JCATE

M A0 g g

-HHI'I “'lill-‘_i'!::'-, 1

LIRS
W%E‘ o EE
e 5 _E\_- ';-;-i
e ”tj:*ff@?

il ;I
I" ‘_"'r:l j

ANALYSE - RESIST - CREATE y el f J & onn aA

e ol
e - | <~



editorial Abolishing the Borders from Below

There is a justifiable need to abolish the borders between nations, societies, cultures and whatever else sepa-
rates and defines us. In order that this process does not lead to the formation of new borders or other types of
segregation, like those established by elitist institutions such as the EU, NATO or UN, it has to be done from
below, by the people. There is an enduring need to immediately abolish all states, governments and authoritarian
institutions so that communities based on common values such as freedom, respect, cooperation and solidarity
can be formed. These communities in turn can lead to the transformation of the world order into one based on the
above mentioned values. In order to push that process forward with support for the development of the anarchist
movement over the borders we have created ...

AN ANARCHIST COURIBR FROM EASTERN BUROPB

There are many reasons why it is necessary to put out this type of publication on a regular basis. There are a
large number of anarchist groups in EE which could operate much more effectively with a continual exchange of
ideas, tactics, experiences and materials with similarly minded groups from all over Europe and the World. It is
clear that many western activists are also interested in the ideas and actions of the "eastern anarchists™. We belie-
ve it to be necessary to tighten the cooperation between east and west in resisting Fortress Europe, the globali-
zation of the world economy, and above all capitalism and it's effects on our life. A mutual exchange of inspira-
tions, motivations, and cooperation from anarchist communities all over Europe is needed on a day to day basis
not only in times of international protests like the ones in Prague, Gothenburg and Genoa. The intent of this paper
is to set up a better network of communication between groups and individuals from different parts of this conti-
nent. It is also a platform for regular presentation and exchange for various anarchist groups from EE itself, as
well as helping to strengthen contacts between them and will hopefully lead to mutual inspiration. It also gives an
opportunity for effectively organizing common campaigns and struggles. The process of creating an editorial team
for AbolishingBB was a great step toward this so we appeal to everyone to make the most of the information here
as effectively as possible. Finally this paper can be seen also as a mirror of our movement so every positive deve-
lopment in EE is coming back to us in form of motivation for further work on this magazine ...

An Anarchist Courier

“AbolishingBB” is a bi-monthly magazine
with information on different political and

These are: “alterEE” EE-anarchists internet
discussion list, “Warhead” - internet info ser-
vice of (@-activities in Poland, ABC info bul-
letins, “Avtonom” russian magazine of

Autonomous Action Network, various EE-
IMC's & others.

cultural processes and activities in Eastern
Europe seen, commented on and analysi-
sed from an anarchist perspective.

Editorial Team &

Co-operation

Abolishing Collective

ABB is an international collective of If you operate in Eastern Europe you can

Distribution

"Finances

Other Sources of Info

migrant anarchist activists living in Berlin.
The collective was formed in Autumn 2001
by a group of east-european migrant acti-
vists and was later joined by other migrant
activists from other parts of the world. As
well as this publication the collective also
organizes a radio-show, a libertarian libra-
ty, various solidarity actions, informative
meetings and cultural events. We also coo-
perate with other anarchist groups, projects
and campaigns (mostly in EE but not only)
and support local and global struggles
against all kinds of oppression and for a
free-society.

Correspondents

Our work would not be possible without
the great contributions of our corespon-
dents from around EE. The work is based on
a relativly stable network of corespondents
from different regions of EE which are cove-
ring the most current, important and intere-

sting issues. All people involved in
AbolishingBB work on no-profit bases.

' Anarchist Courier from Eastern Europe

Corespondents: Dima (Lwow - Ukraine),
Orest (Pristina - Kosovo); Pavel (Prague - CS),
Krivash (Bratislava - Slovakia), Marija (Skopje
- Macedonia), Saszka (Grodno - Belarus),
Nastya (Minsk - Belarus), Aleksei, Vlad and
Utke (Moscow - Russia), Tuuli & Slon
(Petersburg - Russia), Domas (Vilnius -
Lithuania), Ivo (Ryga - Latvia), Maja (Ljubljana
- Slovenia), Jelena-Suncana (Zagreb - Croatia),
Tavi (Timisoara - Romania), M. (Ankara -
Turkey), Laura, Zaczek, Michu (Warszawa,
Torun - Poland), Barbara (Belgrad - Serbia),
Lajos (Budapest - Hungary).

Publishing, editing, text treatment, translation,
photos & graphics treatment, layout, cover concept,
english-proof, distribution to the local distributors,
website design ... : ABB Collective

Print: DreiGroschenDruck & ABB +
YellowKid

send to us info about protests, manifestations
and other actions going on in your region ...
you can present activities of groups, collecti-
ves and projects working in your neighbour-
hood ... you can inform us about up-comming
political and cultural events ... you can present
statements of your group on local or global
issues, you can express your ideas, opinions or
criticism ... everything from anarchist per-
spective. You can join our redaction collective
as a corespondent sending regular reports
covering different forms of activities in your
region.

If you operate in other parts of the world
you can help with distribution. You can spre-
ad information about this publication or just
make the most of the information here as
effectivly as possible.

Deadline for next issue: 15.07.2005

ADbolishing the Borders from Below

editorial

We are looking for people/collectives ready
to distribute this publication on a regular
basis in their regions (especialy in southern
Europe). Previous issues are as well availa-
ble - contact the distribution team.

