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Anarchists have never hung back in the fight against fascism. This pamphlet covers
the physical and ideological battles that anarchists have waged against fascism and
its authoritarian dream. It starts with the Arditi del Popolo (Peoples Commandos)
against Mussolini’s Blackshirts, goes via German anarcho-syndicalists to the
Spanish Revolution of 1936. This much can be found (usually well buried!) in the
history books. But this pamphlet also uncovers the history of anarchist anti-fascism
in fighting against the National Front in Britain in the seventies and the ‘No
Platform’ activities of Anti-Facist Action & Anti-Racist Action in the eighties,
nineties and beyond. Documents from Russia and Australia and an interview with
current activists from Britain and North America fill out a comprehensive look at
the ideas and practice of anarchist anti-fascism.

Read it and you’ll know we don’t fight fascism out of loyalty to the current
set-up: we want a world without bosses! This reader will give you an insight into
the anarchist critique of fascist ideas — and our history of practical opposition to
them.

Know the sort of world you want. Know your enemy and
remember this — we have to beat the fascists every time,
they only have to beat us once. If they come into power,
we are dead and buried. Literally.

— from the ‘Anti-fascism now’ interview.
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introduction

This pamphlet gives a selection of anarchist accounts of fascism and how it can be
beaten. It doesn’t focus on events in the long history of anarchist anti-fascism but ideas:
the how and why, more than the who and when, of anarchist resistance to fascism. We
hope it’ll be interesting and useful both to anarchist activists, and anyone interested in
opposing fascist ideas and actions.

The ‘working definition’ for this pamphlet is that fascism is the violent repression of the
working class and all its organisations, and the takeover of the state and society by a
party who want to sacrifice everything to their idea of the nation. Often this ‘nation’ is
defined by race, and racism is a common tool of fascist organising. But at its heart is a
cult of the state, and violent action to ‘renew’ it. Fascism differs from other dictatorships
in not just relying on the violence of the police and army but in creating its own force to
permeate and terrorise society. Fascists are used by the ruling classes, or enter in
alliances with them, but they are not always controlled by them: fascist movements have
their own agenda.

Anarchists are inevitably anti-fascists, but our anti-fascism does not see fascism as

‘bad government’ and ask ‘good government’ to save us. Fascism is just the worst
government and to it we oppose class struggle, human liberation, and physical
opposition. As the anarchists of Mujeres Libres (Free Women) put in in 1936:
To be an antifascist is too little; one is an antifascist because
one is already something else. We have an affirmation to set up
against this negation ... the rational organisation of life on the
basis of work, equality and social justice. If it weren’t for this,
anti-fascism would be, for us, a meaningless word.

Fascism is adaptable — anything which will bring it closer to power can be rationalised.
While some still try to be stormtroopers and carry on with birthday parties for Hitler,
others have tried to pass themselves off as simple ‘nationalists’ and ‘democrats’. These
try to turn the anger of one section of the dispossesed against another with ‘race
problems’ and ‘immigration problems’. In this they are aided by the media and other
political parties: whether they try to exploit it or ‘defuse’ it, none of them can point out
the real problem — the boss problem.

Anarchists don’t assume people should surrender control of their lives to leaders. We
don’t need emplayers. We want to live in a free world, not be imprisoned in one carved
up into states, races, or markets. Beating fascism is a vital part of this fight for freedom.
Read on to see how it can be done...

Survival rules

(i) Never leave anyone behind.

(i) Never talk to the police. If arrested don’t make a statement. You can almost guarantee
they will say ‘your friends have told us x,y,z so you might as well admit your part’. Say
nothing. Nobody talks: everybody walks!




(iii) It is better to do one serious thing then get right away from the area and live to fight
another day.

(iv) Empty your pockets in the morning. If arrested while carrying a bit of dope, a small
penknife or an address book your life can get much more complicated. Carry enough cash to
get taxis in an emergency.

(v) Keep yourself fit, and sober.

(vi) Four people who know what they are doing can be much more effective than four
hundred useless paper-sellers. So, try to find a small group of people you can trust not to run
away or blab when things get heavy, and stick with them.

(vii) Try to prepare in advance — tactics, local geography, emergency phone numbers, etc.
As Joe Thomas used to say °...the best spontaneous revolutionary actions are always in fact
well planned beforehand’!

