


Abolishing the Borders from Be low

There is a justifiable need to abolish 
the borders between nations, societies, 
cultures and whatever else separates 
and defines us. In order that this process 
does not lead to the formation of new 
borders or other types of segregation, like 
those established by elitist institutions 
such as the EU, NATO or UN, it has to be 
done from below, by the people. There is 
an enduring need to immediately abolish 
all states, governments and 
authoritarian institutions so that 
communities based on common values 
such as freedom, respect, cooperation 
and solidarity can be formed. These 
communities in turn can lead • to the 
transformation of the world order into 
one based on the above mentioned 
values. In order to push that process 
forward with support for the 
development of the anarchist movement 
over the borders we have created ...
Abolishing the Borders from Below: 

An Anarchist Journal from
Eastern Europe

*
There are many reasons why it is 
necessary to put out this type of 
publication on a regular basis. There are 
a large number of anarchist groups in 
EE which could operate much more 
effectively with a continual exchange of 
ideas, tactics, experiences and materials 
with similarly minded groups from all 
over Europe and the World. It is clear 
that many western activists are also 
interested in the ideas and actions of the 
"eastern anarchists". We believe it to be 
necessary to tighten the cooperation 
between east and west in resisting 
Fortress Europe, the globalization of the 
world economy, and above all capitalism 
and it's effects on our life. A mutual 
exchange of inspirations, motivations, 
and cooperation from anarchist 
communities all over Europe is needed 
on a day to day basis not only in times of 
international protests like the ones in 
Prague, Gothenburg and Genoa. The 
intent of this paper is to set up a better 
network of communication between 
groups and individuals from different 
parts of this continent. It is also a 
platform for regular presentation and 
exchange for various anarchist groups 
from EE itself, as well as helping to 
strengthen contacts between them and 
will hopefully lead to mutual inspiration. 
It also gives an opportunity for effectively 
organizing common campaigns and 
struggles. The process of creating an 
editorial team for AbolishingBB was a 
great step toward this so we appeal to 
everyone to make the most of the 
information here as effectively as 
possible. Finally this paper can be seen 
also as a mirror of our movement so 
every positive development in EE is 
coming back to us in form of motivation 
for further work on this magazine ...

"Abolishing the Borders
from Below"

An Anarchist Journal from Eastern Europe

AN ANARCHST JOURNAL 
“AbolishingBB” is a bi-monthly 
magazine with information on 
different political and cultural 
processes and activities in Eastern 
Europe seen, commented on and 
analysised from an anarchist 
perspective.

EDITORIAL TEAM & ABB
COLLECTIVE

ABB is an international collective of 
migrant anarchist activists living in 
Berlin. The collective was formed in 
Autumn 2001 by a group of east- 
european migrant activists and was 
later joined by other migrant activists 
from other parts of the world. As well 
as this publication the collective also 
organizes a radio-show, a libertarian 
library, various solidarity actions, 
informative meetings and cultural 
events. We also cooperate with other 
anarchist groups, projects and 
campaigns (mostly in EE but not only) 
and support local and global struggles 
against all kinds of oppression and for 
a free-society:. ■

CORRESPONDENTS
Our work would not be possible 
without the great contributions of our 
corespondents from around EE. The 
work is based on a relativly stable 
network of corespondents from 
different regions of EE which cover the 
most current, important and 
interesting issues. All people involved 
in AbolishingBB work on a non-profit 
basis.

EXECUTORS
Publishing, editing, text treatment, 
translation, photos &> graphics 
treatment, layout, cover concept, 
english-proof, distribution to the local 
distributors, website design ... all 
done by ABB Collective, Print: 
DreiGroschenDruck & ABB ;

COOPERATION
If you operate in Eastern Europe you 
can send to us info about protests, 
manifestations and other actions 
going on in your region ... you can 
present activities of groups, collectives 
and projects working in your 
neighbourhood ... you can inform us 
about up-comming political and 
cultural events ... you can present 
statements of your group on local or 
global issues, you can express your 
ideas, opinions or criticism . ... 
everything from anarchist perspective. 
You can join our redaction collective

as a corespondent sending regular 
reports covering different forms of 
activities in your region.
If you operate in other parts of the 
world you can help with distribution. 
You can spread information about 
this publication or just make the most 
of the information here as effectivly as 
possible.

FREE COPIES / PRINT RUN 
Free copies go to prisoners, all info­
shops and libertarian librarys in 
Eastern Europe (who get in touch 
with us) as well as to our 
correspondents. At the moment we 
print by ourselves 1500 copies of each 
issue, and there are some local groups 
which make more copies by 
themselves after our agreement on 
that.

FINANCES
Unfortunately until now we were not 
able to cover our costs only through 
selling the newspaper so we would 
appreciate, if possible, benefits from 
outside

BAD ENGLISH REPUTATION
As you probably noticed THE 
ENGLISH which is used in this 
newspaper is very far from its 
gramatical and stylistic ideals. It is 
mostly because this is ENGLISH in 
which most of our corespondents, big 
part of our readers and most of us (as 
the editors) are communicating. So 
obviously we choose to use ENGLISH 
which is understandable for ourslves. 
Secondly, we decided to be rather 
"BAD ENGLISH REPUTATION” 
newspaper as to rise a level of 
language and this way eliminate 
probably 30-60% of our regular 
readers, especialy in south and 
eastern Europe.

