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editorial ADbolishing the Borders from Below

There is a justifiable need to abolish the borders between nations, societies, cultures and wha-
tever else seperates and defines us. In order that the process of their abolishion does not lead to the
formation of new borders or other types of segregation it has to be done from below, by the people not
by elitist institutions such as The European Union, NATO or United Nations. ,

There is an enduring need to instantly abolish all states, governments and authoritarian institu-
tions so that communities based on common values such as freedom, respect, collaboration and soli-
darity can be formed. These communities in turn can lead to the transformation of the world order into
one based on the above mentioned values. In an attempt to push forward both of these goals with sup-
port for developement from the anarchist movement above the borders we have created ...

“Abolishing the Borders from Below”
an anarchist courier from Eastern Europe

There are many reasons why it is necessary to put out this type of publication on a regular basis.
There are a large number of anarchist groups in Eastern Europe who could operate much more effec-
tivly with a continual exchange of ideas, tactics, experiences and materials with similarly minded
groups from all over Europe and the World. It is clear that many western activists are also interested Iin
the ideas and actions of the "eastern anarchists”. We believe it to be necessary to tighten the collabo-
ration between east and west in resisting Fortress Europe, the globalization of the world economy, and
above all capitalism and it's effects on our life. A mutual exchange of inspirations, motivations, and coo-
peration from anarchist communities all over Europe is needed on a day to day basis not only in times
of international protests like the ones in Prague, Gothenburg and Genua. The intent of this paper is to
set up a better network of communication between groups and individuals from different parts of this
continent. The process of creating an editorian team for "AbolishingBB" was a great step toward this so
we appeal to everyone to make the most of the information here as effectivly as possible.

Other sources of info

These are: “alterEE” east-european-anar-
chists internet discussion list, “Warhead” -
internet info service of (@-activities in
Poland, ABC/Poland - info bulletin,
“Avtonom”  russian magazine of
Autonomous Action Network, Russian
indymedia; KOLOKOL newsletter “AAC-

TIV-ist Newsletter” from Romania.

If you operate in Eastern Europe you can
send to us info about protests, manifesta-
tions and other actions-going on in your
region ... you can present activities of
groups, collectives and projects working in

An anarchist courier

“AbolishingBB” is a bi-monthly bulletin
with information on different political and
cultural anarchist/anti-authoritarian acti-
vities in Eastern Europe.

Editorial team

Is a part of an international anarchist col-
lective based around east-european acti-
vists living in Berlin. Our work would be
not possible without great cooperation
with our corespondents around EE.

Abolishing Collective

This collective was created in Autumn
2001 in Berlin by east-european migrant - your neighbourhood ... you can inform us
anarchists. As well as this publication the RIS ‘4 "4 about up-comming political and cultural
collective also organizes an ABC-like sup- 36 I o events ... you can present statements of
port group, a libertarian library, various Pavel (Prague - CS)
solidarity actions, informative meetings, Mato (Bratislava - Slovakl.a)
cultural events, cooperate with other anar- PEREMA SOROPIS A MaNSdunia)

: : : Saszka (Grodno - Belarus)
chist groups, projects and campaigns Nastya (Minsk - Belarus)
(mostly in EE but not only) and supports

Antti (Moscow - Russia)
local and global struggle against all kinds Tuuli (Petersbug - Russia)

£ b | Domas (Vilnius - Lithuania)
R i e Ivo (Ryga - Latvia)
Maya-Tine (Lubljana - Slovenia) abolishingBB@hotmail.com
Jelena-Suncana (Zagreb - Croatia) Please send your graphics/photos only to:

Tavi (Timisoara - Romania) "L, _
Mutlu (Ankara - Turkey) abolishingBBphotos@hotmail.com
Soja (Bialystok - Poland) If you operate in other parts of the world
you can help with distribution. You can

your group on local or global issues, you
can express your ideas, opinions or criti-
cism ... everything from anarchist perspec-
tive. You can join our redaction collective
as a corespondent sending regular reports
covering different forms of activities in
your region. Please texts send to:

Corespondents

Our work is based on relativly stabil net-
work of corespondents from different
regions of Eastern Europe which are

Michu (Torun - Poland)
Laura-Zaczek (Warszawa - Poland)

covering the most current, important and Rebel Mouse (Belgrad - Serbis) spr.ead mformatmn. about this .publlcatfon
interesting issues. Our corespondents or just make .the most Of: the information
team for today: | New corespondents are welcome | here as effectivly as possible.
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Distribution

We are looking for people/collectives ready
to distribute this publication on a regular | |
basis'in their regions (especialy in southern They learned to fear us, and they are right !

“Workers discovered a new way of class struggle”

“Fired from work for founding a trade union”

RESISTANCE AGAINST MCDONALDS AND
BIG BUSINESS IS GROWING IN EE

Europe). Previous issues are as well availa-
ble. Contact for distribution:

wielkowitsch(@hotmail.com

More complex information on page 5.

Free copies / Print-Rin

e
N o . -
o o

e reports from anti-McBusiness actions in Russia, Poland, Macedonia,
SEARA R S| Scrbia, Romania and Lithuania on the Day of Fight Against Multi-
.7 VN J{iﬁ; National Companies.

Free copies go to all info-shops and libertari-
an librarys in Eastern Europe (which get in
touch with us) as well as to our corespondents
who supply a postal adresses. At the moment
we print by ourselves 1200 copies of each
issue, and there are some local groups which
make more copies by themselves after our
agreement on that.

“In fact, the United States has even helped finance the tortu-
res and murders in Uzbekistan, knowing full well what they were pay-
ing for”

“In other words, the United States is content to let fascism
reign when it sees fascism as being in its own interests. The lesson to be
learned is that freedom and democracy are not ends in themselves but
good only when convenient”

UZBEKISTAN AND WESTERN
CAPITALIST INTERESTS

-
—

“The fable about the autumn struggle for
Bakery Squat in Saint Petersburg”
“The campaign of support for a self-organised
center for homeless” in Poland
“New independent locations in Lithuania™

“First anarchist squat in Macedonia”

SQUATTING ACTIVITIRES AROUND EE

o R Al ';E:"l';.'-'-. - ::i"" 2

Unfortunately until now we are not able to
cover our editorial costs only through selling
the newspaper so the money for printing is
collected as well through our breakfest-bene-
fits performed regulary in autonomous center
“KOPI” (Berlin) as well as through our pizza-
circus, and benefits from outside.

pages 12-13

“We must not forget that our organizations - anarcho-syn-
dicates, are in fact structures of the future society created within the
old - that means that structure of our syndicate today will be struc-
ture of the economy of the tomorrow”

bad enGlisH reputation

As you probably noticed the emghsh which is
used in this newspaper is very far from its gra-
matical and stylistic ideals. It is mostly becau-
se this is englsh in which most of our core-
spondents, big part of our readers and most
of us (as the editors) are communicating. So
obviously we choose to use engish which is
understandable for ourslves. Secondly, we
decided to be rather “bad english reputation”
newspaper as to rise a level of language and
this way eliminate probably 30-60% of our
regular readers, especialy in south and
eastern Europe. From better news: we’re wel-

coming Mr.JFK as a new proofreader of ABB.

INTERVIEW WITH MEMBEBER OF
SERBIAN ASI
ANARCHO-SYNDICALIST INITIATIVE

“We are glad to announce that this year there were not many incidents
with nazi scum around” - clashes with nazis on the National
Independent Day in Poland “It's frightening enough to see chairman
of LNP Mindaugas Murza as a chairman of Public Order Committee
of Siauliai city. LNP use almost the same symbols as fascists did and
declare similar pointviews” - report from Lithuania

ANTIFASCIST RESISTANCE

“Workers of Ozarow Cable's Factory appeal to everyone
for help. Both material and physical help is needed. Fights with
police and security can start any time”.

