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jeminism is a powerful and dis-
ruptive idea. To my mind, the

Q freedom and equality of all
women would inevitably bring
about the downfall of the capi-

talist system. Basically, a system that relies so
heavily on the exploited labour (sexual and
manual) of whole classes of people, just
couldnôt afford to lose the labour of its biggest
group of serfs - women. And that is why I
remain a little dubious of assimiliationist poli-
tics proposed by some women. óWeôre not
against everything. We just want an equal slice
of the cake.ô Call me old-fashioned but that
sounds like ówe just want an equal chance to
exploitô and besides, how many women can
capitalism lose from the galleys and absorb
into the whip-bearers? A

But of course, there are many places where
this ridiculous line is sold to us: óOh yes, weôre
all going to be equal if we try a little harder or
if we had a good education, are exceptionally
talented and shut up you whingeing anarchist
old bags at the back - donôt you know how
?'tTs youôre being?ô

Well, thatôs just bollocks. Bollocks and testi-
cles and complete knob-speak. I, for one,
think feminism is worth nothing unless it
poses a realistic and immediate threat to the
existing social order. And that is why I heaved
a huge groan when I opened that pretentious
chip-wrapper The Bollock and found an
article about the demise of Spare Rib on its
ówomenôsô page.

Yes, in a time when thousands of women
are finding themselves first out the door

when it comes to redundancies (barely
having had a chance to get the seat warm),
when the majority of women are either in
crap jobs or no jobs, when weôre losing, bit
by bit, every single fucking right we spent
the last hundred years fighting for, when the
reality for most women is one of being eco-
nomically forced back to the home (and a
man), THIS bunch of tossers are gloating that
SR folded because it had a downwardly-
mobile, guilt-inducing ethos.

Excuse me, but maybe most feminist
writing is ódownwardly mobileô because in the
real world (rather than some media induced
hallucination) thatôs where the majority of
women are. I

As for guilt-inducing - what gives these ass-
holes the right to deem some womenôs lives a
guilt-trip aimed exclusively at them? Oh I am
so sorry for being alive and an embarassment
to rniddle-class do-gooders.

The author of the article also used that
familiar spectre: the óone-legged black les-
bianô. This figure is a sort of shorthand to say
that the person/thing theyôre denigrating is
getting too ópolitically-correctô, in danger of
becoming cliched, without irony. Meanwhile,
the speakers circle of friends snigger politely;
theyôre far too smart to fall into the mire of
humourless dogma. Well fuck you. I donôt find
disability, lesbianism or being black funny or
a fucking cliche. Weôre all human, not a
fucking joke for uptight bastards who can't
cope with their privilege but can"t give it up.

And besides, when was the last time you
read about a one-legged black lesbian? or any

kg

disabled black lesbian? or a black lesbian? or a
lesbian? in Spare Rib? in The Disgusting? any-
where? You see?

This revolting full-page of bile and insults,
which probably earned the author more than
the editors of Spare Rib earned in a month, is
just the latest in a long line of similar rubbish
thatôs been pouring out of this ridiculous, pos-
turing _óWomenôsô page. This and others like it,
are no more than political transvesticism. It is
cocksucker feminism, performed totally for
the male-gaze.

Spare Rib had faults, some serious, some
superficial. But it was worth fighting for
because it was an affirmation that feminism
was there, on the newsagent shelves and
communicating ideas across the country.

But if you canôt get the advertising, because
of your content, because of your market,
youôve lost a lot of your income. Maybe you
can still do it; with a huge list of subscribers,
with a whacking cover price. But itôs harder
and expensive. And, moreover, most distribu-
tors will not carry feminism - it is not sexy.
But feminist presses, such as Sheba and
Onlywomen, struggle on. Feminist bookstores
such as Sisterwrite are surviving. So are radical
feminist magazines. We must protect what we
have - or were going to lose it.

