately
after the motion passed by the Supreme Soviet was known, spokesmen for the

miners made it clear that a return toworkwas underno circumstances anissue. One

of the leaders of the miners in Donbass, Nikolaj Volynko said yesterday that the

Donbass miners had not consulted the Supreme Soviet before they started the

strike. Neither had the Supreme Soviet consulted the miners before it passed its
resolution. The only way to supress the strike is through the use of violence. If the

Kremlin attempts at this, we will see what our reply will be, he said. Another
spokesman for the strikers said that they would immediately spread the actions if
Yeltzin on Thursday looses his position as president of the Russian parliament.
" (Afte npo st en 27 .03 .9 1)

"The majority of the striking miners in the Kusbass mines have abandoned their
economical demands because they have understood that their hope of a decent life
is only possible through a democratic reform, says a statement from the workers
council in Kusbass. "(Klassekampen 02.04.91)

"Other industries have begun following the miners' lead. Last week the country's
metal workers called for a wage increase of 100 %o andvoic*d their support for the

miners' political demands. Work at the Soviet Union's biggest machine maker,
Uralmash, was halted by a two-hour warning strike. "(Newsreek No. 14191)

"The republic is suffering under serious political struggles because of the coal
miners' strike. Most coal miners support Yeltsin and are critical to the communist

6changes 66/67 19

party. Yesterday Gorbachev was to meet the coal miners in an attempt to end the

strike which is threatening to close the heavy industry. But the end of this month-
long strike didn't seem close after radical miners said they would not meet Gorbachev
because hewasnotwillingto discusspoliticaldemands, includingtheirdemand that
he must resign. Approximately 300 000 miners have downed tools and closed around
two thirds of the country's mines. Gorbachev has with reference to the constitution
rejected the workers' demand that he and the Soviet government must resign. Prime
Minister Pavlov, said the miners demand of 150 Towage riseswould cost 13 million
Rubles, but he was willing to considerwage increases linked to a productivity rise.
This was immediately rejected by the strike leaders. "(Aftenposten 04.04.91)

"Now, in the winter of 1991, times are different. The striking miners tells that the
mass meetings are a thing of the past. Now, elected representatives makes the
decisions. But the permanent strike committees have existed since 1989 and this has

faciliated the spreading of the strike. ... The leaders of the official trade union urged
the strikers to return to work, and the miners says that the whole state apparatus
have been used to distort their case. Telephone connections have been broken so

that the different districts have not been able to co-ordinate themselves. The mass

media have spread lies. In an appeal the strikers write: 'The only possible solution
is to rally all healthy forces in society around a government that has the confidence
of the people. Under these circumstances the Inter-regional co-operation council of
delegates from workers' strike committees from the coal districts of the country was
formed.' (Arbetaren 05.04.9 1)

"The strike wave in the Soviet Union spreads beyond the ranks of the miners and
undermine both the economy and the government. Yesterday most enterprises in
Minsk, capital of Byelorussia, stood idle. The reason was that the workers had met
to a gigantic mass meeting in the square down town. There they demanded the same
wage increases that Pavlov had promised the miners Wednesday. The compromise
between the miners and the government resembles most of all a capitulation from
the side of the government. The government promises that the miners'wages shall
gradually be doubled before the end of this year. Also the pensions payments shall
be higher, and further state funds shall be used on housing and social services in the
mining districts. The problem is that money simply doesn't exist to meet the
promises. "(Aftenposten 05.04.9 1)

"In Minsk 10 000 auto workers demonstrated against the price hikes, demanding
new elections. In Siberia and Ukraine, 300 000 coal miners extended a five-week-old
strike that threatensto cripple key industries, rejecting Gorbachev'soffer to double
their pay. ...Labor troubles in the coal mines have spread to timber-producing
enterprises in the forreststo the north and east of Khabarovsk. "(Newsweek No. 15/
e1)
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,,LJnrest among Soviet workers have spread from the coal fieldc to the oil and heavy

industries. ... iVorkers at the big Lieutenant Shmidt factory in Baku, capital of
Aserbaidsjan, have also downed tools. They produces 60 per cent of the country's oil
drilling equipment. Now they demand higher wages and the removal of the communist-

leadg-overnment. According to the localjournalistNazim Ragimov the workershave

receiied the support of the enterprise's director.... Dock workers in Baku and

workers at another factory producing oil drilling equipment have said that they will
go on strike from tomorrow, according to Ragimov. Independe_n_t Soviet news

igencies have also reported about growing protests from workers. Many industrial

w"orkers have said they will follow the 300 000 miners who are on strike and many of
them will demand the resignation of Gorbachev. The coal miners' strike has started

on its sixth week and there are no signs of any solution. Official estimates show that

the strike has imposed on the Soviet Union losses of seven million tons of coal, four

million from the 
-big 

coal fields in Kuzbass alone. The steelworks receive only 35 per

cent of the coal needed to their furnaces. The strike leader Aslanidi has said that
yeltsin has the morale and political authority needed to get the strikers back to

work, at least for a while. "(Aftenposten 07.04.91)

"The pro-Yeltsin wing at the Russian congress appears to have been encouraged by

the apiiarent inability of the federal,government to control growing labor unrest.

aroun-a a quarter of the country's 1.2 million coal miners are already on strike, and

there werJ signs over the last week that the protests muld be spreading to other

sectors of theiconomy because ofpopular discontent over sharp price increases. In
addition to standard economic demands, many of the strikers are calling for the

resignationof the centralgovernment. Workers at a big heavy machineryplant in the

Azerbaijani capital, Baku, stopped work Saturday, and local journalists said that

post woikers were threatening to ioin the strike on Monday. [n Byelorussia, which

iras a reputation as a conservative stronghold, attempts are underway to organize a

general strike starting Wednesday. The labor turmoil was cited by Yeltsin in his

ipeech to the Russian parliament as a reason to grant him special powers' The

Iiussian leader is the one politician in the country who could probably persuade the

miners to go back to work. At a press conference Friday, he said he would not exclude

a direct appeal if the situation worsened. "(International Herald Tribune 08'04.91)

"President Gorbachev yesterday asked his parliament to grant him permission to

ban all demonstrations during working hours and the organisation of strikes

throughout the Soviet Union. "(Aftenposten 10.04.91)

"As a direct reply to Gorbachev's initiative to ban strikes for the rest of the year, the

strikes were eitended yesterday. In the mining centre Kemerovo the bus drivers
joined the strikers and in Byelorussian capital Minsk there were strikes at all larger
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enterprises. Production also stopped in some other Byelorussian towns, among

them at the truck factory in Zjodino. "(Aftenposten 11.04.91)

"New strikes started on Thursday around in Byelorussia, where the capital Minsk
already on Wednesday was crippled by a big strike. On Thursday also, tens of
thousandsof strikers assembled inthe centre of the town, and according to the news

agency Interfax strike committeeswere created at 82 enterprises in Minsk. Workers
were said to be on strike in many other Byelorussian towns. Later on Thursday the

news agency lnterfax reported that the strikers had decided to end the strikes. The
decision was made after the local government had agreed to discuss with representatives

of the strikers. A spokesman for the strikers said on telephone from Minsk that the

strike was ended 'temporarily' and that the meeting in Minsk was finished. [n
Donetsk in the Ukraine striking miners assembled for new meetings under the
catchword'Downwith the powerbureaucrats'. Their strikingcomrades in the mines
in Vorkuta far in the north called on all Soviet workers to join in a 'solidarity strike'
on 17. April, DPA reports. At the same time it is reported that the miners on the
island Schakalin have also joined the strike. The workers'discontent are over both
the acute lack of food, the dramatic price increases on food and other basic
comodities and the governments' politics in general.... The official Soviet trade
union movement have also joined fue choir of protests. The vice president of the
Soviet trade union federation Michail Nagitsev said on Thursday that the official
unions would organise 'a warning strike' at the Red Square in Moscow on the 1st

May if the government had till then not agreed to start wage negotiations.... In the
republic of Georgia, which claimed independence Tuesday, strikes also erupted,
Reuter reports. But those strikes started with the support of president Zviad
Gamsachurdias and the nationalist government and was a part of the struggle
between Georgia and the Soviet central power in the Kremlin. Traffic on the
railroadconnectingthe industrialtownsof Russiawith the BlackSeawascompletely
closed Thursday. In the capital Tiblisi workers at a metal factory controlled by
Moscow joined the strike, and from other enterprises reports came that strikeswere
planned.In Kutaisi approximately 10 000 auto workerswere said to strike. "(G<iteborgs-

posten 12.04.91)

"The demonstrations in Minsk on Thursday were guarded by Soviet interior troops,
who however did not interuene. The number of dernonstrators was said to be

substantially higher than the 150 000 who assembled in the centre of the town on
Wednesday.... Acrording to Interfax all 103 mines in Kuzbass in western Siberia
struckonThursday....Inthe republicGeorgia railwayworkers are on strike and port
workers are tought to follow soon. ... Later on Thursday it was reported that all rail
traffic in Georgia stood still.... In the auto producing town Samara at Wolga the
electricians went on strike and declined to repair the damaged electricity cables in
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the house where the towngovernment are.'Letthem sit in the dark'wasthe message

from the electricians. "(Dagens Industri 12.04.91)

"After the price increases in the beginning of April, a big strike wave sweeps across

all of Russia, Byelorussia and the Ukraine. [n recent weeks strikes have occured in
a very large number of towns. The strikes have started with demands for economical

compensitions for the price increases. But rapidly they have taken on a political
charicter. Developements in Minsk and Byelorussia are the most telling examples

of the completely new situation that has arisen. The protests started on April3rd in
Minskwhenworkers at the fourlargestenterprises spontaneouslywenton strike and

demanded compensation for the price increases. The following week the strikes

spread like fires, not only in Minsk but throughout Byelorussia. On April 10th 62

enterprises in Minsk participated and factories in the towns Brest, Soligorsk,

Borysow, zodino, Homel and several other towns had joined the strike which now

had taken on a clearly political character. Demands in Byelorussia are not only over

wage compensations, but the resignation of Gorbachev and the Soviet government

as well as a total political revolution in Byelorussia. Demands from the East

European revolution 1989-90 are repeated, inclusive the demand for'round table

negotlations' and new democratic elections. The strikes in Byelorussia are stopped
since Thursday after promises of negotiations, but a countrywide coordination
committee has already been created and the threath of a big strike in all of
Byelorussia on April20th still remains. It is difficult to describe what is now going

on in Byelorussia as anything other than the beginning of a political revolution. The
hundreds of thousands miners in Siberia and the Ukraine who are still on strike have

thus at last got powerful allies. Developments in Byelorussia the last week can any

time become a pattern for workers and the political opposition in the Ukraine or in
Russia. "(Griteborgs-posten 14.04.91)

"The government newspaper Izvestija writes on Saturday that coal production has

decreased by 82 per cent since the minerswent on strike on the 1. March.... A strike
committee in the capitalof the Ukraine, Kiev, have called a one day strike in support
of the miners on Tuesday reports the paper Nezavisimaja Gazeta. '[t can function
as a preparation for a general political mass strike in the Ukraine,' says lronid
Kovaltsjuk, memberof the strike committee. Sympathy strikesoccursin otherparts
of the country. Metall workers and miners in Tsjeljabinsk in the Urals threathens
with a strike if their wage demands are not met." (Gdteborgsposten 14.04.91)

"The Soviet parliamentyesterday preliminarily supported a law banning all political
strikes. But there are not many signsthat the lawwillbe able to stopthe strikeswhich
are threathening to cripple the Soviet economy.... In the Town Kursk south of
Moscow the miners went on strike for the first time yesterday. In Sverdlovsk, the
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home town of Yeltsin, the trade unions have called for a two hour strike tomorrow
in support of the miners. ...The Sovietgovernment claims that the current strikes are

illegal, according to a law passed two years ago. The miners are of the opinion that
this law is of no relevance for them, further they have turned down an offer of a 100

per cent wage increase and ignores all requests to return to work. According to Tass
the strikes have already led to several hundreds of millions Rubles losses. [n
Georgia, which declared its independence 9 April, president Gamsakhurdia issued
an order to the country's government to support strikes as a step in the work to claim
the re public's inde pendence. " (Afte npo sten 17 .0 4,9 1)

"Russian trade union leaders said yesterday that millions of people all over the
republic are supposed to participate in a one hour strike on 26 April. The planned
strike is a protest againstthe attemptof Gorbachev to ban strikes and hisopposition
to the development of independent economical politics in the secessionist republics.
'The ruling circles deceive the people and force us to tighten our belts at the same

time as they speak of gradual economic reforms. But our patience is almost at its
end', said Igor Klotsjkov, the leader of the big Federation of independent Russian
trade unions with 60 million members, to the Russian Parliament. The trade union
opposes the planned strike ban and supports the demand from many of the 300 000
strikingcoalminers that Gorbachev and the Sovietgovernment must resign and that
the wages shall be augmented. "(Aftenposten 19.04.91)

"Striking coal miners in Ukraine have decided to resume work after the Ukrainian
government has accepted their wage demands, an Ukrainian journalist told yesterday.

That was the latest in a string of agreements between the striking miners and local
governments which have by-passed the oentral government. In Russia the government
prepares to take over all mines situated within the boundaries of the republic. The
two sides in the miners'strike in the Ukraine have signed an agreement ending the
seven week strike and the workers will return to work today. Interfax reported that
the miners had won support for an index regulation of wages, restricted to wage
increases of 100 to 150 Tobecause of the republic's difficult economical situation."
(Afte nposten 20.04.9 1)

"Gradually the strikes have spread to other sectors. Before the weekend the
independent trade union federation in Russia tried to flex its muscles through
calling for a one hour strike. According to its own claims, this movement has 60
million members. The chairman Igor Klotjkov thinks that several million will
participate in the protest strike next Friday. At the moment more than 300 000
miners in more than 230 mines participate in the strike. ... In one of the Soviet
Union's biggest coal mines, situated in the Kemerovo district in Siberia, work was
resumed last Thursday after the mine was placed under Russian jurisdiction."
(Afte npo ste n 22.0 4.9 l)
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ON THE 1989 AND 1990 MINERS STRIKES

From Daad en Gedachte 8/90:

Some time ago we published in Echanges an article concerning the situation in the
USSR characterised by the word "perestroika". ('Whom or what does Gorbachev
represent and what's the meaning of perestroika?' - Echanges 57.) We tried to
explain that the word "democracy" always used by Gorbachev and his colleagues has

nothing to do with a workers democracy and that the class struggle which has existed

within Russian state capitalism since 1917 would only become more important.
From the time these articles were written until now important strikes have broken
out in the Siberian coal mines, in south Russia and in the far north near the Arctic
Ocean. They showed clearly the class differences in the supposed classless Soviet
State where we see the same contradictions of interest between the working class

and the ruling class as everywhere else.

During summer 1989, after an important strike movement, the Russian miners
resumedworkafter "sincere" promises to improve theirsituation. The strikesbegan
again after some months because promises were still promises. The government
tried to stop them with a High Court ruling ordering to end the strike, but the miners
declared publicly that they did not in the least care about such judical decisions. We
did notlearnhow these laststrikesendedbecause informationwasveryscarce.Itwas
nevertheless apparent that the Russian miners were both very cautious and very
militant. That was evident when in mid-July 1990 miners of all Russian coal fields
stopped work at the same time; this time workers in other industries went on strike
too.

But it was only a type of warning strike lasting 24 hours. According to the papers it
had a political character and was prepared in concertation with the "democratic
movement". [ts two demands were: the resignation of the government and an end
to the power of the communist party.

These demands and certain others were indeed at first sight political but we can
question the first reports of the movement given by journalists and doubt if they are

accurate and not superficial. Reading between the lines one sometimes gets different
details and reaches the conclusion that these political demands were not expressed
by rank and file workers, but by workers not speaking directly in their capacity of
workers but for some political current with which they had contacts or were active
members of.

Our opinion comes of course from our experience related to the workers activity.
Butit hasanotherbasis too.We thinkwe have to beverycautiousabout the tendency
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of certain membersof the intelligentsia to attach political aimsto workers'struggles.
Somethinglike thathappenedduringthe strikewaveof the summerof '89.InAugust
a Californian radio stationbroadcast a direct programme by telephone: a journalist
of "Against The Current" interviewing the Russian writer Boris Kagarlitsky. This
writer was just returning to Moscow from a visit to one of the striking coal fields.
Kagarlitslryisone of the toppersonsinthe Russian"democraticmovement" andcan
be characterised as a political head or a politician. Which means that he considered
the workers movement frorn a political point of view. What he said about the
political aspects of the strikeswasnot at all surprising. On one hand he showed very
clearlythe politicalcharacterof the strike movement;buteverytime he talked about
the political aspects, he was talking only of the power of the workers in struggle
practically counterbalancing the power of the party and of the bureaucracy. In our
opinion, such a fact is of a social not a political importance.

Kagarlitsky then declared then that most of the miners' demands were purely
economic ones; they asked for wage rises, the improvement of working conditions
and for more safety. It is true that Kagarlitsky added that the striking miners had
political demands too, but he considered as political such demands as the legal
recognition of the rightto strike and the officialrecognitionof the strike committees
which were the legitimate workers' representation. [n our opinion, such demands
cannot be characterised as political; they. are the direct consequence of a social
struggle. Ans:wering a question from the American journalist, Kagarlitsky recognised
that the miners'demandshadno politicalcharacter;buthe explained that amongthe
members of the strike committees were some local civil servant observers without
the right tovote butwho neverthelesscould give theiropinions. From this interview
published by "Against The Current" (Jan-Feb 1990) we have quoted only what we
thought important and essential for the understanding ofthe recent strikes and of
the actual position of all the workers.

Gorbachev declared that these latest strikes were "the action of hooligans" and
according to him they are not very important. [t is a reaction typical in such
circumstances from any member of the ruling class in any country. Once again these
words underlines the fact that Gorbachev belongs to the ruling class; not to the
conservative section of this class but to today's slightly more progressive section.
Those who see a politicalcharacterin these strikesbelongto a more progressive part
of the rulingclasswhichtries to use the miners'strike fortheirown politicalpurpose.
As in the past in Western Europe, a certain fraction of the bourgeoisie considers the
workers struggle with a certain apparent sympathy in so far as it is directed against
their conservative opponentsr Of course such a situation does not at all mean that
their classcharacter is modified even though they maychange the label stucon their
"modern" tendency.
CB



26 6changes 56/6?

RUSSIAI\ MINERS ON STRIKB AGAIN

Flom l)aad en Gedachte 4/91:

For the third time in more than two years,the miners of the most important coal

fields are again on strike. Miners in the Kazakstan and of the Donetzk in Ukraina
were amongthe firstto stopworkonFriday,lstMarch 199l.Ifwebelieve the earliest

information, they are protest strikeslaunchedby the independent unionbuiltduring
the 24hour strikes in 1989. According to this news the miners did something other
than what this union asked them to do. One week later, work had not resumed and

the strike had spread to the coal fieldsof Vorkuta and Inta inthe north of Ural. Two

weekslaterthe minesof the Moscowcoalfield (nearTula) andof some other mines

in Ukraina joined the strike. One day before, the newspapers had written that the

union had asked the miners to resume work because the "strikes were threatening

the Russian economy". The strikers were not at all impressed by this prospect.

Neither was their strike committee, so we can draw the conclusion that this strike

committee was controlled by the rank and file and not by the union.

As these lines are beeing written the strike has already lasted for three weeks and

300.000 miners are struggling. Their action is causing serious problems to the

Russian government and to the managers; not only because coal deliveries to

steelworks have stopped but because strikes on such a scale are a threat f,or the

regime.

After 24 days of strike, prime minister Valentin Pavlov made a dramatic call to the

strikerson TV; he said they have to thinkabove allof the interestsof the country and

of the economy. "The government" said Pavlov "without doubt understands the

miners, the government knows very well that the working conditions are far from
beeing ideal and it knows too that this work is hard. But there are so many other
places too where the work is hard and such circumstances constitute no reason to
complain." Pavlov also said that the government was ready to negotiate with the

miners but only on one condition: that they cancel their ultimatum to the government

and that they stop the pressure of their strike. But the miners did not see why they
should remove their only weapon, their strike. They didn't trust the words of the

government. This bitter experience had been taught them by the government itself.
After all, it was the third time they had been told the same thing and their present
struggle was effective because the government had not kept its promises. None of
these past promises from Moscow had been fulfilled and this time they were asking

notonly forthe same things again,butalso for the resignationof Gorbachev, the only
one held responsible for this failure.

It is this last demand which led to the conclusion that thiswas a political strike. We
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strongly doubt the rightness of this characterisation. [n the history of the working
class, political strikes are very rare, almost nonexistent. Workers all over the world
fight for their direct interests. In practice their demands are directly linked to the
material conditions of their lives, like wages, working time, work pressure or living
conditions. Workers knows perfectly well that politics is a matter for the ruling class,

discussed and regulated between its various factions. It is difficult to believe these

matters are different for the Russian workers. When the miners were on strike,
Gorbachev organised a referendum in Russia and the miners declared that they
considered their strike to be far more important than this referendum.

The supporters of Boris Yeltsin, the political adversary to Gorbachev or better his
political competitor, tried to use the miners' strike to push their political prospects.
But this situation says nothing about the actual characterof the miners'strike. Their
demand for the dismissal of Gorbachev means not at all that they support Yeltsin's
policy or that they despise Gorbachev's policy. They are against him not because
they are against his policy but because he has not kept his promises.

