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+++++++++++t+ b+

L.eicester Reggae band

. GROUNDATION are seemingly on

the verge of being 'discovered’
at long last. An excellent
support gig with Altered Images
at the Leicester John Peel

bash in February was followed
up with a session for Peelys
late night show on April 16th,
which must have confirmed them
in many eyes as the superb

band that they are.

+++++++++++++ b+

LAST RESORT (not the skinhead
outfit constantly featured in
Sounds) the Melton three-piece
who took part in the Battle 0Of
the Bands competition at
Birmingham, have emerged from
temperary seclision with a
crop of new material which
should be unveiled on a Radio
Trent session shortly.

++++++++++++++t+++++ 4

THE NAMED, whose demo tape we
featured in last months issue,
have won their way through to
the finals of the National
Assoc. of Boys Clubs Rock
contest, to be held in London
on June 6th,

++++++++t++ A+

MODeRN LIVING, who only last
month were looking for a
wynth. player to augment the
exlsting line-up, have under-
gone personell upheavels,
Bassist Steve Taylor has gone,
and Vocalist Sandra Walkers
plans are uncertain. Whatever
the outcome it seems certain
that drummer Joe Borkoles and
guitarists Barry wWalker will
be continueing with new
members.

++++++++++++

+++++++++++++ A+

The NEWMATICS, one of Leicesters
longest-surviving bands who've
supported some of the big names
at the De Mont, have still not
managed to see anything on
vinyl, despite some links with
record companies, and the word
ig that they could well be

going it alone in the not too
distant future.

+++++++++++++ b+
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A copy of the demo tape by
3-WAY DANCE (reviewed on page
I18) featuring almost twenty
minutes of music, can be
obtained by sending a blank
cassette and SAE, or a £1 note
to!= WD,

Cave Arms

Swinford

Lutterworth

Leics, LE17 6BE

+4+++++t++++++++ bbb+

DEBP FREEZE MICE, about to lose
the services of bassist Mike
Bunnage who's moving to London,
have spent the last few weeks
recording material for their
second album. As yet there are
no details of when it will be
released, Meanwhile, the band
have had their car nicked from
the Poly car park, and would
like it back, in one piete
preferably.

+++++++++++++++++ A

What's Happening?
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The fact that Leicesters
Independant Local Radio

Station, CENTRE RADIO, is due

on tha air at the end of this
year seems to be causing
existing broadcasting bodies

to re-evaluate their positions
towards coverage of certain
aspects of community affairs.
BBC Radio Leicester, the oldest
Local Radio station in the
country, and fresh from a

refit, seem intent on

dmproving its appeal to the
youth of the city and county,
and that includes local music.
Two independant projects
currently happening include a
scheduled hour-long special on
the Leicestershire music 'scene',
compiled by Lee McCarthy,
including amongst other things,
contributions from the
Absolutes, Titanics, Elevators,
>tanding Room Only, Groundation,
Last Resort, Street Music, 3WD.

The same station also organised
a meeting of local youth
entertainment people (Student
znts., De Mont, Phoenix managers,
etc) and local musical 'cele=-
breties', braadcast live from

the Wyvern centre, Leicester,

on Friday April 24th, on a

theme of whether or not there

is enough for the kids of

Leicester to amuse themselves
with.

Radio Trent is Nottingham is
also keen to improve its
listening audience in this
county, and has featured a dair
it of Leicester music on
recerit Rock Shows,

R e o e e e e L o LT e

Ooix bands from differant areasof
the Midlands are collaborating
in the launch of an album length
compilation cassette, ATTRITION
and IDOL EYES from Coventry,
RELIGIOUS OVERDOSE from
Northampton, BRON AREA from
Nuneaton, ARCADIAN from Stafford,

~and 3-WAY DANCE are the people

involved, each contributing two
studio-recorded tracks.

The bands will be playing a
series of gigs to promote the
release, which should be in a
couple of months time.
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The SWINGING LAURELS, the
band formed by ex-Newmatics
vocalist Gary Birtles along
with John Barrow followiang
positive re-action to some
songs featmred on the 'Crying
Out Loud' compilation tape
last summer, are no longer
releasing their debut material
through Dead Good of Lincoln,
At the moment, Decca and
DinDisc are fighting over the
privelage,

++++++++++++++++ﬁ+++++++++++++

Leicester Musicians Union have
organised a bands competition
to be held at the Poly, starting
on April 26th, and over IOO0
bands have entered., The comp.
takes the form of heats and
finals, and while the idea of

a bands ‘'competition' is a bit
0o a farce, it does give the
chance off some ljve experiance
B0 & L0t ol outrste. with a

a chance of making some money
ana a2 byt 01 vubEie1ty ,
especially as there is a strong

chance that the ffinal could be
Tilmed by ATV,

rach bgné plays for around 20
minutes and is judged on
presentation, content, and
musicianship; I0 marks for
each, making a total of %0.