And then all weô1l have left is imitation fem-
inism. the daddyôs girls. And theyôll survive the
recession. not because their feminism was

4

more to womenôs taste but because daddy
paid for it all.

But who"ll be left to say otherwise?
Marianne Haste
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Dear Bad A-(rude
Itôs good to see so much stuff about poor
working-class + Black women + wow! some-
thing about fat oppression! The international
focus is cool, tho Iôd like to see more specifi-
cally dyke stuff (I donôt think there should be
anything about heterosexuality - the stuff in
issue I by a het woman about sex was repul-
sive + completely unnecessary in my view.
Theyôve got so many magazines _+ just
shouldnôt be represented in terms of their het-
ness - struggles, oppression, valid identity
stuff - yeah! but not stuff about fucking men.
Disgusting!

I really hope it -donôt get too tiring 4
yas + thereôs enough of yas 2 do stuff.
Thanks a lot, Dykely, l/llchde s

Your article on vaccination was one of
the most informative Iôve read. There is
not too much support about for non-vacci-
nating parents. I visited a prospective doctor
and told her I would not be vaccinating my 5
yr. old child. She explained that she would
have to confide with the other GPôs in the
practise, to decide if I would be a liability,
before accepting me. Apparently the practise
needs a high percentage of their patients vac-
cinated before being paid. The yearly smear
test falls into this system too.ôIs this the real

2 I Iillullllþþl

reason that the Doctors are pushing
vaccination? She added that I would not
have a chqjpe if I was living in France!

I have a doctor now who didnôt mention
this percentage system and is not pushing
vaccination. For the record she mentioned
that there are cases of parent contracting Polio
from their childrens nappies after the vacci-
nated child had passed the virus through. The
live virus that was used would totally paralyse
but the new dead virus that is used now
would ñonlyò partially paralyse.

P.S. I recommend a very good book by an
arnerican doctor, Robert Mendelsohn - óHow

to raise a healthy child in spite of your
Doctorô. Ballantine books.

Dear We
I was saddened by óMy girl Lollypopò

(BA 2). What made me sad was the atti-
tude that Sarah had towards the women she
cruised. Men have from time immemorial
been inconsiderate to women + to each other
- but surely we do not want to copy them. Let
us women continue to be tender + thoughtful
+ kind to each other. Let us enjoy our com-
pany secure in the knowledge that we have
an unspoken agreement to treat each other
considerately Womens support for each other
is what enables us to survive in this man dom-

.-"'

__ in ,,,,,
. ófig

inated I J bl: l
world. Please,
let us not betray this trust, + take up cruising
like the men.
Le

Dearô everyone atbad N(_{{p~de.
I think youôre doing great with the newspaper
- itôs just what we all need right now to keep
informed and connected. Keep going for a
very long time!

I thought you did a really excellent job of
editing Sr producing the article that I wrote for
the last issue on ójumma Women Fighting
Backô. But I feel now, re-reading it, that in
trying to tell other women about jumma
womenôs struggles and their inspirational
strength and courage, I painted an over-opti-
mistic picture.

-Yes, women in the Chittagong Hill Tracks
ARE determined to keep on struggling: their
lives depend on it. But they desperately need
support in so many ways. You can do this by
writing letters to the Bangladesh High Com-
mission to protest the continuingwar and to

3 Mixed race lesbians 8. gays leet; abortion
banned it Poland
4 Spitting Direct actron on ads
5 Wonren oi the coaliields
6 Sex tourism in SE Asia
7 Chat with Katlieen Hanna at Bitinillill
3-9 Ida Oderirde ironed hy corrupt police
10,1! News - read it & see what
I2-I3 Kiraliit Ahluwýa interviewed
l4 One woman's story oi adoption
l5 Ground-hrealtitg compensation case for rqae
I6-I7 Specid poll tax anniversary story
I3 A hohtic approach to epiepsy
I9 Prison news
20-21 The hetrayd oi Italian women
22 Violence agairst women in N. lrehlrd
24 St hug women!
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the Foreign Office to question British govern-
ments role in that war.
Joyo{jGred1
Bangladesh High Commission, Queens Gate,
London SW7.
Foreign Office, Whitehall, London, SWIA
ZAH.

