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THE COLLAPSE OF THE WORLD
AS WE KNOW [T HAS ALREADY
BEGUN., EVERYONE KNOWS
THIS. EVERYONE FEELS IT IN
THEIR BONES.. ALL THE AT-
TEMPTS TO DENY T ARE
ENGUGH TO PROVE IT.

it's as though everyone’s waiting
for something but no one knows
what. Whether t find myself wander-
ing around in the city or in the
graveyard-fike suburbs, this feeling
of de;paﬂ' seems 1o haunt everyone
even in their sleep.

Meanwhile we just grow more iso-
tated from each other. When | meet

someone on the sitreet we really

have nothing to say to each other
because nothing has really hap-
pened. So empty words are ex-
changed and we stumble away awk-
wardly. Nobody se&ms to emjoy any-
thing anymore. Nobody seems to
know why they're alive. Whait every-
body does know, however, is that
this society is failing apart, and that
ail the attempts to hold it together
just make it more hideous. :

As far back as | can remember
everyong areund me spent most of
their fives sacrificing in order 1o sur-
vive. There was, of course, always 2
tertaindegree s:xf marginal fmeéom —
but now even this is vanishing. And
as politicians talk about the need for

" Yei more sacrifice, the mass media
pumps out more ways to glorify
misery.

it's not as though things used o
he great or anything. But perhaps
never before have so magy people
had the feeling that everything has
become so pointiess—that each day
it like the last, only a fitile more
dull, a little more empty, & little
maore exhausting.

Surely there lurks inside each of
us 2 subiective passion such as may-

be we experienced in childhood but -

have been too embarrassed to think

about for years—the desire to be in

love always—the kind of inspiration
which oance unleashed could move
mouniains and remake. the worle

Currently our energy is being con-
stantly used up just to keep things
the same. Artists have nothing feft
to express but their emptiness, and
the empiiness of a society which can
no longer find any reason to exist.
All joy has gone out of music. All
the new processing and guasi-tech-
nical perfection cannot compensaie
- for the total absence of inspiration.
And whatever remedies are adopted
are usually worse than the disease.
Jobs are becoming so meaningless
and so exhausting that many people
would prefer t@ be unempioved.
“t eisure time’ is becoming as bor-
ing as work. All the “problem solv-
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ing™ of the sociologists, economists,
psychologists and urban pldnners
just become ways to make more ac-
ceptable the humiliation we exper-
ience every day.

Nonetheless, | know this misery
will go on only s long as we allow
i G,

Loy 0

The spectacle is fike a supermar-
ket of faise aliernatives. In upite of
the supposed “opposition” between
capitalism and “Communism,” the
difference between them is like the
difference between Pepsi Cola and
Seven Up. “Communism''—as it ex-
ists in Russia, China, Cuba, Viet-
nam, etc.—-is just a2 stale-monopo-
lized form of capitalism. But whe-
ther yvou live under private corpor-
ate capitalism or bureaucratic state-
capitalism, i's essentially the same
old crap. Everywhere people sell
their lives in order to survive, Every-
where daily tife has been reduced to
& mere senes of humiliations. Even
during “‘free time" there isn't any
freedom. Ouwr whole environment

- has been produced in an alien form,

And now, 2% world capitalism is
f&i%img apart, its spokesmen tell us
that 115 our fault for being too
“sreelly " too “selfish,” too "afflu-
ent "

iBut there is nothing mysierious
abaut the present breakdown of so-
c1al production. 1t is nothing othes
than the culfcome of the coniradic.
tiorn betwean the forees of produc
tien® and the secial relations of pro-
duction, Now capitaiivm has become
a fetter on ocur existence a
opment as genuinely hitman bengs.
But capitalism is only the high-
est form of commodity® fexchange-
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*%‘fy “forees of production” Fmean
thing which serves to enharice o
0 reproduce ourscives and to en ¥
selves as human beings. This includes not
wnly improvernents in “technology,” bul
4lvo in organizational methods and our
own tkills, encrgy, creativity and imagina.
tion &5 well 2s cur ability 1o redlize these,