That promises had not been kept is not at all extraordinary. When 18 months ago a
large part of the Russian working class went on strike, the Russian ruling class had
no other possibility than to use the old traditional method always used by the
capitalist class in any country in such a situation. For the Russian government what
was important was the resumption of work and not at all the improvement of the
miners' situation. The strike had to stop by any means as quickly as possible and for
this reason concessions had to be made,which apparentlywere important but which
in fact were nothing. The third Russian miners' strike was not at all an isolated
phenomena. Class conflicts in Russia are spreading and it is evident that social
development in this country has come to a point where the class contradictions are
clearly visible, are becoming part of everyday life; this characterisitic of western
capitalism is coming to be a characteristic also of the eastern branch of capitalism.

Somethingelse deserves allourattention.Itisthe attitude of the independent union
founded 18 months ago during the miners strike because of the miners'distrust of
the officialunion.We canassume thatthe newunion isgoingto followthe same path
as that of many dissident unions in the West. Many and various experiences show
that the unions always behave like other unions even when they are set up for other
purposes and apparently act differently at their very outset. It is one of the lessons
the workers movement in the West has taught us. What we see currently in Russia
suggests that the new Russian union is going the same way. The new union told the
miners to strike only for 24 hours. The workers saw matters differently. The gap
between the minersand "their"organisationwhich developed at this pointwaseven
bigger and more clearwhen one week later, the new union called the miners back to
work. In Russia as in Western Europe workers have to take their interests in their
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ownhands andthisisone of the reasonswhythe Russiangovernmentconsidersitself
to be more threatened by this strike than by the previous ones. (1)
CB

(1) Note by Echanges: About the development of the official unions in the USSR

towards an intermediary between workers and government, see some material in
Echanges 63 p.36 and 64 p.7.

BULGARIA

THE EVENTS IN BULGARIA
(The following article was written by a Bulgarian comrade in mid-December'90 on

request from Echanges.)

One cannot talk about current events here without at the same time mentioning the

entire situation in the Eastern European countries. But it is impossible to develop
all these problems in such a short article: the question is so vast, important,
contradictory and uncertain. I think it deserves study, confrontation, discussion.

Here I shall consider only a few brief views on the present situation in Bulgaria.
Bulgariawasone of the lastcountriesof the East to try to free itself of its totalitarian
regime and so to escape Moscow domination. It is also a country where 'democracy'
went as far as possible (perhaps with the exeption of Romania and Albania where
we don't know exactly what is happening). Its last government, dismissed one week
ago, was composed totally of communist members. The communist party with the

new name of socialist party, got the majority in the last June elections and still has

the majority in the National Assembly. Since the fall of communist party leader
Todor Zivkov in November'89, not much has changed, except for freedom of the
press, for assosiations and political parties and in the right to hold demonstrations.
Butthave the feelingthateventhese'liberties'areorientatedbythe menof the party
because all administration mainly in the small towns, in the country is still in the
hands of the former power. The repressive apparatus, mainly the D.S. (State

Security), i.e. the political police is still in the same position and still exert considerable

pressure.

Currently the situation could be described by three catastrophies.
-- The first is economical. Industrial production is rarely above307o of what it was.

The amount of unpaid debts to Bulgaria is so huge that no new credit can be allowed.
(The debt to Bulgaria is mainly composed of credits and weaponry to the Middle
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East andAfrican countries and theywillneverbe repaid). But the most seriousis the
food situation bringing the country to the verge of famine. This is the first thing that
surprises not only the Bulgarian people but most observers; daily life isvery difficult.
How to explain such a situation? - when we know that Bulgaria is mainly an
agricultural country, that even during the last war the country escaped famine and
that this year the hanest was relatively good. It is mainly disorganisation, the lack
of initiatives, of transport; the economy was so centralised and directed, organised
by the State, thateverythingis paralysedwhenno order comes from the top. We have
to add that the old system was always on the edge of bankrupcy but always supported
by grants - a situation concealed by false data. t think that there is a deliberate push
to aggravate the situation because the party still has control of the political and
economical administration. There is also a deliberate poliry to starve the towns
because the first attempts to shake up party power came from the towns and because
the country is still in the hands of the party men. This winter is particularly hard
because of the shortage of food and energy. Even some helpcoming from abroad (at
a very low level for the time being) will not solve the problem (in USSR one million
metric tons of food aid is still blocked in the airports and the rail stations).
-- The second point is a political catastrophy. The ex-communist party, now socialist
party, has cleverly manipulated the situation opening up 'freedom of speech' but
keeping most of it's power and privileges. During 45 years of an uncontrolled reign,
the party has accumulated errors, tragic responsibilities, monstrous crimes, etc. But
the opposition (17 political groups are united in a cartel - the Union of Democratic
Forces) ismore than disappointing.Naivety,lackof politicalexperience (since 1937,
Bulgaria had no political life)... We have to add that most of the new opponents are
former members of the communist party and were profiteers of the former regime.
Prison or camp survivors are pushed aside; very few from the period before 1944.
One example: the new president of the RepublicJelio Jelev, elected by the Parliament
after a lot of manipulation and after the communist majority had barred the road to
precidency of a true social democrat resistant, has imposed as vice president a
general, former interior minister. (Sofia students tried to get his dismissal or
resignation through demonstrations and riots). Another example: as soon as an
opposition leader tries to pursue an independent path, he is immediately pushed
aside by a defamatory campaign (for instance accused of having been a police
informer) aswas Peter Beron. But in a totalitarian regime which held power for half
a century, every citizen (mainly civil servants) was willy nilly collaborating with the
ruling power. At the same time the real people responsible for the catastrophic
situation of Bulgaria, the real criminals, cannot be traced. On the contrary, the men
of the former rulingclass and of the Nomenklatura have had all this time to preserve
their privileges. Some have made a u-turn and are shouting louder than theiivictims
in advocating democracy and liberty. On the other hand, the only ones able to cope
with administration, science, technology and the economy are those formed by and
who have worked with the former regime. Those most exposed have prefered to go



30 6changes 66/67

abroad because they had had the time to fill some foreign account. A lot are to get

early retirement and could finish their dirty lives as peaceful pensioners, neighbours

to their formervictims. For most of the population not much has changed;they are

still queuing for a piece of bread.

Constant fear hasgone, but threat and uncertainty are still there. Recently another

general, responsible for State Security, declared in front of all his subordinates: "We

f,ave taken power with blood, we will not leave it without blood". The Bulgarian

people is very traurnatised and exhausted by years and years of a tyrannical and

bloody regime and haunted by the spectre of new violence.
-- Td thiid point is an ideological and psychological catastrophy. I think that the

most serioui catastrophy fies there. Generations have been educated with and

sacrified for the hope of a marvelloustomorrow,forthe buildingof a just society, for
a better human life. All that is completely crumbling in ruins' Disarray in the head

is more disturbing than hunger in the belly. The majority of the population no longer

believe in anything, exhausted by the daily struggle for a minimum survival, disorientated

even moreby a politicallifewithso manycontradictoryopinions. Onthe economical

side, it is estimated that more than ten yearswill be needed to get back to a 'normal'

life (which normal?). On the ideological side how many years will be needed -

generations? Some prefer not to wait; the most frustrated or the most ambitious are

ieaving the country. In one year more than 100.000 (out of 9 million), mainly young

and educated people, have left the country.

What can one thinkwhen considering such a black picture? Firstly not to have any

regret for the former East European regimes. More than that the pleasure at last to

be witnessing the end of the most despotic and inhuman regimeswhich has reigned

in one third of the world for more than half a century. For another third of the world,

itwas an example and brought a'scientific' justification for the tyrany of a 'one party

system' and blocked human evolution all over the world. Its collapse means a new

development of the idea of socialjustice and socialism. Everythingisbetter bacause

now everything is possible, after this'glacialperiod' in the middle of the 20th century,

an epochof silence and death. karning to live in a free political life, in freedom, is

not that easy but it is a necessity. We have to be optimistic and if possible, to be

present.

In Bulgaria, some aspects are positive. The change of regime was the result of a
palace revolution which contained the hope that in removing some of the most

corrupt individuals the essential privileges could be kept. Young people and

studentstook thisopportunityto tryto destroyallof the old regime.Itis stillstanding
but its foundations are undermined, its walls are cracked.
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Students are no longer alone. An independent workers union 'Podkrepa'has been

formed. Even the old union movement closely linked to the party is trying to pursue

an independent path. These two movements have organised a general strike, the

first since 1932, and the communist government was obliged to give way. More than

1 million workers on strike (out of 9 million inhabitants) - it is something never seen

eadier in Bulgaria. The independent union 'Podkrepa' has beencxcluded from the

opposition caiel because it has proclaimed its solidarity with a violent demonstration

ani is snowing its strenght. Again the young people, at first disoriented by inaction,

by the endless empty discussions between opposition and former communist party

members, started niw demonstrations. Even with their claims that their power was

'legal' because 'regularly' elected, the ex-communists were obliged to give way.

CJuncil elections are more or less planned next Spring and a lot of people hope to

remove all party members still ruling the country. Everybody feels apparently more

free now to speak out and to write in the papers. The latest news is of an ecologist

being the new leader of the government (the ecological problem is very serious in

Bulgaria).

Dimitrov L7ll2l90

Remarks by a Norwegian comrade:

I found the;rticle very interesting even ifits approach and concerns and account of
events is different from what you normally find in Echanges - or maybe precisely

because ofthis.
I would personally have adopted another approach if trying to pass on some

information abouiand/or analyse Bulgaria. This is partly caused by the simple fact

of notbeing Bulgarian having experienced this particular kind of repressive regime.

Butwhat I also would have liked to see in the pages of Echangeswas an account not

only of the misery of the people and its thoughts, the country's economic problems,

the political manipulations, the demonstrations, etc., bUt also of the class struggle

that toppled the regime and the struggle afterwards and the real meaning of this

struggle. This would also involve an evaluation of the new 'independent' union

Podkiepa (as well as the reorganised and larger earlier official union federation)

and its attiiudes towards strikes (not only the 'general strikes' mentioned in the

article), privatisation etc. The last part of the article couldimplie a positive attitude

to the Podkrepa - my own judgement would anyway be different and maybe some

time it will be time to return to that. 
RH 5/91
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Letter from comrades in Seattle:
TIIE GULF WAR. AI\D THE SITUATION IN THE US

The following letter was written this Spring by comrades from Seattle after the end

of the war in the Gulf. An earlier letler by another comrade was published in
Echanges 65 p.21" On the Gulf war, see also the journal 'Gulf Crisis Weekly' in the

UK section in this Echanges.

Even before the start of the alr war, the crlsis ln the Perstan Culf relnvlsor-
ated many dlscuss:ions and crltlcisms of Amerlean soclety, capltallsm ln general and

even modem lnduscrlal c1v1l1zatlon. Thls may be posltlve; 1t ls tuposslble to say
for certaln at thls rlme. These dlscusslons nay slnply be absorbed lnto the P1ura11st
pollt1ca1 cl.rcus or may lead to real onSolng thought and social actlon. Dlscusslon
has opened up partly because nany people who never pere before involved have becooe
active ln the opposltlon. But the dead hand of the bureaucraclc left 1s st1ll very
evident. Unfortunaterly, a great deal of the organlzed ant!-war actlvlEy has been dom

tnated by nalnstream, convenilonal left-llberal md authorltarlan-bureaucrstlc Poll-
tlcal actlvlsts. Many of them are 1n love wlth the most modern buslness and politlcal
technlques and have been'applylng thm to the opposltlonal moveruent.

llany of lhe lefrlsis have had a lot of practice ln prevlous oPPositLon to us

pollcles regardlng E1 Salvador, Nlcaragua, etc., which they have ofEen linked wlth
pub11c-relailons cmpalgns ln favor cf the Salvadoran rebel FMLN and the Sandinlstas.
They have brought thelr experlences wlth a vengeace lnEo the new Eovement by demand-

1ng compronlse ulth t'he status-quo ldeologv and calling for protest wlthln the confext
of peaceful obedlence to the authorlfles, so as to 8a1n lhelr respect. Hany urge
"working through the systeE." They aell us we must put pressure on alected rePresen-
tatlves 1n Washingion, lncludlng both the Congress and the preslden!; we must.-e1ecL
better representatlves 1n the next Rrtional electlons, whlch wl1I nor be held unt11
Novmber of 1992. anci whlctr are obvlously oPen to all sorts of medla md other po11-

tlcal manlpulations. They urge that we "support our troops," not hurt thelr feellngs
by crlrlclzl[g the job they do, and that we should express patrlotlsm wh1le crlrlclzlnr'
government policy. we musl prove thaE we deserve to be llstened to by obeylng the
rules of 1aw and order, and by resPecting the police. As stranBe as lt may sem to yl)tr

in present-day Europe, the tradlttonsof the comunlst party have not been totally dls
credlted mong a large fart ol the Us left' Many still long for a 1930s-type of
popular front poliilcs slnllar to the i.dealized version, Put foruilrd by so many comurr
1sts, whlch involves hamcny and consensus between all sorts of left and liberal
SrouPS.

The split ln the US ru11ng class and even status-quo lnscitutions goes very deep.

A nwber of locaj potlticians in many clties and toms have openly opposed the war.
the City Counc:l1 and Lhe nayor of Seattle cme out in favor of negotiations and sanc-
Elons, and againsi millcary lnteruention. The clty po11ce uere lnsrructed to treat
vllh consideraClon tkose denonstrators who engage iu Certaln approved forms of Protest.
thls baslcatly neanE that those who chose to passlvely slt or 1le ln the way cf feder-
a1 government wcrker-s trylng to go to work or held peace rallles or trled to block
trafflc in the CoLmlolT area were generally treated vith respecC, genlly asked to move,

or Bently carried out of lhe stream of trafflc. Some leitlscs and left-liberaLs have

been very enthusiastlc about thls cooperarlon and consideration. This klnd of police
behavlor has also o':curred ln sone other parEs of Ehe US; bul, in mosf, places the po-
11ce have re:a1ned thelr usual brutal ways. Ard here in Seattle those who dared Eo

engage ln unauthorlzed f oms of protest, suctr as trying to block i-he hlghways. wer"e

treated rather Eore aarshlY.
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Ontheotherhand,lheBushadmlnlsrraclonandmostofthemedlahavemadeagreat
artempttoconvlncethePoPulationth;lEtherehasbeennorealopposltlontothemlli-
taryincurslon.Bushhas",e.gl'enanmberofspeeeheslnwhlchhehasslmplyanci
boldly stated that there was no opposlrlon at all-ldesPlte masslve nmbers of people

in the streets, uc chu.ch.u,,r.",.against che war anrl all sorts of lectures and dis-

cusslon:grcups, vigl1s, erc' Althouth opinlon polls indicaEed tha:.an overvhelning

najorltv, ranging fron 7i io 95 pe..!tt of the poptlaElon' supported the presldentts

war pol1cy, there are many good reasons Eo doubt the accuracy of these polls and to be-

lleve that the propor!io.'oi Ch" populatlon which, for varj-ous reasons, opposed the

uar uas substantlal. These po11s generally lnteniewed a very smalL nmber of People,
usually only abouf a thousand aE a t1me. They generallzed fron the resDonses o[
ther responses of these people based on thelr job, incme, rellgious, raclal, and other
classlflcatlons, But 1n thls crisls very many PeopLe clearly departed fro- the poll-
tlcal stance rhat would be proJected for thelr soclo-econmlc prof1les, }lany vho

deflned themselves as po11t1ca1 conservatlves or c€ntrlsts opposed the !ar; large nm-
bers of devout churchgoers, both conventlonal and evmge11ca1. were agalnst 1t; manv

affluent professlonals also opposed lt, as se11 as others not usually expected to
oppose government po]1cy. ff a sna11 nmber of peoPle wlth sinllar proflles 6ald they
supporred the war, the pollstersr proJectlons that the majorlty of such people sup-
ported 1t were not necessarlly correct. It should be noted that most of the US Cath-
tllc a.d protestang hleiarchles cee out agalnst the war, even though they rarely
oppose government po11cy. Ilany people who deflne thenselves as Jewlsh cee out agalnst
the war, even though lt vas supported by the spokespeople for the major zlonlst orSan-

12at1ons. We really don't know what proportlon of the popuiation opposed this war,
alrhough 1t s-ms that there uas.more vocal oPposltion and actlvity in the vestern Pari
of the country than ln the East anong all soclal groups. But certalnly the publlc opin-
1on polls on uhlch the presldent and the medla relled as proof that Ehe PoPulatlon
supporte,l the po11cy should not be glven Sreater credl-bi11ty than the many thousands
of lecters md phone calls recelved by Congressional representatlves lndlcatlng strong
opposltlon Eo the var on the part of conscttuents. Llhile there was much more publlc
acqulescence and suppori for the var than we vould have wanted, and wh11e the opPosl-
tlon that did appear came from dlverse motlvatlons, the depth and exEent of oppositlon
muit not be dlscounted

The government has engaged ln a concerled effort to shame the US populatlon lnto
passlvlty by tel1lng us that we would be betraytng our frlends and relatlves ln the m1I-
ltary by opposlng the war, thls desplte the faci that lar8e nwbers of people calLed
to sewe 1n the Perslan Gulf have also expressed opposlCion themselves. There is
even an organlzatlon of famlltes md frlends of n111tary people founded explicitly to
express oppositloo to us hostlllEles 1n the Gulf. Although che flghClne 1s now over,
the m111tary involvenent ls not, and nelther is the opposltion.

For a long tlme the US government has been engaglng ln varlous cmPalgns lntend-
ed to both convlnce and intlmldate the populatlon lnto passively accePtine nilitary
lnterventlons ln Cenfral Anerlca and elsewhere, and lnto acCepElng the repreSsion of
those who reslst brutal reglnes frlendly to the US. In the 1.980- and since the author-
itles have useci the "war on drugs" not prlnarlly to apprehend blg drug dealers and

thelr large flnanclal and CIA collaborators, but to frlghten the Anerlcan populatlon
lnto agreeing to a contlnued ml11tary-lmperla1 role for the US Soverment. The drug
war has served to mask slmllarltles berween the govemmentts deadly lntervenclon and

manlpulatlon ln Latln-Amerlca and Vletnam.

IE 1s generally recognlzed that most of the Amerj.can populace vas thorouehly sick-
ened and outraged by the Vtetnm war, although many people opposed 1r prinarlly
because 1t was he111sh for "our boys," that is, the US soldlers. Others opposed it
mainly because lt was clearly a unwlnnable war. BuE there were also nany (includlng
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ourselves) who opposed 1t as a helnous imperialist lncurslon whlch was destroying Lhe

lives of the people of vietnam because they would not docllely submlt to the brutal-
ltles of the US puppeE reglme ln the South. The US authorlties were also faced vlrtr

rebelllon and disorder 1n the m111tary, especi.al-1y among the lower-ranklng scldiers'
In addltlon, there uas social unrest in the US, both 1n poor neighborhoods due to:p-
palling llving conciitlons (wh1ch by now have actually--though unbelleveably--gotten
uorse) md mong col-lege students and young people from all social classes and groups

who were demanding scclal Justlce at hme "","i1 
as an end to the uar abroad' The

authorlties and the establlshed media labeled the Pervaslve aversion to officlal pol'

icy "the vietnm syrrdrome," as 1f 1t vere a sickness from whlch the poFulatlon sufIerr'

They have been trylng to cure us of lt slnce the mid-1970s'

part of Ehis at-tempt has invol-ved restructuring the nillcary to make 1- more rell
able md less open to charges of class-based lnequiiy. In the 1960s and'70s' the t':i

mllttary vas prlnar11y c,-pos.d of conscrlpted sold1ers. It was refatively easy for
Ehe affluenr and rhe polltically well-connecterl to avold sery1n' ln the n111tary 1f

they wanted Eo. Most of the soldlers were from worklng-class and lmpoverlshed back-

grou.ds, and were generally not enthuslastlc about lhe amy and thelr posltlon ln 1t'
Lrhen faced wlth the rea1lt1es of Vletnam, they often proved rebelllous. The US now

has an all-volunteer n111-tary, It ls smaller, but the authoritles hope and belleve
[hat lt 1s more rellable.. Ii is made up of dedlcated cateer mllitarlsts, but also of
very many people uho wouLd have found nuch lower wages or lower-skll1ed Jobs ln clv1l
1an 1lfe. These lnclude black ard Latlno People (for the most Part men, but also womt'rt)

qhodue to dlscri.mlna!1on, have many fewer opportunltles of gettlng decently-pald Jobs
j-n the prlvate sector. ,q 1ot of attentlon has recently been focused on these peoPl'e

becauseofthelmportanceofraclalconfllctanddlscrimlnatlonlnpastandPresenr
soclal movements here 1n the us. Durlng the vletnam war the rebelllousness of many

troops was related to 111-treatment ed dlScrlmlnatlon, whlch mmy mlnorlty nembers

uere proEestLng uithin the ml11tary.