Dear Bad ti\ô(_{1'tp-de o
Congratulations on your 1st two issues, they
were excellent! Before, newspapers and
newsreaders portrayed the world as boring,
with too many wars, fights + poverty. But
now for the 1st time theres a informative, easy
to read and not too long magazine with it all
in. For the first time in my life I am truely
interested in the news. Not only are there
news storys, but there are informal interviews,
I especially liked the one with Carol (bus
driver). It was fun, witty + very informative!!!
What I would like to see in Brad Attitude is a
penpal sectionfadvice page/problem page!
lots of love
JR i
- Weôre trying to get an óAuntie Attitudeô
column sorted out for the next issue, so send
your problems in and weôll have a go!

Thanks for all these and other great let-
ters - one of the perks of the job!
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n March 27th
1995 the first
ever conference
for lesbians and

gay men of mixed racial
heritage was held in
London. Approximately
40 lesbians and gay
men attended the con-
ference at Body Positive
in Earls Court, London,
where we held discus-
sions and workshops
during the day. It was
very encouraging to see
people from Manchester
and Bristol as well as
London turning up.

Matthew and Namita
ran a media workshop
where they showed a
video they had pro-
duced specially for the
day. It featured a com-
pilation of clips of
mixed race people in
films (not exactly posi-
tive imagesl). This was
followed by a discus-
sion on the representa-
tion of people of mixed
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Boucliceu
Boadicea is a new newsletter by and for dis-
abled women in London and published by
GLAD (Greater London Association of
Disabled People). It was set up after GLADôs
Disabled Women's Conference in June ó92. Its
ultimate aim is to create a disabled womenôs
network within London.

Subscriptions: individuals Ã5?ô year, .Ã5.è:ô;2
years, organisations 5?.-"year, Ã12rô.2 years.
Cheques to GLAD, address: 556 Brixton Road,
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DPP lnternoýoncl
Disability, Pregnancy and Parenthood
International is a forum for the exchange of
information and experience. The first issue
will be available in January ó95, including arti-
cles on a gynaecology clinic for disabled
women in Chicago, the first national confer-
ence of parents with disabilities held in the
UK and a profile of the woman who runs the
telephone helpline for ParentAbility.

Contact: Arrowhead Publications, 51
London SW9 7AA. Available in large print and Thames Village, London W4 3UP, tel: 081 994
ontape. = .

or the ýrst time since 1956, Polish women
have been denied the right to abortion. A
new law banning abortion was passed

and approved in both houses of the Polish
parliament by 50th January ó95, this outlaws
all abortions except: 1: when three doctors
decide that pregnancy or childbirth would
pose a severe threat to the womarrs life or 2:
in the case of rape (and whether a woman is
raped or not is usually decided by other
people, so even if a woman has been raped
she may still have to have the child).

Amazingly, this law was viewed as óliberalô,
as a total ban on all abortions was predicted,
with three years imprisonment for women
who underwent abortion and the same for the
doctors involved. The passing of this law is
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thanks to the hold the Catholic Church has
over Poland. In 1988 the church created a
proposal on the above lines and has used this
as a basis for new drafts of the anti-abortion
bill. The Catholic Church has even gone so far
as to threaten to refuse a christian burial to
anyone who objected to signing its anti-abor-
tion petitions in 1991.

The church has also been _ working to
outlaw sex education, family planning centres
and contraceptives, organising groups of
young men to buy out chemists of their stocks
of contraceptives in order to destroy them.