ABOLISHINGBB ONLINE

www.abb.hardcore.lt

This website is from one side a source 
of information about our collective but 
basicly - an archieve of texts which 
appeared in our newspaper in the 
past. Check it out (some chapters are 
still under construction).

NOT 100%
We do not necessarily agree 100% 
with all opinions expressed in the 
journal, but all here we found worth 
printing (for various reasons) 111

Contact Details for AbolishingBB and Distributors you’ll find on Page 71
We are looking for correspondents from the regions of Eastland, Latvia, Lithuania, Belarus, 

Hungary, Bulgaria, Serbia, Macedonia, Kosovo, Albania, Turkey, Armenia und Georgia.
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WAR, MEDIA and LABOUR STRUGGLES

In that context, self-published 
zines are certainly of relevance, 
the most popular form of uncom­
mercial publishing before the rise 
of the internet. Interestingly, in 
Belarus there is a flourishing vari­
ety of zines up to this day. In this 
issue you can find an interview 
with one of the organizers of the 
ZineFest in Minsk this September.

preting it in a way that it would 
become fraudulent? A problem 
especially concerning less interac­
tive (compared to blogs, IMCs etc.) 
print media such as ours. So far, 
we have no final answers - as they 
say, the road is made by walking.

The rapid technological develop­
ment in the past years has led to 
a dramatic increase in the signifi­
cance of the internet, which is, as 
a matter of fact, an incorporation 
of the ideal of informational net­
works and only made possible 
IMCs as we know them. However, 
even when informational technol­
ogy and access to the internet (or 
its predecessors) was still in its 
infancy and tightly in the hands of 
of the elites - as was the case in 
Eastern Europe even longer com­
pared to the "Western countries"- 
, Richard Stallman was aware of 
the dangers that the development

We were just reading texts on Filipina women workers organizing and resisting in 
Romania when analytical texts on anarchism in Bulgaria came to us from Africa... This is 
more or less what we meant 7 years ago when giving the name to our manipulative journal. 
Anyway, this very late issue of the journal deals mostly with...

Other topics touched are the 
problematics of activists working 
for mainstream media and being 
politcally active at the same time, 
video activism and independent 
media centres.

information or just prepared the 
information in the way the specif­
ic powers hiding behind this 
media wanted the story to be pre­
sented to the masses around the 
globe.

So, free media is also our main 
topic, a practice which we chose 
to take up again for this issue. We 
wanted our correspondents to 
write about media, that is: the 
communication / spreading of 
ideas. As there are a lot of 
critizisms of corporate media out 
there already, we thought it more 
interesting to look forward, that is 
to focus on alternative ways of 
mediating information.
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This summer struck with yet 
another nationalist bloodshed 
right in the backyard of Eastern 
Europe. The so-called conflict 
between Georgia and Russia rep­
resents, for one, the newest turn 
in the long row of rivaling nation­
alisms in Caucasia. Furthermore, 
though, it marks a clash between 
power fantasies of the Georgian 
government and expansionist 
ambitions of the NATO on 
the one hand and hege- 
monial interests of 
the Russian r*
Federation on the * 
other hand. As his­
tory has shown more 
than enough, nei­
ther of the combat- 

‘tant parties should be mistaken to 
pursue "humanitarian reasons" 
for real. When it comes to the peo­
ple whose live is hard enough in 
the realities of capitalist "peace" 
and who now had to suffer from 
capitalist-statist war, none of 
those in power actually gives a 
shit as long as their power is in 
threatened. We print two state­
ments about (and against) the war 
from CRAS-IWA and Autonomous 
Action, both based in the territory 
occupied by the state of Russia - 
we'd have loved to print some­
thing from people in Georgia as 
well, but unfortunately we don't 
have access to such information 
just yet. But in the last second, we 
got a third very interesting report 
related to this topic, a report from 
Russian activists that managed to 
get into the conflict region in order 
to proof directly what actually had 
happened there in the previous 
weeks and what the situation is 
like there right now. This report 
we set as part of chapter with 
anti-militaristic materials, howev­
er one of the strongest points of 
this text is its corrective charac­
ter, dealing critically with the 
facts, numbers and information 
which we got served by commer­
cial media which either used 
mostly government sources of

Apropos last second. Due to sev­
eral complications we were forced 
to postpone our printing date by - 

considerably longer than we 
wanted. This, 
on the one hand, 
resulted in 
some material 
we print to be 

quite old. So we 
decided to review 

what might be already 
too out-of-date - which, on the 

other hand, enabled us to include 
some fresh articles which we 
could not have published if it were 
not for our delay in printing. So, 
that's the positive aspect about 
this year's very late "summer 
issue". Anyway, in the interest of 
our own mental health we hope 
for a little less stress with the next 
issue... ;)