“However, at one of the industrial giants, the Petrovski
Factory (with about 10,000 workers) things went a little diffe-
rently than the bosses had planned”

WORKERS’PROTESTS IN
POLAND, UKRAINE AND RUSSIA

You can find us as well online under:
www.abb.hardcore.lt

This website is from one side a source of infor-
mation about our collective but basicly - an
archieve of all texts which appeared in our
newspaper in the past. Some of them will never
lose of its worth ! Check it out (unfortunatly
some chapters are still under construction).

pages 24-25

against provisional governement 86 years ago, forgetting what happened
just 5 months later. In some other cities anarchists just use celebration as
an unique opportunity to leaflet critical citizens, and in some cities anar-
chist stay far from these pathetic and demoralizing actions ™

ANARCHIST ACTIONS CONNECTED
rl“’ -

pages 20-28 “Anarchist attitude to October putch, and thus to 7th of
Dead l | nes November is anything but uncontroversial. In some cities anarchists go
happily to queue with bolsheviks to celebrate their common assault

# 14 - 15.01.2004
# 15 - 15.03.2004

Front & Back Cover

Concept: Collective; Picture: Libera;
Layout: Cizio; Text: Chumbawamba
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Editorial Abolishing the Borders from Below

"Our understanding of so called "hot issues” concerning EE IS

and will be always very different from the mainstream-media ones”

editorial proclamation

attentlon. 2004 w1ll brmg to - we dontlzke the ehnsr aspects of ﬁnances not only for newspa

Eastern Europe an abnormally high  internet. When we say elitist, we  but for other activities as we.:
number of special events. Just to  mean not only a limited access to
mention this coming spring time internet - especially Eastern and
("when rhe beings are comming poor activists are finding themsel-
.."), there is the ves out of the game but as well the
h we call "d:sap-

mformanon costs, correspondence costs
aper format is  ting costs and the costs of se

This money i1s partly commg -

from distribution but with m

bly big delays, and then ..
get partial repayment!
On the other ha

times of setting the old pnce f

cents the newspaper had 12

ments around
our newspa-
per/collective _

why - it is becati-
se we still behe-

were bellewng'ﬁé;ﬁs
16 months ago:
in bringing peo-
ple back

core.lt) Wthh is
Set up WIth CO0O-
peration  with
our Lithuanian
comerades._ L
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ALL YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT OUR DISTRIBUTION
THE PREVIOUS ISSUES ARE STILL AVAILABLE DIRECTLY FROM OUR GROUND-ZERO OFFICE IN BERLIN

AUSTRALIA

outetheos@yahoo.com.au

AUSTRIA

Info Laden 10: postfach
173; A -1100 Wien

BELARUS

dragga@375crew.org
Minsk

CROATIA

suncanfema@yahoo.com
Zagreb

DANMARK

Maximum O.D. d.iy.
kvalme@ofir.dk
Kopenhagen
ENGLAND
jon@activedistribution.org
London
ex-SOVIET UNION

| cis
itasitihki@tao.ca
FINLAND
p.mikkila@luukku.com
FRANCE

wawan@no-log.org
Lyon
GERMANY
wielkowitsch@hotmail.com
Berlin
GREECE

Lily Collective
polbleibt@yahoo.com

HOLLAND

gryczmanl@wp.pl
Amsterdam

HUNGARY

goantik@freemail.hu
ISRAEL
aabbiiyy48@yahoo.co.uk

ITALY
Central & South

riotclone@autistici.org

North

issue # 8 - Febuary 2003: International Anarchist Meeting EE in Warsaw / Poland
(schedule of details), Anarchist MayDay 2003 in Eastern Europe (contribution into discussion)

, Can the War take Centre Stage? - article about war in Chechnya, Anarchist Defence
Alternative - text about how to consider the defence of anarchist society. Bulgaria in the NATO
= NOW - interview with members of new anarchist group in Sofia about the situation in Bulgaria,
Interview withl the Bolt Throwers Firm - first antifascist footbal hooligans in Russia... and few
pages of short reports, and Communities in Struggle.

issue # 9 - April 2003: Eastern Europe Against the War (action reports and state-
ments); “Sudden Death of a Mobster ...” (ASI statement commenting assasination against Serbia
prime minister); before EE Mayday 2003; infos from preparations to NoBorder camps in
Romania and Poland; Anarchist march against imperialistic policy of the world elite (Zagreb);
Antifascist reports from Poland, Russia and Belarus; “Experience from the West” article; “Dont
trust anybody, not even us” - brief history of the Czech anarchism; Ukraine report from the
Revolutionary Confederation of Anarcho-Syndicalists (February 2003); Institutional and Social
Mess of Bosnia nad Hercegovina; First Conference of Autonomous Action (February 2003);
Belavezha forest disappearing (Poland); Fight againat pipe (Georgia); Anarchist Initiative Rijeka
(Croatia); ABC reports (Poland); few pages of short info; Communities in Struggle.

issue # 10 - June 2003: “ANARCHY 2003” meeting in Warsaw, Anti-Border
Conference in Warsaw, anti-border camps in Poland and Romania (last calls for the actions); sta-
tement from First Annual Balkan Anarchist Bookfair; press release from ASI; Anti-war pro-
tests are continuing in EE (reports & statements); MayDay 2003 across Eastern Europe (reports
& statements); DIY scene report from Lithuania; First conference os SAF / Social Anarchist
Federation in Ljubljana; Croatian police represion against Bicycle Caravan in Zagreb (story);
History and present situation of CAF / Craiova Anarho Front; AntiFascist reports from
Russia and Czech Rep; IOM - EU’s racist politics and its tools; ORA-S - Czech @group about
their present politics, about media and about their publication ALARM; About East/West move-
ments cooperation (article by AA/Moscow activist); Exiling from Hungary (border experiences
by Serbian anarchist); ABC/ACK Poland; Communities in Struggle (list with about 150 @-pro-
jects in EE).

issue # 11 - August 2003: editorial proclamation; Opression of freedom of speech
in Belarus (call for solidarity with “Navinki”); 3 pages of short info from around EE; Class con-
flict as an aphrodisiac for successful communication (IAS Serbia); Two weeks of anti-border
and anarchists activities in Poland (report); Protest camp in Azov in South russia (report); Anti-
border camp in Dorjan on Greek-Macedonian Border (report); No-Border camp in Romania
(report); Chechnya is the dead end of statist logics (statement of Autonomous Action
Moscow); the Anarchocommunist Alternative AKA (founding declaration of a new group -
Czechia); Platformism without illusions (NEFAC interviews ORAS); Bicycle Caravan through
balkans (trevel and action report); One more villian on the international scene (article by L.Akai);
State’s Violence (text by Rebel Mause); East-West Meeting of AnarchoSyndicalists and
Revolutionary Anarchists (historical text by Antti Rautiainen); Communities in Struggle.

issue # 12 - October 2003: Workers’ Protests in Poland (several texts); Proposal for
next year NoBorder Camp; 2 pages of short reports from
around EE; “Two houses evicted and no home for squatters in
Ljubljana (story); Campaign for community center in Zagreb
(report); Squat being created in Belgrade (report); News from
Autonomist Collective - Torun (report); “Dealing with war,
war makers and apathetic society” (Chechnya); “Reasons o
War in Chechnya”; “No War between the people- no peace
between the classes” (Chechnya); Half interview - hal
masquerade with NAVINKI (Belarus); Volja (presentation
of russian magazine); Kolokol Newsletter; Falkor I.C.Y. news-
letter; “The EU, anti-EU movement and feminist per-

ﬁ 3 | ; spectives” (Poland); Rainbow Keepers conference (raport);
: nis L'} “City rising against methanol terminal” (Russia - raport);
: i 5 ABC-moscow; Repressiion in Romania; Calendar of workers’

 TO RESIST protests in Poland 2002; Communities in Struggle:

\‘.ﬁ"' ¥

Dan't et cm ext ro.