Goverrment figures lndlcate that 20 Percent of the US nilitary forces stationed
ln the perslm Gulf area before md durlnt the war were black; btacks constlture only

L2Zofthepopulationasavhole.Al-together'26i.oitheamylsbtack,about16.5Z
of the navy and the a1r force' and about 2OZ of the narlne corps' Close to one-thlrd
of the troops ln fronrllne amy unlts are black. In sonie of the airbome unlts bl"ack:r

constitute abour 352 of the personnel. But, only a small proPortlon of blacks 8et the

most prestlSeous jobs. There are relatlvely few flghter p1lots who are black' Some-

what more are hellcopter p11ots and specialized-traffic p11ocs'

Nevertheless, over the last decade, there has been a signlficar)t increase 1n

opportunitles for bLacks and other ninoriry members to gain tralnlng in sk111s and

high.r eauc.tlon learilng to more hlghly pald posltions. Ten years ago there vere
,..y f"" blacks 1n elecironlcs, comunlcations ed intellj.gence unlts; today thelr
nwbers have increased subscmtlally, as much as 2ooz ln sone ile1ds and speclalties'
In the mi-litary there 3re lralning and job oPportunities open to blacks whlch are not
ava11able lo thm in Private industry. For that reason many who have enrolled 1n the

arned forces, especlally ciurlng the past decade or so, have been stron8ly motlvated to

succeed 1ndividua11y, iddltlonally, they have felt that their successful partlclpa-
tlon could contribDre to openlng up new opporcunlcies for acceptance and success for
all bfacks, both inside thl nllitary and 1n clvillan life. However, at the sane tine
that job opPortunitles have opened up 1n the milltary (and to a lesser extent on the

outside as well), raciai blgotry and confllct tn the soclety at larBe have' if any-

th1ng, worsened. Ard erven wlthln the m111tary blacks are often dlrected irlto occuPa-

1{en5 rrhlch faIl belor thelr €k111 leveIs or educatr'onal attalnments' so as to exclude

them from the nore prestireous i obs (Flghter Pilots , etc ' ) '
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Ilost of those uho have joined the m1lltary have always come from working-class

backgrounds.Bur,overthe'lastdecadetheSocio-eConomlcconpositionofthenilicary
has changed to s extent' Today's soldlers in general are better-educated and cme

from hlgher rn"o*" gro.:f,u tn"t ltfot"' In the Past' many had not completed hlgh

school(l2yearsofeducatlon)'Presentlythevastmajorityhave'andsomehavee'ren
begun college U.tore ioinirl.' e *rct 

"ru1I.. 
proportion of !odav's recrults cone from

impoverlshed backgrounds. i'*, more are frm the families of skilled indusrrial and

c-lerical workers and, 1n the case of minority yourhs, even professlonals'

The black soldier of today is on average from a s11ghtly higher economic stratw

withlntheblackPoPu]attonthanlshlsorherwhiteCounterpartfromvithinthewhlte
populatlon, l'tlnor1ty members are noE generally joinlng to escape a life of PeEty

.;i;; ". 
personal problms' as many dld ln earller tlmes' They are Eenerally very

ambltious md achlevemmt-orlented youths; a much hlgher proportlon of then declde to

nakefhemllltarythelrcareerthan<lowhlleyouth'About57.52-ofblacksoldlers
re-enIlst after thelr flrst tour of duty, while 352 of whlte soldlers do so'

Eecently there have been heate- dlscusslons among black polltlelans concernlng

what klnd of artltudes black people should or do have toward governmen! pollcles such

as rhe lncurslon tn the GuIf, otvlously there ls a wlde dlverslty of oplnlon arnong

p.opr",r,oareblack;butthereareLwonalnpressuresfromblackpolltlclmsofvar-
lous tendencles: on. dera.ds complete loyalty to government pollcles J-n hopes of

expandlng opportunllles for blacks based on their comltment to the status quo, and

another denands oppo"rito. to pollcies on the basls of the obvlous lack of oPPorEuni-

tles, as welf as Eovernmen! tu!I""t of the needs of black people 1n the U5'

ApollpubllshedlnTIEHALL-STREETJoURNALattheendofJanuary'1991'lnd1ca-
ced thac support for the Gulf war was much weaker among black' vorers than mong lhe

votlnSPoPufatlonasawhole.l"trlleT8ZofwhitevocersaskedsaidEhatthepresldent
had uatted long enough before uslng mtlitary force' only 522 of black voters agreed'

oftheb].ackvotersasked,3gZthoughtthatBuShshouldhavegivensactlonsmore
tlme to work, whlle o.ty iSZ of the non-black voters did' llanv blacks' includlng
intellectual-s and professlonals, feel that lt 1s unfalr Ehat ninorltles should be more

1n da.ger proporllonat;iy of suiferrng casualtles in a war than non-mlnorlty mmbers

of rhe populatlon. rtey're"r that tn! hlgh proportlon of nlnorlty nmbers 1n the

frontllne un1ts, as .orp"a"a wlth the *ot- pt"ttlg"ous and favored speclaltles and the

support rrnl-!s, 1s arrectly related to the lnequalitles ln Anerlcan-society as a whole'

nna'af,"y crlticize the fact thaE raclal dlscrimlnatlon drlves black people lnto the

ntlltaryasaJoboflastrecourse.Butotherblackpolitlclansandlntellectu-ls
ar8ue rhat black peopie who are successful in the mllltary lay the groundwork' for civ-

11 rlghts galns in the rest of society and for greater acceptance-as patrlotlc citl-

zens by the soclety as a pho1e. To thls thelr idversarles respond that in vlrtua1ly

everylnstanceofUSmllltaryconfllctflacksoldlershavefoundthemse}veslnthe
situatlonoffJ.ghtlngandstrugglingtoremovedlscrlnlnatlonwhlchaffectedthmbe-
fore enrollmenE ln the mil1tary, elther personally or as a group. After all US wars

pollrical conslderatlons have ietemlned whether or not pollcy chanqes affectlng the

sratusofb]-ackshavebeenputlnloaffect.TheClvilWarresultedlntheabolliioQ
ofslaveryandthegrantlnSofvotlngrlghtstoadultblackmendlrectlvafterwards.
tsut nelther the govemment nor Ehe society at large generally acted to instltuce pol-

1c1es to renove dlscrlnlnation, A11. subsequenE wars ralsed the hopes of blacks for

rellef frm dlscrlminarlon wlth Ehe return of peace. Even though some improvements

dldoccur,despltehardworkanddedicationonlhePartofblacksoldlers'theirbasiC
hopesforbetcertreatmenc\{ereneverfulfllled.ButthosewhofavorbLackloyal
partlclpation in the mllitary argue tha! such crlEiclsms openly expressed !hreaten to

lnclte furEher hostfffiy toward illacks on the part of Ehe rest of the population'

t'
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ln general, thrr conposltlon of the US mllltary has been very much affected by

reducLlons ln cl,/11.1.an soclal welf are md educaElonal progrms. For exmple, over Che

l-ast Een years thera have been drastlc reductlons tn flnanclal asslstance for collego

erlucaLion, w!.1ie iir cost of coll-ege educatlon'has rlsen sharpl'y, eYen in state-aff1l
l-aEed lnstltutlon$. Man)- sEudents (worklng-class whlter; as well as mlnorlt:-es) hirvc

turned to the mlll.t.lry uu. "or.." 
of funding for tralnfi:g and educatlon. often they

have vlewed thense,Lves a5 primarlly acqulrlng sk1lls or higher educarlon and engaglnq

ln other peacetime endeavors. Recrultlng advertisements have purl;ose1y glven thls lnr

pression; one of thel:: rain slogans has been "Be Al1 You can Be." They have generallv

avolded war lmager)"

Once ln the nliitary, many reeruits have marrled, settled dom' Legun to have

children, gocten seconcl jobs to supplenent their mllltary lncones' and generally est

ablislied thsselves .. ,lpua.bL. citlzens. The call-up for duty ln the Gulf very nu.lr

discurbedthesePeople,whonadtoleavethelrsecondlobs'thelrnewwlvesorhus-
bmdsandyoungchll<iren.ltreirexperlencehasbeenverydlfferencfromtha!oflhP
l[-r"rt-.la uniarrled men who were Jrafted to go to Vlecnam' who' for the most part'

had no 111usions thal the mlllrary offered Job cralnlng or career opportunltles and

vere falrly certaln rhey uould be lnvolved ln war'

ItlsunclearvhethertheUsnlllEarylsamorerellableorobedlentforcenow
thatltlsavo]-unteerarmythmitllaswhenltBaSadraftedamydurlngthevletnan
era.TherehavebeenanumberofdrmaElccasesofreglstancetolheGulfwarbybotlr
active troops and by people ln the u111tary reserves' Groups uhi'ch counsel Dll1tary

resisters have reported tho.sands of lnqulrles and cal1s for he1p. They also report

chat a! least a thoused resenists and actlve-duty troops_were restr{cted to Ehelr

basesforrefuslng.ogo.othePerslm6ulf(byt'heendofJanuary)'Therearelndl.
catlons tirat reslsEan.r rry hur" been wldespread, although the government has not re-'

leased lnfomatlon about 1i. Ten ilarine recrults in Eralnlng at camp Pendleton ln

Caltfornla are knom to have refused to 8o to the Gulf anC were put in prlson' At

cmp Lejeune ln North carollna, l4 I'iarlne reservists also refused. A group of 27 US

soldlers stacloneC 1n Cemey iequested political asylm in Sweden to avold belng

sent t'o the Gulf; thelr.uqutut 'a" reieited because of the UN resolutlon' Some

troopswhorefusedtogowereforciblysentlnchalns.Somemilltaryregls!ershave
spoken publicly at anti-war rallles, lncludlnq the largest ones' and have appeared on

nallonwideradloarrc]lVorograms.Hanyhaveassertedthattheyarewllllngtofjcht
for thelr country but thar ihev didn't belleve rhat rheir counEry uas at risk 1n thls

war. A nmber of nilitary cociors ed other nedical personnel have refused !o serve

becausetheyconsir'ler[llewartobebothinhwmeandlmmora]..Butveryfewreslst-
ers have so fa]: exDr.:ssed any kind of thorough8olng crlticism of the mllltary or the

poLltical-socla i 5'ts:en"

Many of toda',"s recruits are tllmselves the children of Vietnm veterans' with

flrsth:rnd experience of that warrs toIL on survivin6i us soldters and thelr families'

Ttle constant attenPcr; lo reincerPret the Vietnam war' so as to make new incurslons
more palaLable, have not rea.Lly achieved thelr 8oa1 of creating comp)-ete passivirlr an'l

obedlence, althougli ther.have succeecied 1n confusing and intimidatin5i many people

Chrly a smal1 rl,:htHln& ltortlon of the populatlon is seriousLy ciedlcated to US lmoer-

ial aims, Most or-her people sem !o have at I'easE some doubts' even rrhen the-v can

conceive of 11tt1e oPPortunity !o lnfluence events'

A,lthough sore I,Qliticims have argued that the Gulf war will benefit the Uniced

States ln the sane ray as d1C lJor1d wars I and II' it must be remembered thaE the US

entered those wars a.fter the maln combattmts had begun to exhaust each orher' Nei-

therUStroopsnortheClvillanPopulationsufferedthehumancasualtlesormaterlal

destruCtlonthatvereSustainedlnEuropeandAsla.Thesewarsalsoofferedmasslve
opportunltles for the US capitallsts and government to lend money to the allieC govem-

ments fo Purchase arms, lndustrj"al materlal artd consuner goods produced ln the US'

1'hls, along wlEh the arrs ,.d equiPment required by the US mllitary' generated nany

jobs and brought 
" 

p.o=p".iiy oi sorts'- end.aft"r both of those conflicts the Us was

the only maJor lndustrrli por". and socieEy 1n che world which had not been devastat-

ed by war. Thls enabled Ub capltallsts to become domi'nant l-n uorld markets' beglnning

wlth uhe end of world H.r r ani becomtng deflnitlve after world l{ar I1. The demand

for goods produced i, tit, country p.orid.d jobs here, whlch meant prosperlty, 1f not

wealttr, for the *"Jo.riy of p"opfL'- Buc thli kind of economic stlnulatlon has nol

accompanied subsequenE iur" '"gtd 
by the US' It had co pay for Ehe fleht 1n South

Korea and for the troops malntaloed f,here evet slnce' ulthout galnlng a narket for

masslveamountsorgoodsproducedinEheUscomparabletothatsainedafterliorldlJar
II. Ancl rhe vletnar var hurt the US econony deeply, even as it uas lhriving during

the 1g60s. Nelther Ehe vletnam sar nor my of the other "covert" wars the us govem-

nentUagedoverEheyearshasopenedupnewmajormark.etsforihesaleofAmerican-
..d.good.mdserulces,andthereforetheyhavenotcreatedaslgnlficantnmberof
Jobs for ordlnary PeoPle.

The govemment budget deflclts caused by m11itary spending ln Vletnm and there-
after have been conslstlntly used as Justlflcatlon for reductlons of soc1a1 welfare
spendr.g, such as for healtir care, schools, unemployment assisEance, a1d for noEhers

wlth young chlldren or for the e1derly, etc' At the sme tlme' durlng the 1970s and

19Bgs the goverment has also reduced spendLng for oalntalnlng roads, brldges and

sldewalks, rallroads and pub11c transportation and olher such servlces uhlch busl-
nesses valrre and expect gtr"an u.a to Provlde so as to make doing buslness easler and

more efflcler,t, Ihese factors have cont:rLbuted to the declslon of many films 
'o 

trrove

thelr productlon facllitles ou! of the us, whlch ellminates Jobs here' This process

w111 certalnly not be reversed by the Gulf war' The small nmber of jobs whlch may

be generated ior Amerlcans ln replactng nl11tary equlPmenc' provldlng some civlllan
.quipr.na md supervlsoly personnel for the reconstrucElon of Kuwalt ull1 not reverse

th. to.g-r.m trlnd of Jlu.ro"" to other parEs of the world. l{lth respect Eo Kuaalt'
most of rhe constructloi and other Jobs rilt go to low-pald !11dd1e Eastern and Aslan

laborers: only a small nmber of Americans wtit be employed as supenlsors and technl-
Calstaff.AndonlyafewlargecorPoratlonslntheUswillbemaklngandselllng
equll)rnent to the Kuwattis and ither Parts of the reglon' They will not have to hlre
many workers ln the US for this purPose'

Inaddltlon'theGulfwarwlllnotremedythedeePproblemsfacedbysomeofthis
country's key economlc sectors, such as banking, finmce, insurance' constructlon'
rual.'t.te,andretallsales.ItlsgenerallyexpectedthacEherewlllcontlnueto
be a lot of Job reductlons in all of these areas' Jobs are also belng eliminated in

thealrllneandmi]ltaryProductlohlndustrleSbecauseofreStruCtlrringwhichis
.rinied at lncreaslng efflclency. As more people become unemployed, they buy 1ess, and

also put stress on srate and local governmenE flnances because of their lncreaseg

need for unenployment asslsEance Payments and because they are payine less taxes'
Thls 1s causing state and 1oca1 plovernmenEs to elinlnate many of their om workers ln
an atteupt ro save Boney. Thls frocess has been accelerating over the last decade

a.d is expected to continue. In general, none of th.e baslc polltical and economic

probleros irom whlch lhe country.rffur" will be fundamentally solved by the war.

t'
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Discussion Bulletin (F.O. Box 1564, Grand Rapids, MI49501) Among the letters/
discussion articles in DB no.39/Jan.90 are found: Update on Spanish dockers (An
oct.89 letter from a Tenerife docker to a US contact) - Society in crisis (lraflet
by the 'Defuonist'Industrial Union Party (Box 80, Madison Sq. Station, New York,
N.Y. 10159) about the crisis of the present system, what to replace it with and how.

We have never se€n any material from this group, but the leaflet contains ordering
information about parnphlets by Daniel Dekon and others and the IUP journal
'socialist Republici") -Anexchange of lettersbetweenJohnZerzan and F.Girardof
DB concerning the (not new) debate about the emergence of capitalism and

development of the productive forces, industrialisation/industrialism and manist
analysis of this - was this once 'progressive', was and is the manist analysis and

attitude right, what attitude to take to present industrialised society? If continued
in DB this could be the start of an interesting discussion, but one where we - despite

having published and distributed a number of his writings - would not side with
Zerzan.) - Review of a new edition of Herman Gorter's'Open Irtter to Comrade
I-enin'- Building a Green movement (A response by the 'Dekonist'group Committee

for Socialist Union to a document of of the (Green) Committees of Correspondence.

No.40llvlarch 90: Among the contents are: One Green World (Socialist Party of
Great britain leaflet) - Continued discussion between Girard and Znrzan on
'industrialism'-The usualnumberof debates and quarrelsbetween all kindsof 'non-
market' socialist groups and individuals which can not be summarised here and

which are hard to follow even for regular readers.

Processed World (41 Sutter Street 1829, San Francisco, CA 94104) No.25lSummer
90: On Eastern Europe - Violence processing: fightingwords and South Africa 'The
first-hand look and other perceptual problems (On Brazil) - O, Lafargue's book
'The right to be lazy'- The occult revival - On the French book'Working two hours
a day'(Adret).

'Effective opposition to war...must begin with the redefinition of support and

solidarity. Some considerations of Power, Responsibility and Self activity' (Charlatan
Stew, PO Box 3146L, Seattle, WA 98103)

Factsheet Five (Mike Gunderloy,6 Arizona Ave., Rensselaer, NY 121.44-4502)We

refer to a presentation of F.F. in Echanges no.65 p.19. The 132-page issue no.38

contains the usual, and useful, reviews of all kinds of magazines from all over the

world (we quote some of them below), as well as reviews of calendars, T-shirts,
artifacts, comics, video, books etc. Most peole can find in F.F. magazines they
haven't heard of but surely will be interested in. The price of F.F. is 3 dollars and it's
published 6 times a year.

I
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Some of the reviews we found in this issue are:

The l"abor Report Vol.II no.1 ($6 a year from Baton Rouge Jobs With Justice, PO

Box 3823, Baton Rouge, LA 70821-3823) A mildly radical labor magazine, firmly
behind unions and worker solidarity as the means to justice, but free of thoughts of
revolution. They report on nasty things being done by bit business and on local
contract struggles.
MSRRT Newsletter (45c postage from Chris Dodgeflan DeSirey, 4645 Columbus
Ave. S, Minneapolis, MN 55407) A newsletter for progressive librarians, sponsored

by the Minnesota Library Association Social Responsibilities Round Table. They
review plenty of liberal and other unusual periodicals, often things I don't get here

at F.F. They also reoommend resources for other libraries and interested researchers.

The Socialist Republic ($3/4 issues from Industrial Union Party, PO Box 80, New

York, NY 10159) The tUP calls for a fairly classic marxist form of socialism, based

on organizing in the workplace...Articles here are written on a basic outreach level,

each seeking to show part of the ugliness of capitalism and explain what the

alternatives are...
NAAPM Newsletter no.44 ($10/4 issues from 2735 Benvenue no.3, Berkeley, CA
94705) Thsis is the newsletter from the NationalAssociation for the Advancement
of Perry Mason. This issue concentrates on "the previous Perry's", namely those
early 30's detective flicks which boasted at least four different Perry's and Della's.
Complete filmographies and photos r_":Tlrry.

LeftBankf,iistribution (4142 Brooklyn N E Seattle, WA 98105) Catalogof books in
English all concerning the libertarian tendency.

Socialist Action (3435 Army St., no.308, San Francisco, CA 94110) No.9/Sep.90:
Prognosis for world capitalism: new crisis, attacks on workers - US out of the Middle
East - Imperialism, oil and the Arab revolution: background to the US intervention
(Two long studies on the background to the Gulf crisis) - 'Redwood Summer'
activists want to win over loggers and mill workers.
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Labor Notes (7435 Michigan Avenue, Detroit, MI 48210) No.136/July 90: In Los
Angeles a demonstration of 120 striking janitors and 300 supporters attacked by the

police: 90 injured,40 arrested - What are the unions doing about fixing the Health
Care System? - Dealwith Chavez boosts Mexico's president - NewYork Daily News

(2500 workers) waging a war of nerves; threat of closure to gain concessions from the

unions and the workers, preparing for a possoble strike.
No.1.38/Sep.90: Lorenzo takes off with $30 million - l.ocal strike settlement may set

outlines of job security provisions in the 1990 Auto talks. No.141/Dec.90: Daily
News finally gets its strike (A crowd of 15.000 rallied on Nov.1 in front of the News

office - Us, Mexican and Canadian unionists meet to build solidarity across borders
- Angry federal employees sit down at White House to protest budget crisis.

No.L42lJan.90: The battle for the Daily News - AFL-CIO: about-face on South
Africa.

The two articles below about the rail and post strikes in eastern Germany are both
translated/adopted from the Dutch journal'Daad en Gedachte'.

THE RAILWAY STRIKE IN EAST GERMANY, Dec.1990

In the night betrreen Sunday 25th and Monday 26th December last year the

workforce intwo EastBerlinrailwaystationsof the stillexistingReichsbahnwenton
strike. Within 24 hours the strike spread over the whole territory of the former DDR.
Around 260.000 drivers, guards, station staff,yardmen and othersbrought all the rail
traffic of passengers and goods to a complete standstill. At the outset local, short
distance trafficcontinued,butvery soon thiswas paralysed aswell, and fromthenon
there were only trains carrying food parcels to Russia running.

6changes 66167 41,

posSibly be a "forerunner of other conflicts". Therefore he advocated "a common

step of politicians, employers and the trade union movement, which should make it
cle ar what sort of improvements the working class in the former DDR would be able

to rely on and what the limits of those improvements would be."

HisanxietywassharedbyDelevRohwedder, the presidentof the organisationwhich

manage all the former socalled "peoples properties" ("Volkseigentiimer") in the

formerEast Germanstate. He too feared thatthisrailway strike eventually couldbe

the start oflarge scale social unrest. This fear not only prevailed in the eastern part
of the now unified Germany, but likewise in the Federal Republic and its capitol
Bonn. The West Crerman ministry of Defene and the Federal Post Offie (Bundespost)

considered to bring the army (Bundesrehr) into action because of the expected

amount of Christmas packets. (Information in Frankfurter Allgemeine Z.eittng
from 28.11.90). It wouldn't come to that because - as we shall see below - the strike

ended after a couple of days.

The strikewasnot unofficial. Right from the beginning itwas supported by the (West

German) Gewerkschaft der Eisenbahner Deutschlands (GdED)(Union of the

German Railwaymen), linked up with the West German trade union movement.
With thisWest German union the East German union of railwaymen merged on the

very moment of the German reunification. So, at the outbreak of the strike, the East

German railwaymenwere organised in a West German or All-German union. The

Reichsbahn however was still an independent (eastern) company, as the Bundesbahn

didn't yet want to take it over because of its bad financial state of affairs and out of
date material. Consequently the situation was Very complicated.

