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Anarchists have never hung back in the ýght against fascism This pamphlet covers
the physical and ideological battles that anarchists have waged against fascism and
its authoritarian dream. It starts with the Arditi del Popolo (Peoples Commandos)
against Musso1iniôs Blackshirts, goes via German anarcho-syndicalists to the
Spanish Revolution of 1.936. This much can be found (usually well buried!) in the
history books. But this pamphlet also uncovers the history of anarchist anti-fascism
in ýghting against the National Front in Britain in the seventies and the óNo
Platformô activities of Anti-Facist Action & Anti-Racist Action in the eighties,
nineties and beyond. Documents from Russia and Australia and an interview with
current activists ýom Britain and North America ýll out a comprehensive look at
the ideas and practice of anarchist anti-fascism

Read it and youôll know we donôt ýght fascism out of loyalty to the current
set-up: we want a world without bosses! This reader will give you an insight into
the anarchist critique of fascist ideas -- and our history of practical opposition to
them

Know the sort ofworld you want. Know your enemy and
remember this ð we have to beat the fascists every time,
they only have to beat us once. if they come into power,
we are dead and buried. Literally.

- ý'om the óAnti-fascism nowô interview.

Kate Sharpley Library A L A M;1; ,IV
BM Hurricane, London wc 1N sxx, UK r gsó ' _ "Ii

~2- t as

óQt?as ?~.=ii?:.:;ôiió?-.~"Ti-7"=

at

ñómoñ

PMB 820, 2425 Channing Way,
Berkeley CA 94704, USA at

só *1 s
www.kateshaÄplglibraÄy.net ' lñ i J

ISBN 1-srseos-ss-9 set-;;;;ió~,oó7'
Anarchist Sources Series #6 ISSN 1479-9065 A A I

ónib || ' --
1

'.!,-lè.|' '
-._-n- ,; . |.. 3;. -
-sill 1- v1|"! -

,1 'i_| .
.i;ó_ - .|

'1 l
. = l.

_óÁ'-E' BEATIN6 FASCISM
'. ;ó-l- 1.

ANARCI-lI$1' ANTI-FASCISM
y m THEORY AND PRACTIQE

l

0

' ..-.l___.ñ"'\~;.,5__-;"-"_' ~__,_,__..----__. __--~'""

.' I

.| _;|-'.

in

it-I





(iii) It is better to do one serious thing then get right away ý'om the area and live to ýght.
another day.
(iv) Empty your pockets in the morning. Ifarrested while carrying a bit of dope, a small
penknife or an address book your life can get much more complicated. Carry enough cash In
get taxis in an emergency.
(v) Keep yourself ýt, and sober.
(vi) Four people who know what they are doing can be much more effective than four
hundred useless paper-sellers. So, try to ýnd a small group ofpeople you can trust not to run
away or blab when things get heavy, and stick with them
(vii) Try to prepare in advance ð tactics, local geography, emergency phone numbers, etc.
As Joe Thomas used to say ó . . .the best spontaneous revolutionary actions are always in lite!
well planned beforehandô!
From Bash the Fash

Fascism
Fascism is a populist, collectivist and statist movement opposed to ómonopolyô capitalism
and communism. Although fascism recruits from all social classes it attracts mainly lllt-.
middle classes since it appears to offer an óaltemative to bolshevismô while pennitting them
to maintain their interests by establishing themselves as the Third Force between mull i-
national and state capitalism.
Fascism feeds on dissatisfaction, rancour, exaggerated nationalism, anti-communism and
racial prejudice: all traits which þourish in times ofpolitical and social insecurity.
Fascism has produced no rational system of ideas and has special appeal to those who lack
the critical ability to bring together all the relevant facts and factors when assessing a situa-
tion and their own emotions; people who either through habit or inertia have become totally
dependent on others for their opinions and who ýnd uncritical obedience to authority both
comfortable and advantageous.
From Stuart Christie, Steýino Delle Chiaie: Portrait ofa óBlackô Terrorist

