The ‘leadership’ of the trade union movement (that is to say,

- the top officials on their top salaries with their perks and
' profitable sidelines) have accepted Phase 4 of the wage freeze,
- just as they’ll probably accept Phase 99. Don’ t be fooled by
_ their pretence of bickering over the details.
We, the working class, are being told to be content with a
< further lowetmg of hvmg standards at a time when Lord Boyle’
evie 1S advising the government to give
S rises "*@fmup to one htmdred and two per cent for heads of
~ nationalised industries, senior civil servants, generals, air mar-
- shals, and judges. |
The reason the TUC chiefs are prepared to accept this kind of
thmg is quite sunple——although they draw their authority from

- “representing” the working class, in reality they beIong to the
- . ruling class, just like these other bureaucrats.
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Goody! It says here
that wage restraint is saving |

the economy.

i

It’s not that are “bad”. It’s
just that their class interests
are different from .
people’s. And it’ll be like that

until all union officials have to

stand for election, with a time
limit on how long any indivi-

dual is allowed to do the job,

and with the membership
being able to recall those they

elect at any time—and with
the official being paid the

same as the lowest paid mem-
bers of their union! That
would really give them an in-
centive to do somethmg about

low wages'

continued page T

Class System Is Killing You

Recent Government statistics show that the age-old notion that

We have all seen the safety posters

politicians, tycoons and company directors are particularly saying that accidents are caused by
prone to heart attacks, bronchltls lung cancer, etc IS @ myth. careless workers. This is a blatant

In fact it has been found that
people such as barnsters doctors,
and prime ministers, tend to live
healthier and longer lives than the
rest of us. The worst-off are the
factory and building workers, es-
pecially those on incentive schemes.

In America a study was carried
out on personnel at all levels,
employed by the Bell Telephone
Company, General Motors and the
Du Pont chemical giant. This study
proved that executives are much
less likely to have heart-attacks
than shop-floor workers.

A survey which compared
“the death-rates between social
classes showed that Social
Class 1 (compan y directors) is
23% better-off than the aver-
age for everyone, while Social

Class 5 (unskilled manual

workers) is 37% worse-off

than the same average. For

respiratory diseases the death-
rate in Class 5 is now five

times greater than in Class 1.

lie put out by management, and

official statistics help nail this lie.
Factory Inspectorate analysis in

1975 found that 81% of factory

deaths were caused by management
failing to ensure ‘“‘reasonably prac-
ticable precautions”. A special

survey of deaths on construction
sites. show 68% to 80% are simi-
larly caused by building firms
putting profits before safety.

DID THE POPE DIE A
NATURAL DEATH

-see back page
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UKRAINIAN DISSIDENT
‘TRIALS’ DEEP IN THE USSR

With the signing of the agreement on human rights at Helsinki,
there were set up a number of monitoring groups in the USSR.

Recently, members of the Ukrainian monitoring group have
been on trial charged with “anti-Soviet’ activity - the current
term for opposition to the Stalinist policies of the Brezhnev
regime.

The first trial was that of NIKOLAI RUDENKO (head of the
Ukrainian monitoring group and a member of the Soviet group

of Amnesty International) and ALEXI TIKHY (a member of

the monitoring group) which was held in the town of Druzhkovka

in the summer of 1977.
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Criminal Code

Rudenko was charged under Article
62 of the Ukrainian Criminal Code
which deals with anti-Soviet agita-
tion and propaganda. |

%

&

- Spied on in hospital

A. RUSAKOVSKAYA stated that
during his stay at the hospital
where she worked Rudenko had
listened to Western radio broadcasts.

In a 2-hour speech the prosecutor
described the defendants as “oppo-
nents of socialism, helpers and
agents of hostile states, outcasts
and traitors to the Motherland who
had actively engaged in anti-Soviet
activity™. |

“I have committed no crime against the Soviet-regime.
All my activity has been directed against bureaucratic
distortions. My whole civic attitude was directed at
their removal not at the overthrow of the Soviet regime.

I do not regard myself as guilty on any of the charges.”

There followed speeches by the
court-appointed defence lawyers
in which they described their
clients as guilty.