EAST EUR OPEAN
MAYDAY REPORTS

Free Copies / Print-Run

Free copies go to all info-shops and libertarian
librarys in Eastern Europe (which get in touch
with us) as well as to our corespondents who
supply a postal adresses. At the moment we
print by ourselves 1500 copies of each issue,
and there are some local groups which make
more copies by themselves after our agreement
on that.

KOSOVO - TIME TO SHAKE
NATIONALIST BELIEFS

TO THE GROUND
INTERVIEW AND REPORT

pages 13-15

Unfortunately until now we were not able to
cover our costs only through selling the new-
spaper so we would appreciate, if possible,
benefits from outside.

POPULAR LESSONS OF
DESTABILISATION FROM
KYRGYZYSTAN

Bad enGlisH Reputation

As you probably noticed THE ENGLISH
which is used in this newspaper is very far
from its gramatical and stylistic ideals. It is
mostly because this is ENGLISH in which
most of our corespondents, big part of our
readers and most of us (as the editors) are
communicating. So obviously we choose to
use ENGLISH which is understandable for
ourslves. Secondly, we decided to be rather
“BAD ENGLISH REPUTATION” newspa-
per as to rise a level of language and this way
eliminate probably 30-60% of our regular rea-
ders, especialy in south and eastern Europe.

"BEYOND THE CARPATHIANS,
THE NIGHTMARE BEGINS"

PROGRESS REPORT FROM HUNGARY

AbolishingBB Online

www.abb.hardcore.lt

POLISH WORKERS
ORGANISING

REPORTS FROM RECENT MEETINGS

POPE GOES
UNDERGROUND!

THE POPE POPS OFF WITH A POP

This website is from one side a source of infor-
mation about our collective but basicly - an
archieve of all texts which appeared in our new-
spaper in the past. Check it out (some chapters
are still under construction).

Not 100%

We do not necessarily agree 100% with all opi-
nions expressed in the journal, however, but all
here we found as worth to be printed (for various
reasons) !!!

Front Cover

MONETARIZATION OF FREE

SOCIAL BENEFITS IN RUSSIA

The front cover slogan created heated debate
within the collective due to different perspec-
tives and perceptions of the concepts and
realities of "work" itself. We'd be interested
in hearing the results of your discussions.

STORM OF PROTESTS ACROSS
THE COUNTRY

Anarchist Courier from Eastern Europe
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EDITORIAL: WHAT HAS TO DIE - DIES!

If some of you have already put the funeral
cross on AbolishingBB after not seeing the
new issue for about 6 months, you must alrea-
dy have realized - you were wrong. Actually,
it was the Pope, the Ukrainian regime and
some other East-European oppressive creatu-
res which have died during the last months,
but not our modest anarchist project. Just anot-
her proof against all this boring authoritarian
propaganda (from the right as well as from the
left) consciously reproducing the wrong pictu-
re of anarchists as basically “5 minutes war-
ning” (read: radical but short-term) and tied in
with the past by nostalgia, post-romantically
circles. Well, what has to die - dies, we rather
improve our micro-world and go on and the
same we wish and expect to happen on the
global scale. It's because we see the anarchist
movement as a systematically improving net-
work of social arrangement with both contem-
porary and future focuses, based strongly on
today's reality and that's why we believe stron-
ger everyday that anarchist-concept(s) are the
one(s) most worthy of our support and perso-
nal engagement. In these terms, welcome to
the, first after the “reconstruction” and #19 in
general, June 2005 edition of Abolishing the
Borders from Below magazine. We are
coming back on a regular basis, with the re-
consolidated networks of correspondents and
distributors, it means you should be able to see
this publication from now on, again 6 times
per year.

Most of you might be curious about the
mysterious “reconstruction”. Just giving brie-
fly an overview: at the end of 2004 we found
ourselves in deep and multi-causal crises
which made impossible the continuation. The
massive financial, personal and principal pro-
blems had to be solved. So we took a collecti-
ve decision to give us about 6 months break
for the reconstruction of the project. What
exactly the problems were, how did we reach
this crises and how fantastically we managed
to get out of it - all of that you can read in the
special for that occasion prepared text: “Just
exactly which beach has the ABB crew been
sitting on for the last 6 months?...” (to be
found in this issue - see page 6). For the full
ABB-story and other info you can check as
well our website: www.abb.hardcore. It

One of the significant innovations within
our project in the last months is the joining of
new (emigrant) comrades of not necessarily
EE-backgrounds (even very much not at
all!!!). This interesting extension of the collec-
tive leads at first to three qualitative improve-
ments within ABB: the enrichment of the
spectrum of experiences and perspectives wit-
hin the group; the collective stopped descri-
bing itself as the specifically EE-emigrant-
anarchists group (however the “barbarians”
are still strongly present, so a change towards
the focus of the newspaper is not expected so
far); and last but not least - our lingual capaci-

ties improved radically... (except for when the

english proofing is done at weird hours of the
morning on not enough sleep). It does not
mean that we are not going to keep on proud-
ly the “bad English reputation” line ... you has
forrget please dis ...! In fact not the language-
beauty but the idea, and finally, not even the
idea itself, but the support for its effective
introduction into real life 1s what we in fact
find exciting within the ABB-project.

Of course 6 months 1s a long time especi-
ally for a so called “courier” and even especi-
ally for an “anarchist courier from Eastern
Europe” because the social frictions/struggles
and the EE-anarchists commitment to it, could
make it worth while to put out such a newspa-
per on a weekly basis. Finally, because of this
specific delay, this issue consists of very cur-
rent reports on the one side, and of many retro-
spection materials put in brief form, on the
other side.

