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ANARCHY l12 (Vol l0 No 6) JUNE 1970

This issue has been prepared for us by members of the Southern
Africa Commission ('Libertarians Against Apartheid') to give readers
a basic knowledge of the facts behind the situation in Southern AJrica
(and in Guind in l(est Africa). These articles are only meant as qn
introduction and obviot,tsly people working on the Southern Africa
scene will realise how the white racists, propped up by their qllies,
dominate Africa, and will grasp the intricate ways in which independent
countries (with, of course, exceptions like Tanzania and Zambia) are
pressurised into accepting the racist regimes.

Vle are very gratelul to Roy Heath, lanice Bauer, lackie Bishop,
Dave Cronin, Peter Hellyer, Fiona Yardley, and all the other people
wlo have helped.

$outhern
AfriGa
SOUTH AFRICA
Douglas Marchant
Iu ruu MoRNrNc of the 2lst March, 1960, a crowd of Africans including
women and children gathered around the police station of Sharpeville,
an African township near Vereniging in the Province of the Transvaal.
They were there as part of a nationwide campaign against the cement
of Apartheid: the "pass" laws. This campaign aimed at getting so
many Africans, without their Reference Books, outside local police
stations that the South African master race would be unable to
lrnprison them, sirnply because there would not have bern enough cells;
hence, the breakdown of the "pass" system was foreseen

However, the master race had a very effective answer to such
campaigns and the massacre they perpetraied at Sharpeville was but,
in the words of South Africa's Prime Minister of the timq o'a periodic
phenomenon", or, in other words, an example of the traditional answer
to those Africans who had the audacity to campaign for basic politicat
and human rights.

But the world's reaction to the Sharpeville massacre was of another
order. The world was so outraged and left in such a state of shock
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and horror that the United Nations has named the 21st March as the
fnternational Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination.

What happened at Sharpeville was simply this. News spread that
a statement concerning the hated "pass" Iaws was to be made by
someone in authority so the Africans patiently waited around. It was
all rather gay. Something like a holiday atmosphere. When aircraft
flew back and forth over the crowd, young boys took oft their hats
and waved at them.

An ominous note! At 11.30 a.m. two Saracen Armoured Cars
arrived on the scene followed by three more a little later. Then
contingents of armed men and Security Branch officers arrived quickly
followed by Lt.-Col. Pienaar who took command. This man-didntt
waste any time. Within fifteen minutes he gave the order "Load
five rounds".

ft was all over in forty seconds.
Killed: 69 Africans including eight women and ten children.

Wounded: 180 Africans including thirty-one women and nineteen
children. From the evidence given at the Commission of Enquiry it
was clear that well over 70% of the victims were shot in the back
and that not one single African was armed.

A number of people believe that the Sharpeville massacre was a
"mistake", that some South African policemen had become "panic-
stricken" and pulled the triggers of their guns which moved their
colleagues to follow suit. Indeed, that Sharpeville was an 'oaberration"
in an otherwise happy and peaceful country.

They do not seem to realise that the establishing of a ruling elite
based on race incontrovertibly leads to all other racial groupings being
considered as second-class citizens or, more to the point, non-people.
A racial elite becomes psychologically equipped to maltreat their fellow
human-beings; jusl. because the colour of their skin is different.

The former Bishop of Johannesburg, Anrbrose Reeves, in an account
of Sharpeville published by the UN Unit on Apartheid, put it this
way: "ff it had been a white crowd the police would have tried to
find out why they were there and what they wanted. Surely their
failure to do so was duc to the fact that it never occurred to them
as custodians of public order either to negotialc with the African leaders
or to try to persuade the crowd 1o dispcrsc. 'Ihcir attitude was summed
up by the statement of Lt.-Col. Picnaar lhat 'the native mentality does
not allow them to gather for a peaccful dcntonstration. For them to
gather means violence'." And so Africans wcre killed at Sharpevilte!

The only unusual fcatures of lhc Sharpcville massacre were that
it just happened to occur during a particularly tensive period and
a photographer managed to record thc cvent in a way that required
no comment. Warwick Robinson's pholographs were flashed around
the world, but his own newspaper, the Rand Daily Mail, didn't dare
publish them-a comment in itself !

After it all. were the whites sorry? Before the one-man Government
Commission appointed to investigate the shooting, the Butcher of
Sharpville, Pienaar, rvas asked: "Do .ruou think thai you have learned
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any useful lesson?" "Well," he replied, "we may get some better
equipment."

However, one white was "sorry". During that fateful day in
March 7960 a crowd of some 4,000 Africans had gathered outside the
police station of Vanderbijlpark about ten miles from Sharpeville and one
African had been shot dead. The MP for the Vanderbijlpark division,
Dr. Carel de Wet, who later became the South African Ambassador
in London, rose in the South African Parliament during that afternoon
and declared: "It is a matter of concern to me that only one person
was killed."

The Government showed no signs of an apologetic disposition.
A special law was passed to ensure that the police wouldn't -have 

to
pay any money to the victims' families, 1,9CI political leaders were
detained without trial for about flve months, another 20,000 people
were detained for control 'opurposes'o and the Minister responsible
for "Bantu Administration" (the man who tells the Africans where
they are to live and work) declared that race relations in South Africa
were better than ever.
Other Massacres

If there are still people who believe that the massacre at Sharpeville
was a "mistake", an "aberration", they should reflect on the history
of non-violent protest in South Afriia-a history so littered witlr
such incidents that one ntay say that massacres are part and parcel
of South African life. Forget for a moment that the protest against
the "pass" laws on the 2lst March, 1960, also resulted in the death
of two Africans and a further 49 wounded at Langa, a thousand miles
from_Sharpeville, and consider just a fraction of this history.
_ In 1920 a group of Africans, known as the Israelites, gathered on

the Bullhoek Commonage, near Queenstown in the Ciskei, to celebrate
the passover. _Afterwards they built huts and squatted upon the
commonage. The police took objection to this and asked ihem to
move to whictr they replied in the negative. The police forced them
to move- by the simple expedient of shooting at them and killing 163
(more than twice the number killed at Sharpeville) Africans and
wounding a further 129 while a cinema film was being taken of the
event.

A meeting was called in Durban during December 1930, to organise
a protest against the "pass" Iaws. At the meeting the Africans decided
1o collect all their "passes" together, put them in-a bag, march through
the town with it at the head and then burn it. The police had othlr
ideas, and broke into the meeting and killed four Africans and wounded
a further 20. They even ghot !h9 main speaker while he was appealing
to the audience not to offer violence to the police invaders.

Space doesn't allow for mention of the riumber of Africans killed
$g.rire the ANC Anti-Pass Campaign of 1919, the 80,000 Rand
Miners' strike and the Port F,lizabeth African workers' strike in 1920,
the Bondelswart bombings of 1922. the Durban Beer Boycott of 1929,
the Durban and Potchefstroom incidenrs during the ANC ig:o Arti-pasi
carnpaign. worcester in 1930, vereeniging-location in 193g, Rand
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Mineworkers' strike in 1945, Johannesbr-rrg May pql -Rallies_in.1950,
z"..r*t.^ S"t t uff,unitanO, Witzieshock and Great Marico in 1957 and

lgjS- ""4 
only too many other exarnples since Mahatma Gandhi's

il&; pilive Resistanc6 Campaign o1 t9g6-a campaign that set

$lrth Africa,s oppressed peoples on a course of non-violent protest

that continued unabated for fifty-six years.-._ ihi a;esn,t of course meah thai massacres were unknown before

1906. in his book Travels ancl Reseurches in Sotfth Afriga, which was

ooLiirr,.o in 1858, David l-ivingstone sllid: "when they (the Afrikaners)
;;il;;dts from disaffectecl-or envieus natives (Africans) against any

tifi ifr.'"ur" urrrrn"s all the appearance ancl proportions.o{ a.regular
insuirection. Severe nreasures then appcur to thc rtlost rnildly disposed

ffi;;g them as imperatively called for. and however bloody the massacre

ttut i""tt"*r, no qualms o[ conscience ensue: it is t dire ncccssity for
the sake of peace."*- -Uo*"u,ir. 

I-ivingstone does here providc the cluc to the question
..Why has non-violeit pr.'rlest failed in South Af ica'/" Garrdhi oncc

*ioi6 tt ui "Non-violence laughs at the might of thc tyrant' ' ' ^ The
rnieht of the tyrant recoils upoil himself when it meets with no response"

6ri inut ian' only happeri it the iyrunt is capable of "qua6ns of
conscier"e"-an ibrtti6t quality tha'c I-ivingstone recognised didn't

"^iii 
i, the make-up of the'whffi tyrant pf 1858 atrd what evirJence is

there for believing it to exist today?- -- 
Indeed, rath;r than o'recoil", the white tyrant has incrqaserl his

tvranny efter each non-violent protest campaign. The Defiance of
Unjusi Laws Carnpaign of 1952 led. to the Criminrl Law Arnendn-rent

,\ci No. 8, of t953 rvhich provided that:
..whenever any person is convicted of an offence which is proved

to have been committed by way of protest or in supp-ort rlf any
campaign against any law or in supfort of any campaign for the

i"p.ht "or m"odification of any law of rhe variation or limitation of
th'e application or administration of any law. the court convicting him
rnay,' notwithstanding anything t<t thc contrary in any other 

.lew

contained. sentence him to:
(a) a fine not exceeding three hunclred pounds; or
(b) imprisonrnent for a period not cxcocding three years; or
(c) a whipping not exceeding Len str<okes; ot'
(d) both such fine and such irnprisonnlcnt: or
(e) both such fine and such whipping: or
(ti Uoti, such irnprisonment and such e whipping'"

IIistory
Apartheid arrived early in South Africa. Within a decade of the

first Dutch arriving in rc52 slaves were ministering to -their needs

and from then to ihe present day, the Dutch mind, with its Calvinist
doctrine of predestination, held to the Dutch Reform Church's idea
that the Afriian was cursed by God to be a "hewer of wood and drawer
of water". The various developments in other parts of the world
hardly produced a ripple in this-backwater. The French Revolution,
the abolition of the iftve trade, the wars between France, Spain and
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England, the American War of Independence; all these passed ty
without a moment's thought except for the Napoleonic wars which
resulted in the Cape passing from Dutch to British c.ontrol.

The British were-a little more liberal than the Afrikaans, probably
as a result of arriving later. The reasoning power of the Dutch or
Afrikaner mind was greatly perplexed by the British attitude towards
colour. In fact it was too much to endure. To be "placed on an equal
footing with Christians, contrary to the laws of God and the natural
distinCtions of race and colour . . intolerable for Christians to bow
down beneath such a yoke" (Anna Steenkamp-1876). And so they
started moving into the interior to get away from the British and their
missionary societies and abolitionist movements.

History becomes very complicatel at this point, but essentially
what happened was that the Afrikaners drove the Africans back and
enslaved many of them, but the Afrikaners were quickly followed by
the British who contested the Afrikaners' claim to lord it over all he
saw. Many wars occurred between all three g[oups until the British
won the South African War of 1899-1902.

But tho British, who had shown themselves to promise a better
future for the Africans and had actually won the war, did a volte-
face and confirmed the exalted position of the whites by giving the
Transvaal and the Orange River Colony c<lmplete self-government in
1906-7 and by giving the whole country complete independence before
the First World War (Union of South Africa Act, 1910) without any
extension of the suffrage to non-whites. This they did despite the
Africans' petitions requesting, as British subjects, "rights to liberty,
freedom and equality" and protesting against racist laws such as the
one that made it illegal for them to walk on the pavement. Even
warnings from liberal whites were ignored. The Cape Liberal Leader,
J. W. Sauer, told the British Government in 1908 that there could
not be "fair" or "just" government in South Africa "unless they
(the Africans) are represented by their elected representatives". But
the imperial hands were washed with the words: "a self-governing
state has the right to go to the devil in its own way" (Liberal Colonial
Secretary, Lord Elgin). And so Britain gave independence to a white
minority with the right to decide who or who should not have the
vote and how the country should economically, politically and socially,
develop.
Apartheftt

Today, one can only make sense of South Africa in terms of a slave
state. In 1950 the then Prime Minister of South Africa. Dr. Malan,
declared that the country's "whole economic structure is to a large
extent based on slave labour" and that admission holds true to the
present day. The whites live in the lap of luxury while all others have
no vote, they cannot choose their place of work, they are denied entry
into skilled jobs, they are segregated into ghettoes according to their
"official" racial grouping, they are restricted from owning land, they may
not live where they wished to, they rnay be seanched in the streets, at
home or at their place of work without a search warrant. they can be
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arrested without trial and held in solitary confinement for ever without
any appearance before any Court of Lad they cannot attend any of thb
leading universities and they can be deported, banned, banished or
house-arrested without trial. In fact the only right that the non-white
majority may still enjoy with that of the white minority is the use of
isolated telephone kiosks.

