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HE FINAL ACT???

Some guidance notes in anticipation of
The Mother of all Evictions.




When Superman joined the No M11 Link ¢
Campaign he took a little time to come to terms
with our ideas of non-violence!

Now he’s one of the many who has pledged
to take part in the peaceful defence
of Claremont Road



Children playing in Claremont - Sﬂmmer 1994

ARS WILL PASS




 WHAT IS CLAREMONT ROAD"

pectacular resistance is perhaps the hallmark of the No M11 Link Campaign. After the

Wanstead Sweet Chestnut Tree, Jast December, Wanstonia in February and a visit to
Transport Secretary. John MacGregor's tooftop in April, the campaign is now preparing for
what may proves to- be its biggest event yet. Until recently Claremont Road was an
ordinary row of small terraced houses, which just happened to lie in the way of a
proposed motorway. Now it has been nansf(nmed - virtually all the houses have now
been squatted to prevent their demolition: the walls have been paited with colourful
murals both inside and outside; the carriageway is blocked to all car waffic by sculptures;
there are ingenious barricades and wee=houses, linked by aerial walkways to the rooftops
on the other side of the road..... It is at once a community, an artistic statement and a
powerful defence against the destructivé'might of the Department of Transport.

o - LATEST NEWS UPDATE

You may recently have read in one national newspaper that Claremont Road had been
evicted - no doubt the civil servants were bitterly disappointed to discover that this
was not the case! The facts are that .on Tuesday, August 2nd. 500 police officers and
numerous bailiffs spent a whole day evicting and demolishing just four 1e houses on
Claremont, in an operation which cost £200,000. A severe blow to the street. but by no
means terminal. That still leaves a row of about 25 homc‘\ standing solid. some of which
cannot legally be evicted for at least a week at the time of writing (August 10th), and
Pms‘i bly a good deal longer. -One of these is the home where Dolly Watson has lived

since she was'born there 93 vears ago. ‘Despite her poor sight and limited mebility, Dolly
is refusing to leave. Her courage and determination are an inspiration to us all.

However, the frightening lessons of this recent invasion are, firstly, that Claremont Road
may now not be taken in a single massive eviction as we had originally anticipated, and
secondly that the police are capable of mounting an operation of this size without us
getting even so much as a minute’s warmning, in order to activate the No M11 Phone Tree
On the other hand, even without warning, and with our phone lines illegally cut down
by bailiffs at the start of the operation, the phone tree still worked well enough to bring
us within spitting distance of holding off the eviction completely that day. With a little
more warning - or working ph()ne lines - who knows what might have happened? In
short, there is stll a hell of a lot to play for - next time if we can hold off the bailiffs
completely for a day, the embarrassment could be enormous!

ABOUT THIS INFORMATION PACK

The reason for sending vou this pack is to give you some idea of what to expect if
there is a big eviction. Although obviously nc)bod\ can predict quite what will
happen, the guidance notes on “Stopping the Sheriffs” (centre pages) are based on the

campaign's past experience of big evictions, and are intended to help you to decide how
you can most usefully contribute. We also recommend you that you pay careful to the
legal briefing towards the back of this booklet. Nobody should feel under pressure-to
take any action that places them unwillingly in danger of arrest or injury. The more you
know beforeh andythe begier placed you are to decide for yourself what risks you are or
are not prepared to take, and it is important that this-sheuld:he an informed decision on
your part.

So PLEASE take time to read it as soon as possible - you may need to know 1t if the phone
rings tOMOTTOW Morning.....



CLAREI‘IOH'I‘ ROAD - DIREC'I' POLITICS

11 November 1993 when Mick Roberts received his eviction papers he acted in a way

that has since served as an inspiration to everyone else on Claremont Road. He tore
them up and started barricading his house. The sound of Mick’s lone hammer has
transformed itself over the last months into the sound of dozens of hammers, saws and’
paint brushes, as a community has formed and asserted itself. The determination of
residents to ignore the intimidation and stay to the last has inspired many to join them.
Claremont Road is now one of the most significant obstacles the Department of Transport
(DoT) has ever had to face. At Wanstonia it took 700 police officers, 200 security guards
and 40 bailiffs to evict us from just three houses. There are over thirty houses on
Claremont Road. With enough people there is a real chance of completely preventing the
evictions from happening.

" A FESTIVAL OF RESISTANCE

Claremont Road is not just about barricades and defences. What initially seemed a
handy tactic to delay the roadbuilders has transformed itself into something much,
much more. Have you been down Claremont Road yet? If you have time, come and visit
us before the siege begins. The only cars you are likely to see here are overgrown with
flowers and grass. This is a place blooming with alternatives to slow death by pollution
and car-induced social isolation. Normally streets are places where people rush past each
other in metal boxes on the way to work. Claremont Road is 2 communal space where
we meet and socialise, make music and hatch plans. Its no utopia, but it is one way
things can be when the car no longer rules.