The problems of precarious new work
conditions and various aspects of resistance
connected with these problematic issues, takes
some place in this issue of ABB and certainly
will take up much more in the future ones.
Certainly 1t 1s not specifically just an Eastern
European issue, but one which is specifically
difficult to move forward towards the EE rea-
lity. We have faced this dilemma again during
our regular discussion about the concept of the
front-cover. There 1s facing on the one side the
existing contradiction between the precarious-
ness and degradation of work conditions, and
its equivalent (payment) which hit the EE peo-
ple so hard today, and on the other side - the
common demand for work, in many cases
exactly the same work which degraded people.
This contradiction takes the shape of a painful
paradox which can not hold for much longer.
That 1s why we placed the symbolical watch
on our cover. This watch should symbolise the
more-dimensional social conflicts which alre-
ady exist and which are awaited to escalate
sooner or later. Once the conflict within the
consciousness of the self-respect of a huge
number of eastern Europeans, which are rai-
sing nowadays too many demands against
themselves (for more 'slave labour', for the
further enlargement of the EU-politics influen-
ce-sphere, for building the “orange democra-
cies”, etc). The second conflict, to expect as a
possible result of the enlightenment above, is
the confrontational and dichotomised conflict
between all these disillusioned people and all
possible kinds of forces of the capitalistic
nomenclature. The watch is ticking louder and
louder, the questions are: where and when will
it reach momentum and how the disillusioned
others will react? The already existing East
European anarchist / grassroots social structu-
res, at least in some regions of EE (see some

reports from Poland, Russia, Serbia, Romania

or Slovenia in this or past issues of ABB),
seem to be in many cases very welcomed by
the still weak organized protest communities,
desperately looking for the alternative solu-

Anarchist Courier from Eastern Erope

WE RATHER IMPROVE OUR MICRO-WORLD AND GO ON, THE
SAME AS WE EXPECT TO HAPPEN ON THE GLOBAL SCALE

tions and for elementary support during their
protests. However in many- cases the anar-
chists are not able with their limited capacities
to support or even to take an on-time statement
on all important and so massively appearing
social frictions. The current example is falling
on the heads of completely uninformed people
(among them the anarchists) - EU-constitution
decision-process. Yet, the statements, actions
and campaigns of EE-anarchists towards this
next stadium of the concrete-isation and the
capitalisation of Fortress Europe are to be
awaited. Here, the west european anarchist
initiatives which are already involved in resi-
sting this process are asked to contact the
appropriate groups in the EE in order to con-
solidate and exchange knowledge, experience
and capacities.

Finally, we would like to give our full tri-
bute to all those persons and collectives which
helped us to get out from our debt-gap. The
gap was so deep that the printing of the next
issues seemed to us to be almost a science-fic-
tion story. Here our respect goes in the first
line to such groups like: GipfelSturm from
Berlin, Noborder from Wien, anarchists from
Brighton, Fusion-festival benefit-group from
Leipzig, Cafe Morgenrot from Berlin ... and
all those distributors of ABB which against
their own financial complications managed to
pay us back the money for the magazines.

In solidarity with all those resisting capita-
lism, nationalism and authoritarian people, in
solidarity with anarchists around the globe...

ABOLISHING THE BORDERS
FROM BELOW COLLECTIVE

.........

editorial
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ALL YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT OUR DISTRIBUTION

AUSTRALIA - THE PREVIOUS ISSUES v g

outetheos@yahoo.comaul] ARE STILL AVAILABLE DIRECTLY FROM Pink‘l’;‘;t‘;mém
AUSTRIA OUR GROUND-ZERO-OFFICE IN BERLIN Timisoara

Inﬁ;;;?ie?nlga I\’;: et:;ach issue # 13 - December 2003;: Growing resistance against McDonalds and big LL%S':FI—Q—A |

business (collection of texts from Russia, Poland, Macedonia, Serbia, Lithuania and
Romania); short infos from around EE; Uzbekistan and Western Capitalist interests

BELARUS

poste Restante 850 07

dragga@.??ScreW.org (part 1); Squatting activities (reports from Petersburg, Skopje, Lithuania and Bratislava 57
w s Torun/Poland); Interview with Ratibor T. Trinuvac from serbian ASI; Summary of SLOVENIA
BELGIUM XVII General Assembly of polish Anarchist Federation; presentation of various anarchist ] Tine: frece@volja.net
Anarchistische Infotheek publications; reports on fascist activities in Romania, Poland and Lithuania; “Its all the Ljubljana
Annonciadenstraat 16 |} o, e shit” elections in Croatia; workers struggle in Poland, Ukraine and Russia; and | SOUTH AFRICA
2000 Gent much much more !!! Zabalaza Books;
______BULGARIA issue # 14 - February 2004: The Alternative Economic Forum, Warsaw Poland Postnet Suite 116

Private Bag X42;

Anarho Sprotiva April 28-30 2004 (presentation of alternative Summit intentions and topics); Building a cri-

Collective tique of the new European Economics; Terrorism: the bogyman of XXI century Braagn{;)ﬁein 2017
CROATIA (public announcment); Peoples Global Action (3rd European Conference and historical SQ—LDi%O
BRI i g perspectives in Europe); Reports from squatting activities; Repressions (Process against PO. Box 24 223
_suncanfema@yahoo.com Krasnodar anarchist; International solidarity needed for Romanian anarchists; When civil OéOéO ARSI
EwgreD cops are calling - work of secret services); RAZAM! (interview with Belarusian group); winanar@wp.pl
DANMARK Countercultur pages (The case f Nieznalska); Workers Working on their own instead of m
Maximum O.D. d.iy. dismissals (tragic situation of Silesia region in Poland); Campaign against The US Military bokhandeln.info@gmx.net
kvalme@ofir.dk Base in Poland; CAUCASUS BLOCK: Uzbekistan and Western capitalist interests (part |~ quwyrper R AND
Kopenhagen 2); Who needs to take Geaorgia under control (article); Neighter war, either peace:

cafe_kabul@immerda.ch

ENGLAND

Caucasus (Georgia, Armania, Azerbeijan); A call for an International Day of Action against

jon@activedistribution.otg War in Chechnya; Columns by Corespondents (Poland, Czechia, Slovakia, Russia); and E.R_Kﬂ'

