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On many occasions wefve been asked about
our political and editorial line. Wlten we say
we donôt have one, people are shocked, dis-
appointed or donôt believe us.

So weôve taken this criticism to heart. Yes,
we can sit on the fence no longer! In the
struggles ahead sides must be taken - for the
side of freedom against the forces of reaction.
Due to popular demand, here is the line. A
line everyone in the collective is whole-heart-
edly and unequivicably clear aboutfwe hate
flared trousers.

ll

Wlten I walk into Miss Spendthrift and see
wall to wall sartorial refugees from my child-
hood do I get upset? Wlten I see the flared
frigliteners that neatly demarcated some of
the very worst experiences of my life, do I
start sweating and wobbling a bit? Do I have
to sit down and ask for a drink of water?
Wlten it comes. do I clutch the sales assistant
with :1 clammy hand and stan muttering
obliquely about jimnty Tarbuck, jaunting
belts. and men with barely restrained facial
hair? Nope. lôm smug. Well almost.

óWl1y?ô I hear you ask. óTell us your secret
so that we donót come over all funny and go
marching up to people in the street and
asking why they want to look so stupid.ó Well,
girls, I have a plan. Or not exactly a plan but
a theory. Basically-',n1y tlteoty is that þares are
the harbingers of the new feminist revolution.
They come swishing in advance of an a rtny of
be-clogged and en-platformed sisters who
will come marclting up to the patriarcliy and
put a cork-soled and very heavy boot into it's

ls there still e women's movement in
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balls. óYouj they will cry. óhave
made us look like idiots. And stuff
all this crap about fashion being
liberating choice and a lucky dip
of pleasure and sexuality.
Bollocks. We're tired of our feet
hurting, of not being able to get
from A to S very fast, of not being
able to run for a bus, or ntn away
from mad bastards. Weôre sick of
it. So hand over world govern-
ment to us now, or were going to
take these and stick them up your
arses. And the þares look stupid
toof

Yes. sisters, I know cos I was
there the first time. And I've seen
the óphotos. All those stroppy
women - in flares. So. p:.tt1'iarchy.
watch out. Put a woman in flares
and you put revolution in
motion. . .

ell, if you have tried to contact Bad
Attitude over the last month you
might well have been a bit pissed off

at ltcrw slow weóve been getting back to you.
Also. you might notice that we're a bit later
than usual with this issue. Here's why.

It seems a group of fascists have decided
to mount an offensive against some book-
shops. Freedom Bookshop in Whitecltapel
has been attacked twice in the last month -
most recently a serious arson attack, Index
Books in Brixton and Kilburn Bookshop have
also been attacked. 121 in Bnxton, where Bad
Attitude is based, has also had a couple of
arson attempts and threats. Consequently,
we've had to alter our routine a bit and every-
thing has been slowed down.

This is happening against a backdrop of
increasing racism. Right wing groups across
Europe have been capitalising on the effects
of the depression and gaining some support,
from those hit economically, for their dis-
gusting and stupid racist views. Itôs no excep-

Radical dyke counselling project - wanna
set one up? S

So far, we are a group of five dykes who are
excited about being pan of setting up a rad-
ical counselling project for dyke survivors of
sexual and physical violence and those who
have in the past, or are now, experiencing
ongoing emotional abuse.

We're concerned that there should be a
lesbian counselling project in London that has
radical politics. For us, this would include
dykes working within the project having a
positive lesbian identity and choosing to put

I
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tion here in Britain.
There has been an increase in hate crimes

in general, against people of colour, lesbians.
gays and people in anarchist and left-wing
groups. Not all those perpetrating these
attacks belong to organised fascist groups;
There are enough freelance fascists around
from every from every part of society. But
there has been an increase in organised fascist
activity. 1

In South-East London, people are being
murdered whilst pathetic liberals wibble on
about ócurtailing free speechô. When will they
realise that it is violence, it's backed up with
racist actions and it's backed by the state, and
it ócunailsô lives? _

Well, fuck the fasc' cs, we're staying, just
like everyone else in fills country they donôt
like. And weôll protect ourselves and fight
back. However, if you have lots of money, we
could do with better security at 121.
. As for the post, well thatôs a mixture of
getting burned, getting stolen and M15.

energy into other dykes.
We came together because of a shared

commitment to counselling around violence
against women as well as wanting there to be
a place for dykes to go which is specifically
dyke-focused.

