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Politicians, the Police
and the media are all agreed
today that their society is in
crisis. They say that it is a
crisis of social responsibility,
a crisis of law and order, a
crisis of morality. In other
words it is your crisis.

We say that the name
of this crisis is capitalism.
Unemployment, lack of de-
cent housing, poor health
care and grinding poverty are
the facts of life today, as we
are asked to pay for the cris'B
of their economy and of the
state which underwrites it.

Anarchists have al-
ways argued that human be-
ings can never be free with a
society founded on authori-
tarian principles. Today, the
need to transform society is
glaringly obvious. After the
historical failure of marxkm,
we suggest that the libertar-
ian principleis a tool and a
weapon for working class
people seeking to resist the
day to day attacks on our
living standards and liber-
tia, and to take up the revo-
lutionary challenge of run-
ning society tomorrow.
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BLACK EYE is an

initiative from members
of the Direct Action
Movement in the South
West. Our aim is to
spread Anarchist ideas.
We welcome contribu-
tions from our readers.
Letters or articlw should
be short and sent to PO
BOX 1592, Midsomer
Norton, BA3 3FH.
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You hear them every day, the
walking wounded, those who never
seem to have recovered from the shock
of learning that the Xmas story is a
myth. They fulminate against the
wrongs of whichever administration
is allegedly in control of events with
cries of óWhat can we do?ó in voices
filled with the despair of the aban-
doned.

In attempts to alleviate their posi-
tion some of them band together in
broad-based organisations with which
they lobby the powers-that-be. Their
cry is for a change to the constitution,
for the legalisation of freedom of
speech, for freedom of information,
or whatever. Exceptfor security mat-
ters you understand.

They hold the naive belief that
once something is enshrined in law it
is immutable and anyone daring to
change or remove it will be subject
to....umm....the law? They never seem
to grasp the fact that "The Lawñ is part
of the problem, manipulated, ever
þexible and staffed with timeservers,
it can hardly be used as a weapon
against itself, can itó?

Liberals (small l) are a pitiable
lot. They seek justice within the
prison while restraining those dig-
ging holes for the dynamite.

Labour R.LB_QEE!
At a recent óCoal Not Doleó meeting held at

Victoria Hall, Radstock, some 50 people heard
various speeches criticising the Tory government's
attacks on pit communities through the pit closures
programme.

The meeting had been organised by the South
West TUC and the local Labour Council, so it was
doomed to be a tame affair with councillors express-
ing much rightous indignation for the beneýt of the
press.

No-one present was under 30, and the average
age must have been nearer 60. Nothing wrong with
that, but it does indicate the irrelevance of such
meetings to the young. The local MEP was in
attendance, having retumed from South Wales with
the area NUM banner. The most ridiculous state-
ment of the day (and there were many) came when
this worthy militant said "It's right that it should be
back in this room where the struggle continues.ñ
Where the what???

There was praise for that most revolutionary
of joumals óThe Morning Staró for supporting the
miners. No-one saw ýt to mention it's support for
Joe Stalin. There were calls to supply it to every
Labour Party reading room.

This was an exercise in complacent, self con-
gratulation. The only follow up was to be letters to
MPs - and of course the obligatory call for the return
of a Labour Govermnent.

An attempt to point out that the capitalist
system lay at the heart of the problem and that
the Labour Party had itself frequently attacked
the working class met total incomprehension and
much bluster. It seelm that the Labour Party is
literallydyingoff, inthisarea.Thesooneritdoes
so the better, bemuse all it has ever been is an
obstacle.
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