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was disappointed by your refusal to
print Lesley Doveôs article on pro-life
feminism. If I were editing a maga-

zine, it would be open to anyone who had
something worth saying. It seems that you can
only justify your censorship in this case by
trying to tell other women whether or not
they count as feminists. Surely this is not what

thought that abortion was their órightô and are
now suffering from the psychological effects of
their decision. Many pro-abortionists deny this
exists and assume their own reactions to apply
to every woman.

Perhaps you can't deal with people
arguing against abortion from the

point of view of non-violence
feminism is about. { because you, sadly, don't

You are not just refusing to let Ms @ believe in non-violence. The
Dove have her say. You are also . , same issue (7) which contains

' ó ó ' '- .1 óA our refusal to rint Ms

.etg
closing your mmd to chrldrenôs nghts
campaigners who see abortion as a
lethal form of ageism, to dis-
abled women who "
have noticed the
eugenic impli-
cations of $1.ñ
abortion, to
lesbians who Qó
are fed up """'H ó;
with the way
gay and abortion
rights are often linked together when they are
completely different, and to everyone who won-
ders why Playboy funds abortion rights groups.
Worst of all, you are ignoring those women who

BA replies:
mm, speaking of scarce resources,
did you know our printing costs
average to .Ã65 per page? So we do

have to pick and choose what we print. Funny
that your peculiar lobby have targeted our
humble publication, for there are many
wealthy, powerfulpublications that would love
to print an article by a ópro-life feministô. It
would be a gift. Have you tried the Sun?

Second, you have confused a broad pro-
choice perspective as simply pro-abortion. Pro-
choicemeans women should control their
reproductive lives; it not only includes access to
abort-ion and contraception, but also the right
ofwomen to have chiklren. Ofcourse, it can be
argued that óchoiceô is a liberalfiction undera
class system and world-wide racism. But the
article in question didnit address those issues.
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E iv Doveôs article also has an

A artrcle on Mexican women
which dismisses ñpacifism"
without discussing the issue

t I \ of civil disobedience at all.
"The image of a woman
with a knife" is described
as potentially óempow-

m eringô...
......- Katherine A Gilchrist

PS: I enclose an SAE as I
would appreciate knowing if you will print
this letter. If you do, Iôll buy a copy of that
issue, if not, I wonôt. I donôt mean to sound
negative, itôs a question of limited resources...
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for not being non-violent
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Third, no one has ever said that having an
abortion is a pleasant experience, or entirely
without risks. But nor is pregnancy or child-
birth for that matter! In fact, a frequent cause
cfpsychological distress in connection with
abortion is badgering by anti-abortion
rnedicos and harassment by pro-lrfersô.

As to whether we believe in non-violence-
TOO RIGHT WE DONôT . However, we often
support and print stuff by those who do, such
as Women in Black or Menwith Hill Peace
Camp. But these women are confrontr'ng the
state, not seeking an extension of
its powers in the name of non- 7
violence, or whinging at others

enough.
If youôd like to contact

Ramona and Ana of the EZLN,
and have a word about how they

II? Ã3 1';-ll ilk it $1! *

E ince Nigeriaôs
independence,

54 years ago, the
military has ruled
this country for 24 ~~/ô

lb-I7 Tome Review: G Pulling no punchert
I8-I9 Reproductive tllrongr
20-2| Bod fiction - Gro:: lllirconduct
22 Toon Review:

can non-violently defeat a feudal land-owning
Sjstenz. the multi-nationals profitr'ng from it.

and the Mexican
army, do give them

- a bum: on the Inter-
-net via ell0kal@-

"' "' parrgea.upces.
We ôre sure they ôd

REAILY love to hear
from you!

6/ activists, labour
if/ió \ j leaders, students,

óre---.._,__/ó 9 '_ is market women
5 _ and a section of

_ E the press. They
years, leaving ten T _ B P organised public
years to civilians. A memberô. demonstrations to
Hence most of our (R@Pt'i"Y@d "Pm Rebel Chieký "95 -896 IPVFBW) back up their
socio-political and economic prob-
lems had been blamed on the mili-
tary which has ruled this country.

A presidential election was held
on June 12 last year... however, the
clear winner, Chief Abiola was
annulled by
the military
was to  
v o k e d
widespread resentment.

Early in the year, pro-democracy
groups, labour leaders, students,
and a section of the Nigerian press
started calling for Chief Abiola to
reclaim his mandate and declare
himself-president of bligeria. He
was promptly arrested by the army
and detained. The oil workers
went on an indefinite strike, calling
on the military to release Abiola
and restore him to power. They
were supported by pro-democracy

suppport and this often ended up in vio-
lence... Between June and September, cars
were off the roads because there was no fuel.
People deserted the roads, banks, schools and
business centres also were closed. There were
food shortages and an outbreak of diseases.