+++++++++++++t++ 4+t +

We welcome any news and
info from bands and
people for "Whaés
Happening". Phone Chris
on Leicester 702350

What’'s Happening?



Trouble at gigs. Why do some
people go out of their way to
spoil other peoples enjoyment?
Printed here is an account of
a recent fracas at Rugby, as
seen and endured by 3WD's

(rary Knight....

April:Srd
RUGBY (kast Warks. College)
CeN.D. Benefit

» oo this gig had to be called . off
half-way through because of some
ugly scenes of violence,

Component Erotica were playing
for the first time ever (they
consist Simon, Christine and
Claire)...they performed three
songs: 'OCtrawberry Lollipops!,
'Miaow, Miaow, Woof' &

'Christmas Time Is Merry'...
(they say they are influenced b:
Watch With llother & Playschoollg

.ee+8S soon as they started,
Rugbys punk=thugs started. One
guy in particular was really
determined to start a fight...
during 'Miaow' he clambered onto
the stage and yelled "Wankers"
into the mike...Richard Formby
(Religious Overdose) and myself
pulled him off...he then started
on me, backed up by his little
army of punk-heroes...fortunately
the Colleges social-secretary
Jamal, stepped in and cooled
things down...it is no
exageration to state that there
were about fifty of them, pissed
out of their minds, itching for
agZT06 e o

SINATRA'S GIGS

The SINATRA'S, whose single
'Hapoy Feeling'/'You May Be An
Angel' is now available in the
shops, continue to promote this
debut vinyl with gigs at the

General Wolfe, Comentry, on
May 2Ist, and Shifnal Star
Hotel on May 2%rd. They also
play Leicester Phoenix theatre
in June, and the Fosseway on

July 2Ist.

CROWD TROUBLE AT RUGBY

.+ s they were shouting abuse and

throwing beer-cans around...

Future Toys fan Gareth was hit
before anyone had played a note!
Component Erotica were remarkable

~in that they carried on undetered

« s svimon responded to the calls
of 'Wanker!' by repeatedly
singingi 'Eatishit! i

ceell soon became obvious that
there was going to be some real
trouble (i.e Someone cut badly,
equipment smashed), so I called
in the. Police to. .01t . things
out. However, the violence
became worse...a can hit Julia
of Atrrition during one of their
numbers.,..the audience, including
Pete and Martin of Eyeless In
Gaza, were being attacked...the
Police threw the main culprit
out twice!...things got so bad
that the only thing to do was

to stop the gig. Attrition only
got % through their set, 3WD

and Bron Area never vlayed...
even with the Police there it
took a long time to clear
everybody out,

Not a lot happens in Rugby,

We TRIED to provide a night of
interesting music = 4 bands for
50p!...for a worthwhile cause.
But the 'punks' just wanted
some aggro, claimimg that all
the bands were "Futurist Shit"
(they've got to be kidding!'!)...
the troublemakers were the sort
of 'punk' who is still spraying
'Sex Pistols' and swastikas on
walls, The irony is obvious (in
Rugby at least); the very
people who have spent the past
few years claiming that ‘'their!
music is differant and theredore
not given a fair chance by the
public, have become a whole new
generation of dated, narrow-
minded Teddy Boys (Watch them
grow old wearing their Sid
Vicious T-shirts).

Rumour has it....that the
ocaracans Head, Leicester,

will soon be featuring live
bands again...as is Blooblo's
in Coalville (echoes of '77)

MORE TOYS DATES

Still one of the most active bands in the area are FUTURE TOYS, who

spent much of April hopping from venue to venue in readiness for the
May 4th studio visit to record their debut single.

After appearing at the De Montfort Hall on March 27th on the Classix
Nouveaux bill, the Toys made their first appearance in Manchester on
April IOth, playing at 'Pips', which is not so much a venue; more a
disco complex featuring four rooms, including the well-known "Roxy:. |
Room". The club management were very impressed by the band, and by tke
response they attracted from their audience, and it seems likely that
they will be invited back again in the summer. Back in Leicester, they

again filled the Fosseway on April 20th, and played the Windmill in
Humberstone on the 23rd. ’

Future Toys are now taking a break from live work until June. In the

- meantime they will be working at 'Q' Studio in Queniborough, recording

the ® two tracks that make up the single ST3, due for release in June.