' London more ! | abcankara@yahoo.com
ex-SOVIET UNION ug;;g_&_l_L—_AngZQOA_. And what happend to the dogs (editorial article); EEF | Ankara
W coming to Warsaw (various. a.r.ticles and inte.rview \'with ?ctivis.t frt?rn Warsav-v); d]fﬂ?- USA

FINLAND I'(?I’lt info about IT]OBOfder acnv-{ues; “-Vote Pufm or Die” . interview iwth R:‘Jsm@ acti- gluhoeffer@graffiti.net
438, S T L R vist after presidential elections in Russia; International Conference “Media and
p-mikkila@luukku.com Xenophobia”; “Social explosion in Eastern Slovakia”; (suc)cultural pages; Anarchist ) X
FRANCE Black Cross reports from Russia and Poland; Anti-NATO activities in Hungary and Distributors
wawan@no-log.org Turkey; Anti-fascist report from Poland; Various shorter texts about situation in needed!
Lyon Chechnya; Report from Latvia; report from Autonomous Action conference; Columns by R At e
GERMANY our corespondents (this time: Laura and Pavel); and much more stuff ! If you think that you

can help with filling

- X i< 2, . . @ i) . . . : . 3
wielkowitsch@hotmail.com issue # 16 - June 2004: “so the bull-fist is more visible now” editorial article; inter

' i i : : that network up
Berlin view with activists from Serbia before PGA conference in Belgrade; Workers protests ks 4

especialy in Irland,

in Poland; East-European Mayday; NATO-summit in Istanbul (interview); it 1)
GREECE w Spain or Portugal ...
, , Slovakstudents protests; NoBorder activities reposts; (sub)Culture pages; Statement by I SICT Gl SV
Lily Collective | 1 : . ; . o LET US KNOW
Ibleib h ASI concerning outburst of violence in Kosovo; New Romanian Indymaedia;
PO S European Economic Forum in Warsaw - report and sum up; Unnoticed News; Anti-
HOLLAND fascist struggles in Russia; ABC-Moscow reports; Situation in Usbekistan; Columns;
gryczmanl@wp.pl Announcements; Communities in Struggle; Upcoming events and more!
Amsterdam issue # 17 - September 2004: “Where do we get 25 black pyjamas now?” - minutes
M from ABB meeting in Belgrade; Council of Europe Summit - towards a citizens’ criti-
goantik@freemail.hu | que of the EU conference, statement from Warsaw; Interview with anartchist from
- ITALY Bosnia & Herzegovina; NESCAFE boycott in Poland; Zero tolerance reached Slovakia

already; Anarcha-Feminism in Belarus; No Culture Without Subculture - Belarus;
, et Ukrainian Sudents on the streets; Intrview with ANFEMA anarcha-feminist group from
HpeclonpiSisstisficacy Croatia; Report from Ex-Yugoslavian Anarchist Meeting at Zeelenkovac; Radical
North Ecological Protest Campaign in Perm of Russia - chronology of actions; A place
outofcontroll@paranoici.ofg | ,nder the sun - movement against urban densification in Moscow; 190th, Anniversary of
NORE AY Mikhail Bakunin; Personal account from anti-NATO counter-summit in Istanbul,;

kaosborgen@hotmail.com Letters, Columns and more! 2 | | | |
issue # 18 - November 2004: Editorial “No way, you will definitely not find in this

Central & South

Moss |
POLAND issue any indications of where your cars have been seen last time - forget it!”, RE-APPRO-
AR Y AL PRIATION IN EASTERN EUROPE: Articles and interviews towards re-appro-
Oficyna Wydawnicza pration acts and processes in EE part 1.; Report on Putins war-politics; Anarchist
BRACTWA TROJKA

action against state terror in Moscow; Struggle in "Promised Land" of Capitalists;
Presidential elections in Ukraine; Report from Slovakia; "W PASZCZU": Polish anar-
cho-regionalists from Vilno; Interview with Roma activist; ABC Moscow report;
Columns and more!

M. Hojak; os. Czecha 17/8
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On the beach

Abolishing the Borders from Below

JUST EXACTLY WHICH BEACH HAS THE ABB CREW

BEEN SITTING ON FOR THE LAST 6 MONTHS:...

...basically, winter 2004 was for the ABB crew
a really cold one... some of the problems that
were affecting the collective for a long time,
arrived at a “breaking point”... the collective
at that moment found itself drastically reduced
in numbers and facing a kind of existential cri-
sis. Several questions were raised with a
strong impact among the few people left in the
project: how dtd"‘ to

meetings:
Bkt p,,;,.;. Soipants housi to §
3 years of activity, and also - what was felt

a really necessary thmg - to let a good and
healthy self-criticism come out: the people felt

this was really necessary to continue the pro-
ject. §

One of the very first topics appré”l“.:;
was definitely how to get more people

)
.........