But let us look at Apartheid in greater detail. Unfortunately, the
last census was carried out as Iong ago as 1960, but the latest
population estimates, based on samples and projections, are:

tb7

Department of Agricultural Technical Services estimated that f2 2s. 6d.
a rironth is required for each person-a few shillings more than the
maximum African pension. Of-course, for the white it mcans that his
own standard of livlng goes higher and higher as he climbs even higher
on to the back of the African. Verwoerd put it this way: "White
South Africa will have two industrial legs, the one being the white
industry in the white interior and the second the industries owned by
white people and employing Bantu Iabour coming from the Bantu
areas, because those industries are in the border areas. The majority
of the workers can be absorbed there rn the services of the white
people" Q9.6,59').
Housing and Land

fn terms of the Natives Land Act 1913, certain areas became
scheduled as l.{ative Reserves-a mere 7.3% of the total Iand area, but
let no one say that things haven't improved in South Africa. In 1936
the South African Parliament passed the Native Trust and Land Act
which increased the African's share to 13.7%. However, by the end
of 1968, the whites had still to give the Africans 4,358 square miles to
fulfil the promise made in 1936.

And when, if ever, the final share-out is completed the whites,
who at the moment constitute 19"/, of the total population, will be in
possession of 87.3"/, of the country. And who can doubt that the whites
will be in, as they are now, 1007, control of the country when one
considers ths first Bantu National Unit established as an independent
entity-the Transkci. A ralher odd independent state for all its laws
must be agreed to by the South African Statc President who is of course
a white appointcd by whites who are elected by whites. Its Parliament
has no power over communications, currency, customs, defence, foreign
afiairs, immigration and thc police evcn though a majority (64) of the
Parliament's "decision-makers" (total 109) are appointed, and can be
sacked, by the whites. And on top of all that, whenever a General
Election takes place in the Transkei, the whites ensure that the Africans
toe-theline by laying down severe penatrties for "statements disrespectful
to Chiefs", i.e. the 64 puppets, banning all meetings of over ten people
and throwing anyone they like into indefinite detention.

Housing or rather the rows upon rows of one-roorned huts with rows
upon rows of lavatories which pass as houses, the transit camps and the
shanty towns are too vast a subject to tackle here. Let one quote suffice:
"Director of Bantu Affairs at Welkom, Mr. Phil Smit, said today that his
department had reduced the number of Africans licensed to sleep with
their wives from 1,000 in 1962 to ll7 at the end of June this year
'despite an acute shortage of housing"' (Iohannesburg Star,28th July,
196s).
Health

According to the Statistical Yearbook of South Africa the death
rate per 100,000 of population in 1965 of Kwashiorkor (a disease caused
by malnutrition) was: White 0.3, Asian 5.0, Coloured 42.3, African 99.6.
Because of such a statistical fact, the life expectancy at birth has been
estimated by the South African Minister of Flanning on 26th May,

561,000
Africans: 12,750,000

Total : 18,733,000 (mid-1967)

Education
The enrolment at South African universities and university colleges

in mid-1968 was: Whites: 66,569; Coloureds: 1,530; Asians: 3,239;
and Africans: 3,836.1 Remembering that the white ruling clique
believe that the Africans are only fit to become "hewers of wood and
drawers of water" one shouldn't be surprised at this nor at the fact
that "While expenditure on education in general had risen (between
1955-56 and 1963-64) in proportion to the net national income, the
percentage spent on African schools was decreasing".2 After all, it
was Dr. Verwoerd (Prirne Minister from 1958 to 1966) who declared,
when Minister of Bantu Affairs, that "I will reform it (education
system for Africans) so that Natives will be taught from childhood to
realize that equality with Europeans is not for them" (17.9.53) and that
'oThere is no place for him (the African) in the European community
above the level of certain forms of labour " . . it is of no avail for him
to receive a training which has as its aims absorption in the European
community" (16.6.54).
Employment

The average wage paid in the mining, manufacturing and electricity
sectors of the economy, according to the South African Bureau of
Statistics (August, 1967), are:

Whites: fl23 l0s. a month Asians: f25 0s. a month
Coloureds: f,27 l0s. a month Africans: [,17 10s. a rnonth

The South African Financial Mail (21.7.67) confirmed the suspected
belief that South Africa's whites earned (sic) more than the average
worker in Britain" Also" by relating wagcs to the cost of specific
commodities, the Financial Mail found that the differences of income
between the racial groupings of South Africa became emphasized:

Nurnber of hours to be worked in ordcr to be able to buy
Whites Coloureds Africans

Man's Suit 40 hrs. 40 mins. 166 hrs. 22 mins. 238 hrs. 8 mins.

\iVhites: 3,563,000
Coloureds: 1,859,000

Asians:

28 mins. 40 mins.
1 hr. 4 mins. t hr. 31 mins.

\

I qt. Milk
I doz. Eggs

7 mins.
16 mins.

But what does all this mean, really mean to the African? Well!
If we forget the cost of clothing, rent, light. fuel, fares and washing and
consider just the cost of food. A minimum diet sheet drawn up by
the official Dietetics and Home Economics Section of the South dfrican



t68

1967, as: Europeans (male) 64.6 years, (female) 70.1 years; Asians
(male) 55.8 years, (female) 54.8 years; Coloureds (male) 44.8 years,
(female) 47.8 years. No information for Africans was available.
However, the Infant Mortality rate in Port Elizabeth for 1967 is
known; it was (per 1,000) White 13.69, African,269-18. If we applied
this figure to the whole country we come upon a staggering conclusion.
If Apartheid did not exist, the Africans would be well fed and would
get good medical treatment-after all, South Africa is the richest country
in the whole continent. So the African Infant Mortality rate would
drop to nearer the present white level. Even if we assume that the
African figure would only drop to say 50 per 1,000 it would mean that
this year, Apartheid will cost the lives of nearly one hundred thousand
African babies alone and at the barest minimum, in South Africa since
the Sharpeville massacre one milliort rton-white babies and children
have been killed by malnutrition, disease and poor lrcspital lacilities
caused by South A{rica's race policies.
Recreation and C.ensorship

All films, plays, music festivals, art shows, operatio performances,
ballets and all sporting events are segregated. Each racial grouping
has its own separate organisation with of course the whites' organisations
gettirg the favoured treatment in grounds, facilities and equipment. One
thing that does apply equally to white, brown and black is censorship.
During the past 13 years at the very Ieast 13,000 publications have been
banned-an average of 1,000 a year. Books aren't the only thing subject
to bans. Magazines, newspapers, postcards, calendars, films, plays,
paintings, rec,ords, posters and sculptures-none of those are missed.
Not even the Springboks' favourite-the record Why Was He Born
So Beautiful? and other rugby songs by the Jock Strappe Ensemble.
Nazis in Power

When in 1948 the nations of the world, sickened by the foul
philosophies of Adolf ltritler, adopted the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights in an attempt to make the world a better place to Iive
in, South Africa cried "Not of us!" and today anyone who atternpts
to distribute the Declaration in South Africa would be courting the
death penalty. South Africa doesn't take care of around 47% of. lhe
world's executions for nothing.

There is nothing surprising about this. South Africa now has a
Prime Minister who was imprisoned in 1942 by the South African
government of the day for pro-Nazi activities. Balthazar Johannes
Vorster was a general in the Ossewewa Brandwag, an organisation that
busied itself during the Second World War by dynamiting post offices
and rail'rvay lines in South Africa in order to hamper the country's
war effort. Asked what the OB stood for Vorster replied: "Christian
Nationalisrn wluch is an ally of National Socialism. You can
call this anti-democratic principle dictatorship if you wish. In Italy
it is called Fascism, in Germany Gerrnan National Socialism, and in
South Africa Christian Nationalism."

Is there any wonder that the trvo African political organisations,
the African National Congress and its offshoot. the Fan-Africanist
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cbngress, are now, after attempting to change things by peaceful means,
organising-for the violent overlhrow of thdregim6? ' '

But.they.are prgvented by. the West botitering up the regime by
nrea,ns of trade, investment and other ties. For eianiple, the"missile-
tmcking-station near Pelindaba is operated by the regime on behalfof the United States of America.
. Britain also helps to bolster up the regime. we have f1,200,000,000
irrvested in south Africa. General Electric-company and English-Electric
ar.e interested in the Cabora B_assq Dam projdtii M;*-;T{;Jwhich
will, if ever _completed, assist the South Airiian regime in streiiLgthening
its. stronghold over the Africans. small arms ino ammuniEo' ur"
f",1q nrgAugd. by rbree facrories ser up in South Adi"u- il-1962 by
Atncan. Explosive and Chemical Industries Ltd., a firm iointlv nrned
!v Anslo-Arnerican Corporation's subsidiary oe' Beers arid--iii6 ilritish
Imperial Chemical Industries.
. ry"l so long ago, the British Ambassador to south Africa decraredtlrat Britain held the major share of the south African markel ..and

we sh.all_do our damnedest to keep it'".
And what the damnedest are we doing about it?
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ZTMBABWE @HODESTA)
Richard Jannaway
Trrr*rr. rs A G*EAT clorrD of war. rising over Southem Africa. Right inthe nriddle is the breakaway British Iolony of Rhodesia.--lhis-articte
is arr attempt-to assess the situation there and put it i; t;;rp""tir".Part I - History

The lands which now form the country of Zimbabwe (Rhodesia)
have been the scene of a civilisation which i1, ;"ry ;;tur;r';i;. The
Fortuguese 

^erplorers of the 15th century brought riu"[ rtoii"*""i'r, ,urrand . 
powcrful empirc wrroso rurers were r"lrt"uitv -;;;jrh;. 

Thiseorprrc was centered on the ternple fortress of Zimbabwe. thc'ruins ofwtich stand.lod?y. The walls ire made or perr"ctlv ilr;;;j"btucks()t granrte rard with grcat-skill and artistry. scientific iesti have Drovedtnem to have been buirt between AD 500 and AD 700. huringEurope's "Dark Ages".
The savage warriors whtrm Rhodes found when he entered thearea in the 1890's had invaded fr.r* if," south some g0 years before.

