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SPARE RANT

minism is a powerful and dis-
ruptive idea. To my mind, the
freedom and equality of all
women would inevitably bring
about the downfall of the capi-
talist system. Basically, a system that relies so
heavily on the exploited labour (sexual and
manual) of whole classes of people, just
couldn’t afford to lose the labour of its biggest
group of serfs - women. And that is why I
remain a little dubious of assimiliationist poli-
tics proposed by some women. ‘We're not
against everything. We just want an equal slice
of the cake.” Call me old-fashioned but that
sounds like ‘we just want an equal chance to
exploit’ and besides, how many women can
capitalism lose from the galleys and absorb
into the whip-bearers?

But of course, there are many places where
this ridiculous line is sold to us: ‘Oh yes, we’re
all going to be equal if we try a little harder or
if we had a good education, are exceptionally
talented and shut up you whingeing anarchist
old bags at the back - don’t you know how
7(’'s you're being?’

Well, that’s just bollocks. Bollocks and testi-
cles and complete knob-speak. I, for one,
think feminism is worth nothing unless it
poses a realistic and immediate threat to the
existing social order. And that is why I heaved
a huge groan when I opened that pretentious
chip-wrapper The Bollock and found an
article about the demise of Spare Rib on its
‘women'’s’ page.

Yes, in a tinie when thousands of women
are finding themselves first out the door

when it comes to redundancies (barely
having had a chance to get the seat warm),
when the majority of women are either in
crap jobs or no jobs, when we’re losing, bit
by bit, every single fucking right we spent
the last hundred years fighting for, when the
reality for most women is one of being eco-
nomically forced back to the home (and a
man), THIS bunch of tossers are gloating that
SR folded because it had a downwardly-
mobile, guilt-inducing ethos.

Excuse me, but maybe most feminist
writing is ‘downwardly mobile’ because in the
real world (rather than some media induced
hallucination) that’s where the majority of
women are.

As for guilt-inducing - what gives these ass-
holes the right to deem some women’s lives a
guilt-trip aimed exclusively at them? Oh I am
so sorry for being alive and an embarassment
to middle-class do-gooders.

The author of the article also used that
familiar spectre: the ‘one-legged black les-
bian’. This figure is a sort of shorthand to say
that the person/thing they're denigrating is
getting too ‘politically-correct’, in danger of
becoming cliched, without irony. Meanwhile,
the speaker’s circle of friends snigger politely:
they’re far too smart to fall into the mire of
humourless dogma. Well fuck you. I don’t find
disability, lesbianism or being black funny or
a fucking cliche. We’re all human, not a
fucking joke for uptight bastards who can't
cope with their privilege but can’t give it up.

And besides, when was the last time you

- read about a one-legged black lesbian? or any

disabled black lesbian? or a black lesbian? or a
lesbian? in Spare Rib? in The Disgusting? any-
where? You see?

This revolting full-page of bile and insults,
which probably earned the author more than
the editors of Spare Rib earned in a month, is
just the latest in a long line of similar rubbish
that’s been pouring out of this ridiculous, pos-
turing ‘Women’s’ page. This and others like it,
are no more than political transvesticism. It is
cocksucker feminism, performed totally for
the male-gaze.

Spare Rib had faults, some serious, some
superficial. But it was worth fighting for
because it was an affirmation that feminism
was there, on the newsagent shelves and
communicating ideas across the country.

But if you can’t get the advertising, because
of your content, because of your market,
you've lost a lot of your income. Maybe you
can still do it; with a huge list of subscribers,
with a whacking cover price. But it’s harder
and expensive. And, moreover, most distribu-
tors will not carry feminism - it is not sexy.
But feminist presses, such as Sheba and
Onlywomen, struggle on. Feminist bookstores
such as Sisterwrite are surviving. So are radical
feminist magazines. We must protect what we
have - or we’re going to lose it.

And then all we’ll have left is imitation fem-
inism, the daddy’s girls. And they’ll survive the
recession, not because their feminism was
more to women'’s taste but because daddy
paid for it all.