....................
'''''''''''

...............

engage themselves on a deeper |
cipation... it looked like that this trlck functlo-
ned, and the number of the collectives mem-
bers doubled itself! With new energy, we

as a constitutive part er
major problems that wer

* a drastic reduction:
tive members;

* a consequent overwork and over-responsibi-
lity for the people left, which lead to a bad and
problematic division of the work;

* a related power dynamic within the collecti-
ve, since some people took more responsibili-
ty for many things and it was seen that this
procedure increased consequently the level of
power between people “who do too much” and
people “who do too little”, this phenomenon,
involving responsibilities from both sides, also
raised the level of stress for some people;

* the consequent, slow disappearance of some
of the anarchist values that were animating the
spirit of collective;

* ...financial problems, of course...

» the problem of male domination within the

collective also arose since at least the last year.

We felt it absolutely necessary to approach'
each of these correlated themes during the
meeting time, which we set up again for every

Anarchist Courier from Eastern Europe

week. Discussions took place, with good self-
criticism but also with a good and positive
look to the future, approaching the different
problems, in a meeting structure where every-
one was invited to express his/her own
points...

Slowly the new ideas started to come out;
a new and more effective organizational struc-

l.'lll'ei”':'

What baswally we felt was really necessa-
ry in our collective, 1s the building, day by day,
of a deep and strong sense of sol1dar1ty and

.Berlm as well as havmg dee];)btalks about'our

engagement as a collective in the ongoing

struggles here and around; the participation in

tion, we are trymg to find out besxdes the
usual soliparties, (which anyway remain one
the most loved ways), how to get some money,
for us and for projects we would like to soli-
darise with, of course In
ways that conform to our
anarchist principles.

:'ﬁltu atl Qﬂaﬁ;ﬁé{} A

of mutual support and anarchist ideas, the

building of libertarian communities, each of

these forms 1s, for us, felt as an absolutely
important contribution to our/your projects
and our/your struggles.

It's for us absolutely necessary also to
mention again, that the existence of our cou-
rier 1S mostly made possible thanks to the great

'*'. .........

issue about possrble problems arlsmg from so
many people from completely different bak-
kgrounds, working together i.e. the specific
BB as the almost excluswely

-----
--------------

refasal .of taking positions of “Ausldndern”
and the role of “Migrants” in the society we

live in, which means for us no more and no

ﬁtlce of what we

.....
........

ALTERNATIVE EAST EUROPEAN CAFE,

INFO. AND MEETING POINT

So, it looks like the
project 1s more than alive
at the moment, the morale
1s high, we try to look for-
ward and stay strong on
our permanent and fluid
process of construction,
and we'd like to say that
we are totally happy that
the importance of this
small project i1s felt, not
just by us, but also by the
people around, here and in
the world, who have
always contributed, now
and in the past (and hope-
fully in the future), to the
life of it: financial sup-
port, discussions, actions,
solidarity, the spreading

THE “AQUARIUM” IN BERLIN

Every Tuesday of the week between 15:00 and 20:00
you can come round to browse our library of books and
journals relating to Eastern Europe, get information
relating to EE or just chill out with a cup of coffee and

discuss the latest news from the barricades with some
good comrades.

Infoshop Aquarium
Kopenicker Str.137

10179 Berlin-Mitte
Germany

If you’re coming from out of town, see http://koepi.squat.net on the
web (under "Lageplan”) for details on how to get there
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The first Anarcho Bookfair (ASK) was held
on 18-20.03.2005 in Zagreb. It was held as a
part of the second Balkanian Anarcho
Bookfair (BASK) that was held last year 1n
Ljubljana. It was conceived as a travelling fair
that would go further after Zagreb, unlike
ASK that will be happening in Zagreb every
spring. The goal of BASK or ASK is the deve-
lopment and representation of anarchistic and
liberitarian ideas on a specific (geographical)
space, through books and other forms of lite-
rature, to strengthen the existing connections
and relationships within the anarchist move-
ment and improve mutual communication on
the local and international level; by that ASK
transcends the local boundaries which gives it
the importance for international cooperation.
The entire organization and the happening
itself with all the following expenses and pre-
parations was based on self-financing, i.e.
benefit concerts organized by the very partici-
pants of the fair. The fair itself was held in the
Nova gallery, the Atrium (crossing of the
Gajeva and Teslina Street), where the informal
opening was held and the booths with books
and other nmaterials were installed.
Representations of books and projects were
held among other things:

FRIDAY:

The presentation of the Café Libertad project
(www.cafe-libertad.de) from Hamburg, that is
through its continuous activity contributing to
the survival of the Zapatist communities, and
directly supports and helps the armed social
fight of the Zapatists, using the principle of
fair-trade. The opening of Nesa's and Andrea's
exhibit (Doomsday Graphics and Shaved
Women) with the presentation of the book

with the same name, with the cooperation of

Louarn Kounnaret Release from France.
(www.doomsdaygraphics.web1000.com)
There should've been a presentation of the new
editions of DataArt+, a publisher from
Cakovec, but it was not realized for unknown
reasons. (www.dataart.hr)

SATURDAY:
Following the program, between 10:00 and
15:00 the fair was supposed to take place in
Preradoviceva street, by the Cvijetni square,
and later it was supposed to be moved to
Frankopanska street, in the Green Action
space. (16:00-21:00). Of course, for the first
part of it, which was supposed to be held in the
open, the city did not give its permission,
despite full filed demands which included
the list of displayed literature