The president director of the Reichsbahn is Hans Klemm, a former member of the

SED and of the trade union federation Freie Deutsche Gewerkschaftsbund (FDGB).
He was outraged over the strike, which of course broke out as a result of strong
pressure from the rank and file, surprised the union and forced it to act. Klemm
immediately took a plane to Bonnwhere he consulted the West German minister of
Transport Friederich Zimmermann, who in spite of the fact that the two German
railway companies hadn't merged, was his chief.

As one could expect, the minister said that the strike "by no means could be
justified".Thereupon itwascondemnedby HansKlemm too. (Information fromthe
East German newspaper"NeuesDeutschland" from 27.11.90). After so manyyears
of SED rule Klammwas stillinthe habitof speakingjust like hismasterswanted him
to speak. He was ready for negotiations, he said, but the demands of the union (i.e.
the demands of the railwaymen) "did not come up for discussion".

Manfred Stolpe,prime
minister of Branden-
burg, was disturbed by
what happened. He
saw the strike as a

"signal that should be
taken very seriously",
because it could

Rain workers

- 
o'*StT[flt*i*
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east Gerriildhy
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There were three demands:

-First, the railwaymen were asking for a payrise so that the gap between

their wages and those of the railwaymen in the western part of Germany

would be narrowed. They realised that they could not have the equalwages

immediately, but asked fot 60 Vo of western wages.

-Second, theywanted a guarantee against enforced sackings if there would
be a reduction of the workforce.
-Finally, they asked for measures to improve labour conditions and safety.

The raihray strike was the first big labour dispute in the now unified Germany. One

has only tolook carefully at the demands just mentioned, to understand that it was

all about things which were at stake in practically all the East German enterprises

and not the Reichsbahn alone. This explains the alarm, the fear for what could

follow. It also explains the general disapproval of the strike by the West German

authorities and press. In the Siiddeutsche Zeitungof November 28th there was a

commentary where the strike was called "scandalous", and other words of criticism
were used by other papers.

Of course the West German workers didn't share this opinion. The Postal Union
strongly opposed the idea that the Bundeswehr should be used for postal services.

"If so;', the president of the Deutsche Postgewerkschaft Kurt van Haaren told the

government, "there certainlywould be a strong resistance of the whole trade union
movement" (Frankfurter Rundschau of 28.-11.90). Surely, the West German Post

Union is, as any trade union, an institute of capitalist society,WhatvanHaaren said,

was nothing else than a clear indication, not of the standpoint of Post Union's
leadership, but of the mood of the rank and file.

As far as the point of view of th e western rank and file of the railway union GdED,
one can make a conclusion from what its president Rudi Schfifer said, when he

assertained that the leadership "hilhe4[q. (underlined by us) had been able to keep

the membership from any sympathy strike". (Quoted by the Siiddeutsche Zeitung
November 28th).

In general, the public opinion and especially that of passengels in the former DDR
wai one of understanding the strikers' case. "Neues Deutschland" said on November

2Tththat people showed "resignation and sometimes sympathy". The minister of
Labour of the (new) Federal State of Brandenburg, mrs. Regine Hildebrandt, had

a completely different opinion than her prime minister Stolpe. She said, "the strike

is a necessity!".
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The quick extension of the strike led to a quick resumption of the negotiations. As
soon as Wednesday 28th November the Reichsbahn and the union talked again. On
the same day railway traffic started again, though not completely. The negotiations
lasted for s€ven hours. The result was a compromise signed by both parts. None of
the important problems had been solved. All important decicionswere postponed.

Therewillbe noenforced sackingsbefore the end ofJune,butthat'sall!About social

questions there will be negotiations in January'91 and there must be a result before

the end of March. The union hopes that the reduction of the workforce (68.000 in
five years)canbe partly realisedwithoutenforcedsackings; half of the numbergoing
due to retirement, the other half leaving voluntarily. About the wages there will be

further negotiations. (Information from the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung 30th
Nov.)

A real guarantee that there will not be any enforced sackings was not given. The
payrise for which the workforce was asking was not given. There was only one sop:

everybodywillreceive an extra holiday allowance of300Marks; the X-masbonuswill
be757oof.the monthlywage andforeverychild anemployee hasthe Reichsbahnwill
pay thisyear 1991a socialpremium of 50Marks. Forthose workingshift (day/night)
the workweek of 40 hourswill be introduced on April 1st.

The Bonn correspondent of a Dutch morning paper (not the voice of the German
ruling class!) honestly reported on November 30th that union president Rudi
Schdfer had not been very successful. But Rudi Schiifer himself spoke as a typical
trade union boss, who was eager to reassure the rank and file. He told them: "With
this strike we have for the greater part obtained what we were asking for". Reichsbahn

manager Hans Klemm said: "The compromise is a step forward". Is there any
possibility that the strikers have believed this? We think that the enthusiasm which
minister Zimmermann displayed (as a representative of the ruling class) must have

been the affirmation of what the workers had already noticed.

SUddeutsche Zeitung Nr.

Der skandalose Streik
VON FRANZ THOMA
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THE Posr srRrKE IN EASTERN GERMANY' Januarv L99l

When the railway strike burst out in eastern Germany November '90' it was

considered by some analysts as a signal; most of them wrote that this strike would

soon be followed by other c.onflicts. Theywere right and this happened faster than
they thought. Nobody knowing the enormeous gaP on wages and living standards

between eastern and western Germany is surprised by these strikes.

On Tuesday L5 January more than 5000 workers stopped work in the ex-DDR post
-Deutsche Post-whichlike the Reichbahnisnotyetreunitedwiththe westGerman
post.Theirclaimwasfora specialallowanc€ ontopof theirwagesto compensate for
the price rises. Moreover they asked for the opening up of negotiations about wage

increases - the same claim made by railway workers some months earlier. They

hoped in the short term to obtain60% of.thewagesof thewest German postworkers.
From the post board they got exactly the same answer as the railway workers got

from the Reichsbahn boardwhen they too had asked for theirwages to be raised to
60 7o of,west German rail wages. Another reason for this strike was the sudden

increase in workload since reunification; as the charge for a letter in eastern

Germanyisstillhalf the charge inwestGermany,a lotof firmssendtheircorrespondene
from the east (mainly postal sales), thereby completely jamming the eastern postal
network. The post managers answered that they they could not agree to this claim
because Deutsche Post was a state company; though east and west German postal
organisations were not unified, nevertheless all decisions concerning the east aare

taken by the interior minister in Bonn.

The strike completely paralysed the postal service in the east. Where the telephone
was not automatised it was impossible to phone and it was impossible anywhere to
get phone disturbances fixed. At the very beginning of the strike, a strike committee
was organised. On Wednesday 16 January, the second day of the strike, discussions
were going on about spreading the strike elsewhere.

The first news about the strike mentioned more than 6000 strikers . on24 January,
the two DDR newspapers Berliner Zeitung and Neues Deutschland gave other
figures, and they also wrote that that the strike (the first time they mentioned it) had

begun the previous day, 23 January. Both quoted Kurt van Haaren, president of the
post workers union - Deutsche Postgewerkschaft - who had declared that the

members had voted on the strike 23 January and that the strike had begun in Saxony
the same evening.

How to explain that a Dutch paper (NRC-Handelsblad) had mentioned the strike
one week before the two east German papers? No answer to this question in these
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papers, but a short note in the Berliner Zeitung25 January told us that during the
previous days 26.000 east german post workers struck with lrarning strikes'
('Warnstrikes').

So, no surprise and we may indeed believe that the post workers went on strike 15

January - and that one week later, as the strike was still going on and under rank and
file pressure, the unions organised a strike vote.

We think that this is the most credible explanation because it was exactly the same

that happened at the beginning of the railway strike. These two papers in the ex-
DDR have ahrays expressed the views of the ruling party, the SED. DDR and SED
no longer exists with the reunification of Germany and the two papers try more or
less to adapt to the new situation. More or less, because they still employ the same
journalists as before. To change completely one's ideological thinking is more
difficult than one would think.

TWoyearsearlier,these same blindfoldededitorshadbeen unable to understand the
nature of the rank and file autonomous actions. Why should they suddenly understand
their importance after the Berlin wall had fallen? The silence of these two paper
doesnot at allmeanthat the rank andfile hadn't movedbefore itwasopenlywritten
that they had.

Anyway, Neues Deutschland told us on 24 January that out of 100.000 post union
members, 95.534 (967o) had voted to strike because, as the paper said, they did not
see anyotherpossibilitybywhichto support theirsocialclaims. The strikewhichwas
"official" in Saxony 23 Jrnarry, spread "officially" the following day in Thuringia,
Brandenburg and East Berlin. In the evening theZ4th,the post strike was total and
general throughout eastern Germany. No letters, papers and parcels were distributed;
financial, post and most of telephone serviceswere completely stopped. An emergency
service for urgent telegrams was organised, but radio and TV were not affected by
the strike.

As we have said, the strikers claimed a lump sum to compensate for the fast growing
mst of living. The post management had promised such a compensation in December,
but nothing had materialised. OnThursd ay24Janaary millionsof letters and parcels
were piling up in the sortingoffices.In the afternoon the same day, the postworkers
held a demonstration in front of the central berlin station Friedrichstrasse. West
berlin post workers took part in this demonstration in solidarity with their east
German fellow workers. The same day at the same time in Bonn negotiations were
opened upbetween union delegates and the government. When discussingthis fact,
the Berliner Z,eifingcould write that the strike had "begun again", though
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pretendingit was the first day of the strike but admitting indirectly that the strike

had been on before 24 January.

Friday 25,the strike was going ahead. The Berliner Zeitung counted 740 post cars

full ofpost bags to be unloaded on the raihnay tracks. The newspapers organised
private distribution networks through private agencies. During the weekend26l27

January an agreemetrt was settled in Bonn. The government offered compensation
of one months wages, between 650 and 900 German Marks. The union considered

thisenough to orderan endof the strike,but the Bonn agreement had to be approved

by the rank and file members. The union bureaucrats used the union statutes to put
an end to the strike. On one hand, an agreement is considered as agreed to by the

workers only if 25% of.them approve iU on the other hand a strike can go ahead only

if more than757o of the workers agree to do so. So the union got both the ending of
the strike and the approval of the agreement, though a majority was reluctant to
resume work.

Isit possible to claim that the management had surrendered to strike? Formallyyes,
but we have to consider that at the same time certain measures were taken in order
to escape the financial cons€quences of this "capitulation". During 1990, 1500 to
2000 ex-members of the STASI (the political police of the DDR) sacked from their
previous function had been engaged in the DDR post service. Using the opportunity
of the strike (some slogans during the strike were directed against the ex-STASI
employees: "They have to go and look for another job"), the post management

sacked them and doing so reduced their total wages expenditure. And to complete

this measure, the letter and parcel rates rose by 25 %. The union protested verbally

and mildly about these redundancies though it knew perfectly well that the east

German post service was understaffed and that through this measure things could
only worsen. At the same time, the union bureaucrats openly declared that the

"social tr)eace" would be shortlived.

---::: ---

Temps Critiques (BP 331,38013 Grenoble Cedex) This new journal was presented

in Echanges 64 p.2. No.l/Spring 90: The German question in France - Germany: a
collective hallucination - The german dream of a national social democracy - L989:

Berlin, its bananas, itswanderers - Berlin after the 'soft revolutiofl'. The last hunger
strike of the political prisoners - The meaning of life and the politisation in West
Germany.

It is not the kind of textswe would expect about Germany. Nothing in these pages

about the economic development in West and East Germany and its social and

UK
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political consequences. Only a discussion - partly sociological, partly philosophical,
partly political - on the evolution of ideas in Germany as if this movement was
completely distict from its economical and social basis.

No.2/Autumn90:Againstthe State-Nation-Individualatthe heartof criticism-The
logic of antisemitism (This article by Moishe Postone, translated from the German
version (Zivilisationsbruch.Denken nach Auschwitz) is a very interesting analysis of
antisemitism from a mamist point of view. We hope to come back to this text.)

SHAKE M AND BREAK IT. CI,ASS AND POLMCS IN BRIIAIN 197911989
A new Echanges pamphlet with this title has been published - 38 pages, price 90p.
The pamphlethasbeen sentto allsubscribersof the English editionof Echanges.For
other readerswe cangive the following presentationof the two texts about a country
which was and still is the ill child of European and world capitalism.

H.Simon: Ihe social and political crisis in the UKduring'Thewinterofdiscontent'.
The strikes and the fall of the Labour Government (1978179).

This text was written just after the fall of the Callaghan Labour government - for an
international Echanges meeting but never published in English by us. It describes
the second great post-war crisis which saw a social crisis lead to the fall of the
government (the first crisis brought down the conservative Heath government in
1974).These two high points merely represents the most striking moments in the
class struggle which has had to stand up to the union apparatus ever since the end of
the second world war. These two crisis were replies to attempts to submit this
movement to the needs of capital. Just as with the strikes in 1972-74, those in 1978-
79 saw the use of the practice of secondary picketing as an autonomousweapon. On
the one hand, the struggle slipped from the unions' hands, while on the other it made
the pickets masters of economic activity. This intolerable situation led to the
politicalcrisisand the introductionof agovernmentswornto smash the autonomous
movement.
The article hasthe followingchapters: -Politicalsolutionsto capital'sproblems-The
Ford strike - The truck drivers strike and secondary pickets - The creeping strikes of
Spring and Summer 1979 - The labour/capital relationship of forces.

David Brown: Myths of Thatcherismis a recent text with the these chapters: - The
state's economic activities - The cuts - Wage and employment policy - The results:
mobility - New labour relations? - Consensus to the Thatcher government - Conclusions.
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The follorving is an extract from the foreword to this article:
"Frequentlywe see the idea that the form of the government poliry in the UK seems

to contain the vague outlines of an almost military style reconnaisance seeking a

solution to the problems of the economy and society, almost as if there were a rigid
programme for "the Thatcherian revolution" to be imposed at all costs. No doubt
much evidence may be produced in favour of such a theory; we may recall the

violence of the miners'strike, that of the printworkers, or the violence on the streets

of Brixton and dozens of other cities...
But this image endures only because it suits all and sundry, right and left, capitalists
and trade unionists, conservaties and labourites. It offers the government an ample

margin to demonstrate its decisiveness based on solid principles...
The image suits the labourites and their unions as it allows them to forget and help
others forget that it was just them who tried out for first a policy of public spending

cuts and privatisation...
The image also suits the capitalist class as its demonstrates that it is serious about
business after years of messing about by the state...

This image, nevertheless, isunconvincing both empirically and methodologically'..If
the government has something to boast about it is that of having gained an extended
support, unlike tha i of the past, based on the traditional groups of the Conservative
Party. The opposition tovariousgovernment policies too is losing itsformerpopular
characteristics,while a'green'movementisbeginningto emergewhich is aseverybit
as confused as that in the rest of Europe. Generally speaking, we can see that a

different structure supporting the government came into being, a clear indication of
major social mobility which may well remain permanent, at least during this
economic rycle. All this is a far cry from a warlike enterprise, but instead shows that
the foundations were laid before the start of the "Thatcher programme"...
Secondly, the creation of a state with a manifest will to intervene does not fit with a
policy aimed at making the enterpreneurialclass responsible for itsown actions. As
we shall see below, on many occasions legislation dealingwith labour relations (with
a whole heap of prohibitions, fines and even gaol for trade unionists and others)
became a real millstone around the necks of the industrial leaders."

For a more complete view of the class struggle in UK after the last world war, we can
refer to books unfortunately never translated into English:
-Cajo Brendel: Lutte de classe autonome en Grande Bretagne 1947-77 (Published
in French, German and Italian - all out of print but a French reprint may soon be

available).
-Henri Simon:'To thebitterend'.Greve des mineurs en Grande Bretagne (1984-85).

6changes 66/67 49

1990 UK OIL WORKERS STRIKES

1990 s aw st r ike action a m on g lJ K o il work e rs in the N o rth S e a. B e low we publ ish a n

article translated tom the September 90 issue of lhe Dutch ioumal 'Daad en

Gedachte' and some follow-up temarks by a French comrade.In the next issue there

will be a brt about'Notway 7990', whete a Summer 90 strike of Notwegian oil
workers is mentioned. Both strikes were wildcat strikes and involved occupation of
oil installations. In many othel tespects the strikes wete very different. First$, the

Noruegian stike was mahly by production wotkers on the platfotms, not maintenane

workeis. Secondly, (JK workers were striking of course for their material interests,

but concretely demandingunion recognition, an oil workets union and a sepante

contract agriement for North Sea oil workers. Ail this exists in the Norwegian part

of the North Sea.

A WILDCAT STRIKE TO ENFORCE RECOGNITION OF A
TRADN UNION

Awildcatstrike usuallyis a strike thatisnotdeclaredby a unionorby unions and that

is not supported by them.It is an action inwhich the strugglingworkersgo their own

way. And thatway of their own is almost always completely different from the one

taken by the union. [n almost every wildcat strike the trade union is either an idle

spectator or it is doing everything possible to break the strike. And during a wildcat

sirike the strikers use to express themselves in a very critical manner about trade

unions in general and about 'their' union in particular. But all this does not apply to

the wildcat strike that broke out in the beginning of August 90 on the British oil
platforms in the North Sea.

This strike was not declared or led by any union. It was led by a committee, the

unofficial affshore Industry Liaison Committee, that as a rule did not make any

decisions without consulting the rank and file. It is true that this committee

sometimeswasreferred to bysome British newspapers as a'kind of trade union', but

nevertheless those same papers continued to talk about the strike as'unofficial' and

\rild'. The same was done by the oil companies and other employers involved in the

conflict. They had good reason for this in as far as 80 percent of the workers on the

oilplatformsdidnothave a permanentjob,butwere hiredbycontractorsif andwhen

theywere needed.These kindofworkersso fardoes nothave a specialunion oftheir
o*n,b"""ur" the employersdo notwish to accept it. Whatmakesthis strike different

from other wildcat strikes, is the fact that one of the demands of the wildcat strikers

was that the union should be recognized as their representative and that contracts

should be made with it on wages and working conditions. [t is often the case in a

wildcat strike that organisedworkers go on strike against the will of the union that
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is not able to defend their interests. This conflict was started by a majority of
unorganizedwho are of the opinion that their interests are best defended by a union.

The British newspaper The Guardianwrote on August 6 about the "biggest and best

coordinated strike action since the production of oil in the North Sea began 26years
ago". The immediate cause was an accident with a helicopter that brought drilling
workers to a platform. The landing failed. The helicopter crashed into the sea and

six men died. To the workers thiswas another proof that their safetywasbadly taken
care of, even though the safety regulations, after the accident at the Piper Alpha
platform (l) were tighter and though before the end of this year considerable

improvements are to be made in this resp€ct, amounting to a total of f 750 million.

Right after this helicopter accident there were 'sit-in' strikes, i.e. strikes during
which platforms,ownedby ShellandBP,were occupied. Shellreactedbyfiringthose
who had taken an active part in these sit-in's. The refusal of the fired men to leave

the platforms was the beginning of the massive action to protest against the

dismissals and the working conditions in the oil industry in the second week of
August.

The helicopter accident was the immediate cause, the extremely bad working
conditions of course were the underlying reasons for the conflict. This explains why
the appeal of the Offsfiore Industry Liaison Committee was followed on a great

scale. Or rather, the appeals. For they were all24 hour strikes, one after the other,
because the employers obviously did not wish to understand the clear signals'

How bad the working conditions were is clearly demonstrated by Lorna Robertson,
thewifeof oneof the (casual)workers.Shetoldareporterof T/teGuatdianl:"There
is no certainty whatsoever that they will be employed and there is nothing that looks
like a contract. My husband and his colleagues don't know today if they can go to
work tomorrow." The enlisting companies recruit workers for the oil industry from
areas like Clydeside, Tyneside and Teeside, areas with a high percentage of
unemployment. A newspaper like The Guardian leaves no doubt that the oil
companies andthe enlistingcompaniesprofit heavilyfromthis situation.According
to this paper the working conditions in the oil production in the North Sea are
comparable with those that existed in the British textile industry in the 19th century.
Despite the fact that since the start of oil production several improvements have

been made, which by the way cannot be credited to the companies. It comes as no
surprise that during a meeting in Aberdeen strikers talked about the oil barons with
great bitterness. "They can drop dead", was the general feeling, "and Shell in the
first place!"
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On Tuesday August 7th there were 1600 men on strike. The employers stated that
theywould not bend for that pressure and said that they would not negotiate as long

as the actions were continuing. The workers stated that if necessary they would go

on "until the bitter end". They knew with whom they were dealing. "If we don't win,

the clock will be set back ten years", said striker Vaughan Mitcher. Tlre Offshore

Industry Liaison Committee understood that the only chance of victory was to
expand the action. The rank and file understood this too. As time passed by the

number of people who participated in the actions increased. There were strikes on

alternate platforms. The oil companies reacted strongly with massive layoffs of
activists, The rep$ from the strikerswas occupation of the platforms. They sometimes

let themselves be moved away from them by intimidation, but other times they did
not. On behalf of the contractorsDavid Odlingdeclared that the actions had started

three days after a letter had been received asking for co-operation to organise a

secret ballot on the desirability of a trade union. According to Odling, "we had

responded to that letter (in a positive manner), but when the actions started, that
poseda hinderance to ourcooperation".Ronny McDonald,chairmanofthe Liaison

Committee,calledthis statementrousingof publicsentiment.That kindof requests

for cooperation had been made much earlier but, he said, "the employers never

reacted to them seriously".

