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There is a Justlﬁable need to abolish

the borders between nanons soc1et1es

and deﬁnes us In order that th1s process-’f_
does not lead to the formation of new

borders or other types of segregation, like
those established by elitist institutions

such as the EU, NATO or UN, it has to be

“done from below, by the people. There is
an enduring need to immediately abolish

all  states, - governments  and

authorltanan 1nst1tutlons - so that_

.such as freedom respect cooperatlon"{;ﬁ'
and sohdarlty can be formed These
- communities in turn can lead to the
transformation of the world order into
one based on the above mentioned
values. In order to push that process?
support for the
development of the anarchist movement |

forward with

over the borders we have created
Abo lishing the Borders from Below.

An Anarchist Journal from

Eastem Europe

There are many reasons why 1t is

necessary to put out this. type of
_pubhcatron on a regular bas1s 3k here are

'EE which could operate much morei

effectively with a continual exchange of

ideas, tactics, experiences and materials

with similarly minded groups from all

over Europe and the World. It is clear .
‘that many western activists are also
interested in the ideas and actions of the. '-
‘eastern anarchists”. We beheve it to be

necessary to tlghten the cooperatron

between east and west 1n resrstrng

world economy, and above all capltahsm
and it's effects on our life. A mutual
exchange of inspirations, rnotlvatlons |

and  cooperation frorn anarchist

communities all over Europe is needed

on a day to day basis not only in times of

international protests like the ones in

Prague, Gothenburg and Genoa The
intent of this paper is to set up a better

network of communlcatlon between__

parts of th1s contment It is also a

platform for regular presentation and
exchange for various anarchist groups
from EE itself, as well as helping to

;strengthen contacts between them andf

‘will hopefully lead to mutual 1nsp1rat10n
It also gives an opportunity for effectively

organizing common campaigns and
struggles The process of creatlng ani

.great step toward this SO we appeal to

everyone to make the most of the
information here as effectlvely as
possible. Finally this paper can be seen

also as a mirror of our rnovement S0 &
every pos1t1ve development in EE is A8
coming back to us in form of mot1vat10n |

for further work on thlS magazme

- Aéo//:s'ﬁ/'ng The Borders from Below

“Abolishing The Borde rs

from Below™
An Anarchist Journal from Eastern Europe

AN ANARCHST JOURNAL
“AbolishingBB” is a bi-monthly
magazine with information on
different political and cultural
processes and activities in Eastern
Europe seen, commented on and
analysised from an  anarchist
perspective.

EDITORIAL TEAM & ABB
COLLECTIVE

ABB is an international collective of

migrant anarchist activists living in
Berlin. The collective was formed in
Autumn 2001 by a group of east-
european migrant activists and was
later joined by other migrant activists
from other parts of the world. As well
as this publication the collective also
organizes a radio-show, a libertarian
library, various solidarity actions,
informative meetings and cultural
events. We also cooperate with other
anarchist groups, projects and
campaigns (mostly in EE but not only)
and support local and global struggles
against all kinds of oppression and [o:
a free-society:.

CORRESPONDENTS

Our work would not be possible
- without the great contributions of our

corespondents from around EE. The
work is based on. a relativly 8table
network of corespondents from

~different regions of EE which cover the

most current, important and
interesting issues. All people involved
in AbolishingBB work on a non-profi
basis.

EXECUTORS
Publishing, editing, text treatment,
translation, photos | & graphics
treatment, layout, coQver concept,
english-proof, distribution to the local
distributors, website design ... all
done by ABB Collective, Print:
DreiGroschenDruck & ABB

COOPERATION
[f you operate in Eastern Europe you
can send to us info about protests,
manifestations and other actions
going on in your region ... you ¢an
present activities of groups, collectives
and projects working in your
neighbourhood ... you can inform us
about up-comming political and
cultural events ... you can present

------------------

"wlnlons or cr1tlc1sm
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as a corespondent sending regular
reports covering different forms of
activities in your region,

[f you operate in other parts of the
world you can help with distribution.
You can spread information about
this publication or just make the most
of the information here as effectivly as
possible,

FREE COPIES / PRINT RUN
Free coples go to prisoners, all info-
shops and libertarian librarys in
Fastern Europe (who get in touch
with us) a8 well as to our
correspondents, At the moment we
print by ourselves 1500 copies of each

issue, and there are some local groups

which  make  more copies by
themaelves alter our agreement on
that, |

FINANCES
Unfortunately until now we were not
able to cover our costs ()Illy through
selling the newspaper so we would
appreciate, il possible, benefits from
outside

BAD ENGLISH REPUTATION

As vyou probably noticed THE
ENGLISH which 18 used in this
newspaper s very far from its

gramatical and stylistic ideals. It is
ll“'ill'} because this 1s ENGLISH i1n

which most of our corespondents, big
part of our readers and most of us (as
the editors) are :nmmlmicating. So
obviously we choose to use ENGLISH
which s understandable for ourslves.
:;t'tnlll“\f, we decided to be rather
“BAD ENGLISH REPUTATION”
newspaper as to rise a level of
language and this way eliminate
probably 30-60% of our regular
It‘.‘ltlt't."._ cHped l;t|v in south and

castern Lurope
ABOLISHINGEBB ONLINE
www.abb hardcore.lt

This website is from one side a source
of information about our collective but
basicly - an archieve of texts which
appeared in our newspaper in the
past. Check it out (some chapters are
still under construction).

NOT 100%

We do not necessarily agree 100%
with all opinions expressed in the_gig;
journal, but all here we found worth
printing (for various reasons] !ll

——" Aﬂﬂrcﬁ/:s'f Journal from Easitern Europe

the regions of Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Belarus,
',; f_"key, Armenia und Georgia. ol

DECENTRALIZED
DAYS OF ACTION
FOR SQUATS AND
AUTONOMOUS
SPACES

SHUT DOWN
FRONTEX!

CALL FOR ACTIONS

RANK AND FILE
MAYDAY 2008 - UNIONISM
AROUND EASTERN

EUROPE

Down with the Trade
Union Bureaucrats!

47 - 49
PEOPLE - NO PEACE

BETWEEN CLASSES!

RESISTANCE
AGAINST POLICE
BRUTALITY IN

~ RUSSIA

REPORTS AND INTERVIEW

COMMUNIQUE ON THE
CREATION OF ANOTHER
STATE IN THE BALKANS

Pages 53 & 54

NATO-SUMMIT LABOUR STRUGGLES

IN BUCHAREST
ANARCHIST
COMMUNIQUE AND
PERSONAL ACCOUNT

INTERVIEW with fired
Union Organiser in
Lionbridge Corporation
in Warsaw

INTERVIEW WITH
ROMANIAN ANARCHISTS
ABOUT MUCH MORE
THAN THE
NATO-suMMIT
IN BUCHAREST

STRIKES AND
RIOTS AT
WORK-PLACES
IN ROMANIA

ANTIFASCIST
REPORTS & A Sharp
Criticism of the

UPDATE ON PROTESTS
AGAINST THE

@ Pages 59 - 64

US-MISSILE-SYSTEM Anti-Fascist
& IN POL:\ND Movement in
PORT AND INTERVIEW Ex-USSR



http://www.abb.hardcore.lt

Collaboration of anarchists from
around eastern European have
made it possible to again bring a
few dozen printed pages related to
peoples struggles against all forms
of oppression. Struggles going on in
this part of the globe, seen, report-
ed, commented and analysed from
an anarchist perspective.
AbolishingBB#32 is out and in
your hands, so make the best use
of it, comrade.

Anarchist Aquarium...

We will start this editorial with
some project related information,
however, of an international char-
acter. First of all, we are glad to
inform you that the “Aquarium”,
the room used since over the last
couple of years by the ABB editori-
al collective, which is
part of Berlin anar-
chist and autonomous
centre called “Koépi”,
can be considered as
finally saved after
many months, or
actually years, of
unstable situation.
Due to various rea-
sons, among which
are a wide spectrum of
actions and solidarity
support, should defi-
nitely be mentioned,
new capitalist owners
of the house finally
gave up their plans on
demolishing, or
changing the social
role of the building.
The house seems to
not be in danger any-
more. This means
quite a future for all
projects using “Kopi”
as infrastructure for
their activities, among
them, our modest
anarchist collective.
This has actually an
even more deeper
meaning for our
group, as the “Aquarium” in which
we are working now for about 4-5
years was built up literally, stone
by stone, nail by nail, with our
hands, from the post-2WW-ruins
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into quite comfortable office condi-
tions in which one can finally work
on something like what you are
holding in your hands. Long live
Kopi!

...needs some more anarchist
fish!

When we are already Dby
“Aquarium” we would like to
announce that we are actually
looking for more fish... It means:
while we have at the moment a
pretty good working editorial team
here in Berlin, we are facing the
lack of anarchist correspondents
from some regions in EE as some
activists can not contribute for var-
ious reasons to ABB anymore. So
comrades from regions (using here
state administrative terminology) of

R T o B o s B I B S e S - B B L Bl 4 S T S B R S P P S P S BB B R SRR B B S B R R T ol

looking for more regular correspon-
dents from these regions.

While in faraway Romania...

At the same time we have to men-
tion that many of comrades con-
tributing to the ABB-project are
facing, due to their daily activities,
serious state-repression. From
recent developments, one of our
Warsaw correspondents is facing
problems due to his syndicalist
activities while our good friend,
comrade and correspondent for
ABB from Moldavia, was brutally
arrested and beaten by police bas-
tards during the storming on the
anarchist convergence space in
Bucharest during the NATO-sum-
mit in Romania. However, it has to
be mentioned that the authorities

are completely mis-

Eastland, Latvia, Lithuania,
Belarus, Armenia, Georgia,
Hungary, Bulgaria, Serbia,
Macedonia, Albania Turkey...

please contact us — we are urgently

R L e W e e ¥ B
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taken if they believe
that they have man-
aged to break the pas-
sion for struggle for
social justice and free-
dom of any of them.
One of the first things
we heard from our
Moldovian comrade
after getting out from
the police station in
Bucharest was about
his plans of intensify-
ing anarchist activi-
ties in his home town
and strengthening
contacts with interna-
tional anarchists.

... Anarchists
Against the Wall
have been created!
By the way, this
famous aggression of
Romanian anti-terror
police forces on anar-
chists gathering i1n
Bucharest marked the
born of Romanian sec-
tion of “anarchists
against the wall”... A
Romanian police offi-
cer, when asked by journalists
what happened in the convergence
centre during police “intervention”,
why so many activists who were
arrested had such beaten heads,
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answered that when the police
forces entered the room many
anarchists started to hit their
heads ‘against the walls as well as
beat themselves with their fists in
the face. “Anarchists against the
wall” made in Romania! Ceausescu
would be so proud of his sons on
duty! Fortunately, some fed up
people sent him already to the
ground. However the same ground
seems to fill up the brains of the
Romanian cops. Well, sorry for this
ironic commentary, we have a total
respect for the struggle lead by
“Anarchists Against the Wall”
(AATW) network in Nah East, but
how you can remain serious while
facing such level of stupidity of the
authorities and their bloody pup-
pets. |
Anyway, as you can imagine,
events in Bucharest and state
repression in general (especially, in
Russia, Belarus and Poland is sup-
port needed) are big issues in this
edition. The events in Bucharest
also gave us a good opportunity to
take a closer look at the process of
the birth of the anarchist move-
ment in Romania, and you can find
quite long interview with three
Romanian comrades in the issue.

We are for abolishing some
workplaces by force!

This issue starts with the call for
action against FRONTEX, the
migrant hunters’ institution with
its headquarters in Warsaw, which
action will be conducted by polish
anarchists in the beginning of
June. Traditionally you will find in
the May edition of ABB a number of
short reports from Mayday mani-
festations and confrontations
around Eastern Europe. In
Belgrade for example, the Serbian
president and labour minister have
been trying to join the workers
mayday manifestation... How this
attempt ended you will find inside
the issue. We are asking: do these
fuckers consider themselves really
as workers?! If yes, we are calling
for instantly abolishing of the
whole sector of labour they pretend
to be employed in. Yeah! Let’s make
them unemployed, by force!

When we are by Mayday reports —
we are glad to give proof on our
pages to the fact of in fact there is
a slow but growing resistance of
working people in the region.
Especially a radicalisation of the
mood and supposedly upcoming
wave of strikes in Romania is inter-

ol L e e D e g e el S e el SRR U S SR ey

¥
b e S e e e D e R R B b bR R e R Il el S O e B e i e S e N e e b2 Nl ol
St s e e e s et R e e e e S o e

e e el e e s g

esting news. Check the reports on
the strike in Dacia-Renault factory
and other articles related to labour
struggles.

More Nazi-assassinations and
self-criticism by some antifas-
cists in ex-USSR

Anti-fascist resistance taking
place in Russia is another main
topic in this issue. Additional to the
reports - on Nazi-attacks (with
another murdered victim!) and

anti-fascist responses to it, we:

would like to turn your attention to
three short texts from Russia that
deal critically with the very circum-
stances of anti-fascist structures
and attitudes there. It seems to us
as the beginning of a very long and
important debate which the anar-
chist and anti-fascist movement in
ex-USSR has to go through, while
we have been asked to spread the
issue out of the local scene through
our publication. As we understand
our journal as a mirror of the anar-
chist-related processes in Eastern
Europe, we consequently gave our
anti-fascist comrades from Russia
the possibility to spread their frus-
tration and criticism here. However
it took us a bit time to take this
decision...

“Putting an end to their
democracy by the fist” and
“putting an end to their
democracy - by the fist”

... both options welcome!

