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Hi there ;

Welcome to 7 qkzng Liberties No11,
incorporating the merger between
~the old Taking Liberties and the
Anarchist Black Cross Bulletin. Both
~ these publications have up to now
" been produced by the ABC Network,
the ABC Bulletm in London and TL
in Sheffield. |
Lack of resourgces and money as well,
adds a certain amount of the same
stuff cropping up in both, and pres-
~ sures on the small number of ABC
. activists; the network has decided to
merge the two into one, keeping the
“name Taking Liberties but produced
in London (we couldn’t think of a
better name). | o
. Prisoners and supporters who previ-
ously wrote, sent material or helped
~_in any way with either one of the two
_ are welcome to carry on doing so. We
especnally want news, views, arhcles
- on pneoners, pnsons, police, crime,

justice, and capitalism generally, and | .

“~ for people to comment or reply to
- what we say, (or even write us polite

- letters telling us how cool we are -
cheers to Squall). But we couldn’t
refuse offers of help in the form of
money, organising benefits for us, or
. distributing c0p1es bill..
* We now have a FAX number which
is : 071 326 0353 s0 you can send us
any material via that, but please mark
it for ABC as we share it with several
other worthy causes. /
One important point: with London

- ABC taking on the production of the

only ABC publication, we will be
put under a lat more pressure, faced
~ with a bigger workload. Putting out
- the ABC Bullqtm was work enough!
If we are not gomg to justend up
doing nothing but putting out this
bulletin, we would appreciate help
from anyone who can help with the .
- physical work of production. We
print it, collate it, staple it and mail it
out ourselves, so anyone in the Lon-
don area who|is into giving a hand
- with this work, get in touch.
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INTRODUCTION

:

Tough talking on law and order is an old favourite
when governments need {0 drum up some suppori,
and the apparently unending catologue of blunders
and disasters they have made over the lastyearorso
no doubt added the rabid edge to this year's
conservative conference speeches on law and order.
After numerous vindictive little rants from party
devotees, hero Howard of the Home Office
truimphantly announced a long list of new measures
against crime, due to come into force this year.

The Criminal Justice Bill
Despite the recommendations of its own Royal
Commission on Criminal Justice, the 'right to silence’
is to be abolished and together with this there are to
be two new 'terrorist' offences: "gathering
information for terrorist purposes" and
‘possessing anything which gives rise to
reasonable suspicion that it is to be used in
terrorism”. The last two of these three imports from
N Ireland are so vague that we could be fitted up for
just about anything. And if you thoughtthat the recent
catoiogue of frame-ups, from the Guildford 4 to Danny
McNamee to.... showed that you already could be
fitted up for just about anything, fear not. The Home
Secretary is confident enough in the glory of british
justice to leave out of the bill any mention of the
promised independent review body to investigate
alleged miscarriages of justice (not that this would
make any difference). He has, however, extendedthe
Court of Appeals' power to review sentences that are
toc lenient.

Included in the total of 27 new measures announced
are new court orders to evict squatters within 24 hours
and a new offence of disobeying police directions to
trespassers, aimed at hunt saboteurs in particular, but
no doubt useful for policing any demonstration. Added
to these new offences we can look forward to four
additional prisons on top of new ones already being
built, a commitment that Mr Howard would "not flinch"
from sending more people to prison, tougher bail
conditions and a national DNA database for genetic
fingerprinting data.

cont/d Back Page
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Prisoner Updates

An angry demonstration in
support of the Tower Ham-
lets Nine saw 100-130 peo-
ple outside Thames magis-
trates courts on 1st Febru-
ary. The good news is that
the riot charges were all
dropped. However, 5defend-
ants are still up on charges
of violent disorder and as-
saulting a police officer.

The backgroundtothe case should
by now be famiiiar. A peacetful vigil
outside the Whitechape! hospital,
where Quddus
Ali, the victim of a
brutal racist at-
tack, lay critically
il, was attacked
by police in riot
gear. Nine youths
were charged with
riot (which carries
a maximum sen- |
tence of life im- [EECEEE B
prisonment). | i
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Recent develop-
ments have
~added further
twists to the pre-
-~..dictable tale. In
December cam-
paigners were disgusted to learn
that a white youth, arrested and
charged with the attempted mur-
der of Quddus, was immediately
released on bail by magistrates,
Lawyers for the Tower Hamlets 9,

.. on the other hand, have had to

~fight tooth and nail for the lifting of
restrictive bail conditions, inciud-
ing the conditions that the youths
should not meet in groups of more
than four (which prevented them
from attending meetings on their
own defence), or move outside a
restricted area of Tcwer Hamlets,
and a curfew. That the police are
intent on criminalising the Tower
Hamlets 9 was shown in October,
when broadcasting organisations
were ordered to hand over film
and video ofthe evenisleading up

to the arrests.

At a meeting of 400 people at
Stepney Green school in Decem-
ber, black youth of Tower Hamlets
made clearwhat their own agenda
for the TUC demonstration on 19
March would be: to stop the
criminalisation of those who de-
fend the community from the at-
tacks that maim and kill. And they
reiterated that the defence of the
Tower Hamlets 9 is a continuaticn
of the tradition of self-defence, a
part of a culture of resistance.
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The following statement from
A Sivanandan says it all:

ON UNITY

Not a mechanical unity, a top-
down unity, a tactical unity.

Not the two-faced unity of political
parties who will unite with anyone
and anybody that brings them
votes - as you have seenin Tower
Hamlets. = .

Not the opporiunistic unity of trade
unions which take up black work-
ing class action when it enhances
their reputation but abandon it
when it can't -.as the GMB has
done recently over the year-long
strike of Asianwomen at Brunsails
in Smethick.
Notthe subsume-your-anti-racist-

struggle to our anti-fascist-.

struggie unity of our anti-Nazi
comrades.
Not the you ioin us, we wort't join

-you unity of national black organi-

sations..; ;.. ¥

Not a structural or mechanical
unity. | g

But a unity that grows from acom-
mon service to a common cause
and is therefore organic, dynamic,
and providesthe springboardfora
movement.

BEYOND SELF-DEFENCE

It is around issues of self-defence
that we begin to organise and
cohere our community. It is the
base from which we take off into
our other fights against racism. It

igthe line of no retreat. Butthatis
- not enough any more. Racism is

becoming too ac-
ceptable, fascism
i3 becoming ioo
bold. ltistimewe
pushed back the
frontiers.

it is time we de-
nied the fascists
the freedom of
speech that they
deny other, the
freedom of as-
sembly that they
deny others.
itistime we drove
them out of our
communities.
For beyond the
freedom of as-
sembly andthe freedom of speech
there is another freedom - the first
freedom, the freedom to life - and
that is the freedom the fascists
deny us.

it is vital that anti-racists and anti-
fascists take the opportunity io
build the kind of unity in action that
has been lacking over the last few
years.
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There will be a mega-benefit on Fri-
day, March 4th - No Justice, No
Peace, at The Rocket, Holloway

. Road, N4, 10 pm - 6 am, Tickeis are

£10 - phone 081 548 C099 for details.

Support the Tower Hamiets 9!
Tower Hamlets 9 Defence
Campaign, PO Box 273, LondonE7
Info taken from CARF no 18

BM Box 8784, London WC1N 3XX
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David Bowen, sentenced to 9 years for his part in
the Strangeways Prison uprising of 1990 is facing
charges for his escape while on the way to Hull
Prison in December 1992. He is pleading not guilty
on grounds of duress, due to the treatment he
received while in custody. While at Hull, on remand,
during the second Strangeways trial, he was
beaten and threatened by screws, so he chose to
escape on his way to court. Due to his escape, his
solicitor and barrister dropped his case, and he was
convicted (mind you, any barrister who would act
like that is probably piss-poor anyway). The case
has now been postponed from 14th February.
David is also charged with an attempt to nobble the
jury, after letters to jury members were found at his
house. Paul Taylor, jointly charged with this, has
pleaded guilty, but David has pleaded not guilty as
he says he knew nothing about it.

When the Strangeways uprising broke out, David
was on remand in the prison, charged with stealing
two pairs of curtains. He surrendered himself after
4 days (the protest went on for 25 days) and says
he would have come down earlier but for the
screws threats to break prisoners limbs in retribu-
tion. He is now serving 9 years for Conspiracy to
Riot. As he says about the conviction :

“When you start a trial and get told you will be
convicted because the judge will seeto it, itis

hard to understand how they can do this with
out evidence. | was in for shoplifting at the time
of the riot. And | was on remand in the prison -
the riot started on the convicted side of the jail
and the two sides never meet. | found it hard to
understand how the Crown could say | was
involved in a conspiracy to riot when | didn’t
even know until my cell door was opened that
any riot was to take place...After being at-
tacked, like other defendants had been, | es-
caped and intend to plead not guilty to
escape....lt seems when they go out to get you,
they do it big and now I’m looking at life in
prison, as | got a 9-year sentence for the riot
plus whatever | get for the other charges, and,
if the last trial was anything to go by, they will
have no problem convicting me, as innocence
and guilt play no part when the system goes
out to get you.”

David Bowen needs support, as do all the others
who fought back or have been given heavy sen-
tences from the Strangeways uprising. People can
help by distributing this information as widely as
possible.

You can write to David : ; :
David Bowen, DA0146, HM Prison Nottingham,

Perry Road, Sherwood, Nottingham, NG5 3AG.

Over the weekend of the 22/23rd January the
prison authorities at Parkhurst Prison on the Isle of
Wight ordered a shakedown of the cells in a search
for booze. In the traditional manner an unhappy con
decided to protest this action by setting fire to a
blanket in the prison laundry. One prisoner picked
up a fire extinguisher to douse the flames before
everyone lost their underpants, but the foam from
the fire extinguisher and the smoke got out of hand
and filled the room..

