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Bad Attitude? Bosses, misogynists, and the ruling classes of the world were
heaving a gent sigh of relief. Yes, the scourge that called into question their
very existence, that screech of strident feminism, that tanner of the flames of
discontent is no more. That spectre haunting their most dreaded nightmares

had been exercised! Bad Attitude, good riddancel
Meanwhile, anxious subscribers wondered whether BA had bitten the dust. Have we taken

the money and run? Has yet another women's project joined he ranks of the deceased?
No, we haven't spent the proceeds of your subs on huge quantities of illicit drugs (sniff,

sniff). Neither have we absconded with the funds for a dirty holiday in... Southend?
So what's ýre excuse? Right... you've already heard about throats from fascists, evictions,

illness and general knackerednass. What have we gotto say for ourselves this time? Er, in
addition to the previous...THE DOG ATE IT.

OK, now that's out of the way, we'll let you know now that we're alive and kicldng and we'll
be re-launching as a quarterly. This will not affect subscriptions and rates. One sub still gives
you six issues at our usual bargain price!

We apologise for any inconvenience to our subscribers, readers, and advertisers. We
intend to get back to-regular publication over the next year. ln the meantime, bear with us and
be assured we're not going away and you will be getting your subôs worth.

And come to our Bad Activities Day (9th July), if you want to get involved or just want to
meet other women with attitude problems. See back page for details.

Oovor photo: JoJo Whilden
Cover design: Susan Skill
See inside back cover for subscription rates (WHAT a good deal).
Distributed by: Central Books, 99 Wallis Fld, London E9 5LN. Tel: 081 986 4854 (bookshops

Thames News, 27-31 Webber St, London SE1 BOW. Tel: 071 928 6126 (newsagents)
Printed by: Wiltshire Ltd, Philip St, Bedminstsr, Bristol BS3 4DS
Thanks to: Susan, Amanda, Monica, Format Photo Agency, Sanja, Louise, Polly, Fluth
Wallsgrove, all our contributors & subscribers, & a sad goodbye to Leveller Graphics
Bad Attitude, 121 Flailton Road, London SE24 OLFI, Tel: 071 978 9057, Fax: 071 326 0353

Dear Baddes
I was somewhat surprised when I

read in ish 5 that women in ancient
Greece had no rights. From
research l have concluded that
women had a respectable
position in Ancient Greek
society. I don't want to com-9
ment on ódemocracyô
because it's another subject
and it was going on in
Ancient Athens. Other places 3
in the geographic area called _'
Greece had other govemment .9...""
systems. Women in the ancient i
world were sexually free, free
thinking and politically acting mem-
bers. The Greek Pantheon was
divided equally, six goddesses, six gods.
Women were in the philosophic schools;
women also had their schools. They were
philosophers-teachers. There are famous
women poets, doctors, astronomers, etc.

When the fascist.Christians spread, they
destroyed all that didn't ófitô or was radical. So
we now study Plato and Aristotle. The poetry
of Sappho, the astronomic work of Ypatia
and the work of all women, thousands of
books, were bumt. Women in the Byzantium
were considered by male Christians as less
than slaves. I think that the power of women
in Ancient Greece (and not only there) was
not everywhere the same and maybe in
Athens women lived in patriarchy. But even

Dear Aunty Attitude,
I've just made an AMAZING discoveryll
Last night I noticed a slight imbalance in

my brow line (I am known as a ólipstick les-
bianô). Well, of course I had to tear out the
offending eyebrow hair with my tweezers.
But, behold, attached tightly to the hair fol-
licle, hanging on grimly (and manfully) was a
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there
t h e y

had rights.
In other places

women were really
powerful and equal to men and were treated
as respectful persons.

Peggy Androvitsanea

BA: Interesting, but is this idealising the situ-
ation a little? Sorry about the massive editing
- NO SPACE!

Dear Sisters
Thankyou for the last issue of Bad Attitude

and the publication on the Palestinians. Keep
up the good work. lt's a great magazine,
wonderfully anarchic (my personal view).

Sue Spelling (PSC)
OOIIOUIIIIIIIIIIIOIIIIIIIIIIIIUUOIOIIiýilllilliillilltlililll

strange little white blob...
Out came the microscope, and under

strict laboratory conditions, I have located the
first ever defective gene for girly gays! It came
complete with a limp little penis, short shaved
head, and (giveaway) a rather worn set of
denim dungarees.