The-v had been pushed norfh by the Zurus, wh" [rJl, irrJiliu* uo"
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displaced by the expanding Boer Republics in the far south. Th.-y
estibnsned ihemselv!.s by force of aims and became intcgrated with
the former population, rither in the manner of the Saxon invaders of
Britain. Tfre^white racists of present day Rhodesia do not like to
admit the existence of an earliei civilisation but the solid stone proof
of the mrghty ruins of Zimbabwe stand there for all to see.

the Eritisfr colony of Rhodesia was founded in l8E9 when Cecil
Rhodes secured from the British Government a charter giving political
powers north of the Limpopo rivgr-to the British South Africa Company.
this charter he used totfploit Matabeleland and Mashonaland and to
push Rhodesia northwards into what is now Zambia' Rhodes had
in idealised belief in the British Race and Empire. He had deter"
mined to extend South Africa's sphere of interestJar into the northern
interior of Africa. In a sensc then Rhodesia has always been under
South African influence and the pres€nt military involvement between
the two countries is but a continuation of this state of affairs'

The British South Africa Company, after the Africans had been

softened up by missionaries and frieirdly hunters, "bo_ugh1"-the mineral
iigfrt. i" itnoaesia from l-obengula, liing of the Matabele tribe, for
liOO p"r month, 1,000 riflcs wiltr to,oOo rounds of ammunition, and

io arin"a steamboat to patrol the Zam56;zi river. Rhodes took the

agreement as a right to riccupy the country and in 1890 the :ompaly
m"oved in with 5db troops a'ni ZOO settleis who took land from the
Africans to stake out fanirs for themselves. When the Africans resisted

the settlers used force. within a few years thousands of Africans had
been killed and white rule was firmly established in Rhodesia. The
British South Africa company administered the country until 1923

when full internal self-governmbnt was giYen to the settlers.
In i953 Rhodesii was formed intb a federation with what are

now Zambia and Malawi. In 1963 the federation broke up and the
1961 Sandys/IVhitehead constitution was introduced. This gave the
Africans fotitical rights dependent on income and education. In
thmry thi-s could have led to majority rule, in time, bu-t in.practice
ttre gbvernment's education policy (see Part 2 below) and their power
to al-ter the income requirements at any time have prevented this from
happening.-^The-City Youth kague. established in 1956 and based on Flidare,
the African township ouiside Salisbury, was the first African organis-
ation to declare open hostility to the European system, rather than
seek concessions from it. Its first action was to organise a bus boycott
which succeeded in getting an incrcase in fares rescinded. From this
successful beginning the Rhodesian ANC developed as a nationwide
organisation. The president, Joshua Nkomo, was at first a moderate
bu1 later became a militant. The ANC was banned in February 1959

during a state of emergency, it was revived, under various names,
several times up to 1962 but was repeatedly banned.

In Seplember 1962 the Zimbabwe African People's Union
(ZAPU), the latest successor to ANC, was banned: but this time they
gave up trying to run a public political party and decided to operalc
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underground, The difficulties of this policy included the frequent arrest
of Z,APU leaders. To try to save the movement's executive Nkomo
urged the Ieaders to flee to Dar-es-Salaam. There was a major dispute
about this, and about Nkomo's leadership, which resulted in the
dividing of. ZAPU into two separate organisations; ZAPU, with Nkomo
still leader, and ZANU (Zjmbabwe African National Union) under the
leadership of the Rev. Sitole. This split caused splits in the OAU
(Organisation of African Unity), some member states supporting each
party. When Ian Smith took over the government from the "moderate"
Winston Field in April 1964, one of his government's first acts was to
attack the nationalist movements and arrest a large number of the
leaders and activists of ZANU and ZAPU, including both Nkomo and
Sitole. By the end of 1964 about 1,980 Africans had been detained.

Between April 1964 and November 1965, when the Smith Govern-
ment derlared UDI, there were continual comings and goings between
London and Salisbury in an effort to reach a settlement for indepen-
dence. These were all fruitless as the British would not grant
independence without a clear move towards majority rule-the one
thing which the settlers would not accept. The talks failed and on
llth November, 1965, the Smith Government unilaterally declared
Rhodesia to be independent.

Since UDI the Labour Government in Britain has continued to
talk with Smith and, through the "Tiger" and then ilre "Foarless" talks
has bent over backwards to reach a settlement on almost any terms
which would enable Wilson to savc even a little facc. Smith, who
knew he had the upper hand, refused thenr all. Meantime Britai.n
waged a sanctions "war" against Rhodesia. Howrrer the sanctions
always stopped short of anything which could have had any real effect.
The Republic of South Africa and Portugal, through her colony
Mozambique, stepped in to relieve the effects of sanctions. (The eftect
of sanctions has been to cause hardship to tobacco fa.rmers and to
create a shortage of imported consumer goods; but the chief sufferer
has been Zambia whose economy was formerly dependent on Rhodesia.)
There has never however been any real possibility of sanctions causing
Smith to snrrender anything. Over four years after UDI we are now
in the position where Rhodesia is even more than ever an appendage
of South Africa. Not least because of the development of the
guerrilla war (see Part 4 below). This has been further reinforced by
the recent declaration of a republic.
Part 2 - The Condition of the Atrican

The settler governments of Rhodesia have never intended the
African to be anything more than a second class citizen. Until recently
they did not have a theoretical "Apartheid" system, but the practice
was little difierent.

klucation is totally segregated, there being a polici. of providing
mainly primary education for Africans-and this at a price which
many cannot afford. The Smith Government proudly claim that
there is primary education tor 9O'/,, of African children, the highest
outside South Africa. What they neglect 1o say is that 751l. of these
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drop out before they reach the stage of qualifying for secondary
education" largely because of the lack of places or their inability to
pay the fees. Even the claim above will soon be true no longer as
these comparative figures show:-

PRIMARY SCHOOL ENROLMENI'
ZAMBIA RHODESIA

1964 378,639 610,2611 (ln l{)69 R.hodesian enrolment
1968 .. 608,ti93 6U,430 F'El.l . to 67q,555)

up 230,254 in 4 yrs ry 14,162

At the secondary level the difierence is even more striking:-
TOTAL SECONDARY SCHOOL ENROI-MENT
ZAMBIA RHODF^SIA

1963 7,050 7,M5 The Zambian incrcasc over the period
1968 42,388 15,766 is over thrce tinrcs that of Rhodesia

These figures are the product of the deliberate policy of thc R.hodesian
Government to restrict the African to a prinrary education designed
to suit him for menial tasks.

The distribution of land in Rhodesia has beon manipulated for
the benefit of the European from the time of thc granting of the royal
charter to the British South Africa Company in llt89 to the plesent
day. At first this had no tregal basis. but the fact that the need to
establish "reserves" for the African to protcct hirn frtxn the settiers
was recognised as long ago as 1894 shows how little consideration he
got from them. This has been presented as an example of British
'"progressiveness". In a way it is: it is bcttcr to hevc half your country
stoien than all ot it"

Thc major part of the land legislation rclcvunt today was enshrined
in the Land Apportionment Act of 1941. 'I'his act as amended divides
the country into the following areas (Januar,v 1910 trigurcs):-

l)ttcri ptitstt tlrr.,tr {utrt-'.ti |,l,it
Tribal Tnrsl lanJ 40,127,600 (41.5',,) ('\).nnrrinxily owned
African Purchasr ,\r.eir 4"2'16,lt)tt \ 4.4'),,t -r,iyr,,X,;,liil,jillllrr'r"O

fJnre,ierveil lan'J
European land
National iund

5,riji,90o ( 6.2,ti,\
35,651,900 (36.q,11, )
I),497,400 (10.9 jr,) \,riion,rl p.rrk' and girnre

rcs e rvcs

9q.9,/,

-l'he {-rnd Tenuro Bii! now going through thc R.hodesian Faili:lmeni
will re-allocate all th; unreserved land to the Eur()pcans. Any Africans
owning unreserved land will have it conrpulsorilv purchascd and will
be evicled as soon ar; any European wants thc i,rrrd: or even before if
his European neighbours object to him.

The significance of these regulations can ,:rnly bc fully apprecieted
il it is realised that the European land inch.rde.s tirg ,.:nvii-ons of all
major towns, most of the best farmland, and [hose i]reas akrng the
railways and nrajor roads where commercial developmr:nt anct cash
farming are practical. This r:estriction cffectively prevents the Af;ican
from competing in busines.s with the white rnan. For exanrpic an
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African womar must not take her vegetables to rnarket in the'
European's- town. The colourful and usefil street market, so commonin Fst -Africa, does not exist in Rhodesia. Much of th" Eu.oproo
Iand is left unused for future white immigrants. t" ru.ui-i."us t.iual
groups who have lived for gelerations ln the same area may be
summarily__evicted. Between-1950 and 1960 110,000 such Africans
were expelle{ from land which although unused 

'by 
them had been

reserved for iuropeans. Apartheid?
one of the deliberate results of restricting tle land available for

Africans is the creation of a pool of cheap lab-our, for tle *irG turr.
qqd. for indrylry which effeclively limits 

-t]re 
bargaining power of the

African for higher pay. This happens even in "the iio-ustiiis wl.,ere
trle.unlons are recognised and have legal standing as nesotiatine bodies.
Africans employed in agriculture, the civil servi-ce and don-,.riic work(over half of the Africans in. employment) fafl outside this ciiegory:
the other half work in industries dominatd by white-controlied-unions.
All this results in wages for Africans which dre, on uu"rigu, one-tenth
:J ft""* of Europeans. Lack of education and prejudiie, i*tuOing
the refusal of the white-dominated unions to accepi biack apprentices]
effectively ban the African from well paid skilled jbbs.

Since UDI the Snith Government has introduced a varjety of
legislation oJ 3l."Apartheid" nature, for example they have tairned
the entry of Africans to private schools and closed thbse establishedin European areas for the children of African employees (itg;i,
domestic servants). In octobcr 1967 an act was iassed aflo#ing
segregation in public parks. swimming pools" etc. Most bizarre of a[
is the 1967 censorship and Entertainm-ents Act, one clause of which
states, "Films showing Europeans and non-Europeans fraternising,
shall be banned."

Political and civil rights in Rhodesia are strictly limited. under
the.present voting_.system-the right to vote is dependdnt on Jucational
1od income qualifications. Therefore mosr Africans are excluded
from the "A" roll, which elects 50 out of the 65 seats in parliament,
because of their poverty and lack of education. A nerv Jonstitution
,.s. lT p{eparation which. after a five-year ..preparatory', stage, will
$jv;.ae the country_ into a "Race Federationi, ti.e. Apirrheidj starc
unde_r_this system there are to be three provinciai courrc'ils-one- white,
one Matabele and ono Mashona-and b Federal National parliament
which holds all the real political power. people will be eniitteo to
vote for the Federal Parliament according to thi income tax they pay,
but the.vast majorit5, of A{ricans. atthou{tr raxed heavill, ;, oitrei *ausin relation to their wealth, do not earn enough tn piy income rax.
The government of course has the power to alter thd rate of inconre
tax and in this way can preyent anSi real African influence.

Apart from-elec_toral representation the people are controlled by a
great_valiety of le,eislation. -For 

example, underihe Emergency powens
Act 1960 a person may be arrested br detained withouf triil for as
k>ng as a state of emergency is in force There has been a state of
emergency in Rhodesia almost continuously since 1964. other Acls



t74

enable the Governmeot to restrict a person for up to five years. ban
public_meetings and disperse any gath6ring of mor6 than thr6e persons.
over this and other repressive Acts the chief Justice, sir Robeit Tred-
gold, resigned, saying that the country had become a ,.police state".
Part 3 - South African fnvolvement in Rhodesia

The involvement of South Africa in Rhodesia has been considerable
since Rhodes first expanded his operations northwards. Industry has
alwayg been based on mainly Sorith African companies. The inajor
participant toluJ i! the vast Anglo-American De 6eers group of coh-
panies, ope of the largest combin-es in the world. It cont-rols 

-the 
major

part of tle mining and e.xtracting industries and has a large say in r6al
estate,-oil, agriculture, chemicals, engineering and most ot-her ioncerns.
Historical and demographic links be-tween Rhodesia and South Africa
are strong, more than half the white Rhodesians or their fathers or
mothers came from South Africa. These ties are being cemented with
ever stron-ger economic links. There was a trade agreernent signed
between the two countries in 1964 which resulted iri an increasle of
Rhodesian exports to South Africa of over 45,)L in the first six months
of 1965. This was before UDI. Since then South Africa has stepped
in -to replace the British goods and markets removed by the sanitions
p"_ligy. The closely integrated company system in Rhodesia, South
Africa and" increasinglv. Portuguese Airica has enabled Rhodesian
businesses to evade sanctions. For example 200"000 gallons of oil are
landed every year in Lourenco Marques-in Mozambique and openly
transported by rail to Rhodesia (Observer, 17.3.68).