Finally we are coming to the
cover of this issue. The most mas-
sive building on the European con-
tinent, at the same time a symbol
of state power and state terror,
heart of the communist regime
in the past, nowadays a com-
plex of luxury saloons for
developing capitalist exploita-
tion and capitalist wars
against peaple... . . ihe
Ceausescu palace in the cen-
tre of Bucharest. There are
only two things we can think
of about this place: on the .
one side 1s completely %
demolishing and removing
this monstrosity and set-
ting up a huge green Hyde-
park-type area instead. = |
The second idea is squat- |
ting the building and
finally giving it a social
character, furnish firstly
for the needs and second-
ly with the fantasy, of the
various social move-
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ments. And we decided to visu-

alise the second idea on our cover
for this issue.

There is a direct link to the new

established network of
autonomous spaces around the
continent: squats, autonomous

centres and anarchist spaces set-
ting up a common front against the
capitalist and state front of putting
an end to their existence. Related
to these network spaces, free
spaces in Eastern Europe are also
active in this network. They gave
their expression to it during the
international action days of
autonomous spaces at the end of
April. Reports from these activities
are also of course to be found
inside the issue.

Finally, the slogan on the cover,
“Putting an end to their democracy
by the fist”, which is inspired by
the title of one article written by a
Romanian activist which you can
find in the journal, can be however
read in two different ways. No prob-
lem: in both cases we like the
meaning as far as it is understood
from an anarchist perspective!

Yeah, we want to see more fire
being set against the authoritarian
democracies run by the fist!

Yeah, we want to see more angry
fists raised for true justice and
freedom and against capitalist and
parliamentary democracy!

Black and black-red flags are
waving... at first in our hearts and
on our actions, and hopefully soon
above all governmental institutions
after being closed by popular soli-
darity movements!

Abolishing the
Borders from Below
May 2008




' Resistance Against Froniex
Profest on June 6 in Front of Fronfex Headguarters in Warsaw

6 June we will show our opposition to the border
regime with a demonstration in front of Frontex
headquarters in Warsaw.

War, economic imperialism, civil conflict, environmental
degradation and a host of other factors, combined with
the increased technological monitoring and militarization
of the borders, means that people will take even great
risks to exercise the freedom of movement and settle-
ment, to find safe homes or jobs with even a bit of eco-
nomic perspective if they otherwise have none.

The European Union has made itself a fortress and seeks
to control immigration to fit its demands and the
demands of world capital. It is, after all, in the interest of
business to have captive labour markets in countries
with poor wages and no labour organizing, to allow their
capital and movement of goods to be mobile but to keep
people immobile. In order to better control the flow of
immigration, the European Union created Frontex.

What is Fronfex?

Frontex is an EU agency with coordinates the activity,
training and operations of the EU's border control. It also
coordinates this activity with police, the military and
secret services.

The Frontex-run RABITs (rapid border intervention
teams) carry out military-like exercises with weaponry in
preparation for operations against groups of migrants.
There is growing likelihood that somebody will be shot
dead for trying to cross the border.

Murder by Accident

As migrants are forced into more and more dangerous
ways of crossing borders, the people smugglers and
mafias are making good business. But the price for
migrants is often death in the back of an overloaded
truck or at sea. The latter is becoming more and more
frequent thanks to the work of Frontex sea patrols.
Instead of taking the short-
er routes, migrants are
choosing longer routes

.~ W
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B WM at sea and more are
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e At the same time that
1 ; dozens of dead bodies
% of prospective immi-
P .8 grants are washing

* up on beaches, many

plain that there are not
enough workers and
x are busy trying to
recruit people from
i &4 Asia to come to
work. By criminaliz-

ing migration, the authorities treat these deaths as the
responsibility of the people themselves, those who chose
to put themselves in danger and who broke the law. But
it is the system itself which is murderous.

No One is lliegal

We maintain the idea that the resources of the earth
belong to humanity collectively and that people must be
free to live, work and to divide the products of their
labour, as well as natural resources which must be used,
in an egalitarian manner. The borders drawn on the
earth to artificially divide us most often serve to protect
the interests of those in power, not normal people. People
must be free to go where they wish, or to stay home, free
from the invasive and predatory policies of the state and
businesses which drive people from their land and try to
monopolize natural resources for their profits. For hun-
dreds of years, business has gone everywhere, setting up
plantations, sweatshops and mines, destroying communi-
ties, upsetting local economies, using people for slave or
cheap labour. All of these things, and to a lesser extent,
natural factors (sometimes caused by excessive use of
natural resources), has created a world order with bil-
lions of the worlds population inhabiting places of
exploitation-induced poverty. Nobody can wonder why
anybody would like to leave these places.

We mustn't allow people to bear the brunt of all of these
problems, we must not allow the continual criminaliza-
tion, repression and deportation of migrants. What needs

- to be changed is the root of the problem.

We will go to the Frontex office with the slogans "No one
is Illegal" and "No Borders, No Nations" to confront the
migrant hunters with the consequences of their policies
and show what it is that this institution is really protect-
ing: misery, poverty, exploitation, racism, imperialism
and global capitalism.

SHUT DOWN FRONTEX!

No Borders Pbland

Protest:
Friday June 6
at 2PM

Frontex Headquarters
in Warsaw

(Adress: Rondo ONZ 1 8§/ 4

- corner of AR
Swietokrzyska and
Jana Pawla streets)

Contact:
bezgranic@bzzz.net
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Barnaul, Russia

Anarchists handed out leaflets in general Mayday demon-
stration.

Belgrade, Serbia

Prezydent Tadic i Minister of Labour, Ljajic, came out on
the idea to join the mayday unionist manifestation in
Belgrade but the workers kicked them immediately out of
the lines. The leader of the biggest trade union tried to
apologise for the inncident and blamed it on the anar-
chists. As we can see, in Belgrade, everybody played per-
fectly his role. However the workers seemed to be the most
successful in it.

Brest, Belarus

Activists from Brest "Free Theatre", antifascist and anar-
cho-punks organized critical mass on May Day in Brest.
About 15 persons garbed in clown clothes on bicycles and
rollers travelled through the city in order to colour "grey
reality" of Brest society. Participants chose long route
throughout the city. On the way we congratulated people
with May Day, presented smiles for by-passers and can-
dies for children. Before entry to city centre we were
stopped by cops. They looked through our papers, didn't
allow us to go on and followed us to meeting point. After
action we came together and discuss all the good and bad
points of this critical mass.

Cisarska Louka, Czech

Festival against racism organized by Czech Antifa on
Mayday "We have the laugh of capitalist logic of maxi-
mizing profit and we realized whole festival with our own
forces, without advertisements, sponsors but nevertheless
with free entry"

Thanks to all for 1st May on Cisarska Louka. Were still lit-
tle bit tired and sleepy, but we want briefly give thanks to
all, who helped us with realization, for great action. We
hope that you enjoyed the festival and you are full of pos-
itive energy from it, like we are. We didn't expect so great
interest and atmosphere of solidarity. We want to thank to
all, who helped with the disposition and organization of
festival, to all, who upheld the anti-fascist idea and free-
dom. That's no matter if you support it as a musicians,
volunteers, protection, and people in info-stalls or possibly

ANARMO-BINDIKALISTICNA INICIJATIVE
MEGUNARODNO UDRUZENJ RADKIKA | BAD!

R R

i
- » . B .
5 L 2 > # ¥ ; ’ o »
' % i 2 a
£

= .'
rf-r“' ,";_;- _ﬁ,r _i"l_.l o

e - 9{ t“',;' :'f > 110 ] {/ : ® ” PN S e S R T R S R R

Mayday! Mayday!
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as a vegan cook. And also we want to thank primarily to
all visitors. It couldn't be realized without you! You were
much over 3000. You can be amusing, listening and think-
ing, while group of nazi sociopaths marches trough empty
streets and tries to impress powers with their stolen image
and mendacious slogans. Festival was for us connection of
policy and entertainment; it was also remembrance on
matters from year 1886 in Chicago. We think that not for-
getting people, that fought against oppression has always
its sense.

"There are WE" organizers, and YOU visitors"

We would also say that there are no "We" organizers, and
"You" visitors. There is only "We". Why? Festival was
organized on totally voluntary base and everyone, who
came, was part of it. We have the laugh of capitalist logic
of maximizing profit and we realized whole festival with
our own forces, without advertisements, sponsors and
nevertheless with free entry. All bands played for free, also
all the work of realization team was unpaid. There are no
charges for stalls, which is established practice on similar
festivals. It is impossible to forget the helpfulness of peo-
ple who handled arrangements like lease and platform
construction, lending of apparatus and transport. This
attitude should be the main message.

"If you know, that the world is possible without necessity
to be guarded with police cameras, without artificial
authorities, bosses and politicians and without barriers,
that designates this system, you are with us"

[t doesn't matter if you do the festival, if you are pasting-
up the posters, standing against racist opinions in your
neighbourhood, if you stand against the neo-nazi violence
or if you physically fight it - important is, that you aren't
inert in common life and you are active! It isn't important,
what you do, but that you are ready to stand against that,
what wants to bind us all, what wants to alienate and
urges us to tilt our heads and shut our mouth. If you
know, that the world is possible without idiots declaring
lies like: "there was no holocaust, but it will be", without
necessity to be guarded with police cameras, without arti-
ficial authorities, bosses and politicians and without bar-
riers, that designates this system, you are with us. "You"
are "We". Not only Do It Yourself, but Do It Together!
Yesterday's action was one of chances, how to say togeth-
er WE. We believe that other similar actions will follow
this. Of course we are preparing more detailed report with
wealthy photo-gallery. We are interested in your views and
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perceptions; you can send them to our e-mail: info@festi-
val-proti-rasismu.cz

Thank you once more! Stand (not only) against fascism!
Not only Do It Yourself, but Do It Together!

Irkutsk, Russia

In Irkutsk, anarchists from local group of Autonomous
Action joined the common Mayday demonstration, first
year KPRF was marching together with pro-Kremlin
"Rightful Russia" and trade unions (mainstream FNPR and
alternative Socprof), altogether there were around 1000
people in the meeting, rather obviously "Rightful Russia”
had paid rentamob. Anarchists gathered at statue of Red
partisans and went to Sport Palacew from there. ----
Anarchist raised red and black diagonal flags and banners
"Autonomous Action", "Self-government is a way to free-
dom" and "Capital is killing lake Baikal". Papers "Free
Siberia" and "Avtonom" were distributed. During march,
anarchists chanted "Raise the black flag higher, state is
the main enemy!", "Be realists - demand impossible!", and
other slogans. No arrests were made.

Istanbul, Turkey

Unionist as well as anarchists fought street battles with
police on May 1 in Istanbul. Authorities tried to shut down
non-permitted MayDay observances that were planned to
take place in Taksim Square. The May Day holiday has
banned in Turkey since the Taksim Square massacre of
1977.

Turkish riot police fired tear gas and sprayed water to dis-
perse groups who gathered and tried to march onto the
square. Police stopped and broke up the groups who
blocked the streets with barricades. According to police
sources 467 demonstrators were detained, 6 police officers
and 2 civilians were injured.

Earlier this week, the government decided to stick to ban-
ning celebrations on the Taksim square citing security
concerns, but labour unions strongly opposed govern-
ment's decision.

Izhevsk, Russia

In Izhevsk, Autonomous Action decided to take struggle
against reform of the educational system as their main
theme. Libertarian communists joined block of
Coordinationary Council of Civil Movements of Izhevsk
(KSGD), altogether some 15 anarchists joined block of 150
activists of KSGD. Anarchists had banner "Students and
pupils against education reform" and raised red and black
flags. Police got immediately alarmed by anarchists. March
moved by Lenin street, people shouted "No to destruction
of free education!", "Bureaucrats and oligarchs - hands off

free education!", "Long live fighting student unions and
student autonomy!". There was a strange episode when a
group of drunken people of tried to provoke a fight, as
police 'just stood by this was a likely attempted police
provocation. Eventually anarchists managed to get rid of
the provocateurs on their own. In Pushkin street anar-
chists also chanted more general slogans - "Working peo-
ple, enough of poverty - organise, strike and win!", "Strike
is an arm of the working class!", "Worker - strike is your
weapon!". "Down with the sell-out bureaucrats of the
FNPR (official trade union), long live fighting unions of the
workers and a general strike!". Anarchists left the colon at
administration of president in Udmurtia, as they did not
wanted to join the official Mayday event of ruling United
Russia party. 10:30 a protest meeting started at the
administration of the president.- 11:00, after meeting,
some more police harassments followed but eventually
anarchists stood firm and could do without arrests.

Kazan, Russia

This year anarchists did not join any of the reformist
demonstrations, as they considered them pointless.
Instead of it some graffiti was made. During the week,
anarchists also organised a campaign against police bru-
tality, which included a gallup and spreading information
about rights of the people.

Kiev, Ukraine

1st may demo finally took place in Kiev. In spite of contro-
versy different anarchist and left initiatives from several
regions of Ukraine and from other CIS countries went out
in one block. In contrast to official communists and social-
ists which traditionally try to monopolize International
workers' day there were many youth in our ranks and not
hackneyed slogans were chanting by us.

Official media told about strange young people in black
masks who were walking fast by central street with
demands of workers' rights improvement. "They were
chanting unintelligible slogans". It's a pity such slogans as
"Consume! Work! Die!", "Fascism shall not pass”, "Forget
about constitution! Make a revolution!", "Higher, higher
black flag, the state is the first enemy" and others are still
not understandable in Ukraine... Except for antifa and
anarchists, trade unions activists, Revolutionary anarcho-
sindicalists confederation, "New leftists", LGBT, ecological,
animal rights activists, alterglobalists, gender balanced
Kiev initiative and other activists took part in demo.

Like last year the route was: from Besarabska square to
monument of Ivan Franko (1856-1916, socialist revolu-
tionary poet), through Hreschtik street passing by Kiev's
city hall/Kiev administration and MacDonald's. So we
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made 2 stops during our march. Near the city hall we
called not to vote and organize oneself. And then we asked
MacDonald's to eat their own shit. We were marching
cheerfully the whole distance with drums sounds and
under back and red flags. Near the monument black-red
demo stopped for half an hour. Different activists delivered
speeches. Among the others the member of Zhytniy mar-
ket trade union and guest from Iraq spoke. After the demo

people went to the 1st Ukrainian social forum which took
place in Kiev 1-2 may.