Brave souls that they are, the screws panicked,
and abandoned the whole wing. When they got up
the courage to return, the Governor's deputy
ordered the Wing locked down for 48 hours. (It
seems the Governor was on holiday at the time.)
We haven't heard what the prisoners got up to
while the screws were absent, but we do hope that
whatever it was justified the lockdown. It wouldn't

be that the Deputy was covering up his merry
men’s strategic retreat in the face of a fire extin-

guisher with a show of muscles?
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Paul Steele, a black framed prisoner from East Lon-
don whose case we covered in the ABC Bulletin no 9,
has written to us frorn Whitemoor Prison: |

"Hello...Thanks for your letter and the bulletin. The

arobbery. He was ‘implicated’ by ‘friends’ who claimed
he'd confessed to them, and by a co-defendant who
said Paul had planned the robbery. There was no
forensic evidence, witnesses failed to pick out Paul at

article on me was EXCELLENT. gecccoe00c0cscocsccoacvccocosoese Al ID parade, and descriptions

I'm very pieased with it.....These
last few months I've not wrote
no-one concerning my case, not
because I've given up the fight
(THAT COULD NEVER HAPPEN)
but because I've been told so
many times that nothing can be
done to help me uniess the peo-
ple that put me here come for-
ward and tell the truth that they
lied, in court and in the state-
ments they made. To be honest
with you, | don’t know what to do
next....At the moment I've put in for a B Cat Jail, | half
know they ain’t gorina let me move down a grade
because I'm protesting my innocence. | get the chance
to put in for a B Cat every 3-4 years.”

Paul Steele was framed for robbery and murder in
1990 after the death of Joseph Casali in the course of
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The state's current 'blitz' on
law and order means things
are looking bad for us
generally, but they're not
getting it all their own way.
Following on from 'serious riots’
in Shotts prison in Scotland and
Wymott in Lancashire last ’
summer, this year has already
seen 3 'disturbances’ that we
know of. On 5th Jan 22
prisoners at Scotland's Glenochil
Young Offenders Institution took
over and wrecked A-hall, holding
a screw hostage for 15 hours
before surrendering. The
protest was sparked off by lack
of treatment for HIV positive
prisoners. On Jan 24th 113
prisoners at Acklington prison in
Northumberland refused to
return to their cells for 2 hours
as a protest against plans to
keep them banged up more.
And most recently Highpoint jail
in Suffolk, the scene of a riot in
November '92 that caused £1
million damage, saw a siege on
6th February. Sixty prisoners
barricaded themselves in a
'living area’' overnignht. 250
screws including 160 bussed in
from other jails busted the
barricades the next morning.

NERVES
- OF
STEELE

of the robber do not fit him. He
lost his appeal, he believes due
tothe prejudice of the judges, in
December 1992. As the above
letter shows, Paul needs people
to support him. It is easy for
prisoners to become despairing
if their case is knocked back and
they seem to be getting no-
where. The sense of fighting a
losing battle against a system
that holds all the cards and is
- bent on keeping you down is
sometimes overwhelming. We can't let Paul rot in jail
for the rest of his life for something he hasn't done. If
you want more info on Paul, or want to offer him
support, or to write a letter to show him he isnt
forgotten, drop him a line:

Paul Steele, MT3097, C Wing, Whitemoor Prison,
Longhill Rd, March, Cambs, PE15 OPR.

Small battles like this have always been part of life in some prisons;
with prison numbers going up by 350 a week, sentences getting
tougher, etc, it looks like they will increase. We don't cheer riots for
the sake of it; Taking Liberties supports prisoners resisting the .
. authorities and the screws in the face of brutality, provocation and

_abuse. We aren't ‘justifying' everything that takes place in a prison
riot, no one's pretending there isn't-a negative side, like prisoner on
prisoner violence. But it's heartening, at a time when resistance to the
'vowers-that-be; is at a low, to see people refusing to knuckle under.
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Graham Galloway, jailed for life in
1991 for the murder of Brian
Barras, has been moved to
Nottingham Prison. Ciraham has
always maintained that he
stabbed Barras in self-defence,
after Barras attacked him, trying to
prevent Graham helping a girl
Barras had beaten up. Barras died
from an injury he received,
although if the doctors had
spotted it he could have been
treated. Graham wrote to us just
after New Year:

“Thanks for your card....Its
been a poxy Xmas here, the
bastards even went so far as to
give us sandwiches for our
Xmas tea - and Boxing Day and
now New Years Day! They can
only get away with it because
this is a ‘nonces’ nick, but it's a
fucking liberty all the same.
Two stale sandwiches, one thin
slice of cheese, ditto corned
beef. Bollocks. | complained to
the Governor, and he says he
has no authority over the
kitchen staff. It turns out that
the two senior arseholes there
are addicted to gambling and
want to spend their time at the
racetrack rather than doing
their bloody job. Oh well, this
place will be closed down by

 ALGERIANS

OUTWIT GROUP

Two algerian men deported as 'illegal immigrants'
recently escaped from a Group 4 Detention Centre
after returning to Britain by hiding in a van. The two
men were put on a boat to France, but hid in the
back of a van coming over to Engiand and then
jumped out. They were promptly nicked and put in
the Centre in Portsimouth to await deportation
again, but unscrewed a panel in the roof and

legged it, and as far as we know are still on the run.
if the private prisons Group 4 are bidding to run are

next year if this thing ain’t
settled....It would be useful if
you could warn people against
coming here, mate. it's being
put about that this is a lifers jail,
and a good place to come t0;
but in reality its a ‘nonces’ jail:
70% 'vulnerable prisoners' as
they are now cailed; and a lot of
ex-Rule 43 grasses and cell-
thieves and debtors... What a
shithole. We had a chap taken
out of the wing by force last
night. We were locked up of
course, but it's a simple matter
to push the door flap to one
side. | can’t get his name
unfortunately, as he’d only been
here a couple of weeks, the
screws ain’t going to say and
the few cons I've asked don’t
want to know...They put plastic
handcuffs on the chap, | don’t
know what these are like, but he
was screaming out because
they were cutting into him. |
saw the screws getting in a few
digs and heard them say they’d
better get the medical staff
down the block to see him....
've had some good news about
my appeal. I've now been
granted full legal aid, and my
solicitor has got a good pa-
thologist to look at the cause of
death again. Alsc I've got a
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chap called Anson interested.
He’s the head pathologist for
the Civil Aviation Authority who
investigates deaths caused by
air crashes. He wants to look at
my case from a purely profes-
sional point of view, which is
very good, because we want to
show the bugger died from a
sort of whiplash injury, and not
from my knife. If we can show
that, and it looks very much like
we can, then the crown case of
me just stabbing him out of
revenge for his attack on the
young girl will fail, and my
claim of self-defence will stand
up, because it would not be
possible for me to cause such
an injury unless he contributed
towards it in some way, like
running towards me. Yeah so
things are looking good now,
and if they get their fingers out |
could be having a pint with you
before the year is out.....Love
Rage and Solidarity, Graham.

We wish Graham all the best with
his fight for liberty.

Graham is also an anarchist, and
had been active in trying to spread
his ideas inside, and through
writing for ABC publications. Give
him some support, drop him a
line:

Graham Galloway, T67099, HM
Prison Nottingham, Perry Rd,
Sherwood, Nottingham,

NGS5 3AG.

y
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"Honest sarge, he was here a minute ago. "

as flimsy as their detention centres we can look
forward to a few unauthorised home leaves in the

future!
Page 6



CLOSE DOWN
CAMPSFIELD!

A month before 190 jamaicans were detained en
mass on arrival in Britain, the first detainees arrived
at the new immigration prison at Kidlington, Oxford,
on 29th November '33. By the time the second
minibus arrived, demonstrators were at the gates
with placards bearing the slogans ‘Refugees are
not Criminals’, ‘Stop the Detentions’ and ‘Close
Down Campsfield’.

Campsfield House Detention Centre is a high
security unit bounded by 20 ft fences and a series
of electronically operated gates. Keen to provide a
favourable gloss on the opening, the Home Office
invited local press, radio and TV to view the car-

Over 200 people attended the first public meeting
organised by 'Innocent’, a campaign set up o
support prisoners framed up by Greater Manches-
ter Police. The meeting, held in Manchester on the
3rd November last year, was addressed by rela-
tives of many of the men serving long sentences for
crimes they did not carry out, some ex-prisoners,
as well as by Michazal Mansfield QC and Paddy Hill
of the Birmingham 6. Relatives told of the wide-
spread police practice of fitting people up in the
Manchester area, as well as the ‘malpractice’ in
courts and slack, indifferent or corrupt barristers
and solicitors doing nothing for their clients. As
reported by Conviction, however, the meeting could
only touch the surface, not even able to detail on all
the cases involved in the campaign.

The meeting is only a start - it could only be the
beginning of a lot of hard work, linking up with
prisoners and their families as yet isolated, investi-
gating copshops, officers and solicitors involved in
frame-ups, publicising and winning people’s free-

say he

Neil Kennedy, a labourer jailed
for not paying his poli tax, killed
himself early in November last
year. Kennedy, who was 35 and
from Horden in Durham, was
found hanged in his cell in
Holme House Prison, Cleveland,
3 weeks into a three-month
.sentence for non-payment of
£250. He was revived but died
16 hours later. Angry relatives

BAPA SRS AP NN A A paatp e ‘.
IOEI IO A D M) .'.A-.:o.o'o >

depressed and should never
have been sent down. Kennedy
even offered in court to pay off
the debt at £2 a week - but the
magistrates turned him down.
So there you have it - the price
of a life, £2 a week.

To our knowledge this is the
third death attributable to the
poll tax: in 1989 a man killed
himself in Kent because his
family was broke and he knew

| ®
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peted visiting room, ‘tuck shop’ and prayer room. A
briefing included the information that ‘compasses
will be provided so that Muslims will know they are
facing Mecca’. How thoughtful.

Campsfield is being run for profit by Group 4. By
mid-December there were over 50 prisoners, most
of whom are refugees and black.The 200 places at
Kidlington represent most of the 330 extra capacity
for dentions which the government announced in
'92.

Local opposition to the prison has built up; a net-
work called The Campsfield Forum’, aiming to
provide support for detainees and provide informa-
tion. They organised a demo in Oxford on 25th
November '93.

Campaign Against Campsfield - 0865 724452
Campsfield Forum/Visitors Group - 0865 201867

Info from CARF

dom. But the number of people who turned up to
the meeting shows there is a feeling of anger over
the actions of the cops, and that there is a good
base for Innocent to work on. They do urgently
need support from people in the Manchester area,
in the form of volunteers to do campaigning work,
attend actions and demos, write to the prisoners
and send them donations.