The projected Cabora Bassa Dam in the Tete province of Mozam-
bique promises to benefit Rhodesia and further c6ment the economic
integration of the "Unholy Alliance" of South Africa, Rhodesia and
Portugal. This occurs in three ways: firstly Rhodesia will supply a
!r-rge_ proportion of the constructioh materilh for the dam. socoridly
Rhodesia will receive electric power from the dam which will make
her less dependent on power Trom Kariba on the Zambian border,
$t.aly the dam will rnake the R.iver Zanbezi navigable right up to the
Rhodesian border and thus provide her with an oirtlet tolhe iea.

The second arm of the South African and Portuguese involvement
in Rhodesia is the military one. As early as 1960 th-eir armies trained
together, military missions from both sorith Africa and the Federation
visited Lourenco Marques at tJrg invitation of the portuguese army
comman4 and took part in training involving several units" and 2,60b
Ten: Their police forces .also co-operate and political refugees from
South Africa were always in danger in the Fedeiation.

Since 1967 the South Africans have not only supplied Rhodesia
with all the arms she -needs, tJr_ey hgye sent coirtingeirts of security
police who operate side by side with the Rhodeiians asainst th;
ANC/ZAPU guerillas. Reporting on one of the latest incidfrrts in the
guerilla war_ the Guardian (23.1.70) stated, "The African nationalists,
who are believed to be members of the banned south African party,
the African National congress, have been hunted by South Atrican
police and R.hodesian security forces since then. 'F{elicopters 

and
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spotter aircraft have been used and reinforcements have arrived in the
area." This gives some idea of the co-operation between South Africa
and Rhodesia.

The present ruling party in Rhodesia, the Rhodesian Front is
greatly influenced by liouth African ideas and principles, hence the
increase in "Apartheid" terminology and legislation since UDI.
Part 4 - The Guerilla War

A three-week battle began on l3th August. 1967, in the Wankie
arl-a of Rhodesia, this was the first phase in a guerilla war which is
being waged against the forces of white supremacy in Rhodesia. This
battle cos1, according to figures released by the Smith regime, the lives
of seven Rhodesian lroopels and thirty-one ZAPU guerillas. Another
nineteen were driven over the border into Botswana and fourteen were
captured. The fiction of normality which the Smith Government tried
to- re-establish after the end of this first battle cease<l to be tenable
when it became necessary to organize cars entering Rhodesia from
Zambia after dark into couvoys of six. The guerilla movements
changed their tactics after thc original skirmish and there have been
no more major battles with largo numbers of fighters. they are however
still very much actiye.

To- ascertain exactly what is happening is impossible but if we
look at the reports which wc lrave from the Rhrdesian press and
compare these with the statcd objectives ol' ZAPU we can get some
idea of thc situation (ZANU claim they have a similar policy but I
have seen no reports of them actually doing anything).

The liberation movements state that their policy at the present time
is not to engage the forces of white supren'Iacy directly but to give
people hope by contacting them, explaining their programme, circulating
nationalist newspapers, involving them in various resistance activities,
recruitment, and so on. Also they attack some specific objectives,
mainly by sabotage. This would explain why there have been no
more battles like the one in Wankie.

An example of a partially successful operation was published in
the Rlndesian Herald (27.3.68). A party of six Africans had set up
camp in northern Matabeleland and built a well camouflaged base
with a series of seven dug-outs with roofs of branches. Their leader
and one other member were arrested at an early stage without the
group as a whole being detected. They set about a programme of
education and recruitment amongst the local population and obtained
food and other supplies, all without being given away to the authorities"
This group was only discovered by accident.

Another example is of a lone guerilla who was detached from his
group and Iived in his village quite openly, he was only picked up
becauee of a routine police raid (Rhodesian Herald, 27.3.68). In both
tlrese examples many peopie knew about these activities but said
nothing about it. There must be many other successful cases but of
course we can only hear of the failures.

Reports of attacks like the one in Victoria Falls airport last
January indicate that the war is still very much on and is sprcadinq
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under the surface of comtrrarative calm. It only seems a matter of
time before it erupts into -more 

general warfare, as has happened in
MozaTbique wlqre the liberatioi movement (FRELIMO) ^ciaims to
control over a fifth of the country and is holding down over 70,000
Portuguese troops and several battalions of souih Africans. South
Africa and Rhodesia cannot really be separated and the resources of
south Africa are vast so it is a fallacy to 6eteve that they will be easily
defeated. rt is liable to be a long and bloody war, as uia it not worse
than anything in vietnam. The-Africans seL no arternative. Is tlere
one?

" YutV peoplg,-while-supporting political rights and majority rule
Ior Atricans, withdraw this support as soon as violence be!ins.: The
violence is somettring that has giown out of the colonial sitiation and
must be looked at in that con0ext. The power of the settlers was
established by violence and is maintained b! violence. Not onry have
the settlers met every political pressure from the African with violence
but there is the oiAiira.5,, 

"";td"r,- niot"o"" of the masterTservant
relationship on the farms and 

-in 
the mines and the psychological

violence of segregation and second class everything. It'is a woider
that thero has not been more uncontrolled violeirce frim the African.

Colonial settlers are not by the nature of their position as masters
o! gxpioi!{ servants, the mosi enlightened and selfldss of people. The
violence inherent in their situation p"revents them from being so. Those
people.at the lower end of the wtrlte scale of employment-would have
a position in, a western c-untry far inferior, in staius-as well as money,
to lhe oS they now enjoy in Rhodesia. They are naturally not keen
to lose this status, as {rey will surely do if tLe Africans altain equal
opportunity- through self-government. If the Africans look like getiing
anywhere the settlers will elect a government who will be prdpard
to pres€rve their_ "way of life" at any cost. They either shut-their
eyes to the. suftering and deprivation oI the African- or they rationalise
by pers-uading themselves that the African is only half humin and does
not feel in the same way that they do.

- -- The very nature of the colonial system brutalises both sides.
Violence lies at its very core and i,iolence is the only way out that
the African can see.

Libertarians will say that_ violent revolution solves little and only
replaces one set of rnasters with another. This is true but it is doubtfjl
if the revolutionary leaders woul$ disre_.qard the interests of the majorityto the same extent as the settlers. Without a real conrern foi thb
people. they will not be able to inspire the support needed to c-arry
through a revolution.

Violent revolution is already under way in other parts of Southern
Africa, if it spreads to Rhodesia and South Africa it will mean death
and deprivaticrn.for_many .thousands, black and white. The responsi-
bility &s not with tJre Africans bur with the colonial system. aLL ot
us. in Europe beneflt frorn this system and are thus implicated in it.
It is-up 1.l us to ensure that the Africans attain 1rcwer with^the minimum
of bloodshed and suffering. fbr attairr pewer tliey will, eventually. We
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can and must do something.
we must do our utmost to put pressure on those economic concerns

in tbis country who support thd syslcm in Southern Africa ano-nrevent
thcm Jrom bolstering it up. Barclays Bank DCo are one of thl worsr
gttend.ers. Any othe_r _action, like disrupting South African sports can
help destroy the confidence of the racistl.

where the war has -developed into a widespread conflict, as it hasin the Portugu,ese colonies, the liberation movdrnents desperitely need
all the medical and material aid they can get to save thd peopl6 from
suffering and to reconstruct those triarts oT ths countries'wlri"n trr"y
control. we must not judge the Africans, all vre can do is tretl tnera
to get it over with.

,t

.t
I

t1

ff
r

MOZAMBIQUE: THE ACHILLES HEEI,
Sirnon Hebditch
Moz-aunrquri rs AN AFRTcAN couNrRy which is .t present occupied
by the.Portuguese_.- It is a country with considerabrdagricultural^and
mineral assets. If the economy-was geared to the "benefit of thr:
inhabitants of Mozambique, ev6ry Moz-ambican would lrave u-trigti
standard of living. However, the method by which the portuguese
governnent -has organised the economy brings increased prosflerity
only to an elite of Portuguese business men.

The Portuguese have had contact with Mozambique since 149g.
For, many years they confined lheir interest to forcibl! replaci,g the
Arab traders on the coast and dominating the lrade in slaves, Ivory
and precious _metals. _ ^s-ystematic colonisition of Mozarnbiqut tooi<
place. duri{rg tt: late 19th century in the general European ;'iciamble
for. Africa". Portuguese adminiitration h--as arways bieen centralised
and authoritarian and they used the traditional fosition of ..chiefs,'
to communicate their orders to the African popufation, rn i951 the
Portuguese introduced legislation to transform'tlie colonies of Mozam-
bique, Angola and Guind Bissau into provinces of metropolitan portugal
This enabled the Portuguese government to create a mytt ttrat-r&trfiat
h1d .no colonies, -only pr-ovinces. Needless to say,'the inethoAs of
administration and contiol did not change. At thb' ueg;nriins or the
colonisation period the whole rcuntry was divided i;to ih;c; vasr
regions and administered by three Iar:ge companios, but tliis 

-system

was soon- pe-netrated by other foreign cbmpanies who now exploit &c
peoplc of Mozambique. There have been numerous cxamplcs of thc
use ot forced labour and forced cultivation, despite the fact that forced
Iab^o^ur appears to be illegal according to the'Native iut*i-a"t or1928. This Act and the Constitution -of portugal left signifiiart-lorp-
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holes. The following is a quotation from Article 146 of the Con-
stitr-ltion:-

"The State carlnot force natives to work except on public
vrorks in the general interest.,,

. .This general- interest was interpreted to mean anything which wasin the intelest of the concessionary companies
The method of foiced cultivatibn wai less obvious. The companics

obtained their way by stipulating what crops shourd be growir by the
Iccal inhabirants. Thesc Crops uiere not foisubsistence, b"ut rvere cash
crops_wirich rvouid have to be sotrd to tire cornpaiiir:s.
. cwing to a sparse grovrth of internationai ancl intcrnal lrrossures,the Portuguese weie forced to iutrocluce certain "r'eforms"'over the

yea_rs i960/62. I{owever, tl'iese refonns were more apparent tiran real,
and actnal conditions did not changc. Forced laboui ancl cultivation
are siill in pi:acticc and it is instruciivc tr; note sofirc crorrnronts of the
ner,v Llnited Nations spccial comrrrittce on Tcrritories unclcr. Portugucsc
Aclrninistr:ation:-

. 
"It appears to the Committee that although forcctl labour as

an institution sanctioned by the Government l-ras bceu abolished,
practices associated witli tho institution of forccd ]abour continue
to exist."

Tfue &[ueda R{assacre
When the p.eo-ple protested against such opprcssirtn lhcir protests

wcl'e met with violence. ln Jure 1960, for exanlple, a tlelcgatidn from
thc peopie rnet_with the administrator of Mueda to discuss i.hc people's
1;r'ievances. Tire administrator and the govcrn()r of Cabo iNtfaAojnvitccl th9 -people to meet at the Mueda"aclniinisttative hr:adquarters
on tl:e 16th .Iune that year. By 3 p.m. huncl.cds of pcople had
assembied and tha govenlor spokc to thcm rcpcating ihc 

^ 
rioggcd

thcmes of thc benehts o[ the Po?tuguese so-callcd ".civilising missi6i',;
llrat once -rhey reacircd thc requirod lcvcl of clcvcrr>pnrcrrt, ihey lvould
Jra.re thc "ironour" of bccomilg Portugucsc citizc,s. etc., and rvhen
he cliscovercd that the crowd was not co-ntcnt witir thcsc cmpty words,
hc fir'ed his pistol _in thc air and a Portuguesc platoon opcrcil iire with
rnachine-guns ancl grenadcs. Ten minutcs litcr ovci 300 Africans
had bcen kilied. Needlcss to add, not one African had becn armed.