Street Musics Wayne George will be producing "Dancing Undercover" and
"Restless Feeling" at the 'Q' I6-Track.

To promote the release, a series of June dates has been set up, and
those currently confirmed are:- June 4th - COVENTRY, General Wolfe;
June I6th - LEICESTER, Phoenix Theatre (with the Titanics); LEICESTER -
Market Place (Fiesta Open-Air Festival) on June 24th; and June 28th -

SHEARSBY BATH Hotel. Other dates being arranged may include Nottingham
Rock City, and Birmingham Cedzr Roomé. |

NEW AGE IN THE STUDIO

NEW AGE,also busy working on their E.P, which is due out at the end of
Jupe, have only one date arranged in May, that being at the Fosseway on
Friday May I5th, although they will be playing with Future Toys on some
of the dates in June. Meanwhile, the tracks on the E.P have been settled
as "Jane Fonda", "Radio Show", and "Amazed", and have been recorded and
Re-mixed at Woodbine Studios in Leamington, engineered by John Rivers.
According to bassist/vocalist Barry Morris, the recording sessions have

gone really well, and hopes are high that th d
establish the band. P g e end product will
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On the dole and fed up?

Then watch out because the Tories have ik
5
plans for you. :

As the number out of work rose this week *\\\\\\

to 2,500,000 comes news of their new role for

jobless youngsters - Army fodder! a1
A confidential Department of Employment

document reveals how they plan to enlist

1,000 youngsters off the dole queues for six

month square-bashing stints alongside the 7'[

regular army. d

more than £50 less than the regulars -

And for the princely sum of £23,50 - ’;i/ ,

these volunteers will be expected to dig ' <:

ditches, paint walls and trot around 1in

uniforms with the best of them.

At the same time coming under military discipline.

According to the Ministry of Defence who have masterminded the whole scheme,
they hope the youngsters will gain '...useful skills in teamwork, self reliance,
punctuality and alertness.,'

It's more likely to mean useful skills in obeying orders and grovelling.

I'he horror of it all is that with so many young people now on the dole there

will be no shortage of volunteers even for this.,.

put there are better ways of fighting unemployment, than jolning the army.
i

we can start by getting

py OUT to welcome the reople's

E3lMarch for Jobs when it

-
SR
*

“passes through Leicester

 *
o

Tg‘ on May  16/17.

0000

100,000 people

marched against

unemployment 1n

Liverpool

A2

- STANDING ROOM ONLY have

TRYING TIMES
FOR THE NEW

'BRUCE
. SPRINGSTEEN'

taken a lot of stick
within the Leicester music
'clique! for seemingly
disregardgng current
musical ideas, and
continuing to concentrate
on 'American-=Orientated’
Rock, To put the record
straight, our resident
New Romantic, Reverb,
spoke to SRO Front-Man,
JAMES MADDOCK, recently
described as a "Second
Bruce Springsteen'....

Reverb, ARE YOU JUST A
SPRINGSTEEN IMITATER®?

James Maddock. "Everybody
ic influenced by somebody.
For instance, you've

only got to listen to | o .
Van Morrison to realise how much Springsteen 18 influenced by him. How

many of todays bards were influencec by the Beatles, Rolling Stones and
the other bands of the sixties, It happens that I'm influenced by a lot
of people, not just Springsteen; neople like Tom Pettv,«slt's fair %8

say that my musical influences are Americanised, but thats because I've

brought up listening to American music'.

‘ R: DO. YOU RESENT THIS 'IMITATOR' ALLEGATION? -
FM: "I resent the amount of emphasis thats been put on it, I believe that
SRO are good enouzh to be judged on their own terms...they shouldn't be

- looked upon as a mirror image of anybody. We®re influenced by people, as

is every band that's ever been formedd"

R: BUT DO YOU FEEL THAT 'AMERICANISED' MUSIC HAS A PLACE IN TBIY SOUNERIY
IM:"Yes, it is relevant; I'm living in this country, and the things that
T write about are things that involve me in this country,. fihe American
thing comes from the fact that I listen 1o American music, and what we
play subseguently sounds American-style, #hat have Spandau Ballet got to
do with this country? What have Future Toys and Three-ilay Dance got to do
with this country? The answer is that they live here, and they &are .
writing about things that are affecting them in this country, whion 18
exactly what I'm doing".

R: TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE RISE OF THE 'NEW WAVE/NEW ROMANTIC' BANDS,
DON'T YOU FEEL THAT YOUR MUSIC IS IN SOME WAY RETROGRESSIVE?