Contact:  |nnocent, Dept 54, 1 Newton Street,
Piccadilly, Manchester, M1 1THW.

he wouldn’t be able to pay; and
in 1990 police threw an anti-poll
tax activist in hic 50s down the
steps of a court in Coventry,
causing his death from a heart
attack. The poll tax goes on
killing people quietly, how many
more have there been we don't
know about? How many people
will die from hypothermia due to
the VAT on fuel bills to be
imposed on us?

What price our lives?
Page 7



CONTROL UNIT AT WHITEMOOR"

s A b s i et B N st A W Y i W R A ——"

On the 20th December the authorities at Whitemoor
Prison launched a search of the cells on C and D
wings: ail the prisoners were locked down for two
and a half hours while they looked for illicit alcohol.
it being just before Xmas - surprise, surprise they
found gallons of home made hooch. The shakedown
was quite a surprise; as a Whitemoor prisoner says:
“Normally it is accepted that if they close prison down for
a search , they don't do it within at least two or three
weeks before Xmas. It's a depressing enough time for
everybody and even more so when you’d rather be with
your family than stuck in a claustrophobic cell with no
hope of release.”

There had been a lot of tension'at the prison between
cons and the screws, and the lockdown and seizures
created more resentment. Onthe evening ofthe 20thtwo
roughly simultaneous protests started on C and D Wings.
On D Wing a group of prisoners who'd had a bit to drink
(they clearly didn't find all the booze, hal) verbalied
screws, set fire to furniture in the recreation room. By
10.40 all the prisoners were back in their cells. On C
Wing, cons refused to go back to their celis at 8.30,
demanding extra time for association to make up for the
lock up earlier in the day. Some furniture was smashed
and burned and some cons locked themselves out of
cells to prevent damage to their stuff. ‘Control and
Restraint’ squads arrived and came onto the wing,
“returning everyone to their cells”, as the Governor put it.
As one prisoner said, “ it wasn't a riot, because they
would not have been able to contain us if we'd really gone
for it. It was just an expression of displeasure, and as
predictabie as a swarm of angry hornets.”

The next day 8 prisoners were sent down to the Segre-
gation Unit, and 12 shipped out to other prisons. At least
one of these has been charged in connection with the
events of the 20th.

BLUE SPUR

The most alarming development however came with the
segregatmg of 27 prisoners alleged to be ‘ringleaders’ of
the protests onto ‘Blue Spur’. Previously C and D Wings
were divided into 3 ‘'spurs’. After the events of the 20th
these spurs were allmade self contained, C Wing's Blue
Spur becoming an improvised segregation unit. The 27
are not on GOAD or punishment officially (they areona
strict 23-hour bang-up and they've been treated like shit
by the screws - more than normal), but they have lost,

among other things not being allowed to have baths or
work inn the kitchen. Some prisoners put on Blue Spur
who weren't involved in the protests have been told they
are there because their “presence on ‘normal’ location
wouldn’t be conducive with the smooth running of the
prison.” But they can be relocated onto other spurs as a
reward for ‘good behaviour’ - accepting the regime
without question, and being identifiably not a ‘troubie-
maker'. This despite the fact that most of the ‘trouble’ is
usually engineered by the authorities or the screws.
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The implications of the segregation of the 27 pnsoners
onto C Wing are that it follows the American pattern seen
in the establishment of the notorious ‘Control Units’ such
as the federal prison at Marion. A minor disturbance
provoked by the authorities has been used to segregate
nrisoners seen as troublesome or subversive, into one -
wing where they are isolated from the rest of the popu-
lation, from where they can only get out by knuckling
under. The governor of Whitemoor has denied that Blue
Spur is now a Control Unit. We'll see: when will they start
on the heavy duty psychological control and deprivation
techniques that have been used to try and break prison-
ers at Marion.

THE CUTTING EDGE

Since Whitemoor opened in November 1991, ithas been
a dumping ground for prisoners labelled disruptive or
political, and has seen protests in the form of work
strikes, sitdowns, constant petty warfare between screws
and cons, as well as revenge from the prison authorities
in all its forms. If it has been chosen for an experiment in
control units, it would not be totally surprising; as John
Bowden, who was shipped out of Whitemoor after the
March 1992 work strike, said at the time: "Whitemoor
illustrates that it is the American ‘New Generation’ ideas
that are influencing the Home Office. Whitemoor is
designed for maximum control. It incorporates the prin-
ciple of constant observation and surveillance, it uses the

cont/d Page 16




'NEW GENERATION
REPRES SION by John Bowden

Three years ago the state un-
veiled its most repressive maxi-
mum security prison to date when
it opened Whitemoor as a model
experiment in US-type ‘New Gen-
eration’ ideas and techniques for
behaviour modification of long-
term prisoners. Constructed at a
cost of £89 million and incorporat-
ing all the architectural features of
a huge control unit, Whitemoor
came on stream with a regime
shrouded in official secrecy and a
management given absolute
power to ‘hold the line’ against
attempts by prisoners to organise
and campaign for rights won else-
where throughout the long-term
prison system over the last 20
years.

The concept of Whitemoor was
conceived by prison department
officials in 1983 after prisoners at
Albany revolted and staged aweli-
publicised and highly politicised
rooftop demonstration. The revolt
at Albany was approximately the
sixth ‘major disturbance’ to shake
the long-term dispersal system
sinceits creationinthe early 1970s,
and in its wake, the prison authori-
ties claimed new ‘tougher’ meth-
ods were required to destroy the
solidarity and capacity for organi-

J e e e

The crackdown on crime has reached middle class England, with the
jailing of a character in The Archers, the long-running soap opera on
Radio 4. ‘Susan Carter’, from the fictional village of Ambridge, was
sent to prison for 6 months for sheltering her armed robber brother
who was on the run. Unbelievably, ‘Archers’ fans are up in arms
about the case, and some people have even set up a campaign to
have ‘Susan’ freed. Despite the fact that it was ‘Susan's’ first
offence, she was told by the judge.that “any attempt to undermine
the justice system is a serious criminal act”. An advisor to the

_ sation of long-term prisoners. The

balance of power was to be shifted
once again totally in favour of the
jailers. The results of that process
are being felt now, asrights estab-
lished by long-term prisoners
come under attack.

The overall social and political cli-
mate of increased repression that
has prevailed sincethe early 1980s
encouraged and proved favour-
abletotheimplementation of ideas
and concepts that recognised nei-
ther the human rights of prisoners
nor any limits on the power of the
state to do with prisoners as it
pleased.

The most immediate expression
of the new ‘get tough’ approach
was the permanent locking down
of Albany and the total caging in of
its inmates; the second was the
forming of a committee of prison
system bureaucrats ‘The Long
Term Control Review Committee’
to explore and oversee the crea-
tion of prison designs and regimes
based totally on control and re-
pression. US and West German
ideas on New Generation’ prisons
and control units were clearly fa-
voured by the Committee, whose
clear terms of reference were the
eradication of dissent and political

organisation among long-term
prisoners.

Whitemoor as an institution sym-
bolises and embodies one singu-
lar purpose and function; the com-
plete suppression of protest within
the prison. The management and

- staff at Whitemoor operate on the

basis that negotiations with or any
appeasement of prisoners are now
completely off the agenda, and
have arbitrarily used riot squads
and lockdowns to enforce a re-
gime based on isolation, control
and brutality. ~
Fortunately such methods have
neither broken the will of
Whitemoor prisoners to complain .
and protest, nor destroyed the
ability to organise; indeed from
day one Whitemoor, despite all
the paraphernalia of control and
repression, has experiernced pro-
tests, strikes and an almost com-
plete lack of co-operation on the
part of its prisoners. The recent
smashing up of parts of the prison
was the latest stage in a process
of struggle that has raged on at
Whitemoor for the last 3 years.

From the perspective of prisoners
and their supporters, the regime
at Whitemoor must not be permit-
ted to function unhindered or un-
challenged. The state must be
made aware that such fascistic
methods of dealing with prisoners
will be resisted and eventually ren-
dered counter-productive and ob-
solete.

program defended the verdict as “harsh but quite feasible” - unfortunately true. An ‘Archers’ addict has sa#d that it

reflects ‘real life’.

Sadly, the connection to reality is lost on the ‘campaigners’, who have wntten to Home Secretary Michael Howard
asking him to intervene (fat chance, given his fetish for locking people away!); some are talking about a Royal Pardon.
For a fictional character. It has to be said that it is a lot easier for these idiots to worry about the fate of a woman who
does not exist than to try and deal with the reality of our ‘Criminal Justice system'. No doubt they wouldn't spend too

" much time or sympathy on a real working class woman whe harboured a ‘dangerous criminal’. The case has certainly
got more space in the newspapers than most prisoners can expect. What next for Ambridge though? A new prison
being built down the road ? A drunken farmer dies in police custody?
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Two year-old Jamie Bulger
disappeared in a Liverpool
Shopping Centre in Febru-
ary 1993. His body was later
found - he’d been brutally
beaten and killed. In one of
the most heartrending and
disturbing murdercasesina
very long time, two ten year
old boys were convicted of
abducting and killing Jamie
in October 1993.

This article is an attempt to look at
the feeling the case aroused in
Britain, to guess at the motives
behind the killing, to try and deal
with the implications for us as a
class. We have included it in Tak-
ing Liberties because it involves
asking questions about why peo-
ple areviolent towards each cther,
questions of making our own jus-
tice and dealing with people who
are very dangerous. The ABC has
always taken a stand against pris-
ons, identifyingthem as partofthe
weapons of our enemies: but in a
society where this murder can
happen, the first question people
ask is - what about murderers and
rapists, etc? We have to start to
answer the question; this article
looks at some of what we have to
face. It is a hard 'issue' to write
about, because of the fierce emo-
tions involved. It's not easy to
explore all the shit the case has
broughttothe surface, andinsome
places guesses and assumptions
are all that can be offered. Like
most things in life, there is no
black and white, no simple conclu-
sions or solutions. It may be that
- some people will read it and not

like what is being said - all | can
ask is that you read it with an open
mind. If the politics of this bulietin,
the belief in ourseives changing
the world for the better, are going
to mean anything, we have to face
the reality of the brutality we live
with, and start working out how to
deal with it.
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“THEY’RE BABIES BUT

THEY'RE EVIL”

No-one who read, heard about, or
watched the case on TV could not
be stunned and shocked by it. In
passing sentence on the two boys,
the trial judge called the murder “an
unparallelled evil.” Certainly it's hard
to remember a case similar to this
interms of the media coverage and
public ‘outrage’ it aroused. When
the two boys were first taken 1o
court, crowds of local people gath-
ered to shout abuse at them, and
several blokes tried to storm the
police van, threatening to kill the
boys. The press coverage added

and heightened a sense of fear
that already existed - parents afraid
to let kids go out on the street, etc.
When the kids were convicted
there was widespread reporting of
‘public reaction’, which could be
summed up by some young par-
ent seen on the news saying:
‘they’re babies, but they're evil,”
“they should be shot. | mean what
use are they to anyone?” Ten
year-old boys, remember.