Krasnoyarsk, Russia

In Krasnoyarsk, 9 anarchists joined Mayday demonstra-
tion of KPRF, which started 10:00 at TTs Khameleon.
Anarchists had a black flag and red and black diagonal
flags, and leaflets "40 years from red may" and "there is no
reason for workers to celebrate". People were intrigued by
anarchists and asked many questions. During march,
anarchist chanted "Freedom, equality and solidarity". FSB
and UBOP officers followed anarchists, but eventually they
did not do any provocations.

Minsk, Belarus

Anarchists decided to ignore both pro-Lukashenko
demonstration in national library and oppositional specta-
cle in Bangalore square, instead they organized their own
illegal demonstration. Some 40 anarchists under red and
black flags and two banners moved from shop "Riga" to
Kuybyshev square. 400 leaflets "Fire your boss" were dis-
tributed. Lead banner stated "Fight for your rights!".
Passers by reacted positively. Demonstration lasted some
10 minutes. Conspiration preparation made it possible to
avoid arrests, but adverse side was small number of par-
ticipators.

Moscow, Russia

In Moscow, there were number of decentralized actions - in
previous night one group made graffiti at VDNKh, where
Nazis from Movement Against Illegal Migration (DPNI) were
to gather for "Russian mayday". In morning, other group
was dropping banners around the city. On banner which
was dropped from bridge over Frunzenskaya it was written
"Freedom to people - death to capital”, on banner at square
of three stations it was written "No to police brutality”.

Eventually there were two main actions - first anarchists
were to join general KPRF demonstration at Oktyabrskaya.
This was for many a controversial issue - since 2002 anar-
chists they have preferred to organise their own
autonomous actions, and there have not been visible anar-
chist presence in Bolshevik Mayday demonstrations for at
least a decade in Moscow. In another hand, marching with
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KPRF gives an opportunity to agitate to up to 10 000 peo-
ple who are there, and show strength of anarchists - this
year media favourite National-Bolshevik Party gathered
perhaps 100 people and Vangard of Red Youth perhaps
40, whereas anarchist block had 250 people, not including
35 people who got arrested by OMON on their way to
demonstration without any legal pretext. This was the
biggest anarchist demonstration in Moscow since 1920's.
Anarchist bloc was quite energetic with a sound system
and red and black flags, anti-copyright activists brought
banner "Freedom, Equality, Piracy" and LGBT activists
brought banner "No to discrimination of LGBT in work-
places". Other banners included "Capitalism kills" and
"Give us liberty". Redskins had their own banner.
Numbers of banners were confiscated by police in prior to
actions. Traditional anarchist slogans were chanted.
Anarchist bloc was kept from a distance of 150-200 metres
from the main demonstration, and was it agreed to dis-
perse at metro Borovitskaya, before end of the main
demonstration.

After action, anarchist gathered to illegal picnic in Metro
Sokolniky, where some youth was illegally detained and
tortured 4 weeks before. Apparently police had received a
hint of the action, as they were heavily present, videotap-
ing participators. Few people were detained, but apparent-
ly public pressure and solidarity actions around the world
had worked - all of them were soon released and nobody
was tortured. Eventually anarchists managed to have a
picnic with acoustic anti-establishment music under tight
police surveillance.

Murmansk, Russia

Around 30 anarchists and antifascists marched with ban-
ner "No to police state" in the general Mayday march. A
group of anti-fascists from Apatity also joined the block.
Leaflets were distributed, no-one was arrested.

Nizhni Novgorod, Russia

In Nizhni Novgorod, some 40 anarchists marched by cen-
tral street of the city, Bolshoy Pokrovskoy. Besides
Autonomous Action, many unaligned anarchist and sub-
cultural people joined. Front banner had written on it
"Take the streets - reclaim the city!", in the sides "We are
your future" and "No to police brutality”. Sea torches were
lit, people made noise with whistleblowers and by shout-
ing "Freedom, equality, anarcho-communism" and other
slogans. Upon arrival to Gorky square, march turned to
Zbezdinka street and dispersed without arrests.

Novosibirsk, Russia

Fifth "Monstration" gathered 800 people marched with slo-
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gans "Wotch ballet %username%". "l will help you to con-

quer world. Trainings. Consultations. Expensive". "To dis-
abled and -those who passed state student examination -
free travel on public transport" (this was a pun on reform
of education) and others which may hardly be translated.
March was legalised and did not broke the deal with the
city administration, but nevertheless unidentified plain
clothes people kidnapped S organisers during action. They
soon learned that they were arrested by UBOP officials,
arrested were released the same day but they were not
even given any protocols as police themselves knew illegal
nature of the arrests. During S years of monstration, it has
proven that youth is able to self-organise for development
of the culture in the city, fliers distributed listed examples
of other cultural events organised by monstrators during
recent years.

Omsk, Russia

This year syndicalists from SKT joined colon of KPRF. They
had a big banner "Two in one: cross out miserable wages!
General strike!", red and black diagonal flags were raised.
Group of SKT was joined by young punks and RASH skin-
heads. Five anti-fascists, who tried to wear masks to pro-
tect themselves from photographing Nazis were arrested
by police. Police tried to harass some punks as well but
they found refuge behind banner of SKT. In general, KPRF
march was lacking spirit but SKT group was scanning
loudly "We prohibit to prohibit!", "Long live to imagina-
tion!", "Everything is going after the plan, after the plan -
workers are sweating, bourgeois are relaxing!", "Land to
peasants, factories to workers, streets to lovers!", "Houses
to orphans, flush officials!" (Last slogan was related to
longstanding campaign of SKT to win housing for those
raised in orphanages - trans. note). During demonstration,
syndicalists distributed leaflets "A day of riot of the imagi-

nation - first mayday 1886 and 40 years from May in Paris
1968".

Petrozhavodsk, Russia

Anarchists joined demonstration of official trade unions.
During demonstration police tried to stop anarchists and
take them to police station, but participators of the anar-
chist bloc managed to resist the attempts, as other, most-
ly elderly demonstrators were supporting them.

Prague, Czech

"Resistence lives,

struggle continues! Chicago 1886 -
Prague 2008" ‘

Anarchists assembled on Strelecky ostrov, to celebrate the
tradition of Mayday. People from initiatives of A- Kontra,

R e e e e S s

Anarchofeminist Group and Czechoslovak Anarchist
Federation (CSAF) gather at this traditional place on 1st of
May anarchist meetings. About 130 visitors overheard the
speech about the tradition of 1st May and effort of neo -
nazis and fascists to abuse this day. Short workshop in
making of paper flowers is done after the speech. These
flowers were in the end laid together with lilac wreath to
improvised memorial to those, who stood on beginning of
1st May working-class tradition. With a time the number
of anarchist flags increased. Finally, about 200 people
started for march. March had peaceful spirit. Banners
with signs like: "Resistence lives, struggle continues!
Chicago 1886 - Prague 2008", or "Capitalism against peo-
ple - people against capitalism", appeared in front of the
march. At times people were also yelling the slogans: ,,
Viva Anarchia", ,,Against state, capitalism - for freedom
and autonomy", ,,Our lives to our hands" etc. The march
reached Palacky square, where the demonstrators broke
up after short farewell. But not totally, most of people went
to the Festival against racism, which began in the after-
noon on Cisarska louka and gathered many hundreds of
people. Report from this festival you can read above.

Sochi, Russia

Anti-authoritarians joined the usual Mayday march, hold-
ing banner "People are more important than profit".
Leaflets against police brutality and some numbers of
paper "Situation" of Autonomous Action were distributed.

St. Petersburg, Russia

Anarchist bloc of some 200 people marched together with
KSD (Committee of Solidarity Actions, organised by some
alternative unions and other social movements). People
came fro different anarchist and anti-authoritarian initia-
tives, such as Association of Libertarian Initiatives,
Association of Anarchist Movements, Autonomous Action,

RASH, Antifa, KRAS, FNB and Pyotr Alekseyev Solidarity

Movement. March went from BKZ Oktyabrskiy in Ligovskiy
prospekt through Uprising square, by Nevskiy prospekt to
Malaya Morskaya street, finishing point was Isaak square.
Unfortunately, Nazis were also allowed to march in
Mayday in a partly different route and they received a
rather warm welcome from the police. There was a bloc of
African students in the general queue in front of anar-
chists, but apparently they faced some police pressure and
were forced to leave the march. Anarchist bloc had black
flags, red and black diagonal flags, there were also ban-
ners "We do not want a piece from your cake, we want the
whole bakery", "Unite, resist" "Freedom to people, death to
empires" and "Rights are not given, rights are taken".
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Ufa, Russia

In Ufa, Autonomous Action and some supporters of the
movement organised an illegal March under red and black
flags. More than 400 leaflets were distributed, as well as
200 red balloons with red and black stars and text
avtonom.org. March went on for more than 3 hours, route
was 10 kilometres long all together. After march anar-
chists went to place where workers of Ufa had organised
their first Mayday party in 1905 to commemorate revolu-
tionaries of the past.

Vladivostok, Russia

First of May in Vladivostok anarchists and autonomists
organised a legalized anti-fascist and anti-autoritarian
picket, 3 PM at statue of Lenin in a square next to railway
station. Some 20 people joined action, they raised banner
"We destroy capitalism, we win fascism" and red and black
diagonal flags. Some 7 boneheads showed up in the oppo-
site side of the street, they were met with shouts "fascism
won't trespass" and "antifa", soon boneheads decided to
move to railway station, one of them attempted to throw
picket with a bottle. Traditional anarchist and anti-fascists
slogans were chanted. As many people were coming late
towards the end number of participators was 40.
Organisers considered action as a success, as it proved to
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pubhc that anti-fascists exist in Vladivostok and they are
not going to be silent.

Warsaw, Poland

On May 1 an anarchist demonstration took place in
Warsaw. About 200 people came from all the different
anarchist groups. The demo went to the Ministry of
Economy, Ministry of Labour and Social Policy, to the
State Labour Inspectorate, a temp agency and to the pro-
business lobbies headquarters.

Many topics were raised, including the amendment of the
Labour Code, discrimination in the workplace, the topic of
casual work, firing of unionists and capitalist brainwash-
ing.

A happening about discrimination in the workplace was
organized by anarcha-feminists from A-Fe. Other groups
that took part in the demo included the Anarchist
Federation, Left Alternative, Workers' Initiative, Union of
Syndicalists, "Freedom, Equality and Solidarity" and
Green Collective.

A pathetic counterdemonstration was organized by fas-
cists. The night before, a talk organized by "Freedom,
Equality and Solidarity" was attacked by fascists who
threw some incendiary devices into the meeting place.
Nobody was hurt.

Chernobyl March in Minsk on 261h of April

About 120 anarchists and antifascists took part in
Chernobyl March organized by opposition parties in B
Minsk on 26th of April in order to protest against build- §
ing of new nuclear power station, abolishment of benefits |
for people suffered because of accident in Chernobyl 1986
and for alternative energies. Before March we distributed
about 5000 leaflets in order to call people to take part in

action. Anarchists with red-black and green-
black flags and banners distributed about
500 leaflets explaining “Why do anarchist
go against nuclear power stations?” On all
the way of march our Black Block continu-
ously chanted antinuclear slogans support-
ed by own samba-band. By that we attract-
ed attention of mass media, opposition par-
ties and plain-clothes cops. When the
demonstration came to the end point we
decided not to take part in mourning part of
action and reached bus stops to go home.
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' Russia, A Meeting Against Police Brutality in Moscow

Endss in Police Bratality

On April 11, there was a meeting in
Slavyanskiy square of Moscow, exact-
ly one week after some youth was bru-
tally tortured in Sokolniy police sta-
tion. Meeting was organized by a
spontaneous initiative, but leaflets
distributed linked to website of
Anarchist Black Cross - ABC Moscow.
Action was legal but ended up in
chaos. It was well attended, up to 300
participators, but cops let only 200
inside riot fences, announcing that
“organizers had requested a permis-
sion for merely 200 participators”.
Tensions immediately raised, and
demonstrators surrounded police who
were controlling the entrance, shout-
ing among other slogans “Follow your

own laws!”, as there is no legal pretext
in Russia for police to limit entrance
to demonstrations.

Police also did not liked huge “Stop
police brutality”-banner, and soon
about dozen OMON riot police
attacked against people holding the
banner, beating them with trun-
cheons and electro-shockers.

What followed was a mini-riot dur-
ing which some bottles landed to
heads of some police. Eventually 25
persons were arrested, as far as we
know all of them were released today
with misdemeanor charges, with an
order to show up in court in Monday,
and none of them was tortured in the
police station. Although torture in

Sokolniky police station was com-
pletely shunned in almost all Russian
media, apparently we managed to
make so much noise that police made
efforts to avoid torture yesterday.
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- Actions Against Police Brutality Continue in Moscow

and Around _ The Worild

On April 18, a demonstration from
Pushkin square towards Belarus
Railway station blocked Tverskaya
street between 7:40 and 20:10 PM in
Moscow. This was a continuation of
reaction to brutal torture at Sokolniky
police station 4th of April legalized
action 11th of April finished in a con-
frontation, provoked by OMON riot
police. As legalizing action does not
guarantee freedom from police
infringement, this time people decided
to go without it. There was also a
legalized action the same day,
announced by some human rights
activists, which police ordered to
Bolotnaya Square - isolated spot in a
park in an island in the Moscow River,
where there were no any passers by at
300 meter radius.

Eventually up to 100 mostly old
school liberal activists gathered there.