In this
' ' r o w n ,

t y p h o i d
broke out

because of poor food and sanitation and
many people died. The army began a clamp-
down on all opposition groups, throwing their
members into jail without a trial. Some news-
papers were banned and many draconian
decrees were promulgated.

On 2 October, our military dictatorship
increased fuel prices by 400%. This further
impounded our tense political situation and
borught more hardships on us. Prices of food
and essential goods rose by 500% and went
beyond the reach of the common people. It is
now a common sight seeing many women

23 tirtingr 8. Clnimnntl (cont/d)
Ernrnn Humphrey: I-óree (but many more to go!)

and children feeding from the garbage dumps
of the rich and the middle class.

On -1 September. atô about 1:15 :~.::.. :";.;:"
(womens) Centre was attacitesd by armed rob-
bers. My eldest daughter was the first to be
woken from sleep by gun-shots... and swiftly
escaped into the bush. We were thoroughly
beaten, assaulted and searched, and all our
donated clothing, shoes, books, sewing
machines, small radio, and our money for food
was stolen. As if that was not enough, three of
our women were raped at gunpoint in front of
our eyes. I was only savefd from being raped
by my menses and I believe my daughter
could have been raped if she had not escaped.
We all saw the doctor in the rnoring, who
treated us for bruises, bodily... and genital
wounds, as well as protecting the women
against unwanted pregnancy.

Up till now we have not fully recovered
from the trauma of that incident. Meanwhile
we have nothing for our food and here it is
like living in hell on earth.

I am appealing to you to send us any little
help you can afford. Please try to beat mail
thieves by putting the cheque money in the
middle of a small book or magazine and send
by air mail to us as book post or printed matter,
for they are not interested in such postal items.
Hannah Edemikpong,
Box 185, Eket
Akwa Ibom
State,
Nigeria,
West
Africa

(Reprinted
from Rebel
Worker)
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Agrohp of 20 young women who came to
the Beijing Wcmenós Conference as

óyouth guestsô under the auspices of the Pan
Paciýc South-East Asian Wcmenôs
Association, discovered on their arrival that
their trip is being sponsored by Nestl®, the
Swiss multinational which controls nearly half
the global baby milk market. The women are
lodged in style and in return have been

The introduction of Eurc-peôs
strictest anti-abortion code -

in Poland in 1993 has resulted
in a tenfold increase in the
number cf babies found dead.
The new law, passed at the urging of the
Polish Flcman Catholic church, reduced
abortions from over 100,000 a year to 786
last year. The few exceptions to the ban
include cases of incest, rape or danger to
the motherôs health. However, last year one
rape victim was denied an abortion and

_,-;.-

On May 12th this year the lrish Supreme
Council ruled that the Abortion

Information Bill fAlBl is constitutionaL While
the AIB allows lrish women to get information
themselves about abortion óin Britain, this
ruling means that future changes in the abor-
tion laws are effectively barred. It also frees
up more doctors to refuse to give informa-
tion, which means that rural women will be
even more isolated, as views on abortion are
more óliberalô in the cities.
Pressure is continuing against the 1967
British abortion law, which still discriminates
against Northem lrish women.

Fled Pepper No 14, July 95

fban its

In Afghanistan, the militia are secluding
women. Fundamentalists are seizing power

while rival groups fight for control of the war-
torn country. The Taliban, a new militia of
young fundamentalist men, has seized power
in some cities. Taliban tries to keep women in
the areas it controls, such as the city of
Kandahar, from going to work, and requires
them to wear burkhas, which cover most of
the body. It also has tried to prevent them
from going into stores, allowing them only to

Issue 8 - autumn 1995 bad attltudn 3

asked to seek out activities at the
NGO Forum which are associated
with breastfeeding and to convey
the ccmpanyôs message: that Nestle
cares about babiesô health. They
were also asked to collect business

canals and pass them on to Nestl®.
Representatives from the lntematicnal Baby
Food Action Network and the World Alliance
for Breastfeeding Action are attending the
conference and their workshops highlight the
problems posed by the activities of transna-
ticnal companies.