This media-promoted outrage
came just in time for the tory gov-
ernment to announce its crack-
down on crime, the thrust of which
was that young (working class )
people are out of control and need
to be taught proper values, moral-
ity, respect for authority. For this
purpose we are to be treated 10
more secure units for young peo-
ple, increased sentences, etc.

el

WHY?

It’s hard to understand why two
ten year old boys would kil a
toddler. Leaving aside the real
possibility that they might not have
done it. it would not be the first or
likely the last time that someone
was framed for murder. f grown
men and women like the Birming-
ham 6, the Guildford 4, etc, can
be beaten into admitting tothings
they have not done, it's not hard
for the cops to ‘persuade’ two 10
year olds into confessing.

But assuming that the 36 or so
witnesses who claimed to have
seen the two boys leading Jamie
away to his death got the right
people, why on earth did they
abduct, torture, and kill a two-
year old child? We are told that
they must be 'evil', as they had
both been taught and seemingly
understoed 'Right And Wrong',
but went ahead with this brutal
act anyway. Is that all there is to
it? They are evil and like all other
evil people must be locked away
from the rest of us? 'Evil' is
routine language for The Sun,
etc, and caninclude anyone from
childkillersto striking miners. Also
put forward is the fact that both
came from 'broken homes' (fit-
ting in nicely with the moral cam-
paign against single mothers, who
are now to blame for just about
everything); and that one,
‘watched a lot of video nasties'.

THE AGE OF INNOCENCE?

Kids can be cruel. From cutting
up worms to bullying and abusing
people weaker than themselves.
In other words just like us adults.
No-one is born a killer, or violent,
or cruel - the cruelty comes on
the one hand from not knowing
what is acceptable - a kernel of
truth to the moralists' words, they
do have to learn how to treat
people. And what great teachers




they've got! Young kids are given
a good example of how to treat
each other like shit from 'grown-
ups'. Violence is widespread in
everyday life, whether institution-
alised as from teachers, the cops,
etc, or widely practiced as inrape,
child abuse, ‘wife-battering', most
of which goes on in the family and
goes 'unpunished'. ironically, the
morality of ‘parental control’, back
to the family, etc, has always
meant the power and the threat of
the fist against the children. Ac-
cusing violence -
in videos or TV ¢
misses the point
thatviolenceis a
part of life and
always has
been, in socie-
ties run by hier-
archy, force, in-
equality. LIFEIS
CHEAP: this is
as true as ever,
when aman can
kill himself in
prison over a
£250 unpaid poll
tax bill. The glo-
rified violence of
Rambo/Child's
Play? or what-
ever, reflect life,
or the vision of
life that makes big bucks for movie
companies, not the cause on their
own (no doubt they don’t help).
The gap between the wealth we
can see - in films, ads, the tab-
loids, and so0 on - and the miser-
able reality of so many working

class lives, full of boredom, frus-

tration, control; the pressure for
lads to play the hard man - when |
was at school, viclence was a
casuai daily businesgs. It isn't any
surprise thattwo ten year olds can
rough about, torment, bully a
younger child - it happens all the

time. Maybe they did notintendto

kill him but hit too hard. It is easy
for adults to. dehumanise other
people, numb ourselves to suffer-
ing; we have to do it to survive, so
that starvation, war, etc, do not
cause us to kill ourselves. So now
"maybe the ability to see someone
not as a real person anymore is
just getting learned younger.
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BLAME THE FAMILY?

Pressurising the family to take the
responsibility for bringing kids up
right, protecting them, and mak-
ing sure they’re not up to no good,
is an easy and cheap solution for
the state intimes of recession. It's
a common enough chorus from

some rightwing elements: it's not

the vicious competition of a socCi-

ety that values profit and power

over life that causes us to go rob-
bing, it's our mam and dad’s fauit!
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Another set of scapegoats for the
misery of our lives. But of course,

blaming it all on the parents goes
hand in hand with cutting the pitiful

day care and communal support

for people with kids, pushing the

burden onto individuals. Extended
families, friends, and s0 On can
help but this is not there for
everyone...The middie class and
the establishment can afford pri-
vate nurseries or even 'nannies’,
taking the pressure off them. The
fact that this often goes against
the nuclear family structure that
many ofthem preach at us doesn't
occur to them, but then their mo-
rality has always been for us not
them. So the stress and aggro of
the kids adding to the normal prob-
lem of staying alive, causes many
young parents to snap, break up,
get heavy with the children, etc -
breeding more anger and passing
on the spirai of brutality. And with

the media telling you the abusers
are everywhere, you get suspi-
cious, distrustful, and can retreat
even more into the isolation so
often a part of bringing up the next
generation in this sweet society.
Both the two boys in this case

came from families that had se-

vere problems, with both sets of .

“parents split up. In one case they

were still seeing each other, and in

this same case the lad had a 'dis-

turbed' brother and sister that put
great strain on the family: the dit-
0 , ficulty of caring

® for'retarded'kids,
| the stress of
o SN separation and
rnomel seemingly agood
g% deal of isolation
o e T from other kids.

i - 077 It's hard to tell in
& . 7"..: this case how

.- muchtraumathe

. boysgot fromthe

- instability of their
- surroundings.
. Probabily, as with
- a lot of people

v o i
e - b..','_)-- «® oste - ,'
oo nF L who suffer stress
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- andbreakdowns,
- everything adds
- up, you can't al-
~ ways see or feel
" the anger and
" depression as it
works on you more and more.

HIERARCHY OF VIOLENCE

The fierce reaction provoked by
the two ‘boy-killers', with the at-
tacks on the police van taking
them to court, calls for them to be
shot or whatever, is the other dis-
turbing side to the case. There
seemedto be asense of collective

quilt or responsibilty for the whole
‘business - hinted at by the re-

ported anguish in the statements
of people who said they’d seenthe
boys walking Jamie away, but
hadn’'t stopped them, and feit
guilty. Were the hard men who

' attacked the police van trying to

wipe outthat feelingthatthey were
somehow o blame? Sowould eve-
ryone have felt better if they had
caught the two boys and ripped
them apart? If there is a feeling of
quilt, it is likely because we are

Page 11




An Unparalieled Evil? (cont/d)

constantly being told we are guiity
(see the passage on blaming the
family above). But the sight of
grown men trying to get at children
and destroy them is frightening to
see.

Children are emotionally very pow-
erful symbois - supposedly inno-
cent sometimes, pure, to be pro-
tected. They are vuinerable, physi-
cally weak, dependent on aduilts
to survive. The urge to violently
punish someone who abuses that
dependence, who harms, attacks,
kills a child is a powerful and
understandablefeeling. Whenthe
abusers and killers are two other
children, the emotions become
confused. | mean, how many of
the hard men attacking the van
have taken out the frustration of
their lives by knocking their own
kids around for little enough rea-
son? Plenty, | would guess.
There’s a sneaking suspicion that
two young boys are a hell of a lot
easier to 'punish’ than a grown
man because the feeling of power
and authority over children, the
right to belt them, already exists
for so many parents. THIS RELA-
TIONSHIP, the spiral of people
with little power over their lives
using it against those under them,
goes on and on, from boss to
supervisor, to foreman to worker
to wife to kids to younger kids....
This hierarchy of violence and
power has to be broken, turned on
its head, if we are 2ver going 1o
change our lives permanently.
These power systems staying in
place are the teeth of the trap that
holds us to this rotten society.

COMMUNITY JUSTICE?

If we do want to see the police, the
justice system removed, their
power to control our lives de-
stroyed, then we need to develop
genuine community alternatives
to their 'class justice'. We do not
just want to see the hard menas a
new set of cops: we have to go
beyond vigilanteeism. As it stands
vigilanteeism has the potential to
developinto afrighteningrightwing
vicious gut reaction that attacks
Page 12
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without thinking and iearns its mis-
takes long after if ever. Action to
'‘clean up our areas' can aswell be
used against lesbians/gays, per-
sonal enemies, oddballs, drug
addicts trapped by their habit, orin
a racist way, or likely against the
‘wrong person’. Maybe the kind of
community we are talking about
that can deal with its problems
squarely does not existexceptina
few isolated places. But we have
to create them, through change,
trial and error, and yes, making
mistakes. Educating ourselves
and each other along the way 10
overcome racism, sexism, anti-
gay prejudice, and to help the

people who need and can be
helped, is a vital part of creating
any real '‘community justice’.

Any new system of dealing with
murder, rape, ‘muggers’, dealers,
etc, has to be on a level where the
community concerned knows the
people involved and can find out/
weigh up/try to understand/judge
them without blindly attacking.
We cannot always understand.
There are a lot of sick and fucked
up people out there who maybe
should not be allowed to walk
around. So we may well be faced
with a choice: lock them up, kill
them, kick them out of the com-
munity. None of these is without
serious problems.,

THROW AWAY THE KEY?

‘In the case of these two boys -

they may well be very sick and
need a lot of help. They will not get
it in secure units and prison. More
likely they will face abuse from
screws and other cons, the frus-
tration of being locked up, the
abuse of daily life. In the end they
will probably be more brutalised,

B N L e o S R N
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more twisted than they are now. If
they have killed Jamie Bulger they
need help to understand that act,
feel the wrong of it, and pass
beyond the motives and the harm
to change - prison will not aliow
this.

These two boys are pre-puberty,
in two or three years they will
change greatly from the people
they are now, but they will live
under what they have done for the
rest oftheir lives. The system does
not allow change in high profile
cases like this, they will always be
the ten year old murderers even
when they are fifty.