But lack of passers by was not the
case with Pushkinskaya square, one
ofthe main hang-arounds the center
of Moscow. Police had not received a
hint of the alternative plan, and
march with huge 10+ meter banner
with text “No to brutality” and with a
picture of crossed-over cop was
unrolled to halt all traffic of the
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Tverskaya street to exit direction from
Moscow. Some 200 demonstrators lit
sea torches and other fireworks and
shouted anti-police slogans - Our
cops are “protecting us”, first they
frame us up and then they beat us
up!, This is our city!, Get to the streets
- reclaim the city!, Antifal, Raise the
black flag higher - state is our main
enemy! and international A.C.A.B!
Pushkin square has constantly a van

of cops on guard in case of illegal
protests, but they were slow to react.
Eventually action was also followed by
3 buses of OMON riot police, but as
they ended up to huge traffic jam
caused by the action, they only made
it to Belorussian station 5-10 minutes
after marchers had dispersed and dis-

appeared. Good, as blocking a road of
federal importance may result felony
charges in Russia.

Although not all participators were
anarchists, this was definitely among
the most significant actions initiated
by anti-authoritarian scene 1n
Moscow during the last 20 years.
Information agency “RIA-Novosti” was
relying solely on police sources, and
they announced that “huge traffic jam
in the center was due to 20 football
hooligans crossing the road”. This
claim was widely ridiculed in the
internet, but published by surprising-
ly many mainstream sources - appar-
ently these days there is not much
free media in Russia left outside inter-
net.

Besides Moscow, last two weeks
have seen solidarity actions in
Arkhangelsk, Samara, Tyumen and
St. Petersburg of Russia and in
Helsinki and Kiev abroad. Actions are
also planned at least in Paris and
Sidney.

The Struggle
Continues!

It was a warm April day, and the
first thing I saw when leaving
Sokolniki metro station was the clear
spring sky. Little did I know that in
less than an hour I would be both wit-
ness and victim of most cruel torture.

But let us follow the order of the
events. Leaving subway, first thing I
saw was a group of some aggressive
things in

Grey cos- L
tumes, spit- | &
ting verbal }.
abuse, red

from anger,
pulling over
subcultural
youth, push-
ing them to
to their
machines. |
immediately
figured out
that this this
W a S
unfounded
pQ 3:1:C @
aggression
going on, and
as | am a socially conscious person, |
stepped up for the people in trouble.
When I asked for the reason for such
a rude behavior towards people,
which police was showing without
providing any documents, they shout-
ed some extremely crude remarks to
me. At that moment I saw that the
police were beating a guy with batons,
whom I had just seen on a bicycle
smiling and talking to a girl. Without
hesitation I ran to defend him from
the beating.

So I found myself inside a police
car, to be taken to the police station of
Sokolniki (although right now I think
that it would be more appropriate to
call it police station of SSokolniki).
Immediately I asked the officer cur-
rently in guard of the station to make
a protocol of my arrest and explain
the reason for my arrest, and I was
immediately shouted some extreme
abuse.

(I want to ask your pardon for the
all too frequent use of juristic vocabu-
lary in this text, but that’s what our
juridicial language is like nowadays,
and just as tiny and limited as our
rights in this society is also the lan-
guage for their expression. A shame.)

With a stupid smile on his face, the
guard on duty threatened that “ya’ll
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be about killed now”, and especially
me as the “most fucked of you all”,
beg your pardon for one more “juristic
term”. My handcuffs were so tight,
that already at this point my hands
were blue and could not move any-
more. | asked this thing in a grey form
politely to relax them a bit, as a
response he started to hit my head to

the wall. “Long tongue will crush your
forehead” as the saying goes, but me,
an idiot, still thought that torture is
not method of 21st century, when we
have both TV and advertisement! At
this moment, a huge steamed hog
rushed in, filling the space with his
breath
which
smelled
like rot-
Gl 'R
dump
from a
vegetable
market,
and he
began to
scream
LoBTE B
“today
he will
h'a v e
s om e
party time!”. He was followed by other
things from the same pack, and good
old violence began - everyone was
beaten brutally, but at the same time
carefully, in order not to leave any

marks. But this was just the begin-

ning....
I was standing with my face to the
wall, and hearing a scream from pain,

I turned around. Immediately, I felt a _

series of hits in my head, accompa-
nied by a shout “what the fuck are

-
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 Epe-Witness Report of ane Victim of the Torturing at i3
Sokoiniki Police Station in Moscow on April 4 2008 &

you turning, fucker?!”, after which I &

was tripped up and then the Nazis in -

uniforms went on beating me already
lying on the ground, screaming with
joy. But what was unbearable, was
not the pain from the hits - what was
unbearable was to hear the

behind me. But as I wrote already,
this was just the beginning.

From amidst the blunt noises of
hits I heard no less blunt a voice:
“what the fuck are you beating
that smartass here, go grab him to
that fucking private office, there’s
more space out there!”. So those
things took me up and dragged me
to their “fucking private office”. I
raised my head and I saw police in
plain clothes, and due to naivety
given to me by birth or due to my
stupidity I began to speak. That
what was going on was a huge
mistake, that they are represent-
ing the law in this country, and as
the representative is behaving,
thus also is the thing they represent.
Two pieces of roulade yelled at me
that I “should admit that you are the
boss!!!”. 1 answered that I did not
understand the point in their ques-
tion and pointed them out statute 51
of the Russian constitution (which
gives the
right not
to give
testimony
against
oneself -
transla-
tor). They
answered
by shout-
S g
“EEEI!!!”
and  hit
me with
another
series of
strikes.
Then some officers grabbed my pack,
and opening it up rowdily they found
what? Books! And surprisingly, they
could not only figure out that they
were of different color, but they were
even able to figure out their titles - the
first one, according to their words,
was written by “bloody kike
Schopenhauer”, and the second one
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s+ by Yuri Fyodorovich Orlov, a dissident and human rights

activist, as the ugly creatures figured out scanning
through the foreword. To my shame, I had not yet read the

~ second book, but I could feel all of its weight together with

the mass of the collected thoughts of Schopenhauer on my
very head when the cops were beating me with the books
I love. After this procedure, I attempted to explain that
books are for knowledge, not for beating people’s brain out

~ of their skulls, but those meat machines did not even let

me finish as they carried me to the most distant room of

" this terrarium, and threw me to the floor. I heard the

shouts of the people who were beaten in other rooms. I was

1 * in a shock. I did not get a chance to raise my head during

- the beating, and I felt pain due to the fact that I could not
L~ stop this insanity. Somewhere in the next room, beating

up young punks, these cannibals put on Victor Tsoy’s
song “Mother anarchy”. Some devil in uniform was shout-

ing “You little bitch taste some sweet 1980’s!”. And sud-
7 denly, next to me, I heard the sound of discharging elec-

tricity - next to me someone was tortured with electricity.

I was given the first electric shock to my head, with
shouts “So antifa, you like little furry animals don’t you?”.
The next shock I got to my back. The sound of discharges
and shouts of pain of totally innocent people were filling all
the rooms of the Nazi headquarter of the Sokolniki area. I

already almost lost my consciousness, when two raised me

to my feet laughingly and roaring “hit him to the balls with
it” put the electric shock to my groin. The face of the man
in grey was so happy - you may not describe it as unhu-
man happiness as the officers in this police station were
nothing like humans. It was something not from this
world, but from the very netherworld. He, or rather it, got
immediate joy from seeing a man, a complete stranger to
him, in extreme pain. I looked into his eyes and lost con-
SClousness.

I heard voices “Boom boom boom” - it was a pack of fas-
cists in a Russian march. “Boom boom boom” - a baton
beating the remains of life out of a homeless man. “Boom
boom boom” - bombs falling on someone’s house. “Boom
boom boom?”.... it is... it is... me gaining my consciousness

on the concrete floor, and I understood that the “Boom
boom boom” - was the sound of my heart, which is burn-
ing and wants to burn my thorax (a few years ago I have
been diagnosed with pericarditis due to a wound). I felt

that my heart would not stand any more discharging elec-
tricity, and I figured out that I was having a heart attack,
and asked the Nazis to quickly call an ambulance. But
instead of this, they kept beating me up, but at this point
I had already stopped feeling anything.

I am not afraid of death, but at times I would like to live
to see world peace. I am all serious, not joking. So I am
here, lying on the floor, not any reaction to hits, and the-
sadists started to think. They figure out, that at this point
they should get rid of me somehow, throw me to some dis-
tant skid row in Chertanovo, or to some sewerage hatch or
take me to a hospital. But as there were some 50 witness-
es of my arrest, these bandits had to send me to a hospi-
tal, telling the paramedics that I was “a junkie with an
overdose”. To my surprise, in the hospital I was not given
any help. I was hardly alive, lying on a bench at the wait-
ing room, some yellow-faced nurse was laughing at me and
confirmed to me that I am just about to die. I tried to con-
vince people around me, that I had fallen victim to police
brutality, but I was just ignored. Eventually I was able to
call my mother and she took me home.

My passport and my bag were left at the police station,
as well as my Jew’s harp which the cops had stomped on.
[ am not bitter towards this scum - with their behavior
they punished themselves, but I believe that it is my duty
to stop this horror for good. According to my friends and
acquaintances, it was not the first time such things were
happening in that rat house. And how many more police
stations like that do we have?

The next day my mother went to the chief of the police
station of Sokolniki to fetch my passport. After some dis-
cussion, he told her: “What are you worrying about - next
Monday we’ll go to a court, he will be fined for misde-
meanor AND HE WILL NOT HAVE ANY MORE PROB-
LEMS”.

I would like to add, that in this state we have a statute
number 286 of the penal code (“authorities exceeding their
competences, resulting to violent violation of rights and
legal interests of citizens”), or don’t we? Is it like that, or is
two times two five after all?

I am not making any calls for violence or hate, I am just
writing down what has happened to me.

"I have felt like in Chechen again - when the Russians pacified our village”

Poland: Police affack fhe Retugees Again

at children. One woman wasn’t
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Viishing The-Borders 1

Inferview with a Victim of The Abuses at fhe Station

What was the reason for your
detention? A condition after clear-
ing?

For some years we have tried to create
a tradition of weekly meetings of
active workers and not
indifferent friends for get-
ting to know each other,
gathering experience of dia-
logue at greater assemblies
and exchanging informa-
tion. We called these meet-
ings Black Monday for fun
and on a twist of fate. In
Moscow a group of unusu-
ally dressed people at once
causes the unhealthy inter-
est of the militia - there
passes the operation
“scene/neformal” therefore
an occasion for detention
arose by reason of the open
bottle in the hands of one
guy (I shall notice, drinking of beer in
a public place is not forbidden here,
but quite often cops, using the igno-
rance of citizens, take money from
them). Our comrade showed his
knowledge of the law, in reply to what
the cops started to apply special tools:
electric shokers, cudgels, handcuffs.

We wanted to help our friend and we
did it.

How have those events influenced
the increase of protest moods?

The event has activated and rallied
the scene (movement), a campaign
against illegal actions of cops is now
working, patrols on the streets are
being planned to trace legality of
actions of militia - by the principle
“observe YOUR law “.

Besides that other campaigns were
started:

1. Campaign against illegal actions of
cops - tortures in the police station,
illegal checks, etc. - the termination of
all of it ,

2. Campaign against reprisals in rela-
tion to informal subcultures (scenes)

In the Russian law on prevention of

extremism the campaign “informal
subcultures (neformal)” is declared:
employees of militia search subcul-
tural people, take their fingerprints,

detain them and make a lists of

potential “extrem-
ists”. For example,
in Moscow the
“fans of Tolkien”
were detained -
the 30 people who
have been tradi-
tionally meeting
on Wednesdays in
Neskuchniy
Garden for 15
years were taken
to the precinct,
fingerprinted and
photographed,
written down and
sentenced! The
penalty came
under the pretence and fictional
administrative clause that they had
taken them for drinking alcohol.

3. Campaign against reprisals for crit-
icizing authority (social movements
and local initiatives)

4. Campaign for a cancelling of the
federal law 114 about counteraction
to extremism - authorities count
everything under the term extremism.

On April, 21st in Izhevsk OMON ille-
gally detained 54 peaceful young men
of subcultural beckground who had
gathered for a concert before a club (!)

On April, 27th 70 fans of the foot-
ball club “Zenith” were illegally
detained and delivered to the precinct
of Krasnoarmejskogo area, 8 person
seem to have been beaten and, having
healed their bruises, prepare for judi-
cial claims.

On May, 1st IIIN, employees of mili-
tia and plain clothes police unwar-
rantedly arrested people on celebrato-
ry processions: 30 young men who
had come peacefully and without the
weapon (item 31 +. 1 Constitutions of
the Russian Federation) on the May
Day procession on the Kalugskaja

Area in Moscow', participants of the

May Day actions coordinated with the -3 |
administration in Petrozavodsk, some -¢§
“Monstration” in ¥

person on
Novosibirsk
On May, Sth in Moscow 25 persons

were detained in a film society direct- 3§
ly during a film-screening owing to g
and “an estab-

“check of documents “
lishment of persons”.
This list of instances of non-obser-
vance of basic laws of the Russian
Federation (clause 22 and 31
Constitutions of the
Federation) by people in the uniform

of the Ministry of Internal Affairs is by i

far incomplete and, unfortunately,
keeps growing every day.

Supposed future actions?

Using media to inform the public
about past events and working with
different subcultures and societies to
inform them, what whey should do in
case of arrest.

What do ordinary people think
about the police and other govern-
ment structures? What is the situa-
tion with the police like in Russia?
The most popular public opinion is
that the meaning of working in the
police is to accept bribes. As a matter
of fact, it is organized crime, it accepts
bribes, controls the drug industry and
blackmails business.

What official version about the
pasts events has been given by the
police department?

That it is a campaign to discredit
police officers.

How have the pasts actions
changed the anarchist movement
in Russia and politically swaying
young people?

Half of the participants of the action
against police brutality were bloggers,
members of informal social groups
who also get attention from the police.
Internet blogs were also part of the
campaign, because police outrage
concerns everyone.