Y 2 nwnmw;é’ ¥ | mean something
which is produced primarily to be ex-
changed rather than for use as such, fis
producer is interested not in the product
itself, But in what he can get in exchonge
for it—usually money which he can then
exchzﬁgc for other «-m?madsi fes. Thus it
is not the gm*mn%g,: guaiities of a producy,
but rather its {exchange-jvatue which mo-
tivates production in 2 commadity e
nomy. As capilalisen develops, the pri
mary motvation for production is 1o in-
crease exchange-value, of Bts implicit form,
wilue as much as possible. The particular
qualities of the producys lie, their capa-
city for use, including use for plessure—or
a ¥ ocall i, their wsewfioe] betome, at
best, secandary,




valize} production. While for thou-
sands. of years the commaodity farm
- helped to develop the productive

forces and thus to prepare the condi- .

. tions for a really free society, it has
now become a fetter {and in fact the
fast essential fetier} on our further
development as human beings, .
! Though this contradiction exists
in every part of the world; it is first

C.most wisible in the most advanced
and averdeveloped countries {espe-
cially the U.S.}. Thus the active con-
fradiction between usewvalue and ex-
change-value can be seen constantly
in the most common acts of our
daily life. Every time you stand in a
line at 2 supermarket checkstand
you do this not to accomplish any
productive or socially useful func-
tion. The only reason you're waiting
in line is to pay for the food, even
though it would be every bit as good
witether or not vou pay for it. But
unless you pay for it, it cannot be
reatized as a commodity, s ex-
change-volue. in terms of its social
use-value it would be much simpler
and indeed more efficient, if you
simply walked out with it (Bus
dor't get cought trving?)

Every student can see this contra-
diction when he/she finds that much
of histher activity Consists of jug-
gling “credits,” “grades” and “un.
its,” and waiting in fine and hasws-
ling at the registrar’s office—and
that the whole content of their “‘ed-
ucation” is subordinated to these
silly things. At colleges and univer-
sities there is a gigantic administra-
tive bureaucracy; the function of
which has aothing to do with educa-
tion as such, but is necessary so long
as the principle function of such
“educational institutions” is merely
to prepare people for the senile job
market, and for lives as helpless
spectators in @ world beyond their
controf, o i
~ Anyone who has ever been on
welfare or unemployment has had
the experience of going to offices,
spending hours being guestioned and
hassled, waiting in lines, filling out
forms and going through countless
other humiliations in order to re-
‘ceive some silly pieces of paper
(checks) which are exchanged for
other silly pieces of paper {cash)
which can then be exchanged for
various commaodities. But the things
you ultimately buy would be every
bitas good if you simply took them.
The entire’ paper world of the wei-
fare bureaucracy 'is completely
worthless. Not anly the hours of hu-
miliation which all welfare recipi-
ents have (o spend to get their
check, but furthermore gbsolutely
every howur, day, vear ond second
speat on the job by employees at
the welfare bureaucracies are com-
pletely useless and unnecessary, Itis
comipletely wosted and .unproduc-
tive fabor which has nothing to do

with the usewvalue of the goods

which it is supposed o help people
attain, s

But exchange-value is not a mere
accessory tacked on to an otherwise
weutral reality. On Jhe contrary,
wilue is the motivating force of ali
produciion in capialisi society, Ev-
erything is produced a5 wolue and its
use-value is shaped accordingly.