With this debilitating, nasty gene gone, I
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can get down to living the life of a REAL LIB-
ERATED woman, just like I dreamt about
when I had all those women's lib marches in
the '70s. I have to admit to being brighter and
happier and certainly more FEMININE. Guys
are even looking at me now and I no longer
feel uncomfortable when changing at the bad-
minton club.

I am even thinking of looking for a man
to settle down
with. My mother
is very relieved
and my girl-
friend has hard-
ly complained
since I told her
to shut up or I'd
get the tweezers
on her next.

P l e a s e
spread the word
amongst the
gay girly readers and advise that all tweezers
must be sterilised.

Yours,
A newly liberated woman.

Go ahead, enjoy life while you can and take
those tweezers along. Why not incorporate
fashion and hang them round your neck for
those moments when defective spiky genes
unexpectedly sprout again!

Dear Aunty
I am in a dilemma and hope you can give
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me some advice I stopped using deoderant
because I want to be more natural/more
right-on/less reliant on cosmetics. The conse-
quence is that my armpits do sometimes get
quite smelly. I wash them often but I'm still
worried. People I have contact with may be
unpleasantly surprised and keep their
distance. Should I return to using deoderant
(cruelty-free of course) or get used to

my own body
odour???

I would like
to add a couple
of points.
Firstly, I have
exceptionally
long armpit
hairs. Does this
mean I get more
smelly? Should I
trim my arm pit
hairs or would

that damage my ócredô?
Both my lovers seem to like my smelly

armpits (neither of them get very sweaty) so it
doesn't adversely affect my more intimate
moments. Furthermore I am allergic to certain
right-on deoderants. (Also I can- not spell
deoderant.)

YOURS SIVIELLILY,
Nelly

Call me old fashioned but no one likes a
smelly pit! And as for your allergy problems
be sure to use Mum. S

-_'i_ir.
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Apartheid has left a brutal class system that
can't be dismantled by an election. A pow-
erful racist right is active, with considerable
intemational support from fascist groups. But
there is also exhilaration and hope in for real
change. Over the
past two years
women have met in
communities, facto-
ries, and shops.
From this came a
South African
Womenôs Charter
which called for
women 4 to have
control of their lives
and equality in all
areas. They also
demanded shelters
and counselling for
survivors of male violence; and the right to
choose whether to have an abortion. Issues
such as polygamy, and lesbian relationships
were discussed in meetings, but not dealt
with much in the Charter.

Black women in the townships want major
economic changes. Here race and class divi-
sions become obvious. Catriona Fluan, an
Irish woman, describes a meeting between
black women activists and óprogressiveô
white women who operated a mine. The
black women talked about the need to bring
electricity, water, sanitation, and health care

 Jr

Campsfield óDetention Centreô (read:
prison) in Kidlington, near Oxford,
reached boiling point again on Sunday
5th June. Detainees staged a roof-top
protest against the rumoured deportation of
Ali Tamarat, from Algeria. The subsequent
riot went on through the night, and Ã20,000
of damage was estimated. HA! Six people
escaped, although one has been recaptured.
The 22 people ócentrally involvedô have now
been moved from the prison.

together to force a ban on the sale of cheap
liquor due to the increase li'l violence against
women caused by its sale Despite violent
police attacks on demonstrators, the women
continued to march, attack liquor shops and

Thousands of women in India have joined

hailand: In a bid to save money, the
Thai health ministry is launching a

I programme to counsel pregnant
HiV+ women to keep their bwies.

At present, many children are left with the
hospitals. This is proving expensive and the
aim, now, is to keep the baby with the
ófamilyô, even if the mother later dies. In this
situation a woman, herself probably in med-
ical need, will be caring for an infant with a
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ast April the African National Congress won the elections in South
Africa, signalling the end of the apartheid system after years of pop-
ular and armed struggle, and the end of the last bastion of white

to the townships. The white women's wor-
ries: who would pay for these programmes?
Our taxes? Will the ANC nationalise the
mine, or bring a minimum wage for domestic
workers? The black women responded that

direct rule in Africa. Well, does that mean everything's hunky-dory over
there? Should we all rush out and buy Cape apples? is it time stop averting
our eyes when we come to the shelf for South African wines in Tesco's?

