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For H duys in bnplnmhni lq/b prisoners look nvvr 3 of the Q wings
of Hull loll.

The Hull Rlol did Hui Iunl happen nut ul lhi blue. It was pre-
ceded by yvniu ol pnllllunlng by pnlsoneis, and public appeals
that arlion he lnkun In lnvnsllqnln the rapidly deteriorating con~
ditions and lnirvnslnqly harsh indlmu Ihviv.

A lull 9 months before lhv riol o press rvlvnsv drew attention to
these conditions and the use of Hull prison as the staging post
in the transfer of prisoners to the notorious Control Unit at
Wakefield. It called for the immediate suspension of Hull's Gov-
ernor Kearns, pending the outcome of an independent inquiry into
his running of the prison. Dr. Shirley Summerskil, Minister of
State at the Home Office, replied:

ñThe Governor of Hull Prison has my full confidence and l have no
intention of acceding to the demands made in the press release for
his suspension and the holding of an independent inquiry into how
he runs the prison.ñ

Nine months later the lid blew off.

In introducing this collection of prisoners personal accounts of
the riot and its brutal aftermath we must make it clear that it
would have been impossible for prisoners to have collaborated to~
gether in writing them. immediately after the riot, thoseinvolved
were dispersed to prisons all over England and segregated from
other prisoners. To those who have suggested that these deposi"
tions were part of a well orchestrated conspiracy by prisoners to
undermine the prison authorities, these accounts offer their own
evidence. They reached us mostly on toilet paper, the only paper
available to prisoners kept in solitary confinement. Smuggling
out the evidence at great risk to themselves required a genuine
belief in what they had written.

None of those involved in the riot stood to gain from it. More
than 60 prisoners received up to 830 days loss of remission, loss
of priveleges and solitary confinement as a result of it. These
sentences were handed out by a Board of Visitors at ñhearingsñ
lasting as little as 5 minutes.

The prisoners were allowed neither lawyers or witnesses. Many have
appealed to the High Court and to the European Court of Human Rights
against these vicious sentences, and the damage done to themselves
nod their property after the riot. They are stiii waiting for a
hearing 3 years later _... long after most of the sentences have
lwwwiinýrvcd.

after al5 month delay the police opened their own investigations
into prisonersfaccusations of brutaiity by Prison Officers in the
aftermath of the riot. The announcement of this investigation
was clearly timed to counter growing demands for the full~scale
public inquiry which the Hull prisoners had called for on their
roof-top banners.

It was as a result of the governments refusal to accede to these
demands that PROP undertook to mount its own Public Inquiry which
took place during H days in May l9?7 at which many-relatives and
visitors to Hull prisoners gave evidence. ,

1

The PROP inquiry only started to receive national press coverage
at the end of its final day. The London publicity which might
have drawn public attention to the proceedings while they were in
progress was never forthcoming despite the enthusiasm of the
reporters present. =

For over 2 years public awareness of what happened at Hull has
rested on these prisonersó accounts. During those 2 years the
home Office has done everything possible to impede the police
investigations by keeping witnesses continually on the move, no
doubt hoping the matter wouid be forgotten and the charges drop"
ped. it is the prisoners that made sure they were not forgotten.

The Home Office has been forced to use these prosecutions as a
means of diverting attention from their own responsibility for
what happened at Hull. having over many years given brutal pris-

..;:~.Â-_ _, . _._ó _ è __ _ __ . _on oii:ce|s the green light to go ahead, they are now faced with
a militancy of their own making.

The only official inquiry into the riot was restricted to the
Home Officesó own internal investigation subsequently published
|n the Fowler report. Typical of Fowler's approach was his des-
cription of the Prison Officer's actions which has now led to
guiity verdicts on charges of assault as ñan excess of zealñ.
The report was in every way a whitewash like that of every other
prison riot.

But this time the prisoners speak for themseives. They write of
the effects of the iong stretches of deprivation and of brutality,
everyday harassment by srews {many professed members of the
Nationai Front); siave labour ~ making furniture for other prisons
in purportediy underdeveloped countries; of a conmunity forced to
turn in on itseif and fight each other. Againanuiagain they bring 1
up the files found BO minutes after the riot began, files kept by
the prison authorities which described prisoners as animals in
pages of crude ñpsychoiogicalñ jargon. witnesses write of the
destruction of their identity until they ~ouid stand it no longer.



Hull, like every other riot, was a breaking point. it W85 an
explggign necessary for survival, for their mental health. For a
short time prisoners helped each other, made banners together,
organised their own food and water, talked across the wall to the
outside world (nostly to A00 children 1). There are more than I
h2,000 people being destroyed in English prisons now: Hull wasn t
the first riot and won't be the last until its lessons are learned
The power games played by the Home Office through prison officials
are using prisoners lives and the lives of friends and families
as fodder. The tensions that result must inevitably lead to more
and bigger riots until we experience a tragedy on the SC8le Of the
Attica riot in America where 32 prisoners and ll screws were
killed by State troopers.
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ELQSSARY

Association:

The period during which prisoners are allowed out of their cells
and can mix freely on the ground floor of the Wing perhaps tciplay
darts, chess and other games or to-watch television. The length
of this period varies greatly. Wandsworth prison, For instance,
doesn't allow any association whereas long term prisons allow up
to 20 hours a week. Most prisoners are allowed between one and
two hours a day.

