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The machinery
of cenformity
ANTDNY FLEMING

tn THE CONFLICT on ANARCHIST AIMS with the existing social structure
it is clearly of vital importance to be fully aware of the tools at the
disposal of the State in inducing conformity, and to attempt to work
out positive alternatives.

I propose to discuss two central meansof bringing about conformity.
The ýrst is upbringing, the second the activity of the State _towards the
adult nonconformist. The child has to cope with two e~nvironments--
home and school. Both these, as we shall see, are remarkably potent
forces for conditioning conformist behaviour patterns. No doubt anar-
chists are aware of this anyway, but I think it is crucial that we recognize
the full depth and extent of it.

In adulthood, the State copes with deviation in WYO WþY$'"bY
sending the offender to prison, or g1v1ng_h1m P$YÂh1amÂ trÁatmÁ_m-
Again it is obvious that this is so, but again I feel we must recognize
just how important it is.

CHILDHOOD
The parents provide love, in particular the _mother®edShe proviggs

too frustration. At one time she _a_llows the child to f . at H110
time she denies him this possibility. The child reacts, reasonably
enough by loving her in the ýrst case and hating her in the second. As
he grows older, however, he must adapt to these conþicts. At the same
time he is totally dependent for the satisfaction of his needs on his
mother. He must conform: if he does not he is threatened by the
withdrawal of the very thing he depends on.

Clearly it is not difýcult for the parent to exploit this dependence
on her. Progressively she introduces patterns of behaviour that repre-
sent conforrnity to what she wishes for the child and of it. It starts


