NORWAY

kaosborgen@hotmail.com
Moss

POLAND
BRACTWA TROJKA
M. Hojak; os. Czecha 17/8
61-287 Poznan

ROMANIA

Aactiv-ist Distro
pinkpanthers@k.ro
Timisoara

SLOVAKIA

CSAF
poste Restante 850 07
Bratislava 57

SLOVENIA

Tine: frece@volja.net
Ljubljana
SOUTH AFRICA
Zabalaza Books;
Postnet Suite 116
Private Bag X42;
Braamfontein 2017

SWEDEN
bokhandeln.info@gmx.net
TURKEY

abcankara@yahoo.com
Ankara

USA
gluhoeffer@graffiti.net

Distributors
needed!

[f you think that you
can help with filling
that network up,
especialy 1n
north Italy, Belgium,
[rland, Bulgaria,
Spain, Switzerland
or Portugal .

LET US KNOW !

IF YOU WISH TO DISTRIBUTE ABOLISHINGBB IN YOUR REGION HERE ARE CURRENT
WHOLESALE PRICES INCLUDING POSTAGE, FOR EUROPE & OVERSEAS. WE ACCEPT WELL
CONCEALED CASH OR INTERNATIONAL POSTAL MONEY ORDERS PAYABLE TO:

ABFB; Samariterstr.32,;

10247 Berlin;

Germany

! ATTENTION - NEW PRICES - ATTENTION - NEW PRICES !

TILL 5 COP.
TILL & COP.

TILL 11 COP.
TILL 17 COP.

TILL 23 COP.

EUROPE - 6 EURO
EUROPE - 8 EURO;

WORLD - 7 EURO;
WORLD - 8 EURO;

AIRMAIL - 12 EURO
AIRMAIL - 16 EURO

EUROPE - 10 EURO; WORLD - 10 EURO; AIRMAIL- 20 EURO

EUROPE - 14 EURO; WORLD - 14 EURO;
EUROPE - 18 EURO;

AIRMAIL - 28 EURO-
WORLD - 18 EURO; AIRMAIL - 36 EURO

DISTRIBUTION DISTRIBUTION DISTRIBUTION DISTRIBUTION
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Anti-Capitalist Protests

This article has
been published in Avtonom
#20, journal of Autonomous
Action (Russia).

Russian labour market
1s built almost completely accor-
ding to interests of the employers.
Employer has a huge authority
over employees, a power which 1s

seldom limited by workers resi-

stance. Trade unions are not eve-
rywhere, and where they are they
are usually a group of bureau-
crats, to whom defence of wor-
kers' rights 1s of little interest.
One does seldom discover solida-
rity and mutual aid amongst
waged workers, but problems
related to daily work are not
disappearing anywhere. Working
place conflicts are everywhere,
taking most different forms.
Workers of McDonald's chose a
quite unique way to resist, a com-
pletely unforeseen way of strug-
gle against employers in Russia.
But before going to the main
theme of the article, few words
about the corporation itself.

McDonald's is the big-
gest fast food chain in the world,
according to their official website
they are present in 119 countries.
[f in USSR 1in every city and villa-
ge one could find a statue of
Lenin and a park named after
Gorki, the yellow letter "M" on
red backround is their

capitalist equivalent.

Georgian  president Eduard
Shevardnadze was present in the
opening of the first McDonald's
outlet in Georgia, that gives some
picture about the financial and
brand power of this global fast
food chain. This reputation has
not come to company without a
price - in any globalisation critical
demonstration a couple of outlets
are trashed as symbols of the glo-
bal capitalism.

Different transnational
corporations producing goods for
"mass consumers" have different
methods of adaptation to local

Abolishing the Borders from Below

markets, some make their pro-
ducts look as local as possible, in
accordance with local traditions.
This 1s for example what Nestle
does with confectionery brand
"Rossiya". McDonalds' uses the
very opposite approach - in any
point on earth one finds the same
menu, almost same prices and ser-
vice. There even exist such a con-
cept as "Big Mac rate", since
value of one hamburger in diffe-
rent countries measures oscilla-
tions between different curren-
cies.

But McDonald's has
most various kinds of problems -
besides typical critics such as bad
quality of food and violation of

India

workers
McDonald's outlets have been tar-
geted due to exploitation of cows,
considered in India as sacred

rights. In

animals. In South America
McDonald's has been criticized
for destruction of the tropical
rainforests. In the official website
of McDonalds one finds much
promising slogan of the corpora-
tion to attract new workers: "We
value You, Your career and Your
input in development of our com-
pany". To put it straight:

that is NOT true.

McDonald's appeared
in Russia some ten years ago, in
beginning as a fine, expensive
restaurant. McDonald's was a
fresh new thing, a symbol of the
beginning of the nineties. Work
was much more intensive than
"Soviet citizen" had get used to,

but salary was not bad, some peo-
ple sacrificed their studies for
such a work. But it went on like
this only until "Black Tuesday" of
1998. Then salaries were cut to a
fraction, and the former level has
not been reached ever since (other
transnational corporations follo-
wed the same pattern). But then
already many enough Russians
between 18 and 45 years relied on
rat race of the market economy
instead of planting potatoes to
their 1/7 acres. Intensity of the
work in McDonald's was not any-
more a shock for Russians. Also
prices inMcDonald's became gra-
dually affordable for average
consumers. These two factors
together with the pioneering gains

corporation had reached in the
beginning of the nineties helped
McDonald's to become biggest
fastfood chain in Russia, and to
expand to other CIS countries as
well.

Working conditions in
McDonald's are tough, everything
1s built on a strict hierarchy.
Majority of workers are "krus-
hiks" (from English word crew),
that means janitors, clerks and kit-
chen workers. "Krushiks" are

controlled by sly

and complicated hierarchy of
managers, whose goal is to ensure
that 100% of the working time is
used for the cause of the compa-
ny. Every minute of the working
graphic of a "krushnik" is regula-
ted. Most of the "krushniks" are
students, who would not find a

qualified work and agree to work
for a small (in Moscow around
100$) salary which is guaranteed
by reputation of the transnational
corporation. Usually "krushniks"
do not stay in McDonald's very
long time - few people like tread-
mill. Managers are a bit more old
people, selected from the ranks of
the "krushiks". Managers aren't
given any free time either, but
their work is easier, and salary
better. And an important psycho-
logical factor is that when one
already climbed first step of the
ladder, he has some further moti-
vation to stay employed in the
company.

In a system where
employers try to maximally
exploit employeers, one may not
escape friction and conflicts. So
web-site http://www.macdo-
naldz.narod.ru appears in the
autumn of 2000, site 1s made by
workers of McDonald's outlet in
the Pushkin square. Group publis-
hing the site named themselves
"hooligans", their activity is cove-
ring skeletons in the closet of
McDonald's. Site publishes infor-
mation about contents of the food
which is sold by the chain, as well
as a sort of diary from which the

three following stories are
extracts.

[First story

Let us take such an important
issue as health of the workers. As
in any big industry, McDonad's
has its own professional diseases.
So which kind of trouble may a
person getting employed in
McDonald's expect? First of all,

swelling and tired knees,

resulting varicose veins. Workers
must stand all the time, and only
in times of breaks they may sit
down for a while (although usual-
ly the legal one hour break does
not exist, and we have only 30
minutes). Second trouble is

mental stress

GROWING RESISTANCE AGAINST MCDONALDS AND BIG BUSINESS
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followed by nervous breakdown
in the course of time, with some
people one week of work 1s
enough. Work with clients, which
are most various types is stressing
in itself, besides that managers
keep breathing to your neck,
demanding continuous activity.
Hustle and bustle all around. This
is reason of the high turnover rate
of the employed, this does not
bother employers but first of all
those in the bottom because eve-
ryone has to work for two others
who just left the company. Third
trouble are

burns,

food is cooked in very high tem-
peratures (168-218 celsius). No
matter how much you try, you
may not avoid burns, expecially
when grilling meat. Grills are
located pretty low, and pork fat
easily drops to ones hands, 1t 1s
also easy to accidentally touch
blazing parts of the grill.

Safety measures are
about zero. Everything 1s open,
drops of melting pork fat are fly-
ing all around. Sometimes spray,
gel and other drugs against burns
are available, sometimes not.
Third professional disease 1is
overweight, although this is not a
problem for everyone. No further
comments about that one!