Russian -

On the 2374 of April, at 6 A.M., the
police together with the border-guard
attacked the refugee centre in Moszna
by Pruszkow (not far away from
Warsaw). Armed with guns and wear-
ing black masks policemen checked
all he rooms. They targeted at people
and hit many inhabitants of the cen-
tre. One of them, Rustam Tukaszew,
who got the refugee status the day

-
%,;“. §
i 2

before the ride, he told what exactly,
happened on that day: When they
entered my flat I tried to stop them
before the door to my son’s room but
they hit me and brutally pulled me out
of the flat. I had to lie on the floor
together with many other men and
women. We were lying there cuffed for
more than one hour. The children were
scared, some policemen targeted also

allowed to dress up completely and for
her, a Moslem, being seen undressed
by men meant a total offence.

»,1 have felt like in Chechen again -
when the Russians pacified our vil-
lage” — said Tukaszew showing the
bruises on his back. Many other
inhabitants of the centre had similar
connotations.
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Poland: Customs Officers in a Dormifory

Tens of masked men with dogs have entered a dormitory in Lodz, Poland. It was a combined action of the customs
officers, border-guard and militia. They have checked IDs of all the foreigners living in the dormitory. Two students,
one from Iraq and one from Jordan, have been arrested and five other students have had to pay 50 zlotys-fines
because they had denied showing their IDs. Officially the action was aimed against drugs and illegal immigrants.
Many students were deeply disgusted after the incident.
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POLAND:
TOMEIX WILKOSZEWSKI -

antifascist since 12 years
imprisoned by the Polish state

It's been over 12 years
since Tomek was impris-
oned. A year ago we hired
a lawyer for him and tried
to release him on proba-
tion, it didn't work out.In
April 2008 there was
another attempt  to
release Tomek on proba-
tion, the prison court
again refused to release
him, saying he is still not
critical of the crime he
1 committed. On the other
| hand, the prison authori-
| ties gave him a really good
| opinion about his behav-
iour in prison, which
makes this case even more absurd.We are still trying to
release Tomek earlier and we are not giving up the
fight.Money for legal help are needed, also we need to
collect money for Tomek's future.

The struggle for his release still goes on.We still collect
money for Tomek to help him in the future.

Please make donations to this bank account:

mBank PL81 1140 2004 0000 3202 3517 7247
Katarzyna Jankowska

BRE Bank S.A. Retail Banking

al. Mickiewicza 10, 90-050 Lodz

BIC/SWIFT BRE Bank: BREXPLPWMUL

SORT CODE- 11402004

Write: ,,for Tomek”

There is also a new bank account created, where you can
donate money for some products that will be sent to
Tomek every month. Please pay the donations here:

87 1090 1506 0000 0000 S001 7923
SWIFT: WBK PP LPP

BANK ZACHODNI WBK SA

RUGOWSKI SLAWOMIRUL.

NIESIOLOWSKIEGO 16 C / 3887-100 TORUN,
POLAND

You can send letters, fanzines, vege food, tapes, CDs.
Write to him (in English preferably) - max. 2 kg.:
Tomasz Wilkoszewski, Zaklad Karnyul, ul. Orzechowa
S, 98-200 Sieradz, POLAND

ABC-POZNAN REFPORTY

The arrest and charges against the partici-
pants of the demonstration against U.S. mis-
sile base in Poland Slupsk, 29-30 March 2008

The Demonstration

On the 29th March a demo against U.S. missile base in
Poland took place in Slupsk (northern Poland). (more
about the demo: www.tarcza.org and www.m29.bzzz.net)

Huge police forces were mobilized before the demo. Few
days before the demonstration, policemen harassed the
demonstration organizers asking about the details of the
protest and were trying to intimidate them.

During the demo itself, where from 500 to 800 people
took part, the police was not offensive. The police units
were not visible, that's why the demonstration was
peaceful. At the square where the hyde-park took place,
there was a big police car with video cameras.

The atmosphere got more tense when part of the activists
(100-200 people) went to the military airport in
Redzikowo, next to Slupsk. Above the anti-militarists a
helicopter appeared and a lot of civil police cars around
them. When the demonstrators finally reached the air-
port, cops with shields pushed the activists away from
the fence. Then they moved to the main gate. The police
that was there used batons and dogs to push the demon-
strators away. But no more serious disrupts took place.
Two activists were arrested and were released after few
hours.

After the protest has ended, at round 5.15 p.m., one of
the activists was stopped in the center of Slupsk and
arrested and fined with 650 zl (around 200 euro). The
reason of this arrest was ,littering and drinking beer in
public”. '

There was a tekno party organized as the afterparty of
the demonstration in ,Keller” pub in the evening. It fin-
ished late at night. Two people who took part in the party
were later recognized as secret cops. The participants of
the party were also photographed by cops in a civil car
parked on the other side of the street. The very same car
was later seen following a group of 25 people who left the
pub and were going to a flat of one of them to sleep. They
got there at around 4.30 a.m.

Police attack

At around 5.40 a.m., cops came to the flat where the 25
people went. They did not agree to let the cops in,
because they didn't have any warrant. When the police
kept on insisting , the owner of the flat went out to the
staircase. During the conversation, he said that one of
the cops can enter the flat to see if everything is ok. The
cops answered ,,What the fuck are you talking about? I'm
the one who decides what is going on!”. He was moved
away from the door, pushed to the floor and handcuffed.
The people who were inside the flat, tried to close the

door, but cops blocked it with a baton. Then they
sprayed pepper spray inside and few policemen rushed
inside the flat.

This is how one of the people inside described the situa-
tion:

,Before 6 a.m. we heard banging at the door, I would like
to emphasize that it was not knocking, it was banging the
door with a fist. The owner of the flat went to the door and
said he can see policemen in the staircase but couldn't tell
how many of them. He came back to the room where most
of the not sleeping people were and told us what he's just
seen. He went out to the staircase, together with a friend
who stood in the door. The cops were aggressive and
were shouting at them using swearwords. At one point,
one policeman knocked the owner of the flat down, the
other friend tried to close the door and as asking the oth-
ers for help. At that point, it actually started to be quite
noisy, because the other people's reaction was loud and
immediate. We were holding the door asking the cops
about the reason of their intervention and asking for
showing their IDs. They replied with tons of swearwords
(,Open the fucking door”, , Shut the fuck up!”, ,You're

fucked!”). The door was slightly open because one of the

cops put a baton in them. We were holding the door for a
while and at one point people started to choke, felt throat
burning, the cops didn't warn us they'd use pepper spray.
The people dispersed. They were choking. I went to the
open window to get some fresh air and then I noticed few
more cops running to the flat. Policemen ran into the flat.
All of us inside sat down. The cops were stamping on peo-
ple still sleeping in their sleeping bags”.

The policemen inside were really violent, beating people
up with batons and pulling people. Most people were still
sleeping in the other room. According to their reports,
one of the cops ran into that room, probably he wanted
to open the window and he fell on of the sleeping people.
The other cops were beating with batons and were sitting
on people's heads. They were handcuffing people who
were still laying on the floor - some of them were later
charged with policeman assault (sicl). The people who
were handcuffed and were trying to stand up were
kicked and pushed and humiliated. If they asked for
loosening the handcuffs, then the reply was insulting
again.

The cops denied to show their IDs. They also didn't say
what the reason of the violent action was. In the begin-
ning they said that the intervention happened due to

,using intoxicating substances”. Then the ,policeman
assault” version appeared. The arrested people heard the
cops' conversation when one of them asked the other
,Why we were actually there?” and the answer was ,The
authorities”.

The official version with the reasons of the arrest was

presented later by the police spokesman. According to
his words, the reason of the intervention was ,violation
of the night calm”, that was disrupting the neighbours.
It is hard to say whether any of the neighbours were
actually disrupted with the loud behaviour of the
activists. The fact, that all of them support, is that most
of the people inside were sleeping during the police inter-
vention. First of all, it supports the version that it could
have been too loud; second of all, it is really weird why
all of the people inside got the fines for violating the
,night calm”. It is also known that there was no audio
equipment inside because the flat was emptied out
before being rented out.

So far, only the spokesman's words support the version
that it was an intervention called by somebody. The cops
perfectly knew where the people from the pub went,
because, as mentioned before, they were followed. The
block of flats, where they stayed is at the so-called police
neighbourhood. In that particular block of flats at least
5 former or still working policemen live. The person who
called the police for intervention (according to the police
version) was a retired police officer. So the excuse for the
intervention was not hard to get.

All of the detained people unequivocally say that there
were several police cars taking part in the action from
the very beginning, including policemen from prevention
unit in bullet proof vests. Is that a standard procedure
after the night calm violation?

At the police station

During the intervention, the activists called an ambu-
lance. One man after being beaten up by the cops was
driven to the hospital, because there was a suspicion of
a broken arm (it finally turned out that his arm was
,only” heavily contused with a police stick).

The other people (23 of them) were driven to the central
Slupsk police station. There, all of them were examined
for alcohol (in spite of the fact the cop spokesman said
most of them were drunk, most of them were actually
sober what confused the other cops) and were put in
cells. They spent there from several up to 30 hours.
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During their stay there, most of their rights were broken,
including:

- for 12 hours, nobody was informed about the reason of

the intervention, the detention protocol was filled after
that time

- the arrested people were not interviewed about the
state of their health, they were not asked if they need

medical help, even though some of them were beaten up
by cops

- in spite of constant asking, they were denied to contact
a lawyer or to inform their families about the arrest

- for dozen or so hours they were denied food or drink

- some of the detained people didn't get mattresses for
the beds

- in some cells the temperature was below 10 cent
degrees because the windows were open (one person
after being released was ill of bronchitis)

- the arrested people were insulted, humiliated,
harassed, mentally tortured

Also at the police staton, cops used physical violence, as
one of the arrested people describes:

»At the police station I was denied to contact my family. I
was not allowed to make a phonecall, we were not
informed about the possibility of making one phonecall.
When one of our friends took his cellphone out, one of the
cops jumped at him and twisted his head, even though he

was handcuffed. I was sitting next to him and I was hit
with a police boot”.

Bush's visit in Poland last year. Those are distinct evi-
dences that the action was planned earlier and also that
the cops are illegally collecting the data about the social-
political movement activists.

The policemen didn't want to minute the testimonies
where the activists were complaining about the violent
police behavior. The cops were trying to force some peo-
ple to sign testimonies that they didn't make. The people

~who denied to testify, were told that they have to do it

because they are not testifying as the accused, but as
witnesses. Apart from that, classical methods of manip-
ulation and lies were used: ,you don't have to say any-
thing, your friend already told us everything”, ,if you
don't sign it, you will stay here longer”. They were dis-
couraged to make complaints about the arrest to the
court, claiming that the procedures take a long time and
they will have to wait for court's anwer in the detention.
Part of the less experienced activists unfortunately suc-
cumbed the manipulations and they signed the fines for
night calm violation even though they claim nothing like
that has happened. The perspective of more hours in the
cold cell was quite scary.

The effects of the brutal intervention

8 people were charged with policeman assault and
insult, they can get up to 3 years of imprisonment for
that. All of them also got police supervision, they are not
allowed to leave the country and have to pay a bail of
300-500 zlotys (100-150 euro).

The other 15 people got fines for violating the night calm.
None of the policemen, who are said to be attacked by
the ,aggressive” activists had even a crumpled uniform.
But at least 3 people (who made forensic examination)
have signs of being beaten up by the police, from a con-
tused elbow to a lot of bruises, abrasions which
appeared because of being hit with police sticks, kicks
and tight handcuffs.

Conclusions

Taking the mentioned facts into consideration, we can
simply and with no doubts claim that the action of the
police in Slupsk was definitely connected with the
demonstration that happened on the 29th of March. It
can be also suspected that it was made because of stricly
political reasons and the aim of it was the criminaliza-

tion of the participants of the ,anti-shield” demonstra-
tion.

Slupsk - a police city?

We can also take a look at the other context of the situ-
ation. Slupsk has a reputation as a police-influenced
city. There's a police academy there, quite a big number
of the city inhabitants are somehow connected with
police structures (family, friends, business contacts).

[t was exactly in Slupsk, where some really odd exam-
ples of ,hiding” the violent police behavior took place
before. For example, in May 2005 one local newspaper
wrote about a municipal police officer who was charged
with murder, and the local prosecutor used only police
supervision to control him. In 2004, the Slupsk police
was really scrupulous with the action against the partic-
ipants of the demonstration against the European
Economical Forum in Warsaw. One local journalist was
harrassed with telephones and followed, because the
cops claimed he was an anti-globalist activist.

We should also mention the most famous ,achievement”
of the Slupsk police: killing a 13-year old boy in 1998 by
a police officer Dariusz Wozniak. As it later turned out,
there were a lot of complaints about the policeman,
because he was said to be very violent. All of them were
either hidden or dismissed. The legendary solidarity of
the Slupsk cops was still working after those facts came
out to daylight. The Trade Union of Police Officers paid
5,000 zlotys bail (around 1,500 euro), and only after 8
years of imprisonment he was released on parole. Today,
he lives in Slupsk and gets a police pension.

Exactly because of this ,solidarity” of cops tragedies like
this take place. That is why the case of the attack, beat-
ing and false charges against the anti-militarist activists
should be seriously treated not only by anarchist of anti-
militarist organizations.

The report was made on the basis of the arrested
activists testimonies, media coverage and our own
observations. |

Anarchist Black Cross Poznan

The arrested activists still need your support, also finan-
cial. We are collecting money for the legal help, the court
cases should start within few months. If you want to
donate some money, here's the bank account:

mBank PL81 1140 2004 0000 3202 3517 7247
Katarzyna Jankowska

BRE Bank S.A. Retail Banking

al. Mickiewicza 10, 90-050 Lodz

BIC/SWIFT: BRE Bank: BREXPLPWMULSORT

ments. Speakers told about different instances of police
abuse and violation of the law. One example was how
police raided a flat in Slupsk after a demonstration at
about 6 AM, beating people and using tear gas. Even
people who were sleeping were arrested. Although police
are supposed to tell people why they are being arrested,
the victims were not told the charges until they had
already been in detention more than 12 hours.