We feel that as dyke survivors we should
be able to contact and get support from other
dykes who have an understanding of how our
experiences make us feel and the effect they
have on our lives.

So, as a start weôve organised a meeting
for dykes to get together, talk about what we
want and to share ideas with each other. We
feel it would be great if dykes from all sec-
tions of the dyke community could be
involved - so we all create the sort of project
we all want!
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The scope of the project is very open,
were hoping itôll start coming together from
this meeting. And ideas for funding and.-óor
premises and resources (anytlting really...)
would be great.

"IiSo - bring all your ideas, dreams and hopes
along to an Open Meeting at the London
Women's Centre. Wesley House. London \Yr'Cól
from ?.5t)-9p1n on \ó0ôeds'?tl1]ulj.*"95.

Wheelchair accessible meeting room,
induction loop and sign language interpreter
will be there. For full access details, contact
Wesley House on (TF1 851 (1946. No cltildcare
provision.

Dykes practising or advocating S.~'M will
not be welcome.

If youód like a chat about any of this. ring
Michelle on 081 442 48'?5 (voice only).



n _]u-ne ó)2 the National Assernbly in
Nicaragua passed a law putting gays at
risk of between one and three years in

prison for practising, promoting or adver-
tising living with someone of the same sex in
a óscandalous wayó.

There were strong protests from various
groups both nationally and internationally
against this law and calls for the President
Xfioletta Charnorro not to sanction the law but
to veto it. However, in July ô9.2 she signed it,
being the puppet that she is.

Currently, the law is ósleepingô and cannot
yet be used as it is awaiting an appeal at the
Supreme Court of justice. Many groups, cen-
tres and collectives are active in trying to stop
the law. It is unconstitutional, violating
trventv articles of the Political Constitution
which contains fundamental rights and guar-
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theðclock work-bv collective and volunteers
might seem worth ómore than a mere Ã12,159.

The Feminist *Library had survived
through volunteers work witlrout ;1:':.y
funding since 1988 until Strt1óIió:'tt;2:'}-; J.eci=.ie=;
to raise the rent in October '.~?.t'~ó.-1 Tire rent.
:'ate- .t:".=..i -e:órrit;e cl1.;-.:'ges itati been .t.-1 per
year; Soutlrrvar'k wttnted to charge rÃl3.139
for a building they lrad been given free.

The first stage in the campaign was get-
ting on tlte agenda and being able to talk to
St;iL1tlt'n';tt'k. This took most of the first year
of the canrpaign. The letters and phone calls
during this time resulted in one visit from
the council leader Sally Keeble. and some
discussion at \Vt;rrrren's Committee but no
real action.

The second stage of the campaign was
more direct interaction with the council.
\èôolunteers found out which people and com-
mittees were responsible for making the
decisions. Phoning the council daily meant
the Feminist Library learned when the meet-
ings would be held and could request depu-
rations and send briefing papers to the com-
mittee members. Other volunteers visited
councillors surgeries to make sure Southwark
Council knew residents views. The phone
calls and letters continued and volunteers
spoke more frequently to councillors and
Council officers.

The first action by Southwark was during
the last Women's Committee on 5 May (They
have now been forced to become part of an
Equal Opportunities Committee). 25.23ó) was
approved for a recurring revenue grant for
service charge and rates

The remaining action occured at the first
council meeting after the yearly AG5.=l. rÃ4,9t)(t
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hen did you last go to a lobby or H d9. _ s s
demo and get what you were asking ónu ' |v|ng
for? Are you startingto wonder if Il'I front Of

antees for people and the family.
There is no shortage of lesbians and gay

men in Nicaragua, they are a strong force
and it is clear that the Catholic Church and
the UNO government don't like it. Though
gays werent too popular with the
Sandinistas either.