Spontaneous anti-fascism
A substantial group of rebellious and anti-authoritarian young people is attracted to militant
anti-fascism. The essence of this spontaneous anti-fascism certainly isnôt an elaborated
critique of fascist theories or a detailed understanding of the actual history of the fascist
movement. Itôs more of a gut level rejection of the traditional fascist notions: whoôs superior
and whoôs inferior; what constitutes a good life and whatôs corrupt. Fascists want a society
and culture restricted to those they deýne as superior people. We donô t. They want disci-
pline and order. We want autonomy and creativity. Their goal is an idealized, basically
mythical past, we want a totally different future. They line up behind maximum leaders; we
want a critical and conscious rank and ýle.
Don Hamerquist in Confronting Fascism: Discussion Documentsfor a Militant Movement
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Italy was the birthplace offascism with its theory of ónational rebirth ô and its practice of
destroying working class organisations, while relying on the state to protect itfrom any
backlash. Eventually the Italian ruling class handed Mussolinipower afier the so-called
óMarch on Romeô, 28 October 1922. Even before this, Anarchists were in theforeýont of
the antifascist resistance, as shown here.

The Anarchists against lhllan Fascism
In the wake of the First World War (in which Italy was a participant ý'om 1915, and in
which she lost hundreds of thousands ofmen) Italy was ushered into a period of acute social
tension and struggle... strikes, agitation, campaigns against the cost of living, endless
popular demonstrations were the keynote to the years 1919-20, cuhninating in the seizure of
very many factories in September 1920. The strongest organisation on the leý was the
Socialist Party; it also controlled the largest trade union confederation (The CGIL)-and, in
Avanti! had the most widely read opposition newspaper. But the Socialist movement was
rent by a deep internal division between refomiists (the moderate wing) and the maximalists
(the more belligerent one). Occupying second position on the leþ: was the Anarchist
movement, then largely organised within the Unione Anarchica Italiana, which, ý'om 1920
to 1922, had its own daily paper in Umanita Nova, with sales of 50,000. Anarchist groups,
the bulk of their members drawn from among proletarians were to be found in one degree or
another throughout Italy. In considerable areas the anarchistsô inþuence was equal to or
greater than that of the socialists. At any rate, thanks to the overwhehningly anarchist inþu-
ences in the revolutionary syndicates ofthe Unione Sindacale Italiana (which, in 1920, had
almost half a million members and, in Armando Borghi, an anarchist for its secretary), the
anarchists were the pacesetters in class struggles, union disputes, the campaign of solidarity
with revolutionary Russia... agitating speciýcally for revolutionary remedies.

It was, consequently, obvious that when (because of the timidity of the Socialists) the
factory occupations failed and the movement entered its great crisis, the anarchists would be
the ýrst to be hit by the repression of the state and the employers.

By October 1920 Errico Malatesta, Armando Borghi and many other comrades had been
arrested and þung into prison for months on end, only to be discharged: meanwhile the state
had had them out of its hair for a considerable period.

It was against this backgound of anti-proletarian, counter-revolutionary reaction that
fascism evolved. It was constituted as a movement in 1919 on the basis of an ambiguous
programme embracing conservative aims with vaguely socialistic ones (it should not be
forgotten that only 5 years before, Benito Mussolini had been a national leader of the
Socialist Party and director of its newspaper, Avanti!) hi a short time, however, the fascists
provided clear evidence of their true leanings. They aligned themselves with the factory
owners and agrarian magnates against the workers, their organisations, aspirations and
struggles. Fascist gangs stormed the premises of socialists and anarchists, ransacking union
locals, wotuiding and murdering the more combative militants. Fascist activity became more
and more widespread. They were ferried to their orgies of destruction and death aboard
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uucks belongng to the Carabinieri, sometimes there were even Carabinieri along with
them... the same Carabinieri whose official duty it was to ómaintain orderô and óuphold the
lawô. Lined up behind them was a large part of the employer class, resolved to take their
revenge for the ógreat fearô struck into them by the revolutionary proletarian upheavals of
the struggles of the years 1919 to 1920.