Thus, it is no accident that every-
thing is being designed to break
down or be thrown away, that “ed-
ucation” is as shitty as it is, or that
“culture,”  “art® and- “entertain-
ment’” have become so uninspired,
The entirety of the existing mode
of production is specifically capitol-
ist. While at work we experience no
real freedom or self-expression of
any kind. The only reason we work
is to get paid. But when we get off
work we sl aré alienated—ie., we
still_have little or no control over
any of the conditions which déter

mine how we spend our time,

- Thus “leisure™ time—or “fres”
time—can be used for nothing but a
repetition of the most meaningless
and tedious trivialities—such as shop-
ping, watching boring television
shows, 2tc. Even when we're eating
and sleeping—perfectly normal his-
man activities—we're really only se-
cuperating to prepare ourselves for
more alienated work,

As the contradiction grows more
explicit we see the trend of con-
tracting social reproduction. in
many paris of the world capitalists
are finding that now they can sef!
maore {in dollar terms) by produc-
ing fess—hence the shony “short-
ages” of various sorts, as well as the -
rapidly rising prices. They are find-
ing fewer profitable things in which
to channel the labor force (hence
“unemployment”). Capitalism's
weakest efements are rapidiy falling
onto the historical scrapheap: more
and more small shopkeepers are go-
ing under {just take a walk down-
town and look at all the closing out
sales), smaller firms are going bank-
rypt or being bought out.

“Capitalism’s  most rugged form
will. probably prove to be in coun-
iries where there is the maosi devel
oped State rationalization of the
capital accumulation process {e.g.,
China}, i.e. the so-called "“Socialist”
and “Communist” countries.

As the collapse becomes more
evident each day, spokesmen for ail
the different factions of Capitai rush
to compete with their respective
“explanations.”” And as though the
“opposition” between “liberals”
and “comservatives” weren’t absurd
enough, the circus has added the
official “Left” as an even more
comical sideshow. ' :

For the “Left,” of course, the
problem with private capitalism is
only that it doesn't do what it's

supposed 1o on fis own terms—that’

there aren’t enough. “jobs,” that
people don’t get high enough
{“fair”") wages for selling their fives.
that women and “thitd * worlg”
people don't get their fair share of
the shit pie, that Capital accumula-
tion doesn't go on peacetully as it
should. . '
The “Leftists” -have so littie un-
derstanding of the actual workings
of capitalism that when its tendency .
toward centralization and monopol
ization is plshed 1o an extreme~
such” as in Russia or China—they
think that it is no longer capitalism.
In spite of their self-acclaimed “rad-
icalism® they are really the staunch-
est of conservatives. And as capital-

. ism~the highest form of hierarchi- -
“cal society—is falling apart, they du-

tifully. try to come up with new
ways of holding it together.



But all the conlusion created by
the “Left” and the “Right™ alike
cannot hide forever the fact that
since the time capitalism began there
has been g reaf movernent for a new
and genuinely human way of lif
for a society in which the full and
free development of every individual

forms the ruling principte. This @

movernent has emerged again and
- again Each time it has been crushed,
but only to re-emerge, perhaps years
of decades fater, And almost every
time it has emerged in the twentieth
century the “Right” and the “Left”
have formed a Holy Alliance to sup-
Dress it :
Thus, for instance, in Russia—
amidst the famine and general break-
down of production which occurred
during World War One and the Civil
War which followed—the workers
and szilors of Kronstadt {a naval
fortress city on an island near pre-
sent-day Leningrad) took social pro-
duction directly into their own

hands. Without any specialized or

separate “leadership,” they re-
claimed all social territory, carried
cui expropriations, redistributed
land and began a comprehensive
program o coordinate socially the
use of ali available resources, as well
as improving and expanding produc-
tion in agriculture {on hitherio un-
used land on the outskirts of the
city}, construction of buildings, etc.
All this was organized responsibly
throughout the city {approx. pop.
50,000} as a whole. In addition the
workers and sailors of Kronstads
maintained an “operating fund,”
s0 to speak, from voluntary dona
tions by the people-of whatever was
beyond their own immediate needs,
This was used to acquire various re-
sources {tools, seeds, etc.) by the
city’s population collectively, and
in addition, to send revolutionary
speakers and agitators throughout
Russsia. : ;