Second story

In every corporation one does
have inspections, in this chapter
we cover inspections 1in the
system of McDonald's. These are
various - inspections of quality,
culture, hygienics and safety. Let
us talk about the last one.
Inspection day begins, it may be
inspection of Ts.O. (Central
Office) or SES. All SES specia-
lists are bribed, all the results
what one may expect. You may
ask where are our proof, we ans-
wer in our eyes and ears. Where
are their documents? "Which
documents?" Nothing 1s made n
written form, all talk only face to
face. Yes, it is practice in most of
the companies, but here we talk
about McDonald's which is boa-
sting how they abide every law.

Or every law except some. Lady
from SES arrives and goes around
staff area, special attention 1is
given to kitchen. This time a full
hustle is going on in outlet every-
thing is washed, brushed, glan-
cing. But that is a pure formality,
everything is always ok.

Then we have internal
checks, organised by the Central
Office, usually inspection of time
and quality of service. For smal-
lest deviation from standard or
graphic punishments are expected
along every single ladder of the
hierarchy. But most outrageous
was the food safety inspection,
organised in the middle of last
June. Lady from central office
came with a stack of papers, we
had been expecting her for three

days during which panic passed
all critical limits (hustling alone 1s
always in the limit). Everyone 1s
controlled, hands must be washed
and rags changed

every 15 minutes.

Only supervisor inspection had
caused something like this before!
And soon we see why it must be
so - complicated. After such
inspection outlet is given grade
from A to F, and in case of grade
A (which we received) all mana-
gers from the rank of second assi-
stant to director are given a price,
40% extra on monthly salary. So
it is very much in the interest of
the higher management to raise
profits and quality of production
during this very day. But this
award has no any relation to reali-
ty of junior managers and simple
workers, they are yelled, their
every move is controlled, juice 1s
squeezed from them and they are
thrown away. They get no any
financial incentives.

Third story

In McDonald's you may also find
"McBucks" and "McShop".
Around twice a year workers
whose work is qualified as excel-
lent, such as those who won a
competition in selling some cer-
tain product and those who have
kept fulfilling rules and standards,
are given "McBucks", small pie-
ces of toy money. They are used
only inside McDonald's. They
include stamp of the outlet, wor-
ker's personal number and auto-
graph of manager who gave the
coupon. Nominal value of one
coupon 1s 10 roubles (30 cents).
Then management sets

up the happy date - "McShop".
This is a shop, where one may
buy souvenirs with this toy
money, such as pens, mugs and t-
shirts... to put it simply,

corporate gifts.

In the middle of October we had
"Italian weeks", Central Office
squandered "McLiras" instead of
"McBucks", this toy money was
well printed and designed which
is unusual. In the end of the
month we had "McShop", prices
of souvenirs were set by the cen-
tral office as well. Cost of a mug
was 9 coupons, a bag costed 40
coupons, clocks were 8 coupons,
t-shirts 8 coupons, cd 10 coupons
and a bottle of coke 2 coupons.
But the hilarious thing in all that
was that these "McLiras" were
given In a very stingy quantity,
average worker had maybe 5 or 6
coupons. Not because they had
worked little, but because condi-
tions to get these coupons were
incredibly strict. A girl runs

around all day, smiles, fulfills any
demands whatsoever and after all
that receives one single miserable
coupon, just figure out!

* * %k

In http://www.macdo-
naldz.ru one may read more such
sketches from life inside
McDonald's. This is what "hooli-

gans" tell about themselves:

"Qur site was founded
in November of year 2000. Since
then we have collected materials,
written articles, planned design.
Since September 2001 we have
registed our site in internet
search engines. Some 50-60 per-
sons visite our site every day, 5o
obviously information we are
providing is interesting to people.
We receive most various kinds of
feedback, from '"why are you
doing this?" to "thanks, I was
planning to work in there but I
changed my mind". What is
expecially interesting is that half
of our visitors are former and
current employees of the compa-
ny. Interest of the rest is employ-
ment opportunities or contents of
the products. Main activity of
our group is to provide true
information about attitude of
McDonald's to its employees. We
try to provide pure facts, to get
readers a real picture on what is
going on inside the firm. We
want to tell people, that McD is
nothing as cool as people would
expect, standards are not follo-
wed, no attention paid to human
rights or labour codex."

"Hooligans" is not the
first group of McDonald's wor-
kers in Moscow fighting for their
rights. Not so long time ago there
was a scandal connected to an
initiative to found a trade union.
Management launched a cam-
paign of serious harrasment
against the initiative, but in the
end union got a legal status.
Union was not organised in an
outlet, but in a factory providing
food for the chain, but now activi-
ty of this small union seems to
have deceased.

Management of the
McDonald's in Pushkin square i1s
well aware of the site of their
unruly workers, but it is not that
easy to single out who are the edi-
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tors. Restaurant in Pushkin square
1s one of the biggest in the whole
world, and has hundreds of staff.
[s activity of hooligans gaining
any results? Maybe. In site one
may find section  "progress",
which includes reports about
reforms which have taken place in
the outlet since the site was ope-
ned. One may suspect that partial-
ly these reforms are made by
management which 1s afraid that
protest may take more serious
forms than just a site in the inter-
net. Another success of "hooli-
gans" is due to stupidity and igno-
rance of McDonald's brandma-
kers. In Russia McDonald's
spends thousands and thousands
of dollars to advertisement in tele-
vision, they finance enormous

To sum 1t all up, 1t 1s
definitely positive that working
class resistance takes place in

McDonald's, the very symbol of

the "generation which chose
Pepsi" (at least until they do not
have to sell it...). It is also great
that people do not believe in sell-
out unions, but fight with the
System (even if only in the frame-
work of their own workplace)
themselves, counting on themsel-
ves and their friends, putting to

the process of resistance lots of

creative energy. It will not be that
easy to fool "hooligans" to FNPR
union or to any of the Parties of

"Work". In another hand it 1s
discouraging that yet resistance
exists only in the internet, and yet

billboard ads in streets and metro,
they engage in charity, invite jour-
nalists to have a lunch and golf.
But official Russian website of
McDonald's just does not exist!
So a person looking for informa-
tion about the corporation through
any search engine very soon finds
site of the "hooligans". This way
quite many people have learned

about the order of things inside
McDonald's.

Success of "Hooligans"
has brought some follow-up, such
as another Moscovite group iIn
http://www.mcdonaldc.narod.ru,
and groups in Minsk -
http://www.belmac.narod.ru and
http://www.kompaktor.narod.ru.
In contrary to "apolitical”
Moscovites, Minsk sites are clear-
ly more left-wing. We specially
recommend the second
Belarussian site, where one may
read characterisation of "corpora-
te ethics" of McDonald's in the
spirit of Beavis and Butt-head.

it 1s not clear if there are chances
to

move struggle "offline".

It seems likely, that currently
anonymous "hooligans" may only
appear in daylight when a more
massive resistance movement gets
organised in the fast-food chain.
Listev |

Post Scriptum: Soon after publi-
cation of this article in Avtonom
#20 in summer 2003, manage-
ment of Pushkin  square
McDonald's managed to single
out and fire author of the
http://www.macdonaldz.narod.ru
site, and we finally had a chance
to see in the real life this person
with whom we had clandestinely
cooperated almost two years. But
resistance against McDonald's is

to be continued.

Half of staff from
McDonald's  restaurant 1n
Swidnica (middle size city in
Poland) had been fired from
work. Reason for this purge was
fact, that few days earlier they
founded trade union. Workers
were fired disciplinary and offi-
cial reason was "fraud of
money". "McDonald'’s is not
against trade unions. We are
against breaking a law"- said
press officer of McDonalds.

In Poland its more and
more frequent to break trade
union and workers rights.
Although 1n case of big factories
workers can rely on help of trade
unions, in sector of services and
small trade they are usually
deprived of all help. This practi-
ces are lead by big multinatio-
nals like McDonalds or owners
of supermarkets like OBI.