A week after the conflict had started 3.000 workers in Scottish construction and gas

companies showed their symphaty for the actions of their comrades from the oil
industry. Theywent on strike for one day. The Liaison Committee proclaimed for
the third time a 24 hour strike and again this callwas answered to by more workers'

To the outside world the committee stated quite emphatically that the conflictwas
not aboutwages, but safety, recognition of the trade union, and labour contracts like

they are agreed upon in all other branches of industry.

When the workers held their ground it looked as if the contractors were prepared to

make some concessions. Odling declared that they were willing to cooperate on a

ballot on trade unions on the condition that work was resumed immediately. When

this brought no results, he directly changed his tune. He said he didn't feel like
recognizing the trade union and withdrew his promise to that effect because "it had

become clear to him by then that the union leadershipwas not able to gain control
over the situation".

Before thatthe employershadshown awillingness to takeback the workersthey had

fired in the beginning of August, but only on the condition that they should sign a

statement that they would no longer take part in strikes. "Just sign them", Ronny

McDonald said, "That doesn't change anything, because you sign under pressure

and such a signature is invalid according to the Employment Protection Act."
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As for the official British trade unions, their position were remarkable to say the
least. Some six unions had members among certain categories, main$ drilling
workers with steady jobs, like for instance technicians. But these organisations
barely were a party to the conflict. Nevertheless they could not afford complete
indifference or look unconcerned. Bob Eadie, an administrator of one of the

technical unions, declared to a reporter of the Financial Times, that he "had had

informal contacts with the oil companies and that he tried to achieve recognition of
the union for his members".

Roger Lyons, secretary general of another
technical union, had spoken quite differently
at the beginning of the conflict. He called
upon the (conservative) government to make
anendto it. "The Ministerof State forenergy
should reproach himself bitterly, should he

not interfere to prevent that the winning of
North Sea oil fallsvictim to anarchy", he said.

Such statements were not particularly apt to
maintain the trade union myth or to enforce
the confidence of the rank and file. Therefore

the six unions that have members in the oil industry hasted to make another
statement in order to make a better impression: "[f the lay-offs are not withdrawn,
theunionswouldfightthemincourt. Aslongasthelay-offsweremaintainedthere
could be no solution to the conflict."

This sounded tough! In reality it was a show. The demand for workers in the oil
industry is greater than the supply and has been so foryears. In every conflict in the
past those involved were fired to be taken back shortly aftenrards. "They cannot do
without us", the fired worker David Shaw reassured his colleagues at a certain
moment.

But ofcourse it was no show when the unions announced at the end ofAugust that
they would find a solution to the conflict together with the employers. The time
seemed right. The conflict still was at a deadlock. The unions had nothing to loose.
If the employers (from their well understood self-interest) would agree to the ballot
that had been asked for for such a long time and a majority would express as their
wish that their interests should be taken care of by the unions (or by a yet to be

founded union), then recognition of the unions would be inevitable and then an
advice to resume workwould be followed immediately and by everybody. Apparantly

I Xorth'Sea
i rig strikers
e condemned
"-. as cYnical

an

I . By K-enn.v Gtrr
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the strikers would have gained victory, but in reality the unions and the employers
would do well out of it.

When the unions announced that they would try to find a final solution to the

oonflict, the Liaison committee expressed its joy. Hardening of the actions, expanding
them by new 24-hour strikes - it was all suspended until September 6, the day of the

negotiationsbetween the unions and the employers. Did the committee not see the
snake inthe grass? Orwasthe committee,like some newspapershadwritten already,
closer to the union than it had seemed?

At the time of writing this, the result of the meeting are not yet known. British or the
Dutch papers in the week of September 6th gave no information. On Saturday the
8th of September only the Financial ?imes wrote that the strikes had spread to
cateringworkerswho takecare of the provisionof foodsuppliesonthe oilplatforms.
The maintenance engineers - the majority of whom are organized - prepared for
participation in the strike andwere supported by their union. From the employers
itwas stated that in short time there would also be negotiationswith the union of this
last group. Besides, the demands made by the catering workers turn out to be

different from those made by other workers. They demand wage increases, as

opposed to those who until now fought for recognition of the union, more safety and
reenlisting those men fired. We will come back to this conflict.

CB

lThe information for this article was drawn from Tfte Guardianof August 6,7,10
and 11; from Tfte FinancialTimesof. August 4,7 and 10; and from the Dutch
newspaper NRC of the 8th of August.

More on the North Sea oil platforms

The above article written in Autumn'90 still has no conclusion: the strike is over for
the time being but there is still a lot of manoeuvres to prevent the strike to burst up
again.

It is very difficult for the Oil Industry Liaison Committee, the unofficial grouping
aiming at the coordination of claims and of action to get a continental shelf
agreement covering all the oil workers, to pursue its action. Recently its chairman,
Ronny McDonald, said:"We will observe the will of the offshore workers", but the
workers and the committee are confronted with very hard pressure from the
employers and f"rom 'their' unions. Mass meetings would decide in the next few
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weeks future tactics and will reveal the actual support for the unofficial committee

and the damage caused to workers unity by the relentless assault of unions and

employers. One thing is certain: none of the most important initial claims are met

and the workers sacked during last summer are not reinstated.

The employers have a lot of possibilities of manoeuvre between the different
categories ofworkers. The building and drillingworkers (8.000) workforcontractors
regrouped in the Offshore Contractors Council (OCC). The catering workers

1:.OO0fwork foremployersregrouped in the CateringOffshore TradersAssociation
(COf.a;. Uost of the maintenance workers are permanent workers engaged by the

oil companies. Except for these maintenance workers, the unions are weak and they

are regrouped in an official'Offshore Union Committee'.

Last December, COTA had an agreement with the TGWU only for the catering

workers and only on wages: 14.57o wage rise for 9 months from 1. January. But this

agreementwrt oppos"dby the OCCwhichwants to limit thiswage increase to\17o,

tie same increase it was supposed to offer to the manual workers engaged by the

contractors. These workers had never been consulted by the unions and the threat

of an industrial action by the unions was not followed even by a vote up to now. The

situation is even more complex because only half of the workers are affected by this

refusal to implement the agreement; the other contractors have agreed to follow it.

In March '91, the occ offered unilaterally a package: 8.57o wage increase, 26

working weeks and26 weeks leave for skilled offshore workers. This offer got the

unions'approval. Tom Mackan, chairman of the official Offshore Union C,ommittee

said thatthisofferwas a real"improvement" and predicted that afterthat, therewas

"no real prospect for an industrial action" this summer. Nothing could please more

the contiactors and the oil companies which want to go ahead with important work
on two major platforms this summer and were looking for "trouble-free labour". At
the same time, the unions were following discussions with OCC for a 'hook up'

agreement, which means that the workerswould have some guarantee only up to the

point when oil or gas starts flowing; then they are no longer needed and they could

be made redundant. No question about the reinstatement of the previously sacked

workers and for a post hook up agreement: for the workers still working on the

platforms after the hook up, the discussions would be rig by rig with individual
employers for individual agreements.

No prospect for a continental shelf agreement which would be completely sapped by

these separate agreementsgreatlydividingtheworkers.The future of the movement

is in the workers'hands. 
HS 3/91
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1990 PRISON REVOLT
Muchwaswritten in UKpapers lastyear about the Strangeway prisonrevolt in April.
We have just seen one issue - June 90 - of the prison bulletin Inside Info with the

subtitle 'irisoners of Class Conflict, Injustice and Oppression; Struggles within
prison walls", which was inserted into an issue of 'Counter Information'. A statement

of th" Prirooers I-eague Association on Strangeways says that "prisoners in over 20

establishments demonstrated their support for a united struggle against a corrupt

legal system that discriminates against working class men and women, particularly

oir Utact and lrish comrades."The bulletin also contains a chronology of the April
90 prison uprisings.

"Why prisoners fight back" is an article by a prisonerwhich we quote the following

from:
,,The Strangeways uprising...has generated a plethora of interpretations and analysis

aboutwhat are perceived asthe currentillsof the British prisonsystem....none of the

discussions about the cause and rationale of the uprising, which acted as a cataclyst

for generalised unrest throughout the entire prison system, went much beyond the

usual superficial and non-contentious issues of overcrowding, staff shortages and

the existence of a ubiquitiousminority of 'subversive'prisoners.....shifting the focus

awayfrom the grievancesraisedby the Strangeway prisonersthemselves (essentially

complaints about physical and psychological brutality) and onto issues more palatable

to the establishment.Inevitably, factorslike grossovercrowdingand a denialof basic

facilities contributed to the uprising, but its true origins lay in the behaviour of a
prison staff that distinguished Strangeways as one of a group of prisons.'.renowned

for its brutal and inhuman treatment. Essentially, the disturbance at Strangeways

was an act of resistance to a regime based on a longtradition of officially sanctioned

violence and overt intimidation""
The system itself in its treatment of prisoners has dictated the terms of conflict and

struggle in prisons and can hardly be surprised when prisoners adopt a strategy of
direii action as a means of both highlighing their predicament and defending their

basic human rights. In that sense the uprising was primarily a response to the far
greater institutionalised violence of the prison system....The current economic and

iocial crisis pervading British capitalist society is finding its most excplosive points

amongst the most marginalised and dispossessed (its probably no coincidence that

Strangeways ignited during the same weekend that the huge anti-poll tax demonstration

in London became transformed into a pitched battle with the police)...".

ANTI.POLL TAX MOYEMENT
UK leftwing publications are still full of material about the poll tax, as can be seen

from the material below. We can also refer to the remarks we made in Echanges

no.65 p.33.
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poII Tax Riot Class War (London class war, Po Box 467, I-ondon E 8) has just

published a pamphlet with this title - available at the above address - send f 1 and

sAE (28p).

This pamphlet has the subtitle "10 hours that shook Trafalgar Square". This
reminiscence of John Reeds book "Ten days that shook the world" about the 1917

Russian Revolution on one hand revealswhat CW hides behind the systematic use

of slang in its paper: its real intellectual approach of politics; on the other hand is

particularly irrelevant to this situation.The UK in 1990has nothing in commonwith
Russia in t917 exce pt if we consider the superficial aspect of a 'revolt against'. The
pamphlet actually does not go beyond that. It is a good description with a lot of
photos of how demonstrating people enjoyed street fighting and casual looting.
Except for the ususal and correct attacks against the left trotskyist groups and the

calls for a defence campaign, there is not much said about the meaning of so much
people in the streets. In some parts there are some reflections about the 'mistakes'
of the police, sometimeswith some glimpse on a possible manipulation. But nothing
more. Even if we could agree with some parts of the following statement, we find it
difficultto understand exactlywhat is the realmeaningof thewhole: "...Yes, people

are angry so your anger is more than an individual situation - it's a social problem.
Capitalism survives (thrives) on individualism - once collectivity is even half realised,

then capital isunder threat. The Battle of Trafalgar Square was a sign of thingsthat
could come. It was certainly a sign of the reality of struggle; a battle for human
dignity. But excitement should not subsitute itself for analysis and clear thought.
kt's go forward and build a movement that can shake the foundations of the ruling
class and create a newworld." When reading that, a lot of unansrered questionscan

rise.

PoisonPen ('Producedby localsubversives'- address lettersonly asfollows: P O Box

71, Hastings, East Sussex) Stillnot payingthe polltax - CouncilBullies-Bookreview:
How deepis deep ecology? (G.Bradford - Time Change Press) ' Hunt Scum on the

run.

The Trafalsar Square Defendant's Campaisr set up because the official All-Britain
Anti-Poll Tax Federation advocate informing to the police on people involved in the

riot, have gradually movedtowards a close relationshipwith thisFederation and now
work closely with Federation stewards for the control of demonstrators.

A leaflet from BM CAT (London WCIN 3XX) - "Keep of the Grass" - tells more
about the grassroots campaign against the poll tax and its repression

The destruction of Toytorvn UK (BM Blob, WC1N 3XX) Their presentation of this
pamphlet: "The followingis a randoncollective thoughtsinstigatedby the GreatPoll
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Tax riot of March 3lst 1990.It ranges from on the spot observationsby participants
to awidertheoreticalreflectionbecause everyeventwhether smallor large - and the

Poll Tax riot was large - touches on the profound social crisis in the UK which is fast
approaching a Rubicon...".

La noll tax un coup dur pour le lib6ralisme - 'The poll tax: a hard blow to liberalism'
(CLB c/o Arthur Lutte, BP 272,62il4Boulogne sur Mer Cedex, France) Most parts
of this pamphlet in French contains reports of the various struggles against the Poll
Taxwith an evident amphasis on the violent demonstrations, translated from British
anarchist papers. The title is not that accurate: Does the author think that this fight
against the poll tax is actually only a political fight against liberalism - for what, for
reformism or dirigism?

Counterlnformation (Pigeonhole CI, c/o ll Forth St., Edinburgh) For a presentation

of thisbulletin,see Echanges65 p.34) No.28lSep.90: People powerbeatingthe state

(More information about the massive figures of non-payers of the poll tax allover
England and Scotland and actions against the tax. In Echanges 65 p,35-39 we quoted
some examples of workers actions in connection with the poll tax. This article
mentions:
"Housing workers in Greenwich, London, have been on strike since May 90 after
cashiers were suspended for refusing to collect the tax. The 160 NALGO workers
have received great support, with thousands refusing to cross their pricket line."
And: "Anti-poll tax groups, council workers and local residents in l.ondon took
actioninJuly90 againstredundanciesand service cuts.2800 NALGOworkersstruck
on in Haringey on 23 Ju1y...500 council workers took strike action in Newham."

This issue also contains brief material on among other things:
New Zealand, claimants actions against benefit cuts - West Germany: anti-immigration
laws, actions against racism - Revolts and demonstrations in Kenya and Zambia -

Strikes in Brazil, East Germany, Honduras, UK oilworkers.

ClassWar (PO Box 39, SW PDO, Manchester MI5 5HN) No.43A',1ov.90: Interview
with a Militant Tendency member having moved to Class War - A study of 'United
States of Europe' - A lot about Thatcher and the resistance against the poll tax.
No.42: Fight against the poll tax (with different advices on the ways to escape

paying). No.43: More on the poll tax - Two pages on the 'United States of Europe'.
No.44: No war but the class war - News of the poll tax fights - Buy or rot (On the
housing crisis in the UK and the homeless). No.45: A lot of short news about
strugglesinEngland and a longdouble page on'Revolution or destruction'about the
economic recession. No.46: Two articles on the poll tax, "The battle is won" and
"After the poll tax", among a lot of short spots on struggles facts, one page on the
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present fight betrreen the FA and the Football Lrague for the money involved in
socoer in England with some considerations on the social background of both
organisations.

Subverrion (PO Box 145, Oldham OL+ 4WW) No.4 (Autumn 90): The Gulf crisis -

'Our Arthur' or 'ourselves'? (About miners union leader A.Scargill) ' Eastern
Europe: Why perestroika will fail - Poll tax, class justice. NoS (Feb.91): Gulf war '
Strikes in Turkey - The events in the Baltic - The war in lreland (Criticisms of IRA/
Sinn Fein)'Debate on A.scargill - The 'left'and the poll tax. No.6: Cutting to the

bone: Local goverment, jobs, polltax... - Profit and hunger - Eastern
Europe - After the Gulf war, bring the war home.

Ihe Gulf Crisis Weekty (Box G, c/o Housemans Bookshop, 5 Caledonian Road,
l,ondon N 1 - g4 for 8 issues) The at least 17 issues of this sheet containst a lot of
information on the war. It is the result of an enormeous work of reading, listening
and watching to guess and approach the truth in reading between the lines and

showing all the crap the media is flooding everywhere. It is worth to read this fresh

air in the irrespirable atmosphere of one-way official media flooding.

No.3 (4.2.91):300000deadinIrak-The firstdaysof thewar-Mutineesand transfers.

No.4 Hard issues nuclear threats - Some western problems. No.5: Liberating Kuwait
notthe priority-Gasmask racism: Israeland SaudiArabia - The joysof the one party
state. No.6: Slamming the door on peace - The Amariyah air raid shelter' Bombing
civilians in Irak - Invasions you may have missed. No.9: The West prefers Saddam
to democracy - Irak had already begun to withdraw - Death squads in free Kuwait.
No.10: US occupation forces threatens Bagdad - The oil fires threaten Asia rains -

The last time Kuwait was invaded. No.14 (24.4.91): The West denies comfort to the
refugees - The ceasefire stranglehold on lraq - Desert storm: the space war - On the
US arms sale to traq. No.15: The West tries to hijack the UN again - 'Bomb now, die
later'- The british rapid deployment force - Fred Haliday and the myopic majority.
No.16: Unimportant people (On the 60000 Shi'ites who have fled to lran, the
massacre and destructions unequalled in the Kurdish north which have received
little attention) - Europe was a colony of Asia ("As Africa was to Europe in the 19th
century so was Europe to mid-Asia in the 12th century" - from A.P. Thompson's
'Doctrinesof lmperialism', 1965) - Whatdoes the word'Arab'convey? (On the point
that Arab civilisation and culture was one of the single most seminal sources of
Westerncivilisation). No.17: The wolf and the refugee - Conflict overEurope's army
- NATO Rapid Deployment force - Settlers shoot 4 year old Palestinian girl.

Anarchist l99l Yearbook (Phoenix Press, PO Box 824, London N19DL) Aguide of
the anarchist movement in Britain (Magazines, publishers, groups).f,1,50.
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Socialism from below (AWG, PO Box 820, Huddersfield HDl) Paper of the

Anarchist Workers Group . a good quality local anarchist paper which we know too
little about. No.l/Spring 90: Articles on Eastern Europe, abortion rights, the union
NALGO,Ireland - Discussionwith the ACF.

FRANCE

CI,ASS STRUGGLES IN FRANCE

Material on this can be found below in the notes about Liaisons and other journals.

Readers of the English edition of Echanges which are able to read French, should
be aware that some articles from our French edition don't appear in English due to
Iimited capacity to translate them. Futhermore that some articles in the recently
published and in previous issues of Liaisons have been written by participants in
Echanges and could just as well have appeared in Echanges.A comrade has written
a text on 'Struggles in France 1990'which will appear in full in no.67 of the French
edition - and in summary in another issue of the English edition. An extract in
German is also available.

For new readers we can refer to the Echanges pamphlet "France - Winter 86/87 -

An attempt at autonomous organisation - The railway strike" (see our List of
Publications) which analysed one of the first strikes in which the below mentioned
coordinating committees appeared. A critique of this and other texts appeared in
Echanges no.61: "Is direct democracy possible?". This issue also contained a long
text dealing with the same strike and the student actions in the same period, in a

review of the pamphlet "France Goes OffThe Rails".

In addition to various small notes, material from recent issues of Echanges include:
- The 1989 Peugot strike (no.62 - see below about Liaisons)
- 89P0 bank strike (no.65).

LIAISONS
ThelatestissueofLiaisons-no.4/5- isl08pagesdealingwithclassstrugglesmainly
in France 1988-90 and can be ordered from Echanges. The following is a summary
of the articles (all in French):

A new form of organisation? The coordinating committees in France
This text tries to place the appearence of the coordinating committees emerging in
many important conflicts in France during the last years in the dialectical process
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between the class struggle organisations and the present structures of capitalist

society. It analyses the various forms of cla3s autonomy, considering the constant

adaptation of existing organisations to the attempts of workers to defend their
present interests.
(See also some notes about coordinating committees in the critique of the article
'Coordinating ommittees facing syndicalism'in Echanges63 p.4.About theemergence

of some kind of coordinating mmmittee among French-speaking teachers in Belgium,

see under Belgium in this issue of Echanges.)

Notes on the workers conllicts in Europe in 1990

Atranslation of a textby C.Scarinzifrom no.26of the ltalian journal'Collegamenti'
(see also ITALY section in this Echanges). We quote the conclusionwhich sums up
the developments of this text:
"...The struggle brings, when ifescapes the control of the ruling institutions, some

kind of non profitable associations with the potential negotiation of the existing
order and at the same time a basis for some experiments about social qualities and

needs which are not and can not be solved in a capitalist system."

Chausson strike
The text was published in no.55 of the French edition of Echanges but never
translated into English. This strike (Feb.-March 88) in a car industry subcontractor,
with Renault and Peugot among the owners,lasted 5 weeks and escaped more or less

union control, with regular mass assemblies and the formation of an'orgalisation
committee'.

SNECMA strike
This strike of aircraft engine workers is more complex. tt follows a urmplete
restructuring of this large nationalised industrial group which has several factories
in the Paris area. It had its background in a strike in one of the factories -

Gennevilliers - in Spring 87, to bounce once again in Spring 88 and to spread to the

other factories. One of them became the qenter of the strike which lasted more than
two months without succeeding to become an all out strike in all the SNECMA
factories or to spread to other sectors (aircraft or car industry). A coordinating
committee made relentless efforts, in an unescapable fight with the unions which
helped management to weaken the strike.
(German translations of the Chausson and SNECMA articles hasbeen published in
an old issue (no.22) of 'Wildcat-Info', a journal put out by the Wildcat group in
Germany and can be ordered from them or Echanges.)

St.Nazaire shipyards
This text explains the long period of restructuring of the shipyards in France and
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describes two long strikes in 88 and 89, showing how the autonomous tendencies
escape the union control in the action itself with no specific form of organisation.

The Flench nurses actions (March EB - Jan.89
Longarticle andvariousdocumentsonthese actions. Canbe comparedwith the long
nurses actions in UK (see Echanges 60), but one of the interesting facts in this strike
is precisely its coordinating committee - one of the most important having been built
so far in u r11,ggle in France.

Peugot strike
Divided in two parts: First a detailed chronology showing step by step the not so

obvious though strong fight between the workers and the union's attempt to break
their determination. Secondly a short analysis of the Fall 89 struggle already
published in Echanges 62.