JM:"Do I believe that our music is going backwards? Definately not. What
we do is draw from the past; the past is something to be learnt from...
not to be ignored. Some of the bands today, people like Ultravox, Spandau
Ballet, they're really great, I like them, put I don't see hardly anything

new about them. They're just Rock and Roll bands®.
P.tT,O ()




R: GIVEN THE CURRENT U.K. CHART DOMINATION BY THE 'NEW
WAVE/NEW ROMANTIC 'BANDS, WOULD YOU SAY YOUR MUSIC WAS
COMMERCIALLY VIABLE IN THIS COUNTRY?
JM: "You've only got to look at the British charts to
—— see what variety can succeed. Things like "Shaddup You
Face" and "Capstick Comes Home"., They're so open. Of
course we're commercially viable., The charts are not totally dominated by
this 'New Wave' stuff; probably only a third of the top 40 could lay claim
to that name".

R: DUE TO CURRENT TRENDS
DIFFICULT TO INTEREST A&R

IN BRITISH MUSIC, DON'T YOU FEEL THAT IT WOULD BE

MEN IN THE BAND?

JM: "Yes,but we're not interested in following trends. We play our own music! m;
B: YOU ALMOST CLINCHED A DEAL WITH LOGO RECORDS. FROM WHAT I KNOW OF 5 i
THEY DIDN'T SEE A MARKET FOR YOU IN THIS COUNTRY; THEY SAW YOU MORE AS %\

SUITABLE FOR THE AMERICAN MARKET,
JM: "I accept the fact that we are more viable for the American market".

R: HOW DO YOU THINK PEQPLE IN AMERICA WOULD RESPOND TO AN ENGLISH BAND
PLAYING AMERICAN MUSIC?

JM: "We're not playing American music, We're influenced by American music,
but I'm not singing about eating hamburgers on 57th Street or anything
like that. I'm singing about things that are affecting me, if you likeg in

this country, although a lot of my songs are not about any country in
particular; they're about humam beings. Although we are probably a better
bet in America, you can see by the English charts thet anything can take
off over here, If its a good song, if people like 1C,eeeduckily not all
people are limited by fashion'".

R: THERE ARE, OF COURSE, SOME BANDS THAT HAVE MADE IT IN THE STATES, AND
THEN COME BACK AND MADE IT OVER HERE :

JM: "Exactly, Dire Straights, Police...I mean, would you say that the
Police play American music, or Dire Straights? I prefer to call it
'International' music".

E: WOULD YOU CONSIDER IT AN AFFRONT TO YOUR PERSONAL LIFE IF I ASKED YOU
ABOUT YOUR AFFAIR WITH BIANCA JAGGER?
JM: "No Comment...".

R: IT SEEMS TO BE THE CASE THAT A LOT OF PEOPLE INVOLVED IN 'NEW MUSIC'
CIRCLES IN LEICESTER, DON'T REALLY TAKE S.R.0.'S MUSICAL STANCE SERIOUSLY,
HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT THAT®?

JM: "I know the kind of person you're talking about, and the first question
is; How many of them have been to see us? It's all about where you put

emphasis in your music. I believe in the basics...good melodies, lyrics, ]

themes, Rhythm, those things, and capability of playing your instrument,
which is something these people seem to ignore. The noise some of them
come up with, I personally find intolerable".

R: DO YOU FIND IT HARD TO RELATE TO MYSIC THAT DOESN'T INVOLVE GOOD
MUSICIANSHIP?
JM:"Yes 'I dol

R: SO ARE YOU SAYING THAT THERE'S NO PLACE FOR PEOPLE THAT ARE NOT
ACCOMPLISHED MUSICIANS? |

JM: "No, I'm not saying that. All I'm saying is... if you're going to go

on stage, you should have a certain capability to be able to play what
you're going to play with a degree of competence, which seems to be lacking

in a lot of bands; some just go on with an idea, and nothing else. It's
Just Ayt SOy Av¥tes eoke. . .

R: SO DO YOU FEEL THAT YOU'VE BEEN COLD-SHOULDERED BY THE
THAT SEEMS TO EXIST IN THE CITY AT THE MOMENT?

JM: "I feel we're being slightly ignored, which I can take because I know
we can play a lot better than any band in Leicester at the moment, be it
Future Toys or Abba"

R: WHAT SORT OF AUDIENCES
HAVE YOU BEEN GETTING?

'MUSIC CLIQUE'

HAVE YOU ATTRACTED, AND WHAT SORT OF REACTION

OTANDING ROOM ONLY

James MADDOCK - Guitar

JM: "We havn't built up our own hard-core, because we havn't really gigged
much under this name; but we've started to attract good crowds when we do
play, which- is a good sign, Reaction has been good, we've got 'em dancing,
and thats what music is for".