Activists also spoke about a new wave of repression
against foreigners, mentioning the recent raids ona dor-
mitory for foreign students in Lodz and refugee centers
near Warsaw. In the latter case, many people were beat-
en or roughed up for no reason. The situation with pris-
oners was also presented. Recently a scandal broke
when one Romanian guy, who was most probably inno-
cent, was left to die by prison authorities. Since then,
some more cases of such abuse have been exposed.
Activists spoke about the deplorable conditions in prison
and the fact that people are often held in remand pris-
ons even for years before coming to trial.

While the police were heavily guarding this very peaceful
demo, demonstrators pointed out to passers-by how the
police film demonstrators and otherwise harrass them
for no reason. The city adminstration forbid the anar-
chists from having a moving demonstration and even
invented some non-existing conditions to prevent it. The
anarchists spoke a bit about the role of police in society
and handed out leaflets explaining, among other things,
what rights people have in relation to the police. After
about an hour, people were served a nice vegan meal
made by Food Not Bombs.

OUTRAGEOUS CASE

OF ROMANIAN WHO DIED
AFTER PRISON HUNGER
STRIKE

Claudiu Curlic was arrested in Sept. 2007 in Krakow. He
was falsely accused of stealing a wallet. The theft has
occured a few months earlier but police had a descrip-
tion of the thieve; the pickpocket's victim turned out to
| be a judge.
 The prob-
lem is that
Claudiu, a
Romanian
cYytrgen

. - : s who's fami-
Interrogations CODE- 11402004, Write "for Slupsk ’ ly is in Italy
As mentioned before,the detained people were interro- ® and girl-
gated dozen or so hours after being arrested, the deten- ™ friend in
tion protocols were also filled at that time (those proce- POLAND: Krakow,

dures should legally take place immediately after the
actual arrest). The arrested people were asked about the
details of the anti-US shield demonstration, about the
clothes they were wearing at the demo etc. What is more,
one of the arrested activists from Poznan saw documents
including all data about identity control made during
other demonstrations. She was also asked about her
participation in the demonstration against the European
Economic Forum in 2004 (sic!). One of the activists was

also asked if he took part in the demo against George

A NARCHIST
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A NARCHIST

ACTION AGAINST
POLICE BRUTALITY IN LODZ

About 80 people took part in a protest against police
brutality in Lodz on April 26. The protest was organized
by the local group of the Anarchist Federation. The
demonstrators wanted to call attention to the problem of
police violence and abuse of power by the police with the
aim of controlling people and repressing social move-
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wasn't any-
| where near
| Krakow on
the date of
the theft. He was on a bus on his way to Italy.

Curlic told the police that he couldn't have been the thief
since he was on the bus. He gave details of the bus com-
pany's name. The police contacted the company and
asked if it was true that he got on the bus to Italy the day
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before the crime. The bus company answered YES.
Despite this, Curlic was held in jail.

Curlic demanded that the police get a copy of the ticket
and attach it to his case file. When they didn't, he went
on hunger strike. He died on Jan. 18, FOUR MONTHS
INTO THE STIKE.

[t seems quite outrageous, but the authorities must have
been trying to cover the whole thing up. It is not clear
how the information got out, but last week the press got
hold of the story. This week, the weekly paper Tygodnik
Powszechny published the findings of their investigation.
They talked to the prison doctor and people at the bus
company.

As it turns out, after the bus company answered the
police inquiry, there was no follow-up questions or visit
to them. Surely they had no way of imagining what situ-
ation Claudiu was in. The weekly paper spoke to the
woman who was working on the bus that day. She nor-
mally worked on the bus to Italy and says that she
remembered Claudiu as having travelled numerous
times on that route. The names of the passengers are on
the tickets and the bus company circles the names of the
passengers when they get on - and they had the list. The
woman remembered seeing him and even remembered
he was the only passenger from Krakow that night. By
the look of it, he was most likely on the bus, far away
from Poland when the incident occured.

What's worse is that the prison authorities apparently
didn't care that the guy was on a hunger strike! Four
months is an extremely long time to be on a strike. He
was brought into the prison doctor, not one month, not
two months -into the strike, but ONE WEEK before he
died. But even then, the doctor was not allowed by the
authorities to transfer him into a hospital. It looks like
the authorities intended to see the guy die - but in the
end, didn't want to have any investigation, so they let
him out and brought him to the hospital just right before
he died. By that time he was already way beyond saying.

Amazingly, the prison authorities claimed that it was his
own choice to die.

ST.PETERSBURG:
THE TRIAL AGAINST
ANTIFASCISTS IS FINISHED!?

On the 8th of May 2008 the Leninskiy district court sen-
tenced 6 antifascists who took part in attacking the
meeting organised by the Movement Against Illegal
Immigration (DPNI) on Pionerskaya square in
St.Petersburg in September 2006.

The antifascists were accused of hooliganism (article
213, part 2 of Russian criminal code). The main person
accused, for whom the prosecutor demanded 6 years(!) of
prison sentence, and 2 of his comrades got 1 year of sus-
pended sentence each. 2 other accused got 6 months of
suspended sentence and the sixth was sentenced to 6
months of public works (also suspended).

The picket on the 17th of September 2006 was devoted
to the events in Kondopoga town in Karelia in which the
DPNI took active part in escalating an ethnic conflict.
After that, a criminal case against DPNI leader A. Potkin
(Belov) was started - the authorities accused him of incit-
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ing national hatred. DPNI is one of the largest national-
ist organisations in Russia. They pretend to be a
respectable civil movement using only constitutional
methods of political struggle, but in fact the DPNI often
promotes xenophobic views and intolerance. The DPNI is
also known for its connections to criminal neonazi
groups which are responsible for murders of foreigners
and of Timur Kacharava, an antifascist student of
Petersburg State University.

Antifascists decided to oppose the nazis, they were not
going to tolerate nazis who rage on the streets of
Petersburg and spread their ideas. Notwithstanding
what the nazis and the press claimed, the attackers
didn't use knives, they were not going to kill or serious-
ly injure anybody. At the same time, it turned out that
the 'peaceful' nationalists at the meeting had knifes and
even a cleaver which they used to defend themselves.
The aim of the attack was to disrupt the meeting, to
disperse the nationalists - and that aim was reached.

We are sure that it is impossible to stop neonazis by
nonviolent methods only at times when hundreds of
people become their victims. At the same time we real-
ize that opposing nazis needs not only violence as a
response, but also articles in the press unmasking their
lies, educational programs, graffiti, peaceful street
actions, etc. All the history of the antifascist movement
shows that it can be successful only when it uses dif-
ferent tactics of resistance, including outright physical
confrontation.

Antifascist information group
e-mail: antifa_spb@riseup.net
mobile: +7 981 7452556

RUSSIA:
ANARCHIST BILACK CROSS
MOSCOW CREW IS MAKING
A BENEFIT COMPILATION

Proceedings of which will go to help political prisoners.
If you have a song against prisons, their system,
repressions and so on then you can send it to us in
.wav format to the following address:
abc.msc@gmail.com. We '

also need the text and its *
translation to Russian (or

English) if the song is not i1n
Russian. Besides we would be
very grateful if you inform us
about other performers who have
songs of similar subjects so that

we could cntact them if they can't
read this message.

Thanks for your support
and solidarity!

Anarchist Black Cross of
Moscow-crew
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Following document was written on the last day of the confrontation between the anarchists and the

Romanian state in Bucharest during the MITO-summit there. It is important to stress the fact that it was
 written together by some Romanians as well as some international anarchtsts (AbolishingBB)

Communigue from Bucharest /;\\
=. The Common Voice of the Anarchists and Anti- <;s c)m—

Militarists who gathered in Bucharest in
April 2008 to Protest against the NATO Summit

gendarmerie (the military police)
brutally stormed the space that
activists were using as an

accommodation, gathering

As long as there are wars, as well as the repression to an extreme grade.
systems and organizations that At the same time people from other
support militarization, murder, and countries were being repressed when
profit-making from

conflicts, there will T and events’ place. This
always be movements legally rented place was
protesting against them. raided without any

~warning. The aggression
had no legal backing. The
gendarmerie behaved
brutally, both physically

Nowadays NATO is the
most influential military
alliance in the world.
That’s why wherever the

NATO summit takes (kicking, hitting and using
place there will be people gas) and mentally
resisting it. Bucharest 1is (shouting homo-,

e e

not an exception.

In spite Of! ;2 the
intoxication by media
and governmental
repressions which had
already started months

xenophobic and racist
insults). Most of the people
were hit and a few of them
got injured. This was a
. desperate, but
*unsuccessful attempt on

before the summit, behalf of the Romanian

hundreds of antl- : " state to stop the protest
militarists both, Romanlan and tryl“ g 1e Romanian b rder. activities.

international, gathered'in the capltal Many of th - r”iter;_ﬁa What happened after this 1n01dent

city, Bucharest. - Rorﬁania wit
The mainstream medias bombarded bemg %vet% In the days"”*"before the nc

the Romamanﬁ_zpeople with an image of s_t}mmlta \4 actlwsts  were stopped;?:?_; _. £§aghon The [1

the antt-mll_ arist d hasr, ssed byu.the policesbut 't thlS “Temained free to e_ther ‘with several
terrorists, hooligans an pohce Qresence also af : ,__;';;]:”“ed human rlghts---* ‘organizations and
the common people, _ g ool - T G g lawyers initiated some
were only coming to spo%ntaneous anti-
destroy the city. This was repression marches and

all absurd and obwously Lo pickets in front of the
fabricated as most of the — : pohce stations. In many
massmedia have never ' |Ea* " ] ' s " countries solidarity
bothered to get any == ~ }actlons took place, like
information from the " demonstrations in front of

A ’; _
o 1 A

protestants’ side. Romanian embassies.
onths  before the Facing this kind of
summit the local reaction, the Romanian

authorities also tried
their best to intimidate
anyone who might take
part in the protests.
People from different
parts of Romania were
being watched, received o
phone calls and visits

from various law authorities. This is the common CltlZCI"I.S in many ways.
already a common practice so the The pitch of the repression took
authorities have recently intensified place on the 2nd Apnl 2008 when the

state was forced to weaken
their stance. Ten hours
later all activists were been
released and the activists’
space was reclaimed.

Even if the full trust in
the honest intentions of the
massmedia wasn’t
restored, it was clear that at that
moment they took a serious step
towards presenting the real intentions
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= Bucharest

. of the international anti-militarism

movement.

It is important tounderline the fact
that the actions and protests in
had both local and
international participants, as
militarism is not only a local problem.
This movement has no masters or
leaders, so no single person or group
can be blamed or take credit for
organizing the protests. In particular,
it is important to emphasize that the
attention of the international
movement will focus on the
developments in Romania after the
summit. The Romanian authorities
should know that any further
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attempts of repression against
Romanian anti-militarists won’t be
left without any strong reaction from
the international community.
Solidarity has grown because of our
experience in Bucharest.

To conclude, despite the massive
repression, anti-militarists have
managed to conduct a number of
public events and have recognized
that many inhabitants of Bucharest
sympathize with anti-militarist ideas -
they were greeting us at every step.
For us this is a clear sign that there is
no consensus within the Romanian
society on topics like NATO,
militarism or even the state

interventions in social relations. In
fact many people have negative or at
least critical attitude towards it. One
could ask: if so many Romanian
people are critical, why didn’t they go
on the streets to express their
opinions? The answer is clear: The
state created an atmosphere of fear
and terror which reminded the
Romanian citizens of the times before
December 1989.

In Bucharest we have shown that
no matter how restrictive the
repressions are, it will never stop our
resistance.

They can break our bones, but not our ideas!
Anti-military protests will continue!

“SOLIDARITY IS A WEAPON?” is still written with red paint on the walls of the hall.
The owner asked us to cover it with white paint. We refused to do it. In the rental
contract it’s written that any changes that are made to the location will become
the property of the owner after the contract’s availability ends. This is our pres-

ent for him and for those that will follow™

Democmcy éy e Fist

“A democracy which makes or
even effectively prepares for
modern, scientific war must
necessanly cease to be demo-

well prepared for _modern’ war
unless 1t SEL governed by a

bureaucracy

About 2 weeks before Bucharest
was supposed to host the NATO
summit, clouds of chaos started to
cover the capital of Romaniay The

N
mass media was publishing loads

of articles announcing that the_

rrrrr

anarchists will come to Bucharest "
in order to threaten the national
security, but at the same time
announcing that they are pre-
pared to intervene by force for
stopping any attempt of NATO
criticism. Young activists’ names
were made public as a measure of
intimidation. It was the rise of the
repression...

On the 20tB of March 6 germans

‘?“"j

the custody o :q_,-,e border pohce and

e

o
.

the right of free movement for the
were stopped at the border, kept in European citizens. The request was

ally refused to answer most of the

"j"

1g'nored and is still pending. During
the next days a lot of foreigners were
being stopped by the Romanian bor-
der police and turned back.
Meanwhile the University of
Bucharest organized a public debate
on which some Romanian NATO rep-
resentatives were invited. They basi-

ﬁden ,_:,___ahty of 1nformat10n At the

same time, they managed to raise the
general dlscontent by making allega-
18 like “Islam is dangerous because

ists...it’s somehow in their nature
to adhere to fundamentalism”. The
spirits were calmed down by the
former dean of the university that
1ntervened by saying: “Because we
are iteaching sociology here, we
can’t accept such radical state-
ments and generalizations”. The
guests answer was “You stick to
your opinion and I stick to mine”.
For most of the students it was the
first time when they realized how
and by whom NATO is being rep-
resented in Romania. Just one day
after the debate, Romanians found
out that their contribution to
NATO is 700 euros/citizen.