Civil serwants
The last article in Liaisons tries to bring to light a long and almost hidden strike which
lasted from Nov.88 to Nov.89 all over France among the civil servants of the Finance
Ministry (having 180.000 employees). The failure of the strike was followed by a
general refusal of work which obliged the minister to concede a lot of what he had
previously refused, in order to have the services working'normally'. All along the
strike there was a lot of fights between strikers and unions.

---:::---

STRIKES INTHE SECONDARY SCHOOLS
To those interested we can send a copy of an article in French on this movement
(Nov.90). To portray this movement, we quote extracts from a comment published
in the French paper'Liberation' l5ll2l90:

"There are too many things to tell...was the sentence on a board in a demonstration:
actually it takes place for a programme. The movement didn't speak, it was acting.
Withoutverbs and without adjectives...More than the collective movement of 1968
or 1986, 1990 was a collection of individuals in movement. Claims were so various
and different; they did not show any priorities or any possibility of synthesis. The
commondenominatorwasthe lowest possible, a kindofgeneralequivalent: money.
What the government had to concede wasfar higher and out of proportionwithwhat
other social categories could have got in recent movements. Even so a teenager
could tell: "Out of f 450 m., we have not got something concrete...When we are
external, we are so up to the end."
"One sentence was relentlessy coming: undifferentiated hate: against everything,
against all. Unavoidable consequence of such an exclusion feeled by
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everybody...Hooligans actually are the tip of the ioeberg: they are already marginalised
in places where most of the pupils still can consider themselves as potential
marginals. The difference with the 1986 movement on which the violence was
imposed,the movementof 1990hadthisviolence inside itself.Hooliganswere inthe
demonstrations like fish in the water: even disapproving it they accepted it, even
criticising it they protected it.
Nothing was more out of their sight than the power, its games and its rituals...The
most evident feature was the impossibility to oontrolthe movement. Some politicised
coordinations succe ed in discussing directly with the government, managing to find
an honourable way out; this was nothing in regard to the spontaneity of the
movement...The two coordinatingcommitteeswere:one close to the JC (communist
partyyouth organisation), the other one - FIDL - close to SOS Racism (linked to the
Socialist Party). The forst one was a skeleton, the second one microscopic.2 months
later both look as having taken the most of the movement. But both had lost the
essential fight: the lyceens, mostly in the country, have massively deserted any form
of organisation and have opposed the existing ones..."
Readers can with advantage look at our review (Echanges 61 p.22) of the pamphlet
'France goes off the rails.The movements in France Nov.86-Jan.87'which contains
remarks about the French school system and the 1986 actions also referred to in the
extracts below.

TIIE LONG STRUGGLE AT'SECIJRITE SOCIALE'
Securite Sociale: French national health administration and financing for health,
work accidents, retirement, child benefits...
Copy at Echangesof a complete text in french about this strike which lasted4 months
in a district south east of Paris (Esonne) and spread to various other districts.

IS FRANCE STILL AN INDUSTRIAL POWER?
This article (from Usine Nouvelle 15llll90) underlines the weakness of industrial
capital in France (permanent deficit, high unemployment, low investments) and
raise some doubts about its ability to compete with other powerful rivals. (Copy at
Echanges)

LIMITS OF A UNION ACTNTTY
In no.36 of the journal Ruptures (OCL Champigny, BP 101,94501 Champigny sur
Marne Cedex) there is an interview with CRC militants. CRC is a coordinating
committee between union militants expelled from the CFDThealth sector sections
after the Fall88 nurses actions and forming an independant union federation and
militants still in other unions. The interview shows clearly the limits of a union
activity squeezed between the concrete questions of the workers and the obligation
to participate in the various legal organisations discussing the management of the
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labour force (union delegates and factory committees), the slow crurnbling of their
influence and position in the daily empty discussionswith the big union bureaucracy
and the constant harassment of the recognised unions, and the problems raised

through common action with other minority, independent or ideological unions
(CNT, SUD etc...).

No.40/Oct.90 of Ruptures: Paris administrative district: the repression inside the

CFDT Public Services Union - Interview with an employee of the Securite Sociale

(Essonne) - Struggle in three Champigny schools - How to control the suburbs:
repression, murders, arms traffic and always the police.

AContre Courant Syndical EtPolitique (Renouveau syndical68, BP 213, Mulhouse
Cedex) No.16/July 90: The thousand faces of racism - Report on an ordinary
dismissal: on the indirect sacking of teacher Claude Maignant from a Aix en
Provence military lyc6e because of his opposition to racism. There is a call for a
subscription (FF50 to the above address) to this paper which regularly brings a lot
of information on the activity of the rank and file political and union organisations
working for the support of the system.

A contre... Marseilles edition (4 rue St Vincent de paul, 13004 Marseille) No.4iIr,Ia],

!9:Zappingin the East: workers are changing their chains (This article ends with a
nonJeninist bibliography on Eastern countries) - Poland - Romania; a short
viewof the socialstructure - Reviewof the filmon the portof Marseille,'Le rendez-
vous des quai'on the fight against the Vietnam war, produced in the early 50s but
distributed first in 1.990 because of the ce nsorship and the underground opposition
of the Communist Party which had ordered the film but moved to another politics
when it was delivered - The strike of the security vans - Obituary of CNT militant
Jorge Valero - The Cedri, committee for the defence of immigrants and refugees.
No.5/Oct.90: The Gulf crisis and the unions - Around the military operation
'Daguet': the 9 merchant ships carrying French troops to the Gulf disturbed by
seamen action; The CFDT union defending the 'national interest' denounce the
'trouble makers' - Three Marseille unions evicted from the CNT.

Courant Alternatif (OCl/Egregore, BP 213, 51058 Reims Cedex) Supplement to
no.97lJune 90: Revolutions stillwaiting in the West and the Fast - Behind the debt
- France, top level of militarism - The rise of nationalism in the East - The
anarchosyndicalist conference in Russia. Summer90, new no.1: From the National
Front to national unity - France, Africa and democrasy - T'he end of the workers
fortress: Renault Billancourt (Describes the methods used by management to softly
get rid of some 10000 workers with a mounting pressure on all those who have
refused all kinds of money seduction) - About the eviction of squatters and the
attock on the Comite des mal loges (Committee for people having bad accomodation)
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- Women in prisons. Oct.90: Irak, Kuwait, a war is hiding another one . USA and the
Gulf ("The hard core of the contradiction is the explosive question of the relations
between the industrialised countries of the North against the Southern countries
with the background of the crisis of American hegemony") - Irak, a servant of the
Occident - Murder for security at Reims on the backgrund of povertry - Chernobyl
90 (on the far consequences of the explosion and the biological mutations) - The
East is for sale 'What happens in the Securite Sociale (strike in the Essone district).
Nov.90: The Lyon suburbs on fire (Vaulx and Velin) - Immigration - Awitness about
the detention camps - Meeting of the union oppositions of the journal 'Collectif for
a 'class struggle syndicalism'. Dec.90: The Douce affair: a branch of the police under
scrutiny - Report on the events in paris 1211.1190 (lyceens) - Suburbs become
ghettoes, lyceens too.

Squattingin Paris leafletsinFrench on squattingin Parisandthe defence of popular
districts threatened by speculators. (Collectif d'occupation, 3 rue Ligner,75020
Paris or Octobre, BP 781, paris Cedex 03)

Iheorie C.ommuniste (address letter as follows: C. Charrier,8P2318, 13213 Marseilles
Cedex 02) No.10/Dec.90: The '86-'87 French railway strike-Dynamic and limits of
the new cycle of struggles - Civil society: fetishism and polititcs (Articles about this
subject preceeded by Notes about the 1986 French student movement) - Report
about a meetingwith the Italian journal Maelstom' (about the 'activity of revolutionaries'
and 'participation in the immediate struggles') - Discussion with a member of the
group Guerre Sociale - Restructuring: a text and correspondence.
This issue of TC is 100 pages A-4 at the price of 30 francs. A number of back issues
of TC and the seires'Notesde travail'is available. The article on the French railway
strike contains references to a text from us on this subject published in Liaisons no.2
and in English as a pamphlet (see List of publications in this issue of Echanges). A
review of a previous issue of TC in Echanges no.53 gives a presentation of some of
their ideas and some similarities and differences with the ideas of Echanges.

Heresis (BP 701, 75l62Paris Cedex 04) No.5/Sep.90: To die for the Emirs (On the
Gulf war, written in a flaming style: "It is stiffling, heavy, and marshy reign of the
general complicity of the managers.")

C R H M S S (9 rue Malher,7518l Paris Cedex 04) (Center for the research of the
historyof socialmovements and unionism) Bulletinno.l3:Amongthe presentation
ofbooks and texts (all in French) are:
-Research on lrorkers during World War [['
-J.L.Roberts: Workers and parisian workers movement during WWI and its aftermath
-Marina Ardenti: The ltalian immigration in Paris from 1926 to 1936
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-A.Guillenoles: The terrorist temptatation: extreme left and violence in France

1968-74
-Nathalie Hermella: The 1963 miners strike: national appraisal and local remembrance

(the situation in the Cevennes)
-R.Fabienne: The workers movement in the Oise district 1919-35, unions and

strikes.

C.ontre (C.ontre/Octobre, BP 781,7512/. Paris Cedex 03) No.7/Oct.90: Reoonquering

the town (Most of this issue is about the fights against evictions) - report from an

international meeting on Autonomy (April90).

k Proletsire (Editions Programme, 3 rue Basse Combalot,69007 Lyon) No.408/
Oct.90: Most of this issue conoerns the Gulf war with a serious study of the

importance of the Middle East oil for the industrialised countries.

LeCamisard Libres (Brisset,Poste restante,43370SolignacsurLoire) No.1/Sep.90:

All kinds of local struggles in France (more than 150) against the destruction of
natural life for the sake ofcapitalist interests.

BELGIUM

1990 STRIKE OF FRENCH.SPEAKING TEACHERS

1) There are 105.000 francophone teachers.52 % inthe public education system,48

7o in the private system. 50 7o are unionised.In Flanders, 80 7o of. the schools are

catholic and private.

2) From 1975 to 1990, the education budget in the state expenses dropped from 21,84

Vo to 15,4 Vo.ln 1986, the government adopted an austerity plan concerning all
teachers.In 15 years, the purchasing power dropped 15 %.

There was a general degradation of working conditions, with an increase of the
number of children in a class, bigger differences between pupils, the prospect of
unemployment for most of the teenagers, the buildings completely derelicted...

3) Since 1986, demonstrations, token strikesorganised by the unionswithout result.

Spring 1990, an agreement for all civil servants fixing the wage rise to 2 7o . But the
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ministers claimed they could not implement this agreement and want to reduce
employment even more. This is the beginning of the revolt. A movement starts and
goes beyond some token union barriers. Even the teachers in the private schools are

more active than in the public schools: the former start the strikes and spread them
to the public schools.

For one month - mid May to mid June - strikes, school occupations, picketing.

The strikesstart again in Septemberand last for 6weekswith the supportof parents
and pupils. The strike is widely spread: all the secondary schools and 90 7o of.the
primary schools are closed. The demonstrations are huge: 100.000 on 18/11, all
pupils and parents being in the streets with the teachers.

Teachers are not picketing their own school. They are picketing neighbouring
schools and could therefore pretend to be barred to go into their own school and
work normally because of pickets, and so get full pay.

Some coordinating committees try to bring some kind of independent organisation,
for the first time in Belgium.

End of November the unions sign an agreementwhich get some consessionsbutvery
far from the initial claim - they call for the resumption of work and succeed in
obtaining this.

Le Mouvement Communiste pour la formation du Parti Communiste Mondial
(address letter only as follows: BP 1666 Centre Monnaie, 1000 Bruxelles) In our
notesaboutno.l of thisjournalinEchanges65 p.79partofourremarkswere missing
and should have been as follows:
This journal, meaning the 'Communist Movement for the formation of the World
Communist Party', is a regroupment of two journals previously mentioned in
Echanges: 'A Contre-Courant' and'Cahiers Communistes', andwants to constitute
an 'international pole of regroupment'of communist forces. Subscription is 120FF/
700F8 for six issues.

Supplement to no.2/!Vinter 90: One year after: Peugot:
This supplement contains only texts about the last Peugot strike (see Echanges 62
and the notes in this issue about the French journal 'Liaisons'). The titles of the
different partsgive an idea of itscontents: The reasonsfor a struggle - Restructuring
and actions in the car industry - T\e 1974 crisis: measures to rebuild the capital
accumulation in changing the technical and organic composition of capital and the
job management at PSA - Productivity increase and exploitation - A new organisation
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of time and motion - Restructuring and class composition - Le ssons of the struggle.

An appendix gives a detailed chronology of the strike and a study on Taylorism: a

great victory of technique, man slave of the machine.

Perspectivelnternationaliste (Destryker, BP 1181, Centre Monnaie,1000 Bruxelles
1, or BM Box 8154, [.ondon WC1N 3XX,UK) Journal of the 'External Fraction of
the ICC'in French and English editions. No.l7lSummer 90: Analysis, discussions

and criticisms on the turmoils in Eastern Europe. These texts show a balance

between divergent opinions: is there a real crisis in the Eastern branch of capitalism
or is it only an attempt to consolidate politically the Russian capitalist class?

Open Road (Box 46135, Station G, Vancouver, BC) Anarchist News Journal. Wiater
90: How Green is my neighbourhood? - Claire Culhane and some of her stories -

Beyond feminism: Anarchism and human freedom - Theatre of the Absurds.

Demolition Derby (CP 1554, Succ.B, Montreal P Q Canada H3 83) (This paper in
English is free) Feminism: 3 women affer harsh critiques: texts by Dominique
Fauquet concerning the republication of the 'SCUM Manifesto, Gyrocracy Song

(Annie Lrbrun) and J.Claudia, Feminism unveiled - Discussion about militancy:
The highest stage of alienation - The Mohawk resistance - Correspondance: Most
of the letters are from 'Interrogations', Fifth Estate and others concerning a

previous article on anarchosyndicalism - Book reviews: America as paradise and
Modernity and the Holocaust (John Zerzan), Having little, being much: A chronicle
of Fredy Perlman's fifty years (Lorraine Perlman).

CANADIAN INDIANS - The Mohawk revolt:

CARPN (Support Committee for First Nations Claims) (64 rue de Maisonneuve,
appt7, Quebec, GIR 2 C3) Defence fund for Mohawk Sovereignity - Call for
solidarity with the resistance of the Mohawk people against the police attack when
they only claim their historical rights.

Letter ftom a friend in Canada:
"Canadian politics tend to be a lame imitation of US politics. The cuts in social
services are stepping up now following the model. Just now the parliament wonders

CANADA
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where to cut to get the 200 million more to finance the Canadian anny in the Gulf.
But in general, canadians think of themselves as not making part of any real

capitalist system or, at least, not just like the one in the States. They seem to avoid

thinking about all the Canadian enterprises that make it big by exploiting the

resouroes and people of any country round the world and in Canada itself.
In the same order of affairs, when I arrived here in Montreal it was the

beginning of the Mohawk stand in Oka and Kanawaka and the demand for land that
was rightly theirs. Two weeks later the provincial and federal governments didn't
have any other answer but the deployment of the army round the reservations. The
warrior Mohawks, after a time, gave themselves in, hoping for a final resolution for
their demands, but until now nothing has happened, except that some Mohawks
were put in jail and maltreated and some are out on bail.

There were waves of support from many other indian communities but their
stands have all been broken into by the brutality of the police and arrests. The last

was in British Columbia when a group was trying to defend their land from being
logged."

S. Nov.90

Additional notes from a Norwegian comrade:
The \n arriors' referred to are the Mohawk's'Warrior Society', an institution created
by the government of the Mohawks - in the words of an article I read, "according to
the tradition whereby military chiefs are subject to the authority of the representatives

of the clans and the nations" andwiththe aimof replacingthe Canadian police force
and defend the Mohawk people.

The uprising started in March 90 when the Mohawks of Oka, Quebec tried,
by erecting a barricade, to stop the building of a golf course in a forest area held
sacred by the Mohawks. But the work with a golf course was only what started the
uprising. The area in question has been demanded by the Mohawks as a reservation
for years. More generally, there is a deep level of frustration of this most deprived
group in Canadian society and demands for a unification of their present and

historic territories and political and economical self-determination.
In July there was a massive police intervention, when the Mohawks defied

court injunctions to tear down the barricadeswhich prevented the cutting down of
the forest.This lead to police attackswith assaultweapons, concussiongrenades and

tear gas, but the police were driven back by armed Mohawks. After this, Oka was

surrounded and food supplies and medicines prevented from going in. In solidarity,
Mohawks in Kanahwake erected barricades around their territory and closed down
a bridge leading into Montreal. Their area was also surrounded - first by police, then
by the army.

The Quebec government would only'negotiate' an unconditional surrender
withdismantlingof the barricades andhandingovertheguns.The Mohawksdidnot
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give in, amd the army was ordered to tear dowm the barricades, invade the

reservations, arrest members of the Warrior Society and use firepower against

resistance. In the beginning of September they dismantled the barricades, and the

last resisters surrended on September 26.
RH 4/91

SPAIN

Odio al capitalismo (Note new address - letters to be addressed as follows, without
mentioning the name of the journal: A.V.V.N., Apartado 111, 15300 Betanzos, La
Coruna) No.10/Oct.90: Capital throwsitselfwith ashield.How to react and forwhat?
(A leaflet on the Gulf crisis) - War in the Gulf, scoundrels in agreement, scoundrels
at war - lzquierda Unida:'Don't let the USA command the operation...but the UN
(On the Spanish CP's condition and their attitude towards the Gulf crisis) - On
immigration laws approved by the Spanish state - Worldwide repression of workers
struggles - Programmatic development: The marxist left in the second international.
No.I1/Jan.91: Carry on being troops or struggle against capitalist peace and wars -

Programmatic elaboration, part 5: The marxist left in the second international -

Prepare war during social peace and accumulate - 3 uses of biochemistry by
capitalism - Extracts of a pamphlet of the Argentinian group 'Emancipacion
Obrera': Against capitalism both in peace and war.

Resiste/Eutsi (Apdo 1673, Gasteiz - In Spanish and Basque) No.10: La Zapa, history
of a street - Bilbao: urban restructuring according to the logic of capital - The selling
o[ the DDR.

ZerEgin?(S.Martzial2,4-E2k,20005 Donostia) No.288: The Gulfwar-The French
revolution and selfdetermination - Union elections: fights for representativity - The
situation in the prisons. No.289: The restructuring of the A H V (steel industry) in
the Ensidesa -Nicaragua: a reviewof the errorswithselfcriticism -Dailyexploitation
and racism. No.292: The universal police (On the Gulf war) No.293: GLADIO: the
international of terror - USSR: a transition towards capitalism; the economic
reforms in the USSR.

Cultura Libertaria (Apartado de Correos 1687, 01080 Vitoria) No.19iFeb.91:
Catalogue of libertarian yerys in Spanish (1976-85) (Periodicals, documents, pamphlets
and books) - Anarchism in the novels of.Paz Galdos - AIP to all anarchists: on the
lies of senior Alvarez of the CNT.
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Western media givesusa picture of socialconditions and the condition and attitudes
of workers in Japan which often is false, one-sided and/or presents as general what
is true for only parts of social life or industry. Below we publish a text about a revolt
of day labourers in the Kamagasaki district of Osaka written for Echanges by a

Japanese contact.

More material on Japan will follow in another issue, among other things a text about
overtime work in Japanese industry. We are interested in material or information
about available material from readers, because Japan is not a country about which
the kind of information we seek is easily available.

THE 1990 KAMAGASAKI WORKERS RIOTS

From October 2to October 6 1990, Kamagasaki in Osaka was deeply disturbed by

riots. Every day, around the police station of Nisinari which controls this district, a
crowd of ancillary workers and young people rioted, throwing stones, setting fire to
cars and buildings, breaking into and looting shops and stores.

It was something completely unforseen in the seeming$ quiet Japan of today. To
understand these riots, we have to look at the background ofJapanese economy and
social life.

20.000 inhabitants live in Kamagasaki. There are similar districts in Tokyo (Sanya)
and Yokohama (Kotobuki) in which poor ancillary workers live. They are men who
have had to forget their families, even their names and are obliged to live anonymusly;

mostof themsingle andnotveryyoung,allof themrejectedbythe "normal"societ5/.
Many failures in their lives have pushed them little by little into these ghettos.

Most of them come from the poorest parts of the country or are of Korean origin.
Most of them work on a day to day basis in the building industry or public works,
others in transport, the warehouses or the port, ... They are recruited daily by labour
dealers from either special criminal gangs or employment offices. The gangsters

offer harder work but higher pay than the others.

These workers are the lowest category among the workers. To understand this we

must refer to the pyramidal structure of Japanese industries. All big firms are the
heads of a complex sub-contractors organisation: parent-firm, son-firm, grandson-
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firm, etc... (70 to 80 Vo of.the production of the firms are made outside the factories
of the firm). Using such a structure, the parent firm is well protected: economy of
investment, flexibility for the production, no risk of losses or of social disturbanses.
Such a rationalisation in exploitation is part of the competitive strenght of Japanese
firms in the world market: in 1978, the onlyyear forwhich such figures exist, Toyota
had 168 son firms (first levelof sub contractors),4,700grandson firms (second level),
31.600 grand grandson firms (hird level).

We can see the same organisation in the building and public services industries. The
building firm organises such a pyramidal system everytime it gets a contract;
contracting liable firms, first sub-contractors, second sub-contractors, etc... On the
building siteg all the teams regroup temporary ancillaryworkers, which are disbanded
immediately the specific work they have been engaged for is over. All building
contractors look for disposable labour. Seasonal labour or people from areas like
Kamagasaki provide it.