Existance of trade
union could limit those practi-
ces, thats why for founding one
people get fired immadietely.
Economical sense of such activi-
ties 1s simple - profits should go

On 9th of November
the Food Not Bombs Action
took place in Skopje. Some of
the food was prepare on this

day was left afterwards.
Activists kept that food for 5
days. It started to stink when
they thought: "Oh, yes - we can
do some Anti-McDonalds
Action with this". So, they
made soup bombs, printed
some flyers and went to the
center of city. The plan was to
throw the stinking soup bombs
inside, delievery some flyers,
lock the front and back door
and throw the rest of the flyers
among the young people, which
are always hanging out in front
of McDonalds. Everything

only to hands of individuals, rest
of society is meanwhile getting
poorer, unemployment grows,
social help 1s being liquidated.
Resistance to activities of big
business 1s growing-also 1n
Poland. About 100 trade union
members picketed McDonald in
Swidnica in defence of sacked
workers. Firecrackers had been
thrown. Restaurant was closed
during protest.

On 15th of October
there were next solidarity
actions in few cities of Poland.
Members of the Worker's
Initiative (IP), Anarchist
Federation (FA) and sympathi-
sers as well as trade-unionists
from "Solidarity'80" (about
50-60 people) have picketed one
of the McDonalds restaurants in
Poznan .in protest against the
firing of half of the employees 1n
a McD restaurant in Swidnica.
In addition to the picket, a local
Food Not Bombs team has ser-
ved about 100 vegetarian meals.

went according to plan till the
security manage to catch one of
the activist and malested him.
After that, they let him go.

The reaction 1n the
start was none. After a while,
when a boy tried to go out and
he could not, he tried to call
friends, then personal staff and
so on.... till many people gathe-
red inside and outside
McDonalds. There were young
people already reading the flyer
outside. The back door was
immidiately realised and secu-
rity people came and cut the
chain from the front door. In ten

minutes everything was finis-
hed.
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This was another
beautiful day, as it usualy i1s
when some action is planned.
We gathered ourselves in the
"Rebel House" squat 1n
Belgrade, in order to prepare
an action at the Day of Action
against  Multi  National
Companies and at the Day of
Health Food. It was already
announced that there will be
actions against McDonald's
and the actions of Food Not
Bombs (action by way of
giving vegetarian food for
free). About 10 people appea-
red to prepare food and lea-
flets and at about 12:30 we
were in front of McDonald's.
There were already other peo-
ple there. We started to give
out food & leaflets to the peo-
ple and we had a banner
reading: "Hrana a ne oruzje"
("Food Not Weapons"), with
the logo of FNB. The action
was very nice but after five
minutes two cops came up to
us. The bad thing was that at
this time the streets in the cen-

As some of you know, last year in
Timisoara, the biggest city in the west of
Romania, on the 16 of October there was an
organised by
AActiv-ist Collective. Then the action gathe-
red about 30-40 persons. This year people also
organised and made action against Mcmurder.

In the evening of 15th October peo-
ple went out in the city and stuck posters about
the 16th of October action day telling T
why people should be against thiscor- |
- poration. Some people were met by | o

action against Mcdonalds

............... S

ter of Belgrade were blocked
by cops because some delega-
tion from Greece passed by, so
cops were placed every 50
meters. We didn't register this
action with the police either,
so they asked us for permis-
sion for the action. Of course,
we didn't have 1t, so they
asked us to move from this
place, after our short talk with
them. Everything was filmed
with a camera, so the cops
started to investigate the
cameraman also. He was from
a student television station and
at the end they let him go, and
after checking us out, we were
also able to go. We decided to
then move our action in front
of another McD restaurant,
one kilometer away. After
changing our location we
again put up our banner and
were giving food to passan-
gers. Then the cops came
again. For the second time,
they took our identity cards
and called their boss. After
they let us to go again, we

.........

some strange guy who went out of the
car and started to put a lot of questions
about a lot of things. This got some

people paranoid about what might

happen next day ...

So, next day only 8 people |
turned out to the action. But still, the

leafleting was much better organised

than last year. There was not only the

poster but also 4-5 different kinds of
leaflets explaining the Mc-issues. Ff
Also people distributed, like last year, I

''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''
-----

appeared in front of yet another
McDonalds restaurant. There
the action was continue. People
accepted our ideas excellently
and supported us - poor people
are here basicly against multi-
national companies. In any
case, this was very nice action.
After this action one person
was called by the police to
come to their station for an
informative conversation. So,
we went there yesterday toget-
her. Fortunately, the situation
did not turn so bad as we had
expected. It was basicly to cre-
ate fear among activists.

apples together with the leaflets and a lot of
people were very receptive to the message.
Again, like last year, the manager came out,
this time they said that we are paid by someo-
ne to ruin their immage, and he was 1mpossi-
ble to be convince that it was other reasons,
actually, that make us want to hate this corpo-
ration. He was standing all time out threate-
ning people with calling security company and
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Activists from port-town
Klaipeda joined Worldwide Anti-
McDonald's Day and organised action in
their home town. It was the first anti-McD
in Klaipeda and people were quite inter-
ested in it - about 400 leaflets were distribu-
ted in an hour. People encouraged and sup-
ported the action. Police and McD official
arrived, but they could do nothing, because
there was no violation of law. Policemen
said, they don't eat in McD themselves and
don't see anything illegal. About 30 people
stood for few hours in front of McD and tal-
ked with people. The action's received posi-
tive coverage in mass media. Another
action took place in capital city of Vilnius.

N
i,
g
et

in the end he admited that he was affraid that
we might go inside and make some more
chaos.

It's a wonderfull thing that they lear-
ned to fear us, and they are right because next
year we will continue OUR tradition and we
have bigger surprises for them.

There were no arrests or problems
with police or security company. We proved
one more time that our strength does-
n't lie in our numbers, but in our 1deas.
For World Wide Vegan Day a con-
cert and leafleting are planned.

Smash the big mac!

In struggle anarchist
autonome punx
of Timisoara

Romania
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Info from around EE

Anti-War and
anti-capitalist

movies projection
in Belgrade - Serbia

Projection of Food Not Bombs
film was held in House of Culture
in Student's Town in Belgrade.
Unfortunately projection was pre-
pared in "last minutes" so there
was no time to make advertise-
ment for public but at least some
activists came to see it. People got
strong impressions from movie:
“I am glad to see that there are
existing so many activists all over
the world who we don't have a
chance to meet. They organized
excellent actions”.-
After film projection,
Keith which was presenting the
movie spoke to people about
history of Food Not Bombs
groups/actions. There were
question from public also, for
example about methods of FNBs
actions: Does FNBs use Gandhi
methods or participants try to
protect activists from arresting
through fight with cops? Keith
said that USA is very dangerous
capitalism so if somebody attack
cops that person could get very
big punishment (5 years) and also
on the example of Black Panthers
we could see that movement
could be destroyed if people
attack state's forces, naimly,
Black Panthers are killed). Keith
“himself was also many times arre-
sted, spied, beaten as many other
activists also. He spent 500 days
in prison too because it 1s against
the law to serve food to homeless
(1t 1s forbidden to be homeless
also. So it is the pressure made by
capitalists to push people in slave-
ry market). People in Belgrad had
a chance to get info from first
hand about the fact how much is
american capitalism horrible/bru-
tal.
After it, a part of the
film "We Interrupt This
Empire..." was showed. It 1s an

anti-war film, full of information

about war profiters, about protests
against war in Iraq, about killing
of people in wars, etc. There is a
hope that these movies will be
soon titled in local language.

Abolishing the Borders from Below

ANnti-fascist
Food Not Bombs

action in Skopje
Macedonia

Food Not Bombs group in Skopje
distributed some free food, marking
9th of November, against fascism,
xenophobia and nationalism (which
1s the most present hating form in
Macedonia). During the food prepa-
ration and it's distribution a friend
from Spain played some revolutio-
nary songs on his guitar which hel-
ped to create a nice atmosphere. Not
so many people were walking in the
centre on that shiny Sunday after-
noon, and much less were interested
to try the food. Passing by, they
were mostly supporting the action,
except for one crazy old man who
was interested on our anarchist flag.
After he found out that anarchists
are organizing the action he got
furious, started to swear and said
that he use to imprison these people.

