
A CLASSLESS society where people run things co-operatively,
without bosses? A nice idea, but how could it happen?
Argentina today shows how a revolution could start. Neighbour-
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_ hood assemblies, workersó occupations, the piqueteros unemployed

UP AGAINST THE WALL Captured police are held at machete point by
peasants from San Salvador Atenco defying state plans to build Mexico
Cityôs new airport on their land (Chinconcuac, 25 April). On 1 Aug.
President Fox announced the withdrawal of the compulsory purchase
orders and the abandoning of the airport plans for Atenco. If confirmed
this will be a great victory for community solidarity and direct action. A
long struggle culminated in July with a virtual insurrection in Atenco and
3 other towns, with the peasants capturing and holding prisoner 19
government officials.

movement creating serni-liberated zones .... .. This could be the begin-
ning of ñordinary peopleò - instead of businessmen and politicians -

1 taking all the important decisions in society.
Neighbourhood assemblies in Buenos Aires are organising

vital seryices like child care. Assemblies are linking up with
workers in struggle. Workers are taking over and running their
workplaces. Piqueteros are operating hundreds of self-managed
projects and challenging state power in some areas.
Different grass-roots movements are coming together in

struggle and in the Piquetero National Assemblies, where
questions of revolution, taking power and the end ofexploitation
are discussed.
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On 3 Feb. the ñCentarioò neighbourhood co-ordination aþirmed
that thepeople should govern through thepopular assemblies.
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Most such movements are either crushed, or ýzzle out. But
while revolution cannot be created merely by proclaiming its
necessity, in certain situations the fire of revolt can catch hold
and spread, involving ever more people in ever more areas.
Ifworkers and residents come together to jointly decide what

work needs done, who is to do it, and how - and if this happens
in enough places involving enough people - then the old power
of the employers and the state could be challenged. This
situation of "dual power" could culminate in the new power of
peoplesó own self-organisation wresting control away from the
ruling class.
Of course the ruling class wonôt give up power peacefully.
People will need to seize and defend all societyôs resources -
workplaces, land, transport etc.. ALL must take power, not
new ñleft-wingò rulers. Revolution canôt succeed in one country
alone - but Argentina today is an inspiration for people
everywhere to take action themselves.
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ECONOMIC CRISIS and
government austerity measures
have plunged many in Argentina
into desperate poverty. 30% are
unemployed.
The International Monetary

Fund are demanding draconian
cuts and sackings to repay Ã132
billion debt.
But from Dec. 2001 through to

today, mass resistance rocks the
system. A successful anti govern-
ment mobilisation saw people
blockading main roads country-
wide on 26/27 June, despite 2
demonstrators being shot dead.
Neighbourhood assemblies

have mushroomed. In Buenos
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REVOLT!
SOCIAL revolt is also erupting in
S.American states like Paraguay.
Uruguay, Brazil. with many land
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Aires 200 open local assemblies
meet weekly, and also send 2 man-
dated delegates to a weekly coor-
dinating assembly.
Assemblies organise many

activities - demos, solidarity with
workers, neighbourhood banks, a
first aid clinic, community
vegetable gardens, news-sheets,
street parties, skilled workers
reconnecting electricity, gas and
water to people cut off for non-
payment. a successful struggle to
win a subsidised nursery /canteen
and jobs for local unemployed.
Committees work on areas like
health. "Here, no one is in charge,
we are going to take turns,ò said
an assembly member.

occupations. and Bolivia where the
social movement in Cochabamba is
fighting to abolish parliament and
create a popular assembly.

SAVE BAKKARI
BAKKARI Adoui þed to Scotland in
1998 in fear of his life in Tanzania.
Now the Home Office are trying to
deport him back there. Bakkari
faces a hearing in Glasgow on 19
September. Solidarity is needed
urgently. Petitions and info from
Bakkari Adoui Campaign c/o

The unemployed workers
movement, the piqueteros, block-
ade motorways to demand - and
often win - jobs, food, education,
and health care. Over 60% are
women. Centred around neigh-
bourhoods, all decisions are made
at assemblies.
The piqueteros have created

quasi-liberated zones - in General
Mosconi, they run 300+ projects,
eg bakeries, organic gardens, clin-
ics, and water puriýcati on.
Workers are striking and occu-

pying workplaces, eg the Perfrl
and Turbio mines. The Zanon ce-
ramics factory in Neuque has been
operating under workers control

TUCRC, 26 Albany St., Edinburgh
EH1 www.bakkari-adoui.fsnet.co.uk

MCRESISTING
ON October 16th 2002, a small
proportion of the 1.5 million people
employed by McDonalds around the
world will take our first tentative
steps towards a better world.
Hundreds ofl\/1cDonalds workers,
concentrated in the UK. but also
across continental Europe, Russia,
North America and Australasia, will
take direct action against our
employers. Not necessarily strikes.
but definitely sabotage, go-slows,

for 6 months. Cacerolazos, where
demonstrators bang pots and pans,
attacks on banks and the looting
of supermarkets, are widespread.
ñThey all must goò - all

politicians, multinationals, the
banks, the IMF - announced 1000
delegates at the 2nd National
Piqueterosô Assembly of
Unemployed and Employed
Workers on 22/23 June. They
declared for an active general
strike to open the road to a new
popular rebellion, so that the
people and workers will govern.
www.argentina.indymedia.org
Que Se Vayan Todos: Argentinaôs
Popular Rebellion : pamphlet from
artactivism@.gn.apc.org

partial walk outs. óphone in sick
days". etc. It will be the ýrst ever co
ordinated. internationa-l, worker led
mobilisation by the l\/lcDs workforce.
October 16th was chosen because
since the mid 1980s it has been
World anti-l\/lcDonalds day.
Info: lrttp://'rnwr'.org.uk.='action.htm

WILDCAT!
2,000 postal workers took unofýcial
strike action in Glasgow on 14/15
August. The dispute, starting in the
Springburn sorting centre and
spreading to 8 delivery offices,
concerned the compulsory redeploy-
ment of workers.
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