The Kamagasaki district is a pile-up of shanties for daily workers who each has only
a bed or one room of less than 5 square yards (maximum). After a day of hard work
or of not finding any work, they escape into gambling and spirits. They don't drink
low price saki for their pleasure but to escape the hardness of their life. The district
is full of illegal horse or cycle racing bookmakers where these poor people bet part
of their hard won money. Kamagasaki is completely controlled by criminal gangs.
The police know this very welt illegal gambling takes place openly in the streets
around the police station. Policemen don't see the people living there as ordinary
citizens but as something other than human. For instance no crime against Kamagasaki
people, blackmailings, burglaries or murders is ever inquired into by the police. So
people living there always hate a police force which does not at all protect them but
on the contrary strictly controls them. This hatred burst out in October 1990 when
it became known that an inspector had taken a bribe from a gang. The workers'
protest was against the police exploiting the gang exploiting them. The police was
somewhat reluctant to use their full repressive force against the riot because its
cause was a policeman's corruption. So the riots lasted and lasted. Hooligans,
students, youngworkers, teenagers came from other districts to take advantage of
this situation and gave the riot a push. For all these youngsters pushed aside in the
harsh race for school degrees, these events were a festival.

The Kamagasaki events removed the veil masking the reality of Japanese society.
Some think it is the sign of a social transformation. I think this an overstatement. tf
"political" implies a kind of consciousness of a new or other society, these workers
were not acting politically at all. On another hand there was no solidarity at all
between these workers and other workers outside what it is called "the ghetto
without walls".
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Diary of events
October 1, 1990: The Osaka district police are inquiring into a Nisinari police station
inspector working in Kamagasaki who shall have taken a f 4.000 bribe from a gang

to give them information.

October 2: All these facts start to be known in Kamagasaki and this evening a crowd
of more than 600 workers start a protest in front of the police station, throwing
stones at the building and the 500 policemen called out for its protection.

October3:Allnightmore than 1.000people are throwingstonesandsettingcarsand
shops on fire. This crowd is dispersed early in the morning but some stay in front of
the heavily protected police station, throwing stones. The Osaka district police
arrest the corrupt inspector. During the night young workers and students from
other districts have joined the Kamagasaki workers and the number of rioters has

gone up - cars are set on fire, trees are cut down to block the streets, a railway line

crossing the district is blocked. More than 1.500 policemen are brought in to try to
contain the riots.

October 4: 6 am, it is raining and some 1..000 in front of the police station have to run

for shelter. But afterg am, several thousandworkersgather again at the same place,

shouting and throwing stones.

October 6: [t's raining early in the morning but again at 6 am, hundreds of workers
without work because of the rain, start gathering in front of the police station. This
day is relatively quiet but in the evening more than 1.000 are again in the streets

fightingwith the police. Things start to ease up. The workers have no money left and

they have to go to work (they earn everything on a day to day basis and have nothing
saved); some are more or less fed up with these riotswhich are getting nowhere and

disagreements also are arising with youth from other districts. The atmosphere of
the first days is fading.

OctoberT: A typhoonblows in avery strong stormin the city. The district issuddenly
quiet and nothing further happens when the bad weather is over.

Kan Eguchi 12D0

The following extracts from an article in I-e Monde (October 90) brings some

complement to the description of these workers'ghettos of some Japanese cities.
"...The feeling of relative povertywhen aJapanese workercompares hissituation to
figures of the national wealth, masks the real condition of other workers who are

effectively at the lowest level of the social ladder.
The material poverty is clearly visible in certain districts of the main cities and often
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linked to socialcategoriesvictimised through a social apartheid; some belong to the
"burakumin", others are Koreans. The "Burakumin" belonged in the old Japan to
a cast of parias who had to perform the most dirty jobs; officially they are not
discriminated against but are still the victims of an unofficial exclusion. 3 million
"burakumin" live in some 6.000 ghettos. Apparently these districts are similar to the
other workers districts but then they are not: to be born in one of these districts
meansyou are barred access to a "normal" work and life.In these districts no public
money is spent: narrow streets of slums and derelict houses as in Suijin near Kyoto
station.

The Korean districts (650.000) are more openly segregated. For instance Kawasaki
in Tolryo's suburbs is not even mentioned on the maps. If not only poverty is reserved
nowto these minoritiesit isalso evidentthatintheirdistricts,crime, unemployment,
low wages and precariosness is the common lot of the people living there at a far
higher degree than elsewhere.

Less visible and more insidious is the poverty of a numerous category of low waged
workers, the artisans of Japanese wealth. Most of them come from the countryside
and at one time worked partly in the town and partly in theirvillage. But the lack of
work in their remote places of origin obliged them to remain in the big towns,
working hard, living in dormitories, spending as little as possible in order to send as

much as possible back to their families. The town is too expensive for them to have

their familieswith them and there is no longerwork available in the countryside. As
temporary workers, their wages are very low and they have to make them up with a

lot of overtime. ..."

INDIA

DEBATE WITH KAMUNIST KRANTI

ln Echanges no.63 (p.7) we published an article from FMS, the paper of the group
Kamunist Kranti in Faridabad, about an action of textile workers in Kanpur -

followed by a letter from the Dutch comrade CB to KK about this article, raising
some questions about the nature of working class struggles,'class consciousness'etc.
A look at this material is necessary before reading the letters published below.

Below we first publish KK's response to CB's letter. This was discussed at an
Echanges meeting and the contents of a quick reply to it was discussed. This reply
is CB's "About our differences: A short reply to the comrades of Kamunist Kranti"
also published below. An answer to this has not been received from KK. Since it was
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agreed that a quick answer should be made, it must be mentioned that CB's letter is
therefore very short and does not elaborate the arguments in detail nor go into
historical and current examples - something which however could easily be done.
Ourviewsof the classstruggle in USSR publishedelsewhere inthisissue of Echanges
is also relevant to this discussion, as well as a presentation pamphlet of Echanges
beeing produced.

Extracts of the discussion has previously been published in the Dutch journal Daad
en Gedachte. but we oublish it in full.

We also refer to the material about India and Kamunist Kranti in Echanges no.65
(p.3). TWo brief notes concerning Indian workers are reproduced below from two
leftwing journals. More material will probably follow in future issues, including
about a Bombay textile workers strike, the 'caste riots' and about Kamunist Kranti's
edition of Rosa Luxemburg's "The accumulation of capital".

RH 4/91

Answer to the Dutch comrade from Kamunist Kranti:
We do not know whether we have correctly understood what CB is saying. So, our
reply should be taken more as a step towards understanding each others positions.
We are not very well acquainted with the situation in Europe and what we have being
able to know does not give rise to high hopes. So, we hope you will not give those
meanings to our words that the European context has stuck to them. We hope that
togetherwe will be able to overcome these preliminary and irritatingdifficulties that
are a product of circumstances.

Having said thiq in our opinion the ideas underlying these words of CB, that".. .worken,
defending their interests in opposition to the interests of the ruling class(es), from
a certain level of capitalist development onwards, are inevocably forced to fight for
themselves andby themselves" , are WRONG. When is orwill this "certain level of
capitalist development" be reached beyond ("onwards") which workers in general
will act as MARXISTS? The "importance of workers' spontaneous struggles" for
marxists is that workers' autonomous slruggles force workers to bluntly face existing
social reality and thus take steps that lead towards the communist revolution. The
"importance ofworkers spontaneous struggles" formarxistsis that at timesthey may
give rise to "sparks of communist consciousness" (Paris Commune, Soviets) AND
the indispensability of organised maxist work in capitalism that they bring to the
fore. Recent workers' spontaneous strrrggles have shaken state-capitalist bastions
ANDgivenrise to obscurantist/chauvinist aspirations.It isbecause of thisthatwhile
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we optimistically look forward to "sparks of communist consciousness" that the
spontaneous movement of the working class may give rise to, we also work for
organised manist work on a global scale ("world communist party").

In our opinion, manist/mmmunisVmaterialist interpretation of history for revolutionary
practice of the working class AND workers movement are NORMALLy not
synonymous. Also, they are NOT "outside" one another. We consider ourselves
marxist, a part of the working class movement.

It is materialist interpretation of history for the revolutionary practice of the
working class that brings to the fore the globaVinternationalist dimension of the
working class movement and NOT the workers movement in POLAND. It is
materialist interpretation of history for revolutionary practice of the working class
that brings to the fore the importance of abolishing standing armies and universally
arming of wage-workers. We TELL workers about the Paris Commune, Soviets,
demolition of nations/countries and formation of the global human community,
events like Kanpur AND what workers SHOULD and SHOULD NOT do. Marxists
MUSTTELL andwithout a standing army/'Red" army under their command, they
can ONLY TELL the workers what they should do, ONLY EXPLAIN to them - the
decisions, right or wrong, REMAIN IN TIIE HANDS OF UNMRSALLY ARMED
WORKERS.

Materialist interpretation of history for revolutionary practice of the working class
thinks that the level that the productive forces have reached is such that the
productive forces can be harnessed for human welfare on global basis alone AND if
this is not done, humanity faces self destruction. It is for this reason that marxists
consider organised activity on a global scale to be of paramount importance. we do
not know if comrade CB considers irganised practice by marxists indispensable or
not. We will assume that he is for organised practice (his participation in Echanges
is a pointer), then the question of the FORM of this organised practice becomes a
prominent question. We will also assume that CB is for globally organised practice
(Echangespractice), then the experiencesof past practice and theirsum-upbecome
ourpointofdeparture forpresentorganisedwork.Theword "party"seems to be too
loaded for CB and he considers the adjective non-hierarchical to be mere a word. We
think otherwise. [n our opinion, past practice only tells us to fight against the
formation of "Red" army AND hierarchical organisations. New practice will certainly
bring up new problems but then, is there any other way out.

we certainly consider propagating experiences of Paris commune, soviets, "Red"
army etc...essential "for stimulating 'class-cosnsciousness'." AND in our opinion,
communist revolution (if it takes place) will be a conscious act of humanity.
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ABOUT OUR DIFFERENCES - A short reply to the comrades of Kamuniet
Kranti

I think that one should always welcome any attempt to a better understanding of
eachother. Forthis reason I'mgladforKK'sletter.Asthe comradesfrom India don't
know if they have understood me correctly, I'll try to give an additional explanation.
Doing so, I can only hope that in turn I have understood them well. It is not for
nothing that I start my reply in this way. We know well how difficult it is to make the

right irierpretation of a vi;w which isnot exactly fike your own. And as far as I can

see, our differences are big and if a discussionwillbe of any use,we have to honestly
admit this.

KK begin as follows:
"Inouiopinion the ideasunderlyingthese wordsof CBi"...workers,defendingtheir
interests in opposition to the interests of the ruling class(es), from a certain level of
capitalist deielopment onwards, are inevocably forced to fight tor themselves and

by themselves", are WR.ONG."
"When", ask KK, "is or will thi s'certain level of capitalist development' be reached

beyond which workers in general will act as marxists?"

It's a very good beginning, because this brings us straight to the heart of the matter.

The best I can do isto explain myview in a differentway andwith otherwords. Firstly,

it's a misunderstanding if one believes that there are any kindof ideas underlying my

views.What I\e triedto describe isneither aviewnoran opinion.It is a socialreality
which Ite seenbefore myeyesduringmy lifetime.Of course thisrealitycan'tbe seen

everywhere. Where it can be observed, one can only share my opinion. Where not,

something else is the truth.

That "certain level of capitalist development" isvery difficult to define. Surely itwill
be different in different countries and of course it's related with the whole economical,

social and historical scene. Nobody is able to say: it will be reached at this or that
moment. But in the course of history the struggle of the working class takes on
different forms. That this is caused by capitalist developments seems to me to be an

undeniable fact.
As contrasted with your opinion, I don't think that workers "act as matxists". They
don't and they will never do. They act in defending their own interests. As I see it,
the class struggle is not an ideological fight.Workers don't fight because they want
to make the communist revolution, but the communist revolution will be the

inevitable outcome of their fight even if they're not aware of this result.

As I see it, class consciousness does not mean that the working class has a clear idea
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fromwhat is usually called "it's task" or something like that.If one is conscious, one
is ahn ays conscious about something, and this something can only be his real being,
i.e. the social reality of one's life, the reality of one's place in capitalist society and
in the process of production.

I think this makes it very clear that I don't agree with your interpretation of history.
My materialist (marxist) interpretation is quite different. However, I think that it's
useless to quarrel over the 'right interpretation' of Marx. Useful however, is a close

examination of working class struggles in our different countries and exchange
information about them for a better understanding.

Ofcourse Icould saya lotmore aboutKK's letterandyouropinions. ButI don'twant
to deal with everything and every detail here and know. May I refer to the
presentation pamphlet of Echanges. There you will find again in other words than
those I've used here, the same opinions I have tried to develop. (See the pamphlet
'Echanges et Mouvement.Presentation pamphlet'.)

Toconclude: In myopinionthebestthingone cando isnotto speaktoworkersabout
the Paris Commune or an event like that - however important it may have been - but
to speak to them about their own deeds and struggles. I realise that this is an
approach quite different from yours. We will have to discuss this in detail. Hope to
read you again.

cB7l90

Dorkers
"...we have had news from our comrades on the struggle of dock and port workers in
April (1989). Like allworkers in India the dockers'struggle to maintain an existence
was fought over near absolute levels levels of exploitation. With the legal minimum
wage in the Dehli area (it varies throughout the country) standing at d,20.78 a month
a struggle against wage cuts due to inflation can literally become a life and death
matter.Afteraweekof strugglewhere the governmentmoved in thd navy and troops
the strike ended with a 20 7o wage settlement: a miniscule price to pay to secure
lndia's exports and no thanks to the five dockworkers' unions who last year called
off a strike and who have successfully prevented dock workers joining with the rest
of their class in the strikes which are a daily occurenoe in [ndia."
(From'Workers Voice', paperof the UKgroup Communist Workers Organisation)

Lockouts
"1989: Indian capitalists have been mounting an offensive against Indian workers.
Closures and lockouts are becoming more widespread. Lockouts have becorne a
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major problem facing Indianworkersover the pastyear. They account for 607o of.all
working days lost in industry. In the first three months of this year, for example, a

million working days were lost in the state of Maharashtra - which includes the
industrial city of Bombay - almost 4 times as many as in the same period last year. In
June alone, lockouts were announced at 34 Bombay worksites employing some
15.000 workers.As with their American counterparts, Indian and multinational
bosses are locking out workers to achieve inferior working conditions, curtail
shoopfloor control, lay off workers, cut pay or make changes in workrules."
(From no.13 (end 1989) of the US syndicalist journal 'ideas & action'.)

HONDURAS

Some scattered notes concerning Honduras

In the same way as for New Guinea in Echanges no.65 (p.88) we include some
material from a country not usually covered in Echanges, but unfortunately nothing
amounting to an analysis because we have not had the capacity to follow thiscountry
closely or time to write about it in detail.

The US military presence in Honduras makes it a country more or less under
occupation. 20 large military bases and 80000 soldiers on month-long exercises
creates a number of 'problems' - for the environment and scarce resources (like
citrus fruits), for the peasants being evicted from their land without compensation
when baseswere built, for the other peasants during the military exercises, all kinds
of social problems in connection with the bases (like prostitution) etc.
On a number of points you find the same in Honduras as in many other countries in
this area:
-An economic austerity programme, privatisation, a large military budget, a low
standard of living.
There is no longer a public supply of water. There is a big increase in the cost of living,
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and you have to pay for any service in the health sector. The military expenses are
35 percent of the state's budget, and the loans for the purchase of weapons make up
an additional large part of the budget. There are cuts in everything like heali,
schools, building of houses...
Honduras is one of Central America's poorest
countries. Almost 50 percent of the children die
before the age of5. Illiteracy in the rural areas
are 70 percent. More than 200.000 peasants are
without land, and unemployment is more than
30 percent.
-You find a large-scale repression, both in the
form of the foreign and native military forces,
the police, and the usual death squad-/contras-
like groups. Apart from measures like police
surveillane, tapping of phones etc against student
and women activists and workers and union
leaders,you findin the same way as forexample
in Guatemala and Colombia that workers are
"disappearing" and executed by military units
or paramilitary death squads.
To give just a few examples from the summer of
89: A series of killings took place in the the city
San Pedro Sula in the north. A leader of the
Bijao Cement Company Workers Union was
shot and killed by a security guard outside the
plant. A leader of the Honduran Tobacco workers union was gunned down as he
was entering a bus going to work, Death threats are common.

Below we reprint two articles from Financial Times. The first is about a strike wave
in funefuly 90 against effects of privatisation and austerity proglammes, mentioning
actionsina numberof sectors.we cannotforthe time beingsaywhathappenedwit[
all these strikes, apart from the banana workers strikes which is the subject of the
second article. Any relevant comments from readers will therefore be welcome.

RH 4i91

HONDUMN STRIKES SPREAD INANTI.REFORM DRIVE

From Financial Times 61700:
Awaveof strikeswhichbeganlastmonthinthe state hospitalsand spreadtothe mail
service and the country's banana plantations, is on the verge of becoming a general
strike. Most of the trade union federationsyesterday threatened a gen"ral rtoppage
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unlessarapid solutionwere found to the hospitaldispute. The hospitalstrike began
three weeks ago in protest at the health sector privatisation plans. Postal workers
then stoppedworkwhen the governmentlaid off 400 employees aspart of a brpader
austerity programme. This was followed 12 days ago by a strike of the 11000
plantationworkersof the TelaRailroad companywho are demandinghigherwages.

Other unions have since joined the strike wave as part of coordinated opposition to
the liberalising economic reforms, which have substantially increased the cost of
living. The strikes have officially been declared illegal.Senior military officprs have
warned that troops may be used to break strikes.

TROOPS END BANANA WORKERS STRIKE

Excerpts from Financial Times 7/8D0:

"President Callejas ordered troops to break up a banana workers strike at plantations
of the Tela Railroad Company. Several hundred soldiers supported ba police and
light tanks were used to dislodge strikers from the company's plantations in the
northerntownof La Lima. Theyhadoccupied installationsduringthe 42-daystrike.
Two strikers were reported to have received bullet wounds.

Tela Railroad is a subsidiary of US-based United Fruit and is one of the biggest and
most powerful banana producers in Central America...producing bananas for the
US and European market under the "Chiquita" brand. Workers had been demirnding
a 60 percentwage increase. The president decided to end the strike by force after a
failed attempts to mediate - he had suggested a 25 percent settlement.

The secretary-general of the workers' union said: "We have decided to end the
conflict to protect the lives of our members and have accepted a 25 percent offer."
Banana workers in Honduras are the most powerful unionised sector and tend to be
the reference pointforotherunions'wage demands.The fruitisHonduras'principal
export and a big source of revenue. By forcibly ending the the strike, the presidint
has won a breathing space for his economic austerity plan and headed off a threat
by United Fruit to close its operations in Honduras."
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ITALY

CollegamentiAilobbty per I'organi ruazione diretta di classe (Address letters as
follows: Angelo Caruso, C.P. 10591,20110 Milano) No.26lSpring 90:
* Communismus: hic sunt leones (Reflections on the crisis in the Eastern countries
on an ironical mode and some hypothesis for the future.)
* Students in Rome in the 90's (Some views on the student rnovement of lJt/inter 89i
90, called 'The Panther', which tried to oppose the attempt to rationalise university
work.)
*The 90's: Nofes on labour conflicts inEurope (In French in Liaisons no.4/5 - See
France section in this Echanges. The article explains the need to look for new criteria
to_understand struggles and tries to find them in the stnrggles of the past ten years
related to capital restructuring.)
*The tempest haswashed out Leopardi, Negri...and us (Apologeticreflexion on the
theoretical elaboration of Negri.)
* Red blood cells: The social selfmanaged cenfers (A short report of this experience
which has developed in most of the big Italian towns and which maintains a certain
importance. squatted buildings most of the time, sometimes legalised, most of the
time with evictions and fights with the police. It is the remains bf the autonomous
network - punks, anars.., - of the previous years - most important in Rome.)*.on the ur( (The article by D.Brown published in the Echanges pamphlet'Shake
it and Break it'- see UK section in this Echanges.)
*Three texts on China: 50 days in Peking - Historical
socialism: China - Interview with a Red Guard.
* Rebels and deserters in the Nazi anny (Aletter from a comrade who managed to
do research on the desertions in the German army in ltaly and their engagement in
the Italian resistancp against fascism.)

comidad - Bulletino di collegamento nazionale (vincenzo ltaliano, cp 391, g0100
Napoli) No.69/July 90 and no.7OlSep 90: These two issues contain discussions with
Collegamenti on the social conflict in Eastern Europe and the translation of the
article "Is direct democracy possible?" from Echanges 61 p.16. (An ltalian comrade
has written to Echanges about their publication of this article, and his letter will
appear in the next Echanges.) No.71lDec.90: l2.Dec.l969. the state throws a
bomb against anarchism - Continuation of the discussionwith Collegamenti about
capitalism, communism, Stirnerism. No.72lFeb.9l: Anarchist method and war -
Againon the Trieste meeting- Discussionwith Collegamentionthe organisation of
class struggle.
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LIST OF PUBLICATIONS

Publications marked with * are practically out of print and might not be available
when the order is received. Prices are in sterling for the publications in English and
in French francs for the publications in French. Cheques or postal orders have to be
in steding or francs. Notes in any other currence could be sent if they are the
countervalue of the totalorder. Pricesinclude postage. Orderswillbe ansvered only
if the corresponding payment is joined. They ian be sent to the following addresses
as well as any proposal for meeting, discussion or participation the the Echanges
activity:
ECHANGES ET MOUVEMENT, BM BOX 91, LONDON WC1N3XX, UK