(which is censorship), and the permissions
asked in advance. Apparently, for the City
authorities, the happening sounded too unfit
and radical, and they feared that the people of
the state metropolis would get in touch with
different ideas and attitudes, which would be
too dangerous for one “free and democratic
Republic of Croatia” still polluted by klero-
fascistic and nationalistic ideals. In the end we
finished the Saturday's program in the Green
Action hall, where a debate called New
Strategies of Anti-capitalistic Movement, com-
prised of two parts, was held. The first part
included the presentation of concrete projects
of certain collectives and their way of work
and activity, while the the second part was
supposed to be an open debate involving a
discussion of the presented projects, new stra-
tegies and changes, and other things suggested
by the participants. The discussion started
with the presentation of Hacklabs, followed
by Anarchosyndicalists from the region (ex-
YU): AS C-Anarchosyndicalistic
Confederation  (from = Zadar), ASI-
Anarchosyndicalistic Iniciative (from Serbia);
SiSD (Slovenia), who prolonged their presen-
tation and so used up a lot of time for open
debate. LETS (Local Exchange Trading
System) that followed presented it's free-

trade as an alternative to capitalism (without

the presence money, but not without the pre-

sence of value), they have replaced the money

for value points and so continued to function
within the existing structures of neo-
liberal capitalism.

Anarcho-Bookfair

ANARHISTICKI SAJAM KNJIGA (ASK)

/ ANARCHO BOOKFAIR
BALKANSKI ANARHISTICKI SAJAM KNJIGA (BASK)
/ BALKANIAN ANARCHO BOOKFAIR

SUNDAY:

As the fair approached its end, the little remai-
ning time we had was used for more construc-
tive socialization, exchange of experiences
and personal impressions of the entire event.
In the end the meeting for Noborder (which i1s
planned this summer in Istria - but it's still not
decided when) was also held. The whole event
finished with a party. (...) During the
Bookfair, all the participants had secured
accommodation (squat, flats, and in the houses
of locals) and food (warm meals, juices,
cocoa, and coffee Zapatista-coffee too-,
tea...) which was distributed in a room func-
tioning as living room. In spite of all the cir-
cumstances the fest went well and better than
we had expected, without incidents (that some
were anticipating).

Information/Contact:
www.ask-zagreb.org

Anarchist Courier from Eastern Europe

L



http://koepi.squat.net
http://www.ask-zagreb.org
http://www.cafe-libertad.de
http://www.doomsdaygraphics.webl000.com
http://www.dataart.hr

Unnoticed News

Abolishing the Borders from Below

UNNOTICED NEWS

POLAND

POLAND CHOSEN TO HOST
EU BORDERS AGENCY
WARSAW, April 16. Poland won
its bid to have the European
Union's Border Control Agency
based on its soil, becoming the
first of the EU's 10 new mainly
eastern European states to host
an EU body. EU justice and inte-
rior ministers backed Poland
over Hungary, Malta, Estonia

and Slovenia who had also

wanted to become home to the
agency that will monitor how EU
states patrol the bloc's external
borders and help train border
police. Poland has a 1,200-km
(745-mile) border with Russia,
Belarus and Ukraine. The bud-
get for the agency this year is
some 6 million euros in start-up
costs and it will have a budget
of 30 million euros in 2009. The
agency is scheduled to be up
and running on May 1.

GOOD NEWS FROM POLISH
SILESIA-REGION: REGIONAL
ANARCHIST FEDERATION
FORMED
SOSNOWIEC. On April 9, 2005,
in the M9 squat in Sosnowiec,
there was a regional gathering
of anarchists from Silesia.
People from cities of
Tarnowskie Gory (ZZ |P),
Katowice, Jaworzno, Ruda
Slaska, Rybnik, Wroclaw, Opole
(FA), Kedzierzyn-Kozle (FA),
Tychy, Bytom/Cieszyn,
Sosnowiec (Apologia, squat
M9) and special guests from FA
Czestochowa were present.
There were anarchists of diffe-
rent sorts there, from anarcho-
iIndividualists to mutualists, from
anarcho-syndicalists to anar-
cho-communists. Despite these
ideological differences, they
were able to reach some gene-
ral consensus. They decided to
form an Anarchist Federation of
Silesia, adopted a manifesto
and decided to join the
Anarchist Federation (county

wide).

One of the main problems
they have I1s communication
over such a wide area so they
decided to start a mailing list, a
web page and maybe will start a
bulletin. They will hold meetings
and conferences in different
cities in Silesia. They decided
that they wouldn't be working
with authoritarian groups whet-
her left or right. They also deci-
ded to take part in May Day acti-
vities in Czestochowa and the
protests against the Council of

Europe Summit in Warsaw.

POLAND IS NUMBER-1 IN
THE EU- ON THE UNEM-
PLOYMENT RANKING
In Poland there i1s no work for
19.5% Polish workers (3 094
900 people). This official num-
ber of course does not include
many thousands of immigrants
living in Poland which apart
from a lack of work, have usual-
ly even deeper existential pro-
blems. But even with its "natio-
nal numbers" Poland is beating
the infamous record of unem-
ployment in the whole European
Union. In January 2005 over 95
thousands workers lost their
jobs. In some regions (e.g. In
north-east, Silesia) unemploy-

ment is reaching above 30%.

POLISH NURSES WEARING
BLACK T-SHIRTS
Nurses' hold a protest in their
hospital In Kostrzyn (west
Poland) by wearing black T-
shirts.The reason for the action
was that the hospitals were
behind with payments. Law is
binding in Poland recently that
the debt collectors are able to
take money allocated for pay-
ments. The hospital is in debt in
Kostrzyn for over 40 million zlo-
tys. In certain areas payments
are taking three months.
Hospital authorities secured the
payment for workers of 849 zlo-
tys each (1 euro = 4 zloty).
However these salaries aren't
covering all arrears for these
three months. The Workers'
Initiative from Poznan suppor-
ted workers protesting In
Kostrzyn. In other hospitals In
Poland members of trade

unions take up a hunger strike

In protest against the work of
debt collectors and against the
privatisation of health service.