R: DO YOU HAVE ANY IMMEDIATE PLANS TO TAKE
CITY WALLS?

JM: "I Don't think we've reached that stage yet, but we will be doing. In
fact, we'll probably be arranging some gigs in the Plymouth area before
long, and we're hopeful of playing at the General Wolfe in Coventry. But I
don't want to leave Leicester without having gained a certain amount of
prestige first, so they know who we are, and that weccan ®e sure of at
least having a good following in Leicester, which we're slowly building up
at the moment. We havn't done a lot of work here up till now...we've not
been very, if you like, 'cliquey'. I know for a fact that we can't get on

at the Fosseway, because the guys not willing to take the risk of putting
on a band that he's not heard",

R: IF YOU COULD GET ON AT THE FOSSEWAY, MAYBE YOU'D BE ABLE TO PROVE THAT
fHERE IS AN AUDIENCE FOR YOU IN LEICESTER

JM: "At the moment, I couldn't say that we'd get a lot of peonle down
there, We're not so much interested in attracting an audience comprised of
all our friends...I like to see them there, but I also like to see new
faces to appear., We wouldn't particularly want to get ourselves into the
kind of situation that the Absolutes got in - they were guaranteed at
least 40 people wherever they played, but they'd be the same 40 people
every time., I think thats slightly retrogressive. You're not impressing
anybody new",

R: DOES BHE FACT THAT YOU ARE USUALLY CITED AS THE "FRONT MAN" CAUSE ANY
ANIMOSITY WITHIN STANDING ROOM ONLY?

JM: "There is animosity in the band, but thats the way we work; in any
unit, there always somebody who)s got to write and sing the songs. It's
important from a visual point of view; people need something to look at.".

YOUR LIVE MATERIAL BEYOND TH!

&3

Even if he's not really Bruce Springsteen....

Reverb.,

Vocals

Backing Voeals

Martin LEWIS - Guitar

Gary TWIST - Bass,
Nick BARKER - Drums

¥
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EXPLICIT

Out of the Routine

EXPLICIT CORPOL

~-THAT DAY. BEFORE
I GOTTA GISTOL

AN EXPLICIT CORPSE ARTICLE
CORPHE 1

People prepared to stick their necks
out in these parts are few and far
between., Lven those rash enough toO
splash the cash usually indulge 1in
supporting projects safely calculated
to win the crock of gold dangling off
the end of the proverbial rainbow.

Andy Mosquera and Dave Anderson are
not assured of any such rewards outv
deserve them all the same, uven if it's
just for having the audacity to release

this 7" onto the open market. , | .
The whole vpackage is as unorthodox as you could find. Packaging 1s

cheap (costwise) but extremely effective, and whq peeds yecord 1abels'
anyway. As an operation to get the best out of limited finances there's
a bold 'success' stamped all over 1it. |

The music? Two sides of contrasting content...Yhat Day.Before is a
cuitar rift with somebody practising bass, oOVer synthgsisedlwlnd with
accompanying short-wave interferance and household drills., Like Paust,
each passage is the basis of a film score complete with §hakesper§an
delivery. I Gotta Gistol is more straightforward, or is it? A Ravi '
Shankar intro bounding into a drum machine
and synth. disco beat joined by two-level
vocals. The whole structure has a slightly
of f=key sound deliberately built-in. 1%
meanders a bit in the middle until massed
stylophones take us back into Ravi Shankar
again.

I can't say that Andy and Dave are onto a
winner, because I suspect that they are
not going to find it easy th find a ready

market for a pair of compositions of this
nature. But with so much same-ness around
at the moment, it could be that something
out-of-routine could take off, and maybe
Explicit Corpse could be the ones to
see the benefit

Chris

n.b. Anybody wanting a copy of the disc
should contact B.U.T FOSSE or
Revolver, Market Place, Leicester,

CORPSE

STUART WILSON IS 28, NOT PARTICULARLY
PROUD (@F 1Ty DIKES ASDRINK. ABD IS NOT
PARTICULARLY PROUD OF THAT: -HE'S A SHORT-
ARSE 1 (H1IS DESCRIPTION), PBIRYS BUITAR,
AND HAS A DEAF CAT THAT NEVER GOES
TOO FAR AWAY (EXCEPT TO AVOID PHOTO
SESSIONS).

HE 48 'aleo (That's Stu; notithesecat)
the voice and instruments behind 'The
Silent', who's track 'Ambition' kicks
off side two of "Where The Hell Is...