Xochiquetzal is the name of the lesbian
and gay group at the centre of óCampaign for
a Sexuality Free of Prejudiceô. All cards, faxes
and telegrams to support the appeal against
the law can be sent to:- C

Recurso de Amparo, Corte Supreme de
Justicia, Plaza Espana, Frente al
Supermercado la Catonia, Managua,
Nicaragua

ln the next issue of Bad .è<lmómde we will be
bringing you a more in-depth report on
women in Nicaragua.

Riot rrrls
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was agreed on 25 May by the Strategic and
Corporate Services (Urgency) Committee.
They agreed to a rent transferðSouthwark
are the ones wanting the rent; they can pay
this rent to tlremselves. The overall effect is
that the rent transfer does not cost
Sotttltwark any money.

The Feminist Library is back where it
started. It still is housed in five crowded
rooms. It still continually looks for volun-
teers. It still needs a stable source of funding.
óit/"hen will it get the .Ã-?0.(t(tO it needs to run a
full service?

Feminist Library Resource and
Information Centre, 5 Westnrinist Bridge
Road, London SE1 Telephone (F1 928
W89 Open: Tues 11-8pm, Sat 84 Sun 2-5pm.

he first riots since 1990 happened in
Belgrade on 1 June. People demon-
strated in front of the Parliament,

protesting against the removal of Yugoslav
President Cosic and against economic condi-
tions. But the trigger for the demonstration
was the fight in Parliament, when one of the
opposition MPôs was floored by a punch from
an MP of the Serbian Radical Party, which is
very supportive to Serbian President
Milosevic (i.e. very nationalistic, violent, total-
itarian, and most frightening - with a great
deal of power).

The number of policemen was enormous;
t-hey were heavily armed (armoured cars, tear
gas, rubber bullets, and baton charges) and
very brutal. The demonstrators stoned police
and smashed the windows in the parliament.
Unfortunately, the centre of Belgrade was
cleared up in a few hours by heavy force. 121
people were arrested and one POLICEMAN
dead. The leader of the opposition, Vuk
Draskovic was arrested, beaten up in the
police station and severely injured, and
indicted by a Belgrade court on charges of

I-

seeking to over'tl1r"ow the state. The charges
carry penalties of ro-15 years imprisonment.
Meanwhile, he remains in custody for 50 days.

The opposition in Serbia was depressed
enough after the elections in December 1992
when Milosevic won again. Now they are
frightened. I donôt particularly like Draskovic.
nor think that his politics is very different
from Milosevies; but he was the symbol of
the fight against the Serbian government. This
trial is going to be just another political trial.
already seen so many times in different totali-
tarian regimes. If alló this happened to the
leader of the opposition party, the safety ol
small anti-war actions is particularly under
threat. wot/ran IN BLACK and BELGRADE
ANTI-WAR CENTRE have most of their
actions on the streets, completely unpro-
tected; and as women they are specially vul-
nerable.

Itôs been ten days since the riots, and
another has not happened yet. It must start
soon, and I am looking forward to it. Let's
overthrow the state! ' - .

Sanja

rropeós getting right bloody horrible at
the moment. Mass, murderous attack on
anyone un-german enough and passing

fascist-friendly immigration laws in Germany,
Britain bringing in more and more racist immi-
gration legislation, France planning ózero
immigrationô legislation of its very own. Yuk,
oh yuk. It's all pretty bad.

Yet despite the governments of european
countries mass collusion with the forces of
right extremism, people are mounting some
stiff opposition. In Germany, there was organ-

ised disruption and rioting as the legislation to
prohibit immigration was passed, with some
serious attempts at blocking the entry of MPs
into the Bundestag. Now, following the
attacks on Turkish people in Solingen, there is
mass civil disturbance and rioting there, with
more promised. Good.

In France, street protests against the new
legislation are planned for June 1-i-19. So it
you want to combine a little protest with -.1
continental break, this might be your ideal
opportunity.
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