Baby Milk Action

ordered to put the child up for adoption.
Polish women wanting abortions travel to the
former Soviet Union, if they can afford it,
though technology is often deficient. Poorer
women go to still more dangerous back-
street clinics. The Catholic church also
denounces the use of contraception. Great.

prominent Algerian feminist was killed in
the northem Kabyl region, presumably

by fundamentalist militants. Nabila Djahnine,
an architect in her mid-thirties, had led a
group called The City Woman. The funda-
mentalists have been engaged in guerrilla
warfare ever since the govemment cancelled
an election three years ago because it
looked as if the fundamentalists would win it.
At this point. the fundamentalist militants are
attacking intellectuals, unveiled women, and
other possible opponents.

cob, July 95

Another Algerian leading feminist is in
danger of being assassinated in Algeriaôs

'KnBB 110 '3 Din.
Ewing

Y0|1l' K1133
High and li-óail,ô

make purchases from open-air
stalls.
Two shopkeepers caught selling
goods to women were jailed for
three days. Who knows what
indecent things women might do if
they went into stores with male
clerks?
Schools have been closed to girls.
Unlike Iranôs leaders, who at least

! ~-'1'have a right-wing perspective of W *
the Koran, Taliban seems to be
just making up the most restrictive
ideas they can think of and
claiming that they are in the
Koran.

off our backs, april 95
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ir-Hanna, Israel, 21/6/95: Arab women
workers in a knitwear factory have won

a major victory against their employers, a Tel
Aviv industrial group.
Formerly paid less than the minimum wage,
they have conducted a three-year struggle
and four strikes to win a 30% pay rise, a five-
day week and greatly improved working con-
ditions. The 120 women, mainly young and
single, were led by 23-year old seamstress
Ataf El-Hatib. Their employers had situated
the factory in the Arab village in the belief
that such women, who have only recently
started going out to work, would be easy
fodder - got that wrong, eh?

G -

Ä

civil war. Khalida Messaoudi, founding
member of the óIndependent Association for
the Triumph of Womenôs Rightsô is very well-
known in Algeria for her outspoken opposi-
tion to both the govemment and Islamic
Fundametalists. She says that more than 80
people a day are being killed by fundamen-
talists and that ñcitizens are being
killed....randomly, just for the purpose of
terror....Thev kill women who oppose their
views of how we should behaveò. Her first
objective now, she says, is to stay alive - as
a symbol as well as physically - and sheôs
constantly on the move to survive.

Womenôs News, aprivmay, ó95)
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The legislature in Montana, USA is moving
to pass measures that would make those
convicted of crimes, including those done
under their repressive sexual laws, register
for life with the cops. Their laws criminalise
any sexual contact between members of the
same sex with punishment of up to 10 years
prison and fines up to $50,000.

Arm the Spirit

aqgninst óSlavery
The Chhatisgarh Women's Organisation
(CWO) in Mdhya Pradesh, India, have been
fighting for over a decade against bonded
labour, which means slavery for whole fam-
ilies on the basis of debts that never get
payed off. Bonded labour is officially abol-
ished but without groups like the CWO
there would be nobody doing anything
about it. To be more effective in a large
rural area, CWO are trying to get a jeep and
an appeal has been launched by Friends of
CWO. Contact 0171-837-7509.

centre crisis
The London Rape Crisis Centre has had its
funding stopped afer 19 years of vital work.
The decision, by the London Borough
Grants Committee, was taken without dis-
cussion or vote. The Centre intends to
appeal against the decision, and is also
trying to find 6,000 donors to covenant Ã10
a year to keep the place going. The Centre
Appeal line for more info is 0171-916-5466.

14//óell anfnir óStore
Yes, the attack on single mothers and
anyone not conforming to the HOLEY state
of matrimoney is going on across the
Atlantic, too: The HR4 Welfare Bill proposes
to cut state benefits to óteenô mothers; there
will be no benefits for any child born to
someone already on welfare. Also, hand in
hand with the anti-abortion, pro-ófamilyô
squad, the óillegitimacy ratioô under HR4 will
mean that individual states are given incen-
tives to reduce abortions (ie, force many
women in to unsafe, unmonitored abor-
tions) and to reduce babies born to unmar-
ried women.

ooh, July 95
Qqunl þay ýhctory
School dinner ladies in North Yorkshire
have won a court battle with their local
authority employer through the courts after
privisation cut their wages. Their wages
had been reduced to less than that of male
employees doing the same value work, but
law lords agreed that the council could not
use the excuse that they had to compete
with private tenders. This decision could
affect council workers nationwide.

Â1\f9hnn 14/lornen Qrgnnise
Afghan women have been working to
establish a women's organisation in Mazar
Sharif. In another development óIjtemai
Zanani Afghanistanô have released the first
issue of Afghan Woman.

Sbirkat Gab, Lahore, Pakistan












































