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0 Iôve been asked to say a few words in m
capacit of President of the Peace Movement. While
it is tempting simpl to gloat (óI m the king of the
castle...ò etc.) it would perhaps be more

. constructive to present some thoughts about wh the
Peace Movement and the wider movement in
opposition to the war remain relevant in the current
political context.

With the Iraq war over and Afghanistan long
consigned to the dustbin of history ou might ask
ourselves whether there is an point to the
continuing existence of the Peace Movement, but I
would contend that in the present context it is as
important as ever and as the death toll in Iraq
continues to rise, it has the potential to grow to and
possibly exceed its former heights.

While it is now almost six months since George W.
Bush declared the war in Iraq over, the countr is far
from stable. There are as manó as twent -ýve
attacks on US forces every single da and the death
rate among the Iraqi population as a result of US
attacks and or retaliation is unknown, indeed widel
regarded as unimportant. Such violence was not
unforeseen and indeed given the histor of the
region was, in m opinion, horriýcall inevitable.
That the dogmatic idealism of the neo-conservatives
in the US Administration prevented them from
seeing this, simpl highlights their disconnection
from realit and the threat they pose not just to those
living in potential targets, but to their own people
and to us in the .
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the did prior to the war. The North Koreans see
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The violence in Iraq continues. Recruitment for Al-
Quaeda is on the rise. o one feels any safer than

Iraqôs defeat as proof of the need to acquire nuclear
weapons. The US doctrine of ñpre-emptive warò
fact a technicall inaccurate term) now has a

all that will lead to. In short references to hell an
handbasket might not seem inappropriate Our
leaders have failed us, the people of Iraq and the
wider world. Itôs time we did something about it
Please get involved. The world needs you.

(in

precedent, which ma be followed b others, with
da
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