From Bash the Fash

Fascism

Fascism is a populist, collectivist and statist movement opposed to ‘monopoly’ capitalistm
and communism. Although fascism recruits from all social classes it attracts mainly the
middle classes since it appears to offer an ‘alternative to bolshevism’ while permitting them
to maintain their interests by establishing themselves as the Third Force between multi-
national and state capitalism.

Fascism feeds on dissatisfaction, rancour, exaggerated nationalism, anti-communism and
racial prejudice: all traits which flourish in times of political and social insecurity.

Fascism has produced no rational system of ideas and has special appeal to those who lack
the critical ability to bring together all the relevant facts and factors when assessing a situa-
tion and their own emotions; people who either through habit or inertia have become totally
dependent on others for their opinions and who find uncritical obedience to authority both
comfortable and advantageous.

From Stuart Christie, Stefano Delle Chiaie: Portrait of a ‘Black’ Terrorist

Spontaneous anti-fascism

A substantial group of rebellious and anti-authoritarian young people is attracted to militant
anti-fascism. The essence of this spontaneous anti-fascism certainly isn’t an elaborated
critique of fascist theories or a detailed understanding of the actual history of the fascist
movement. It’s more of a gut level rejection of the traditional fascist notions: who’s superior
and who’s inferior; what constitutes a good life and what’s corrupt. Fascists want a society
and culture restricted to those they define as superior people. We don’t. They want disci-
pline and order. We want autonomy and creativity. Their goal is an idealized, basically
mythical past, we want a totally different future. They line up behind maximum leaders; we
want a critical and conscious rank and file.

Don Hamerquist in Confronting Fascism: Discussion Documents for a Militant Movement

Italy was the birthplace of fascism with its theory of ‘national rebirth’ and its practice of
destroying working class organisations, while relying on the state to protect it from any
backlash. Eventually the Italian ruling class handed Mussolini power afier the so-called
‘March on Rome’, 28 October 1922. Even before this, Anarchists were in the forefront of
the antifascist resistance, as shown here.

The Anarchists against Rallan Fascism

In the wake of the First World War (in which Italy was a participant from 1915, and in
which she lost hundreds of thousands of men) Italy was ushered into a period of acute social
tension and struggle... strikes, agitation, campaigns against the cost of living, endless
popular demonstrations were the keynote to the years 1919-20, culminating in the seizure of
very many factories in September 1920. The strongest organisation on the left was the
Socialist Party; it also controlled the largest trade union confederation (The CGIL)-and, in
Avanti! had the most widely read opposition newspaper. But the Socialist movement was
rent by a deep internal division between reformists (the moderate wing) and the maximalists
(the more belligerent one). Occupying second position on the left was the Anarchist
movement, then largely organised within the Unione Anarchica Italiana, which, from 1920
to 1922, had its own daily paper in Umanita Nova, with sales of 50,000. Anarchist groups,
the bulk of their members drawn from among proletarians were to be found in one degree or
another throughout Italy. In considerable areas the anarchists’ influence was equal to or
greater than that of the socialists. At any rate, thanks to the overwhelmingly anarchist influ-
ences in the revolutionary syndicates of the Unione Sindacale Italiana (which, in 1920, had
almost half a million members and, in Armando Borghi, an anarchist for its secretary), the
anarchists were the pacesetters in class struggles, union disputes, the campaign of solidarity
with revolutionary Russia. .. agitating specifically for revolutionary remedies.

It was, consequently, obvious that when (because of the timidity of the Socialists) the
factory occupations failed and the movement entered its great crisis, the anarchists would be
the first to be hit by the repression of the state and the employers.

By October 1920 Errico Malatesta, Armando Borghi and many other comrades had been
arrested and flung into prison for months on end, only to be discharged: meanwhile the state
had had them out of its hair for a considerable period.

It was against this background of anti-proletarian, counter-revolutionary reaction that
fascism evolved. It was constituted as a movement in 1919 on the basis of an ambiguous
programme embracing conservative aims with vaguely socialistic ones (it should not be
forgotten that only 5 years before, Benito Mussolini had been a national leader of the
Socialist Party and director of its newspaper, Avanti/) In a short time, however, the fascists
provided clear evidence of their true leanings. They aligned themselves with the factory
owners and agrarian magnates against the workers, their organisations, aspirations and
struggles. Fascist gangs stormed the premises of socialists and anarchists, ransacking union
locals, wounding and murdering the more combative militants. Fascist activity became more
and more widespread. They were ferried to their orgies of destruction and death aboard
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