ð 

they were asking for very basic things; SA is
very rich in resources and everyone could
benefit from them.

Catriona also describes meeting a woman
ANC activist who could have stood for elec-
tion, but decided to pull out so that she could
continue working ñon the groundò. She first
wanted to see how the ANC would operate
as a party in power.

So....the struggle continues!ô

Info: Women's News (Belfast)
Off Our Backs (USA)

Home Office statements regarding injuries
differ from those of the inmates - the
Immigration Minister reported only 6 people
receiving injuries, while film evidence shows
at least 8 people being taken away in ambu-
lances.

Chant Taoua, also from Algeria, is one of 3
people who gave an interview to the
Guardian on Wednesday 8th June. He had
been released from Campsfield and was
waiting to hear news of his appeal. By an
incredible coincidence, he was re-arrested
the following day, and immediately deported.
BASTAFIDS.

There are regular pickets and demonstra-
tions for the closure of Campsfield (300
people on Saturday 4th June).

Contact:
Campaign to Close Campsýeld,
c/o 111 Magdalen Fload, Oxford OX4 1FlZ.

even shaved the
heads of male

l offenders!
It's great to hear

about women attacking battering husbands,
but hopefully this movement won't go the
way of the old US Prohibiýon against alcohol
- a state weapon against the poor and a
great boost to big business/police óorganised
crimeó rackets.

The future's so bright, we gotta wear shades! Photo: Maggie Murray/Format
it

On 25th Jan-
uary 20 pro-
testers from
the Campaign
Against the Child Support Act daubed the
front door of Peter Lilley (Social Security
Minister) with slogans.

This is just part of the resistance of the
Child Support Act - a vigourous campaign
against the Scottish and English CSA head-
quarters has been mounted, including abu-
sive phonecalls, bomb hoaxes and boxes of
shit through the doors. In fact, unpopulaiity is
running so high that the CSA agency office in
Falkirk couldn't even manage to get a
booking for their Christmas Party - Ho, ho, ho.

group calling I  
itself the
Barbie Liberation Organisation

have been up to Great Good, sabotaging
over 300 Barbie and GI Joe dollies by
switching the computer chips that make them
talk. ñVengeance is Mine!ò and ñNo Escape
for the Guiltyò are Barbie's new catch-'em
phrases, while Joe screeches ñLet's have a
dance contestò and murmurs ñKen's such a
dreamò. The ócorrectionsô were done by

Chiang Flai City, an area greatly affected by
HIV/AIDS tested positive for HIV.

The media
have been
focussing on
those poor dad-

dies who have to pay more than they can
afford, but meanwhile it's women who lose
out most, and it's women who are resisting,
with many groups up and down the country
starting advice leafleting and poster cam-
paigns. Get in touch if you needlcan help:

Edinburgh CACSA, PO Box 87, EH1 3LJ
London CACSA, PO Box 297, NW6 5OU
- Tel 071 837 7507

Info from Counter Information No 39

buying dolls (shame they didn't nick óem)
from different stores across the country,
switching the chips, repacking them and
replacing them on shop shelves. So far no
oneôs made any complaints.

WHAT A |,AlJ_Q|;ll

Info from Off Our Backs
No 2, Vol xxiv.
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of this. The óAIDS epidemicô results from the
, sex trade and it is typical that the cost will be

on-occur-ocnoooooooooooooeoooooooooscceooocoolcocoonirrneuron-nooseirreooouoooonooooocooirrno situation results from the abuse of borne the women traded, ratherthan those

30% likelihood of developing AIDS. The Thailand and its poor by economically pow- who have used and profited by this trade.
average lifespan of
such a chþd, in I
Thailand, is 18 I
months, comparing
with 10 years in the
West.

The national average of women with AIDS,
in Thailand, is 1%, of whom many are of
childbearing age. Six percent of women in

erful nations. It is terrifying that people, pri-
marily women, can be used as a sexualised

I

Meanwhile, the exploiters are laughing all
the way to the bank.

cash crop and then be further destroyed by
the economic disaster that follows as a result Info from Richard S Ehrlich
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