No r.vonder the Africans decided that the only way they could free
tltemseives from foreign oppression was to launch L protractla, guerrilla
r,var to ,expel the Portuguese. FRELIMO (irr:ont for the Liber"ition of
Mozambique) energed frorn a uaification of a number of nationalist
qr.o.ups -in June 1962 and in September of the same year Eduardo
Chivambo Mondlane was elected FRELIMo's president. F'RELIMO
forinulated a. pclitical progralnme based on trvo important decisions.
T'hese 'v,,,erc (a) that soCial progress of any sort was'impossible uncler
Portuguese administration, and (b) the Mozambicans must liberate
iiremselves by force from Portuguese rule. FRELIMO decided, there-
fore, on a political education campaign and preparation for military
action.
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^ T4* armcd struggle began on September Zsth, 1964, with a series
of ambushes and other small actioni. At this tirne there were only
250 trained and armed FRELIMO militants. During this earry periol
rnost of thc_fighting was concent'ated in the norihcrn provinics of
Niassa and Cabo Ilelgado. These provinces are norv lib^erated areas
and, in fact one-fifah of Mozambican territory has been freed from
Portuguese authority.
Clbora Bassa

In 1968 FRELiMO opened up a new front in Tete province in
ordcr to keep- its pledge to "harass-and destroy all and eveiy phase cf
the construction that devclops in Cabora llaisa". It is iri tire Tete
provincc that Cabora Bassa-is located and its importance cannot be
cxaggerated. At the point where the Zarubezi river enters a 60-mile-
long gorge with steep'-cliffs on both sides-called Cabora Bassa-it is
proposed that a dam be built; a dam which, if ever completed, will
enable the whites of southern Africa as a whole to not orily increase
thcir stronghgld on the Africans in the areas that they already control,
but incre;rse tlieir influence northwards as far as Kenya. To gdt an idea
of the size of the darn, compare its generating capacity with ihe Karib,a
Dam (8,000 m.knh. annually) ancl 1he Aswan (10,000 m.kwir. annually).
When the Cabora Bassa Dam is completed its generating capaciiy
ivill be no less than 18.000 m.klvh. annually, and-that's not ttr6 enci.
l'hc scheme provides for the constructioil 

-of 
subsidiary dams both

{-lpstream and downstrcam from the main dam which will increase the
total generating capacity to no lcss tlian 45,000 m.ktvh. annually. The
sizs of this. project can only make sense in terrns of a project iovering
a vast r-egign (Portuguese sources inform us that the r-egion has a
radius of almost 1,200 miles, i.e. as far south as South Afiica's Cape
province and as far north as Kenya) and massive devclopment within
ttrre Tete province. Portugal ltas plans to ntove 1,0C0,000 whites from
Portugal and Brazil into the area to run the industries brought about
as a result of the dam. One million whites, wiro are pr6pared to
defend thsir nerv-found privileges against the legitimate afpiritions of
the-African peoples, would be very welcome by South Africi. Accord-
ingly, _two battalions of South African troops are already guarding the
site of the dam.

The extent of FRELIMO support and effectiveness can be seen
by observing the results of its 

-ictivities. 
FRELIMO forces had

iircreascd io 8,000 by 1967 from the original 250 rnen and the portuguese
have been forced to increase their arm?d forces from 35,000 in 1964 to
70,000 n 1967. The amount of its gross national product devoted to
nrilitary purposes by Portugal is second only to that^of America at g%.
It is necessary to point out the extent of-NATo involvement in the
fight1 s on the side of colonialist Portugal. Arms supplied to portugal
ior_Eglo_qgan defence have been used in Mozambiqi6. For examp"le,in 1966 west Germany and Portugal concluded ani.greement that'in-
lolve{ the supply of 40 Flat G9l-military aircraft. ft was stipulated
that these were for use within the NATO alliance. A spokesnian for

t
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the Portuguese Foreign Ministry, however, said:-
"The transaction was agreed within the spirit of the North

Atlantic Pact. It was agreed flrat the planes would be used only
for defensive pury)oses within Portuguese territory. Portuguese
territory extends to Africa-Angola, Mozambique and Portuguese
Guin6."
There is also considerable South African involvement in Mozam-

bique, South African troops are being used to guard and patrol the
area designatcd for the Cabora Bassa Dam.

FRELIMO is not just a military organisation but also a political
and social movement. The first Congress, the supreme policy-making
body of FRELIMO, was held in 1962, this established FRELiMO as
an organisation. The Second Congress, held in 1968, provided a land-
mark in the freedom struggle. This was because it was held inside the
liberated territory of Mozambique. Delegates vrere able to attend
from every area of the country and fully discuss the policy and tactics
of the movement. The Portuguese werc con-rplctely unable to disrupt
the Congress as the whole area was firmly controlled by FRELIMO
militants. At this Congress there rvas extension of democratic partici-
pation, by the enlargement of the Central Committee to 40 members
to include delegates from every province. In addition to the existing
departments dealing with specific subjects, a department of co-operatives
and trade was set up so as to facilitate the organisation of the economic
structure of the liberated zones. Eduardo Mondlane was unanimously
re-elected President of FRELIMO.

As in any dynamic movement, FRELIMO has had its fair share
of disputes and disagreements. Following the assassination of Mondlane
in February 1969 there was a natural drop in FRELIMO morale. The
Central Committee decided to institute a three-man collective leader-
ship in the form of a Council of the Presidency, This was an attempt
to broaden participation and prevent the creation of an everlasting
6lite. One of the FRELIMO Provincial Secretaries, l-,azaro Kavan-
dame, defected to the Portuguese but this was to escape trial because
of his attempts to exploit the Mozambican people. There have been
disagreements within the Council of the Presidency but FRELIMO
morale is now improving and both political and military victories are
increasing. Freedom will come to Mozambique as to the other countries
in Southern Africa despite the disruptive efforts of some individuals
and the activities of the Portuguese secret police to eliminate FRELIMO
militants.

In the liberated areas FRELIMO has been building a new society.
A new social structure is emerging from the chaos of war. One of the
most important elements is the development of agriculture and the
people in the free zones have been able to switch to the growth of
subsistence crops. When FRELIMO entered a particular area it found
that the concessionary cgqlpa-ny llad already left so the way was open
for new development and fresh ideas. The people organised themseives
into agricultural co-operatives to produce the crops they needed and
they were encouraged to produce a surplus so that people who have

t8r

been hit by misfortune can still be cared for. The FRELIMO anny
sets an example by growing its own food wherever this is possible.
Not all the people have adopted t}re co-operative principle, but, if it
has not been introduced, they utilise an- extra, individual plot for
communal purposes. As a result of this reorganisation of agricultural
methods, there has been a sizeable increase in the volume of food
production, also more land is under cultivation.

Trade is inextricably linked to production and, with the abrupt
departure of &e European and Asian traders from the liberated areas,
FRELIMO had to organise the trading pattern. Market co-operatives
were set up and essential tools were imported. In order to help- pay for
these imports some groundnuts, cashew nuts and oil seeds 

-w6re 
ex-

porq{ -througfr Tanzania. Small, local manufacturing industries uiere
established which used immediate material and wliatever could be
captured from tle Portuguese.

fgt thg majority of Africans, education was completely unknown
and FRELIMO was faced with the daunting task of starting an educa-
tional prograrnme. A primary-school programme has been started
and over 10,000 children in Cabo Delgado and 1,000 in Niassa are now
being taught basic subjects. These schools are used in the evenings
for adult literacy classes and teaching the army. The Mozambique
Institute, based on Dar-es-Salaam in Tanzania, provides secondary
education for as many Mozambicans as possible.

FRELIMO is also active in the field of health and hygiene. Small
medical aid posts have been established in the liberated zones and two
groups of trained Rural Medical Aides have returned from Dar-es-
Salaam. Over 100,000 people have been inoeulated against tuberculosis
and also some have been vaccinated against typ[oid. When one
remembers that the Portuguese never vaccinated anyone, the FRELIMO
record is very impressive.

FRELIMO has made great progress over the last few years and
Mozambique, being a counly of stritegic importance, will provide a
base for future guerrilla activity against SoutbAfrica

. If Mozam.bique- can be freed it can provide a sound jumping off
point for the liberation movements of south Africa. It is ihe weikest
link in the chain of defence of white racists in Southern Africa.

ANGOLA
Douglas Marchant
ANGoI-e rs A couNrRv of 481,352 square miles with a population of
almost -5,qO0,000_ pgople, of whom only around 230,000 are^portuguese
white seftlers. It is one of the richest areas in Africa, with valt oil
reserves in cabinda enclave. fhere are also very rich iron ore deposits
in Central-A-1gola. which is the fourth largest-coffee producer ft tre
world, and diamonds account for t14 million of hei exlxfrts every
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year. In fact Ansola provides 25')i, of Metropolitan Portugal's exports,
io it is understaridabla that Portugal does nbt want to part with this
Black Pearl of Southern Africa.

These mainly economic factors inevitably influence Portugal's will
to hold Angola it all costs. In the first plice Ssuth Africa, with its
highly modirn industrialised @onomy, lacks a vital mineral---oil. To
av:oid paying heavily for this she imports from the Portuguese colonies.
Some 6t itrii oil shd obtains from tG Mozambique reserves, which are,
however, nowhere near as rich as Angola, where she gains the maprity
of her supply. South African interests in Angolan--oil alsojives it a

very profiiible trade balance with Angola' Secondly' the Portuguese

"*peit 
to double the generating capacity of the Cambambe Dam, which

is'already one of th-e largest-in Africa, and there- 3ry plans for the
construction of the f,75 inillion Conene Dam, which envisages the
supply of power to SWA and the resettlement of 500'000 whites in a
new ilrigaied area in Southern angola,

The" UK inevitablv has large financial interests in Angola, and
these ensure a one-sided balancJ of trade. In 1966 the UK exported
07,835,000 of equipment, mainly transport,machinery and engineering
goods,-but impo?ted only f844,000 of Angolan products' such as cofiee
ind groundnuis. Othei big tradilg.paitners are the US and West
Germiny. The USA have large oil interests in Cabinda and, as yet,

unsubstantiated reports have been received of Green Berets in action
around Cabinda. 

-ln 
1967 Angola had a trade surplus of f50 million

but Portugal itself had a tradi-ng deficit. It is obvious that Angola is

much too valuable to lose.
Portugal arrived early in Angola' as long aC9 .as 1482, but it

wasn't unt'il the end of the last century that the whole country came

under Portuguese control. The early 1950s hailed the first stirrings of
uniest. Neis of the political developmcnts in the then British and
French colonies began-circulating in-Angola. The new Africa was
beginning to speak ind the people of Aqgola wanted to -be-part of that
volce. Slnafl 

-groups began-to meet and-to discuss and plan what an
indeoendent Aneola would be like. Some fifty Angolans sent a
manifesto to thJ Secretariat of the United Nations and a year later
the first African political parties were formed-in secret, but the
Portuguese discoveied this aird they didn't like it at ?-ll: "Why-should
these 

"people dream of freedom when we don't allow freedom in
portugil iiself.,' So mass arrests resulted. However, by .1957 hundreds
of Afiicans had joined one or other of these groups tl1e first crucial
steps had been taken. Now, if the Portuguese hadn't been .living so

far back in the past, a dialogue could have been started which could
have led to the 

-situation now existing between Britain and many of
her former colonies. But no! The Portuguese not only refused to
form a bridge, but did their utmost to destroy the points of contact
already in existence.

Arrest followed arrest. Forty-two Africans, three American
Negroes and seven white Portuguese were arrested and accused of
attimpts against "Portuguese nJtional unity". They *ere to have
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been tried in March 1960 (three trials---one for the "whites" and two
for the "H6gl6s"-56 much for the colour'blindness of the Portuguese),
but after a world-wide protest (the lawyer engaged by the International
Comrnission of Jurists'was refused p6rmissi-on to leave Metropolitan
Portugal to defend the accused) the trials were postponed. and. later
held ii secret. Heavy sentences were handed out and there is evidence
that at least some of the accused were shot in Luanda jail that
November,

Undaunted by the world-wide publicity created by this disgusling
episode the Por[uguese secret state polii:e (PIDE) continued their
airests until a climal was reached in Ju^ne 1960 when fifty-two Africans
wete arrested. This group included Father Pinto de Andrade, Chan-
cellor of the Roman Gttrotic Archbishopric of Luanda, and the young
Angolan poet, Agostinho Neto. I the

*Neto^was 
oie of the very few Africans to overcome a

difficulties involved in becoming an Assimilado and even then it was

only as a result of a group of {fricans raising a fund that enabled him
to study medicine in Metropolitan Portugal.