Fortress Poland
Visa regime introduced

On 1 October, in preparation for its
accession to the European Union,
Poland introduced visas for citizens
of Belarus, Ukraine, and Russia.
The immediate result was a drop of
some 70 percent-90 percent in inco-
ming traffic at Poland's eastern bor-
der-crossing points. At one crossing
point with Ukraine, which usually
had about 8,000 people entering
Poland daily, the number on 1
October was less than 800. Railway
stations close to the frontier repor-
ted a similar drop in numbers: for
one train from Belarus to Poland,
only seven tickets were sold instead
of the usual 500 plus.

Red light

for single parents
Krakow - Poland

People from Anarchist
Federation (FA-Krakow) have par-
ticipated in a picket organised by
lonely parents (mostly women)
against the plan of the government
to cut the funds for single parents.
The government argues that it's try-
ing to decentralize social services
and bring it closer to the people, by
placing the cost of social services
on the local government. The local
government of course doesn't have
funds for it, so in fact it's a way of
liquidating the service. The cops

PROTESTS ... ACTIONS ... INFOS ...

have made some court cases against
the women, because they didn't
register the demo.

Solidarity action
with the

"Thessaloniki 77
Wwarsaw - Poland

14 of November there was a small
picket at the Greek embassy in
Warsaw in solidarity with the
Thessaloniki 7. At the picket were
present people from Warsaw,
Bialystok, Lodz and Torun. A pro-
test letter was handed to a represen-
tative of the embassy. Other actions
are planned at the office of Greek
press agency and other places.

"They would also
like to have one !”

anarchists towards

independence day
Krakow - Poland

During the all polish pro-govern-
ment media were still crying after
dead of first polish hero in Iraq, and
polish nationalists were proudly
celebrating polish independence
day (11 November), anarchists in

- Krakow have put a banner on one of

the bridges in the city on that occa-
sion. The banner read:

IRAQIS, AFGHANS,
CHECHENS - THEY WOULD
ALSO LIKE TO HAVE
THEIR INDEPENDENCE DAY!
STOP OCCUPATION!

Don Chaos’
critical vision of

world order
reached Poland

On the 8th of December comerci-
al center of Torun was hosting an
anormal number of punx & anar-
chists from the region. The reason
for that was a visit of Mike Spike
Froidl vel "Don Chaos de la
Nada”, famous artist and punk-
rocker from Berlin. His presenta-
tion took place in one of popular
Torun's pubs Piwnica pod
Aniolem. Audience could admire
Don Chaos's paintings which
were manifesto against systems,
wars, and capitalism. The parts of
the event were spontaneous per-
formance simbolising “holy war
of global market”, movie demon-
stration and presentation of Don
Chaos's book "Pogo-Do". The

-message of Don Chaos could get
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to the people who never had any
contact with alternative culture
due to organising the event in the
place that is not in any relation

with alternative or social critical
ideas. A day before Don Chaos

appeared at squat Rozbrat 1n
Poznan. You can find Don

Chaos's paintings at: www.don-
chaos.de

It is becoming
to be a routine

Finish activists
banned from Russia

Russian officials are banning con-

sequently Finnish radicals from
Russia. After 2001 actions i1n
Votkinsk two Finnish got 5 year
deportation and 2 other FSB
blacklisting, most likely 12 years.
3 other Finnish were banned from
Russia for occupation of the con-
sulate roof in Turku as a protest
against war in Chechnya. This
sums up 7 Finnish radicals ban-
ned from Russia. This practice is
rendering all efforts to unite
Finnish and Russian movements
during last 6 years useless. It is
not so many Finnish people inter-
ested to participate to Russian
events anyway due to language
problems and the fact that it 1s
difficult to predict reaction of
Russian officials to various pro-
test actions. Places like Berlin
and Amsterdam are much more
spectacular attractions of radical
tourism with their massive radical
ghettoes, even if they are 5 times
more far from Finland than
Russia.

Anarchist in Turkey against

YOK and against war

Anarchists did participated in the
action which was organized as a
part of the activities against YOK
(*) in Ege University.... Number of
anarchists carrying a banner of
'CAPITALISM KILLS' and black-
red/black flags have reached 15.
They have shouted slogans against
the education and war ... Group of
anarchist participated also in anti-
war demonstration in [zmir on 19th
of October. * YOK (Yiiksek Odre-
ttim Kurumu/Higher Education
Council): An institution which was
established after the military coup
in 1980 (on 6th of November 1981)

to strengthen state control over the
universities
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Some thoughts about
the idea of

NoBorder camp

in Eastern Europe
from our Croatian corespondent

This text is a reaction on “a proposal
for the next year NoBorder camp” which appea-
red in previous issue of AbolishingBB and can be
found on our web page ...

May 1st

We discussed the situation concerning entrance of
Slovenia in EU, and the establishing of Schengen
border between Slovenia and Croatia. As far as we
know, it's supposed to happen on May 1st, which
can be very symbolical. The border 1s very near
the capital of croatia, Zagreb, so we want to do
something on the border - combination of May Ist
and NoBorder action. Since immigration problems
are not yet such an issue in croatian public, focus
could be more directed to workers' rights. If we
suceed to make more good contacts, it would be
great to have action of workers and activists togt-
her.

Regarding campaign against entrance of
Croatia in EU (it won't be soon for sure - some-
thing like 2012...) it's not so important anyway,
because it's bad sides are already here or coming
soon: adjustment or so called "harmonisation”
with the requests of EU. Here I want to mention
our horrible new Labour Law, pension reform,
changes in health and school systems, cuts in soci-
al benefits and other neoliberal shit.

Ideas for summer
no border camp

The idea of No Border camp in this region
(Balkans) has been randomly discussed during last
two years. There were some proposals, like the
Piran bay - sea border between Croatia and
Slovenia. Every couple of months there are inci-
dents between fishermen and border police which
lead to diplomatic scandals between the countries,
so it would be nice to make No Border camp by
the sea. The other place is border between Croatia
and Vojvodina (northern part of Yugoslavia, near
is also border with Hungary). Our friends from
Novi Sad showed interest in this, but both places
could be very dangerous. I doubt that any local
group could do anything about this without help
from other countries.

There was a proposal by someone from
Bike Caravan to Thessaloniki, to makeNo Border
camp somewhere in Bosnia and Hercegovina if
possible. The town of Mostar could be good plece
to do this, the town is divided by ethnic groups but
there's something called Intercultural festival there
by local people who could be interested, unfortu-
nately haven't heard from them yet.

p.s. if anyone has any informations,
data, materials, leaflets, texts... about the
impact of EU and adjustment to their rules -
especially concerning workers' rights, agricul-
ture, border regime, social benefits... please
send to this address (errante36@yahoo.com).

As repetitevily we've
been reporting and com-
menting on war in
Chechnya, we would like
now to put a bit light on
situation in Uzbekistan,
as it is perfect example
to see how function poli-
tical ties and alliances
between US & other
western powers and
local dictatorships of
whatever kind. In this
moment Uzbekistan is
an great friend of US and
Great Britain, but how
fast this situation can
change we've seen
recently in Iraq. Because
we don't know about exi-
stence of any anarchists
or libertarians in that
country, for now we need
to rely on reports of local
or international human
rights groups. Article
presented below in shor-
tened version we found
on US-libertarian (but
not much radical) web-
site www.zmag.org
which provides updated
in-depth analyses on
global politics, war,
racism, economics, etc.
Obviously we prefer to
hear always local radical
voices than smart views
of western "experts”
(also those "radical”
ones) and we hope in
future to get in touch
with some activists In
Uzbekistan.
Unfortunately we did not
find enough space In
this edition for this very
long text so the second
part you will find in the
next Issue of
AbolishingBB.