Since the beginning of February

the citizens of Bucharest were

informed that they will have 3 days off
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from work or school and were encour-
aged to leave the city during the sum-
mit. The municipality started to clean
the streets, plant trees and flowers
and block sectors of the main roads.

/. ,s'ﬁ?'ﬁ?? e

spanish activists were preparing a
series of workshops, film screenings
and discussions in a hall that they
rented with the purpose of organizing
public cultural events that would offer

The public opinion’s response was “If an alternative-critical view over the

they send us on holiday, they should
also give us the money for this” or “It’s
nice that they are cleaning the city and
planting flowers for Bush’s arrival. He
will see an artificial environment creat-
ed just for his short visit without
understanding anything about this
country. Hopefully he won’t stick too
much in Romania and we will have the
entire spring to enjoy the flowers and
trees.”

A few days before the summit, a 20
years old student was run over by a
car because of the police’s interven-
tion in controlling the traffic for the
prime minister’s convoy. The police
officers did not give her first aid and
left her lying on the street while con-
tinuing to monitor the traffic. Because
of the blocked roads the ambulance

“arrived too late and the young girl

died. The humanity of the police offi-
cers was not questioned and the case
was qualified as an accident. No one
was declared responsible. A lot of citi-
zens from Bucharest accused the
Romanian authorities for ;«»creatmg
chaos on the streets and, for endan-
gering the security of the people. In
response the authorlt1es announced
that during the sumrmt no one is

allowed to carry any obJects blggerﬂ__

than a 2 liter plastlc bottle onsthe
ity ofathe “Zero

lateral damage might take place. The
“zero zone” included sorne of the most
populated public spaces (squares,

roads, bus stops, etc.) in Bgcharest

The Second Wave of
Repression

“Democracy don’t rule the
world, You’d better get that in
your head; This world is ruled
by violence, But I guess that’s
better left unsaid”

Bob Dylan

Just 2 days before the NATO sum-
mit, about 60 romanian, german,
canadian, swiss, czech, polish and

tsecunty measures as

existence, mission and expansion of
NATO.

The police were arbitrarily picking
them up from the street and kept
them in custody for investigations for
5-7 hours. The people got used to this
abuse that was always invoked in the
name of national security and ‘legiti-
mate’ suspicion. None of them was
accused of anything and after being
identified, interrogated and carefully
searched they were being released.
People that were spreading flyers
announcing the events that were
about to take pl were also kept in
custody by the police for 6 hours,
together with th 'fé:’f*joumahst that was
accompanying, :

"

day in th
police sta
tion  fori"'|§

wving a s case,
wa1t1ng for som |

corne, etcy Lot%of others were kept in
pohce custody W1thout bemg given
any stu: ,:_;g_1dmreasons at all. s“
@%maof it Hes mdlwdual was
being thre’atencd by*‘ythe authorities’

abuse on the;street as.{,__.éwell as in the1r
ot S ’ Al "::::"‘":5'*&"'

G g

accordrng to Wthh they are allowed to
detain any person f;ﬁf’zé} hours with-
out giving any reasons for it.

Despite the ﬁ%bhdgdlscontent with
the situation, nothin
Hearing that one of 3
the custody of the! police started to
sound as normal ﬁs drinking a glass
of water is. No motivations, no accu-
sations, no nothing. Just pure abuse
in the name of the national security.
Some of the people were set free from
the police custody when they started
calling the greedy tabloids. Still, with

or without mass-media...people were

i Noﬁ-f None of the people from inside or out-

vell as the law
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continuously being picked up from
the streets and investigated.

One day before the summit the
alternative space for workshops and
discussions was made public through
the flyers that some people managed
to spread before being taken by the

police, as well as on some internet .

pages (e.g.: romania.indymedia) and
in a mainstream newspaper. Everyone

-was invited to attend the activities

that some people prepared and
announced.

“It was a bright cold day in

April, and the clocks were strik-
ing thirteen”.

George Orwell,

“19847”, first sentence

On the 209 of April during the #

morning meeting in the public hall, a
few policemen came to inspect the
place. They announced the people
there that the owner of the place
called the police because of being
aggressed by 4 people that might be in
the room.
Meanwhile
other peo-
ple that
came to the
place were
denied
"l By R0 b
inside. No
one under-
stood any-
thing as the
PR ETRES
~Sseemed to
 coming
J—— nowhere.

side abused tﬁe owner and he did not
bother to come looking for the poten-
tial aggressor. The situation was con-
fusing for all those present and it soon
became dramatlc when tens of riot
police or anti-terrorist assault teams
cameirunning from around the corner
and’ started shouting, pushing people

1,;that were outside, while others were

running inside the courtyard. They
brutally pushed people from near the
courtyard entrance and immobilized a
few others that were close to the door.

[ was one of the few that were on the
outside of the fence and were denied
access inside. We tried calling our
friends from inside and we heard
screams and shouts. No one knew
what was happening...but by looking
at the riot police equipped with bullet-
proof armour, truncheons, helmets,
masks and even Kalashnikov
weapons we started fearing for what
was about to happen.

After a few minutes we could not




i

2 Sl -_ |

-~
s
4y

- that some were in a quite criti-

- was interrupted. We couldn’t

7 contact anyone from inside. We were

kept on the opposite sidewalk by tens
of police officers, while from near the
door the secret services were filming
us. After an hour the first riot police
truck came out the gate while tens of
voices from outside were shouting
“Libertate!” (freedom). We did not
know if our friends were in there, but
later they said that the only good
thing for them was hearing us.
After 3 of these trucks left the
courtyard, a friend called saying
they were at police station 11.
He said that he was ok, but that
they had beaten them up and

cal condition. The conversation

contact each other again. Later
we found out that they were not
allowed to talk on the phone.
The riot police entered the
room and put them with the
face: to. . the ..ground. They
sprayed pepper gas inside and
tied the people with plastic handcuffs.

Some of them asked to loose the ties _
and the response that the ‘law’s pro

tectors’ gave was in the form of bog ots,
fits and truncheons in the hea__.
backs of the people. r

“I was with the face do n on the
ground, having to breathe the dust of
the floor mixed with peppgi gas. I just
heard screams of pain from my
friends, but I could no; move to see
who is being beaten up.

After that they were |
the room and pushed in
trucks. A girl broke '}
being pushed inside.

“While being taken to the police sta-
tion they threatened that if we say a
word they would kill us and.throw us
out of the window. They threatened us
all the way. We couldn’t moveiat all
and we could not react in cmy%“j ay
when hearing you shouting <hb%n;,

tate>. But it was the first time when I

felt that there is still hope for some-
thing”.

After a few hours since it all started
we decided to go to police station 11
where some of our friends were.
Others were in different police sta-
tions, but no one knew in which ones.
We were about 50 people together
with the media. After leaving the
place, they arrested 4 other friends of
ours that were behind and were not
on sight.

When arriving at the police station
we were not allowed to get in the
courtyard, but after peacefully forcing
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the gate we found ourselves in front of
a few riot police that did not let us get

" inside the building. We waited outside

for our friends to be released.
Meanwhile we improvised some ban-
ners on which it said “is this how
democracy looks like?”, “we want an
answerl!!!”, “free them!!!”, “freedom of

speech”, “the police and the military
The same slo-

are against the people”.

M .;.3' anwhile
L, was

L apincclie o i

o« S

"-.,_,'ﬂas “him and
l.. The police’s

Human nght
put pressure on 1€ |
the people...we .*#- em coming out
one by one. Our fr Bend was disfig-

ured...almost imp 0 :s1ble to recognize
-' e asked for med-

him. He said that
ical assistance, bui_;_ did not receive. He
was released 8 hours after being beat-
en up. After hugging him [ felt the
pepper spray on my face...7 hours
after they put it into his.

While waiting for them to be
released, other friends came from

was hungry and,
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police stations 11 and 23. They had
also been released and came to join all
the others, until all would be freed.

Section 10 was our last stop. When
we got there we found out that only
one person was still inside and that
he was identified as being the aggres-
sor of the hall’s owner. Shortly after
the lawyer intervened he was also
released.

None of the 50 people that
were beaten up and detained by
the police did receive any
charges. The final declaration of
the police was that the interven-
tion was dictated by the fact
that the owner was aggressed,
but none of the people they
detained and abused seemed to
be the aggressor.

The conclusion of the day was
that people were asked to
believe that over 100 police and
riot police officers were forced to
intervene brutally when the
owner of a hall called saying
that 4 people pushed him in a street

,thout any food or water for 8-
10 hours was proved guilty of any-
thing. Whos going to answer for this

gorillas to beat up people for no rea-
son??? And why???
__:_I.::After all were released we started

warc é"ﬁ%
ey B
,

“an electnc1ty pillar. We on it and

laughed. Everyone was exhausted,
but at least everybody was free!
Everything needed to be reorganized
and reconsxdered

The totahtanan regime showed its
ugly face again. The public opinion
was h‘ornﬁed by the incident, saying
that in 1989 people died for democra-

| cy .but as we all see, nothing had

changed.

“ People died for nothing...and we
are all living a big lie”, someone said.

Our state is ruled by stupidity and
incompetence, with the support of the
misinforming corrupt media, and the
gorilla arm of the masked robots
trained to respect orders coming from
their masters of puppets.

It’s all true. It’s all real. Nothing
here is fake. Nothing you see on
this show is fake. It’s merely
controlled.

Truman Show

s RO e O R e e e A e

S T ———

Dear government...with all your
ministeries and masked servants,
with all your secret services and
media support...with all your lies and
manipulative set-ups...You will not
defeat the people. You terrorize them,
abuse them, misinforme them, threat-
en them, reduce them to the limit of
physical and psychological sur-
vival...using their money to establish
and maintain these structures of ter-
ror... We have too many questions for
which we never receive any answers!!!
And we continue to be forced to
become part of things that we would
like to fight against...while people die
and wars are being perpetrated all
over the world in our name and with
our money!!!!!!11IT What happened to
the freedom that we thought we
have??? We clearly see that it was all
just a big illusion.

You never had a camera in my
head

Truman Show

president and the prime minister, had
' idec that

f:ee/ﬁs-
tions of

infrastructure in order t
ten to the phone conver
all their clients.

A few days before anct
incident our moblle phone

or 1nterrupted. CW |
conversations were being
cepted, but having nothing to
hide we did not panic. t was just
very annoying to know it
being listened to non-sto‘ff

At the same time we were

were following us around the city

asked them why they were doing 1
and they said “Everyone has to make |

a living for himself...you make yours,
[ make mine.” Nothing more...nothing
less. They were breathing in our
backs for a week and the only thing
that we did not understand was why
they were so many after just a few
people that did not do any direct
action that would raise their suspi-
cion. They were not trying to hide and
what seemed to be a joke at first, had
soon transformed into a saga of terror
and intimidation.

Every night we had secret service
civilians and cars- escorting us every-
where we went, while our phones were

i e e s e L s .- T e g

On the 251 of march the Romaman?'iﬁ Y oung PCOP:

hardly functioning. We had 18 years
old kids that were infiltrated in order
not to create suspicion by reason of
age or looks. At the same time we
found out that someone we called
“friend” for almost a year, was most
probably an informer for the intelli-
gence services. A few days after the
summit ended we confronted him, but
he denied everything. The evidence
that we have against him is indis-
putable.

Until I'd seen all that, I couldn
have imagined how the intelligence
services operate. How stupid or how
intelligent they are. I still don’t know
which one is right? Their intimidation
functioned to some point, because
after getting used to it, we even
allowed their un rcover informers to
attend our meetir , discussions and
actions. 2

In the end..

| lost their time...

biggest amoun
Europe the |

iomeless people in
nanian L, authorltles

ligence se

_. '”'they oper-
ate...they be at of 1ocent people
while the others ai

nd protected by

g

[o%s rrupt arms of
g andslﬁgk

b

:"-'on s
ng pald from the
they are hired to
abuse. It is h':_! st unbelievable!”a
man on the stréet declared, when
being interviewed ng a journalist.
“Human history begins with
man’s act of disobedience which
is at the very same time the
beginning of his freedom and
development of his reason.”
Erich Fromm

being left alone wﬁ

A lot of people realized that democ-
racy and freedom are just abstract
concepts without
NATO, an alliance that is supposed to
safeguard our countries, created
chaos and messed up our lives. It has
been doing so for years, long before
Romania officially joined the team.

Our leaders kiss the stinky asses of -

all possible alliances and unions with-
out offering any impartial, not to say
critical, view on this. And when 50
people gather to organize a critical
discussion, they are beaten up,
detained, accused of terrorism, terror-

ized, threatened and followed in order
to be put to silence! But it is not so -

easy, because even if in this life we
have a lot of things that we lose every-
day...our freedom of mind and con-

sciousness as well as our ideas will -

not be abolished by the totalitarian
fist of this so called “democracy”.

On the 3T of April, a first NGO
pressed charges on the Romanian
police and anti terrorist assault teams
(riot police) for making use of unjusti-

g ‘s fied brutality against people that had
“-eaceful behaviors and intentions. All

%" detained by the police will write

sign a declaration describing the
that they had gone
th. 10 out of 50 people that
detained pressed charges
‘the police on grounds of
ified use of physical and
iolence, and the other 40
"""" events  took
'ch for escortlng

 thesa HUS --and a protest in front
f the Czech ernbassy for accept-

to be beateﬂ up again. Fortunately it
did not happen...

in red; letters “You can break our
bonest?g ‘but you will not destroy our
ideas.”

“The only way to comprehend
what mathematicians mean by
Infinity is to contemplate the
extent of human stupidity.”
Voltaire

Few days after the incident the
Romanian riot police made its official
statement admitting that they had
beaten up some people that wanted to
fight with them and that their brutal
actions were coordinated as a self
defense measure.