- Niko:lai Rudenko, under a sentence which
in view of his health and harsh prison
conditions amounts to death. |

Not guilty

In his final speech Tikhy stated:
“I consider there was no criminal
activity of any kind. No guilt
in the form of direct subversive
intent by me_ has been found.

I do not regard myself as guilty
on any of the charges.”

arrest Matusevych’s wife resigned
from the Komsomol. She was
called in for questioning by the
KGB.

the sentence imposed on him is
tantamount to a sentence of

death.

Knowing this, the authorities have

tried to persuade him to recant his
. views in exchange for his freedom.

They have even taken his sons

to the Kiev prison to urge him

to do so. They have also denied

After years of subjugation
under the iron heel of
Stalinism the Soviet working
class 1s beginning to stir.

As the above trials show,

Rudenko said: “I have committed
no crime against the Soviet
regime. All my activity has been

d}recte.d against bureauc.ra.tlc | him pain-killing drugs. the bureaucracy will do
distortions. My whole civic attitude . fise it ¢ it
was directed at their removal not Twelve years s e SRR

any organised expression of
dissent, any action in
defence of freedom.

at the overthrow of the Soviet

The second trial was held in the
town of Vasylkiv, south of the
Ukrainian capital of Kiev, on

March 30th, 1978. Oh, Lord!

From a primary school student:

|dissidents’voices
= here

What's worse than school ? Answer, nothing.
School is the worst thing in the world
Nothing is worse than school.

School is rubbish.,
School is silly.
What's worse than school? Answer, nothing.
School is the worst thing in the world
Nothing is worse than school.

What are schools really for?

Partly to teach obedience and
“conformity.

'But also to stream people
Into the hierarchy of order-

From a secondary school studen.

| think school hours should be

shortened because we have too
- many free lessons anyway, and
givers and order-takers, this mostly happens because
“unskilled”, “skilled”’, teachers seem to be away quite
| “professional”’, etc. § alot, so because of these we

§ lustsitin the school classrooms

l doing no work, so | think that
§ we would be able to just go
home where we could prob-
ably find something much
better to do..

| So that when you feel like
complaining about low

f wages, degrading treatment

and boring work, underneath
a little voice will say - “’You

deserve it because you're

' not as good as the middle |
classes”. |

| Schools deliberately crush
your creativity and initiative
to prepare you for life in a
society which denies you
both.

Don’t learn its lesson!

Also | think that we should
be able to wear anything to
school instead of having to
wear school uniform and
even if they do want schools
to look different from other
schools, | don’t think it

-+ should have anything to
do with school urﬁorms. ¥

School uniforms are one of
the five educational afflictions
that the National Union of
School Students wants to get
rid of. The others are:
corporal punishment

prefects

secret reports

petty rules.

|f any readers are interested,
their address is
3 Endsleigh Street
London WC1TH ODU
01-387 1277 ext. 4.

No pain-Killers

Tikhy was sentenced to 10 years

in a special regime labour-camp and
5 years in exile, Rudenko to 7 years

in a strict regime camp and 5 years
in exile.

Rudenko is an invalid war veteran
in extreme ill health. So harsh are
the conditions in the camps that

According to Andrei Sakharov,
Matusevych was removed from
the court room for showing

a “lack of respect” for the
court. Matusevych’s lawyer had
not been given notice of the trial
and was not in court. The
parents of the accused, who
had been called to testify as
witnesses, were not allowed
into the court room.

Charged with anti-Soviet activity,
the defendants were sentenced to
a total of 12 years in labour camps
and exile.

Protest

As a protest against her husband’s

In Whose great wisdom we here this day do live,
Grant that we may enjoy our poverty.
- That we may love Thy gentle rain
which gets us sodden through on our weary way home.
That in Thy infinite wisdom we shall bask;’
and bless Thy works through Thy humble servants
in Westminster who express Thy will
in ripping us off for nuclear armaments, British Leyland
and Thy great and glorious Civil Service.
And Lord, we beseech Thee, that this month,
we may continue in mindless slavery to
Thy ruling class on earth.
But not for ever and ever,
Amen.

or THERRMONTH
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