<§£ Leicester,
< a He could become pretty big in 1981
and he knows it, He also knows that it is
oretty unlikely unless he can lay his hands
on wnat he 18 looking for, and thats around £5000,

He' likes to sthink big,

Theres a reason why he probably won't turn the Silent
into Leicesters 'big thing'. Fact is, he knows
exactly what he wants, realises he probably won't

get 1it, and reckons that if he can't get what he
feels he needs, there's no point accepting any less.

"I lost Martinez to the Fanatics, who are now in France, and I really
don't see how I can carry on with any other drummer who doesn't use his
head as well as he does"

Stu places a definate emphasis on his need for a percussionist capable
nf working with him to develop the kind of music that he wants to play.
With Rick Martinez, formerly from Leicester, and a musician that he had
formerly played with in 'Smash & Grab', he had such a drummer, but with
Ricks session commitments, it was always likely to be a short-lived
liaison.,

"I think this was his general attitude towards the whole thing «:d
suppose he does regard himself as a session drummer...with a bloke like
him, you've got to offer him money even though he might be one of AFOUE.
mates. We used to be in a couple of bands together, and the fact he
was playing was one of the main reasons why I was trying to get something
going. Now , I think that he thinks the only thing for him to do is to
g0 where the money is, because heB got to
make & living just like everybody else"

50 with Rick on his way, Stu is
determined to find the right replacement
before committing himself to a definate
plan of action., But where does this
£5000 come in? |

"Well, I'd need an ARP Oddyssey Synth.
for a start, with somebody behind it.
Instead of just being a member of a
group, the Silent would be under my
direction. Beats groups have no democracy!"

Lverybody likes to visualise what could
be achieved if things fell neatly into
place, so it could be said that maybe
Stus just pissing in the wind, but the
man himself is convinced that it has to
be done his way or no way at all., In the
meantime, 2 mans got to earn a crust, and
he's no exception. At the moment he's
appearing as second guitarist with the
DT's, an R&B outfit playing the local
venues for love and money.His quest for
technical perfection doesn't stop him
from enjoying the pleasmres of playing
live on stage, and working with the DT's

gives him the bo ;
. good old R&B. nus of performing some

CK. NUMBERS

B ack numbers of
B.U.T. FOSSE ( just
the one so far) and
the six issues of
Y0533 are stild
availabhle from us
at the address

printed on. page 7.

| — |

®



"Yeah, I enjoy playing live, and it's not
only just for the money...I don't earn a lot
with the DTs, really, because we've incurred
quite a lot of expenses; doing a tape with

which we've been trying to push ourselves,

"ﬁ""?‘; "’pl
It's a project I'm involved with because 1

enjoy doing it, else I wouldn't have

bothered. I don't seem to be able to hang on to money even when I get it"

At the moment Stu is among the ranks of Thatchers unemployed, and as
we sat doing this interview, he gave me a guided tour of his modest
dwelling pointing out which final demand btelonged to which piece of the
furnishing, and what was likely to be re-possessed next.

"eeplus I've had a drink problem..."

can't get enough of it..

Playing with the DTs is his current now-thing. Stu enjoys playing music,
any kind of music, and unlike a lot of his, shall we say, 'younger'
contempories, is not quick to pour scorn on any particular aspect of
the music world. He prefers to take the view that if somebody is getting
a kick out of doing something that they enjoy, then it has to have a
value, even if it happens to be something he'd never latch on to.

"Whats the latest...is it New Romantics or something? Sounds to me
like Disco. I don't mind disco; in fact I don't mind most types of
music, thats why I can play various styles. I'm doing R&B now, but like
I've been dabbling in that for fifteem years on and off. What do I see
as my future? My own music, I've proved to myself that I8m good enough
to write original material with "Ambition" so I just want to follow up
on that; probably try and get an albums-worth together and keep it in
the ‘'can until 1 can get a good offer. Then I'll do snother one, crafting
it to be as timeless as possible, so that I can unveil it whenever the
time is rightt.