Polish women fought back, setting up pro-
choice groups and womenôs groups in
response. Some thought optimistically that
the anti-abortion bill would give rise to femi-

racial heritage in the media.
In the óbiological racismó workshop Werner

looked at the sort of pseudo-scientific ideas
put out by anthropologists on óethnicityô. The
workshop pinpointed the contradiction in the
fact that there is no scientiýc basis for the idea
of óracesô, but that racism__based on this idea is
a very real problem in our society. a lot of the
research referred to in this workshop was
done by political activists campaigning against
segregation in the USA in the sixties. Their
aim was to disprove the racist theories of
anthropologists. The group from this work-
shop hoped to go on and produce a booklist
on the subject.

Our third workshop was a writing work-
shop run by Kamila; here people wrote and
talked about when they were ófirst made to
feel differentô. This then opened up into a
wider discussion. We hope that some of the
written work produced at his wbikshop will
be published in our conference report.

In the afternoon Setareh ran a workshop
using art and images to express ideas. People
in this workshop looked at what had influ-
enced them or formed their ideas, and their
feelings about these. Themes that emerged
from peopleôs paintings and drawings were:
religion, spirituality and duality. The discus-
sions that followed led one participant to
comment that ñthe dualism of mixed racial

omen in the village of Aguid in the
northern Philippines have taken the
initiative in resisting so-called

ódevelopmentô schemes which would destroy
their communities and culture.

Central government had
planned to ódrownô villages,
burial sites and fields, by
interfering with the Chico
River and starting large-scale
mining.

Faced with bulldozers, the
women used a taboo against 1 I
men viewing naked women. t
The women advanced

ls there still a women's movement in
this country?
What's happening for women? Where?
Why? How?
Find out in this month's issue.

heritage is a metaphor for becoming wholeò.
Clare ran a workshop on the role of mixed

race communities in wider black history,
looking at historical examples from South
Africa, India and the US as well as from
Britain. This sparked off a wider discussion
on notions of black unity and inevitably
about the terms we use to describe ourselves:
black, people of colour, mixed race, mixed
racial heritage and the ideas behind them. We
also talked about the role of MOSAIC, the
group of mixed race lesbians and gay men
who had organised the conference. People
were frustrated with meeting in a very insular
way and wanted to put their ideas across into
campaigns, newspapers, television and to the
academic world, as well as to each other in
day conferences such as this.

As we all met back at the end of the day
everyone was buzzing with the discussions
weôd been having during the day. People
were full of good ideas for next years confer-
ence and about how to make it bigger and
better. Personally I was very proud to have
been involved in organising the day and hope
it is the first of many!

We rounded off a very successful day with a
social at the WKD cafe/bar in Camden.

Clare Ramsaran
Contact Mosaic c/o Black Lesbian 8: Gay
Centre, BM Box 4590, London WC 1N 5XX.

unclothed and the operators fled in panic. I
wish a naked woman drew that much respect
here!
Info from: Counter Informatlorl, Pigeonhole
CI, c/o Forth Street, Edinburgh EH1, Scotland.
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nism in Poland. It has even
been pointed out that by
ignoring the 1956 Abortion
Law that is still on the
Polish statute books, Poland
is in breach of International
Law. Unfortunately, Polish
women seem too exhausted
by the transition to the
Western form of capitalism,
with rising prices, unem-
ployment, cuts in services,
privatisation, nationalism
and all that other crap to
create mass opposition and
only a hard core of activists
persist.

Name

Address

O Zo® Fairbaims on ýction 0 Lizzie Franclco on new ýlms
0 Nell IlllcCafferty on Ireland
Ã1.65 monthly in good newsagents and bookshops
Order a regular copy at your nowsagent or subscribe: one year
Ã19.80, six months Ã10.
Also available: The Everywoman Directory 1992-93: Women óLs
Businesses, Networks and Campaigns. The handbook of the
women is movement: Ã6.95 from bookshops orÃ7.95 (incp+p) from
Everywoman.

I wish to subscribolbuy the Directory and enclose a cheque for
Ã______ payable to Everywoman

 mwde.._______._._.._.
Return to Everywoman, FHEEPOST, London N1 BBB
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