POLICE REPRESSION
AROUND THE COUNTRY
Winter 2004/2005 was again
the season of systematic police
repression against the anar-
chist, counter-cultural and
human rights activists In
Poland: In December 2004,
police attacked a music con-
cert at the ElektroMadonna
squat in Czestochowa without
showing a warrant, illegally
searched the building without
Independent withnesses present,
detained 15, and filed minor
drug charges. The motive for
the attack is hypothesised to be
anti-war organising at the squat.
On 26 January 2005, police in
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Krakow violently attacked pea-
ceful protestors opposing war
criminal Putin's presence at
the 60th anniversary of the
freeing of Auschwitz-
Birkenau, and detained about
28-35. Police suggested they
would charge people for insul-
ting a head of state (Article 136
in criminal law), but as of
29.01.2005, only one person
remained accused of this; other
charges such as assaulting a
police officer remain. On 28
January 2005, another attack
occurred when police attacked
the Fabryka squat in Warsaw.
They refused to show a warrant
or to provide their identity num-
bers, and they beat up a 5-
month pregnant activist. Videos
of the Krakow attack and audio
files of the Warsaw attack are
being widely distributed, calls
for the resignation of the police
minister Ryszard Kalisz were
being made.

ENOUGH OF THE CAPITALI-
STIC DREAM?
Last year a survey (by PEN-
TOR) said that 43% of society
speaks positively and 34%
negatively about the times of
PRL ("socialist" Poland). The
positive voices seem to be
based on lack of unemploy-
ment, better house access,
regular holiday possibilities and
more order in the PRL. The
same source mentioned that the
reality is the main reason for
such opinions of people: 60% of
the population lives on the edge
of poverty and 30% under the
so called biological minimum;
10,5 min. Of people have no
work, each third person is under
28 years old; 3 min of young
people have no flats. For that

- reason people see in PRL-past,

at first as the time of social
security. “This i1s not nostalgia
for the old system but for life

stability and safe work-place”

comments authors of the sur-
vey. "Nowadays people have
just enough of everything, even
young people have already lost
their illusions”. But the authors
of the survey are stressing as
well that more young polish
people start to look for the new
solutions, while those inspira-
tions are being sought on the
global scale.

ROMANIA

THE STATE HAS FAILED
AGAIN!

SIBIU. A Romanian thief caught
stealing a week after he was
released from jail is demanding
£200,000 compensation. Danut
Mester, 38, from Sibiu, says it is
the state's fault he is back inside
because they failed to rehabili-
tate him. He served 13 years for
theft but was back inside just a
week after he was released,
and has now launched a civil
claim for damages. Mester
claims the robbery he carried
out could have been avoided if
more effort had been spent on
rehabilitation. Mester said: "l am
just a victim of the system. |
committed anti-social crimes
after | was released because
the Romanian authorities never
helped reintegrate me Into
society." There is a law obliging
local authorities to provide soci-
al assistance to released priso-
ners, and to help them reinte-
grate into society.”

35,000 POSTAL WORKERS
BEGIN 10-DAY STRIKE IN
ROMANIA
BUCHAREST;, Some 35,000
postal workers on Monday
began a 10-day strike In
Romania to demand higher
salaries, paralyzing mail delive-
ry and payments of pensions
and child benefits. "We apologi-
ze to everyone but please
understand that this action is
unavoidable,” Mariana
Kniesner, a senior union leader
at the National Trade Union
Bloc told Realitatea TV. "The
whole Romanian Postal Service
IS on strike." Postal workers,
who earn an average monthly
salary of 6.3 million lei (US$225;
175 euro), are demanding a pay
rise of 16 percent. Managers
say that they cannot afford the
raise and point to the fact that
spending at the post office is
monitored by a Romanian
government agreement with the
International Monetary Fund.
"We want to resolve this conflict
but the salary demands are
iImpossible to meet," said Prime
Minister Calin Popescu
Tariceanu. He said postal wor-
kers would receive a 4 percent
pay rise this year. Shortly before
the strike began, managers
offered employees a 3 percent
raise, which the trade union
refused. Managers said they
would try to get the strike decla-
red illegal in court. (...) The 10-
day strike was supposed to halt
all mail delivery, money trans-
fers and payments of govern-
ment pensions, disability and
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child benefits handled by Romania's post
offices, Bratianu said. Union leaders
argue that the Romania Postal Service is
profitable, and that their demands would
cost an extra US$8 million (euro 5.9 mil-
lion) this year. (from AP)

ANARCHISTS IN CRAIOVA PAPERED
WHOLE CITY WITH THEIR ANTI-
ELECTION POSTERS
In Craiova local anarchists have pasted
anarchist/anti-election posters on 80%
(more or less) of the election publicity
boards. One text on the posters was say-
INg: "By voting you don't choose a better
life for you, but luxury for them. Don't
vote! Don't condemn yourself! They lie to
you, they rob you, they exploit you, they
steal your work, they shut your mouth
when you have something to say and
they brake your bones when you protest.
Self-organisation! The only way to free-
dom is anarchy!" - while the second text
was saying: "They lie to you, they mock
you, they live in luxury on your work while
you have no money to pay your rent or
buy food. You can choose to support
them, vote for them, even more you can
lick their ass and you can dream to beco-
me as big a bastard as they are. Don't
vote! Don't condemn yourself to a life of
hunger and desperation. The solution is
anarchy: workers self-organisation

without state or bosses!”