Stu doesn't read the national music media these days because he got
sO0 fed up with the inferance that anybody older than Paul Weller couldn't
possibly relate to Modern Music; .

| "The papers were constantly full of young kids knocking those about
f%ve or six years older and stating that they couldn't possibly play
todays music like they were doing, just because they were older. To me
thats just daft./ I relate to all kinds of music, it doesn't matter to me

what form it takes, I don't make any restrictions on what I play; I
don't draw the 1line on anything..."

stu Wilsons career in music has taken him all over the country filling
differant roles in the Biz. Hes been in several differant kinds of
bands, done a bit of roadying for 'Captain Video' (anyone with a long
memory?), and saw the dawn of punk in '77 as the manager of a record
shop in Mill Hill, lLondon. e
. ']l moved down to London 'cus I thought that was the best place to be
if I wanted to get something moving. When 'Anarchy In The U.K.' came out
I thought 'Wow, theres something gping off down Oxford Street!'. I was
Just too lazy to join in, I suppose. Besides, people were having their
eyes poked out, which was no fun., It all seemed a bit Pseudo...one
minute the girl behind the bar was wearing a nice Tibetan wool jumper,
the next it was a swastika arm-band and safety-pin through her nose!
and music just gets caught up in it"

While in London, he crossed paths with Pick Withers, Dire Straights
drummer, and they got together on a couple of early Wilson compositions.

"First songs I ever wrote I did with him. He was dossing on our floor
at the time., I paid him a fiver to do the two songs. He's rather more
wealthy these days, but then again he deserves it because he's always
worked hard at it. He had this flat in mayfair, and 'cus I worked just
round the corner in Oxford Street, I used to nip round after work to see
what he was up to, and he'd always got his practise kit out and the 'Joe
Morello' tutor and Vibes...he's just a total percussionist and he

deserves all he's got. Compared to that kind of dedication I'm lazy,
really lazy" |

What he wouldn't give for a 'thinking' drummer like Pick Withers now.

stu ..

Meanwhile, back into reality and 1its
links with the present, Stu is
primarily concerned with the DTs.,
As progress on shaping his own
music¢al destiny is neccessarily
delayed by a lack of investment
opportunity (ie No bread), what he
has he has got to develop 1into
something worthwhile and rewarding.
The band are beginning to establish
themselves on the club circuit,
most recently supporting Eric Bell,
of Thin Lizzy 'Whiskey In The Jar'
fame, at the General Wolfe in
Coventry, which is becoming one of
the places to play in this area.

",.and we ferried tae tape over to
Rock City in Nottingham, which looks
like a splendidly-sighted gig; though
I'miot sure it'd<be our Kind 'of
place. We usually play for bikers
and the likes'".

Wwhere better to finish an interview
with a nmusiciasn who prcfiesses,to
like all kinds of music, than to
discuss the meaning of the word
itself « Rock'n'Roll,

"@ hate zal]l this knocking of kock
& Roll, vpeople who say its on the
way out, that it can't go any
further, that they want to get rid
of it, that its ‘been done to its
logical eonclusion. Rock & Roll 1is
a term used for the whoie of
popuiar music, whether its Two-
Tone, Dub, or whatever, 1t would be
intriguing to know whether those who
seem intent on getting rid of it
want to see the end of the term, or
the phenomenom, Rock & Roll 1is
Bill Haley, and its music today"

S0 when does the day copme when oStu
Wilson is the new face of Rock &
Roll? '

"When I get some money..."

Chris.
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4 TRACK STUDIO

No charge for setting up.
Record pressing - Cassette copying.

PA.Systems

We specialize in custom building P.A.Systems.
By keeping a minimal stock(no dead lines to
push)an up to date choice is offered to suit
the exact requirements of the band.Cabinets &
Flight Cases are manufactured in our own
workshop to keep prices low,

Finally,our Engineer takes each rig out once
with the band to help you obtain the best
possible results,

Guitar RepairsiCustomising.Second-hand gear
bought & sold.No Deposit H.P. Phone Nigel.

28, GOPSALL ST.. (0533)
|hightields,LEICS.. * 57490

P,A. POR HIRE

1000 ‘Kw“PJ/A: rig
available for as
little as £1I5 per
night. Engineer extra,

+s.and this is the usual
Big BUT!, because what we
manage to get between the
pages each month usually

depends who we can catch at home,
However, that apart, Reverb should be

chatting to homely ol' KEVIN HEWICK

about his bit on the Factory 24 LP,
and we should be finding out more about

'vin Al

the SWINGING LAURELS progress towards
that and Gordon Barnes t0Oeeedesoo




3-WAY
DANCE

Recorded March 1981
Street Music, Leicester

L., gwna 1o Light

2. This Bitter Lesson

3., And The Tension Is Always
There

4, What Is Love?

Innovative three-piece 1in the
same groove as Volkswagens,
Eyeless; They vlay slow,
industrial poetry focused
around insistant percussion,
harsh guitars, sci-fi

synth and eighties vocals,
although the latter could
stand a more original
approach.

'Sound To Light' and 'What
Is Love®?' are probably the
best tracks; 'Sound' coming in
like a scene from a space
movie, and 'What' featuring
some neat chord sequencing.