Äoard of Visitors: (Abbreviated: B.0.V. or V.C.l

(Sometimes referred to as Visiting Committee).

A group of men and women ostensibly independent of the Prison
Authorities who visit the prison regularly to hear complaints from
prisoners and adjudicate over prisopers referred to them by a
Governor requiring a harsher sentence than he can award. The
Board for each prison consists of local JP's and worthies-perhaps
wealthy business owners, academics - totalling perhaps 20. on any
particular visit to a prison up to 3 members of the Board will be
present.

ñBurgl3rsñ '-"' 1

The colloquial term applied to the few prison officers responsible
for security. Answerable only to the Governor they earn their
title by continually creeping around the prison looking for contra-
band and searching prisoners and their cells.

Categories of Prisoner; A, Ä) C,D,_E;IF:

when sent to Prison, prisoners are classified according to several
criteria - their ability and likelihood to escape, the ofience for
which they were sentenced and their conduct while in prison.

Category A is given to those thought to have both the ability and
incentive to escape and whose escape would be dangerous to the
public. Prisoners of this category are subject to mch tighter
security than others. Their cells have more bars, they are
searched more often, moved from prison to prison and every move-
ment is recorded in a small red book that accompanies thenievery-
where.

B, C, and D categories are progressively lesser categories all
related to the three aforementioned criteria. B category osoally
qualifies for an open or semi-open primmn.

Category E is applied to-those who have escaped and been recaptured
These prisoners are also subject to vigorous security similar to
Category A but also wear special yellow stripes and sqoanesipatchesl
on their clothing.



Category F is given to prisoners who are considered potential
suicides.

Control Units:
 __Ä1

The control units were a scheme developed during the Tory adminis"
tration of l970~7h under Robert Carr and opened during the follow-
ing Labour government by Roy Jenkins. The idea was based on the
West German ñsilent cellsñ which had proved so successful at dis~
orientating German prisoners. Two units were built - at Wakefield
and Wormwood Scrubs prisons - though only one opened due to cam~
paigns against their use. The units were constructed in the
corners of the prisons well away from the other wings; the cells
were painted white and staff were trained not to speak with in-
mates. Prisoners sent to the unit had to spend a minimum of lSO
days there ~ this period was divided into two 90 day periods. in
the first period no contact with any other inmate was permitted -
in the second, limited association with others was allowed.
Prisoners sent to the unit were unlikely to spend only the minimum
l80 days there though as they could be returned to day one forthe
slightest misdemeanour or even on the whim of a member of thestaff
The only unit to be opened ~ at Wakefield M was eventually closed
after the controversial effects on prisoners were made public.

Ghosted:

(Sometimes called shanghaied). The colloquial term referring to
prisoners transferred to another prison without the usual notice.
Generally reserved for Category A prisoners and those suspected
of subversive activities within the prison. This usually occurs
at 6 am before other prisoners are let out of their cells in the
morning.

Judas Glass: '

The spy-hole in a cell door through which prisoners can ueobserved
while inside.

EEELB
(Abbreviation for Medical Officer). although this strictiyappiies
to the resident doctor for the prison it more often refers in
prison speech to the white-coated medical prison officers who stafr
the hospital.

J1ó E>.ô}Tifó S,_s.e.sis.Es.d.-l.s be U. *:.=
{Abbreviated N.A.L.) A form of punishment which strictly defined
means a prisoner must work while kept apart but in reality it
means a prisoner must serve the punishment period in the sugregar
tion unit where there rarely are any labour iasks.

.'._F.*l-F.t1hÄÄ:.E..i. its .ó3Ä>r1.i>.<?iu_.".<?1.L=
In some prisons there are large areas around the Wings where
prisoners can spend their association periods running, playing
various sports or simply enjoying some fresh air. where this
occurs after teatime it would be referred to as ónight-time
compoundó.

óPlaced on Reportó:
~ ;.. :_.;. _Â __ð __,.7. ð 1;__. ; "7 r f

To be óplaced on reportó is to be hauled before the governor for
some breach of discipline which could range from altering prison
clothing to fit to mutiny.

Recess:

The area on each landing containing toilets, urinals and basins.
Referred to as órecessô because they are set back from the landing
These areas usually contain 2 wash~basins, 2 toilets, a 3 person
urinal and a downpipe for slops,to be shared by anything between
80 and 300 prisoners.

Rule #3:

This is the prison rule that allows segregation of prisoners\~ith-
out an offence necessarily being committed. Rule #3 (a) provides
for prisoners being segregated from other prisoners at their own
request for protection. This could happen where someone isknown
to have 'grassed', or has been convicted of a sex offence, or
perhaps has offended other prisoners in some way.

Rule Q3 (bl provides for segregation of prisoners by the Governor
to ensure ógood order and disciplineó. This is a most abused
rule since prisoners can be removed from the main prison on the
orders of the Governor rubberðstamped by a Visiting Magistrate þar
what is often just an assumption. Prisoners can be held in soilè
tary confinement for years without ever having been found guilty
of any offence.

igrew: Prison officer E

its res so <>.r1-.l<'r1.Lt=
A separate wing or building where prisoners are kept when on
punishment or held on Rule Q3.

Shops:

workshops where prisoners work during the day.
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