- SUMMER OF ‘94

It is turning out to be a Iong hot summer for our m1ghty leaders; the scandal over lethal
levels of pollution, a popular rail strike against an unpopular government, and now the
prospect of massive opposition to the Criminal Justice Bill - a bill which institutionalises
the paranoia and hatred of its makers but which, through the breadth of its attack has
unified groups from pickets, travellers and ravers to squatters and road protesters
themselves. The protest against the M11 Link and the defence of Claremont Road are
already a focal point for these issues. They will be vital in demonstrating our collective
dissent in the most powerful way possible.

: ,_  PEACEFUL PROTEST

he No M11 Link Campaign is fully committed to peaceful direct action and this day

will be no exception. Whatever our individual attitudes, non-violence has simply
proved to be the most effective way to campaign. We are not involved-in a one-off
demonstration or confrontation; this is daily struggle in which we are usually
outnumbered and outsized by security guards and often subjected to police bias. The
campaign would have ground to a halt within days from exhaustion, arrest and injury if
violence had been part of the campaign. Qur dispute is with the DoT and its insane
transport policies, and not with the police or security guards.

What if I'm attacked? Given that over 2000 people have been involved in direct action
here, instances of violence have been rare. Still, police and security guards are not all
angels, and there may be circumstances in which physical self defence seems necessary.
Yet these are often the moments when non-violence can be most effective. Nothing will
unnerve a bully more than your refusal to be intimidated into losing your cool. Keep
talking calmly but firmly and call for a camera. If you sense you or someone else losing
control, it can be useful to pull yourself or the other person out of the action to calm
down. Don’t feel you have to stand by if other people are being hurt; if you can intervene
peacefully, do so. We are neither passive “fluffies” nor a violent rent-a-mob, we are trying
to stop an insane government department from destroying this street using the most
powerful force we have - mass peaceful resistance.



A STEP BY STEP GUIDE TO STOPPING THE SHERIFFS

The following information is about the practicalities of the eviction, and lessons learnt
from previous evictions that will hopefully make the day extremely effective.

There are loads of ways of contributing on the day. This is not just about hardened eco-
warriors saving the planet - although they will certainly be welcomed. It's about mass
opposition to something we all know is totally wrong and which we should all have a
part in stopping. So whether you bring your D Locks or your knitting - there’s a place
for everyone.

We can’t predict exactly what will happen on the day. The following are examples of
the kind of things that might happen, based largely on our experience of previous big
evictions.

Briefings: :

If we receive prior warning, you will have time to get here before the evictions ‘start.
When people arrive there will be briefings and you can familiarise yourself with the street.
However, it is looking increasingly unlikely that we will get a tip off. This means you
may well get a phone call after the eviction has started. If you can, (and please try) it is
still vital you make it down here, they are relying on the fact that people wont make it
without prior warning. It is for us to show them that we can be effective even at short
notice. Obviously this scenario is slightly more chaotic and for those of you without
experience it may be difficult to arrive at the scene of an eviction and feel you can’do
anything. Don’t worry, Once you've got here your mere presence will be having an
effect. Take time to work out what's going on. Try to speak to someone with a white
armband, they should be @ble to help you with any questions. Be a casual observer until
you feel comfortable enough to get more involved.

The Street:

A large section of the street is likely to be cordoned off by police. Within a police cordon,
people will be moved on fairly quickly. By sitting down and linking arms and legs, the
task of moving us will be harder. Locking on to objects on the street with chains or
bikelocks will also hold them up. This may sound a little surreal and it is, but it's
effective. 5 -

The Houses:

Downstairs: Most of the ground floors will be barricaded. During previous evictions’
bailiffs tried to sledgehammer their way in using whatever force necessary and then
attempted to drag everyone out. We can slow the eviction process down by rebuilding
the barricades as the bailiffs advance

If the bailiffs get in, the same obstructive techniques apply as on the street. Once
removed, try to get in again! There’s almost bound to be a gap in the police cordon
somewhere. If not, then big groups of people should be able to walk determinedly
through the cordon. Be calm and determined, working together as a group.

Upstairs and the Attics: The stairs have been replaced by ladders that can be pulled up
and then the hatches closed. If the bailiffs eventually gain entry, they will still have to
carry people down ladders. Wriggling around as they try to carry/drag you can be very
effective. Try to remain active, and work to keep the atmosphere peaceful. If they start
getting through the floor or attics then get some board and put it in their way. Again,
linking arms and legs, especially in a confined space (a corridor, for example) will delay
their efforts.
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