However, his interest iri his people'sJuture broughthim imprison-
ment for a few wesks in 1951. Hb wis arrested again in February 1955.

No charge was brought against him, but one shoulin't be- surprised
at that r6membering ttrat South Africa's o'ninety-day law" (ninety days
detention without tria{) was copied from the Portuguese-. -fn June of the following year an officer of the PIDE arrived at
Neto's surgery with a numbir 

-of 
men and flogged him in front of his

family. He was then taken to iail in I-aunda.
When the inhabitants of his birthplace, the village of Bengo, came

to hear of this they were determined to make a protest and' accordin-gly,
they, with the inhabitants of thc rrcarby village of lcg-lo' -went-to their
disfrict office in the small town of Catete about sixty miles from Launda.

Who can doubt that this was intended to be a peaceful demon-
stration when the crowd of about a thousand contained a large number
of women and children? The Portuguese" however, were not going to
take any chances. Without any warning the military garrison, opened
fire witli sten-guns and killed thirty people and wounded two hundred
others.

A mistake! Hardly likely when two hundred soldiers were
despatched to the two villages. tsengo and lcolo, the following- d?y
and t<illed or arrested anyone they found and then set fire to all the
houses. One is reminded of the fate of Lidice in Nazi Europe'

This, then, is the chain of circumstances that led to the outbreak
of fighting in 1961. The people of Angola saw these circumstances
and also the economic, social, medical, educational, agricultural and
labour situation then existing in Angola as well as events in the other
"overseas provinces" of Portugal. They drew the inescapable con-
clusion that only by taking up the armed struggle would the people
of Angola have the chance of obtaining freedom.

Here are a few facts of the situation existing in A.ngola during
1960. Bringing in a higher revenue than any other product were the
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cofiee plantations and over four-fifths of them were in the hands of'white settlers. More than 100,000 hectares (220,000 acres) of land
were reserved for white settlers in the Quanza Valley alone. To make
way for white settlers in the Colonato de Cela, more than 14,000 African
families had been driven away, Every African over the age of fifteen
had to Wy a tax-the so-called "native tax"-rvhich often-exceeded a
,quarter oJ his tbtal income. The setting up of each white settler family
was costing the Portuguese one million esiudos. To earn tlis amount
an Afrigln peasant would have to work continuously for a thousand
!?qr!.- However, the lrasant was more than Iikely 

'to 
be one of the

250,000 rented out-yes! rented out-to the agricultural, mining and
construction concerns. There was one hospilal for every 280,000
people, one doctor for every 20,000 people, oie nurse and thirty beds
fg,r eyery 10,000 people, Areas Iarger than Portugal itself werd com-
pleleJy without schools and the averige wage for tlie rented Iabour was
making a proflt of 1,500 escudos per annum for each African supplied.

As to the events in the other "overseas provinces". Angola's
Africans saw a history of brutal suppression from the killing of over
1,000 Alricans out of a total population of 40,000 in San 

-Tome in
February 1953. The arrest of moie than two hundred Africans in the
Angolan enclave of Cabinda-later they were reported missing-did
not go unobserved in Angola either.

No wonder that by the beginning of 1963 tension was near
breaking point. In Luanda a curfew was enforced for Africans. A
r_eport by an African pastor in January ran, o'If an African is found in
ttre street after sunset by the police patrol he is harassed . . . planes
fly low -so as 1o create panic amongs[ Africans . . censorship is now
J_!U 9tr!9t and I am sending this letter with a friend of mine going to
Nigeria."
_ The struggle for the freedom of the people of Angola entered the
{ryisive stage of armed revolution with the storming of the Sao Paulojail in Luanda on February 4. The attack failed, but was renewed
the following day. The long-promised massacre of Africans that tbe
P-ortuguese had promised began. One report states that the Portuguese
shot the prisoners in the Sao Paulo jail to the extent that it "still itank
like a charnel house" three weeks liter.

The events of February 4 wa9 the signal for the little groups of
Africans who had been gathering in the northern Angolan forests^ and
the Cabinda enclave during the preceding months to commenc€ a
campa.ign of terror. Within 24 hours there were outbursts of violence
in forty places and some 200-300 white settlers were killed.

_ , The Portuguese carried out brutal reprisals. One army offjcer
1,t]9 -u qolqspondent of the Daily Mirror ar the time rhar they had
killed 30,000 Africans.

In mid-June the Baptist Missionary S<iciety carefully estimaled
the number of Africans killed including womerr and children during
the three months as 20,000. The BMS-went on to warn of plans foi
tbe killing of a further 50,000 men. women and children. -

The warning was not an idle one. The Fortuguese did have such
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plans and they put them into effoct. Villages were subjected to napalnr,
attacks and the savannah wa.s set on fira The elepliant grass grows"
to a height of six feet and in the dry season burns liRe timGr.

The Africans were not prepared'for the brutality of the Portuguese,
which. exceeded any previous 

-reprisals 
that tJre Portuguese had -made.

in their other colonies.
Little is known of the conditions, the failures, the successes and the

prospects _of the war which is now taking place in Angola. To a large.
extent it has become a stalemate-a wir'of attrition-but it continu-es.
nevertheless.

_ Eighty thousand Portuguese troops with 300,000 whiie settlers-
wlto eyen have their vigilante group, the Frente de Unidade Angolana
(FUA)-and the able assistance of fhe ptnE are pitched against ilmost
Iive million Africans and their liberation movements.

Besides the MPLA there are two others pressing hard on the,
Portugues-e. Holden Roberto's Angola People's- Union (UPA) which
is also called ths Angolan Exiled Revolutionary Government (GRAE).
The other is Unita (tf,e Narional [Jnion for thetompi"i" InO*pindence
of Angola).

" . UPA mainly operatcs in thc rcgion of Carmona in northern Angola
with some 10,000 nrilitants. I-trowevcr, the Organisation of African
{Jnitv (OAU) no longcr rccogniscs UPA as i genuine movement.
How much that decisirtn was influcnced bv the fict that no less an.
authority than the CIA has declarcd thai Roberto is a true ..anti-
Grmmunist" 9{ by the fact that the MPl-A-orrce regarded as ..a 

_eroup,of intellectuals"-has becrnrc a radical force and has largely ect-ipseit
R.oberto's efforts, it is diflicult to know.

unita launched hcr part i, the armed struggie with a most violent
alrack on the Angolan town .f rcixcira-de-sousa in the south-east on
C'lrristmas Day, 1966.

Immediately after this artack Unita largely iirnite<l its activities;
to attacking the Benguela railway. This tactii caused the wrath of
Zambia's President. Dr. Kenneth Kaunda, to fall on Unita's leader,
Dr.. Joseph Savimbi, as, since Rhodesia's UDI, the Benguela railway
had become Zambia's chief outlst for her copper. Thusl Dr. Kaur:di
i'elt forced to expel unita's President from Lrisika's Liberation centre.

^ However, recently Unita hes made startling progress and a number.
of areas have been liberated from Portugues=e-coitrol. This makes.
Angola the most confusing country in the ASpRo (portuguese termfoi' the South African-R.hr.rde,,ian-P.riuguese alliance) q;mplex in
te,:ms of liberation movements-threc, Jach of comparatively equat
strength. attempting_to liberatc thc c()untry and vzith eaih justly itainiing
successes towaids this end.

Nevertheless, MP[-A has srii.lc jusrifica{-i,>n for claiming to be the
fi-,remost .Angolan liberatbn rno!erncnr. It is recognizEd by the
,O:'ganisatio! of African Lilrity arrd receives money- from 6AU's
Liberation Fund and has estabiish,d rudimentary social structures in
the liberated areas which are very similar to those estabrished in
Mozambique by FRELIMC) (Mozarnbiquc Liberation Front) and to
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those established in Guind Bissau by PAIGC (African Party for the
Independence of Guin6 and Cape VerdeFthe t-w-o -ry99t. 

successful
liberition movements in those coirntries and to which MPLA is linked
through the freedom alliance of CONCP (Corrference of - National
Orgaiisations of the Portuguese Colonies). Mor-eover,- -the South
Afiican newspaper News Checft (no friend of the Africans) has

declared MPLA to be "by far the more eftective, efficient and better
organised".- At the first National Conference of MPLA, which was held in
December 1962, l[lPLA laid down the following minimum conditions
for any negotiation with the Portuguese:

'(a)- The- recognition of the righi of Angola to .self-dctermination and' ' independeice. National and-international sovereignty for Angola.
tb) The removal of all armed forces and bases.

i.j ft" safeguarding of unity and territorial integrity.
idi Unconditr-onal rileasc of all potitical prisoners and the return to Angola' of all refugees and exiles.
(e) Guarantees* of democratic rights, liberty for political action and for

trade unions.(fl Fixine of a date and suarantees for the eleclion of a national parliament
based"on the principl6 of a direct, equl and secret ballot.

(g) Elections of government organs in qvery village a.nd town.
i[) fi*ing a dati for the attainment of Angola's-independence"' , ,'The Poituguesc have forced MPLA to continue the war. Military

,camp6 were aitually formed on tle Cabinda enclaYe border and
starting with less ttrai SOO militants fighting was_originally concentrated
in thtcabinda enclave but MPLA has now been able to penetrate
500 kilometres intc Angola itsclf. Reports of fighting have come from
the towns of Serpo Pinto and Silva Porto-towns right in the centre
,of this vast land. However, MPLA's main offensive is in eastern
Angola where rudimentary social structures have been established-
strictures very similar to tliose established by Mozambique's FRELIMO
to which MPLA is linked through the freedom alliance CONCP (Con'
ferencc of National Organisations of the Rrrtuguese Colonies). -Though the fighting in the Cabinda enclave has dropped off prob'
ably as a-result of oil being disc<lvered there-which has meant that
the- Africans working for Cabinda Oil (a subsidiary of American Gulf
,Oil Company) arc now earning 120 escudos a day which is approxi
mately 30/- (riches indeed compared to the payment given to Africans
in Arigola), the MPLA is placing everything on the success of their
castern offensive.

The Portuguese clearly have no right or duty to be in Angola.
We must support the people of Angola to help them in their fight
.against Portuguese colonialism.
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SOUTH WEST AFRICA
Adrian WoIfin
Nenarsta is the recognised African name for South West Africa. It
covers 318,26I square miles, a little more than Great Britain and
France put togettier. To the north it borders Angola; in the north-
eastern part it has a short border with Zambia, along the Caprivi
Strip to the east it borders the Republic of Botswana, to the south it
borders South Africa and to the wcst the Atlantic Ocean.
The Colonial Past

In South West Africa. the scramblc for land occurred over two
phases: (1) The German scramble for land, roughly from 1883-1915,
and (2) the South African White Iand rush which followed the German
period and reached its height in thc 1920's.

German methods of robbing the Africans of their lands varied
from cunning trading deals to using fire.arms to subjugate the Africans,
after which their lands werc talren as spoils of war. Dr. Paul Rohrbach,
a highly placed official in thc German Colonial Office wrote:

"The decision to colonise in South West Africa could after all mean
nothing but this, nantely that the native tribcs would have to give up
their lands on which thcy had previously grazed their stock, in order
that the white man might have the land for the grazing of his stock."l

When the Herero trihc rcalised they were losing all their land
to the Germans they fought a brave war against German imperialism,
in 19O4-1907, which they lost. Gencral Von Trotha then issued his
notorious Extermination Order. The British government's "Atrocity"
BIue Book of 1918 cites the order as having required the extermination
<lf every Herero man, woman and child. The Herero population had
been reduced from over 80.000 cattle-rich tribesmen to 15,000 starving
fighters and rnore than half the Nama and Berg-Damara people had
died.'