But who'll be left to say otherwise?

Marianne Haste

-

Dear Bad Attitpde.

It's good to see so much stuff about poor
working-class + Black women + wow! some-
thing about fat oppression! The international
focus is cool, tho I'd like to see more specifi-
cally dyke stuff (I don’t think there should be
anything about heterosexuality - the stuff in
issue 1 by a het woman about sex was repul-
sive + completely unnecessary in my view.
They've got so many magazines + just
shouldn’t be represented in terms of their het-
ness - struggles, oppression, valid identity

stuff - yeah! but not stuff about fucking men.

Disgusting!

I really hope it . don’t get too tiring 4 g
yas + there’s enough of yas 2 do stuff.
Thanks a lot, Dykely, Michde

Your article on vaccination was one of %%
the most informative I've read. There is

not too much support about for non-vacci-
nating parents. I visited a prospective doctor
and told her I would not be vaccinating my 3
~ yr. old child. She explained that she would
have to confide with the other GP’s in the
practise, to decide if I would be a liability,
before accepting me. Apparently the practise
needs a high percentage of their patients vac-
cinated before being paid. The yearly smear
test falls into this system too. Is this the real

reason that the Doctors are pushing
vaccination? She added that I would not
have a chgjee if I was living in France!

I have a doctor now who didn’t mention
this percentage system and is not pushing
vaccination. For the record she mentioned
that there are cases of parent contracting Polio
from their childrens nappies after the vacci-
nated child had passed the virus through. The
live virus that was used would totally paralyse
but the new dead virus that is used now
would “only” partially paralyse.

P.S. I recommend a very good book by an
american doctor, Robert Mendelsohn - ‘How
& to raise a healthy child in spite of your
" Doctor’. Ballantine books.

Dear M/s

I was saddened by ‘My girl Lollypop”
(BA 2). What made me sad was the atti-

tude that Sarah had towards the women she

cruised. Men have from time immemorial
been inconsiderate to women + to each other
- but surely we do not want to copy them. Let
us women continue to be tender + thoughtul
+ kind to each other. Let us enjoy our com-
pany secure in the knowledge that we have
an unspoken agreement to treat each other
considerately Womens support for each other
is what enables us to survive in this man dom-

4

world. Please,
let us not betray this trust, + take up cruising
like the men.

Lis
Dear everyone at Bad Attipde

I think you’re doing great with the newspaper
- it’s just what we all need right now to keep
informed and connected. Keep going for a
very long time!

I thought you did a really excellent job of
editing & producing the article that I wrote for
the last issue on Jumma Women Fighting
Back’. But I feel now, re-reading it, that in
trying to tell other women about Jumma
women’s struggles and their inspirational
strength and courage, I painted an over-opti-
mistic picture.

-Yes, women in the Chittagong Hill Tracks
ARE determined to keep on struggling: their
lives depend on it. But they desperately need
support in so many ways. You can do this by
writing letters to the Bangladesh High Com-
mission to protest the continuing war and to
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the Foreign Office to question British govern-
ment’s role in that war.

Joyoti Grech

Bangladesh High Commission, Queens Gate,
London SW7.

Foreign Office, Whitehall, London, SW1A
2AH.

Dear Bad At4itpde

Congratulations on your 1st two issues, they
were excellent! Before, newspapers and
newsreaders portrayed the world as boring,
with too many wars, fights + poverty. But
now for the 1st time theres a informative, easy
to read and not too long magazine with it all
in. For the first time in my life I am truely
interested in the news. Not only are there
news storys, but there are informal interviews,
I especially liked the one with Carol (bus

~ driver). It was fun, witty + very informative!!!

What I would like to see in Bad Attitude is a
penpal section/advice page/problem page!
lots of love

JR

- We're trying to get an ‘Auntie Aftitude’
column sorted out for the next issue, so send
your problems in and we’ll have a go!

Thanks for all these and other great let-
ters - one of the perks of the job!
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