The public opinion’s voice accused
them of lying and made fun of them
by saying that no sane person would
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actions in Europe. I remember I felt like a student into a
think & action school, but still, what you see there and all
the information you got from international people cannot

the “April Bucharest” when the media made new reports
mention the actions of our group, actions like Food not
Bombs, clothes collecting, concerts, Critical mass,
alternative cinema, and not in the last the “Ateneu” action
- were we put on the stage, with a great artist like Benoit
Vitse (the director of Ateneu Tatarasi), piece like “Passport”
in which Benoit speaks about the abuse of police power at
the borders, the later “Lorca” a strong speech against

Access to Justice, Article 23
Individual Freedom, Article 24 Right
to legal counsel, Article 25 Freedom of
movement, Article 29 Freedom of con-
science, Article 30 Freedom of expres-
sion, Article 39 Freedom of assem-
bly, Article 40 Right of association,
plus a series of other civil rights.

that the authorities have deliberately
violated.

Some NGO’s have already pressed
charges against the riot police for
making false statements

when they are pointing a Kalashnikov
to his face after previously putting
pepper gas in his eyes.

Their second statement said that
the people were self-chastising in
front of their eyes by beating their
heads on the walls and beating

e P ..._\f;.':
= m—" "“;...____,. of & 11
-

yourself and you experience everything and at this point
you can act different (...)

Talking about the mood and the consciousness of lower -
classes... hmm...this ‘lower class’ as referred to the

in the

h eFe 9 1t
Militarism:. = —-

their fists in their faces themselves. “Solidarity is a weapon” is still fascism, “Mady baby Edu” western people means Something different in
The media mockery was even fun- written with red paint on the walls about immigration... those eastern countries, at least in Romania. In
nier when a journalist asked the of the hall. The owner asked us to people, the common people, short words', .everybody can see the derapajes
™ riot police to tell him how come they cover it with white paint. We refused understood more and between poht1cs of the virest and east. The.e.ast
> did not intervene in order to stop to do it. In the rental contract it’s therefore... started to show being sometimes more into American politics,

solidarity with. Yes of course
at a very small level but even
like this... huge difference then
before.

Ana Plotnik: I would say that
the Romanian society would
better be described as being
qu1te resagned with the lack of

and the west — not that it is totally against
American politics, but more interested into the
European master plan, and this is linked to
social values also. This ‘eastern love’ for
Americans makes big changes into social
behaviour. As you find lower class people
~ being: ultra liberal, even they cannot ‘compete
and win in the free market’, hard line

the people from torturing them-
selves. At the same time, they asked
to see the video footage from the
intervention that the riot police are
- suppose to have according to the
=~ law. “This time we did not film any-
thing” their spokesmen said.

written that any changes that are
made to the location will become the
property of the owner after the con-
tract’s availability ends. This is our
present for him and for those that
will follow.

Every one of us realizes that the
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The conclusion is that when they
will be asked to come to court and
justify the abuse they've made there
would probably be no evidence to sup-
port their false statements, while the
people that pressed charges will pres-
ent a series of declarations, pictures,
medical certificates and a list of arti-
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cles from the Romanian Const1tut10n;:f:~a--f*;
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chances for winning such a fight
against the Romanian authorities
might be a lost cause. But there is no
other way except from trying to fight
for social justice and for a different
world!!!! Everyone should understand
that for some people this is a way of
_ living rather than a marginal occur-
‘rence.

e
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“Anarchists ideas are effectively combined with the social will for
change, where the people are not poisoned with national cult and the
culture of alienation; but we can’t know where to find these people
so let’s blast our ideas among the whole of society”

Inferview with Various Romanian Anarchisis about much
more Than just the An 7‘/-/\/470-54//77/77/7‘ " Bacﬁdre.s'f

-:-:'-'. ": \\\

interview e

Here comes probablythelonge'_

have ever printed in over six years of publishing our journal.

But we strongly believe that it is worth to give Romanian anarchists enough space to present and explain
the realities in which they are trying to conduct their struggles. .

Interview was made shortly after the NATO-summit in Bucharest about which you can find some reports n
this issue. The events during the summit themselves, are not exactly the focus of this interview. The idea
was rather to use this specific momentum of anarchists’ structures mobilization in Romania in order to take
a closer look at the situation they are ﬁnding themselves in on a daily basis while building the local

. anarchist movement.

After many complications, finally (only) one member of ABB-collective managed to reach the capital of
Romania in the beginning of April. Direct participation in Bucharest events helped to build the interview
based on the personal experience and direct observation of the circumstances.

The decision of addressing the questions to more than one Romanian activist was conscious, with the idea

believe us - we would like to ask our Romanian comrades twice as many questions... Especially because in

the past we have not always been able to report from this region SO directly

AbolishingBB

organizing themselves
dissatisfaction. .,"”'
The same thing is happening regardlng the poﬁ_':

context and the leaders that are leadmg the countr,

that are so promoted and so “valued” at |

presented as a very posmve asset that all Clﬁ

having around the world.

Romania’s membership in NATO and UE W a3 &

were! opp031te to us. hey defended us_ stating that NATO

In Romania there is'no media (except forind;_ nedia ,,.._......_.become diverse,

t | consumers who don’t save a penny, conservatory,
73-.;‘;s;_‘f_hom0phobic and sexist. But this is not a rule. So if you
~wanted to ask about ‘us’ and our presumptive supporters,

1 think we fit more to students — which some could say
they are bourgeois somehow and even to the middle class
Wthh sornetunes is soc1al So as you can see everything is

-------

So in this case, you can assume that my answer about
the common people’ it 1s about that part of soc1ety who

d“‘ﬁ'-*_%_f

IS

g.]ewmh run orgamsatlon, that NAT O iis,an anti-
welrd at that_b_:\tlme to be defended by people from anti-
sermtlc-natlonahst background

Later as the summlt came and go, the supporting people
like students, old people, school and

which is being read by only a very limited nunlﬁegréj of 1in1ver31t}r teachers and artists, and even the simply and

people) that is free from any political 1nterest EE ="
(in the way of belonging to a political party
member or sympathizer) when presenting a’
certain type of information. %

Considering this context I would say that
common people look at things like NATO or EU
without understanding the 1mpllcat10ns that
they have upon their lives. In this case€jito call
against militarization in Romania, means* o
call against the system as a whole and to = 5
assume being associated with acts of terrorism by a maSs
media which is under the direct command of higher state
authorities.

“Romania is not used to hear
a critical voice that speaks
against things that are so

promoted and so “valued” at
the moment”

o . not exactly political
simple working people,
more close to our
opinions than the first
wave ‘supporters’. And
if it comes to how do
they look to this kind
of calls, hmm, I think
most of them don’t

i - know how to react with
}th.ls stuff. As it was a new thing to create a structure of
____I.re81stance [ think for the people it was new to start to get

"%‘; Eg’iﬁfﬁ;feeds from this area.

Bogdan C: Definitely it was, and it still is a new challenge%fs???}
for everybody here. I'm talking more from the perspectlvea;%ABB Yes, according to my observations, during some
of a young person living in Iasi. Living here had nothing to’ "actions in Bucharest it came out that many

ABB: The protests against the NATO-summit in .i'organlsatlon so calling against it is calling against peace
‘itself. The mood, I like this word, of the lower classes here

Bucharest were for sure a new challenge for your
movement and possibly some things became even

clearer afterwards as they seemed to be before. Let’s
start with the mood and consciousness of the lower
classes people in Romania - what does it mean to call
against NATO and militarization in Romania? How do
the common people look at these things?

Bogdan Palie: NATO is seen as a “maintaining peace”

in Romania is very much the mood of the mainstream
media. If at the beginning of the mediatic storm against
the anti-Nato movement, when the media announced that
“Ateneu is the nest of an anarchist groups” for example-
with the mention that the Ateneu is the theatre here in Iasi
were a lot of activists work together - those people were
totally against the “young troublemakers”. But later, after

rnal-from-Easiorn: fﬂf'oﬁe o S At R T

do with this politics we are into now, maybe just some =

people into "30s. So we got no clue about how things work
from the perspective of autonomous movements. And to
clarify the context, in lasi were born some important
fascist legions, so it has a past into extreme right
extremism so it seems that we rise into a ‘holy’ land, but
things changed. Some of us went to mobilisations and

R e . S T e e T
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' inhabitants of Bucharest has much more sympathy to
the young anarchists, even if they were reduced by
media to the level of terrorists and hooligans, as to
the state forces. One is hearing so much about
Romanian society being deeply poisoned through
dozens of years living in authoritarian political
conditions and than suddenly one see common
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7 workers greeting “anarchist terrorists and hooligans”

on every step in Bucharest. Have you made the same
experience at these days in Bucharest and what
would you say us on this issue in general?

Bogdan P: Well, I have seen workers saluting terrorists,
yes!

Ana: | consider this as being a tricky question. As I said
before, my general impression is .that Romanians are not

- used to organize themselves and raise their voices if they
- are not satisfied with a certain situation of whatever kind.

Street actions (ex: demonstrations) are rarely happening in
Bucharest and of
that when

participants as like
some animals in the
zoo. | think that deep
they might
appreciate the fact
that a few young
people are going on
the street to say their
point of view on
something, but from
here to supporting or
joining them is a big step which is rarely /neve
made

“~ARAliching. Tho aridore. 1 enm Kol
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“We’ve been told that these
young people are a danger to
our society, but looking at
how they have been treated
for no reason it makes me
thing that maybe the danger
comes from somewhere else”

- elderly woman on the
streets of Bucharest

psychological reaction which may have 2 directions. One,
that is their image of ‘youth & rebel’ that gets to many
people — even to conservative ones as for one moment they
link with their ideal of freedom, justice and all that wild
‘youthphylia’. Secondly, I think also from the position of
witnessing some violence against us. The state made us
victims, and as the people did not react in a direct way, at
least they transpose their feelings somehow. Of course this
is a subject to argue but I think this people’s reaction is a
mixture of this aspects.

ABB: Finally, one has to admit, that for
various reasons, the anti-NATO-protest
could not really take place in Bucharest. It
would be probably very [frustrating
conclusion if not the fact, that focus of the
protests which has been beforehand strictly
anti-militaristic has turned into the
confrontation between little anarchist/anti-
militaristic movement and the state (with
whole its intelligence and more or less
secret, police forces) in which confrontation
each side was making its best in order to de-
legitimised existence of the other one. Such
surprised turn of the focus of the events can
be seen as very positive for local anarchist
movement in long terms perspective. Confrontation
was taking place on the eyes of the whole society, so
each statement or the act of anarchists in these days
has been so widely sresented and reflected in the

1nformat10n that is being prov1ded to them. The secod pul;lic opinion as probably never ever before. This is

only when something affects them directly -
never think of going on the street for an 1de_a“”"’"--- or

’ft eyes of the:whole,'i'-‘i?'-ﬁ'fw,:

explanatron he; as ced i 1f I personally feelgff 1scn

have to face t 3111 ves
was “And why are you here.tt % 15, nQg ey
your problem!” .. %

The second example% comes from 2007
when after Romania Jomed the EU and all ¢
sort of anti- d1scr1m1natlon campaigns were |
being promoted. During the demonstration a
reporter asked a woman ongthe street what
she thinks about this action: tShe answered
“It's a good thing that they are against
discrimination”. Then the reporter: asked her
opinion about gay and rroma people Her
answer was “the gay people are mentally
disturbed and I am sick of all the rromaw
people that I have to meet every day.”

more
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These are my 2 concrete examples that could say a lot
about how a lot of people in Romania think. And this 1s
because they are not informed or misinformed. Th%

receive notions like (NATO- good, discrimination-bad) and

they swallow them without understanding their essence'}_ﬁ,ﬂ%ﬁ
Mass-media, the politicians and the education system are

the first ones responsible for this situation.
Bogdan C: | think is remarkable that people salute and

“enjoy these actions. Some could say it’s not about the past

background. As I see things now, I think some of them
know exactly what kind of people they agree with by
supporting them even with a simple smile or a shaken
hand, but some of them I think they encourage us as a

iny Petgiie thatm

“I thing being a watchdog for
all the social problems is

focusing on some, as there
are plenty of areas of society
which is not covered-up by

atleast my assumption of what I have witnessed at

es it’s true, with' the only mention that
s were took place in Bucharest with some other
on %anks to the local actnnsts there, and in the

| '- .it’s the State
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" the people, people who
now access a full wave of
information about this
alternative. Me, [ still

‘don’t rise up my flag yet
- | sow a very aggressive
state and 1 expect more
violence - at least we
don’t find a way to speak
together, common people
to common people, and
every day until the next

w confrontation. Because

important than

t,?;f:',':élbOUt but of course the hope in solidarity was never
éblgger than now, and this it is the final outcome.

- Ana: | think that an important asset of this confrontation
was the fact that it created a solidarity platform between
many people that met there/then for the first time.
Another good thing was that a lot of people manifested
their indignation to the fact that the Romanian authorities
had such a brutal attitude towards a group of young
people that didn’t do anything wrong or illegal and were
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- this fight, mostly into media, wag futile

L e e BRI

just expressing their visions in a peaceful way. The fact
that many NGO’s pressed charges against the Romanian
authorities was a good feedback from the civil society, that
had the courage to start a battle which has little chances
to win but which might hopefully create a precedent for
this things not to happen again (in the same way) in the
future.

It is true that maybe it was the first time when the image
of what might be an activist or an anarchist became a bit
clear for some Romanian people. While being asked for her
opinion an old woman from the street answered something
like this: “We’ve been told that these young people are a
danger to our society, but looking at how they have been
treated for no reason it makes me thing that maybe the
danger comes from somewhere else”.

At the same time, the mass media did not reflect any of
the conclusions after the summit ended. There were very
few published articles that accused the Romanian
authorities for actlng on an illegitimate basis, and | guess

""""

forgotten already The only things that are still in proces;“rl nowadays.

are the trials that a few NGO’s ini<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>