Uzbekistan and US
Much of what Bush said
about Iraq under Saddam
Hussein could be said about
Uzbekistan today under
Islam Karimov, but with
respect to Central Asia rat-
her than to the Middle East.
Bush was trying to justify
his decision to invade Iraq
and install a new govern-
ment. And yet, despite a
few unmaterialized threats
to link U.S. aid to the
improvement in its human
rights conditions, the U.S.
attitude toward Uzbekistan
has been extremely friendly.
In fact, the United States
has even helped finance the
tortures and murders iIn
Uzbekistan, knowing full
well what they were paying

.......

.........

.....
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for. After 11 September
2001, the United States
strengthened ties with
Central Asian nations, not
only for the sake of maneu-
vering into a good position
to invade nearby
Afghanistan, but also to
improve American access
to central Asian oil and
natural gas . This eventually
led to a strategic alliance
with Uszbekistan.
Unfortunately, the Uzbek
government uses this allian-
ce as a carte blanche to
wage its own war of reli-
gious persecution in the
name of fighting terrorism,
as the U.S. government well
knows. America refrains
from any serious admonish-
ment, much less regime
change, despite the Uzbek
government's mass arrests
and chambers for torture

and killing.
History
Joseph  Stalin  divided

Central Asia into a number
of socialist republics, the
"stans," in order to cripple
Muslim resistance to Soviet
rule. In the early 1990s, the
government of Uzbekistan
was newly independent of
the collapsed  Soviet
system. The former First
Secretary of the Communist
Party, Islam Karimov, was
elected  President in
December of 1991, but
foreign observers did not
consider the election to be
free or fair. Officially,
Uzbekistan allows free
speech, separation . of
powers, and representative
government. But the legis-
lature actually holds very

little power and the judicia-

ry fails to show indepen-
dence from the will of the
executive, virtually all
power residing in the hands
of President Karimov.
There are repeated referen-
dums, denounced by inter-
national observers as frau-
dulent, which always
extend Karimov's presiden-
cy. * Currently, he stands to
be President to the end of
2007. Provincial governors
are selected and replaced by
Karimov. The news media
are either controlled by the
government or avoid cove-
ring politically sensitive
issues. In the absence of
traditional Soviet controls
on the practice of Islam, the
government built hundreds

UzbeKistan

of mosques in the early

1990s. According to the
State Department's
International Religious

Freedom Report for 2002,
this proliferation of Islam,
or at least of its more open
ractice, was accompanied
by the emergence of many
highly reactionary Muslim
groups. The  Islamic
Movement of Uzbekistan
(IMU), whose aim 1s to set
up an Islamic state in the
Fergana valley, a region
multiply divided by Stalin's
stan-making, appeared in
the city of Namangan. In
1990, the IMU began to
make public demands of
President Karimov, e.g. that
Uzbekistan should be decla-
red an Islamic state institu-
ting sharia law. At the
IMU's invitation, Karimov
arrived in Namangan 1n
1991 to discuss the matter.
The journalist Ahmed
Rashid describes the discus-
sion as being little more
than a "shouting match,"
with Karimov returning to
Tashkent bitter and the IMU
deciding to wage a jihad
against him. Prior to the de-
Talibanization of
Afghanistan, there were a
number of attacks by the
IMU in Central Asia, main-
ly in the Fergana valley .
Continuing with
the International Religious
Freedom Report, Hizb ut-
Tahrir, an anti-Semitic
group, also with theocratic
goals, emerged early 1n the
1990s as well. Vigilante
groups began to appear in
the Fergana region enfor-
cing some of the harsher
Muslim customs, such as
full cover for women. To
counteract these theocratic
trends, the Uzbek govern-
ment began to harshly
punish political Islamists
towards the end of 1991.
The government's stated
viewpoint is that this is not
an infringement of religious
freedom but simply an
attempt to protect the
government from violent
attacks and attempted
overthrow. Violence direc-
ted against the Uzbek
government is a reality, alt-
hough much of it may be in
response to Karimov's auto-
cratic bullying of pious

Muslims.

(to be continue - page 19)
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Squat Pekarnia
part 1
& & 8
Activists
ex-bakery
in their hands

One floor of the 3-storeyed empty
house in the industral region of
Petersburg is seized by anarchists and
activists of punk scene. Accomodation
was seized by the group of anarchists
from "Punk Revival" and PLA already
in the beginning of summer 2003, and
since the beginning of October other
anarchists and anti-authortarian acti-
vists have joined the project. Now elec-
tricity is conducted into the house (...).
Squat was named “Pekarnia” (Bakery),
because in the wing of this house
bakery eardier was located. Now in
squat are living more or less constantly
4 people. Also PEKARNIA is the free
space for other anti-authoritarian peo-
ple and groups. On the second floor of
the house are living home-
less people, with which
activists reach under-
standing and pass

key from the main
entrance door. Thus far
authorities manifested no
interest in the house or in

the people, which live
there. If squat does not
undergo by repression in
the next future, we are plan-
ning to organize there first acoustic
concerts (...)

Petersburg (middle of October)
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Squat Pekarnia
part 2
& & &

Alert of evictionf

28. of October 2003 police officers
of Kirovskiy district in Petersburg
raided the squat “Pekarnia”. The
reason for cops to check the house
was, that a day before one of the
homeless people, who live at 2nd
floor, fall out from the window and
was taken to hospital because of
severe head injury.

One day after the accident, when
the cops came to the house, there
where 2 people inside “Pekarnia”.
One of them was taken to police
station as a captive, the other one
was asked to find the people, who
live permanently at the squat. Cops
take sound system from Pekarnia to
secure that the squatters show up at
the police station untl the evening,
In the evening some squatters went
to the police station to free the
squatter, who was catched, and also
to get back the sound system. The
squatters where first accused in "orea-
Ang criminal swrrosndings”’, and soon
demanded to leave the house, becau-
se "the house is empty, and nobody should
live there". Cops gave the squatters
one week (until 4th of November) to
move away from the house or to
show official documents from
KUGI (City Comittee for Dealing
with the State Property) about the
right to use the house.

Discussions or some

”Wdoﬁtmzdw

piece of the cake, we
take the whole

(Pekarniaf”

demands with KUGI would be
hopeless, as far as the house is offici-

ally "in dangerous condition and don't fit in
to the sanmitary norms'. Squaters deci-

ohe jable about the autumn struggle for
Bakery Squat in Saint Petersburg

ded, that, as former, they have no
reason to move away from this
house, which used to be empty.
Now the house have nor-
mal conditions for living, meetings
and fo
con-

cult-
cural and other
events. As well the squatters decided
not to give any black money to the
cops, just for the fact, that the house
is located at the territory, which is
controlled by them. The future of
“Pekarnia” is now dependent, for the
first, from the activity of the squat-
ters and other anarchist and antiau-
thoritarian activists, but also from the
next steps made by the authorities
against “Pekarnia”.

Petersburg, 30.10.2003

Squat Pekarnia
part 3
&S

(Whatdotﬁccops

‘want from usQ

In the evening on 4th of
November squatters from
"Pekarnia” had a meeting with
the cops who control the area
where "Pekarnia" is located.
Unfortunately, the squatters have
no legal basis for their activities,
because according to the law the
house is not fit for living. To the
squatters' question why the cops

don't show any interest in the

homeless people living at 2nd

floor, the cops said they first

will kick out the squatters,

then the homeless, and after
that close the whole house. The
cops also threatened to inform
OVIR (Office for visas and regi-
strations) about a foreign girl
living at the squat (her passport
was checked during the last raid

the squatters not paying 24
totﬁccopsisa

matter of principle =~ ¢ week
and promi-

on 28th of October but, fortuna-
tely, not written down by the
cops). The cops demanded that

the squatters

for move away

from

house until
the end of

sed to visit
"Pekarnia” on Friday of Saturday
(7th-8th of November 2003).
Squatters found only
one reason for cops' relatively
nice behavior. Practically for
sure, the homeless people from
2nd floor pay money to them for
their ignoring of the things that
happen . there (we remind that
about a week ago a person fell
out of the window on the 2nd
floor). The same evening squat-
ters talked to the homeless - and
the opinion was proven right. It's
clear that cops want to get some
money from the 3rd floor (read:

from squatters) as well. But for the

squatters not paying to the cops
is a matter of principle. We will
keep you informed.The struggle
continues!