In reply to fascist violence, the anarchists issued a summons to direct action, to prompt
retaliatory violence. Malatesta and other militants were clear on the vital necessity of nut
allowing to pass unanswered the attacks of fascists backed or at least tolerated by the state;
they also discemed the class meaning and authoritarian import of the rising wave of lilscisl
violence and the perils implicit in the socialistsô attitude. For different reasons, both tl re
Socialists and the Communists (a Commtmist Party came into being in January 1921 as ll
minority breakaway from the Socialist Party) rejected the anarchistsô line and (this is
especially true of the Socialists) opted instead to work towards a ónon-aggression pactô with
the fascists; such a pact was indeed signed in the summer of 1921. Together, the signatories
undertook to eschew the use of violence, etc., etc. What followed was clearly foreseeable.
The Socialists honoured the pacts while the fascists continued, and, indeed, escalated then
violence. However, whereas the Socialistsô leadership clung to activities within the lnw,
many rank and ýle Socialist militants, Communists, and militants of the Left broadly speak
ing enlisted in the Arditi del Popolo movement to offer proletarian violence by way of reply
to the violence of the fascists. The Arditi del Popolo represented what was ahnost a spontn
neous movement; in many areas, the movement was promoted by the anarchists who looked
forward to all the forces of the Left cooperating as one in the struggle. In many places
(Sarzana and Parma are merely the most celebrated) fascist attacks were repulsed success-
ýilly and the fascistsô accession to power rendered more difficult. However, at the end ot
1922 Mussolini was called by the King to head the government and within 4 years all
opposition to him had been proscribed, parliament dissolved and the entire press subjected
to prior censorship of its copy. This signalled the triumph of the dictatorship, clandestine
resistance to which had never been lacking: that resistance, initiated in 1919 and which
ended in 1945 with the expulsion of Nazi troops (Mussoliniôs regime having collapsed in
July 1943) had seen anarchists play an important role, not least numerically.

All of the forces and parties which had more or less fought against fascism have shared
power from 1945 to the present day [I981], capitalising on their óantifascistô credentials as
a weapon in their political campaigns. This is particularly true of the Communists, who, in
organisational terms, were the largest of the antifascist groupings. By contrast, the
anarchists have of cotuse stood outside of, and opposed to these campaigns: furthermore
they have, in other forms, persisted with their struggles against exploitation, injustice,
capitalism, the Church, etc. At endless antifascist commemorations, everyone has received a
mention (even the maverick Christian democrat or Carabiniere who resisted fascism)...
everyone, that is, except the anarchists. Our contribution to the struggle against fascism ð- at
contribution paid in terms of ideas, human lives, campaigning, suffering and imprisomnent
has (logically enough) been ignored. [...]
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The reader (even the English reader) will have small difficulty in grasping the intimate
correspondence between individual behaviour and the social aims of the anarchists
immersed in the antifascist struggle. There are two points which I must make: ýrst, that, in
participating in countless armed actions against the fascist gangs ýrst and later against the
repressive apparatus of the fascist state, and, later still, against Nazi troops, the Italian
anarchists (illuminated after 1936 by the tragic experience of Spain where several hundred
Italian activists had been involved) always shunned the mentality of militarism and hierar-
chy and continually emphasised even by their deportment their unstinting libertarian, anti-
authoritarian methodology. Secondly, in their use and propagandisation of the use of
violence, whether in its collective guise of armed revolt or in its individual guise of tyranni-
cide, the anarchists were, on the whole, as vehement in their denunciations of Reformist
hesitancy and in their encouragement to workers to employ retaliatory violence as they were
careful not to let themselves go ýnther than necessary, and restricted their own role to that
of óavengersô and let it go at that. Indeed, for the anarchists, the struggle against fascism
was (albeit a struggle with characteristics peculiar to itself) pursued from the outset as part
of a broader revolutionary undertaking, aimed at realising libertarian socialism and the
maximum liberty possible. Thus it was a struggle that could not be called off - and it has
not been called off.

Paolo Finzi
Milan, June 1981

The veteran Italian Anarchist militant Malatesta had harsh wordsýir the politicians who
encouragedfascism, and harsher onesjbr those who had dissuaded the Italian workers
from defending themselves, the only thing that might haveprevented their defeat. This
defeat was huge, despite Malatesta ôs mistake in thinking ódeep down, nothing will have
changedô.

lllluasollnl In Power
Fascism has ýnally acceded to govermnent, the cuhnination of a protracted series of crimes.

And Mussolini, the Duce, so to describe him, has opened by treating parliamentary
deputies the way an insolent master would treat stupid, lazy servants.

Parliament, which should have been óthe champion of ýeedomô, has demonstrated what it
is worth.

This leaves us utterly unmoved. There is nothing to choose between a braggart spluttering
and threatening because he feels safe and an acolyte of cowards who seems to wallow in his
abj ection. Let us note only ð~ and not without a feeling of shame - what sort of folk is it that
lord it over us and from whose yoke we have not managed to ýee ourselves.

But what are the meaning and the implications, the likely outcome of this new way of
achieving power in the kingôs name and service, violating the constitution that the King had
pledged himself to honour and defend?

Aside from the would-be Napoleonic poses which are in fact only comic opera posturing,
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