That takes us to our cover, 
which probably looked a bit 
strange at first glance. Don't be 
too shocked, though. The views 
expressed thereon are, unrealistic 
and exaggerated as they are, of 
course, some of what we'd wish 
for the future in some way or the 
other. Apart from that, though, it 
is supposed to allude to yellow­
press newspapers with their 
rather primitive, and yet manipu­
lative, design and content. The 
goal was to ask if or in how far 
(even) "free media" tend to manip­
ulate by exaggerations, half 
truths, placing content in certain 
contexts etc. , check, for example, 
the sometimes unimaginable vari­
ances in counts of attendants to 
actions... The questions, thus, is 
to the dangers and responsibilities 
connected with "becoming the 
media". How to distribute infor­
mation without imposing or inter-
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Apart from that, another topical 
issue are labour struggles. There 
are the strikes of dock workers in 
Romania, as well as repressions

of the limited and commercial 
programming would bring. Thus, 
25 years ago, he created GNU 
GPL, the General Public License, 
for his operating system GNU with 
completely free source code.

against immigrant workers for try­
ing to resist exploitation and open 
fraud by organizing. On another 
case of repression against organ­
ized workers we have already 
reported in earlier issues and, in 
this issue, offer an update on the 
situation of Jakub, who was fired 
by Lionbridge for his engagement 
as union organizer.

Furthermore, you can find infor­
mation on the large scale strikes 
in Czechia in June and on some 
other acute labour struggles 
across Eastern Europe.

Free communication for free 
communities!

So we leave you in the spirit of 
our main topic: Don't believe the 
hype... but make it real! ;)

Abolishing the Borders 
from Below

of the 
Initiative

j.: : >£

Again, we would like to 
thank for the help you are 
providing us with in various 
ways and which only makes 
this project possible! As a mat­
ter of fact, we are again 
dependent on financial support 
because the costs of print and 
shipment of the magazine are 
higher than our income from the 
wide distribution. Talking about 
support, we'd be glad for more 
regular reports from such areas 
as Caucasia and the Balcans, for 
instance. If you don't find your 
region properly covered in the 
magazine, feel free to get active - 
and let us know about it!
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BTW:
We ENSURE you that we will bring 

one more issue of our journal before 
the end of the year... and at the 

same time, we are reminding you: 
NEVER TRUST THE MEDIA!

It looks like the historical texts 
have found their place among the 
other topics of ABB and they 
appear more or less regularly in 
the magazine. This time, we want 
to present you a short biographi­
cal text about Grigorii Gorelik aka 
Anatolii, an Ukrainian anarchist, 
and the other one is a - quite com- 
rehensive - analytical text about 
the anarchist movement in 
Bulgaria which has come to us 
from...Africa (yes, this rather indi­
rect way was a surprise also for us 
:-))•

Of course, not everything 1 
that glitters is gold, and 
those developments certain- 
ly have their drawbacks as 
well, e.g. people getting lost in vir­
tual worlds or unjust distribution 
of access to modern means of 
communication.Yet if we want it 
or not, information technology is 
more and more present in our 
lives, so it is worth to know about 
possible alternatives to the 
monopolostic giants (Microsoft, 
Macintosh etc.) or about security 
in the net in times of general sur­
veillance. We hope that choosing 
it as a main topic will bring some 
changes to us and our further 
work as well, for instance chang­
ing the tools we are using for mak­
ing the magazine.
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Except from the texts mentioned 
above, you will find reports on the 
anti-FRONTEX actions in 
Warsaw, Gay Pride Parade in 
Bulgaria and other news from 
Eastern Europe.

Polish authorities in cooperation 
with employers h recently ave 
generally intensified their repres­
sive activities against workers and 
anarchists which without a doubt 
has a lot to do with growing activ-^ 
ities of various anarcho-syndical- 
istic organisations in that region. 
Especially,

•a

members
Workers'

The underlying philosophy of 
sharing knowledge was a very 
important moment for the future 
of the free flux of information and 
thus for the further development 
of independent media. That's why 
you will find some texts concerned 
with Open Source in this issue of 
ABB. Actually, at least some of us 
regard this underlying philosophy 
and its applications in getting 
people organized around various 
goals as very promising. Be those 
goals programming useful tools 
and enabling a community to 
enhance them by using open 
source code or be they sharing 
information and data freely on a 
global scale and thereby laying 
the foundation for fast large- 
scale communication and dis- ( 
cussion, the free software * 
movement seems quite rooted 
in some libertarian spirit. In 
that light, we are glad to have a | 
self-representation from the ’
group Palash from Czechia 1
that kind of links the field of 
"traditional" anarchist
activism and those "techno- / 
libertarian" developments.
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have been —
facing a lot of troubles in recent 
time. Just check the "Memories 
from Auchan" text as well as an 
interview with Bartek Kantorczyk, 
postman, member of Workers' 
Initiative, dismissed recently 
because of his resistance towards 
the management of the Polish 
Post. According to our informa­
tion, polish anarcho-syndicalists 
Can hardly cover all costs of anti­
repression work by themselves 
right now, so international sup­
port in these terms would most 
probably be very welcome.
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