Al major decisions were made by
the people themseives in workplaces
and popular assemblies in other pub-
fic areas. Coordination of action
was carried ocut through elected del-
egates {from among the workers and
sailors) who were strictly mandated
for specific tesks only and who
could be recalled by their assem-
blies at any time.

in March of 1921, after three

znd 2 half yvears, the workers® and
satlors’ revolution ai Kronstadt was
rrushed. lts participants and sym-
pathizers were either shot on sight,
imprisoned, or forced to fiee “revo.
lutionary™ Russia. But the final
suppression of the Kronstadt Com-
mune and the massacre of its pecple
was not carried out by the “White
Army” or by forelgn imperialists,

[ THE REAL vRUTH OF LaEmwish A

REVEALED WHEN WE SCAUCHTERED
THE Kron3TadT SWiET AWD THE
ANARTHG ~coMMupts T PaAasANTS of
THE UkrAWE ¢ 1921, YET FIFTY
YEART LATER UR FAITHFUL

FoLLowERS COoNTINUVE THE ALirep-
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TIVE PRACTICE |
EADINE® THE
HASsEs, THEY
ONLY REINESRCE
¥ PRESENTING
a FALSE FORK
oF GPPOSITION)
THE SATITALIST
sYsTEM WdicH

STILL REIGHS
E¥ERYWHNERE.,

They e crushed militarily by the
so-caffed “Red Army,” with Leon
Trotsky at its head and with explicis
orders from Lenin and the rest of
the top Leaders of the Russian
“Communist” Party. ;

Mene of this should be surprising
The workers’ and sailors’ revolution
which broke out at Kronstadt was
guaiitatively diffetent from and'in
direct opposition to the movement
which was led by Lenin and the
other top Leaders of the "Commu-
nist” Party, §t was, though in a
ciude and embryonic form, 3 move-
ment for a free and classless soci
ely —the regf movenrent | have been
spedking of, 3

For several decades now, the
“Right" and “Left” have conspired
to #ide this movement from us or
to falsify and distort its reality be-
yond recognition. Roth the “Right"
and the “Left” would like us to be-
lieve that totalitarian state-capital-
st {which they call “Commun-
ism”} is the only possible alterna-

tive 10 private corporale capitalism,
and that shitheads like the “Sym-
bionese Liberation Army"” are revo-
lutionaries. All these people have a
stake in keeping things the same.
But | will surrender nothing vol-
untarily 1o my enemies. Not even
words, Thus, in spite of all the ways
in which reality and the words asso-
clated with it have been distorted
and misrepresented by these peaple,
! insist on calling this movement,
this desire, by its real historical
name. | insist on calling it dvhat its
most articulate protagonists have
called it for over a hundred and
thirty years—it is the communist
movement. The reef communist
reGvement. :

Once again [ must emphasize that
the relationship between the reol
communist movement on the one
hand, and the bureaucrats and aspir-
ing bureaucrats of totalitarian state-
capitalism—the soxalled “Commu-
nists is a relationship of total op-
pusition and complete antagonism,
it cannot be otherwise. 1t makes no
difference whether they're Trotsky-
ists, Maoists, Stalinists, Guevarists,
or just part of the nec-Leninist
mish-mash. 11 is precisely becouse |
am a communist that they are my
enemies. | am in opposition 10 them
gvery bit as much as the revolution-
aries of Kronstadt were in opposi-
tion 1o the “Communist” Party
bureaucrats who ordered their mass-
acre.

- Despite the suppression from ail
sides, the real communist movement
did not perish with Kronstadi. It has
emerged again and again since; in
the Spanish Revolution of 1936-37;
in the Hungarian Revolution of
1956—-which was crushed by tanks
from Russia {much to the enthusi-
asm of Mao-Tee-Tung); and in the
insurrection in France of May-june
1968 —which the French “Left” did
everything possible to subordinate
to their “leadership® and 1o reduce
it 1o a bunch of reformist *“de-
mands.”
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