Wayne George has given this
demo his usual excellent
production job, emphasising
the drums and vocals with
his use of echoe,

I'd say 3WD are probably

-one of the bands to watch this

vear, provided they can develop
the sort of sound that has

been nurtured on this first
demo. A lot of the chords

that they use havn't been
invented yet!

Contact:-

Gary Knight
Cave Arms
owinford

owinford 464

SUSPECT

Recorded March 1I98I
Glenfield (Live Session)

suspect, another %-piece, are

- based in Birstall, and describe

their approach to music as

being a cross between the Police

and U2, On the strength of this
demo, I think thats a fairly
good description,

They play crossover Rock-Pop,

never quite daring to go all out
into an assault on the eardrums,

but playing in a style that

would indicate a secret desire to
really breakout into some frantic

racki

The six trecks on this demo
(Heartbeat, Fatal Fascination,
You To Me, I'm A Stranger, Tie
Me Down, Pollution City) are
restrained rock/pop numbers

with a commercial feel, jangling

guitars to the fore.

T'he sort of audience they
probably attract would fill a
pub venue, but they need to be

more adventuroud to advance any
further than that,

Contact:= Graham Gilliver

Leics, 673919

DEEP FREEZE MICE

Recorded April I98I1
otreet Music, Leicester

I. Minstrel Radio Yoghurt
€ il & L

5. Bsther Hit Me With Marmalade
4. Red Light For The Greens

This is a demo of some of the
material destined for their

gsecond 'LP, 'Minstrel' is.the same

version as on WTHI...L, but the
rest are new numbers.,

Its very organ-dominated, with
Alan Jenkins shell-shocked vocals

much in evidence., Dr Z-has an
almost Stranglers feel to it,
plus some impressive talkover
vocals, and 'Ked Light' sounds
like something George Harrison
might have written. All-in-All,

1t augers well for the album, if

and when it apperas,

Contact:- DFM
I3 Leire Street
Leicester

Leics.667038

FUTURE TOXYo

De Montfort Halli,

Leicester
27th March I981

Its not often that a Leicester
bands gets the chance to grace the
stage at the De Montfort Hall, so
it was important that the Toys

made the most of the opportunity
afforded them by the visit of

the touring '2002 Revue' to
Leicester,

As additions to a bill already
overloaded with Blancmange, vhock,
Naked Lunch, Theatre of Hate, and
Classix Nouveaux, the Toys were
given a half-hour slot at the
start of the evening, but had the
plugs pulled after only twenily
minutes because the show was
running late.

Up until then, even without the
benefit of a soundcheck, and having
the handicap of having to come oOn
even as the first puniers were
starting to spill through the
dcors, the band had drawn some
positive reaction from the meagre
crowd that had managed to get
down to the venue at such a
rediculously early hour,

Highlights of their short set
were a back to back double of
'Dancing Undercover' (destined to
be their debut single) and
'Dream Machine', the o0ld stgge-
fave which got a few bodiles
movings and the closing
rendition of YInto The Wor',
which makes the most of Fifes
powerful voice, despite the
traditionally dodgy De Nont
acoustics.

After a couple of years during
which Fature Toys have indicated
that they have the ability to
become an important band, theilr
current material is evidence that
they are now ready to realise
that potential. The chaff from the
o0ld set has been spurned; the
wheat retained and mixed with the
new to provide a diverse set of
mimi-classics.

Future Toys could yet be back
at the De Mont. Supported by
Classix Nouveaux, Theatre of

Hate, Naked..oeeoo
chis-

THE TITANICOS

Fosseway Hotel

l.elcester
3rd April 1981

When the Titanics were known as
'Exit', they were lucky to attract
20 people to the Fosseway, and
even luckier if they stayed until
the end; but when I arrived at
about B, 1 had a Job to ges 1n,
The Titanics must be regarded
as an A.O.R. band, as the majoritiy
of the audience were fast appro-
aching 30, some faster than others.
The band played probably one of
the best sets that I've seen them
do, and the subtle lighting oper-
ated by mentor Mandy Lifeboat,
enhanced a proffessional perf-
ormance., Lead Guitarist Neil has =a
habit of barracking the crowd,but
I prefer to hear the man play
mugic, and not concern himsell
with the inability of the crowd to
respond openly. After all, its
the band that are the performers,
not the crowd. Geoff, the more
sedate bassist and vocalist just
seemg more concerhed with giving a
painless, professional rendering
to the songs, and saving a little
energy for sleeping later. Andrew
the keyboards protaganist, uses
his many abilities to bind and
hold the band together, and 1its
probably his influences that give
the band tts original sound and
form. TheTitanics - do not miss.

P L-B
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