Petersburg 5 of November

Squat Pekarnia
part 4

(and not the last one(

2R
Eviction

of the Pekarnia

On Friday, the 7th, November
2003, the squatted house in
Petersburg was evicted. Early in the
evening two policemen - 2 man and
a woman came up to the house. As
we didn't open the door on repea-
tedly request, one of the policemen
began smashing the windows with
stones. Then we opened the door.
Although we were prepared to the
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eviction (we carried all worthy
and not immediately necessary
things away already two days
ago), the time of the eviction
was very bad for us. Out of
twelve people who were in the
house to the time of the evic-
tion, seven were foreigners.
There was a finnish women's
band, which arrived one day
ago and two of the squatters
who lived in the house since
the very beginning of the
squat. Because of this, we
decided not to take up a con-
frontation with the policemen,
but to leave the house volunta-
rily.

The police told us
to leave the house within 15
minutes and disconnected the
eletric heating, It was visible,
that the heating was self-made,
but the illegal connected elec-
tricity was not of any interest
for the policemen. Meanwhile
the squatters packed their
stuff, the policemen collected
the passports of the finnish
band and told them to come
to the next police-station.
There they returned their pas-
sports, without noting the per-
sonal dates. The squatters
were told to come round in
the next days for the keys to
carry away the rest of the

stuff.

The behaviour of
the police is irrational. On the
one hand they collected not
the all passports. Some of the

squatters could leave without
getting touched. In fact the
police lost the overview. The
walk of the finnish people to
the police station was nonsen-
se, considering the fact that
they didn't take the personal
data. Why didn't they show
any interest in the illegal con-
nected electricity? Why did
they evict only the politicized
anarcho-punx and not the
homeless people from the
second floor? Why didn't they
take the personal data of the
squatters? The squatters con-
fronted the police with the
idea, that they take bribes
from the homeless people.
Both the police and the home-
less rejected this in presence
of each other. We will see if
the policemen will, as they
told us, evict the homeless 1n
the next days, or if they won't
touch them.

We come back ...
we squat again ...
we don't give up

LE

FIRST ANARCHIST

SQUAT IN MACEDONIA

Ciflik Voska exists.
Five days past since we squatted
a house in Skopje. The intention
was to squat another building,
which looked abandoned, but was
inside a complex of other functio-
nal buildings. It was big enough
for concerts and working and
living place as well. The day
when we went to squat it we con-
fronted some workers from the
other buildings and we were told
to speak with the director of that
place. As we were going back, we
agreed to go to one house that we
spotted some time before. On our
way somebody saw this new
small beautiful house, hidden and
away from the road. It was aban-
doned. The bills stop coming in
2001 and neighbours confirmed
that nobody lives there. We broke
in. It is a nice small two-floor
house with a backyard. The

second floor did not need big
changes, we found beds, tables,
old gramophone and some old
music. We moved in the same
night. The first floor is full with
garbage and many stuff that we
can use in future, there 1s a small
garage also.

These days we plan to
investigate a little bit more on the
house history and in a month or
two start the plans. Which are,
second floor a living place, first
floor working place for infoshop-
library, bike workshop, small kit-
chen, printing and so on.

The name Voska,
which means lice coincidents
with the lice invasion in our
group in the moment. So if you
are in Skopje and if we are still
there, you are welcomed to visit
us. (adress going to be publis-

hed).

NEW INDEPENDENT

LOCATIONS IN LITHUANIA

Though famous "Kablys" locals SC, Madame Germen from
squat in Vilnius experienced the poli- Spain and Remains of the Day from
ce raid and was visited by the owners USA played. The place is run by the
of the building, Soviet style house is same crew as before and is a part of a
still handled by local activists (for big art centre "Menu Spaustuve”. It is
about 3 years already). It seems that  going to be half-legal (as public orga-
promised renovation of the building nisation) and open space for various
stuck somewhere. At the moment diy activities, mainly gigs.
there are 4-5 people living there. Also Other collective 1s going to
some bands (SC, Frekenbok, Toro open a DIY Centre as well. Welcome
Bravo, dr.Green) rehearse. news, that local activists from smal-

Legendary "Green" club ler towns are joining Lithuanian
which was recently closed is back too  underground network. Mostly it's
I New "Green" club was opened in  connected with booking gigs, but it's
November. More than 300 crowd a good environment to send/receive
gathered to celebrate this event, various information .

THE CAMPAIGN OF SUPPORT
FOR A SELF-ORGANISED
CENTER FOR HOMELESS

IN TORUN - POLAND

People from Anarchist Federation FA-Torun are pariticipating in a
campaign of support for a self-organised center for homeless in Torun, which
was squatted by the homeless and furnished with the help of neighbours. The
local government not only didn't help the center (which of course could only
be expected) but tried to evict the center using pretexts such as "fire hazard"
or an "alcohol problem" which in fact do not exist. The solution proposed by
the governent is the eviction of the centre and giving control over the home-
less to a NGO called "Mar-Kot", which runs prison-style centers for homeless,
where the homeless families are separated and put in humiliating situations.
The "Mar-Kot" has made attempts to sabotage the self-organised homeless
center in a bid for sponsor money for their activity. The homeless have refu-
sed and started a campaign of resistance with the support of local activists. For
the moment the center has avoided eviction.

khhkhkhkhkhkhkhhkhkhkhhkhkdhhdddrdhhhhhdk

A year ago group of homeless people squatted abandonned PKP
(Polish State Railways) building. Altough they were there illegally local
goverment and newspaper had positive attitude. Inhabitants of the squat had
renovated th building, had tried to find a job. We (FA-Torun) contacted with
them in February during our Food Not Bombs action. Atfer a while they star-
ted making by themselves free food on Sundays without any official donation.
In August 2003 first serious troubles appeared. Local goverment and PKP
gave Mar-kot Associatiqn rights to the place and buildings. Association built
its centre in the second building and asked Guliwers to move there. They were
against new rules in new centre and against director of it. Local newspapers
had changed their attitude to the squatters in 180° - squatters were from now
“alcoholics who can't get out of homeless”. We contacted with them again in
September. With help (writing aricles, sen-
ding protests, being with Guliwer's people)
of local activists, FA-Torun and local
Indymedia group, squatters will not be
removed from their building till spring. In
the future the building is to be destroyed
and people had to move into new centre of
a different rules. There are 26 people -
families with children and probably most
of them would not like to live in the new
centre. If you want to read more about this
case go to polish indymedia site:

pl.indymedia.org
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Historical conditions mism, is the only choice we have  support fights for
are luckily showing that primiti- if we really intend to win it. particularistic
vist ideas about what 1s "relic of A short note which is issues, and are

the past" (very funny, if it was
relic of the past we should see the
primitive bunch supporting it -
after all they are the ones who

not directly linked to the question:
[ wouldn't, in any way, link primi-
tive freaks to anarchism. As we
all know, anarchism means strug-

constantly poin-
ting out to the fact
that any of those
particular libera-

Interview

would like to live in the past) are  gle for freedom for everybody. tions (women
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o A - ’ . . . . .
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to the libertarian activities for 8 anarchists [E 2 serbian ana the unemployed is of them, we become aware of wing of the alternatives to the too much, some would say, and I  the basic problem, which is perpe- S oveiv fpe?l:h t A .
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Belgrade area - ""Belgrade liber- ing that fu killing us, itself and the planetuge vﬂlk;h is not presenting strategy between workers and the bour- ki o o S
: % . | sre fa : n 2 g tha average ture progress. Statutes of our pisca groups of workers interested in
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a loose network of libertarian some pro- ’ - whiél o a 3ually our founding congress, showed it democracy, implemented b““"""’*g §. food, water, education those fights to be fought by our ‘:1 dos Ef tl;e structureothat g
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