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was disappointed by your refusal to
print Lesley Dove’s article on pro-life
feminism. If I were editing a maga-
zine, it would be open to anyone who had
something worth saying. It seems that you can
only justify your censorship in this case by
trying to tell other women whether or not
they count as feminists. Surely this is not what
feminism is about.

You are not just refusing to let Ms
Dove have her say. You are also W
\

) ¢

closing your mind to children’s rights
campaigners who see abortion as a
lethal form of ageism, to dis-

abled women who
have noticed the
eugenic impli-
cations of
abortion, to
lesbians who
gre \fed 1D
with the way
gay and abortion
rights are often linked together when they are
completely different, and to everyone who won-
ders why Playboy funds abortion rights groups.
Worst of all, you are ignoring those women who

BA replies:
did you know our printing costs

# average to £65 per page? So we do

have to pick and choose what we print. Funny
that your peculiar lobby bave targeted our
bumble publication, for there are many
wealthy, powerful publications that would love
to print an article by a ‘pro-life feminist’. It
would be a gift. Have you tried the Sun?
Second, you have confused a broad pro-
choice perspective as simply pro-abortion. Pro-
choice .means women should control their
reproductive lives; it not only includes access to
abortion and contraception, but also the right
of women to have children. Of course, it can be
argued that ‘choice’ is a liberal fiction under a
class system and world-wide racism. But the
article in question didn't address those issues.

mm, speaking of scarce resources,
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thought that abortion was their ‘right’ and are
now suffering from the psychological effects of
their decision. Many pro-abortionists deny this
exists and assume their own reactions to apply
to every woman.
Perhaps you can’t deal with people
arguing against abortion from the
point of view of non-violence
because you, sadly, don’t
believe in non-violence. The
same issue (7) which contains
your refusal to print Ms
Dove’s article also has an

‘A article on Mexican women

which dismisses "pacifism"
m without discussing the issue

of civil disobedience at all.
"The image of a woman
with a knife" is described

" as potentially ‘empow-
- ering’...
i Katherine A Gilchrist

PS: I enclose an SAE as I
would appreciate knowing if you will print
this letter. If you do, I'll buy a copy of that
issue, if not, I won’t. I don’t mean to sound
negative, it’s a question of limited resources...

Third, no one bas ever said that having an
abortion is a pleasant experience, or entirely
without risks. But nor is pregnancy or child-
birth for that matter! In fact, a frequent cause
of psychological distress in connection with
abortion is badgering by anti-abortion
medicos and barassment by ‘pro-lifers’.

As to whether we believe in non-violence —
TOO RIGHT WE DON’T. However, we often

support and print stuff by those who do, such *

as Women in Black or Menwith Hill Peace
Camp. But these women are confronting the
stale, not seeking an extension of
its powers in the name of non-
violence, or whinging at others
for not being non-violent
enough.

If youd like to contact
Ramona and Ana of the EZLN,
and bave a word about how they
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can non-violently defeat a feudal land-owning
system, the multi-nationals profiting from it

and children feeding from the garbage dumps
of the rich and the middle class.

- .-

and the Mexican On 4 September, at' about 1:15 am, our
army, do give them (women’s) Centre was attacked by armed rob-
a buzz on the Inter-  bers. My eldest daughter was the first to be

| —net via ellokal®@-  Woken from sleep by gun-shots... and swiftly
| pangea.upc.es. escaped into the bush. We were thoroughly
We're sure they'd beaten, assaulted and searched, and all our
REALLY love to bear  donated clothing, shoes, books, sewing
from you! machines, small radio, and our money for food

was stolen. As if that was not enough, three of
our women were raped at gunpoint in front of

activists, labour  our eyes. I was only saved from being raped
leaders, students, by my menses and I believe my daughter
market women could have been raped if she had not escaped.
and a section of We all saw the doctor in the moring, who
the press. They treated us for bruises, bodily... and genital
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years, leaving ten
-Dplcal BA membef ? demonstrations to

years to civilians.
(Reprinted from Rebel Chicks '96 —see review)  back up their

Hence most of our
socio-political and economic prob-  suppport and this often ended up in vio-
lems had been blamed on the mili- lence... Between June and September, cars
tary which has ruled this country. were off the roads because there was no fuel.
A presidential election was held  People deserted the roads, banks, schools and
business centres also were closed. There were

on June 12 last year... however, the
clear winner, Chief Abiola was food shortages and an outbreak of diseases.

annulled by In this
the military, 5 L oW e
which pro- m typhoid
¥ ok ed broke out

because of poor food and sanitation and
many people died. The army began a clamp-
down on all opposition groups, throwing their
members into jail without a trial. Some news-
papers were banned and many draconian
decrees were promulgated.

On 2 October, our military dictatorship
increased fuel prices by 400%. This further
impounded our tense political situation and
borught more hardships on us. Prices of food
and essential goods rose by 500% and went
beyond the reach of the common people. It is
now a common sight seeing many women

widespread resentment.

Early in the year, pro-democracy
groups, labour leaders, students,
and a section of the Nigerian press
started calling for Chief Abiola to
reclaim his mandate and declare
himself-president of Nigeria. He
was promptly arrested by the army
and detained. The oil workers
went on an indefinite strike, calling
on the military to release Abiola
and restore him to power. They
were supported by pro-democracy

wounds, as well as protecting the women

against unwanted pregnancy.
Up till now we have not fully recovered

from the trauma of that incident. Meanwhile

we have nothing for our food and here it is
like living in hell on earth.

I am appealing to you to send us any little
help you can afford. Please try to beat mail
thieves by putting the cheque money in the
middle of a small book or magazine and send
by air mail to us as book post or printed matter,
for they are not interested in such postal items.

Hannah Edemikpong,
If

Box 185, Eket
Akwa Ibom

N Lou're hoping o see

West BA issue 9.

. burn to the

Back Page.

and home in on fhe

ez  Volunteers
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