During the First World War South African Troops invaded the
German colony of South West Africa. The capital Windhoek, was
captured on May 12, 1915. After the war & system of internationai
mandate-s was evolved by the League of Nations. The basis of the
mandate system was lcl be that "The well-being and development of
primitive peoples form a sacred trust of civilization". The mandate
for South West Africa was given to Britain who asked South Africa
to operate the mandate on her behalf. General Smuts, however.
never considered the marrdarte system in this light for he believed that
"South West Africa was inhabiterl by barbarians to whom it would
be impossible to apply any idea of political self-deterrnination in
the European sense".'

Smuts and his government saw SWA simply as a country suitable
for white setllement. South Africa had acquired a colony. When
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South Africa took over the administration of SWA there were
1,138 farms in White use, totalling 11,490,000 hectares. A Land
Board was set up to allocate farms to new White settlers, and the
land rush began. By the end of the first year of the mandate (1920)
169 holdings had been distributed to 203 settlers, by the end of 1925.
880 holdings to 1,106 settlers.' To move the Africans from the
reserves that she "abolisbed" South Africa used force. The Bondel-
swarts in the south were coerced by bombings. In areas like Orurnbo,
and others, where the z\fric"ans went to settle in 1917 the government
set fire to houses and gardens to drive people away. Flundreds of
Boers from Angola were then brought in to replace the Africans in
these lands.s It was not a shortage of land that necessitates African
removal but racialist policy. This explains why the 1937 Land Board
Rcport complained in one paragraph that there was "iittie land
availabLe for allotrnent", and in another paragraph "over 21 million
hectares are unalloted".
The Conditions of the People in the 20th Century
(i) Education

The educational system has been a clear expression of racist rule.
Educational policy props up white supiemacy lvhile neglecting African
youth. ht 1962 only 0.03 per cent of African pupils were in secondary
classes. Of the children in school 90.7 per cent were in the four
iowe r primary classes.0 The purpose of African education was
conciseiy stated in a report of a departrnental commission on African
education: "The education of the white child prepares lrim for life
in a clonrinant society and tha.t of the black child for a sukrrdinate
society. ."
(ii) The System of Forced Labour

The line stretching ucr()srs thc nrirp rlf South West Africa to
demarcate the Police 7-,onc---lhat a[ea conlprising the krwer thrce-
quarters of SWA directly administerccl by government officials, and
nrark the division between progress planncd l'or and by Whites in the
south, and careful stagnation in the northern African parrt of the land.

In the south are the European farmcrs, the mining industry, and
the fishing industry. For the African worker lo enter the white
south to seek work means that he must pass through the rigorous
labour machine of the territory. He musl obtain permission to enter
the labour area from the Iocal authority, thcn his contract must bc
signed before the New South West African Native Labour Association
(NEW SWANLA) which has the sole monopoly of recruiting labour
in the north. The labourer will live for 18 months a bachelor's lifc
in a compound, and must return home for three months after the
expiry of his contract, iater to be redrafted for a further labour tern*r,
The worker wiil repeat this cycle again and again. By 1955 the number
of Africans drafted annudl..z rhrough NEW SWANLA had incrmsed
1o 45.500.7

Inside the Police Zone for the indigenous population the contract
labour system does not apply, but the Africzrn people are enclosed
in an iron framework of laws, regulations, and official instructions.
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Men must have permits to seek work, service contracts to prove that
they are working and so on. fn a society where cheap African
labour is so essential, any African's failure to work is a crime called
vagrancy. This is defined as wandering abroad with no visible means
of support and is an ofience punishable by imprisonment.

Farm wages fluctuate according to the medical classification of
the labourer, from 25s. a month for inexperienced youngsters up to
f4 for the "Class A" type labourers. One year's work by a miner
or industrial worker at the highest rate paid, will earn f,30. The
man earning the maximum daily rate gets 35s. a month. While the
per capita income of residents within the white-dominated Police Zone
was f176.1, outside the Police Znne the figure was f8.5. In 1953
an ad hoc committee of the United Nations and the International
Labour Organisation, argued that the ultimate consequence of the
system of forced labour was "To compel the Native Population to
contribute by their labour to the economic policies of the country".
Naturally, African trade unions are illegal.
(iii) The Inequitable Distribution of Land

Whites, though only 1 in 7 of the total population, enjoy the
exclusive use of two-thirds of the land. By 1952 the average White
farmstead was 7,500 hectares in extent. By 1962 there were more
than 5,000 White farms occupying an area of nearly 40 million hectares.
On the other hand 170,000 Africans inside the Police Znne are
confined to 5.8 million hectares and 261,000 Africans living beyond
the Police Zone to 16 million hectares. Altogether the "Native
_R-eseryes" comprise approximately 25 per cent bf the total area.e
Without exception they are situated in tlie driest and least producfive
r_gerqp .of SWA. Thus there has been an increasing inequitable
distribution of the land.
(iv) IYestern Colonialism in South West Africa

South West Africa possesses a colonial type of economy, with
South Africa as the imperial power and a few international corporations
sharing the spoils. The country is rich in minerals, e.g. diamonds,
copper, zinc, and lead. The fisheries are amongst the world's richest.

^-__.Among the mineral companies that drain the wealth away from
SWA, one giant towers above the rest: Consolidated Diamond- Mines
of S.W.A. Ltd., part of the vast De Beers-Anglo-American mineral
empire. It makes an annual profit in SWA of almost double the entire
State Budget. The budget for SWA in 1961 was f8,079,710. The
CDM profits in the same year totalled L15.553,197.a0 Dividends
earned were 200 per cent of capital invested. Of the total value of
exported minerals in 1961 diamonds accounted for about 70 per cent
(total value:f26tx million). Of the Territory's total diamond output
98 per cent was produced by Consolidated Diamond Mines.

Other companies with investment in SWA are: South West
Africa Co. Ltd., General Mining Corporallon, R.io Tinto, Selection
Trust, South African Minerals Corporation, Associated Ore and Metal
Corporation Ltd., and the Bethlehem Steel Corporation, as well as
the giant American Tsumeb Corporation.r,
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The three pillars of SWA's wealth are miniqg, fishing and agri-
culture. Togetfier they account for more than 60 per cent. of total
output in redent yearsi hence because the. economY- js- not -diversified,
ani serious slide in prices for primary products would be calamitous." It has been aigued thal SWA 

- is economically unviable and
that it is incapable of potiticat independence. In fact SWA is well
off in terms oli per capita resource endowment. The excess of exports
over imports could allow a balanced economic development in the
country. Currently much of the surplus goes to the foreign-corporations
which'exploit the country's mineral wealth' In 1962, for example,
32 per c6nt of the gross-domestic product went to fo,reigners in the
forri of dividends, interest and oth-er payments. British and United
States investors hold a substantial interest in the seven predominant
South African corporations"ls
Military fnvolvement

A-representative of the South West African Peoples Organisation
told the UN Special Committee on South West Africa: "In violation
of the Mandatel south Africa has established military bases in windhoek,
Walvis Bay and At Katima Mulilo in the Eastern Cqpliyi- Zptel"..
The tohainesburg Star of September 25, 1962, said: "Waivis Bay is
rapidly changing from a fishing town to a mililary ,bry.. -'. . ." As
foi ttie Caprlvistrip, President Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia said in
June 1965 i "I wisi to state how greatly disturbed we are here in
Zambia, that the South African Government has chosen to build an
f8 million air base somewhere in the Caprivi Strip. . An air base
such as the South African Government is building is a direct threat
to Zambia's integrity." Nicholas Tomalin of the London Sunday Times
reported in Decem6er 1965. ". Despite the South African denials,
the base is a big military operation.
Ihe Reiection of Reformism

In Windhock whcre forccd removal of the people was attempted,
members of SWAPO staged a peaccful dcmonstration in Decernber 1959'
The result of this was-what is now rctncnrbcred as the "Windhoek
Shootings" when the police opcnc<l firc against the demonstrators
killing 13 people and wounding more than 40.

f-n aprit ^1968, Sam Najoma (now President of SWAFO) and
Jacob Kuhangua organised the Ovarnboland Peoples' Organisation
(OPO) in Windhoek.- The following month the South West African
ilational Union (SWANU) was established with Uatja Kaukuetu as

President. There'was an attempt to merge the two bodies which failed.
The oPo expanded into the south west African-leoplgk organisation
which was fbrmed in June 1960. Since then SWANU has declined
and is now virtually extinct. Its remaining officers outside the
country expelled the former president Jariretundu Kozonguizi accusing
him of having worked for the South Africans.

The Nainibian people led by SWAPO have now entered the
fourth year of their 

^armed 
struggle against South Africa's Nazi rule

in theii country. It is worth noting that SWAPO has established
a series of perinanant camps within Namibia in which rnost of the
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freedom fighters are trained. SWAPO now is the only movement
from Namibia aided by the Organisation of African Unity. As a
result of the intensification of the guerilla activity at the end of
1968 there was an increase of executions of civilians. In January
and February t970, in the latest series of guerilla operations there
were attacks in Kaokoveld, north-east of Oshikango; and on the Tsumeb-
Ondangua highway. These attacks were followed by reprisals: increasing
police raids on the Northern Regions and victimisation of the civilian
population. There have been reports that people suspected of having
any links with SWAPO members are being refused medical treatment
in government hospitals.

There are now about 300-400 SWANU freedom fighters in
prison under the South African Terrorism Act, or the Suppression
of Communism Act.15

To those who argue that the Namibians should be committed to
non-violence one should point out that every non-violent resistance
campaign has been met with greater violence, terror and killings than
the one before it. As to quote Fidel Castro: "The 1970's will be
the decade of revolution. Bccause in the world today, people, whatever
they have done historically wrsuld rather die from a bullet than from
the slow agony of starvation."

The total powerlessness of the UN has led the people of Namibia
to reject "the reformist approitch in the struggle for liberation".

"We also reject thc idca that our delivcrance should rest entirely
with the Big Powers. Wc appcal to all the states of the UN and
particularly our brothcr stalcs in Al'rica to ctct against South Africa
but the right to decitle rcnrains vcstcd in the peoples of Namibia. It
is for us to find the rnost cffecl.ivc rncthods to liberate ourselves."l5
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LIBERATING GUINE
PauI Hodges

THE nsvolurroN in Guin6 Bissau isn't so much forgotten as ignored.
Most people can only guess even at its location-"gsmsv/fuere in Africa.
I suppose." Yet this is where the most successful war of liberation of
the decade is being fought-by a peasant population against the military
might of imperial Portugal ln a countiy the size of Switzerland the
war has tled down 60,000 Portuguese troops-more, proportionately
than the Americans have in Vietnam. Nof only are ihe-Portuguese
lroops there, supplied regularly with planes and napalm from NATO
but they are being systsmatically beaten. The Afiican Party for the
Independence of Guin6 and &e Cape Verde Islands (PAIGC) has now
reached the stage where the Economist can safely say that it n'has now
occupied most of the territory it wants and will eventually take the
rest". And this was written in 1968 only five years after fighting had
begun in 1963 on just one military front.

The reason for the unique success of the PAIGC is its political
basis, which is specifically directed against simply creating an African
elite to take over from the departed Portuguese elite. They have a
concept of "revolutionary democracy", which involved national recon-
struction rather than simply national liberation. Thus the PAIGC has
deliberately postponed the final expulsion of the Portuguese from tle
Iast few towns they hold, until there are enough Africans trained to
take over. PAIGC have realized that an uneducated population can
easily be dominated by an elite and time is therefore needed to educate
the people before they are capable of governing themselves successfully.
PAIGC works through the village committees which it helped to set
up, but even these remain completely autonomous as one cannot force
anyone to join a guerrilla war of liberation. While it would be naively
optimistic to claim that the PAIGC cannot degenerate into an elitist
structure one can see that all its efforts are directed against this even-
tuality. It does mark an important stage in the concept of revolution
and even if it fails to achieve its specific target after liberation it will
have helped tr:wards the time when people do take po\ver into their own
hands.