ECHANGES ET MOUVEMENT, np iif , 75866 Paris Cedex 18, France

PUBLICATIONS IN ENGLISH
ECIIANGES - Current issue of the Bulletin Echanges available free. Subscription
(4-5 issues ayear) isf5 andincludespamphletsandeventuallybooks.Backissuesare
available, formost of them atthe price of photocopying(4ppr.A4 double page) and
postage.
Echanges et Mouvement.Presentation pamphlet (free)
Shakeitandbreakit.ClassandpoliticsinBritainl9T9ll999.(Newpamphlet- see
the section on U.K. in this Echanges)
Workers Councils - A.Pannekoek - Echanges
*Part 1 and 2 (1,00) Part 3 (50p), Part 4 (50p)
*Anton Pannkoek - His life and work - "Malxismr' - .,General remarks on the
qucstion of organisation - Work Press Pamphlet (50p)
The Hungarian Revolution - Council Communist Pamphlet (60p)
The experience of the factory committees in the Russian Revolution - Council
Communist Pamphlet (60p)
*Cwmbach miners and women speak out (From the 84-85 miners strike in a mining
village in Wales) (60p)
Poland 1980-1982.Class struggle and the crisis ofcapital - H.Simon - Black and Red
(2,00)
*Theses on the Chinese Revolution - C.Brendel - Solidarity (1,00)
*Ihe New Movement - H.Simon - Solidarity (1,00)
France -Winter86-87 -An attempt at autonomous organisation - Ihe railway strike
- Echanges (50p)
The COBAS - A new rank and lile movement - Italy 1986-87 - D.Brown - Echanges
(1,s0)
The refusal ofwork. Facts and discussions - Various contributors - Echanges (1,50)

6changes 66167 83

PUBLICATIONS IN FRENCH

ECITANGES - Bulletin - specimen sur demande - abonnement 50F par an donnant
droit a 4 bulletins et aux brochures ou livres publies dans I'anne - Des exemplaires
des anciens numeros peuvent etre obtenus au prix des photocopies (0,4dF une
double page format A4) et des frais postaux.
LIAISONS 'numeros deji parus; 10F; No.1,2,3. New issue no.4-5 on class slflrggles
in France 1988-90.
*socIALIsME ou BARBARIE - ancien numeros (10F chaque ): 516,23
* INT'ORMATIONS CORRESPONDANCE owRlbnrs Giof _ a ncie n nume ro s
(5F chaque)
*LANTERhIE NOIRE - ancien numeros;9,10,11
*RAISONS DE LA COLERE - ancien numero; I
La greve generalisee en France, mai 196g - ICO (10F)rHongrie 1956 - A.Anderson - Echanges (10F)tUn conflit decisif; tes syndicats comLattent la revolte contre le travail - LZerzan
- Echanges (5F)
Wildca( Dodge Tluctq 1974 - Black and Red _ Echanges (5F)*Le 25 juin 1976enpotogne - H.Simon - Echanges 1f-0ry'
Pologne E0-82.Lutte de classe et crise du capltat'- ujsiron - Spartacus (20F)
L'insurrection ouwiere en Ailemagne de l,Es{ juin l9s3 - c.Breniel _ echangel
(10F)
A I'Ouest rien de nouveau, USA l97g - Echanges (10F)*Lutte de classe autonome-en Grande Bretagne -b.giendet - Echanges (20F)
To the bitter end - Greve des mrneurs en Grande Bretagne - Mars g4 - mars g5 -
H.Simon - Acratie (30F)
*Ihbses sur la revolution chinoise - C.Brendel _ Echanges (10F)
GrEve I General Motors - collectif de Strasbourg (5F)
Espagne, de l'antiftanquisme i Paprls-franqrir-" - c.Brendel et H.simon -
Echanges (20F)
Cwmbach minieurs etfemmes de mineurs parlent (5F)*Chronique de la revolution espagnol" - H.bhazeA_lnion Communiste _ Spartacus
(20F)
*Lenine philosophe - H.Gorter - Spartacus (20F)*Reponse i Lenine - H.Gorter - Spartacus 1)0f)*Remarques generares sur Ia question de forganisation - A.pannekoek - vlam
Canada (5F)

PUBLICATIONS IN SPANISH
*La huelga salvaje en poronia er 25 de juni o de 1976- H.simon - I-a piqueta
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What ls Echangee et Mouvement as a group?

Echanges is not a group in the traditional political scnse of this word in thc leftist milieu. Thc most
:rccuratc way o dc6ne it is to call it a "nctwork".

A network, yes but ofwhich people unitcd by what and for what purposc?

Some elemcnts of thc history of Echanges will allow to bcttcr undcntand its prcscnr position. The
Echanges network was established in 1975 by lcft miliunts coming froo various groups:

- somc ftom rhe English group "Solidarig"; thcsc peorplc vrerc ctil in contact with a formr
"Solidarity' mcmbcr (Ioe Jacobs) cxpclled from this group for his o,gposition to thc "cardanist" linc
of the group (Castoriadis), mainly for his pcrsisrcnt dcfcnce of thc impotancc of class strugglc;

D some from thc hench group "I.C.O." (Infonnations C.orrespondancc Orwi|rcs) which disap
pcarcd in the aftcrmath of 1968 arnong hard discussions raising the saoc qucstion of thc nature
and thc impo,nance of clasr strugglc;

D somc members of thc Durch council communist group 'Daad en Crcdachtc";

>' a small group of militants in Bclgium publishing thc papcr "Liaisons".

Thc contaqs berwecn thesc groups and individuals had cxisted beforc, and mostly for a long timc.
Quirc a lot of other individuals scancred all ovcr thc Westcrn world wcre connectcd to this core, thc
link berween them bcing not only the group's publications or cxchange of correspondcnce but also
international mcctings. One of thcrc meetings had furnishcd the maarial for a pamphlet morr or
less giving thc commn position of the mcntioned militants. This pamphlct, entitlcd "Thc Ncw
Movemcnt", was the idcological link betwecn them. To kccp alivc thc cxchangcs built for years

around thesc various groups and individuals, it was dccidcd to rcgularly publish a bullctin Sving a
minimum of information on class smrgglc and of thc lifc of the lcft groups in all countrics. This
bulletin was Echangcs, and thc network was constiturcd by all thc contacts p,rcviously cxisting. It
gave thc opportunity m initiatc or o follow discussions on the evolution of capitalist society and of
class srruggle in thc modcm world

The bulletln Echanges

Thc bullctin was stared as a Ercans of sprcading and recciving infmmation. Thosc panicipating in
this pmject dccidcd Dot to borhcr with thc clarification of standpoinu hcld in common (which
usually accompanics the binh of a new group) but to acccpt 0re cxisting tacit agr€cmcnL Thc basic
implicit agracrEnt which undcrlay the contcnt and form of thc infqmation published was still
badly dcfrncd at the start, but as the p'rojcct dcvcloped, it revcalcd a sufficicntly unificd approach
among participantn even if participants wcre very divcrsc as explaincd abovc.

This tacit agrcmcnt cxprcsscd itsclf in the analysis of thc various phcnomena of class strugglc
uking place cvcry day as to bc placcd in thc contcxt of a muc gcncral undcrstanding of thc world.
Thesc phcnoocna includc what many othcr pcoplc think o bc individual forms of p'rotcst which arc
in fact pan of a collcctivc movcmcnt (c.g. abscntceiso, tumovcr, rcfusal of work, ctc.). This is
necessarily linkcd to thc critiquc of the cxisting thcuics of modcrn socicty.

To do this, we must havc infcrmation about thcsc conllicrs and dreqics. If inside Echanges we
somctirrcs draw different conclusions from a specific fact or from a sct of facts, wc still think that
the information which dcscribes thcsc facu should have ccrtain qualities. Hcre, too, a fcw simplc
principlcs guidc our way of sclecting thc information published in thc bullctin:

O Thc raison d'etre of the bullctin is dircctly dctcrmincd by thc doublc ina&quacy of thc official
means of infcmation: lack of information on class conflicts, exaggeration of thc importancc of
political and economic information (two wayxs of masking rcality).

e Hencc thc doublc task of looking for informadon conccrning thc cxperiencc of srugglcs of all

::fr.*O 
of making a mcaningful choicc from thc mass of political, diplomatic and cconomical

O We have fcw fixed preconccivcd conceptions limiting our gathering of information u of
analyscs conccrning thc mcaning of class conllicts today or thc forms thcsc conllicts s/i[ take in tc
future. It is not what workers think, cvcn about thcir own strugglcs, that mattcrs but what thcy
actually do and the real mcaning of their activity. We think we havc to learn from thcsc strugglcr
and to considcr their links with thc gencral movcmnt of struggles and with thc situation of capita-
lism as a wholc. So wc dcspisc using bluff, cmpty rhctoric or sclf-satisfying proclaoations c
offcring "advioes" or "lessons" to thc workcn. rtc scc this attinrdc as an clitist conccption secking
to usc and dominatc workers' strugglcs.

O As its nnmc implics thc bullctin Echanges wants to bc more than a one wsy moans of infqma-
tion. It is conccived rathcr as collcctivc lcttcr o which each rcadcr is cncouraged to contribue
according to his/hcr own possibilitics and nocd, in cxchange fu what he/shc cxpccts to get fto,m
others. Howcvcr, scvcral ycan' cxpcricncc shows that cvcn with thc bcst intcntions onc cannot, jur
by wanting to, csc&pc certain traditional forms of activity. Prcscndy, thc cxchangc of vicws and
metcrial, thc contribution of tcxts and thc practical production of thc bullctin alc thc wo,rk of a
minority as opposcd o thc majority of readcrs. But the orignat conception rcmains a goal of
Echangcs.

Some baslc prlnclples

A nctwork, like any group or collcctivity, is somcthing having its own lifc and having an cvolutim
rclated to thc transformation of socicty as a wholc. Fcoplc lcft Echangcs for a nurbcr of rcasons,
others joincd it who did not havc thc samc approach as dtc first panicipants. In 1980 somc of us

thought o writc e statcmcnt expressing morc clcarly thc common positions of Echangcs. Thc rcsul-
ting thcscs werE I rnatter of pcrmancnt discussion and cannot bc considcred as an Echanges plu-
form but rathcr as somcthing to bc impmvcd through an open discussion. What follows is not thc
original tcxt but the latest version .liscusscd:

l) In capitalist sociery rhe true contradiction is not one of idcas - revolutionary, rcformist, consgr-
vative, rcactionary, etc. - but one of inrcrests. No kind of will or dcsire can overthrow commodity
pro<Iuction or abolish the wagc sysrcm. This will only brreak down as a rcsult of class strugglc
arising from thc very position of the working class in the systcm of cagitaliql Fsdr.6.rr.
2) According o a widcsp,rcad opinion "class coosciousness" and "unity" arc sccn to bc thc main and
ncccssary conditions for what is consi&rcd as "rcvolutionary bchaviou/' or as "working class
action". This vicw ovcrlooks or mirinerprcts how action and consciousncss arc influcncing cach
other. Workcrs don't act as a "revolutionary class" bccausc fint of all thcy are or bccom
"conscious" of what thcy wanu "Unity" is not a prccondition fq, but is c'reated in and is a result of
struggle. Worken arc a "revolutionary class" becausc their position as a class insidc the capitqlist
systcm mekca it incviablc that thc mcre dcfcncc of tbcir own intercsts b,rings thcm ino dircct oppo
sidon to Orc fundamntals of thc cxisting o'rdcr, Thc social stnrgglc itsclf ransfoms thc rcntality
of thc pcoplc involvcd in ir Such srugglcs arc fought continuously in thc factmicr and clscwhcrc,
and potcntially thcy are rrvolutiooary.

3) Thc dcvclopmcnt of class strugglc with all its changing forms is thcrcforc far morc importail
than the dcveolopmnt of thc so callcd "revolutionary movement", regardlcss of thc mcaning givcn
to this word-

a) Thc break with any form of cxploitation or political practicc and thought (rcfomism, ctc.) is not
a mattcr of thcoretical discussion and conccptions but a mattrf, of class strugglc and wokcrs'p,rac-
rice, a practicc which is ttrc result of thcir drily conditions of cxploiution.

I



5) Trade unions are.institutions in capitalist society whosc function is m regulatc thc labour markcr
To bc ablc to do so; thcy have to kccp a balancc betwccn on thc one hand workcrs'intcrcsu (trying
to maintain the loyalry and the suppo,t from thc workcrs) and on thc other hand the intercst of
capitalists (trying to maintain thc confidence of as wcll as their uscfulncss fo,r managemcnt). But in
modem capialism thc historical tncnd pushcs bwards their complcrc intcgpation. Performing their
initial function in thcsc conditions they are more and morc transformcd iqto mcchanism of disci-
plining thc worksrs. Calls for rcjccting thc unions or for thcir suppom or for rcforms have no
mcaning at all. It is more impo,rtant to sec what is thc specific and concEtc rolc of unions in the
dcvcloprcnt of class struggle. One has to be wcll awarc of thc fact that thc sarnc rank and filc
workcrs who at onc timc suppon unions, will opposc them in practicc when their own incrcsrs
force them o go against the present sopial ordsr. tn gcncral wc can say that particularly in thc
highly dcvelopcd countrics thc post-war dcvclopmcnt of class strugglc has greatly rcduced thc
possibility of mcdiating beween thc classcs and has creatcd a situation where workcrs find them-
selves pcrmancntly opposcd to the unions. Thc sam dcvclopment of thc actual.class strugglc has
rendsrEd obsolctc any kind of syndicalist projcct

6) For similar rcasons it is useless to call for the rejection or suppo'n of parliamcntarism. Thc fatc of
parliementarism dcpcnds exclusivcly on class struggle insidc thc capitalist systcm. Wharcvcr may
bc the reason for thosc who want to call thcmsclves "rcvolutionarics" not to participate in parlia-
mcntary work or not to votc in an election workers havc other reasons whcn thcy don't go to the
poll. If thcy stay at home on clection day, they don't do so with revolutionary idcas in mind They
abstain bccausc parliamcnt, parliamcntary panies and politicians don't havc anything to say to thenr,
bccausc they havc undcrstood that none of the political panics is dcfending thcir intcrcsts and that it
dos not make much difrerencc if this party or anothcr is in office. On the other hand worken who
go to the poll and share parliamcntary illusions will not rcfusc to participatc in unofficial strikcs or
factory occupations if thcy sccm ncccssary. Both carcgorics bchavc thc samc way in practicc
irrespective of their anitude in clections. They do so without a revolutionary theo,ry about parlia-
ment and without bcing conscious that and whcn thcy are atacking the ordcr of bourgeois socicty.

7) The so called "rcvolutionary movcment" and the "revolutionary grcups" tend to be weaker and
weaker nowadays and clcarly suffer thc fate of atomisation, They are weak because workcn arc
more and more acting fot themsclves and by thcmsclves. It is more and morc clear that their means
of action and mcthods of strugglc arc not and cannot bc prcscrihd or taught by any sort of
movcmcnt qr group formcd for this purposc outsidc or insidc thc working class, Class srugglc
exists and dcvclops indcpcndently of thesc "rcvolutionary gloups" or "movements". The lcvcl and
sizc of the so callcd "inrwention of revolutionary groups in thc struggles" never dcterminc or
fundamcntally influcncc thc lcvcl and sizc of workimg class struggle. Wc may bc individually
involved in such stnrgglcs cithcr bccausc wc belong to thc collcctivity involved in a panicular
smrgglc or bccausc wc panicipac in one or anothcr of thc host of rcmpomry otganisms creatcd
during a panicular struggle and for that strugglc alonc. Wc considcr that ouuidc thesc sruggles rhc
exchangc ofinforrnation, discussions and thc sccking of thcorctical insights are an esscntial instnr-
mcnt of our own activiry which cvcntually might scrve othcrs as wcll.

8) In very general rrms "revolution" is usually dcfined as thc ovsrthrowing of capitalisrn If we
wish to characrc'rizc it in a diffcrent way wc could say e.g. that it mcans on onc hand thc dcclinc and
disappearancc of all kinds of practical organisational fmms "rcprcscnting" and repcssing wckcrs'
interests and of idcological expression of such ancmpts, on the othcr hand the gcneralisation at thc
same time of drc autonomous wortcrs'practice.

What is Echanges today?

As wc are not co0ccrncd with congucring any organisation or bcing thc leadcrship of anyonc we
have nothing to hidc or to pretcnd- We are a smsll 6rrmbcl of scancrcd miliun6 writing and disui-
buting publications o bctwecn 3fi) and 500 pcoplc cqually scattcrcd and bcing moe or lcss politi-
cally motivatcd pcoplc, among them ccrtainly nor too nuny workcrs, and marry of them showing
political disagretmcnt with tbc basic positions dcvclupcd in this prcscntation tcxt
Wc coul4 ari so Eany groups do, pretcnd to bc an "intrrnational organisation" involved rnd
"inervening" in a lot of suuggles all over thc wold. Wc se, however, not at ell worried o be what
wc arc: a SrouP 8E wc havc said abovc is thc product of a specific si$ation in thc dcvclopmcnt of
Prcsent society. I$ fatc, bc this growth or dccline, will bc thc rcsult not simlly of our own involvc-
mcnt and activity, but of 6c cvolution of class strugglc. Trying o luild lo@cthing clsc only
referring to our own "rcvolutionary will" would bc inconsisrcnt with orn vicw on class struggle atrd
rather inconscqucnt as well. To answer the usual criticism of being a mcre 'spcctator" of class
smrggle wc will say that it is not a Eattcr of our own choicc being constantly involved in rhc
dcvclopmnt of class antagonism 6 not.

To facc somc scnsiblc curiosity we can say that thc most activc in Echanges are eithcr individual!
or groups located in

- Francc
- Gerrnany
- Holland
- Italy
- Norway
- the uK
- and thc U.S.A.

and that these individuals or groups are in close contact with individuals or groups in Bclgium,
France (Liaisons), Holland @aad cn Gcdachte), Italy (Collcgamnti), Scandinavia (Motiva Forlag),
Spain @tcetera), U.S.A. ... though it is undeniablc that thcsc conncts are not cxcluding differcnccs
of opinion and distinct ways of action.
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Lisl of publlcetbnr

Publi;ations mrt d wfth ar I ur prsctbslly out of trint and could bo oo lorgcr availablc wbn adcred. Pri:cs arc in
Rcnch francs fu dtc pbti.atiar in Rqrch srd in Foood strling fr drc orcr in Englislr. Clrcqrs or posul adcts
have to bc Eudc out in francs or in stcrlinS!" Bsnt mlcs h any ctrrcncy ut rc.ptad a hi.at thcy rcprc.ecot 0E
countcrvaluc of thc ool of tfic odcr u curcnt crchang? s$cl wift sr of dro two cnrrurbl fltcntioncd. Priccs ircludc
posuge. frcrs rill bc urswcred orly if thc corrtpoding peyrncnt i! jofurcd" Tbcy can bc $nt indifrcrcnrly b ooc of
the following addrcsscs - as wcll as ury poposal of mccting, disussioo c paticigetiar h Echeogps rtiviti.x.

Ech.ngoaai hrIvamenl
Bll Bor 9l
London WCI N3XX
Unlt.d Kln0doilr

Ecllngorol trEvamcnt
BP 2'1
76060 PrrLC.d.r 18
Franca

Publkrdons h Frcach

Lr grlvc gft{rrlis& cn Frutce, gtai l%8 (ICO) . . . . l0 F
Andcruon,!trmgricl956(Eclunger)...,. ,,...10F
Zcrren, Un cmllit d&fuif: f.cr Jyndicstr coorbafietrt
lar€voltcmrtrehtraydl(Echonga) . , . . 5F
Wildcet Dodge Trrh 1974 (Blrck and R.d/Echangs) , . . . . . . 5 F
H.Sfunon.Lc25juincnPolognc@chrngcs),.. ...10F
H. Sinon, Fobgr 198G82. Luuc dc clsssc ct crisc
duceital(Spdtew) . . , . . . , . . , . .20F
.C. Brtndcl L'insurrcctix orrithc an Allcrnagnc
delEsr-juin1953(Eclungcs) .......10F
Al'Oucstrien&nouveau-USAl978(Echanscs). ........10F
C. Brcadcl. Lurr dc ch.s,r ruooornc rn Gt8n&
Brctagnc(Eche86)...., .......2OF
H. Simon, To thc biu cnd - Grlvc dar mhcrs cn
Gnndc Brcugrc, mrs l9&4 (Acmie) . . . 30 F
C, Brtndcl, Thlscs sur ls r€\olutioo chinoisc
(Echarges) ....,10F
GrlvclGcncrallv{otors(EchsnSw) ...,.5F
C. BrcndoUH. Sino, Espo$E - d. I antifranquisnc
Al'apds-eanqubrr(Ech$Sca) . . . . . . 20 F
.Cwrrbech:mirumetfdlm6&minanprlcnt. . . , , . , . . 5F
.H. Chrr{, Clrmi$E dc L r{volutim cspagrlc
(Spanrus) .....20F.Prnoclock,lloincphil6ophc(Sp6teut).... ........20F
'Gortcr, R4ponrc I llainc (Spereus) . . .nF
rPenmlock, Rcmrqtr! glr*rahs su h qucstion dc
lbrganiotior(VlamCanada). ..,.. ,. 5F

Bact irsics ofthc foUo*'ing publicariom arc gill availabh in rorll quurtitir:s:
rpv6'g6ilrllmc oo Brrbrrlc' (10 Fcrh)trenr "Inlornrtlonr Corrcspooducc Ouvrllrrr" (5 Fech)
'rcnrc 'Ll L.!t rtrc NohG" (5 F eh)
'rcvuc "Rrboot & b Coltrc" (5 F eh)
bullctin "Echrnpr - Frcoch cdfthi - orrart ilsrE rvtihHe frrc - subrripti.rl 50 F fa one yc.r includinc
P€4PhlcB and crauully boots pr$lishcd drning rhc ycar. Brt is$s avrilrbb !i rbc coc of plrcocopics (4p pr Atr
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