"Good", some may say, “let them
rot. Jamie Bulger's mother has
lost a son, a child's life has been
taken away for no reason. The
killers should suffer forit." itistrue
that we cannot bring Jamie back
by trying to talk about the causes
of his death. But destroying these
two boys won't bring him back ,
and the only way to make an effort
to stop murders like this going on
and on is to try and face the reality
of the life we are growing up into.
'Bourgeois' (for want of a better
word) class justice punishes the
powerless individual for the soci-
ety we live in.

What is clear though is that while
we live under this social system
this sort of thing will continue to
happen. We cannot rely on the
state to sort it out forus -they don't
have our interests at heart and
never have. Ourbosses care about
this case as much as they need to
have a monopoly of, or at least the
power to regulate, violence, the
education of our kids, our work,
ourvalues, sothat we remain good
workers and good consumers.
They don’t want us sorting our
problems out for ourselves. That
can be seen time and time again
when communities have tried to
deal with anti-social crime on their
own terms, the state has come
down harder on them than on the
‘criminals', eq Concerned Parents
Against Drugs in Dublin, where
the police backed the dealers the

‘community tried to evict, (against

the community), or women fight-
ing back against violent partners,
or self-defence against racist
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On 21 October 1993 Carlton TV screened a
half-hour documentary called Killer at Large’
produced by Twenty-Twenty Television, an
independent company producing ‘current
affairs’ programmes for a series called "The
Big Story’. The prcgramme purported to be an
examination of the prison home leave system, but
in fact amounted to little more than a piece of
cheap sensationalist rubbish designed to whip up
hostility against ‘criminal misfits’ and their tempo-
rary release into the community under any circum-
stances.

Completely unaware of this agenda, | was con-
tacted by Emma Whitlock, a researcher | had met
while in Maidstone Prison when she was conduct-
ing research for another programme. She asked if it
would be possible to meet and interview me for a
programme on homa leave and sentencing policy,
“issues which | know you feel strongly about”. | met
her and her colleague, Mark Lewis, and discussed
with them at length both my views on the topics
and how they were 10 be portrayed in the pro-
gramme. | was assured that my contribution would
be used to balance the contributions of reactionary
system spokespeogle and the accounts from
victims of crimes committed by priscners on home
leave. They would attack home leave, | would
defend it and put it in the context of the regime’s
overall failure to rehabilitate.

Following the meeting which lasted about two
hours, we went to another location where | was

interviewed on film. The interview lasted over two .

hours and dealt at length with home leave, prison
conditions and prisoners rights. | was asked very
briefly about my original conviction for murder, my
taking hostage a governor at Parkhurst and my
escape, though only, | was assured, to put my
contribution ‘in context’. in fact the only material
actually used from the interview dealit with these
three matters and was used as a sort of voice-over
to a tacky and often wildly inaccurate ‘reconstruc-
tion’ of these events.

Far from my contribution being used to present the
alternative or prisoner's perspective on home leave,
it was in fact used, after massive ‘editing, to
support the exact opposite perspective and the only
one presented in the programme - that home leave
and any other form of compassionate leave consti-
tuted a danger to the public and should therefore
be strenuously clamped down upon, if not abol-
ished altogether. | had been cynically duped into
co-operating with a2 programme that sought simply -
to whip up public hysteria and assist in the creation
of a public opinion favourable to increased repres-
sion and increased denial of prisoners rights.

My mistake lay in believing, or hoping, that journal--
ists of Emma Whitlock’s itk might possibly possess
some modicum of integrity. | was, of course, wrong.
| understand that Whitlock and her colleagues
intend to produce more anti-prisoner programmes;
prisoners and their supporters should be warned of
the consequences of trusting these people and

have nothing to do with Emma Whitlock, Twenty-
Twenty Television or ‘The Big Story'.

An Unparalleled Evil? (cont/d)

attacks....Organising for our-
selves, trying to take control of our
lives we are their worst night-
mare. So of course we get Neigh-
bourhood Watch, police control-
led co-opting of ‘community self
defence’. No doubt vigilanteeism
could be manipulated and co-opted
in the same way; unofficial
rightwing hit squads can be very
useful to the state.

ok k k k k Kk Kk %

The Jamie Bulger case is a terri-
ble reminder: our kids are the fu-

ture. In a society getting more and
more polarised and divided, they
are not only the victims but in-
creasingly iearning viclence to
survive and to use against others.
The only hope, if there is one, lies
in all of us learning to turn our
anger and hatred away from each
other, becauseitisthisthat allows
us to be ruled and controlled. Itis
not enoughto accuse 'the bosses’
of all the evils of the world, we do
their job for them by turning on
each other, through our prejudices,
the frustrations we push onto each
other. We shouid not be blindly
blaming each other for the mess
we are in, but we do have to see

where we must take responsiblity
for allowing it all to carry on... the
solution can only come from us,
the power to make change, end
class and other divisions and bring
about a new world where we can
try to undo the mess they have
made of our heads. The process
will be long and hard and brutal if
it ever happens, but unless we

want to see the fate of Jamie

Bulger repeating endiessly to all
our kids for ever, our future lies
that way.

1. We aren't going to name them.
2. Film waiched by one of the two boys.
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Four prisoners on Jamaican death row were shot
dead in early November last year, in a week that
saw violent resistance erupt in prisons across the
country. The killings occured in St Catherine’s
prison, Spanish Town, 15 miles east of Kingston,
when warders were attacked as they were going to
feed the prisoners, and two were held hostage.
The screws replied with gunfire, killing four prison-
ers. The two warders who were being held hostage
were then seriously hurt, one had his throat cut,
whilst the other's arm was slashed.

The riot came just weeks after staff prison officers
had warned the government that prisoners were
stock-piling weapons in readiness for an attack.
The prisoners strongly denied this and went on a
three-day hunger strike in protest.

In other incidents that week altogether 18 peopie
escaped from their cells. Six men held at a police
station in Ocho Rios St Anne escaped by cutting
through cell bars with a smuggled-in hacksaw. At a
remand centre in West Kingston six women prison-
ers escaped also by sawing through bars with
smuggled-in tools. Four prisoners in a police
station also in West Kingston did a runner aiter
beating up their guards. St Catherine’s prison itself
saw two prisoners breaking out by sawing through

cell bars and scaling a perimeter walls only days

after the riot.

In the wake of the escapes three top policemen
have had to leave the force and another eight have
been suspended from duty. Altogether there was

at least 68 prison escapes in Jamaica last year.

The murders are being investigated, but it is un-

likely that any real action will be taken against the
screws responsible, and it certainly won't change
the conditions that cause the riot in the first place.

FRENCH DAY OF ACTION

AGAINST SOLITARY CONFINEMENT:

On Wednesday 10th November
1993, sixyears aftertherevolt which
shook the prison of Saint-Maur (in
indre, central France) on the 12th
November 1987, prisoners from a
number of jails in France
participated in a day of action.
They were demanding the "definitive
and irrevocable clcsure® of the
isolation blocks in french prisons,
which are generally used to repress
prisonerswho refuse to knuckle under
to the prison authorities. People are
usually stuck in the blocks on the
pretext of "risk of trouble for order and
discipline" (like the GOAD in british
jails), or as escape risks - they then rot
there for months or years. Inmates’
mental and physical heaith is usually
severely damaged by spells in the
isolation blocks.

On the Day of Action the prisoners,
together with ex-cons, supporters,
family and friends outside, determined
to make it clearthat they won't accept
this treatment any longer. They were
issuing a warning. They were also
remembering the death of Christian
Bethmont, who was snot down as he
tried to escape from Saint-Maur Prison
in September 1992, as friends triedto
rescue him using a helicopter.
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Someofthe actions carried outonthe
day included:

4-5 am: the access doors to various
institutions were chained shut,
including the Hauts-de-Seine prison

TEAR DOWN THE
PRISON WALLS!

at Nanterre, the headquarters of the
Prison Administration, rue Saint
Honore, Paris, and the respective
seats of the ruling councils of
medecine and architects, alsoin Paris.
7 am: a banner was hung from the
Saint-Michel fountaininthe Paris Latin
quarter.

8.30 am: at the Glacihre Metro station,
onthe second pass of La Santi prison,
an effigy symbolising a prisoner was
thrown intothe street, interrupting the
traffic. Meanwhile, a group of people
stuck up posters and distributed some
leaflets to passers-by.

8 am: An effigy of 'homo incarceratus’
and a banner were suspended from
the replica of the Statue of Liberty,
near Bir-Hakeim bridge onthe Seine.
10.30 am: a petition was presented o

“Jamaican hardware stores have noticed a sudden
increase in sales recently, especially in the turnover
of hacksaws.....

the president of the Commission on
Constitutional Laws, Legislation and
General Administration of the
Republic. Signed by several hundred
people, including prisoners, it called
for the commission to examine the
possibility that the isolation blocks
were "unconstitutional"(?).

1 pm: a banner was displayed in the
forum of Les Halles while leaflets are
distributed to the population.

2 pm:anew 'homo incarceratus’ effigy,
demandingthe closure of the isolation
blocks, joined the wax figure of Louis
XVIl in his cell in the Grivin museum,

boulevard Montmartre.

5 pm: at the Pompidou Centre,
Beaubourg district, on the main wall
of the edifice an immense banner:
“No quarter for solitary confinement!”
7 pm: about a hundred people
gathered in the square of the Paris
Opera to demand the closure of the
isolation bolocks, making use of a
banner and smoke bombs. A puppet
'homao incarceratus'was leftinacage.

Some actions also took place in
various prisons around France, such
as the MAF of Fleury and Fresnes...

This report was derived from a
translation of a statement issued on
the day of action, apologies for any
mistake.
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On the second of November seven lawlords ruled in
favour of the appeals by Jamaican death row prisoners

‘Earl Pratt and Ivan Morgan. They said “the agony of

mindthese men must have suf- e

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
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Nations Human Rights Commiitee (UNHRC), claiming
there had been a violation of their human rights because
they were denied a fair trial, and that the delays they had
endured amounted to cruel and

..............................................................................................
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G D a8 inhuman treatment. While the

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

fered as they have alternated
between hope and despair in
the 14 yearsthatthey had been
in prison facing the galiows” was an “wholly unac-
ceptable delay” and “to execute these men now after
holding them in an agony of suspense for so many
years would be an inhuman punishment”and contrary
to the Jamaican corstitution. Their sentences were

commuted to life.