Having seen that Guin6's uniqueness is based on its importance
both as an internal revolution which also has great imptrication for tle
future of human society we can now look at Guin6 itself. It is sup-
posedly called Portuguese Guin6 and is situated between Senegal and
Guinea on the coast of West Africa Guin6 became nominally Portu-
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guese at the "scramble.for-Africa'" Congress of Berlin in i884 but was
rxrt *pacified" until 1936 after more than a dozen major wars between
lhc Portuguese and the native tribes. Because of the Salizarist military
(lictatorship in Portugal (now taken over by Caetano) there is, and waJ,
no prospect of peaceful progress towards even education let alone
independence. To evade one United Nations criticism Portugal changed
lltc status of her colonies to make them into "overssas provinces", but
shc .ignores any demands for liberation. It was only after the PAIGC's
rlcrnands for this were rejected or ignored by Lisbon that it started a
rrrilitary campaign to enforce its political aims. As its Secretary-
Ccneral, Amilcar Cabral, said. "We are armed militants. not rnilitarists."
(luin6's population of under one rnillion, is made up of five main tribal
gr()ups and the white Portuguese settlers, who are mostly connected
with the monopoly trading company, the CUF. The five African
grl)ups range from the semi-feudal state of the Fula to the Balante,
whcre authority is given to all the elders (i.e. all males over about
twcnty-five years of agc). Bcforc the work of liberation started there
wcre at least ten differcnt languagcs. cach one spoken by a dift'erent
lribc: now one language, Crcole, is ltradually becnrning universal.

The CUF trading conrpany, thrtruglr its owners, lhe Portuguese
Mcllo family. is just one examplc of the links betwecn western capital
rurd the Portuguese repression. CUF itsclf operater; ontirely for the
lrcttcfit of Portugal's balance of payments and therefore has encouraged
lhc growth of a monoculture ln Guin6, namely groundnuts. Inter-
nntionally the CUF has links with Britain, France. West Gcrmany and
others who constantly provide credits-first to help expansion and now
k) protect this investment. It also has ties with the monopoly bank in
(iuin6, the Banco Nacional Uctramareno which is partly-a subsidiary
ol' Barclays Bank DCO. Because CUF concentra[ed on maximisin!
profit. there has been no economic development of Guin6 during the
crrlonial period-. (The.Po,rtuguese are having to start importing every-
lhing they need.) 

_ Agriculture is therefore greatly underd6velopEa, wiifr
lhc consesuence_that.cabral fore_sees a possible need after independence
"{.() stay for a while in a colonial postuie from an economic stindpoint,
cxporting raw materials and importing linished goods so our
pcr.rple can actually live better".

On the military front the Portuguese only survive because of the
cnormous help they receive from the self-styled 'oFree World". Portugal
is also economically underdeveloped, even t'hough in 1970 stre wilI
dcvote almost 60% of her budget to defence eipenditure. She can
however, call on Fiat jet-bombers, fighters, napalm and other military
cquipment from NATO; "equipment" which 1s supposed to be used
only in Europe but naturally no government w6riH protest at its
illegal use in Africa. Of course when there are things tht't even NATO
cun't do. the Portuguese have only to ask the Soutf, Africans. There-
f.re as Portugal must have an offsore airbase when Guin6 itself is
liberated-and NATO can hardly be seen building that-the South
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Africans are building it on the Cape Verde island of Sal. As the
South Africans intensify tleir support for Portugal, so tle liberation
movements of Guin6, Angola and Mozambique have come together
in COMAS against their common enemies. Indeed, the reason Portugal
still refuses to decolonize Guin6 is that "it might set a precedent for
Angola and Mozambique" and when they have been liberated there
would be no barriers for South Africa to hide behind. Such is the
strategic importance of Guind in the anti-colonial war now taking
place in Africa.

How, then, has the PAIGC managed to achieve so much? It has
liberated four-fifths of Guin6 and is able to control the moment when
it takes the other fifth. tts history began in 1956 when Cabral and
others started to meet secretly in the capital, Bissau, and gathered
impetus in 1959 when 50 Africans were killed after having goxe on
strike in the Pidiguite docks in Bissau. It moved to armed resistance
in 1963 when the first South Front (to the border with Guinea) and
then the North Front (up to the border with Senegal) was opened.
ln 1964 the East Front opened and the military zoning was completed.
In all the PAIGC's motto has been "build the revolution as you fight",
and they stress the need for national reconstruction as well as liberation.
Thus by the school year 1965166 they had already trained 191 teachers,
by the following year the number had grown to 220. By 1967 they
had built six field hospitals, 120 clinics and had 23 mobile rnedical
teams: the Portuguese had managed just one hospital and eleven
doctors, of whom lhrec wcrc always on Ieave in Lisbon. These were
the tangible benefits which imprcssed the wavering few among the
peasants; it also shows how nruch more thc PAIGC have to do before
the task of reconstruction is completed.

Between 1956-65 the only iob to be done was the mobilization
of the peasants: to convince them that it was worth risking their lives
and their lands can hardly have been easy. By 1961 there were a
hundred political workers each concentrating on one particular village,
gradually convincing the peasants that they didn't need to give their
food away in taxes to the Prcrtuguese, but that they could run their
own lives. An errormous jump for someone used to being treated as
little better than an animal. Naturally the young were more eager to
take the risk and usually dominated the village committees which the
political workers tried to set up. The instructions which these workers
had decided to follow wer:c detailed enough to show again how the
PAIGC wanted to evolve:

"We must practice revolutionaty democracy in every aspect of
our Party life. Hide nothing from the masses of our people. Tell no
lies. Expose lies whenever they are told. Mask no difllculties, rnis-
takes, failures. Claim no easy victories."

These. then, are the standards PAIGC has set itself and act as its
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contribution to the evolution of revolutionary theory and practice.
Firstly, they admit to a need for a vanguard party which goes on to
incorlrorate the whole state inside itseff. The immediate problem this
involves is that of leaders, and it is impossible to deny the importance
of Amilcar Cabral to the whole movement for liberation. fn a sense
this need for Ieaders and consequent organisation has come about
because there was a need for violenpe. The Portuguese would never
give up Guin6 voluntarily, nor admit of reforms which would lead to
a situation where Portugal would become irrelevant. The people of
Guin6 have first to fight for their cultural heritage, and only when they
have won that will they be ready to move on. Cabral himself is con-
stantly showing that he is aware of the danger of an elite: the whole
evolution of the PAIGC has been to transfer power from the centre
to the village committees. When Guind is free he plans to decentralize
as much as possible, seeing no real need to have just one town acting
as a capital for a whole people. He can however, only make the
practice go towards the theory: the crucial time will come when (and
if) momentum builds up to merge the theory with the practice, with
or without his consent. Admittedly he will still have the option of
reversing this trend, and this must be the difficulty. The military
nature of the initial organisation may well outweigh its political objec-
lives. What is needed is time, time to explain the message of
sclf-government and collective control-in other words, time to educate
the peasants to take power for thcmselves. This can only be done by
being able to cast off the military pharc. thus enabling the non-violent
transition to take place.

The purpose of the PAI.GC in Cuin6 is that while it wishes to
avoid simply having a take-ovcr by an African elite, to wait too long
would impregnate the military organisation too deeply into the political
spectrum. Even if this balance is managed. thcre still remains the
problem of dealing with the outsidc world. I{ow it and a truly demo-
cratic Guin6 will co-exist is yet another question about which Cabral
had to think:

"My orvrr view is there arc no real conflicl.s between the people
of Africa. There are only conflicts trclwccn their elites. When the
people take power into their own hands, as they will do with the march
of events in this continent, thcre will rernain no obstacles to effective
African solidarity. Already we scc in our case how the various peoples
in Guin6 are finding co-operation morc and more possible and useful
as they free themselves from attitudes of triba.l struggle-attitudes
that were encouraged, directly or indirectly, by colonial rule and its
consequences."

By the process of education we call see that people will not only
be able to take power for themselves, but actually want to. This is the
lesson of Guin6 for the rest of the world. Cabral hasn't yet got a
people who want to take power for themselves, but he is succeeding in
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taking them towards this goal. They are fighting now against Portu-
guese repression, but the real battle will come when they have defeated
that and must act to take power for themselves. Whether they and
the PAIGC structure will be capable of making this change we cannot
yet tell. At present we can see that the PAIGC is still a vanguard
revolutionary body even though its aim is to merge itself into the
people. It is this aim that provides the final point for discussion.
The PAIGC is a military and political force which realises that to
achieve its declared aims it will have to achieve national reconstruction.
This can only be done by the people the,-nselves recot-lstructing their
trives as they want il done.

Thus Guind provides us with two principles which apply to the
achievement of a libertarian revolution anywhere. One is that violence
is only self-defeating. Originally we see that the PAIGC "has now
occupied most of the territory it wants, and will eventually take the
rest", but the time lapse is needed because mere violence-in this case
ejecting the Portuguese-is irrelevant to the rnuch bigger task of
enabling peopie to make their owit lives instead of having an elite in
control. The second principle is the positive application of the idea,
and is that of a iibertarian revolution when the whole population is
educated enotigh to put it into practice.

Thess idcas are a valuablc enough contribution for Guin6 to
claim morc attcntion than shc docs at prescnt from the world. Finally,
however, we must not forgct tlrat shc is also being completely successful
in the military ficld of cxpcllirrg thc Portugttcsc l.hough her resources
are smaller and hcr i:ncnrics rnorc powcrful than in othcr, more publi-
cised, conflicts. Guin6 is a srnall country, a long way off, but her
military success and hcr political objcctives nrcan that she is important
enough for the whole world to study.

African facts and figures
S0UTH AFRICA

Liberation Moventents: African Nutional Congress (ANC).* spokes-
ruarr Oliver Tambo; Pun-Africutti.tt Congress of Azaniu (PAC), spokes-
nran Robert Sobukwe. Population: 13,340,000 Africans; 591,000 Asians;
1.959,000 Coloured; 3,728,(n0 Europeans. Area: 471,445 sq. miles.

SOUTH WEST AFRICA

Liberation Movements: Sorilh West AIriuut Pe<tple's Organisutiort
(SWAPO),* spokesman Sam Nujena:- South West Alrican National
t/lrorr (SWANU), spokesman Gerson Kangueehi. Population 498,70()
Africans; 15,400 Coloured; 96,000 Whites. Area: 316.261 sq. miles.

ITHODESIA

Liberation Movernents : Zimbabwe Alrican People's Union
(/,APO),* spokesman Joshua Nkomo; Zimbabwe African. Nationttl
Iltiott (ZANU), spokesman Ndabaningi Sitole. Population: 4.210,000
Africans; 225,0W Whites; 22p00 Asians and Coloured. Area:
150,333 sq. miles.

ANGOLA

Liberation Movements: People'.s Movement for the Liberation
ttf Angola (MPLA),* spokesman Agostine Neto; Nalional lJnion for
the Complete Independence of Angola ruNfTA), spokesman Joseph
Savimbi; Union ol the Peoples ol Angola (UPA) and the Angolan
I'.s iled Revolutionary Governmenl (GREA), spokesman Holden Roberto.
lbpulation: 4,700,000 Africanst 230,000 Whites; 50,000 others. Area:
-181,352 sq. miles.

MOZAMBIQUE

Liberation Movements: Mozetmbique Liberation F'ront (FRE-
l,lMO),* spokesman Uria Simango: Mozantbique Revolutionary Com-
ttrittee (COREMO), spokesman Paulo Gumane. Population: 6,300,000
Africans; 130,000 Whites; 50,000 Asians and others. Area: 297,737
sr1. miles.

(;UINE BISSAU

Liberation Movement: African. Party for the Independence ctf
(itritft artd the Cabo Verde (PAIGC),* spokesman Amilcar Cabral.
l)opulation (inc. Cabo Verde): 768,500 Africans; 10,200 Whites (in-
t'ltrcling troops). Area (inc. Cabo Verde): 15,501 sq. miles.

*Tltere exists a political alliance hetween the major liberatiort
tn()ranrctis, ctnd this sign indicates that the organisation is one of the'six'.


