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Class Warfare
DEFY THE CHILD SUPPORT ACT

FROM April 1993 the new Child Support Act will be used to try to
force single parents (usually women) on grants and benefits to
name the absent parent of their children.

The government is setting up the ñC hild Support Agency" to track
down these absentfathers and force them to pay ñmaintenanceò. The
Treasury will pocket ALL the ñmaintenanceò - the children will get
NOTHING.
The Campaign against the Child Support Act is calling for a national

campaign of non-cooperation with the Act to make it unworkable.
Millions of people defied and defeated the Poll Tax. We could do this
again againstthe Child Support Act. We have to worktogether locally
and nationally to destroy this Act and similar attacks.

Pickets and protests have been held at official Child Support
Agency presentations in Aberdeen, Bristol, Edinburgh, Glasgow,
Heathrow, London and Manchester. The Campaign Againstthe Child
Support Act has forced the DSS to back down in over3O cases where
they were illegally harassing single mothers. Now CACSA are
holding a national conference in London on 20 February to co-
ordinate grass-roots opposition.
CACSA, PO Box 287, London NW6 5OU. Tel. 071 837 7509.

WATER theft threatens
Scotland. But local
community groups are
forming to sink government
plans to introduce a water

A privatisation bill this autumn.
Broughton Hands Off Water in

Edinburgh declare : ñWe promise
the pirate privatisers that * We
wonót be paying the private water
bills * There will be massive action
and resistance against any
disconnections or installation of
water meters * water privatisation
will be stopped."

.....,,, 3,000 marched in the Hands Off
Our Water demo in Glasgow on 21
November, with speakers
advocating non-payment. In
January HOW activists cut off the
water supply to the house ofScottish
Secretary of State Ian Lang! Local
groups already exist in Strathclyde
and Lothian.
óWe wonôt pay for privatised water"

sa_v 3,000 in Glasgow on 21 Nov...
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LEVEL PLAYING FIELD?
DESPITE a virtual press black-out, local actions are
continuing against the pit closure programme. Dozens
of towns have seen marches or rallies, and many of the
1984-5 Minersô Support Groups have been reactivated.

Some of the most dynamic actions have come from Women
Against Pit Closures. In December they occupied the offices
of Armthorpe colliery for a whole weekend, emerging to be
cheered by a 500-strrong crowd. In mid-January they set up
non-stop 24-hour camps outside the ten pits threatened with
immediate closure, promising to keep them going until the

- future of all pits is secured. On 6 February they organised a
demo in London which won considerable support.

I Both actions have breathed new life into a grassroots
campaign, showing that we donôt have to rely on scum like

j politicians or High Court judges. With redundancies piling up
every day, the women who occupied Armthorpe know the

- score: ñitôs not just about the miners, it's everybodyðhealth
t workers, British Rail, all of us.ò
Contact: National Minersô Support Network, 219 Mare Street, London E8

Q10 (tel. oat eas 1905); Women Against Pit Closures, tel. 0782 281246]

not orkfare
RESIST ALL BENEFIT CUTS

BEATING drums, blowing whistles and ringing a cow bell, 25
protesting claimants invaded an Edinburgh Benefit Office on
26 January.

Part of the National Claimants Federation Week of Action, the
demo was called by Edinburgh Unemployed Workers Centre to
oppose the governmentôs latest benefit cuts.
New regulations, introduced in December, remove benefits entirely

from those judged not to be ñactively seeking work". Previously
these claimants could still receive 60% of income support. What's
more, under the new rules claimants can have their benefit cut
without warning.

ñAny victimisation of claimants by the benefit authorities
should be met by demonstrations and direct action at the
benefit office responsible, ò urged the Edinburgh protesters - as
for halfan hourtheydrum med, blew whistles, paraded with placards
and banners, made speeches and distributed leaflets to staff amd
claimants inside the High Riggs Unemployment Benefit Office.

Other Claimants Federation activity included an Action for Benefit
Rights picket of the Central London Employment Services office on
28 January and mass Benefit Office leafleting by Swindon
Unemployed Movement and Brighton Unemployed Workers Centre.

With John Major's February speech advocating "workfare"
the need is clear for direct action by claimants and workers to
stop any such moves towards compulsory work for dole.
EDINBURGH UINEMPLOYED WORKERS CENTRE,103 Broughton St..
Tel. 031 557 0718. Open 12 -4pm weekdays. Postal addres : EUWC,c/0
1st Floor, 20 Melville Terrace, Edinburgh EH9 1 LY. ACTION FOR BENEFIT
RIGHTS c/o 11 Bamsbury Rd, London N1 OHG
 

8,000 took to the streets of
Glasgow on 30 January to oppose
water privatisation. But the strictly
legal protest strategy advocated by
the Labo ur Party and the STUC (the
demo organisers) will never stop
the Tory water thieves.

As with the poll tax, mass non-
payment can win. And grass-roots
activists must be ready to totally
oppose the governmentós likely
choice of the franchising option for
Scottish water - a choice aimed at
introducing the massively
unpopular privatisation option
gradually, through the back door.

In England and Wales water is
already privatised. Bills and
disconnections are soaring. But
resistance has started. In October
residents in 5 estates in Carshalton,

Surrey blocked roads to stop
Thames Water contractors installing
water meters. Some water stopcocks
have been completely sealed with
cement!
RESISTANCE IN EDINBURGH :
Broughton O31 553 3153. Stockbndge
New Town 667 4299. Haymarket
Tollcross 229 7437.

ITALY
20,000 marched in Milan on 20
November as various grass-roots
workersô organisations called a
national strike against the gov-
ernmentôs austerity programme.
While the level of struggle has
fallen since autumn, and the self-
organised workersô movement is
experiencing some divisions,
workersô direct actions - occupa-
tions, blockades of roads, rail-
ways etc. - continue round Italy.