-----------------
'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''

The two men have always maintained their innocence.
They were convicted in 1879 of murdering Antony Missick
following an internal feud amongst Jamaican Labour
Party members. Key witnesses failed to appear in court
during their trial and the judge didn't force them to
appear. When another witness told the jury that he had
seen Pratt kill someone else, a crime for which he had
neither been arrested or charged for, the judge failed to
declare a mistrial as he should have done.

Pratt and Morgan appealed, but lost, and they then had
to wait four and a half years to find out why because of
red tape. There followed a catalogue of bureaucratic
ineptitude that helped keep the pair behind bars for the
next ten years. They then took their case to the United
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o . case the governor general of
Jamaica twice signed their death warrants. Each time
the men were taken to the condemned cells behind the
gallows and held in solitary confinement until the statu-
tory two Sundays had passed before the date of execu-
tion. Eachtime people from all overthe world iobbied the

- governor general and a stay of execution was granted. A

third death warrant was issued in defiance of a UNHRC
ruling that the two men’s fundamental human rights had
been violated and that their sentences shouid be com-
muted to life. |

On March 6th, the day before they were due to hang,
Pratt and Morgan were granted a stay of execution in
order to appeal to the Judicial Committee of the Privvy
Council in London. The lawlords’ ruling means that any
person on death row for five years or more should now
have their sentence commuted to life. At present there
are 23 people who have been on death row for more than
10 years and 82 for more than five years.

The government has only just started to sort this out, and

In October - November ’92, Jamaica’s mandatory
death sentence for murder was re-categorised,
making some non-capital punishment crimes.
This was applicable to prisoners already convicted,
and because of this 30 prisoners were taken off death
row and given life sentences. This left about 170 men
still on death row, although about 105 of these prison-
ers should have their sentences commuted to life
eventually, due to the privvy council ruling (see

28  eclsewhere in this issue).

The re-categorisation law itself is being challenged in
the Jamaican high court, due to the sloppy way it was
done. If it fails there it will go to the privvy council.
This all buys time for the prisoners invoived.

Three prisoners who were featured in the last issue
were affected by the re-categorisation. They are:
Gilbert Hyde - 15 years, Ancel Williams - 20 years,
Dudley Smith - 20 years.

Although the shadow of death no longer hangs over
them, conditions in Jamaican prisons are terrible. In

fact an inquiry last year into the criminal justice
¥ | system found that there was gross overcrowding and

&' poor and unsanitory conditions, although the inquiry
. was more worried that this undermined prison security

than the effect on prisoners’ health. For those prison-
ers with children under sixteen there is an extra
punishment, because they are prohibited from visiting.
These men still need support.

Page 15
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Lioyd Reece, poet and song-
writer, occupies a cell 10 foot
long, 6 foot wide and 10 foot
high. He has been there for 10
years. He writes:

“The lack of proper sanita-
tion, lighting, ventiiation, the
maddening noise, idleness,
fear and violence, and the
absence of educa-
tion and physical
exercise created an
environment here, in
St Catherine District -
Prison, where debili-
tation is inevitable, and which
is unfit for human habitation
and shocking to the con-
science of a civilised person.
Leaking and inadequate
plumbing, filth, cockroaches
and rodents, and an inad-
equate maintenance pro-
gramme makes the prison
stink, especiaily when it rains.
This often makes me sick,
and there’s neither a doctor
nor a dentist attached to the

VENEZUELAN
PRISON RIOTS

~ prison. I've seen a doctor
only twice in the ten years |
have been here.

The food is very poor and the
quantity is far less than
required.....the resultant
hunger pains constitute a
dull, prolonged punishment.
Sometimes | have to do

eath Row Dia ‘

physical exercise, and bathe,
inside the cell. Visitors come
to a little half-lit room with
five cubicles. It’s very noisy.
We are given five to ten
minutes for each visit.”

Lloyd Reece writes that, be-
cause he is poor, he could not
have a fair trial. He says that a
‘confession’ to murder that the
police claim was signed by him,
is in fact a forgery. But he could
not afford the experts for his

122 prisoners were killed in ethnic nots in Venezue-
la’s Sabaneta Prison in Maracaibo, on the 3th/4th
January. Sadly enough it seems rival gangs, based
around ethnic background, ie ‘indians’ against
‘whites’, fought each other with hcmemade knives
and firearms in a bioody feud over control of the
prison. While some cons set fire to the jail, others
tried to dig their way out. 26 prisoners had died and
72 had been injured in Sabaneta in the previous 6
months. Meanwhile, 40 prisoners in Torocan Prison

used the diversion of security forces to Sabaneta to

fight their way to freedom on the 4th Jan: 9 other

prisoners died in the attempt.

This fighting between rival gangs, especially ra-
cially-based gangs, if this is in fact what happened
(it is very hard to get the real truth out of prisons

trial, who would have shown this
evidence to be false. Nor could
he afford them for his appeal.
His attorney has now sent me
copies of the original ‘confes-
sion’ and specimens of his
signature. As a first step, we
can try to help Lloyd by obtain-
ing an opinion on the authentic-
ity of the ‘confession’,
which will cost £206 -
we are appealing
urgently for contribu-
tions towards this.

Send donations for handwriting
expert to:

Andrew Green,

Conviction, PO Box 522
Sheffield S1 3FF

Send letters of support to Lioyd
Reece.

District Prison, Spanish Town,
P.O., St. Catherine, Jamaica.

Article reprinted from Caribbean Times,
Sept '93.

a common part of prison life in many countries. If

the situation is anything like US prisons, the prison

authorities were probably following the well-worn
tactic of backing one faction against the other or
exploiting their divisions to prevent any unity or

here, never mind in somewhere like Venezuela), is

common front among prisoners.

.

Control Unit at Whitemoor? (cont/d) For more info on past events of

idea of small manageable groups of
prisoners that are allowed no contact
or interaction as groups.” The truth of
this has been shown repeatedly, if
anyihing the prison has moved more
in the direction of ‘absolute’ control.
The price of this move towards con-
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trol units in the US, though, has been
the increased politicisation and re-
sistance from the prisoners and their
communities. if this is the way they
are planning to go with Whitemoor
and other high security jails, we will
need to step up the fightback here as
well,

Whitemoor, see ABC Bulletins no. 3,
6 and 9, all available from London
ABC. We have also received an arti-~
cle putting the events of Whitemoor
into context, from John Bowden,
former lifer and prison organiser, cur-

- rently on the run.
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PRIS’ONERS J USTI CE DAY

We recently received is-
sue no 2 of the Prisoners
Justice Day Bulletin from

BULLETIN

threatened by the refusal
to give them proper medi-
cal care; "and by
CATWACS, a women’s

Toronto, Canada, which
details the actions on

around August 10th commemorating prisoners who

have died inside. The ABC in England has been
holding demos for Prisoners Justice Day for the last
two years: in Canacla there have been annual pro-
tests, marches, gigs and other events since 1976,
. after Canadian prisoner Eddie Nalon died in isolation
in 1975 after slashing his wrists - the call bell to alert
screws of his condition was not working and he bied
to death. Many prisoners fast and refuse to work to
remember their friends and comrades who have been
murdered, killed themselves or died from the brutality
and neglect that prison life is all about.

. The Prisoners Justice Day Builetin has reporis of the
events of August 1993, together with poems, writings
and drawings by prisoners and ex-prisoners. Large
numbers of cons in several Canadian prisons refused
to work or eat, in solidarity with Prisoners Justice Day.
In some places this led to punishment, including
segregation,and lockdowns. On the outside demos
were held by Resistance Against Psychiatry in protest
against ‘psycho-prisons’; by the Prisoners With Aids
Support Action Network’s action highlighting the treat-
ment given to HIV positive prisoners, whose lives are

group campaigning

~ against abuse in women'’s prisons. Many local com-

munity radio stations carried news on the actions and
prisoners struggle and there were two Rock Against
Prisons gigs. Included in the round-up are shor
reports on the three demos held at british pnsons by
the ABC here.

The bulletin also reports on a protest by the Prisoners
Rights Group in October 1993, over the killing of black
prisoner Robert Gentles a few days before. He was
dragged from his cell by screws and thrown down-
stairs, after being ‘maced’. Despite all the strong
solidarity and common purpose shown in the actions
around Prisoners Justice Day, there is still a long way
to go before we can make actively stopping deaths in
prison a reality. The PJD bulletin is a real contribution
to that struggle though, heiping to forge greater unity
and spreading the news about the way prisoners and
their supporters are fighting back, as well as ideas on
how to go forward with our struggles.

The Prisoners Justice Day Bulletin can be obtained
from London ABC for a donation, or contact them at
Box 238, Stn. B, Toronto, OntarioM5T 2W1 Canada.
Send ‘em some readies. |

Prisoners Justice Day is about

SOLIDARITY

there is a large group backmg
and sustaining you. It doesn't
matter that you can not see
each other or communicate. It is

enough to know that they are

George Jackson, a primary
figure of the prison liberation
movement, was assassinated by
quards at San Quentin on

- August 21st 1971. He had been
a Field Marshall of the Black
Panther Party when he wrote of
unitarian conduct in his pub-
lished prison letters, Soledad
Brother: ‘Towards a United
Front’ speaks of the urgency in
finding something common in
the struggle to reject hierarchy
and calls for a physical response
to the systemic violence of the

" state which uses prisons as one
of its means of repression. The
commeon resistance of prisoners

on Prisoners Justice Day is
symbolic of unitarian conduct
that Jackson wrote about. While
PJD has come to mean many
different things to many difterent
people, it is always a general
show of solidarity among prison-
ers in resistance. It gives a
tremendous boost to people
engaged in acts of resistance

- that others are aware of their

struggles. This allows others to
also act out in solidarity and
others' presence means a
support for their resistance.
|solated resistance or resistance
in small groups is simply not the
same as when you know that

there, in the same prison, or
another one, or among the
groups of people in the commu-
nity holding demonstrations,
vigils and services. It is as
though you have sent out roots
and were connected under-
ground in an act of solidarity. It
gives life, spirit and energy to
those involved in prisoners
struggles both inside and out-
side prisons. Each act, whether
isolated or in the public eye,

- adds to our common struggle in

breaking down the prison walls

" and systemic oppression.