Also in Bacau and Bucharest were
pasted posters and stickers against the
elections. In Bacau, two persons who
were caught putting stickers were given
fines and police accused them of terro-
rism and sent them to court. Judge found
the accusations to be not real, rather
absurd, but still it is the first time that this
actually happens in Romania. | think peo-
ple in BUM would be happy to hear some
solidarity messages, or advice, as the
situation i1s difficult for them at the
moment.

RUSSIA

MARIHUANA, POLICE, PROTEST-
REALITY AND UPCOMING G8-
MEETING IN MOSCOW
Moscow. People who took part in the
March say that it up to 300 people had
tried to gather there. Anarchists decided
to organise support for this important
event. Hundreds and thousands of peo-
ple are jailed in Russia for very ridiculous
‘crimes”, with many of them framed.
When the internal migration regime is
finally getting more liberal, drug sales and
racketeering on drug dealers is becoming
a more and more important source of
iIncome for the police force. If legalizing
grass would not lead to the collapse of
the police force once and for all, at least it
would be a very serious blow to their
finances. Unfortunately, the march was
banned and organisers did not come out
with an alternative plan. Eventually an
alternative plan was made mostly by
anarchists during last 24 hours prior to
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the protests. It was about leafleting peo-
ple which gathered at the banned mee-
ting-point in order to get them to an alter-
native convergence point, not surrounded
by police cordons. Eventually, around 3
PM (protest was to start 5 PM) most of
the original organisers were already high
enough to not beable to plan anything.
The anarchist "leafletters” got snitched
pretty quickly by OMON forces! So even-
tually only perhaps 15 anarchists and 15
pot smokers made it to an alternative
place, so it was hopeless to go marching,
especially when, due to serious tactical
mistakes, loudspeaker guy got snitched
as well and our only banner got lost. The
anarchists thought about doing the usual
small anarchist march, but finally they
considered the idea too risky. The same
march was banned last year as well,
when 200 people gathered and more than
60 people got arrested. This year the
authorities have not been able to do
much harm to anarchists when banning
demonstrations, since they pretty much
know each other and how to act.
However it became apparent, that mane-
ouvering unknown and inexperienced
people in such a repressive situation is
almost impossible, at least if they are not
really in a mood to go for it.

What we can really do around G8
2006 in Moscow is a good question taking
this into account, since it is pretty obvious
that anything we try to do will be banned.

UKRAINE

AGAINST THE EXPLOITATION OF
THE COASTAL AREA OF ODESSA
On May 17th 2005 a protest by the local
organisation  "Union  of  Ukraine
Anarchists” was carried out in the centre
of Odessa, In "Greece Square”. The
Ukrainian anarchists demonstrated
against the exploitation of the coastal
area of Odessa, in Otranta region, by the
Greek construction company "Mechanic”.
The bitter experience from the exploita-
tion of Odessa's seashores has shown
that despite all the assurances of local
authorities, free entrance in them was
prohibited. Now the same could happen
with the entire region around the beach.
The protest signs were: "Mechanic is the
bridgehead of world oligarchy!",
"Mechanic out from Odessa"”, "Otranta
for the People"”, "Hands off our beaches".
96 people participated in the demo. The
next protests have been scheduled for
May 25th, outside the Odessa Public
Prosecutor Office and on 2nd of June out-
side the Greek embassy. Ukrainian anar-
chists ask for solidarity in their fight, from
the Greek anarchists with protests outsi-

de the Mechanic offices in Greece.

Unnoticed News

“STUDENT PARADE”
THROUGH BRNO

On 1st of May 2005, around 300 neo-nazis from
Narodni Odpor (National Resistance, biggest nazi
group in Czech republic) and their followers mar-
ched through the streets of Brno, the second biggest
town in Czech Rep.

The media informed about this in a weird way,
involving a bunch of disinformation, lies etc. Many
other newspapers claimed that the police built double
between nazis and antifascists "trying to attack" the
march. The group of activists (simply called anarchists
or antifascists, in fact a group of people made up of a
few anarchists, NGO-activists and Green Party mem-
bers), were trying just to show some pickets to the
march, but were unscrupulously crowded out by poli-
ce from street next to the path of march some 500
meters, far to places where there was no chance even
to see some "danger". There, the group was kept by the
City police troops for over an hour in the direct sun, not
allowing anyone to leave or just move to the shade to
prevent getting sunburnt. |

Also marking the protestors as anarchists 1s stron-
gly schematising. The media likes to sustain in readers
and/or listeners the idea of anarchist (mean problema-
tic one, or better an asocial) as anyone standing up
against neo-nazism. Does that mean that the common
citizen does agree with nazis? Comparing to newspa-
per publisher's opinion, he or she has to. Otherwise
they should mar him or her as a rioter, asocial, anar-
chist.

Attitude of city council and other bureaucrats was
also elusing. OK, the truth is that the march was
announced as "student's" and it's arguable whether they
had a right or reason to ban it after they got first (offi-
cial or unofficial) information about the truth. We all
know well the passion of repressive elements in ban-
ning all the "extreme" actions as soon as possible. But
nothing like that happened after first banners of
"Narodni odpor" appeared, though NO 1s signed by
Ministry of Home Affairs literally as neo-nazi one.
Nothing also happened after a speech where they con-
fessed of feeling being national socialist. But police
and council still insist on the march being a "student's
one".

Police also claims, that they managed whole
action well, though they let a 30-man group of nazis
separate from the march and seriously attack and inju-
re three young guys, who were also called anarchists
by the media. They were beaten just in the centre and
the whole incident was seen - and absolutely ignored -
by a group of patrolling policemen.

So for recap, on 1st of May in Brno we could wit-
ness an open propagation of Nazism with active sup-
port 