ZOLTAN LUGQOSI (reprinted from
Prisoners Justice Day Bulletin No 2)
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In 1990 Southern Ohio Correc-
tional Facility (SOCF) warden
Terry Morris was replaced by
Arthur Tate Jr. Tate instituted a
series of repressive actions at
Lucasville. He promoted inform-
ing on guards and prisoners. Pris-
oners were fitted with ‘wires’ (re-
cording instruments) and sent at
guards to entrap them in criminal
activities. Flyers were printed up
instituting a ‘snitch line’, where pris-
oners and visitors could write to
inform on criminal activities inside
Lucasville. Guards and employees
were fired or quit en mass due to

being entrapped or accused of deal-

ing dope or other activies. Prison-
ers were separated by security clas-
sifications - Max 4, Max 3 and Class
3 security, and had to have guard
escorts to go anywhere outside of
the cells. Max 4’s were locked inthe
celis after 6 pm. Metal detectors
were placed outside the day rooms,
gym, hallways. ‘Wrong Rules’ were
made up on a daily basis and not put
into writing or issued to prisoners,
violating their right of due process,
which requires forewarning of any
implemented rules and regulations.
Guards implementing these rules
often abused their authority, caus-
ing more conflict. This led to a
series of physical attacks on guards
who harassed and demeaned pris-
oners. These same guards were
involved in turn in the beating of
prisoners - such is the way of life
inside Lucasville. Warden Tate
declared that all of the above imple-
mentations were to make Lucasvilie
‘'safer’ for those confined there.
However, the stabbings and mur-
ders continued. Due to the violent

atmosphere prisoners often joined-

together by neighbourhoods, be-
liefs or common interests. Power
plays abounded.

In 1993 an outbreak cftuberculosis

hit prisons in New York. TB is
rapidly spread in closed environ-
ments such as prisons, where large
groups of people are warehoused
together in close proximity. Due to
the inadequate standard of medical
care in prisons, comimon diseases
become deadly. A prisoner with
active TB, ratherthan being housed
in amedical facility, was transferred
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department of health called for man-
datory TB testing of all prisoners.
The Muslims at Lucasville protested
thatthe planned way of TB testing of
all prisoners violated their religious
tenets. The state planned to inject
the TB virus by syringe. The Mus-
lims asked for chest X ray or alterna-
tive testing. Warden Tate refused
and began a plan to lockdown SOCF
and institute TB testing using force.
Since Tate had become warden at
SOCF, he had acted like a dictator
- it was his way or noway at all. He
left-no room for any of the prisoners
legitimate complaints; he would talk
to them, but aiways with the know
ledge that at the end of the day it
would be done his way.

There had already been tension be-
tween the Chapel and the Muslims.
Lucasville is located in Southern
Ohio, the administration and guards
are mostly rural Appalachians who
are not accustomedto different races
or religions. Lucasville employed a
Chaplain Lewis, a baptist, who had
control of the Chapel and religious
groups. Chaplain Lewis had openly,
and with the approval of the admin-
istration, discriminated against and
harassed the Muslims. Christians
were permitted organised religious
programs, but Muslims were not.
Chaplain Lewis often put Muslims
in the .hole for minor infractions.
This type of continuing discrimina-
tion and harassment created adan-
gerous tension. When word leaked
out that within a week Warden Tate
planned to lockdown the prison to
carry out forced TB testing, it turned
out to be the stiaw that broke the
camel’s back. Plans were made to
rebel.

On Easter Sunday, April 11 '93, a
fight was staged, the goon squad
ran in to stop it and the take-over
began. As the prisoners attacked
the goon squad they took control of
the L side hallway and its keys, and
also the guards working the cell
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blocks. Prisoners accused of or
suspected of informing were stabbed
and beaten, seven were killed at the
onset, over 48 were injured. Pris-

. ons state wide were locked down.

Atthe onset, those who were due to
appear before the parole board, or
for other reasons didn't wish to par-
ticipate, went out into the yard and
stayed out of the way. Cells were
looted as were the Unit Manager's
offices, wherefiles of all prisoners in:
that unit were stored. Prisoners’
files were pulled and read by the
rebels, and those labelled as in-
formants were singled out for beat-
ings and stabbings. Some prison-
ers were placed under ‘house ar-
rest’ for protection from further harm
or due to being thought liable to

_attack those maintaining control.

The majority of the prisoners were
placed out in the hallways, while
squads of six to ten were placed.
inside the cell blocks to watch for
SWAT team invasions. Toilets,
sinks, light fixtures, cell doors, plumb-
ing and electronic consoles were
totally destroyed on L side, as well
as windows. Some prisoners in K8
destroyed their cells. The state cut

~ off all water and electricity. During

the day the electricity was put on, to
be cut off at night. After prisoners
had dismantled the large speakers
inthe gym, and made tape recorded
broadcasts to the media through
them, the media was forced to the
opposite end of the priscn so as not
to hear what was being said. This
was after the state had triedto drown
outthe broadcasts by flying low over
the prison in helicopters. When this
had happened the prisoners had
merely waited until the helicopters
had passed, then started the tape
over, which detailed the oppression
they were subjected to inside the
prison.

A medical MASH unit was set up
inside the gym where those with
injuries were treated; minor surgery,
including stitches, was administered

..................
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by a prisoner paramedic. Electri-
cians wired up emergency lighting
while the electricity was cut off, and
holes were knocked through the
foundations to obtair entrance to
the tunnels (which were manned by
Lucasville guards) and chaseways
to gain access to the plumbing in an
attempt to obtain water while it was
cut off. There was a faucet with a
small leak in the gym that was used
to obtain small rations of water dur-
ing the siege. At night, prisoners
would don masks and hoods to pro-
tect their identities, and assaults
and rapes occurred until order was
restored by factions inside.

Everyone involved in
the riot all argue that i
was the ironfist rule o°
Warden Tate’s reign
that caused such &
drastic measure. And
all agree that the rio:
was long over due.
Those notinvolved are:
angry for being pun-
ished by being locked
down now, everi
though they. did not
participate. Alotofthe
whites are angry atthe
so-called ‘Aryan Broth-
erhood’ for not protect-
ing the whites beaten
and killed by the blacks
- during the riot. After
the initial ouburst of
vioclernce, most of the
acts committed were done by indi-
viduals not associated with any or-
ganised groups, who kept order dur-
ing the siege. Dehydration and hun-
ger were the main antagonists dur-
ing the siege. The state thought
they could flush the rioters out by
slow motion - but they starved the
hostages t00.

At their surrander, the last groups to

come out were identified as Mus-
lims, Aryan Brotherhood and Black
Gangster Disciples - these last 1239
menwere taken straight to Mansfield
Correctional institution (MANCI) and
placed in the Segregation Unit - unit
.S. They were classified as Security
Control - Investigation Status. The
 cellswere segregated and menwere
harassed by MANCI guards in ways

they are so geood at. Tiny portions
of food on their trays, no access to
hygiene articles, pencils, pens, pa-
per, law books or legal materials,
visits: were denied, they were/are
double-celled, allowed only two

~ hours of recreation a week, mail is

censored, withheld, and often de-
stroyed, they are denied sick call,
seeing a physician or a psychiatrist
or a psychologist. They were sum-
marily given Administrative Control
(AC) level 3 status for the
reason..."you have been self-identi-
fied as a member of a gang who
sometime during the riot had control
of the hostages.” This justifies keep-

V. a
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ing them on long term isolation - but
still doesnt justify double-celling
them, denyingthem accessto medi-
cal treatment, to legal resources or
the hundreds of other harassments
they are being subjected to.

- The guards kept harassing the Mus-
- lims to the point where they couldn't
-get the food they were supposed to

so they started beating on their
dcors. As a show of {force, goon
squad teams with shotguns came
in, gassed the Pod, then beat some
of the Muslims after they had been
handcuffed and shackled. Fourwere
transferred back to Lucasville and
Lebanon.

When, inthe name of law and order,
men are blaced into slate ware-

house, often unjustly, then treated
like animals by guards and officials
who break society’s laws with impu-
nity, what resource dothey have left?
Liberals are quick to parrot that pris-
oners should redress injustices
through the courts, but when this
avenue is utilised they find them-
selves subjected to intense retalia-
tion. In addition to this, the courts
take years to rule on prisoner peti-
tions, and do so through the same
injustice system that placed them in
prison; this isn't a very logical re-
sponse in the eyes of many prisoners.
For many who have lived with vio-
lence out on the streets all their lives,
and are subjected to
the same violence per-
petuated upon them by
their keepers, seizing
control of the situation
is the most logical step,
since all other avenues
seem futile.

The state must not be
permitted to criminalise
the situation, as they
are now trying to do.
Ratherthan focusing on
the factors that led up
to the takeover, the
state and media is fo-
cusing on the ‘crimes’
committed during the
siege, and calling for
more security and
money to build a Super
Max prison.

Where is the left and the prison abo-
lition movement now? We hear no
voices out there speaking on behalf of
those involved. The brothers at

Lucasville held the prison longer than

any like situation in history. Where is
all the support for them? They put
their lives onthe line and deserve and
require your support.

Indictments will be out soon, anyone
interested in volunteering for legal
support committees, as well as de-
fence committess, contact:

Nikki Schwartz, Attorney at Law,
1500 Leader Building, Cleveland
Ohio 44114, USA

OR

John Perotti, POB 1368, # 167712,
Mansfield, Ohioc 44801, USA
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For many of our regular readers John Perotti needs
little introduction, and the abuse and victimisation
he’s sustained over his many years inside US pris-
ons are almost as well know as his activism and

strength of spirit.

Down to the Wire details many of the events in John’s .

prison life; from his attempts at organising a branch.ofthe
International Workers of the World in the Southern Ohio
Correctional Facility (SOCF) in Lucasville, to the many
frame-ups and beatings that such activism has brought
down on him. It aiso documents some of the background
and daily biutality of the US prison system. Though
Lucasville, where John spent much of his sentence, is
portayed by ‘prisoncrats’ as a last stop for Ohio’s most
incorrigble prisoners - the worst of the worst - the reality
is that most prisoners are sent there for filing too many’
law suits against The Department of Corrections. The
regime is routinely inhuman and any vocal prisoners get
the added treatment of a regular spraying with chemical
mace, fire extinguishers and high power fire hoses.

The booklet includes some of John’s writings on the use
of prison labour, nepotism (favouritism in giving jobs to
family members), anclthe rotteness of the whole system,
where in many areas, prisons are the only source of
employment. We are alsc taken into the personal world
of the prisoner: what it’s like to face isolation 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week, for months, sometimes years on
end... |

“Isolation also fosters paranoia, hallucination - the
walls seem to vibrate. It induces claustrophobia,
depression and rage.”

Cften the only contact is with the pathetic but sadistic
guards:

“You notice that all guards are over six feet tall and
all are overweight from gorging on free state food.
All are sarcastic, abusive and view prisoners as
scum...they have gotten used to doing very little
work and anything that causes them to have to break
away from their card game or easy chair causes
explosive ocutbursts”.

‘Reading Down to the Wire you can’t help but be im-
pressed by John's strength of character and how he
manages to succeed in “maintaining a sense of nor-

mality within the madness”. He stresses the impor-

tance of “not succumbing to taking your aggression
out upon your fellow prisoners” and also emphasises
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the role of contact with the outside supporters, crucial in
protecting against the effects of the behaviour modifica-
tion techniques used against him.

John is still fighting the 12-15 years added to his sen-
tence for the stabbing of a prisoner (although we have
had unofficial confirmation that he has actually won the
appeal), while John was in isolation at the time, and the
booklet deals with this case, showing how ludicrous the
whole affair has been. Of the thousands of stabbings in
SOCF since its opening in '73, prior to John’s case none
had ever led to indictments - besides, prisoner on pris-
oner violence is normally of no concern or too useful to
the ‘prisoncrats’ for them to want to stop it. This case is
clearly about victimising John. The criminai thing is that
despite being in a blatant fit-up, unless John canraise the
cash for an appeal - to ‘retain counsel’ costs about $1,000
- he is likely to getthe maximum 12-15 years added to his
sentence. John has now spent more of his life in prison
than out.

HE'S IN SoliTARY

N IN SOLITARY
el CONFINEMENT

R

¢ © ¢ =
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Extracts from correspondance with a supporter at the
John Perotti Defence Fund show some of John the
person as well as prisoner; his lack of any self-pity - he's
the first to say that there are people experiencing greater
pressure than him in prison, and his courage....

“m often asked why? ‘Why do you go through this,
why not just do your time, play the game. Why?”
This is a complex question, but one of the best
reasons - for the children, for the ones who must
follow in our footsteps, and for justice, something
most of us never obtain”.

Down to the Wire, as you can see, an excellent if
harrowing read, costs £3.50 (that includes P&P) but if
you want one for a solidarity price of £5 or £10. The
URGENT APPEAL made in the last bulletin still stands:
anything at all that anyone can afford - it ail counts.

Write letters of support to John Perotti, POB 1368,
#167712, Mansfield, Ohio, USA

Donations forthe appeal and for latest news write to John
Perottii Defence Fund, 45a Bedford Ave, Powis, Aber-
deen, Scotland.
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EVIL CAPITALIST MERCHANDISE PAGE
£££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££E£££££££E£££££

Justice for Winston Silcot. A
booklet of Winston's prison writings.
50p plus 30p P&P

From Alcatraz to Marion to
Fiorence - Control Units in the
{JS. See review in Bulletin no 6.
Produced by The Committee to End
the Marion Lockdown.

£1.50 plus 30p P&P

The Bridgewater 4. info on the
cases of the men framed for the
murder of Carl Bridgewater.

35p plus 30p P&P

Down to the Wire. A pamphlet of
the prison writings of US prison
organiser John Perotti. Al
proceeds go to help John's fight
against the prison authorities.
£2.50 plus 30p P&P

No Comment - The Defendant's
Guide to Arrest. Advice on what
not to say if arrested. Send a small
donation and say how many you
want (perfect for Xmas and birthday
gifts).

One Off. Written by prisoners Paul
Ross and Andy Jacubczyk, this
‘bookiet is a detailed account of
brutality and suicides in the british
prison system.

£2 plus 50p P&P

A Day Mourniul & Overcast.
Written by a member of an ex-cons
militia in the Spanish Revolution -
against hierachies and prisons.

50p plus 30p P&P

Until All Are Free. The trial

" statement of US revolutionary

priscner Ray-Luc Levasseur. A
searing tale of oppression and
resistance.

- 50p pius 30p P&P

POSTERS

Remember We're Still Héfe -
Support Anarchist/Class .
Struggle Prisoners - an ABC

poster in red and black.
50p plus 30p P&P

BADGES

The Black Cross Fist is now out as
a metal badge - send £1.20 plus
30p P&P

For a small extra donation we'll
shove in a bundle of leaflets on

prisoners and prison issues.

If you want any copies of Taking
Liberties to sell, let us know how
many you want and we'll send you
them at a knockdown price. Back
copies of the ABC Bulletin are
available for 10p each plus 20p
P&P. Issues 2-7 and 9 left.

| STRANGEWAYS 1990:

| 25 days that shcok
the prison system.
by Nicki Jameson
and Eric Aliison

To be published this year - order
your advance copy now. £10
orders two copies, one for you
and one to be sent to one of the
150 prisoners who read FRFI.
Further denations to the cost of
publishing this book are weicome
too. :

Send cheques/postal orders with
your name and address to:
Larkin Publications, BCM Box

5908, London WC1N 3XX
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I Wanna Lock Up Yoo Hoo

Words by Sara

Music by Disney

Sara Thornton, serving life for the killing of her violent husband in self-defence,wrote these words for a song performed at a

benefit for her and Emma Humphries.Write to Sara: HM Prison Bullwood Hail, High St, Hockley, Essex, SSS 4TE.

Well, I’'m the King

’

If the old can’t

of the Cabinet, pay their fuel
The Penal VIP, bills,
I’'ll imprison people I’ll throw them
everywhere, all in jail,
if they don’t think Bring back the
like me. birch and
hanging,
| stand for Law and And then Vll
Order, abolish bail

‘Cause I'm a tory |
man, With prisons all
If you don’t pay 75 ] over the coun-
your VAT ' “) try,
I’'ll slam you in the Law and order
can! will reign,
’'ll put John

Chorus . o

- Major in Rampton,
Oh do be do You'll see it’s true, "\ : ‘Causephe’s

| wanna lock up you hoo hoo,
Throw away the key

| must support the boys in blue,

‘ criminally insane.
I’ll make the judges say e

Deny your liberty

Do be dodo do be do. Society it’s due.

You've got to pay

Chorus.
Repeat chorus.

Face of the Future {cont/d

Heard it ali before?

The themes and argurnents heard atthe conference and in
the news since are not new and neither are the proposed
solutions embodied in the criminal justice bill. In fact, ifwe
look back a hundred years {0 what many people see as a
Golden Age, we see there was a very similar chorus of
disapproval, for family breakdown, undisciplined youth and
‘premissive rot'. As early as the 1860's there was panic
about afrighteningly ‘new' kind of crime sweeping the cities:
'garotting', as it was called then, was virtually
indistinguishable from 'mugging' today (which was also
seen as a 'new' breed of crime inthe early '70s). And ifthe
concerns around crima were similar, sc were the solutions
trotted out by press and politicians: harsher, longer
sentences, more prisons, stricter family and morals. We
see the same tactics to persuade the public that prisons
were too 'soft’.
Then, the 'luxury' was turtle soup and dance classes; today
it's sweete and TVs in cells. The same rantings of the right
against ‘soft' intellectuals and liberals and philanthropists
on the one side stressing reform and rehabilitation, and the
staunch authoritarians on the other wanting punishment
and retribution.
In many ways this reflects the dual character of modern
liberal democracies'; the government ideally wants a kind
of 'willing obedience’ and 'rule by consent', and here the
liberals can stress the importance of reform and a more
.human persuasive approach. But when things aren’t
running so smoothly, and the last few years of government
crisis are a current example, the gloves come off and we get
afurther clampdown of authoritarian legislation and policing.
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in fact, the last 15 years have seen the steady introduction
of more and more repressive legislations, andthisis justthe
latest phase. Remarkably, not one study has ever shown
that prisons 'work’, in the sense that they might reduce
crime. Many 'experts' from within the justice system have
recently argued that more and longer prison sentences
won't ‘'work'. They point to some of the car-projects for
young 'offenders' which in Europe and Britain have ‘worked’
by giving kids something to do and reducing levels of re-
offending'. It also saves money, one thing the government
might be expected to care about. But no, these are 'soft’
and 'out oftouch' 'theorists'. The government must be seen
to PUNISH. And besides, with prison privatisation a growth
industry, who wants to depress the market for prison
places?

The Real Agenda?

So what do prisons really do if they don't reduce crime?
Well, they break up families, isolate and brutalise many of
those inside, stigmatize and divide criminals from the rest

of society and make sure they can't get a job once they
come out. Basically, they produce crime, by turning out 4
people with few options. And as more of our daily lives are
criminalised (fiddling the dole, the lecky, co-habiting onthe
quiet, not j.aying bills) the whole ‘justice system’ feeds off ‘
this as justification for its existence. More expensive
gadgets for the police, a whole layer of legal leeches inthe
courts, prisons, private security (now bigger in numbers
than the official police) - with so many small fortunes to be
made, why on earth would they want to reduce crime?

Sources of graphic and historical detail:
'Hooligan: a history of respectable fears'.




HOW MUCH LONGER?

How many more times are we .
going to print pictures'of fists, bars \
and fists through bars? Is it getting §
ON YOUR WICK? Well, send us _}
your graphics, then - anything on
prisons, police, judges, crime,
handcuffs, chains, studded
necklaces....ooooh err (sorry, got 1

carried away).

CORRECTIONS:

Page 20, first paragraph; second column:

In fact, John Perotti has not actually won his appeal. What's
happened is, his supporters have collected enough money for
him to pay his attorney to carry on with the appeal. John says
THANKS to everyone who sent in dosh to his defence fund.

YES, WE'RE TOTALLY STUPID ...we forgot to put our
address in, so HERE IT IS:

Taking Liberties,
c/o 121 Railton Road London SE24 QLR

Tel 071 274 6655 (Ansaphone)



